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THE TROU.BLF IN PER-\.IL
THE stavtling ;news that the British
: ResldenthcmL had been murdered by
) the Malzws., that a British force was on ifs
way..to.- pumsh the ,2ssassins, that one
| officex, has been ]ulled and two wonnded,
: and that the Ra;ahs, luﬂded by ex
dency and weze tzymu to expel the
fBrxtlsh troops, }lm.s pmlnbh oceasioned
our, 1eaders ; Somie shoht uneasiness.
:The mtelhgence, howevex is by no means
so alarmmrf as 1t appems on. the surface.
Perak is a small mdependent Malay
Iym to the south of Penang, gow.emed'
nomma]ly, by 1tb _own Sultans, but, i
ren.hty, contmlled. by the adyice of a Buritish
fReSldent ’I‘he whole population of Perdk
_‘lBleSS_ thsm that of the county. of Durhan,
. and 1ts capz!;al can he appreachcd by gt
boats, go that there is not the sli rrlxt.est reRsol
faz fearmrf any dzsastrous comphcatron ox
casﬂy Wm' on account. uf the fate of pour
| Mr BIRCH ' His murderers can be punished
| without, difficulty, and the whole troubl
ma,y be ended, befoxe the week is out. I
01'de1 o Plevent its repetltlon, our Resi-
. dency Shmlld be gamsoned with trusty
: ﬁroops, Eﬂd Pm;fk should become in reality,
if not in na,me. as. much aStlalts sottlement
as Penang, ,

, It was Sn ANDREW GLmKE, one of tho
ablest govemors the 1 'V_falay Peninsula has
evel seen, who sent Mr Bircu to Perak;
but in. so doing _he _mevely complied
'mf.h the em'nest mquest of its SouLTaX:
Nearly elghteen months ago, the Province
of Perak was convulsed by intestine feuds.
Laxut, a dependency of Perak’s, lying close
to the frontier of our Province of Wellesley;
under the rule of a fributary of the
SuLTax’s, known ag the Muntzi of Larut,
had for two years been desolated by an -
sparing blood feud, waged hetween W0
sets of Chinese emlﬂ‘ia.nts for the possos-
sion of g rich tin m:uie. These Chinese
factaons camed their disputes to. such 4
length that they built war junks, with
which they committed numberless  acts
I of piracy all along the coast, and 0B
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lljlr:i'lut i 50, B é'al “a* W'e]leﬁ],iam ,’”E.}’i(gff“!
wthontzes! founcl-"'the péacdw 0f:
flement, “Seriously. ;pstutl')etl by
war which ‘raged ‘just. over themu:
frontiers: Buritich: g‘unhcmtﬂ were fred 2 hy
(hinese pirates, 3 a.m'f ttf fmnd of brigands
actually attackod one: of our,polwﬂ stations: |
To ndd to_the comphcatmu, the; ﬂn'one Jof|
perak was in the * po.ssessmn of &'USMP?I”'
The ughtful SULTAY Was stn.ugg]mgf ‘ﬁo e
-ram his authontv, and, the fwar of' sncces- i
cjon in - Perak. “occasioned almosh as, muck |
qnarchy as the. contest for the thsputea mi'
jine i Larot. ‘The- Muntu of the Jather,
State supported one"Chinese, fb.ctmn Lthe'
yightful SULTAN: of Piamlc supported the :
other, and for fwo years the Malays " a.ml 1
Chinese fought andwi angléd; lmpul‘tmgwar :
junks and ﬁghtmg me.n from: Canton, :md
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Jaking the fair pr ovmce o1’ ’lmmble scbn el
of bloodshed and desolntmn Fmdmn' that :

the fighting and sma.why in’ Perak’ was'
t]neatemnrr the ' pence “of onr: own settle-
nents, rendering: the. good govemment of
onir Chinesé " su'h]ect;s 1mpossmle,_ n.nd
werionsly mterfermo“ with the secumty of
sur shipping, Sir Awprew Cranke de-
termined to nse his good offices: w:th the
Jisputants, in- ovder to. compose ‘the quarrel
which had - occa.smned sueh lamenta.ble
consequences.. By 2 3udmlous dlspl'i.y of.
force, he induced’ the. contemhurr Ghmese
faetions to submit theu dlsp‘ute to lus
arbitration, and bound. over the head men
to keep the peace: in the sum of £10,000.
'(lis agreement has’ Been honm.uably
observed. The Ohmese dlsmantled their
stockades, “ burnt | the1r ar ]unks, and
et to work to develope the mdnstrm.l
resources of- the Lamt Ina sholi'. time
the provinee, 50 long chstmcted by blaody"

foads, became o very ‘Hden of peaté and.|!

fertility, and our counﬁrymen in'the \Ealay
Peninsula wers antzmpﬁtmn* gxemt thmgs
frow the rapid de*velopment ‘of :the enor- .
nons metallie. wealth: of the country. ’ The.

Chinese feud, howéver, was complicated by: | |

a dispute as to the posséssion of the throxe

with thelr establishfents;” 1s "t be i
» first charge on the' 1even‘ues of Pera.L and’
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of Perak, and this Sir: AxDREW ‘CLARRE |

proceeded o settle - unmedlately a.ftel"
binding over the Chinese-to subnnt to h15<‘
arbitration.  Rajah Mupa, the r1ghtfu1;
Sultan of Perak, to whose supporﬁ ‘the
British Government wa.s pledged by treaty,
was placed on the throne. -The usurping
Sultan, Rajah BaAnpinamra  IsmAln, was
deposed, but he was allowed the title of
Ex-Sultan, and an estate was set apart for
him. end @ pension was granted to him
from the vevenues of Perak. A slip of
territory, twenty-five miles leng by five
broad, was handed over to the British

province of Wellesley, in accordance with
an old treaty made in 1826. The clauses
of the treaty relating to- the appointment
of Residents state: tha,f. “the" SULT AN
must receive and pmﬂde 3 smtable 1esx-'
dence for a Bntlsh officer, to be called-
Resident, -who-shall- ‘bo.-accredited -to. his
Court, and “hose ndvme must be asked amd

'ehg:ton and custom One-

Puulent had to be etatmned‘ at “Peralk, and

It is also specified
“these ' Rés’idents,

an assistant ab L:u ut.
fhat the ‘cost = of

that the colleckion '@nd- contml ‘of all
revenues, and the rfeneral a&mmmtratxon
of the contry, are to be - regula,ted undei
the adviee of the Resnlents To thls tieaty, |
both Rajah Mup4 and thé e*c-Sultan, Rajah
Isvam, affixed 4 '1r ‘signatiires, torreﬂier
'Chlefs Up el
the other day all went well. M1 BIRGH !
was ﬂppomted Remdent and “under h1s ‘
auspices Perak 'became as orderly ad’ a
Biitish Province, = Itd boundless inineral
wealth and ifs 111va1uable forests ‘began,
alter the lapse of a"es, to “he utﬂmed '
the mdustnous adventplel The.
wealth of Perak éxcited sich | dmams
of riches that, as o couesponﬂ.ent |
cxpressed it, it seemed as if “Hl Dorado

had been found at last.” Suddelﬂy we
learnied that My Brrer haﬁ been * tleac'her
ously murdered while in his bath inid " that
troops had been despatched to Perak to
punish his’ assnssms Latel f,B]e{u anls
throw but little light upon the reasons for
this act of - {reachety ; “but from’ the faot
that ex-Sultan IS!IAIL ig :epmtec'l i lea,cl
ing the opposxtmn to the British, it is’ pm-
hable that the'old usutper is at the bottom |
of the whole affair. The real Snltan, Ra;ah
Mepa, is never mentxoned It a]_)peals
a5 if the old holder of the Throtle
of Perak had resblved upon ma‘mng
2 desperate effort to 1ega1n ‘the position ‘he
lost in the spring of 1874, and 'that he had
tommenced c.pemhons by assassmatmn' ‘the
Yepresentative of ‘the arbitrator whose
award gave the t]uone t0 his vival. There
nced he no anxiety as to the result. If
the ex-Sultan is the instigator of the rising,
ke will be put out of the way of doing any
wore iigchief, and steps will be’ taken
t render impossible the recurrence”of a
similay tragedy. The recent Tamentable
events, a_lthough sad for the reIatwes of
our gallant oﬂ‘icers will do tlfood to Pemk ]11
Seewring its virtual annexation to the British
Empire,




