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-'THE MURDER OF MR. BIRCH.

The following communicztion has been issued from the-
Colonial Office :—* The telegrams received af this offics to--
dny (Saturcay) throw some adcitional light upon the
circometances attendivg the murder of Mr. Birch in Pergk,
It appears that a proclamation had keen issued, and bad
been posted throughout Persk on the 1st November, Mr
Birch on that day telegraphed to Sir W. Jervois that the-
preclamation had been well raceived, and that all was quis
in Perak. On the following day, however, a Ma'ay tore-

down the proclamation posted at Passir Sala, whero the
Resident was, and on being struck by the interpreter of the
Recidency, at once stabbed that officer. Au affray
followed, in which Mr, Birch, who was in his bath, was
murdered. The force sent to punish the perpetrators of
this ontrage consisted of Captain Innes, B.E, Licutensnts
| Booth and Elliott, with sixty men of the 10th, Licutenant
| Abbott, R.N, sixty Seiks, and fifty police and Malays, with:
rockets, - They arrived at the Residency on the 54, and on
the 6th marched through the jangle against the Maberajsh
Lela, in whose villnge the murder was committei, and who
was found occupyiny o stockaded position. Afteran honrand
8 half’s fighting, the. Enropean trouy s charged the stockade, -
In this charge Captain Innes was killed, and Lientenants
Booth and Elliott wore wounded, aud it was considered
pecesraTy  to ordor o retrent, which was effected in an
orderly manner, and not before the cuemy had abaudoned -
the stockade. The Governor telegraphs that the principal
chief: of Perak remain unshaken in their loyalty, aud that
the Sultan Las effered to assist with men and boats. He
-| reports that these disturbances are still confined to alimited
area, and that the Residency on the Perak Riverissecurely
held. He has st bis disposal between 700 and 800 Earo-
pewn troops, hesides eighty artillery, and two men.of-war
we on the station, Othora are oxpected, and, in addition,
General Colborne sailed with 300 men of the 80th Regi-
ment on the 11th for Singapore.” )
The Times publishes the following special telegrams in-
reference to affairs in the Malay Peninsular :— _

. HONGKONG. Nov. 12.—In consequence of the outhraak at
Perak, General Colborne, with Captain Huskisson as Aides
de Carrp, 300 men of the 80:h Regiment, under the-
command of Major Amiel, and Captains Tyler, Creazh, and
Howar., Lieutenants Prior, Cole, and Walmesley, Sargeon
L’Fstrange, and Commis:aries Johnstone and Skinuer, left
yesterday for Singapore. _ -

Pr1 AX, vin Penang, Nov. 12.—Tha Malays are stockaded *
within seven miles of the Residency. The gunboats are af
Sabuthang, ten miles lower down. ‘The troops ase intrench- -
ing -he Residency, and await reinforcements before attack-
E:g. We expect news of offen.ive operations seven days

ence, :

Cavcurra, Nov. 14, 10.32 a.m.—The Third Buffs, now
quartered here, s Goorkha regiment, and a battery of’
Mountain Artillery, in the aggregate numbering 1,000 men, .
of whom about half are Europeans, have been directed to-
hold themselves ready to start for Perak, The British-
India Steam Company has been requested to have trams--
ports ready. If final ovders are issued, the force will,
probably, start by the middle of the wesk., '

PeNANG, Nov. 12th.—Early in 1874 Sir Andrew Clarke,
in consequence of piracies, .but before Lord Kimberley's
sanction, convened a meeting of Chiefs and concluded &
Convention whereby Besidents were pleced at Perak Larut,
and other districts, Mr. Birch was appointed at Perak and
Captain Speedy at Larut. ‘Vhero were two claimants to the
throne on Sultin Ali's death—the Rajah Muda Abdoolla
and Ismail, Ismail ncted ss Snltan and kept the regalia,
but Abdoolla iz the rightfal heir, Sir Andrew Clarke
upheld-Abdoolla, The Uhiefs did not carry out the Con-
vention. A second Proclamation was, therefors, issned
with Abdoolla’s consent ratifying the former Treaty, and.
appointing British officers as Quean’s Commissioners {o-
govern the country. Mpyr. Birch heard that these Procla-
mations had been torn down by Malays, _and, en routs to
investigate the matter, was killed. Ismail is suspected of
complicity in the disturbance., I arrived at Larat river,
ani procesded by night unmolested o the Residency, 20
miles further. I saw Captain Speedy. He states that the:
disbrict is quiet, The Chinese rebidents have offered 2000-
men to fight the Malnys. Captain Speedy has atockaded
the Pass between Perak and Laraf. o Malay Mu
Rajsh of Larut tells me his interests and Perak liaiay
terests are not identical, and he is friendly to the British. -

A Reuter's telegram, dated Penang, Nov. 12th, is as fol-
lows :—The Residency of Perak is now garrisoned by 800
British troops, supported by the guun-vessels Thistle and
Fly, Sultan Abdalloh i3 friendly to the British, The
murder of Mr. Birch is believed to have been unpremedis
tated. The Malays, however, are arming for defemce.
Governor Jervois is preparing to undertake military
operations. ' -




