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THE. MALAY RISING,
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'- ISLAND -OF PENANG, Drd. 18, -

v Th may ba essumed, judging from the coursp of
recent events, ‘that .tho murder of the Hon,
J. W. 'W. Birch was prenieditated and political.
| Sincd the evening that the Colonial atea.mer Pluta
{ arrived . in Penang Harbour, on the Srd Nov.,

bringing the sad news of -his assassination, eventa
have: succeeded ome another quickly ;- end the
murder, which might have resolved itself into one
of personal jealousy or enmity, has since neoes-
sitated the despatch of two large armed forces.
The promptness with whioh the Lieut.-Governor
of Penang acted on receipt of the intelligence wag
‘worthy of all pralse. At 11 p.m. on the 3rd Now.
it was decided to despatch on the following morn-
| { ing, at six o'clock, an armed foroe of 60 men of the
» | 10th Kegiment, with police, &e. There was. littla
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tropical downpour—noneforthose who had to equip
the party and supply them with provisions, &o,

- At Durian S'batang, on the Perak River,- tha
' | Pluto anchored to relieve the Residency. -To push
forward at onoe was the all-absorbing desire. A¢
,{ many Malay boats as could be secured were filled
. { with our men, and the ascont of the nver"begau_.

' | although the discomforts of thenight werehayond
' | realisation. The Msalay boats are tress hollowed
' | out and shrunk with fire, the gunwale bamp; abouj
| six” inches sbove the water,  On sccount of the
rapidity of the current and the numerous.shoalg
'|and sandbanks which ogour between Durian
‘S’batang and Banda Bahru (the Residency), the
boats are prope]led by “polors,” After twelve
hours’ ¢ polmg,” although the distance covered
was not more than eight miles, and through a
| night of tropical rain, sgoinst which there was no
protection, the Besidency was reached and ro-
licved. On the following morning (Sunday,
7th November), the party. procceded towards
| Passir Sala, thq scene of Mr. Birch's murder.
 { The repulse at this stockide and the numeroug
casualties speak for themselves, . The retreat wes
sounded, and, through dense jungle, tho
wounded were carried or walked for two miles and
.| & half to the boats, beneath a burning sun, Tha
' I Residenocy was reached in the afternoon. The
news of the repuise was sont to Penang, and rein~
forcements from China and Oaleutts called for,
the Residenoy ‘being meanwhile intrenched, and
smell detachments of artillery and the 10th Regi-
mént, from Singapore, sent forward to strengthen
their numbers, It would now be well to look af

.| o¢oupying, Perakis no insignificant State. It
‘| stretehes along the west comst of the Malay
Pemnsula for about 100 miles, and its averagd
width may be taken at 50 miles. On the
.|north it is bounded by the Krian River,
{on the south by .the
| theeast it is separated from Triganan and Pobar

' | sleep for the men that night—one of continuous’

+|The cheery laugh and the ;o:&e passed round,:

| the extent and character of the country we are-

Birnam River?; on

5,000 feet, ond also by dense jungle. The soil is
said to be extremely fertile, aud capable, dndex
the influences of the mild climate, of producing

| eoffee, sugar, indigo, and: other tropical plants,

So prolific is the soil said to be, that sugar. will
grow to an enormous size by merely turning up
the soil rudely, and ingerting the outtings. The
Perak River is supposed to rise in Siamese terri~
tory, near the source of the Mooda River, the
northern. boundary of Provineg Wellesley, Tt
flows due south, with meny torfuous windings,
for about 100 miles as far as Durian 8'batang—

| the anchorage for gunboats—~—from which point if

runs almost west for about 43 miles into the
Btroits of Malacca, At Q.uu.lla. Kangsa.tho rivern
is about 280 yards wide; northwards beyond
that it becofnes rocky and mnarrow., This. part
of the river affords the. sportsman sabuna
dance of buffaloes. Near Banda Bahru the
river is exnctly 280 yards wide, and as it runs
south incremses greatly in width, ill nesr the
mouth it attuins s width of two or three miles,

| The soil on the banks is chiefly alluvial, with sub~

strate of clays of o variety of shades placed over
sand.- The vegetable mould is im most places
which are not inundated by the river of good
depth, The Perak river has been the great high-
way for the transport of the Peralk land forces.
Towards the end of November Penang harbour
had assumed an unwonted appenrance. Three
large transports had arrived, or were in coarse of
arrival. Gunboats entered the harbour and wera
at once despatohed to swell tha ranks of the Naval
Brigade, or to blockade tho coast between the
Krien and the Birmam rivers, At one time there

they wero en routs to the Larut river, the plam
being to operate from the north as well as from the
gouth, On the 30th November the headquarters

Tellok' Karteng, on the Larut River, and pros

tanco of 27 miles. On Tth Decomber Brigadiex-
Goneral Ross and Staff, with a half-battery ok
artillery, 250 of the 3rd Buffs, and 100 men of tha
18t Regiment of Ghoorkas, with followers, landed
at Tellok Eartang, and proceeded by two marches
to Bukit Gautang., Here the want of coolies
negessitated much troublesome delay, {fle trans-
port promised by the Resident, by direction of the
coloninl authorities, not being forthcoming. The
difficulties that had to be contended againstin
gecuring them were enormous, desertions into the
jungle reducing a tolerably good exray of coolies

at the start into a stroggling, disorderly lot of
Chinamen at the end of & march, News having
arrived of complications at Sungie Ujong, near
Malacon, & portion of the force intended to
operate in Larut was hastily despatched in No. 3
transport to Malacea, The Malacea field forca
oconsisted of about 620 of all arms, including
ertillory, the 3rd Regiment, the Buffs, end 1st
Ghoorkes, This number was-to strengthen the de~
tachment of the 10th Regiment at Sungie Ujong.
Before the reinforcements could reach them, hows
ever, a1 engagement had taken place, resulting
in 13 being killed and 10 wounded, two of the
formerbelongingtothe 10th Regiment. Thestockade

by mountains, varying in height from 2,000 foot t0

attacked was situated near Rassa, and was of

were lying in the harbour nearly 1,000 inen; soon

of .the 3rd Regiment, the Buffs, landed ali -

ceeded by throe marches to Qualls Kanges, o dis--

great strength, snd most resolutely defended
by about 300 Msalays. It was eventually taken
by o brilliant beyonet oharge, led by Lieu-
tenants Hintmen and Peyton, The Malays re-
sisted till the last, and then fled into the jungle.
Twenty-one of their number were found inside
dead, This portion of the Peninsuls, as
elsewhare, is dense jungle and forest, with paths
along which troops can pass only in single file,
The ,only highway is the Larut River, and that
with many difficulties, for only portions of the
country lying between the coast end the scene of
operations. -

Meanwhile the forces on the Perelk vaer. at
Banda Bahru, had been strongly reinforced by
300 of the 80th Regiment, from Hong-Kong, by
further detachments of the ertillery from Penang
and Singapore, and by the formation of a naval
brigade of 100 men from her Majesty’s ships
Modeste, Thistle, and Fly, under the command .of
Captain Buller, R.N. The whole force con-
sisting of about 650 men, as well as the Tndian
troops, were under the commond of Major-
General Colborne, C.B. Previous to the arrival
of the Major-General Commending a renewed
attoclk had been mede on Passir Sala, the scene of
Mr. Biroh's murder, and the spot where the firs§
attack failed. Passir Sala was later occupied by
a detachment under the command of Lieut.
Patow. A sufficient number of flat-bottomed boats
having been constructed, and towed up the xiver
to Banda Bahru to convey the troops, with theie
ammunition, supplies, &ec., a further. forward
movement was made by the Perak field forces on

| 6th December, The Control Department, with

endless difficulties in regard to transport to con-
tend against—the want of trained subordinates,
the searcity of labour and coolies—has performed
Jits work aduumbly, and on the forward move-,
ment being decided, that department was able t¢
provide, without hitch or danger to its deptt af
Banda Balru, a supply of sixteen daye’ fleld
rations.' The base for’ all supplies for the threq
forces in the field~numbering about 3.000. in«
oluding: touowers—-:s eha U‘onﬁrox Tesorve Depdt, |
Ronang. ...

The column unc'ior Ganerm Uomourne‘e ooms
mand psoended - tho river of the ‘xate of about
;aoven milos & day. . Tho-troops were landed each
inight, ond alsp the puns,: ond::onmps. .pitohed
in tho denso forest and jungle land,.. The forward
‘movemont gontinned until the 13th-December; no
opposition being mot with, On thet date aty
a.mn. the column renched Blenjs, whero streng ro-
pistanco had beem entiipnted. It was found,
howevor, that o¢x-Solfan Ismail. end Rajah
Mahmood, of Sslangore, were retreating before.
tho troops, in fagh hed .just left the place, ! pnd
wore on their way to Kinta, where the rogalia in
rotained by ex-Sultan JIsmail. The General
promptly pressed forward, snd at 2 o'clack in the
nfternoon his scouts came up with the rear-guard
of the onemy, who immediately opened & heavy
fire on our troops, Dr. Rondell, Royal Artillery,
being severoly woundoed in the upper portion of
the loft leg. The jungle path was very heavy,
and tho undorgrowth and trees so dense . that the
greatest diffioulty was, experionced in bringing up
tho 24-pounder rooket tubes, and the 7-pounder
guns. Tho bush was eventually vleared, and the
polumn continued its maveh of about thirty miles
throufrh tho jungle to Kinte.
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