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THE OUTRAGE AT PERAEK.

We ave drifting into anobher little war,
The telegram just received from Penang
supplements a story that has a very alarm-
ing aspect. "Yirst of ull, the Colonial Office
was informed by the lieutenant-governor
of Penang that ** Mr..Birch was mardered
at Passir Sala, between Bhota and Durian,
on the Perak river, on the 3rd instant.”
It was added that troops and an armed
force of police had been sent * to bring to
justice the perpetrators of this sutrage.”
Thoe expedition is likely to have some hot
work out out for it, as the belegram
received from Penang yestorday statos—
“The Maleys aré besieging the British
residency at Perak. The troops despatched
hence on the 4th instant have resched the
pace, Mr., Swetenham is safe. Mr,
Birch's body has not yet been recovered.
All the native rajabis are suspected of com-
plicity in the murder. Bultan Ismail 7
reported to be collecting large forcev, gq
expel the British,”

Now, who is Mr. Birch? W’ .40 is
Perak? Who have wmurdered " im  ond
why Beve they doue it? These are
questions which 10t unnyurglly oocur
to us &3 we vefiett fn the scanty
information vouchsafed "gith reference to
a business 80 grave, as to justify tho
invasion of & fortagn state by Dritish
{roops, Very clearly, Mr. Birch must be
a person of some official importance, in
which case he must be the Mr. J. W. Birch
who was lately appointed British Lllesident
at the Court of the Malay |
He used to be “seottloment officer” at
Ceylon, and latterly he was cmployed as
Colonial Secretary ot Singapore. Mo
was appointed by Sir Andrew Clarke,
Governor of the Straits Settlements, to the
residency at Perak, on account of his great
physical energy and the wonderful

hed of acquiring influence over the M
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something like decency and order into the
anarchical court to which he was accredited
thot Mr. Birch reccived his appointment.
Great things were cxpected from his
influence there. Nof only in the East, but
even at home, speculators were busy caleu-
lating the chances of profit on capital they
were, on the faith of Mr, Birch’s presence
at Perak, thinking of pouring into this
vich but sadly misgoverned territory.
Should the vews of his wmurder prove true,
then, in virtue of responsibilities this
country hes vecontly underteken in the
Straits of Malacca, very strong measures,
leading perhaps up to actusl annexation,
may have to be resorted to. For, we mey
rewaark, Great Britain has committed her-
self roecntly to a policy of *protection ”
and intervention with veference to those
atates in the M M_\ Peninsula thet lie
between Siam and Singapore. This long
trach of territory, since the great cmpire of
Malacea erumbled into fragments, had been
split up into a furge number of little states.
¥ach of these is ruled by a sultan, The
only notien he usually has of government
is tv bnild forts on the henks of rivers and
levy promdsevous blackmail on passing
teallie,. Gonsidering that his understrappors,
with or without anthority, do lkewin:, the

art he

mind. 1t was with & view to introduce

Chinese” trader or miner is squeezed pretty
flat, before he getsout of the country, and,
when they are strong cnough, the Celestial
hawkers (usually British subjschs, natives
of Pennng) resont and resist. . Hence fierce
fighting is always going on more or less in
all these states, which is further com-
plicated by succession Wars, piracy, and in
one instance with faction fights amongst
the Chinese miners themselves, who happen
to have emigrated to the north of Perak in
hordes. In a word, the whole of the

faliy Peninsule, from Siam to Singapore,
though it is one of the richest territories
in Asia — rich in arable fertiliby as
well a8 in vast mineral treasures,
inciuding gold, copper, and tin—has been
converbed into a tradeless, poverty-
stricken, depopulated wilderness, blighted
by intestine discords, and devastated by an
unending reign of terror. There are only
two exceptions amongst these states. At
the northern extremity there is tho peace-
ful, prosperous, well-governed nation of
Quedah. There the anthority of the greab
kingdotm of Siam, to which it is fributaty,
prevails, At the southern extremity of the
peninsular there is the kingdom of Johore.
It is 80 closc to our own seab of govern-
ment at Bingapore, that one may almosh
sey the Sultan is undev & Dritish protec-
torate. At any rate the influence of our
government pervades,bhis stabe fo such an
extent that it cnables its Sulten to keep
peace and order all through his territory.
The inference from fhese is plain
enough. Home rule in af Malay i
only possible when it is uader the protec-
tion of & strong powcr—European or
Eastern—able and willing to strengthen
tho arm and enforce the authority of the
Sultan and the law in time of need.

It was the late Liberal Government that
firsb conceived the possibility of practically
annexing the wholg ay Peninsula under
the guise of a protectorate, and thus estab-
lishing order in.it. Previously the policy
of this country with refercnce to Malacca
was, says Governor Sir Harry Ord, ““un-
conuected, inconsistent, and incongruous.”
When we interfered we usually sided with
onc party, generally the wrong one; and
a8 we did not keep up intervention, we got
credit both for vacillation and injustice.
In 1873, Porak, the most northerly of
thesc stetes, one which borders on our
settloment abt Wellosley Province, got into
such a stabe of anarchy and turmeil that
the disorder threatencd to spread fo our
own territory. Our war ships were fired
on. The rival factions were on the eve of
fighting out their disputes in our colony of
Penang. Lord Kimberley then ordersd the
governor, Sir Andrew Clarke, to “ rescus,
if possible, these fertile and productive
countries from the ruin which must befall
thom,” and asked him to seo * whether it
would be advisable to appoint a Britishofficer
toresidein any of these states.” Sir Andrew
found Perak in the following rondition :—

*A Sultan de jrrc was making war on o

reigning usurper, and, under pretence of |

aiding each, rei'vurs were scouring the
countiy, plundering everybody who pos-
kegsed anything W_orth tnk}n%. A cuuning
knave, oalled the JMantri Nen Abrahim,
who was governor ot tné in-iniiing districs
of Larut, finding the Raja Bendahara (the
usurping Bultan) would extend his power,
gided with him, hoping thereby to achieve
practieel independence. The two great
factions of Chinese mivers from our colony
of Penang. at Larut, joined in the quarrel,
cach in the hope that the vietor would
reward his ally with cxclusive possession
of the tin mines. In Bir Audrew Clsrke's
despateh it is stpted “the country was
one huge cock)it, where nothing but fight-

ing and murder and violence were going
on.” Nir Andrew Clarke restored peace
very guickly, 'I'lhe Chinesefactisns offered
to submit their claims to the decision of a
commission appointed by him. The chiefs
and nobles of Perak agreed to nccept Raja
Muda, the rightful heir, as Sultan, on con-
dition a British Resident was appointed to
belp him to govern properly. The usurper
Raja Bandahara had & torritory given to
him to govern as a sort of viceroy,
and the Mantri of Larut was confirmed

in his oftice there, but put wunder
the surveillamco of a DBritish Resi-
dent also. DPractically Perak, and after

it all the other Mnlay states, wore put
under a British protectorate—ruled by
Sultans, who were themselves ruled by
our Llcsidents, The effect was
magical,  Capital at once flowed into
Perak. In a few months 10,000 mingrs
werc at work at Larut, where a towa was
rapidly springing up. Confident that the
Britieh flog would afford imniunity from
robbery, piracy, and murder, traders, shop-
keepers, and 1ianters began to swarm into
Larut, and +we happen to know one London
speculator who offered a young English
planter an advanee of £30,000 down if he
would. open and work a tobacco plantation
in Perak,

And now the end of it all is that the
‘man on whose firmness and influence all
onr hepes of bringing sbout a peaceful ern

' of industry and development in this rich

and fertile state were bosed has been
treacherously murdercd, How can we
account for it, seeing that all parties ab
the pettiement of the Perak succession
demanded the appointment of our Resi-
dent, as a guarantee that justice would he
always impartially done? We are forced
to remcmber that the settlement Bir Andrew
Clarke made last year wes not agreeable to
everybody in Perak., There were three
perties who had roason to objech to ity and
some of them weto not ab piins to conceal
their hostility. The Mantri of Larut lost
ell chence of independence in consequence
-of the accession of the Rajs Muda (the

rightful heir) to tho throne of Perak as |
~ Bultan Abdulieh. Helicd and wriggled and

prevaricatedabtlieconferenceof nobles which
Bir Andrew Clarke summeoned. Heonlygave
an enforced conscnt to the recognition of
the Sultan Je jure, who, being young and
energelic, was not so likely to let him have
it all his own way as the usurper, Raja
Bandahara, who is old, and lives far away
from L#frut, Then, though this individual,
who seems to be a worthy old man, may
have been loyal enough in his submission,

and though he was comfortably provided

for, still he had been a Sultan de fucto, and

* his retainers folt the change bitterly when
he was reduced to his proper level. That

thoy vieited their chagrin on Mr. Birch,

the Resident at I’grnk, is proved by the fact |
that last yesr, When he went to Blanja, '
where the cx-8ultan lives, to uese the words |

of Bir Andrew Clarke's dcspatch of date
June 16, 1874, he “ was not received very
cordially, this village having become the
refuge of severnl freebooting chiefs, who
driven from other states, thought that in
the probable grievances of the ex-Sultgn
they saw a chance of future difficulties by
whioh they would bLenefit,” Lastly, tl;ero.
was another personage of considerabls
influence in Perak who had reason to
object to the British Protectorate, and
who gave bubt a sullen Tecogunition to Sir
Andrew Clarke’s arrangement of the Perak
succession. That was Reja Yusuf, o prince
of the blood royal, who was rajected by the
peovle when they eloated the heir-apparent
or Raja Muda, at the succession pruuodinc:
the lost,  Most likely it is from one or other
oi these Juarters—probvably from ono of

almost

the two latter—that the blow has come
which has ended the career of our BResident
in this turbulent state. It may be, also,
thetin his attempt to institute an honest
system of revenue collection, instead of
the favourite B plan of promiscuous
« squeezing,” Mr. Birch has fallen a vietim
to the malice of some fresbooting chiefs,
who find their old occupation of robbery
gone. In any event; we have mado our-
sclves responsible for the pesce and order
of Malacca, and we daro mot shrink from
the duty, which is all the more binding
that it is self-imposed, of maintaining a:ml
enforcing good government in these rich
bus distracted states. The spirit of outrage
and turbulence must be nipped in the bud,
or it will spread all along Maleces from
Siam to Bingnpore, We must, therciore,
be as pertinacious in our efforfs to bring
the assassin of Mr, Birch to justice, as we
have been in insisting that Mr, Margary’s
murder in Yunnan should not go un-
avenged,
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