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: OUR LiTE%’I‘ L"["PLE WAR,

We have a liftle wer va hand i the
BIaIay Penmsnla., whm}; ]1&010 it is over,
may, perhaps, cost us a: many lives o5 "
ﬁAsL _class mhway calhsum As 2 matter of
course; i unblels are aski iz what iy the
wolld are we ('.lomrr in the Stnmts of
'\t[nlaccn,, and quggesunﬂ the f:'-‘,t;'thlhty of
retiving ‘with bag and haagage frog the
Peninsula. We wonrlc«. bires: wiseacres do
7ot” pmpoSc, after every | waitway collision,
that we s.hcmld abandsn  railvoads an(
retum to stage coaches. Our railway cop.
panies “smash’ up more men and womey,
every tvelve months than all the Tiv os lost
in the defence of an Impive whigh
encircles the world. This Solay tronlla
is; “of course, a con\r»m::l: toxt  fop
those “ho rhsbeheve in thu civilizing
rhiggion " the Eaz race, 1g
deseant * mon the dutics of ciriailing gyp
responsibilities m these  distaub regiong,
bt in re’-ﬂlty it'is a LO"(“}._ arsument ip
favour, ot of drawm" back, bub of going
flither, Just as ‘n’ wilvay Lolhsmu
'ezﬁp]jasizes “the “ impesative  necessity,
not ' of  abandonming &l control ovep
the arviival and depmitne of
but “of perfecting ths
for conducting the traliic ¢n
so this collision with the 2lain
not that we should
attempts to control a fiow
but that we should so incse:
over them as to reiider
impossible in future. O
Malays is not o
altogether and Icm'e them to ot
of all peaceable traders, hLencs
21d industricus workmoen ab
sweet will and pleasure, but to
sede, onee for all, the uibzilr seandalong
and ineficient rule of
Rejabs by the
of Great Britain.
we decrease the
tnnate affairs as that s
ocqarred, exceptmn‘ indes
meagure of prohibiting ry
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regions, which vould e as vevolutionmy
and as absuzd as to abolish railways to pre-
vent collisions,- Fortenafely, the sterco-
typed Jamentation over the extent of cur
responmbﬂxtms and the borden of omr
Empn'e has never much intluenece in pres
venting the extension of vespansibilities or
the inerepse of our Impesial huvdens,  Cire
cumstances ave too strong Tor na,  Weaue
drviven onward by a re:stlass destioy,
which-becomes stronger instcad of weaker
with every sucecssive yoar, Novdo we ex-
pect to sse the pressave docvened uptil we
have either fulfilled our civilizing mission or
‘bacome umworthy of boing cubrusted with
‘fhe eduneation . of the myriad races of the

East.: One hundred yeaos ago the
‘Ruler * of . Grent exareized

authoriby! over ten miltivns of hwman
beings, « To:day, Her Masusry is veceg-
nised . as :a.:Sovereign “by 330,000,000 of
subjects. - The rapidity of this growsh of
empire - is- ‘only ‘less astounding than
the :fact' that at no period dwming
the - present  century Thave we
" posely songht to extend: the number of onr
.slubjecf-s. We sought trade, and we foaud
‘Empirve. Like SavL, the'son "of Kisu, we
were 1i11ﬁsearching for our father's asses
wlien we Teceived from tiie hand of Provi-
dence the Kh\dly dindem. The reason for
this" is not so much our rapacity s o0
lmmamty, and the lamenbetion which avises
whenever a now State, or island, or tewis
‘tory ds #dded to our Kmpive arises often
from the most gordid motives, because
governing a people costs more than frading
with them. - But, whatever may be the
motives for our regrets, they ave utterly
powerless to arvest the course of events
If we persist in trading, unley; the national
conscience becomes 2s havd ns the nether
millstone, we shall, soonar or later, be com-
pelled to undertake the governing of the
countries where we take onr inerehandise,
where there isno other goods worth the name,
and the only method shovt, of annexation
for avoiding any future troubles in the
‘Peainsula is to abandon our setfle-
ments, and .prohibit the landing of an
Englishman or an Buglish cargo along the
whole of the coast.

Many sineere and well-meaning
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me that- thm'e is o difficulty

ik eepmn- cloax of such. 'eomphcatmn's; ~ak
1 have lately émbtoiled us With ghir
alalays Wlthont resoxting ¥ to such a mﬂical
mensure a8 the pro]nbltmn of all- tl'
Iu spite of the unvarying experience of tlua
last jmndred years, they believe that it.i
the governors and not the budern, that it'is
liplomacy and not COMMErce, whmh in:
Hil)ves us in these brotls, and tha.t t;he latter
021 need be left to 1tseif fo' mmd all little
They might as well BN thnt xt is the
umza’o:on of 1a11wu.y 4 'm‘ﬁc that lea.ds to
culh!ﬂOﬂSs smd that Lhe true way ﬁo a,voxd
nashes is to allow every ‘oné to . xun’ 8
it in any dir rection Whenéver hie pleaged.

he ouly certain way to avoid collisions is
o kecp all trains off the rails ; u,n& the_ _only
way to avoid: Tittle wars : BTN the Eaﬁf L 18 i:o
keep all Englishmen in the West. Lot ds
suppose’ thet we elimivate’ . governors
md diplomacy, garisons and gunboats,

those W ‘hie

from the Straits Settlemeants, and leaye our, |

merchants to their devwes.; As the trade
of these settlements amountsto £22 000 OOD

per aNIUM, Our traders wonld not. abzmtlon :

these ports ab once~—that m, a.lwa,yg Sup-

posing that they conld kecD then' hold Jupon |
There ave only 1,750 Europeans :
altogether who hve m tha n.u{lbt, of |
150,000 Malays - and 100 000 Chmese,.'
who know the C%e‘tlcments _
Jeclare thahf it were ndb. for the. gunboats '

:.-hem'

and those

e white men woal& be dvlven mto the sea.
{0-10rTOW.

are permitted to Live :md ‘bra,{le as before,

minus gunboats. Ag soon s the uunbomts

disappeared, the plraﬁlcal pmhus Whlch

luked of old in every creek woulf.‘qnc_e_
more make their appearance, Commerce

wonld be masafe, sailors would take their |

lives in their hands, and the Strails of
of the brigands of the snas.’ “Our countrymen.
would be muvdered, then_ plopexty plun-

Jeved, their ships bumt until tmde ]
renleved impossible, |

Malacen w ould be 1'0atolr ed o the possessmn :

over,
Government, do not lose L]lell‘ Lold upon a
areat and &
struggle.
adventurces of Singapore and Penang
would maintain troops and equip gunboats
for the protection of their ships. I t‘my

Suppose, however that thny
vere not driven into tﬂe sea, but thafs they :

En'*hshmnn, hon-lz
even though d.esezbed by then':'

moﬁuab]e traln without A
In all probability the merchantr

did, they might, of course, continue to
{rade, but things would ba just as they ave |
now, with this most important differenze,
that the armed force of the settlements,
instead of being as ab present in " the
hands  of the Supreme Government,
lizble to De ealled to aeccount ab
any moment in  England, and wa-
2fected by the projulices of our traders,
would be in the hands of an irvesponsible
community of specnlators, guided by no.
other principle but a desive o malke money,
and controlled by nothing but their own-
assions, 1)1;9j11('iiees. and fear - Thnr
would be ten 00111!:!0115 the.l for one tgat
takes place mnow, and E:ﬂ”llshm()‘] v;ouTrl
Ll aud bé kilted moy e fxcquﬂnt,l)" Hap
ever, _ iy

The result would be-the same, if;instead |
of aring o vepress piracy the Singapore
erchants were to pay black. mail to: the
pirates, There would either be an endless
succession of pirates demanding tribute;ior

the pirate chief would brealk his- trust, or
lie would Lo attacked by his envious neigh.:
bours, and our 1merchants . would in the end:
find themselves compelled:-to fight. - If -is
otherwise where thera is. ‘a- settled strong-
Government. But in the Malay Penininila-
there is nothing but -anarchy.: Theve ave |
disputes about stccession, andif
there ave as deadly feuds about pro er3".
The Chinese secvet societiesand €
pretenders between them keep the: Penin-
sly in comstant bloodshed aud twmoili
Theve is neither peace, oxder, industiy;:or |
honesty.  We mush--either abandon alliy
atierapts to trade with the Malays, or-wé'
uust protect onr merchants with the slrong |
am of our authority—a..course which sy
catein o resuls, soomer or laber,in, the
wssunption of the Government. - U wel
lave owr merchants to: themselves, they |
Wil do ag the East India: Company |
Gd, and build np an Empire without
te 1moderating control  of. the Imperial
& 'The question thus eomes o

eadless

“vernment,
dds:—Js it worth while. to govern the
?-Iﬂla}'s for the sake of . ony frade withthe:
Strails Sebtlements 2 | Of that there can-be
19 doubs, The imports and : exports into
tie Siraits Settlements: exceod the imports
an exports into any other British posses-.
ston excepting  Canada, Victoria, ' and:|
Biitish indin. The territory inhabited by -
e 3lulays is very fertile, it abounds in
f'fi’civus motals, and: it -would be converted
) 2 garden by the industrious Chinese
the anarchic no-rule of its. independent
Bejils wove superseded by the strong
Cifartia] . ~thority of a Colonial Governor. |
N wonld “qay, end more than pay, its:
““benges, It is high time an end were pub
© the playing fast and loose with- this:
‘igstion, Tt will not do playing at apnexa- |
l“'uu under the guise of appointing Resi- |
“us, and thou leaving them 4o be mur-
’-"*'T The whole country, from Quedak
Johore, ]‘hon‘fh not inc}u&inmteith'er
S“@te ghould he foazma.lly annesedto, ony
__ F)ﬁ.{eﬁ‘bi‘-“ : That is, the rh‘al l'e”son’ d‘”{&}e
Jﬂ!ﬂlibldimwl’emk._ : P
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