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' ENGAGEMENT WITH PIRATES,

The following ia the official rapoit, by Conptain Robin.
80z, R.N., of the action in which her Muajesby’s ship
Rinaldo was engagod on the 4th of July last against the
town of Selangore, whioh is esid to. be a regnlar nest of
pirates, addressed to his Excellenoy Colonel Anson, ad-
ministrator, Straits seltlements :— ‘

Her Majesty’s ship Rinaldo,
) : Off Salangors, July 6, 1871,

Sir,~~In consequence of a requisition from you on the
30th ultimo, I hawva the honour 4o state that within 24 honra
efter raceiving your letter I started from Singapore to
nmeet the oolonisl steamer Plutoat therendezvous arranged
by telegraph; then to prbeced to Salangore for the purpose
of geizing the six pirates atill st large concerned in the
mnrder of the 34 men, women, and children on board the
junk, and to take snch menanres a8 might seam best for
the punishment of thospMalays who resistad the colonial
officers and men in their attempt tosecure the pirate, On
thoe evening of the 2nd we fell in witk the Pluto at the
rendezvous off the North Sand lightship in the Straif of
Malaoca, and proceeded in company with her towards
Selangore, At 4 45 on the morning of the 3rd we aunchored
near the bar of Salangore River, manned and armed boats,
and sent them with field-piece party to the Pluto. Ouar
party congigtied of 95 men and officers under my personal
command (Lisutenant Grosvenor Stopford, senior lieu-
tenant ; Acting Lisutenant Eustace D. Maude, Sub-Lion-
tenant Christopher G. Williams, and Aoting Sab-Lien-
tongnt James A, Ward). At 730 the Pluto starbed for
the river with boats in tow; at 8 stoppad to overhaal
two prows sailing out of river ; 9 grounded on the bar.
Commeander Gresy, your Friva.te seorefary, who was on
board as my guest, then left the stenmer in her gig, with
the second officer, for the purpose of obfaining informa-
{ion that might be usefnl tous: 1, flonted and proceeded ;
2, anohored off the town of Salangore, when Commander
dmy returned on board, Sent boats away mannsd and
armed to eearch both sides of the river and veesels at
anchor, Lieutenant Stopford was in charge of the pinnace,
with Mr, Skinnerand Commander Grey, and that party pro.
ageded to search the houges on the south eide of the river.
Lioutenant Mande was in oharge of the cutter armed
with a rooket, and went to searcha fow huta on the north
gide, Mr. Williams, sub-lientenant, wae in charge of the
other outter, and proseeded to search the veanels at anchor ;
he was accompanied by the owner of the captured junk,
and the only survivor of the crew. DMaudoe had with him
the second officer of the Pluto, who speaks Malay, and
‘one of the Plnto’s men who knowa the place. After the
lapse of an hour and a half I saw Lientenant Maude’s
Ea.rty return, and imwmediately afterwards firing began
hotween the matives, surrounding them in houges and
jungle, and that party. Liout, Maude’s story idas follows:
On landing he ssked for Rajsh Mahmood, and was told
that he was away, and no one knew where his house wae.
He then marched abont 200 yards on the path leading from
the beach., A mative then told him the Rajah wonld come,
go he landed and weited about ten minutes. Finding he
did not arrive, he continued his march, and after going
about @ mile, met the Rajah, who saluted and shook
hands, end said he would go off to the Pluto, They all
marohed together to the beach, where Maude draw up
his men, The Rajah went betweon the boat and the
gmall-arm men, with about 50 men round him. He wag
told that the boat was ready, when he repliod thai he
wonld not go now, as he wanted to oross over on to the
other gide. Mande told him if he did not coms willingly
he must fores him. Immediately afterwards a shot was

of only ten yards.” The Rajah and his men immediately
fled into the jungle, and heavy firing immediately
followed from huts and jungle, Ons of our men fell
mortally wounded &t once—and Maude was obliged to
make the bost of his way back to the Plulo, followsd by
a consinuous fire, which did not cense till he got alongaide,
As the Pluto was only 200 yards off, a return fire was
instontly openad by those of our men who remained on
board, and from the field picoe which I had ready for usa
iu the bow of the steamer. The other hoats returned
when they heard the firing. Several Malays foll to the
firs of Lientenant Maude’'s men,and Rajah Madie was aaid

to Yo one of them. I have to deploze the following losa:

fired at our men from the nearest house, at & distance |,

Tisutenant Meude out on hand with kriss,

William Horton, leading seaman, thonght to be mortally
wonnded-shot throngh the lungs,

William M’Gee, ord., shot wound in side.

James Cole, leading seaman, shot in shoulder.

Edward Barnes, ord., shot in neck. : ~

Charles Bradley, armourer, shot through both legd,

Thomas Biddlecombe, smith, shot in hand.

You may imagine how peinful it was for me foorder the'
Pluto’s anohor to be weighed without inflicting more de-
oided vengesnce on the pirationl rascals who had fired on
Lisutenant Mande's men, bnt cur men, crowded in boats,
were ab & fearfnl disadvaniage from enemies concealed
in the jungle, and we had no medical man to attend to the
wounded. Howerver, I called all hands aft and told tham
I wounid land and teke the forts at the entrance cf the
river directly the Pluto got close to them. The jungle
there seemed loss dense, and it seemed the only revenge
open to us at the moment. But Captain Bradbery, of the
Pluto, then made snch a strong remonstrance to me
that his vessel had only half-inch plates, and that bis
boiler was nbove water, that I reluctantly changed my
mind and determined to take the| Rinalde in noxt day if
poesible. I am veryglad now that did change my mind.
Tindar these circmmstances, I dscided to return to the
Rinaldo, anohored ahont six miles off, and to send the
Pluto to Penaug with the wounded and with & latter to
the Lieuntenant-Governor asking for a surgeon. I a'so
advised that some troopa shonild be sent to assiat in
jungle fighting, and desired that a telagram be genf to the
Sgoretary of the Admiralby. It cannob be too strongly or
clearly etated that no. violence had baex offered to Rajah
Madie or hia men when Lieut. Maude's party was attack2d.
On the 4th, at 445 a.m., weighed and procesded alone,
under steam, for Salangore River. Iknew thatit was fouch
and go whether we could gef over the bar (more than two
miles in width) at the tops of high water ; that we had
10 ohart of the river, that we had no surgeon on board,
that it wonld be 12 honrs before we conld get ont again,
and that for the whole of that time we might be under fire,
yot took the reaponaibility of inourring all risk for tho snke
of punishing the pirates for their ireacherous attack yes-
terday, and for the sake of teaching them to respect the
flag for the futore. According to “ Horsburgh’s Sailing
Direstions’ thir has always been a piratical haunt, and no
doubt they felt themselves socurs in the strength of their
position. At 6 15, when about 400 yards from the forta
on the sourthern entrance of the river, fie was opened on
ns from these forta and from those on the northern bank.
1t was a hot and well-directed five,and was of conrge, imme.
dately answered by the Rinaldo; in less than five minufes
we had three men wounded and had suffered meverely
in hull and rigging, but by steaming past their batteries
into the river their position was turned and before they
oonld got most of their guns round we hed either dis-
monnted them or rendered their chief defences untenable.
A% 6 40 anchored in 3} fathoms in the centrs of tha river,
off the town of Salangore, laid out an anchor astern to kesp

5 bearing on forts. 'This gorvigewas done under fira
y Mr. Rickard, tho bostswain, Abont eight the enomy
was driven from all his guns. I then ordered each gun to
fire once avery quarter of an bour to prevent him from
re-opening his fire, and this practice was rogularly
kept up during the day, except when wo gaw him trying
to men & gun, when two guns would fire till he with-
drew. A fireof musketry was dirocted at us from time
to time, as the river is barely half amile broad, At 1028
ship gronnded in soft wud, happily with her broadsides
bearing in the proper direction, Had tHe fort on the hill
commanding the town possessed powerful gung we should
now have presented a fair mark at 700 yards distance, for
they might have sent a plungingﬁre upon our upper deck,
the whole of which must have bean visible to them ; bus
they could do nothing against the superior power and
mocuracy of our guns. At11 40 the ghip was in 11£6. of
wator, our draught being 15ft. 4in. At 230 flood tide
making up strong, ship dragged best bower anchor, letgo
small bower. A3 5ehip swung totide, weighed porbanchor;
430, weighed starboard anohor ; 4 30, weighed kedge and
stemmed ont of river ; 5 30, censed firing, having silenced all
the forts and partially burnt the townand houses opposite
bank ; &b 6, anchored in roads to waib return of Pluto from
Penang. It may be saked why, after silencing the foris,
we did not land and destroy the guns. The reply is, that
althongh they were driven from their batteries they re-
mained concealed in the jungle, which surrounded them
on all sides, and that I did not feel justified in sending
oy men to be shot down by a concesled fos. There ware,
1 am glad to say, bnt thres men wonnded on our side—
viz., George Lucas, quartermaster ; John Hasking, boat-
pwain’s mabe ; and Edwin Bush, A.B.




