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GENERAL NEWS.

< IBY THLEGRAPIL]

THE MURDER OF MR. BIRCH AT PERAK
OFFICIAL DETAILS,

The following communication has been forwarded to us
from the Coloniul Office :—* Tho telegrams recoived at this
office to-day (Suturday) throw some additionnl light upon
the circumstances attending the murder of Mr, Birchin
Pernk. It appeured that a proclamation had heen issuad,
and had boen posted throughont Perak on the 1st November.
Dr, Birch on that day telegraphed to Sir W, Jervois that
the proolamation had been well received, and that all was
quiet m Perak, On the following day, however, a
ltore down tho proclamation posted at Passir Saln,
where the Resident was, and on heing struck by the inter-
proter of the Residency at once stabbed thub officer, An
affray followed, in which Mr, Birch, who was in his bath,
was murdered. The force sent to punish the perpetrators
of this oulrnge-consisted of Captain Innes, K.I,, Lieu-
sonnnts Booth and Klliott, with sixty men of the 10th,
Lieutonant Abbott, R.N., sixty Sikhs, and fifty police and
Mnlays, with rockets. They amvived at the Resideney on
tho 5th, an:l on the Gth marched through the jungle
against the Maharajah Lela, in whose village the murder
wus conunitbed, aud who was found oceupying a stdckaded
position. After an hour und n hall's fighting, the Turo-
pean troops charged the stockade, In this charge Cuplain
Innes was killed, and Lieutonants Booth and Elliott were
wounded ; and 1t was considered necessary to order o ro-
troat, which was ellocted in an ordetly mauner, dnd not
beforo the enemy had abandoned the stockade. The
Covernor telographs that the principal chiefs of Perak
romatn unshaken in theiv loyalty, and that the Sultun
Nad offered to asmst with men and boats. HMe reparts thab
the disterbances are still confined to a limited area, and
thut tho residency on the Perak River is seonrely held,
He has at his disposal between 700 and 800 Furopean
troops, besides 80 avtillery, and two men-of-war aré on the
station 3 others nra expected, and, in addition, General
Clotbourne sailed with 300 men of the 80th Regiment on
the 11th for Singnpove.” _ , &8 '

The residoncy at Porak is now garrisoned by oight
hundred British troops, supported by the- gun vessels
Thistle and Fly. Sultan Abdallah is friendly to the
British, The murder of Mr. Birch is believed to have
heen unpromeditated.  The Malays, however, nre arming
for defence. (iavernor Jervois is preparing to undertake
inilidary oporations, ;




