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JTHE STRAITS OF MALACOA,

A ﬂi’alﬁyan” wrltes to the Pall Mall Gazetto—
“1 will ventore on a fow words on a subject of
sume, though exaggerated, importance, in which

- it seems to me more desirable to stats the guestion

%0 far sa it affects the Interests of cur empfra,
.without caxing & buttun whether the resnlt of such
statement Is favourable to Mr, Gadstone or to Mr.

_Disraell. Sumatra (I am sorry to be forged, for the

convenlence of my readers, to indulge 1n & Httle
elementary geography) ocoupies, with {ts north-
eastern coast, the sonth-western shora of the Stralts
of Malacen. The north-esstern shore has been long
In our pesgession or undex our Inflaence. 1In
the year 1824 we exchanged oortaln Poasesslons of
ours, on the continental side of the stralts, against
Bencoolen and other possessions owned or olaimed
by the Dutch on the insular side. OFf Sisk and
other districts on the rame shore the Datch had
yretty effective control already. But we coupled
this cesslon on our pert with oertain reatriotion
on the Dutoh against extending thelr posues-
#lons (namely, those we oeded, and others,
I believe, which the Datoch hed before) on
the north-ecastern coast aforesaid of Sumatbra,
The convention now in guestion is understood to
have liberated the Dutoh from thess restriotions,
They are at liberty—eo &t least 8ays Nir. Disracii—
to prosecute schemes of sonquest and annexation
on thefr side of the Stralts of Malacos, Now,
it is perfectly true that the Straits of Malacoa
are & most jmportant marlne thoroughfare, and
that to people who argne after the fashion of days
vow_ past—people who hold us sggrieved if any
ﬂai but the British flies in the remotest corners
of the globe—the Malacon ‘grievance’ may appear
something tanpible and substantial, But let us
look & little oloser, and get out of the etlfiin

etmosphere of pariy aquabbles into the braag
sunlight of the right and $he expedient. It 8s
certaln that whoever holds the sonth-onatern
coasts of the Niralts of Malacon may infliet
considexable inj!u;yj1 oD our gommeres, It is
well known that this tract (where not ocoupled
by legitimate Dutch sottlemonts) was in the
posseasion or under the gontrol of sexd-barbarous,
somi-piratical ohieftains, No British statesman,
agfar a8 I am aware, has suggested the motion
of dispospessing those chleftains, and oconsti-
tutlog ocurmselves, at enormous cost, guardians
or manters of the stralts on both sides. If this Is
not to be dome, the cholos wonld seom to lio
‘between the following two expedients:—Ioave the

- metive sovereigns or chiefs in possossion, pre-
- vent the Duteh from interfering (as far as the

obligation of treaticsallows us to do #0),and agsume

for ourselves, with all its consequences, the office
of armed water bailiffs of tho Stralts of Maleoca,

- The other alternative s, Er&n%loally. to hand

over $hat offico to the Dutoh. And that is what
the convention fn gueation (sccording to the
worst sald of §6 by ts_enemies) purports to do.
I{ I am right, then, the question, divested of what
Iawyers oall *fringes,” 18 merely this—Which Is
best for our commercial and political Interests,
that the comst Immediately opposite our flourlsh-
iog and inoreasing Asttléments shonld be In

Malay tribes, Involved in
constant warfare, or in the hands of a Buropean
nation, oivilired and industrlous, having e very
areat stake in the peace and prospority of ifs

.own wealthy colonfes—cJava Included? I can-

not, for my own part, eonceive any heeltation

In anawering. No Dutchman, however patriotls,

dreams of maintalning his Malayan BUpremscy
egainst Great Britain if a colliston shonig ogeur,
No nation bas done so much with ruch small mesnns ;
but there s & near Mmit to the exertions of s
vatlon %o ciroumstanced. Tf we had token the other
altornative, and insicted on the jonlous exclu-
tion of the Dutoh from the stralts, we niust, in the
intorests of ofvilisation, have elther ‘annexed’ or
‘proteoted;’ and we are beginning to know
what ,those l’th‘ﬂﬂﬂ?g phn;ea_ reauy mean. OfF
oourso there i n further possible supposition :
that the elalms of the Dutoh, if they are left
elone, may ho adopted and wupeq by some stronger
and ‘more smbitious Power. But: this, as it
8¢ems %0 me, 18 & condin oncy quite as pro-
bable, ¢r* more probable, ff we excluded the
Duteh from the Stralts and lefé them to the
2ative dribes, I havo safd nothing about ‘ Atchin)
for the elmple reason that I do not myself.ges that
the Dutch conquest of Atohln has much %o do with
our geourity in the Stralts of Malaces. If I am
wrong, I beg Mr. Disrsell’s pardon,”
e Ero—:




