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BENINSULA.
(Traes Trrrerane.)

Prrax, »ie Penang, Iriday.—Ths MMalays &7
stockaded within seven miles of the Residency. The
gunboats are ten miles lower down. The troops 21¢
entrenching the Residency and await reinforcement
before attacking.

WWe expeet news of offeusive operations seven days
hence,

Carcorra, Sunday, 10 32 am,—The 38rd Bufls,
now quartered here, a Goorkha regiment, and a
battery of mounfain artillery, in tbe aggregate
numbering 1,000 men, of whom abeut balf are
Turopeans, have becn directed to hold themselves
resdy to start for Pernl. ‘

The British India :Steam Company has been ves
quested to have transports ready. o

TH

If final orders are issucd, the foree will probable
start by the middle of the week.

TN MURDER OF MR. BIRCH.

Prxang, Friday.—The Residency at Perak is now
garrisoned by 8§00 British troops, supported by the
gunboats Thistle and Fly. Sultan Abdallah is friendly
to the British. The murder of Mr, Birch is believed

' to have been unpremeditated. The Malays, however,

are arming for defence, Governor Jervoise is pre~
paring to nudertake military operations.

The following has been received from the Colonial
Office fov puvlication:—*The telegrams received ab
this office to-day (Suturday) throw some additional
light upon the circumstuances aitending the
wurder of Mr, Birch at Perak. It appears that
w proclumation had been issued and had been
posted throughout Perak on the lat of November,
Alr, Rireh on that day telegraphed to Siv M. Jervoiso
that the proclamation had been well received, and that
all was quick in Peral,  On the following duy, how-
ever, a Malay tore down the proclamation posted ab
Passie Sala, where tho Resideut was, und on being
strnek by the interprefer of the Residency, at onco
~tabbed the officer.  An affray followed, in which M.
Bireh, who was in his bath, was muvdered. The force
scut ro punish the perpretrators of this oulruge con-
sisted of Cupt. Innes, R.E., Licutenants Boath and
i3liott, with sixty men of the 10th, Lieut. Abbott,
R.N., and fifty police nnd Mulays with rockets.  They
arrived at the Residency om the .5th, and on
the Gth marched through the jungle against tho
Mahuarvajah, in whose village the murder was com-
mitted, nnd whoso village was found oceupying o
stockuded position. After an hour and a half's fighting
the Buropein troops charged the stockade.  Tn thia
charge Captain Tumes was killed and Lieuntenants
Booth and Elliott were wounded; and it was con-
ddered necessary to order a retreat, which was

‘effected jn an orderly manuner, and nct before the

eneiny had abaundoned the stockade. The Guvernor
telographs that the ‘principal chiefs of Perak remain
unshaken in their loyalty, and that the Sultan has
offered to assist with men and bouts. Xe reports
that the distnrbances ave still confired to a limited
aven, and that the Residency on Perak River is
seeurely held, e has at his disposal bebween seven
and eight hundred Buaropenn troops, besides eighty
artillerv, and two men-of-war are ou the station,”

A correspondent writes :—2Ae, J. Woodford Birch, who
has just been treachercusiy murdered af Peruk, wasun
novies in the vovernment ot Mahommedans,  For many
years he was Government auent of the eastern provinee of
Ceylou, where the population iy largely Mahommwedan and
wnitly Malay.,  There Mr. Birch gained the confidenca
alilke of the Colonial Office and the natives by his energy
ani good judgment, besides earning n reputution for
himself as a crack elephant shot,  When the Straits
Jettiements were constituted a Crown colony Mr, Birch was
appointed its first Colomal Seeretary upon the recominen-
2ation of Sir Hercoles M obinson, then Gevenorof Ceylon,
If, os I8 now reported probable, a religious war should
brank out on ti Paninsula, there would be somae
denger of 1ts influencs eprending to Ceylon., The Ceylon
Lills Regiment, disbanded albouy two years ago, wis
sormerly recruited at the Straits, and in CGolomho aud
sther large towns thero is a considerable sprinkling ot
Malays, and u still Invger number of Matommesan Moor-
men.  The best of the dishanded Rifles wers drafied into
e armed island police, while by far the greater portion
weare lett to seek civil emplovment, or to wander discou-
tenbed or desporats over tho country.




