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LITERATURE,

{4} Transtations rom ¢/ cayit Aol D
| Abéﬁ.’kad;'fgfluié}ii‘:{ .‘WHG o
This is a very curious book of a rare kind,
containing » genuine piece of Eastern autobio-
_ :graphy. The autobiographerwas born in M alacca
0 1797, and was 3 Mobammedan of amixed race,
(tbree removed from the Arab, While ip
1 guage and national sympathy he wag s
MAIaY, be is described as having the vigour
and pride of the Arab, together with the
Perseverance and  subtilty of the Hindoo.
Pessibly our native insular pride might be a
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meats passed npon us by Eastern gentlemen.

wished to correct naughty children, they would
say to them—*‘Bo quiet, or we will bring the
drunken English and take you away,” and adds,
“ This made them hold their peace at once,” It
is comforting to know that English drunkenness
has done at least some litile good—in making
naughty children quiet! Readers may also
leara for their instruction as members of 2 Chris.
tian nation, how when an English ship arrives at
& Malay port not one respectable woman will be
geen in the streets without very adequate pro-
tection. Can Ckristian gentlemen at home
wonder that strange tales are readily believed of
the Christian Church in places where . the
dranken Englishman is the bogie to frighten
children, and respectable women protect them-
selves against the English, while the words
**English” and ““Christians” are ab the same
time synomymous in commeon pariane?
“Now, hear, O gentle reader, about a very
stupid affair which got into the heads of man-
kind, ie, the Klings, Malays, and Chinese in
Singapore and bMalacea” So writes H.

Abdulls ; and the very stupid affair is the
terror which affected even his wife to such an

extent that she sat in great tribulation and grief
uuder locked ‘doors at nigkt, arising from: the

to be killed for the sake of their heads,
were intended ‘‘to  feast the spirid in the
church.,” The popular explanation of the
Governor's supposed order was shat ‘‘the
spirit” had come to him in a dream and asked
for the heads of the people, threatening if this
were not granted he himself would be killeg,:
with all his retinue. Can anything be sadder
than that such an idea of the Go

and Chinese?!” Can anything be more instruc-

of the world? Abdulla, who had been empleyed
as a language teacher st a mission station, did
his best to quiet the consternation, alieging that
the romours were ** very big Hes,” because **the

spirits and sach dreams,” The noble comfort
an upright Mohammedan may gain from his own
sincere faith is beautifully shown in a pathetic
account of the loss of his daughter, . His wife
begged at his feet some words of pure counsei to
moderate her affliction :—

little abatad if we counld oftener learn the jndg--

Abdulla tells us that at Malaccs, if people:

ramour that the Governor had ordered people |
which |

Christians {
warship should be credible to * Klings, Malays, |-

tive than an inguiry into the causes which |
have rendered such an idea credible in any part |

English had not the shightest belief in evii}

“Then, in furtherance of her wish, I thought
over all the books I counld call to memory. If it
had been for myself I could not have undertaken
the task, for I trusted to God gione to assuage my
grief ; but after the above request I betook myself
to compose & little book, which I named in the
Arabic *Doah Alkalub,” which memmag
¢ Obat ati’ (medicine of the heart), In it I dilate
on the cases of children who have died young, and
the honcur in the future state to their parents
whose little children they were, How, therefore,
improper is it'of parents to nurse their grief and
disconsolateness.” _ o

The earcest friends of Christian missions will
do weil to note H. Abdulla’s account of his
intercourse with the missionaries who were
translating the Bible. The franslations brought
to him were full of blunders and improprieties
of idiom, but he had the greatest possible diffi-
culty in persuading the trapslators to delete
them, although he assured them they were
neither words mor phrases used in the Halay
language, and were disagreeable to ‘the Malay
gar. - | - o

“ they should be corrected if there
be ttl;g’ &:&aegtergmssi%ﬂity, 80 ‘as to have the true
Malay idicm replaced-—i.e:, if the gentlemen would
allow it ; if not, then the fault is not mine. So in
time to comse let not people call me & blockhead, as.
not knowing the trué MaldFidiom, for I have.aftﬁig
felt it through the obstinacy of Mz Thomsen in
translations, wherein what was not Malay idioma
has been in use )ﬁ’l.l now~—and yet I am called his
ourn (preceptor) I” - .

° But the truth is, he would not use the phrases
of his gurn, he would bathe alone, and thla-g
the consequence—by this people _uEh;md me, I

am thug afraid of myself to be In the same
dilemma twice.  As thg Malay proverb says,:
¢¢ The moose-desr ma:;]; fordet 'ﬁgﬁ-é?%p,_ but the

& s not forget the moose-aesr.” ; ’
"mﬁb?iﬂlfﬁa was sz%;erior to the ordinary %n,s;:ﬂhr:;E
of bis co-religionists, andwas evidently.a kingd o

Broad Churchman amonf Mohammedans, When
asked what would become of nnbghevers,ubfg
said that the reply of the imanms (priests) wo 4
be that, they wonld go to hell; but amongst |
lavmen, such as bimself, opinions were very |
va,y:i,;us’ according to constitution, education, |
and dis’ ition. For himseif, he had seen oo}
much good in the holders of other faiths te

ondemn them. |
Iy «For instance, it would be absurd to say th:ﬁ
ith Revs.-Dr Morrison and Milne went to hh
bezause they did not believe in Mahomed ; bet tﬁe
festhood and women will Dot agree o my genil-
Pnnt.s nor dare I press them amongst my d:o-
?;f'@io’niat& : Thgyha{e hf:med ab:&:ttgf Ggggun e hr_ym
of tgnorance whichl d.v:?} p?:?th s 30;1 e
g A - s ditions of greater
b a.dhe_rtt;’ " 'w’teinperﬁely w}i?bncg? the great go_odnesg
hul?iz:n.la.légﬁ:y Creator of heaven and earth, an
g atures and all things, I thus the n;ur:
e His all-gecing love and bensvolen
cctice, Jf we look ints the garden, we zze
i?:a rose, the- lily, the -daisy; the nmrpou;
the violet, and other flowers, all with their van o
cadey, cilous, forms, S A S i
t e !
Bho?dtghfx:ﬁmbesgusa they ciffered from i, Whiﬂ
wen it is their very variety that makes thlg- earth
reanyaa‘iisa and enahles man te rejoice in it God
f’nﬁfe thiﬂ‘\*ariet}', so He rejoices in all.’
mending this passage from aMobammedan
Coﬁ many a Christian, we beg_to invite ov:ré
r%dpan -5 to obtain a better knowledge of Hakaymh
ella from this curious autobiography, wiic
Abd:tmmy, fs a posthumous ppbhcat%qn.
ants died about 10 years ago, his” autobio-
Abdﬁﬂahav%ng been written when he was 46,
Sy ’ lations from the Hakayit A‘i%dﬁggsgnm%%‘egn%
L T With Comments by J. T. Thowson, £
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