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The Crisis

Crisis in the British Empire

HE two most heterogencons politi-

cal aggregations of peoples in the

waorld, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the British Empire, are
both at this moment faced with a life
amnd death strugpgle for existence. Yel
what a challenging difference there is
in their respective positions in this hour
of supreme crisis!

On the one hand, we see the USSR,
a union of free peoples, with a combined
population of 200 millions, comprising
almast 200 races, of many creeds and
colors, forming a monolithic phalanx
before the enemy, inspared with an enthu-
stastie fanaticism which is the admira-
tion of friend and foe alike. These
comrades-in-arms, these Russians and
Ukranians and Cossacks, Turkmans and
Tajiks, Kabaks and Kalmuks, Bashkirs
and Tartars, Dariat-Mongols and other
descendants of Jenghis Khan's hordes,
know for what they are fighting and love
'I."."I];I[ '||'IL'_'|.' I{I'IIH".'.

Contrast this with the situation in the
Far East, where events have most graph-
ically exposed the inherent weakness of
511|]:|L'1"L.'|.|i.='|n1. According 1o the Simgapore
correspondent of that venerable organ
of  DBritish  imperialism, The  Times,
“Adter nearly 120 vears of British rule
the vast L11:l_i1lri1_1.' ol Asiatics were nnt
sufficiently interested in this rule to take
any steps to insure its continuance,”
What a damming indictment of British
colonial admimistration!

Why is it that these Asiatic peoplss
after enjoying more than a century of
British  cultwre,  civilization,  “trustee-
ship,” and the rest. exhibit such ingrati
tude for the giits the Dritish have
brought them as 1o desert their “trustees”
and benefactors ar the time when they
are most in need of their support? The
answer to this question is to be found
in the economic and social conditions
prevailing in these countries.

Malaya

Malava rvepresented the  wealthiest
unit in the British empire. With 70 per
cent of the world™s tin and more than
50 per cent of the world’s rubber, 1t was
a wveritable El Dovado for prediatory
capitalism; the dream of the City of
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By George Padmore

British Imperialism, to save the

Empire from the Japanese,

must grant freedom to subjeet

peoples: but to do that would

be to commit hari-kari. What
to do?

I.”H[ll'”] Conne true. Tht‘ Fllil'l'l i l'Ill:|'||["|'l i
came into this rich land and dispossessed
the natives of their homes.  He did not
even '._'|-|'|.'t‘ :h{" }I[Elli'l_'h'fl'll‘- :l'll!_' Jlillli._' in e
turn for their lands, for they remained
Meohammedans,  The nabobs,  havinge
taken possession of the best areas of the
conntry, turned 1o Iodia and China,
whence they hrought indentured lahor
into Malava to develop their lands and
prnes. This they did becanse foreign
coolie lahor was even cheaper than the
indigenous kind, so thar the Malayvans
not only lost their lands, but an the same
tme were deprived even of a means of
livelthood, Those people who believe
that imperialism is a philanthropie insti-
tution creating jobs for the hackward
paces st be able to perceive the denial
of their faith in the story of Malaya.

The pulkka sahibs were in Malaya
Nne ther ]hh'k{‘!*l. These “hirds of Jas-
sige’ were feathering their nests as fast
as they possibly could. Fven now thes
hope to return and develop resourees at
the point where they were forced to leave
the Japanese in charge, That is the rea-
son why, while they duly admired at a
great distance the scorched earth policy
operating in the Soviet Union, they fen
things in order for Japanese interim con-
trol. They look forward to a speedy re-
tarn and a renewnl of the “gomd old
'|Ellll"'!'~."

Wages in Malaya averaged twenty-five
cents to thirty-seven cents a day for men
and sixteen to eighteen cents for women.
These were the ruling rates in factories,
mines and  plantations, and  the  legal
maximum working day was fixed at nine
lwots, During December, 1940, workers
oftoan estate I'_lf lhl_‘ I]'I_i1l1|'l'|_} T1]1J]H.‘l' Con-
pany demanded higher wages, and went
om strike when they were refused. Three
strikers were shot dead and others were
wotmnded  when militiry forces were
called in to guell the workers. At Selan-
gor, during Mav, 1941, seven thousand
\.'.'Hl'ki_'r:l' went on h'lr‘ilr\'i'. il'lll! ﬁ‘l.'l" |||- l||'Il.!|l|
were killed in the clashes which followed
with the police.!

'"Hansard, May 28, 1941

These lahor disturlanees were aseribed
ta “subversive propaganda.” questions
in Parliament deawing the reply that
there were no economic justification for
them. Perhaps Members of Parliament
waorld] like 1o work for twentv-five cents
tor thirty-seven cents a day. At any rate,
these were the wages which cansed the
striles, and the fact that the trade union
lw forbade peacein] picketing gave an
excuse jor the official attacks upon the
workers, At the same time cxtremely
Tl sonmie profits were heing pocketed by
the rubber companies.

Not even the semblance of political
demweracy was enjoved by the ndige-
rous people. " The Societies Ordinance
I]!IFLLE‘.H ]'lll'l‘i:ii."ﬂl I'I]'gil.'lli..:‘.fl'l il:III.‘1 'i“l'l_":il.‘ ﬂ]]ll
prior too 19400 also made trade unions
i”{';_::ll_ .I.\"i.lll'l.‘.'I ils [1]1‘ Tl'h]lh H'I‘ |.'|"1"||'|1:'|]fil'l'|_|.":-
labor unrest, trade unions are legalized
under the Trade Union Enactment in the
Straits Settlements, but this enactment
seeks merely to bring the unions under
the control of the Governor, and it makes
all tracle union activities-——strikes, politi-
cal activities, ete.—illegal. The Official
Secrets Fnactiment and the Sedition Or-
dinance give the Governor tremendously
wide and vague powers. Under these
nrdinances ]J!"'I"H'I'I'I!- Cin o l;'l'l'l'l‘.'i.l.'t["[1 naot
omly for actions but for ‘seditious ten-
dencies” and “purposes detrimental to the
mterests of the Brivish Empire.”

“The frecdom of the press, of thﬁ-
l._'.'I,‘IIIHf'I‘ III- tl"lt' .I'II'IIHIFI:_Ilil'I'II l:ll. l|:IIIIZFI.'\.::'i. H‘I-
the showing of fAlms, of meetings, ete,
are all severelv restricted.  Inoall the
Malay States frecdom of conscience is
infringed by the power of the sultans 1o
compel attendance at the mosques and
to declare ‘false doctrines’ illegal, Every-
where police services are highly devel-
rlj I['-I]_ 'II.'Ll'EiL'l'II;II"I_".' Fllll'i['i{';lt '|'II:IIiL'L'. J'I,!l!g("ﬂ
are uswally colonial service officials. Te-
portation without trial 1s very frequent.”™

Cine of the moral justibcations of im-
perialism, used particularly by the Brit-
i is that FEuropean occupation of
Lackward rerritories will abolish slavery
anel other kindred practices incompatible
with modern standards of conduct, Child
slavery, however, flounshed in Hong-
kong and the Malay States. Known as
Mui Tsau, it fed on the grinding poverty
oi the people, who were only too glad
1o receive a few doflars in exchange for
the children they could not afford to feed
and clothe, The git’l:‘-. from the VEry
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yvoungest age {even under 3 vears), were
as a rule sold into domestic slavery, and
very often passed over into brothels.
Bovs were bought to work in factories
and for other kinds of labor.

When he was Secretary of State for
Colonies in 1922, Mr. Winston Chuarchill
told Parliament that he desired “to make
it clear that both the Governor (of
Hongkong, the distributing centre) and
[ are determined to effect the abolition
of the system at the earliest practicable
date, and I have indicated to the Gov-
ernor that [ expect the change 1o be car-
ried out within a year.!

This expectation was too optimistic,
for Lady Simon, writing in 1929, told
that the system still flourished in Hong-
kong, and on May 29, 1941, Mr, Creech
Jones asked the Under-Secretary of
State for Colonies “whether steps are
being taken by legislative action in the
Strants Settlements to prnhihit the traffic

*Hansard, May 29, 1'41.

A tim wine in Malaye

i hoys, who are sold for employvment in
factories and industries outside the ter-
ritories, for domestic service and for
training in circuses and theatres? Re-
plving to this guestion, Labour's repre-
sentative, Mr. George Hall, Colonial
Under-Secretary, completely evaded it
and talked some drivel about there be-
mg a trafhe of some extent in bovs from
China ports to Malaya since the exten-
sion of hostilities in the Sino-Japanese
conflict,

The Secretary of the Anti-Slavery and
Alworigines Protection Society, which for
some time had concerned itself with this
question of Mui Tsai, addressed a com-
munmication to the Colonial Office on
June 17, 1941, in which attention was
invited “1o the statement in the repori
of the Governor of the Straits Settle-
ments on the Muwi Tsai System for the
second half of 1939 (Ref. S.C.A. 1003
19397}, that there is no legislation in the
Straits Settlements to prevent the traffic
in bovs, The fact 15 recorded without

comment, without any suggestion of its
being a hitherto undiscovered omission
in the law of the colony, and without any
indication of any intention to remedy the
law."™

According to Mr. Hall's reply to Mr.
Creech Jones of the 29th May, 1941, the
Governor of the Straits Settlements had
decided to take steps to prevent the traf-
fic, but unfnrtnn:‘ttf}[}' tor the victims,
history did not wait upon the leisurely
reforms of pro-consuls. Those people
who failed 1o support Abyssimia against
Italian aggression on the ground that
slavery still reigned in that country,
would doubtless have done better to have
looked for the evils within the British
Empire. Over a hundred years Britain
had been in Malaya, and it had failed to
eradicate the evil which had been one of
its avowed reasons for taking over im-
perial rule. Now the Japanese have
taken the situation in their hands, and it

* Apti=Slay ery Reporter, October, 1941,
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is too much to hope that these perpetra-
tors of horrible outrages in Honglong
will play the role of social reformers in
Malaya,

Hongkong

The world was shocked at the revela-
tion of Japanese bestiality in Hong-
kong, but we must not be under the de-
lusion that this fvrmer bastion of British
imperialism on the China coast was
something of which the DBritish people
might be proud,

“On the executive side the Hong-
kong government is a bureaucratic de-
partmentalism,” wrofe a correspondent
from the colony in May, 1939, “On the
legislative side it is an autocracy. In
theory the presence of elected and repre-
sentative members on the Legislative and
Executive Councils upholds the prinei-
ples of democracy. In practice the Chi-
nese members neither know nor care
what are the interests of the Chinese
community whom they are supposed to
represent. They have one aim--to get
honors and prestige for themselves—so
they vote with the Governor. The Euro-
pean members, when they do oppose,
can be outvoted by the heads of depart-
ments and the Governor. Not long ago
the Chinese Seamen's Union was, quite
illegally, closed down, but there was no
protest from the Chinese members on
the Council.

The statistics for 1936 show in whose
interest the colony is ruled. Of annual
revenue of approximately $28,000,000,
$4,281,000 was presented to the Imperial
Government for defense, $2,287 000 went
in pensions to retired civil servants, $12,-
218,000 was paid in Government salaries,
and only F182,000 could be found for
charitable services,™

We hope that when the Japanese have
been driven out, this territory will re-
vert to its rightfu! owners, the Chinese,
and become an integral part of the Chi-
nese Hepublic,

Singapore

At the Singapore headguarters of the
British admimistration. the Governaor, the
representative of the imperial power,
combined in his person the office of High
Commissioner, with control over the sul-
tans of the Federated and Unfederated
Stalfﬁ, who J-_:l]‘.'t‘:l"lll_‘ll e native .\iuhjt"{".\-
in these terrtories. The system of indi-
rect rule was the only contact hetween
the i1|1|r:'ri:¢] Trugslees and their native
wards, Unfortunately the wards did not
recognize any benefits from their trast-
ees,

The Legislative Council of Singapore,
the crown colony area, was composed of
13 officials, heads of the various civil
departments and 11 members handpicked

1 Article on Clivg wnder the Euion JTack, in
Enipire, May, 1939,

by the Governor. Only two members
were elected, and they represented the
European Chambers of Commerce of
Singapore and Penang, The Singapore
natives, like those on the mainland, had
no voice m their own affairs, Surely it
is not really surprising that when the
crisis came the Governor, Sir Shenton
Thomas, was unable to mobilize the
common  people—Malavans, Chinese,
Indian—to withstand the Japanese on-
shanght. How could a people whaose ex-
istence had been entirely ignored, pre-
sumably because they were considered
unfit to participate in the government of
the country, suddenly resuscitate them-
selves, as it were, and assume responsi-
bility in defense of the system which
had until then failed to recopnize their
existence ?

These colonial people, exploited, op-
pressed, victims of color bar practices
and theocracy, subjected to the racial
arrogance of the British Herrenvolk,
recognized only the enemy already en-
trenched in their land. For while colonial
intellectuals and socialists have no illu-
sions  regarding  Japanese imperialism
which, despite its demagogic appeal oi
“Asia for the Asiatics,” is most preda-
tory and brutal, it cannot be expected
that illiterate native masses should be
able to make this differentiation. They
have a feeling of omni ignatum pro
magnifico: the uniried master is the hest,
The word “Britain” to the native eolonial
peoples, like the word “Russian” to the
former subject peoples of Crarism, is
synonymous with “oppressor,”

“The Brirish had no roots in the peo-
ple.” asserted The Times correspondent.
But why, we pose, did they have no roots
in the people after a hundred years?
Because an imperialist power can have no
roots in a subject people, except the
roots of bayonets. The very nature of
imperialism is a negation of fraternal
relations between ]Jr,"r,rphf'ﬁ. Its uulj.' rela-
tionship with the subject people can be
that of the rider to the horse: the one
ont the back of the other. And he who
carries the White Man's Burden bas to
have a strong hack.

Tired of carryving this burden, the
colonial  population of Singapore  dis-
played no enthusiasm when the Japa-
nese attacked the island {ortress. “With
the exception of certam sections of the
Chinese  community—some inspired by
Free China's struggle for suryvival, others
by Soviet precept and example—the bulk
of the Asiatic |H|]1ul&'liu:1 remained spec-
tators {rom start to finish, Their inclina-
tion caused acute difficulties in the field
of labor. . . . There was no native labor
at the docks. Soldiers had to be taken
from military duties to load and unload
ships."

Being civilized, the people of Britain

YThe Times, February 15 1942,
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may argue and debate the political char-
acter of the war : Whether it is an inter-
imperialist conflict ; whether it is a strug-
gle between Fascism and Democracy,
or just Good against Evil. To the back-
ward “'savages” of Malaya it was simply
a fight between two bands of marauders
who were overrunning their country; a
fight in which they were not concerned
except as the prize. Their attitude was
“a plague on both camps.”

And when all is said and done, what
example did the Europeans set for them?
While the fate of an empire was being
decided on the Malaya peninsula, the
pukka sahibs in Singapore were having
a good time, declared ILadvy Brooke-
Popham, wife of the Commander-in-
Chief, on her return to England. “The
majority of civilians,” she asserted,
“were immersed in a long round of ten-
nis and dancing. 1 tried to wake them
up, but it was hopeless, . . . They were
too busy with their social engagements,”

In a semi-official book, The British
Colowtal Empire, published about the
time of the fall of Singapore, the avthor
assured us that “The wealth of Malaya
. . .15 lad on secure foundations, and
its future, under British administration
and protection is equally secure. . . .
Malaya is today a contented and peaceful
country, and one of the most successful
u.-xam}ﬂrﬁ of British colonial administra-
tion."! How these official apologists mis-
led the British people, and how history
has given them the lie!

But taking everything as a whole, the
l:ulcka. sahibs have no 1&].’:'itim.atc reEason
for complaint. For over a century they
have been living on the fat of the land.
Three British mining companies, Tronoh
Mines, Southern Tronoh Mines and
Sungei Besi Mines published profits this
vear of phenomenal size.

“Tronch, with a capital of £300,000,
made a net profit after taxation, ctc.,
of £169,196, and paid a dividend of 55
per cent, the profits being well over half
of the capital. Southern Tronch, with a
capital of £200,000, made profits on the
same basis of £69.762 and paid 30 per
cent.  Sungel Besi, with a capital of
only £144,000, made no less than £95,731
and  pawd 538y per cent dividend, the
profits heing two-thirds of the capital.
'J_LI'II;_" i_"l!?il]:‘i.‘i.i’il 'FIII"I:III-I15 {Fi HIY 1|:]t'ht' alld .‘ii'll'li-
lar undertakings will now he flowing
into Japanese coffers instead of back 1o
Lomdon,  Those are the stakes for which
Britain fights!™*

These vultures will not even pay taxes
to provide for the defense of their proper-
ties. A war time bill introducing ineome

"Tﬁr Britigh alomial f{m,ﬂ-ire, . 125. B}"
W, E. Simnett. a former Editor of Croun
Colonist, official organ of the Crown Agents
ior the Colonies.

*Don Batemen, in The New Leader, Tannary
31, 1942,
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tax for the first time was passed in Feb-
ruary, 1941, Incomes under £576 were
exempt. Two per cent was payable on
incomes up to £720, increasing to a
maximum of 8 per cent on incomes over
£3400. The export tax on rubber was
2} per cent. The introduction of this
income tax nr:arh c'a.uud::l a revolution
among the “patriots.” Assuredly, Sir

Shenton Thomas could have had no easy

time with these “whisky drinking rubber
planters and tin miners.”

It was the natives of Malayva who paid
for the upkeep of Singapore. Cut of
the taxes squeezed from the peasants
the sultans contributed over £20,000.000
towards imperial defense between the last
and present wars.® And when the enemy
struck the natives were left defenseless.

Burma

Even before the war in the Pacific
broke out, the Burmese people made their
attitude to Britain plainly known through
U Saw, at the time Prime Minister of
the colony. His claim for Dominion
status for the 17 million natives of
Burma was categorically rejected by Mr,
Churchill and his understudy Mr.
Amery, Secretary for India and Burma.
“Burma,"” declared U Saw, “was brought
into the war by an edict of the Governor,
The elected representatives of the people
were not consulted. . If Burmese
geapl-& were convinced that they were

ghting for their own freedom as well

as for that of the rest of the world, then
there can be no question about it—Bur-
ma’s war effort would be increased four-
fold.”" He made it quite obvious that
“There is a small section of Burmese
opinion which believes that to aid Brit-
ain win the war means to aid Britain to
keep us in subjection. . . . There is an-
other section, which, while it cherishes
no love for the Japanese, feels that if it
1s Burma's destiny to remain a subject
nation, then it might prefer to be gov-
erned by a nation that is of the same
blood and of the same religion.” U Saw
is now held somewhere as a potential
enemy of Britain's imperial interests.

U Saw himself did not enjov any mass
backing in Burma. He was a reactionary
nationalist, the son of a feudal landowner
whom the British officials made use of
to combat the growing labor and Social-
ist movement headed by Dr. Ba Maw, the
former Prime Minister. U, Saw was then
made Prime Minister, Now his masters
have accused him of treachery to them
and of making contact with the Japanese.
As in Malaya, so in Burma, the British
authorities are completely isolated from
the native masses. With the progres-
sive leaders in jail and U Saw under
arrest, their last link has been severed.

As a result of this i1solation, when the
Japanese invaded Burma, instead of

*See J. Gunther; fuside Asia,

meeting a hostile population, they were
joined by “Free Burmans.” Leland
Stowe, an American correspondent, de-
scribing the activities of the “Free Bur-
mans" declared that their fifth column
operations were worse than any that oe-
curred in Norway, “Treachery was
discovered among officials of all classes.
Burmese guides led the Japanese through
the jungle.” The correspondent observed
“that the most simister feature of the
campaign was the appearance of a Bur-
mese corps comprising fully equipped
troops wearing blue uniforms and offi-
cered by Japanese.™'  “The complete
failure to mobilize native man power to
assist in the defense of Malaya, Burma
and India i1s a great loss to Britain.”
ohserves a Chungking newspaper. “We
hope the British will arm the Burmese
masses,” it adds.

What a pious hope! Whitehall has
refused to free the anti-fascist Burmese
leaders, among them U Ba Pe, the Elder
Statesman, who represented the Moder-
ates at the Round Table Conference in
London in 1929

When questioned about this recently
in the House of Commons, Mr. Amery
replied that these progressive leaders
were detained “in the interests of “order
and security.” " What mockery! “Or-
der and security” against whom? The
Japanese are already in occupation of
]{ungm}u, .-1'Lm| 11.']“:1‘1; l:|'I.E l"ikﬂ.dﬂ‘h
legions pass there is neither “order” nor
“security,”

It seems that

Tk lI‘i.:iH.hl er. I:'Il IWEYET
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catastrophic, can arouse the Rip Van
Winkles of Whitehall Truly, those
whom the gods seek to destroy they first
make mad.

India

As we write' the Japanese, aided by
“Free Burmans.” are advancing towards
India. There is little need to dilate
upon the problem of this “jewel in the
Crown of the Hritish Raj.” The causes
of the presemt deadlock are too well
known. India has for some time been the
running sore in the imperial body politic.
Only a major operation can now save
the situation, Sir Stafford Cripps has
been given the task of performing it. It
i to be hoped that he will be as success-
ful at “political surgery™ as he has proved
himself 1o be in other fields,

Jawarharlal Nehru, who voices India’s
aspirations, has made the issue quite
clear.  Addressing a meeting at Delhi
on Felruary 10, 1942, he said: “My
talks with General Chiang Ka-Shek have
given rise to much speculation.  Some
people think there might be changes in
Congress policy towards the war, It 1s
absurd to suggest that he has come to
India to interfere in Indian aifairs. The
old world is crumbling and cannot re-
vive, Our lot may possibly become worse
in the new world, as the path of revolu-
tion is a path of turmoil, as shown in
China. China has had to pay a heavy
cost and India will have to pay the same
price.  Slogans will not create revolution
|.i g 115-."

" March 19 1942,
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Rubber plantation workers get 16 to 37 conts a doy
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