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EXTRACT FROM 'THE DIARY OF MR.|
WILLIAM BENRY DUTTON, AN OF-
FICER ON BOARD 8.8. SCOTLAND,
ENGAGED IN THE ACEEENESE EX-
PEDITION. :

Wo recoived orders on the 6th of December to geb
ander weigh and:proceed to the place of action, whioh
orders we accordingly carried ont. We arrived-about
poon and found the Duteh Men.of-War formed in® line
and bombarding the -different forts along the coast.
There were 14 engaged, mostly all small sorvettes. Wo
commenced cruising ebont waiting ovders fr@m thﬁ

* flagships Zealand wheve to anobor, as we had ‘the:12t

battalion on board, which were the first troops:to lnnt !
We received orders from g little stuck up Dutchmatla_ o
auchor inside the s. s.-Sumatra. I think Ican koar him
now speaking to our‘Captain in this 31.,31@, _Gapmm.na,
Capitaine, you must ‘drop your anchor }ns:de:t-he-itoflﬁl-
gehip Sumatra.” Ve did so but were o little astern of ihe

flagships to suit my noble, so the littlo Dutch ﬁeﬂllﬂmads

us shift our berth again, and you may be sure Wea,ll ?BSE

him. The Acheenese did not return the ﬁredab rﬂn&

the forts, on account; T guppose, of having }(:1 Fut!:as’ an

they would not reach the ships. The merc élllu; ama:-a

?tood ;:.poop cha,ucgl-if tlﬁay had returned fire from the
orts, being 8o near the shoxe.

Whon tho firot detachmentof troops landed they were
met: by a volley from the enemy, but were soon rropdlaed
and driven back juto tho bush. We saw some prefty
smart fighting, but-the Dateh had the advantage, being
armed with breec ioadiny rifles, while the enemy had
common muzzle loaders and somo no guns at dil. T will
just give you anidea-how they fight. When they are met
they fire one volleyy throw down their guns, end go in
with their spears, knives, or whatever they nre armed
with. I saw a gueat :many, they are strong, muscular,
well-built men, with-a look of defiance in their eyes, and
they neither received or yave quarter.

Now we see the Dutch Flag floating from some of the
forts and hear musketry further inland, and think ite
ourselves there's many a poor fellow will lose the num--
ber of hismess. Wearent on shore, and to eee the dead
and wounded was something borrible ; some poor féllows,
with frightfal gashes Jaughing and singing snd emoking
their pipes. There was one young fellow, no more than
16 yoars of age, we used to take notice of whenhe was
on board, keeping himgelf so clean and so ragpectful to
averyone, this young soldier fell in his first engagement,
ho was the first one'T saw on the beach, shot through
the eye, of course, dezd, perhaps leaving 2 mother or
. gisters ab home in Bolland to mourn his loss. ‘We

noticed ono Irenchmar who was wounded in the tbaok
. by a musket ball, he was sitting up smoking kis pipe
‘and humming the Merseillaise. I asked him if the
wound puined him, ke laughed and said, “ Mon .cher
ami, I shall get a pension for that.”” He had been 1n.
- the Pranco-Prussian War, and I daresay had reesived
.many a wound before. We got orders to shift our'bax:th
.every two or three days, especially on a Sunday, whidh -
day we all look forwand to as a day of rest; it 18 come-
what provoking to be celled out on this day to get under
weigh, and either shift further inshore or further cut.
'§Ve had our Christmas:Day here, the most miserable ;
Christmas that could bo imagiued, we were called out.
‘i hree times to shift this-day. I suppose the Dutchmen
thonght wo wanted to -enjoy ourselves and did it for!
spite. They made us skiifb bwice on New Year’s Day.
Coming down from REatavia to Acheen we had 1;200
‘{scops on board besides about 40 officers and 60 non-:
corzmissioned officers, and. ench officer having about two .
or threg 7 boys for servnnts. Getahout the decks we*
conld not, they would zet in the way, and not leed a!
hand to do anything. I compare them to n parcel of !
pigs ; in fact a pig will get out of your way if you Ieick !
hiw, but these fellows rou might play the hose over !
them and they would nob move an inch. We lost:86 ¢
men by cholera; we were ameng sickuness all the time.-
Thaxk God none of us todk.it. I shall never formet it:
as long as I walk in two skoes. We had the bridge orly .
to ovrselves, which we had guarded, and we were en-’
livenad by the band playingfor two hours every night, :
but most all the officexs of ¢lio .ship, except the one on
watch, cleared off. Tt was worse than any German brass
band, they used to make a borrihle row; and we had
anothor pretty picce of music, just as a fellow got off

watch.sud dozing he wounld ba wakened up by the bugle.
Theseifallows used to blow right outside our cabin doors. ;
We went to a small island callod Pulo Nassey for water,
about£3 miles from Acheen, and o pretty fine time we
had down there; all our boats were smashed in the surf, |
which runs in very heavy. We had the pleasure of '
being capsized every time we went, oor beats being
manned by soldiars, with one of the ship’s officers in
charge. These fellows knew nothing at all about a boat ;
not so with onr English soldiers, some I daresay could
manage & boat better than any sailor.could. I will just

relate ora incident as regards mysélf. I was ordered by
our chief .officer to take the 2ud cutter on shore to assist
the othor-boate in towing water off Lo the ghip. Well the
boat was manuned by soldiers, who rtook two “large
boilers of soup in the boat, I sappose, for their
comrades dinner ou shore. The first thing I kuew
after I le’t the ship’s side, one of them caught &
crab and €81l over, This caused o panic amongst
them ; they all rushed to piclt the fallow up or to see
what was the matter with him ; he was jammed betiveen
the thwarts of the boat, and was singing out in this style,
““Mein Goti! Mein Gott! ver shal I be?’ During the
mélee they capsized the soup, and a fine old mess the
boat wasin. ‘When I got about 206 yards from the
beach I wanied to back her in stern firat, and lot go the
anchor, on aceount of the heavy surf which was running
in, She came round somehow, and I backed her in and
let go the anckor myself, and went aft again. Before 1
could get my redder unshipped the boat was broadside
on and capsized ; 'the brutes had cat the cable, and of
course the boat swung broadside on and we were all in
the water ; luclaly they all could swim. I sorambled on
shore myself, and L am not much of a swimmer. The
boat was driven on to the rocks and was smashed to
pieces; one fellow was inseusible when taken ount of the
water, having been etruck on the head with something.
He died in bospitsi efterwards.

Our second officer knd o very narrow eseape; ho was

in the starboard lifebent, and she capsized aud everyone '

scrambled on shore, and they missed the second officer.
There was not much gurf running, so we ail rushed in
the water and bodily lifted the boat upright, and thers
he was quite insensibie, having been struck on the head
with a thowlpin. Wo sent two companies of native
troops on shore at Pulo Nussey, and then proceeded to
Acheen. We then had the extreme pleasure of taking

about 90 sick men with the cholera to the Island, & hos- |

pital having been erectod there, and brought back some
more who had recovered, end got rid of them at Acheen.

Now we got the ship eleaned up and lay waiting or-
ders, constantly hearing firiug ashore, the troops having
got well inland before the Xraton, which is the Sultan
of Acheen’s residence, and is strongly fortified. It is

built square, of very thick stone, in thia manner :—Four .

large stone walls outside, and four again inside the

first four, and four again ivside the second foumr, the:

Sultau’s Palace being inside ¢he last fonr.

Wo used to .

go overy day to the camp for water. We went up the
river, vory narrow, with fow, thiok bushes on each side, -

with the sun scorching over our heads. We ntood the
chance of being pioked off by amy of the Achicenese who
might be in ambush, but we saw nothing of them.
suppose they hed all cleared out further inland to the
Kraton; we saw nothing in the river but aligators and
monkeys ¢n the banks. The alligators would come up
and grin &4 us and then go back sagain.

Well, we received orders at lset from the mouldy-
headed old Dutch General to go to Batavia with invalid
coolies, aud I can assure you we were highly pleased
to get clear. We took these ooliee from the 8.8, Chan-
cellor, fellows who had been worked 4o death, and were
now no good et all. Asthey wore bringing them from
the steamer tc us they were dying, and being pitched
overboard just as they were, most of them had the
cholora: in fag’o wo had a cargo of living skelatons to
earry to Batavia. There were 140 nltogather. Foar died
after they had been on board two hours. On our passage
to Batavia we lost 30 by deuth, four or five dying every
night. It used to be a usual thing every morning to go
to the Dutoh Sergeant in charge, and ask him, “ How
many this morning, Sergeant?” He would answer,
five, Bir, or porhaps four.  They were thrown overboard
Just as they died—nothing to sink the bedy, no cere-
mony—and they would flont astern. Well, thank God,
wo arrived at Batavia, and discbarged the eoolies that
remained, and cleansed the ship from stem %o stern, and
wero highly pleased when we heerd we were not going
back again to Acheen, the Datch Government having
done with our service without giving us a farthing com.
pensation for risking our lives, because I think we were
at the peril of our lives every day while at Achean, and
it is my opinion the Datch never will take the country ;
they have got a hardy, brave race of peopls to aontest
against. I would not have gone back sgain to Acheen
with 8o many on board, pubtiug my life in peril amongst
80 mueh sickness, for Holland itself. I believe o man,
having seen the sights that we saw during our stayin
the expedition, could witness anything. '
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