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The following narrative is told of what oc- |
| cuvred to an expedition sent by Admiral Keppel
against the pirates of Sarawak e =~ w0
: -+ v A FIGHT 'WITH PIRATES; " = - -
- Nows como that a fléet of probus had been hoveting
about Cape Dafit; and ag -the Dido’s largest pinnace hap-
poned to be nunder repair. Mr. Broolte lent & large bont,
| which had been built undsr his orders by the native: ab
Sarpwalk and was called tho Jolly Baohelor, There was
no lack of voluntears from the Dido for pirate hunting,
and o mate, two middies, six marines, and n dozen ses-
| men were despatched, under the command of the second
| lienteunnt, & Mr. Hunt. They hoisted a brass_gix-
‘pounder into the Joh{' Bachalor, and starfed in high
spirits, Aboub a-wock later, one of the middies returned,
bearing in his arms the captnred’ colours of sn’Illamin
-pirate, and this was the story he told —“Threa days
after thoy got outside, they observed three boats in the
‘offing, to which? they immediately gave chase, but wnsuo-
cessfully: However, as roon as darkness came, the prahus
‘conld be made ‘ont crecping towards them, bud the moment
the Jolly Bachelor attempted to get neai them, they
sondded away., When this game had been played two or’
‘three times, tho sailors grew tired and hungry, snd
| resolved to pull in shore, light a fire, and cook their
| supper. This was eaton in peace, and they returned to
their boat, hauled her oub to hexr grapnel néar some rocks
for the night, and, having stacked their londed muaskets
ronnd the muinmast, laid down to gleep with their cut-
Insees Wosido ghem, Sentries and officers of the watch
wero duly placed, buf ¢ach man was more bired than his
neighbony, and soon all thé Jolly Bachelors were sound
gsloep. At throe o'clock nexh moFug, Tietenaat Hunt
chanced to awake, and thought he was sull dresming,
when he saw-a Maloy, brandishing his kris, and porform-
| ing softly a private war-dance on the bit of a deck, bei
unable to vestrain his oestasios ut having got possession o
-a fino trading boat. In the middle of the triuniphent jig,
the pirate tarned, and saw Mr, Huut’s bare head and
round astonished face, with the moonlight shining full
upon it. In gh instant he jumped overbonid, and almost
at the same moment a discharge from three or four
canron, only a few yavds off, cut the Jolly ‘Bachelor’s
rigoing almost to pieces, and awoke hex sleeping crow. Tt
wastortunate that the menhad been lying down when the
volloy of graps and canistér same on board, for not one
was hurt. When they spring to their feet, they found a
largo prahu on each bow, lashed to the side by cables, In
& moment these ropes jwere cut, the firo retmimed with
interost, aund the Jolly Bachelor bncked astern fo gain
The straggle was both sharp and -short, for a
irate never oxpects or ‘gives quarter, and fights
a3 it were with a halter round i neck. .The odds were
fearfully against our men, for the prahus were protected
with shot-proof barvicades ncross the fore part of the bont,
which had to be cut away before the firg from the swivel
Euns conld tako cffect. They pressed hotly forward,
tnowine that the fato of the battle depended on the first
five minutes ; bub discipline carried the day against num
bers. The marines stood steady as rocks, loading and |
firing with coolness and precision, whilsé the pirates
wasted their strengbh in trying to bonrd, only to be driven
back, st by a volley and then by clubbed muekets. One
pirate hent Soon began to siuk, and the other mado off
ronnd a poink, where they were joined by a larger boat in
reserve, which took them in fow aud out of sight as
quickly as possible. ‘When our men boarded the sinking
prahn, rendy a3 Jack ever is to_be.good to his enemy the
mowent he i3 down, they found nothing bnt three feet of
blood and wabor, with dead and dying men Jying across the
thwarts, or heaped on each cther iu the ghastly pool
benosth., Livery pirate who could move had thrown him-
cell overhonrd, never dreaming of mercy or pify being

ghown to a fallen foe”’




