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A GUARD AT WIS POST AND A SEARCHLIGHT BURNING THROUGH THE NIGHT MELF SCARE COMMUNIST RAIDERS AWAY FROM A PLANTATION

MALAYA, THE FORGOTTEN WAR

No man’s land is just beyond the searchlights. A famous novelist reports on a ceaseless struggle

Graham Greene, author of such well-known
books as The Heart of the Matter and The
Power and the Glory, is one of Britain's most
distinguished novelists. Mr. Greene spent two
and @ half months in Malaya, on LiFe's
assignment, gathering his material for the
report that follows.

CLOUD of moral di

over Malaya—how e only re-
alizes on arriving in Indo-China, To the Eng-
lishman war is a departure. from the normal,
like passion. To the Frenchman war is just a
part of human life: it can be pleasant or un-
pleasant, like adult La vie sportive”—
that is how a French commandant described
to me his life on a small landing craft in the

sapprobation hangs

by GRAHAM GREENE

delta south of Saigon, hunting for Viet Minh
guerrillas in the narrow channels, within easy
mortar fire from either b
One must be fair. It is partly a questis
geography. Malaya is nearer the equator; it
steams away under the almost daily rainfall,
ping the energy of tired, averwork

Yo it e the jobs that the emery

produced: too few directors of labor, too few
planters. Apart from the ers and the of-
als belonging to the Malayan Civil Serv.
ice, mast men are here on a shorl-term basis:
in their minds they are on that boat going
home. If the emerge er (the gov-
emment does not officially call it a war), re-
lease might come sooner. But the war (let me
call it by the rightname) shaws o sign of ever

lll"\d\. While the whole world be-
 whether war is on or off in
he va goes on,
here is the daily drip u(\aquhm 400 eivil-
ians had ]Juﬂ killed in the first 11 months of
rilla camp destroyed, one
guerrillas shot and six es.
cape s lik tiit pervadesevery-
thing; it saps the spirits; it won't clear,

I the Malayan forest it is difficult to dis-
tinguish men from the trees, and just as easily
a background swallows the human being, T
want te try to detach a few men from the
heavy scene, for a ntry remains a collec-
tion of individual men, however their fate is
molded and compelled by polities.
lians in Malaya the planter is in

reachi
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When it's dirt you're affer, there's nothing
fike Boraxo to get hands cleaner quicker! Its
special Borax-Soap Formula tackles every last bit
of grime . . . and washes it away fast a3 you can

say “Boraxa”! Yet, for all its wenderful slesnicg
paw:n. Boraxo leaves hands smooth, soft
2 kind as fine toilet soap. Women in mdnll.dal
plants depend on it daily. So do Mothers . . .
make children’s grubby hands come clean . ,,..4
wparc the towcls. Try it for yoursetf. Get Boraxo
in the regular size or the money-saving one-
pound can, for both kitchen and bathroom today.
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RIFLES ARE SLUNG ON SMOULDERS, AUTOMATIC PISTOLS PROTRUDE

MALAYR conrimucs

the position of greatest danger. One aim of the Communist com-
mandos is 1o ruin the country economically, to make it a territory
not worth while maintaining, and the wealth of Malaya is chiefly
tin and rubber. A tin mine compared 10 a rubber estate is relatively
easy 1o defend, and so the main attack is directed against the plant-
er. Who is the planter?

Thad an idea before 1 went to Malaya, an idea picked up from an
unsympathetic press, o ngmupnfmm the harsh averseers of great

cap s, intr ent, unconstructive exploiters of
native lubor, drinking stengah after stengsh in the local club, prob-
ably in the Somerset Maugham manner making love to each oth-
er's wives. But when one has lived a very short time in Malaya one
learns that thereisnosuch thing as the Planter—there s only X or Y.

Take X. He lives with his wife in a small house of two floors sur-
rounded by barbed wire, the groun: it by searchlights as
far as the first trees. He is aman u[lmmmatw aformer prisoner
of the Japanese, who might about now have been looking forward 10
the final, easier, more prosperous vears. He is a great hunter, and

much of his time might have been given

to his work as a game warden (for ele-
phants have 10 be contended with 25
well as Communists, and one block of
his elnn(n(inm about the size of Trafal-
gar Square has been devastated by them
as :hnug}\ by bombs—not a tree left
standing

But the life that remains for him is
very different—if one can call life this
slow approach of inevitable violence, «
Hehas no assistant, for his assistant was
murdered on the estate some months
ago, and he cannot get another. Night
and day the telephone rings at half.
hour intervals from the nearest village
to make sure the line has not been cut
and that he can communicate if at-
tacked. He was ambushed last year only & from his house but
shot his way out and saved his wounded companions. Recently
Communists came into the estate to question his tappers about his
movements (his assistant made the mistake of visiting the blocks
of the estate in regular order at a regular time). When he moves
outside the wire, il only 1o the estate office a hundred yards away,
lhe carries a Sten gun over his arm, an automatic pistol on his hip
and two }und; enades at }us hzh A man of great courage, vll.nlut]'
and a kind of ing kindli he will not
tirement—he is in the front Ime Eur ]|fr and there i
of peace but death. The closest to pea
relutively safe, bureaucratic Kuala Lumpur. the capital,

NEW MANAGER of a plan-
tativn posts sign above th
af his murdered predecessors.




FROM THE POGKETS OF PLANTERS LINING A BAR AT KUALA LUMPUR

Who can be sur'f-rlsed if he drinks a bnmdv and ginger ale for
breakfast instead of co Dutch courage,” he says, pushing the
starter of the little inadequately armored car, setting out for a round
of the estate or moving slowly out at the blind corner past which the
road to the village runs and where one day, from the jungle opposite,
a Sten gun will almost rrnuin ypen fire. In the village a lass n{
warm beer witl )
Chinese candles and chests of tea, who hlly; his chenp rubber and
acts as his banker (paying out $10,000 at sight)—and perhay
ports his movements. Then a pink gin or two at the Reet House,
where army officers live, before he drives back along the lonel,
two-mile stretch, slows down at the turn before that jungle wal{:
10 seconds of stretched nerves, and then the false security of the
rubber plantation, where death is just as likely to happen but where
at least you can see it coming {rom some way between the gray mo-
notonous uniform trunks, Perhaps he is half an hour late mrrmm.
ing, and his wife waits with the anger of love for the sound of the
ine, until he s safely buck in the prison of wire. That night the
cﬁi’o announces the murder of three more planters.

r take B, who is anather civilian doing his peacetime job in the
atmosphere of emergency. He is not a planter but a traffic super-
mt:mfml at an important railway junction, where the East Coast
Railway joins the line that runs from Kuala Lumpur to Singapore:
a big broad man with an unexpected taste for books, a sensitivity
in human relations (all hig assistants are Indian) and a patience l
never saw impaired, He looks like a sergeant major and behaves
like a doctor,

The Fast Coast Railway ends in the stite of Pahang. The Ja
nese destroved the farther reaches of the line and this section is
ing laid down again—with rather mixed feelings, for already it is
ipossible to maintain safe service on the line that exists, The t
mail on the southern Singapore line has been abandoned altopether;
on the East Coast line eight engines are out of commission, [ don't
know how many freight cars. In one year there were 49 derailments
on the whole system. As with the casualties among planters, most
armies would find it hard to maintain their morale at this percent-
age of loss. A railway notice in each compartment conveys in Eng-
lish, Malay, Tamil and Chinese the ordinariness of the situation:

WARNING: TERRORISM
1N THE EVENT OF FIRING ON THE LINESIDE
PASSENGENS ARE ADVISED TO LIE ON THE FLOOR AND IN
N0 CEIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD THEY LEAVE THE TRAIN

1 spent a few days with B in January. His house faces the in
table jungle 100 yards :u~- vire, a police sentry, the sense
of constriction. Then th ns e worst for 25 years. To

it ed the problem nfl'lfm:lv washouts, landslid

ing a blitz in one’s own

il defense area, and then the raids just

SONTINUED GM NEXT PAGE
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More Airfines Have Ordered
More Conveir-Liners Than
Any Other Modern Tronsport!

The T-29—a military version of the Con-
vair-Liner—is being ol and oper-
increasing numbers by the U.S.

And the Allison CommTu'—

No air transport has ever equalled the
rin salltty. dependability and

MALAYA cowrinura -

went on instead of ending there. God, one felt, should allot each
man one problem at a time.

Here is the schedule of the two allies, the Communists and na-
ture, for a couple of days. The first move was nature’s.

Friday, 10 2.m. One landslide on the southern line to Si
The morning mail train from Kuala Lumpur however lmi jllll g«;
through, so nature had 1o move again. 2 p.m. Two more |
to the south. By this time the breakdown train with a suln‘l af
troops was off to try to clear the line for the next morning's train.

At intervals through the night 1 could hear the telephone ring-
ing—I was reminded of the planter's house. At 1 a.m. on Sat ¥
the power plant was flooded and electricity failed. At 2:15 a.m.
the Communists emerged from the jungle and derailed the break-
down train. At 4 a.m. the junction was completely cut off by road
and the East Coast line was cut by 5 breakfast time the
water supply had failed—an odd aclded dummfnr\in the pouri
rain. Even Ige station a quarter of a mile away must now be rmr!;:i
by wading. To the north a new landslide had taken place.

In the evening we waded through to the station and sat in the
little refreshment room by the light of candles while the messages
came in. Even the signal boxes were lit only dimly by oil lamps;
figures disappeared in the dark of the long platform, and the whole
obscure station and its wet acres had a strangely Victorian air as
though electricity had not yet come into use. At 6 p.m. there was
a washput 1o the south, amd another landelide to the north. At
8:45 p.m. an East Coast train was derailed—by floods this time,
not Communists. All the labor of the little town had to be called
in 10 load freightears with ballast light of lamps, but was there
enough labor, enough ballast, enough freight cars? And at intervals
the big patient man padded away and padded back 10 his glass,
laughing at the wet, the cold, the enemy, waiting unruffled for the
next leleng;mm of disaster. One talks in terms of soldiers and civil-
ians, but there was never a better soldier than B. This campaign
was as serious as the long plodding search in the jungle, his troops
were ambushed by floods as well as commandos, and like a good
officer he was loved by his men. So often in Kuala Lumpur I found
mysell thinking: if only government officials coull work as these
men, X and B, worked, but perhaps you do not find courage where
there is no danger, and love, oo, may be a product of active war,

'HE nature of this war has been little understood abroad.! Tt

ie not a nationaligt war; 95% of the enemy combatants are Chi-
nese and of the few Malays in the jungle the greater part are |
nesian terrorists. [ visited Kelantan, a state whtn' the Malays are
in an overwhelming maj
Here w i could w
voys on l’fn rmr{od:cr: wae an air of happiness and content ht
clothes were brighter; even the sun uemn!’ln shine more brightly
because the jungle had, literally, receded. How tired one had be-
come of that dark green hostile wall: the jungle is no longer neutral.

ur Pty oonecienieon ean B lers v aro ot holling dowis
Malaya: we are fighting a straightforward war against Commu-
nism and its Chinese adherents, is # more serious war than
the use in the press of the word bandit suggests. Bandits could not
year after year survive the hard jungle E‘Eu these men do: a few
thousand bandits could not continug operate against 100,000
armed Malayan police and 25,000 British, Gurkha and Malay

men are the commandos of Communism, organized
sian division, with their political branches, their educa-
tional branches, their political commissars, their tirel
dustrious intelligence service, No one knows where their GHQ i
—perhaps in one of the cities, Singapore, Kuala Lumpur,
even in the old and relatively peaceful city of Malacea—but .f
leader is known. Ho fought the Japanese in World War 11 and
marched in the Victory Parade in London. For security reasons he
cannot be named.

One must have spent at least a few days in the Malayan jungle
to realize its djl'ﬁcnrees and its tediums. A far denser jungle than
that of Burma, it restricts movement to perhaps a mile an hour.
Visibility is sometimes 20 feet. Almost every day water pours down
upon it, making the steep slippery nlo;-rsrglhc innumerable hills
a cruel effort to climb. One is never dry and
in quiet—the ugly din of hirds with their barn
tween the newcomer and sleep. When you pause for a halt on the
march you see the leeches make for your boots—thin matehsticks
looping with blind purpose across the wet leaves, later to swell into
fat gray slugs if they find an opening in your clothing. And always
there is the jungle stench—the heary odor of decaying vegetation,
It clings to your clothes, When you come out, your friends will
avoid you if they can until you have bathed and ‘changed.




MEN AND WOMEN SAY
NO OTHER SHAMPOO
USED GIVES YOU THAT

Removes
Goaey

FIGHTING THE JUNGLE, Gurkha (v e Orenings

gled underbrush, eserying all their upp

Eat HEARTY-with

= - i them, on a search s, {
. n ] MALAYA conminuen
Franco-American Spaghefh HERE are many British units operating in Malaya—the Roy-

When that hard-workin® hushand of al Fusiliers, the Royal Marines, the Woreestershires, the
yours cames heme forth Highlanders, 1o name only a

and

want 3
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A cay
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JUST HEAT.. . and pl‘r?‘m[ b
fi lmﬁl.l'h]r There is no woman mmhh with t
AND Spagllll y with them to [Rr-lr canto

ents a happy,
ildren. In return for their pay the
rs absolute loyalty, and their offic
you will not find
complain that their coll s in the Gurkhas never
of their men. Their men are their pas

A Gurkha patrol works by the « and 1
crow flies, but far less wrtably. T
00 Communist comm
mewhere within the
m of 14 men under a
ered o sufficiently strong reconna .
the kitehen quarter: through the thin helt
Only nine miles separated us from our
1 the other side of the block of ju
lays of walking and two nights 1o
and we began 10 camp aft
on was plotted we had

Cleans Thoroughly 1 o
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EATIIEARI'YI ~

u u
= return them
¢ other unit. Officers of the

Lathering

America’s -
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Makes Scolp
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ohjectiv

but it 1o
there. We had started lat
march, When our posi
more than |hm xm‘v
of m foot }

ather
ion

v the Guriha netimes slips and falls as e holds
i isamches:of Erpes, e tuhber solbs o s, jungle
boots taking no grip in the mud and slime of leaves,

The track of the enemy

CE has justified this arduous compass trail. If you SWITCH TO
l the worst hills, st times rise
1 you neve FITC“
through the undergrowth, \»u( you are stakin '3
on the one path you follow. The Gur que means that in BANDRUFF REMOVER
the course of a day y your search for

" e d SHAMPOO
may be the only
e 1

i ia halted by 4:30 to allow time for camp to be made
then with their kuk-

5
pon) bo
nd shect stre

ar]
s [le: wond
made for the 1

head to keep out the night rains and on
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Here's the M.‘To;lr"

™

&0

“A HAUL LIKE THAT
MAKES YOU FEEL
GOOD, WHITEY!”

“YES, BLACKIE, AND IT WILL
BE PROPERLY CELEBRATED,
TOO, WITH BLACK & WHITE=
THE SCOTCH WHOSE
QUALITY AND CHARACTER
NEVER CHANGE!"

"BLACK s WHITE"
Wﬁmmﬁw

BLENDED SOOTCH WHISKY 85.8 PROOF

E FLEISCHMANN DISTILLING CORPORATION, N. Y. « SOLE DISTRISUTORS

JUNGLE SKIRM ISH ENDS as troops of the. BFIlPlh First Devonshire Reg
immeat file into- clearing with the body of a dead guerrilla draped over a pale.

MALAYA conrimueo

ng. The small flames glow like nurs.
- My companion stands upright listen-
ot for Communists. He whispers, "There is one bird [
always listen for—at dark and at dawn. There it is. Like a bell. Do
you hear it?" T could hear nothing but the clamor of the jungle
barnyard, At 6 in the morning he is standing by our bed in ke
new mud of the night's downpour. e. o you hear it?" he
whispers, “Like a hell.”
And o after two and a half days’ heavy marching and scram.
bling wit o result but the covery of two abandoned cam
e emerges nine miles from where one started—two little buttons
be .'ld.lerl 10 the map in the operations room, that is all; no sign
even of the air strike except an empty shell and a landslide that
might have been caused by rain; a Toutine patrol, routine leeches,
routine fatigue and a routine stench.
But we could bathe and change, while for the Communist troops
in their wet green prison there is no change.
0 10 keep the spirits up they have the lectures, the courses
Marxism, the hectographed Lemin News and the Red Star, the
mer‘llng‘s for self-criticism. What an odd, humorless, naive contrast
it is 10 the remorseless terrorism. We can build up a picture of this
life fmm mplum] documents. We Imrl: of Lee Kheng who is "not
. Ah Chye who "possesses the friendly group
uf Lan B?u who is a little lazy, slipshod in Ins studies and
“'not too agreeable”” in his behavior (Ile Leeemchmn "fearful of the
situat and his comrades regard him as “rather immature”).
e is treated with a rather stern sympathy (the jungle troops
include many women), We learn from a captured copy of the Lenin
News that male and female comrades who are not married are not
allowed to stay together, but in s ciat cases permission may be
mhumul from the higher authe “We do not prohibit any-
mabing lovi. [T Parcy had resolrid. the question nt Joos
Eetnoa.] Birtbiich e eionthe gropies. Oians Jove s cetabiifhied. va
should report it to the organization and the exact circumsta
The matter will have to undery tiom's nmllyuuun.
s will be informed i in accordance with the resolu-
ion
Vhy is the Jove of Communists a serious instinet?
2. What is the proper view of love?
3. Are the prescat few kinds of improper love still appearing in

what cireumstances are they appearing?
at is the canse?

love? How deal with it?
to think of such questions written in that seript run-
ning backwards in a beawtiful formal pattern that seems to the un-
instructed eye nearly unchanged since that made by the brush of
the poet Mei Sheng when, 2,090 years ago, he wrote this of love (as
transtated by Eera Pound):

Blue, blue, is the grass about the river

And the willows have overfilled the close garden.

, the mistress, in the midmost of her youth,
face, hesitates, passing the door.

h a slender hand. .

What has happened 10 China?




JUNGLE CAMP FOLLOWERS found with Communist guerrillas in jun,
n as they wait, hands tied behind their backs, 1o be taken to jail

nhination of these
istory has taught
ophrenia, “ are back in

a greater mystery than th
naive idealist discu: s and acts of terroris
us 1o be familiar with lh.nt kind of s
the age of the religic b we can
Malayan conflict withont ‘lr-mgt
guerrilla apparently engaged in o |
sentences in which he had to spot and cor
and his wife have driven into the Kuala Lumpur
ith “Seoteli Broth, Salmon Frae the I
Champit Tatties and Bashed Neeps, Moor O'Dinnet Spe
Sugar Peas and Reast Potatoes, Babmorsl Sundas.” Had 1 oy
reached that wee bit haggis when the news wa: ught them that
r-old .imghlnr had heen shot by Chinese Commu

he Party has resolv
his is the work n[lhm Chinese commandos,
ure the enemy’s strength only by the few thousand § thll.ns who
- junujl' o shoot up a car or a patrol, to murder a
lanter, 1o derail a strength is estimated at between
000 and 5,000, Tn Ilna dense untry one numbers ...nua'llp-q on
the fingers—the death of a dozen Communists is & major victory
and they have no difficulty in acquiring new members, Their real
strength lies in the umrmM combatants of the ground organi:
tion knawn as the M Here we are on spec S iitye ground,
but it is unlikely that this orga 1 runs into less than six fig-
ures, Its main responsibility is supply, hut it is employed aleo for
intelligence, propaganda and liaison work, and it is responsib
perhapsthal chief suecess—for the su:
where like the mist from the
tion what time you are leaving on U & operator may
be a member of the Min Yuen. Don’t mtl ahout your movements
in front of your waiter or your room boy. Do you remember that
ficer they killed last mmuhf He told his Chi.

iaken. A e
“lub to a Seottish

atin the north
they are fighting a real war. You can be encouraged by success;
even a defeat it something you can define he form of a lost post
or a decimated company. In Malaya the real successes may never
be recognized, and defeat is in the minds of men. You cannot win
the Ma?a,-m war by military force: with the jungle against you,
you can only contain the enemy until other

asures suceeed.

The squatters

'HE most important weapon is starvation. No one can subsist on

the jungle, and any large cultivated area will t,cB!mu.«l sooner

or later L} air reconnaissance. It is here that the Briges Plan, if

d and efficiently offers hape,

The main sources of the terroriets’ food mrpl are the Chinese
1

squatter areas—patches of unauthorized n on the edge
ol the ju The squatters are not necessarily Communist sym.
pathizers, Lh it 18 hard to see what they ean possil lose

Vi mlc.

. But who of us would refuse foud o o terrorist

Y Plan, these squatters

s which can be surroun.

re ur v policed. l'hc old huts are burnt. The

squatters are ].vxnu with bui materials or houses, a small
sum of money and a legal tenure of their new land.

It is a formidable tack. There are about 400,000 squatters to

settle; there is a shortage of wire and transport (trucks have to be

ﬁ
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See sharp, clear pictures

RCA Victor's new, extra-] po\lerﬁll picture-pickup
menns best pussible

See Million Proof performance
quality already proven in millions of homes under
every possible operating condition.

See styling to maich...

in the finiat Regency tradition, besutinl,
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Greatest Advance in Home Waving Convenience

(yobbe
PIN-CURL HOME WAVE

Easiest! Quickest! Just pin curls and BOBEL...
No curlers! No blocking! No re-setting

with BOBBI just do this—

Just put up your h
1 pin o gl e

No. re-setting,
your pin curla whe

a S0ft, emy-ioman.
282 Bomm wave.

ey
foral

your hair a5 it waves. all; with wouu,

with BOBBI skip all this—

1 you can put up your hair

in pin curls, you can give

yourself a beautiful BORBL
Wave—all by yourself!

Kol ter

Yes, you can give yourself this wonder-
ful new home wave withaut any help,
You m just pin ourla—and  ape. No
BOB love this new BoBml away frizz.
formula! Tt's wonderfully differeat . Next time, give yourself a softer,
simplifies home waving amazingly. Sqw.. matural-looking Bowsl worE wave, So
you half the time. sy, 50 quick, 50 sure . . . Se
Bonm waving lotion has a cremeoil  and wave your hair, all at one time!
base. It conditions your Jair while it Imagine all it takes is pin curls—
waves. So, womnt leaves your hair shin.  andsow

ing with Tuster, tangle-fros and easier
wonderfully cusy-lo-man-
twrsngvey curk—ue fly.

All it takes is
Pin Curls and BOBBI=
for the prettiest
home wave you ever had

5125

At All Cosmetie Caunters
Complete with 60 bobby pins
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MALAYA courivuen

pravided to take their possessions to the new settlements); there is
ashortage of police for guarding the settlement and of proper arms
for the police, There is sometimes a defeatism on the part of Euro-
pean an:us. A Communist military patrol an one oceasion passed
Srichalicngod hrovgh & wirod-in villsas, Both gates vide open, at
2 in the morning. The European officer, when this was reported to
him, <hmggcd the affair off. What difference did it make? You
eouldn’t keep the Communists out with a bit of wire. Thi:

Tmean by defeat in the mind.
Evenif the Brss Plan is successfully accomplished this
war will go on. Nearly half 1I|:jmpulauun ul‘P\hlay- is

and the Chinese have a long tradition of indifferentism, of sitting
on the fence. It is not the attitude that responds actively to the
threat of violence. If you are a bus owner you will pay blackmail to
the Communists rather than have your buses burnt on the road;
if you are a rubber tapper you will paf a proportion of your w
(you will have heard how Tan Lee on the next estate was found with
his threat eut, tied to one of the trees). Some of the wea] thiest Chi.
nese businessmen in Malaya are believed to be su e funds.
The Kuala Lumpur manager of one of the great d‘;nnrm. rubber
companies was picked up in January. Every town can he a soure
of supply in food and money: the risk is a little greater than in the
squatter’ area—that is all. But in some places the terrorist will be
able to depend on the inertia of the native police. I have watched
a road cheek in progress. The cheel wint could be avoided alto-
gether by two ﬁlmpf:rizlnuﬁ. and the cﬁuk itself simply consisted
of a constable taking a glance at a driver's papers and passing his
truck through without a look at the contents. We are fighting in
Malaya with blunted weapons.

Nonetheless the Briggs Plan—taking the most pessimistic view
of it—is a turn of the serew of discomfort. Living in the jungle on
the bare margin of subsistence, these men cannot stand mnrh more
privation. When one remembers the strained nerves of the Euro-

pean, e ods of relative . his whisky
at sunset, his ho pe—ilhesurvives another yea eave, one some-
times feels a mrnaurr of compassion for these men, struck fram the

air, hunted however ineflectively by patrols, bled by the leeches,
with insufficient food and medicines, their success measured in a
resettlement officer or a planter killed, a bus burnt, a patrol am-
bushed and a Sten gun l-uplur"i The nights are very long in the
jungle. itis dark except for o rshmeoi’plmsphnrunmﬂmmz
by midnight the rain ..uI' be [ terday’s soaked
leaves, cutting past the giant trees Iﬁmuﬂh the Eﬁal undergrowth,
and long after the storm is over the rain will continue to drip from
the reservairs of foliage, There will be nearly 12 hours of virtual
darkness, and even Mars must pall,

Here i the opportunity for another weapon
recently begun to wield: the attack on the mind
hope—hope that in pnhap: six months, a yes
b pressing into Malaya through Siam, that
hunted platoons in the asthe
aad of the irvesion, News of 4 Westarn. defont ia Karea is warth
a hundred successful ambushes to these men, We have to weaken
their hope, and we have to destroy their confidence in each other.

ich we have only
These men live
, Chinese forces wil

Leatlets in the jungle

HE direction of our |Jrngmﬂl|n is in the Imrul.l r-l' Carle(nn
Greene, who is responsible for building up s broad-
cast service to Russi Enstern Luropl: Hc has I>|:cn }mn.chcm
General Sir Harold Briggs, the Director of Operations, for one year.
Itie oo soon to tell how far the new da drive will succeed,
but that there is a drive is the important thing, Surrender leaflets
on waterproof paper—leaflets showing the faces of their comrades
canght in the steel mesh of the Bren gun, the unpeaceful features of
the vinlently dead, the hanging mouth, the unclosed eye {“Would
you rather be dead like these?") and scenes of the quiet que in ﬁm
vity, at the restaurant, the moving picture theater, the
T et e e
rewards for the betrayal of their own comrades, the rewards for
some of the high officers rmmmg up toover 4000 American dollars
—these leaflets are dropped us frum airplanes, left b
trale at old eamp sites in |}u-]|m Je. In this terrain where v IP.)'
is often 20 fect [ asked myselfl how can a leaflet ever reach its des-
tination, Thousands of course are wasted but a few get home, Al-
ready deserters have come in carrying surrender leaflots with them.
It is easy for the visitor 1o criticize. He suffers only an agreeable
measure of apprehension, driving along the winding roads beside
the jungle wall, where every bend provides an ambush point. He has

CONTINNER ON PAGE 83
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areturn ticket. The claustrophobia of distrust has not time to close
over his mind. Only when he sees hisfirst bady, or when an acquaint-
ance made a few weeks before is murdered in an ambush does the
visitor feel a pale reflection of the strain endured by the men in the
country districts. Then perhaps momentarily it oceurs to him that
his return ticket may not be used, and he begins to look with the same
enmity at the Chinese standing in their shup do

Hero is a long-term danger for Malaya. Indiv
cooperated with us, many ¢ been murdered and disem-
boweled for unknown reason ably because they have re-
Tused to help the G el impression is one of in-
difference. The ¥ 1 West Africa, has settled
in the land to make money, and a dead man cannot ean
The Japanese have come and the British have gone, The Japanese
have gone and the British have returned. It is best to wait and see.
Itis always best commercially to be on the winning side. A while ago
a man jumped ontoa moving bus in Singapore. He had escaped fri

pors and his hands were bound and bleeding. The bus was full

of Chinese and not one passenger moved to untie hi

Yet ane of the leading members of th,
has shown his courage in the e
nese can fight the Chinese. You must have a Chinese regiment in
the jungle.” But so far the government forbids this, In any ease
the Chinese will not serve at the Malay scale of pay, and you can-
not have two scales. Is it possibly an unwise economy, :
millions are being spent with so little result, not to rais
pay to the Chin II‘ evel?

One is haunted by the thought that all these measures are short.
term ones. If we foreed the surrender of 5,000 Communis tarva.
tion would it really be the end? Could the troops go home and the

police return to traffic duties? The idea of Communism would re-
m; d sooner or later the jungle would be alive again with secret
inhabitants, Communism is a threat to the rich and =

the intellectual, but the poor and the terate have noth
There is only one man who is threatened by Communism, whether
he is rich or poor, educated or a peasant, and that is the Christian,
.ulll\rt\.n at Phat Diem, in the north o a, [ watched
Viet Namese Catholic bishop inspect hi un paid
tia who had helped clear the and who now held it
!'n from the f'ummum-hl I heard the young
e platoon leaders come upmh th
ul flﬂmnl'unh ir bisha here were onl, ) of these men here,
and there were not enough uniforms yet to go round, but T would
have felt more confidence fighting in their ranks than in the ranks
of the 160,000 armed ) alittle of the
Home Guard in 1940. The as these few
menso often are when the guerrillas seep up acre
dies, bm their strength w idea, and that id
s a form of patric
longed to the City of God and were proud of their «
hind the no man's land of rice, Yo e \
friends in Malaya, "it ean be done.”
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