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OUR MISSION IN THE EAST.

Most gratifying intelligence. reeches s
fiom the Straits Settlements as to the
hoppy results of Sir Anp. Cr4rre's vigorous
policy of intervention and annexation.

| Some time ago we laid before our readers a

hrief account of the feuds raging around
our Settlements, which hail compelled our
Governor to assext the supremacy of our
flag, to settle disputes existing beyond our
boundaries, and to extend considerably the
area of British territory in the Malay Peniu-
sula. His policy, aswe observed at the time,
although certain to be censured by thoss
who-think that England has no mission in
the world except that of producing cheap
calicoes and cheaper iracts, commended it-
self to ue as admirably fitted to procure the
maximum of benefit with the minimum of
expense. The extension of the civilising
sovereignty of Great Britain over regions
hitherto anarchic and barbarous has been
one of the grentest gains of the century, end
we are glad ta liear of the complete success
of the last experiment which we have tried
in the art of annexation.

Few more striking illustrations rould be

desired of the benefits accrning from the ful-
filment of our mission in the Rast than
are afforded us by the. expetience of Sir
Axprew CLARKE, in his brief administration
of the Straits Settlements. So energetically
and so sagaciously hes he acted that it seems
by no means improbable thiat we shall
find the whole of ihe| Malay Peninsula
forced upon us as a free gift by its inhabit-
ants. It will be remembercd that when
Sir ANDREW arrived at Singapore, the coast
around the settlement of Waellesley was
swarming with pirates. Oar ships had been
attacked, peaceable merchants had been
massacred, and the whole of the country
about the Larut and Perak was overrun by
armed bands of marauders, who, although
they waged deadly war upon each oth-er,
plundered impartially the whole district.
To terminate this state of bloodshed, Sir
Axppew CLARKE, burnt the piratical pralis,
disarmed the pirates, compelled them to
dismantle their stockades, annexed to the
Empire some strips of land, and sent English
officials to the Courts of Perak and of La-
rut, who were to have all the authority of
Governors, under the modest title of
By this energetic achion,
piracy was  suppressed, order WaS
restored, and a rich and fertile province
thrown open to the enterprize of the frader.
Larut, once the scene of a deadly feud
between two Chinese elans, is now as quict
as if it were in the Midlands. For two
long yenrs these clans had worried each other
in 50 dreadful a fashion that more then
six thousand Chinamen had perished in
the fray. During all that time industry
had been paralysed, and {rade suqundedr
The rivers were guarded by piratieal junks,
and lined with formidable stockades. The
country was desolate. The peaceable natives
had fled to 2 more tranquil distriod.
and the hostile clans fought without inter-
ruption over the tin mines whioh they
should have worked. It is but six months
since Sir Anorew Crarie exerted the
civilizing influence of the Fmpire, Whose
gervant he is, and already all is changed.

' { The wildegness has become & garden. The
‘| sword has been turned into & ploughshare,

and busy hives of industry have sprung

lup, where but lately frowned fortified:

md jealously guarded camps.
g Sir Axpaew CLARKE visited
e in July, says " the mes
pondent, he found that thriving
numbering some 8,000 souls, had
up, roads had been opened and were
| working order, neat gardens dotted

here and . there, and the whole

Corrés
qillages
sprung
in eapita
thg p]ain

t en masse to meet and wel-

- turnet;f ggmefacto:." _This transforma-
effected, not by commerce, for
had ceaged to exist; not'.':1 by
.+ o oiag for they had not nppeared on

Etggzzgfsﬁut by 539 genius of our Im-
il 7ace, and the use _of a:uthpnty, to
gtore peace and to maintain it Sir

e a3 our represente-
order, and Capiain
Resident at Larat, se-
cred its observance.  The judicions
ge  of force has suppressed war,
qud anerchy, piracy, and plunder, and
ransformed Larut from & scene of bloodshed
oo incendisrism into & field of peacefol
!;ntil‘:*"itga};ﬁ alone ot Lazat—where woreadily
'ﬁﬁmit the cireurastances wers exceptional—
that the civilizing influence of our power hag
pade itself advontageously felt in the
peninsula.  The Province of Perak was
gistracted by one of the feuds which unfor-
tonately are the rule rather than the excep-
tionamong the Malays, Royal ¢hiefs ravaged
cach other's territory on the pretext of war,
and plundered their own subjects under the
prefence of taxation. Sir ANpREW compelled
ihe rivals to submit their ciaims_ fo arbitra-
tion, and insisted upon the appointment of 3,
British Resident as Premier of Perak, Pro-
pund peace ensued. The Pretender
goquiesced in the award of our Representa-
five, and & provinee which had long been
desolated by war was opened to the kindly-
ifluences of gemial peace. European
imders and explorers availed themselves of
the auspicious opportunity, and travelled
it the interior, where, but last year,
1o white man could venture without
mrying his life in  his hand, The
eports which they have brought back
more than confirm all that has been said of
the marvellons riches of the Peniusula.
Gl nuggets bave been discovered, and
wriferous quartz ; veins of silver, pure as
tiose of Nevada, have been struck, while

fion Was

ANDREW CLARKE,
five, enforeed
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fin, copper, and lead have been discovered .

insbundance. The soil which conceals these
hid treasures is almost ag valuable a3 the
uingrals below. Part of it is covered with
sdense primeval forest, abounding in gutta
preha and ebony trees, and the rest con-
isls of fertile tracts, which only need the

ac of the planter to tesm with im-
neise  harvesis of tea, coffee, sugar,
md rice.  Englishmen are already
applying for permission to ecultivate the
lind, now for the first time thrown
open fo Western enterprise. Outside Perak
thiugsare not 50 pleasant. Roving Rarams,

who are mers Oriental versions of bandit |

chisftains, prowl like wolves through the
lnnd, destroying the fruits of the husband
mans labour, and filling fertile districts
with bloodshed and oppression. When g

R makes o onoe prosperous teactofland |

s jungle, his claitns to reign over the desola-
tion which he bas made are recognised ; and
from Singapore to Tennasserim, this unique

method of establishing a claim to
sovereignty Las  been  resorted to,
and is being regorted to in all
digtricts  oulside the megic cirele
of English soversignty. The happy
results of admitting an  FEnglishman

Y supreme authority, as geen in Persk and
i Larut, have created a profound impres-
tion jo the minds of the Malays. Between
Perak and Malacea lies the proviuce of
Salangore,  This provinee, wealthy and -
friile a5 its neighbours, has been cursed
by the presence of freehooters in some dis-

( 78o0le 1 fricts, who have reduced itavillages to ruins,
Chinese population prociaimed a holiday,

have outraged its women, and have mas-
facred its men. The chiefs and the people
Were helpless to resist the marauders, bnt
seeiug, by the example of Peralk, the adven-

sges  which followed from British
icendamcy, they have wumited o
Elitioning  Sir  Avprew CLARKE to

#odthem an Englishman to help them to
8overn Balan.gore,  On the other side of the
Peningula, lies the province of Pahang., It
80 has petitioned for a Resident, and
%0uld Sir AnvREWw CLARKE comply with
thelr roquass, the whole of the Southern
Slremity of the Malay Peninsule will be

Under the anthority of British representa-
ves, )

T?ﬁa earnest petitioning for an English/
“ident, who i but the representative of'
t?é’]’sli Rule, i3 one of the moat striking
Wibites 1o the excellence of that rule which
vl ot roceived. We have anmexed
S at the request of their rulers,’
e have invaded territories where we were |
tled a3 doliverers by the people, but seldom
: tever hefore have rulers and people |
m‘;“sﬂy 2ud sincerely begged us to govern'
: B, There hss been no pressurs put,
a};“ﬂ these chiefs, save that of eircum-,
f& zlces. They Lave merely been enabled !
ho:mtrast th_e results of their own rule and
) t‘f of English rule, and they have core -
lEyedeczded conclusion that the best thing .
i 1 do for themselves ‘end for their :
-riu';iy 'S to annex the Peninsula to thai
Ry bl ?mpzre‘. They donot put it in that |
e;ﬂ;mg fﬁmt is what it comes to, The .
e or a British Resident, contrary to ;
0 no ."‘d"{eﬂ they bind themsel_ves toi
“munia;ng’ 18 oue of the most flattering tes- i
“high § to the Iraperial genius of our race
o, e have yet received from any :
oo Vet we have no doubt that it is )
LV dtserved, By right, not of :
Lo oo parchments, nor of bequests ;
i, T o Enipire, bug by our right .
., Ureetminent alility to govern. In
vt ey these Malays see this,
“ 1 they lay these Provinces at *
g . Reher B Anomew Cuanke L
S T ioere ang Pabany or not, we |
‘¢ proposal of their inhabit-
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anis a3 one of the most remarkable tributes
ever paid o the success of our civilising
and peace-making Mission in Asip.
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