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THE ATCHINESE EXPIDITION.

THE DISASTROUS REPULSE which the Duteh
have suffered at the hands of the Atchinese
bas maturally directed public attention ta
the scene of the disaster. Atchin, Achin,
or Acheen, as it is variously spelled, is the
northern extremity of the Island of Suma.
tra. Of Sumatra in general, and of Atchin
in particular, but little is known to Europe.
"These huge islands which strew the ocean
between Australia and Asia, like the relics
of a continent which has gone to vuip. ar:
but partially explored by Europc:ns. Borneo,
where Rasam Brooxe ruled over the pirates
of Sarawalk ; Celebes, haunt of cannibals
and kidnappers ; Papua, or New Guinea
whose vast interior hes mever : 2en scen by
the eye of civilised man ; and Sumatra, the
scene of this unfortunate expedicion, are all
objects more or less of my:tery to us. Java
is the best known of all these islands; aud
even Java, according to the wondering rar
ratives of rccent visitors, rescmbles nothing
which we know of in the old world er the
new—a land of mystery and of unearthli-
ness, more akin to the wonderl nd revealed
by the * Arabian Nights ' thua the suber
vealities of the nincteenth centryy. In this
company of mammoth islands Holland lias
predominance and power. The Dutch East
Iudia Company is in a smal harsh way o
“ Javaand Sumatra what our East India Com-
pany was to the gplendid Empire which
they wrested from the heirs of the GREAT
Mocur. These Dutchmen al Butavig—the
Calcutta of their India—-vule with an irod
rod over millions of men, whom they §oVIY
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Tutch the titular supremacy of th
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for ° ggé)vutch resolved to make war.
H'chm; Fast, the collision of XEuropean

“Asiatic always evolves sufficient
gisagreement to excuse any
appeals to the sword.
. the PDutch have an
hi for levying war uapon
c;czlleﬂthiﬁj:; o They declare -that their
the AL ve traders, pirates, kid-
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i, the Atchinese for these enor-
s the Dutch Governor- Genersal
hed # force of 5,000 men, with the
loaders and artillery, which are the

2 ular instructors of modern civilisa-
most Pf:’g’he pody was reinforced by a couple
aitaliops and more artillery. 'Ihay
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a?d 1a§,mrzf their enemies’ strength, the Dutch
h?myted to storm their stronghold. A_
el test eunsued. Scarcely had it

severe con
commenced before th.e
attacking forces was slaln.
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General of the
It was but the
The Atchinese,

~ in<
b;g;:n]ls_ﬁing the commander, repulsfed
?115 troops. ‘he Duatch wore defeated. Five

their soldiers were left wounded
field of battle. The rest were
driven back to the shore, where they had
bivouscked on londing. Emboldened _by
Atcliinese attacked the 1Iin-
vader's camp, acd laid in lesguer arou_nd
the stockades, bebind which their enemies
were lying. 80 disasirous was _ﬂ_w defeat,

LBlow thus administered to

go crushing ‘the .
the Dutcl:, that they have abandoned the

expedition. The troops are to be taken on
bonrd again, the camp on the coast
avncunted, and the Atchincse are to be
left alone time. In the autumn
the exgpedition, strengthened in numjoers
and wiser by the experience ga:n.ed
in disaster, will again leave DBatavia,
and the whole force of the Dutch will be
hwurled against the Empire of Atchin. In
the megutime Dutch cruisers will watch the
sonst.

Such is thie story of the expedition which
is nmow on its way back to the colony of
Java. Brave men though the Atchinese
may be, the finest of thel ryace that
peoples that voleano-searred island, they
can hardly avoid the doom which awaits
them. The blow which they have adminis-
tered to the prestige of the Dutch—a blow
k0 grievous that it has been said at the
Hague that it has destroyed the authority
of Holland - in the East—has been too
severe to be forgiven or forgotten. Holland
must wash out the stain in blood, and erase
with fire and sword the record of her hami-
liation. It is sad to say such things; it is
sadder still to do them ; but unless they axre
done the authority of the Dutch, not only in
Sumatra, but in Java, will be so much
weakened that its contiruance will be a
matter of doubt. The monsoon affords a
convenient excuse for withdrawal at pre-
381132; after the monsoen, there is no alter-
native but to begin again. The expense will
be ruinous, but it must be incurred. Better
lose the rent of the East Indian estate for o
dorzen years than lose the estate itself.
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