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AS1T am the Brft fervant the Com-
pany ever had, or ‘even European,
which, for a number of years, hag vifit-
ed this part of the ifland of Borneo, I
have prefumed to lay before you every,
even the minuteft particular, which
has o¢cured to my knowledge worthy

our obfervation, that you may be the
gettcr enabled to form a juRt idea of
your connexions here, and to judge-
with ‘precifion what meafures may,
hereafrer, moft readily effe@ the ob-
j=&s you have had in view, by an efta-
blithment in this quarter.

“The chief and council of Balamban-
gan, in the beginning of ‘the laft year,
addreffed a letter to the ftate of Bor-
feo, informimg them of being arrived
at Balambangan, and' expreffing their
wifhes to enter into alliance with them.
In confequence of this invitation, an
ambaffador arrived from thence in
June; and I had the honour of being
appointed to return with him, to open
an intercourfe there, and to enter into
fuch- engagements as might appear
moft to the Company’s advantage.

1 arrived here in the month of Au-
guit, and found them unanimous in
their inclination to cultivate the friend-
frip and’alliance of the honourable
Company; in confequence thereofy I
made it iny firk care to-difcover the
motives which Pprincipally induced
themt thereto, that 1 might be the bet-
tér emabled fo to frame my treaty, as
ta keep them dependedt 1n fuch par-
tiéulars as they ot c¢ffentially flood
in nevd of 3- which ™[ then found to be,
and have fince been ‘confirmed therein,
was prote@ion from their piratical
neighbonrs, the Sooloos and Miuda-
nfog, and- dthers, who were miking
contimuat depredations on their coatt,
by taking advantage of their natural
Bimidity. To relieve them, therctore,
in this particalar, and to induce them
-the'more readily to'confent to my fub-
fequent propofals, [ flipulated by one
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of tHe articles, that (if attacked) the
Company fhould prote them; and
having thus gratified them in their
principal want, in return I demanded
for the Company, agreeable. to the
tenor of my inftru@ions, the exclu-
five trade of the pepper, as I well knew
it was the grand objec they withed to
attain; and I therefore alfo made it
my ftudy to be thoroughly acquainte}
with cvery particular relative thereto.
I was informed the quantity that year
was 4ooofpeculs, cultivated folely by a
colony of Chinefe fcttled here, and
fold to the junks at the rate of 19,2
per pecul, in China cloth called con-
gongs, which, for want of any other
fpecic, are become the ftandard for re-
gulating the price of all other commer-
cial commodities at this port. Al-
though I was well convinced it could
never anfwer the Compauy's purpofe
to pay fo high a price for the pepper,
efpecially where the quantity was fo
fmall, I notwithfanding in the treaty
made a point of fecuring to them the
exclufive trade of that article, to be
paid for in mechandize, at fuch ratcs
as might indemnify them at prefent,
in the inconvenience of the high price,
to the end that it' might divert the
channel of the junk trade from this to
Balimbangan, (tneir “erand indw
ment for coming
moved,) which, !
ing bound the
dependents to.ma
by the quantity w
ly increaled, but,
other purchafers,
be enabled to fix
give ample encot
ters, and foon re
which were nece
the beginning of
the more fo, asi
induttry, becomi
would find our
more indifpenfab
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‘;! b.ag!i&dnmmu the: rugm be
mninnhodmausuymgg\fy each

-ather, I fattered: myfelf: the -event
might have produced a folid aad- redl
comdbiencial advaotage, w8 Wwelt to:the
Mation as to: the . 4 wnd : the
amorefoy as from the gredt probability
-of the hill.tpeaple being: foen induced
alfe to planty who, by receiving cloth
as the, price. of their induftry, would
maturally encreafc the onfbniption,
and, rcnder . our mamufaftutes with
them 8 peceffary of life} thele being
by far the moft numerous, and the
aborigidea of the ifland: anether ad-
nantsge aeckuing therefrom is, that
bawing orice comneéted thefe people
in- igtereft with -the Cempany, and
famihasiged them to our cuftoms, the
inhabitants of the fea-coat would be
Mriable (were they inglined) to obfiru@
orf moled tic pmfecution of the Com-
pany’s views. Thefe were the motives
which firft induced me to fecure tothe
» 30 the treaty' with the Box-
neyans, the exclufive tyade to the pep-
pers although, at that time, on feem
Jngly difadvantageous terms; how far
1 reay. bave ated with propricty, ve-
sodins with the Company to deters
ahine, . Co .
I now came to {sy fomething of the
charadterittics of the different fels of
the inhabitauts. :
‘Fhe Borneyaee who inhabit the fea~
coalk are: Mahommedans, and, as they
fay,.are oviginally an emigration from
Jehore, but are ignorant of the chro-
nology; they extended their dominions
owr thefe coafts, Palawan, Maaila,
and other-parts of the Philipinas; and
zvem Sooloo, as Mr Dalrymple ob-
fedves, . was formerly a part of this cm-
pive. . Bram thefe extenfive conqueftsy’
and the uncinneéted traditions. 1 have
had: from them, 1 #am inchned to think
sliey were originally a warlike people 3
$ut, as moft ather empires, when ar-
widad .4t . x pitoh of grandeur, have
gernergly déclined to nearly their ori-
gital-8ate, from a want ot that vigor-
ous and adlire government which is:fo
efientisly aeceffary i fuppesting all
acquifitions obtaiped merely by force
©Of srmas, lfs appeers.to be the cafe with
thax of Boeneo; and I am the more
qoavieced ofl:it, from .that entire in-
dolepce amd La@ivity 1 found them
immorfed ioy* on wy - arvivaly being -to-
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and enterprife which fee
matked the ¢haruer of their rowi
awecoftors; and deptived of theirinflu-
eadd, in all theiv former domitions
fituated to the northward of Boroeo,

Fvom ‘wbstr I have been led to fay
relative ‘to this fiate, it may be feea
they are eneyvated and uowadikes ad-
ded to whict, they fe¢m to be envioin
of the private propesty of cach ather
to a great degree ; bat, on the other
band, I have fopnd them fair in their
dealings; gool and dalibetate in their
reféntaicnts, even where the objedsia
in thelr power; casdid in their iuen
tions; firangers te what we call the
world,, although not’ deficient in (he
innate fagulty of the underflandiog, a1
they feem to have in.great i
fach meéhanical arés'as ane yuct wih
in thefe gountrics, particalarly ig ‘the
fuunder; of bex(y cannon, whicrein they
excel all the Afiatics I have fcom oa
:‘h‘is'ﬁdc. or have heand of on the o
her,

Fhat they are confant §n “their a5
tachments, £ think | may fay, fom .
their behaviour fybfequent vo the as
happy capture of Balambangans -for
although threatened by the Sookoos, ia
cafe they fhould fupply us, aad that
at a time when many of ther bats
were trading in the werge of Sooloo
diftrids, they fet them at defiance, sud
fcn:rouﬂy atforded fuch affifance a
ay in their power. :

With refpe® to the ldaam, or Moo-
roots, as they are cabed heve, I csa-
not give any accomnt of thew difposi.
tion; but, from what. I have heard
from the Borneyans, they are abandos.
ed idolaters : one of their temets, O
firangely inbmman, I cannet pals us-
noticed, which is, that theit furure is-
tereft depenids upon theé mumber of
their fellow-creatures that they way
have Lilled in any engagemicnt; or com~
mon difputes, sad-count their degrees
of happiacfe ‘hercaffer to deperid on
the nuhber of human fkulls s thei
poffeifion ; from which, and thowild
diforderly life thiey lead, unrefraimed
by any boad of civil foclety,- we
not to be furprifed if they am of @
ctuel and vindiRive difpofiton, They:
are, as yet, Nearto a fRae of unturo,
but have a great fhatk of Rimatie cue.
nidg's of which .J hatl:a feiking
Bunce in- the: fullowidy ‘wt

we
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Two of their pracipal chiol, induceil
from curiofity, came one dey 4o the
fedory; they phinly told me thay
came to fec'e white: man,..and: fhomid
judge of my treatment. of .them then,
what inducement . they svight have to
cultivabean igtercoure with me; pleaf-
ed with she profpa@, Bowever faint,
of having thus mct with an indrumaent
through which I might encompads, in
time, ‘what 1.havg over cficemed my
capital objet, ‘k-endeavoured 4o ingm-
tiste myfodf by, giving them fmall pre-
feals of dificrent alfonnments of gaads,
aad cxpreffed . defire to fee them a-
gain : Ovr avly ‘of them fhortly aften-
wardis roturoed, -with fame ;provifons,
which 1 iramt he bad firft been en-
deavouring; to kil 4u the juaks, and o-
wen then domasdod of me fuch .an ex-
orbitant price 23 § could aot thiok of
complying withs - . .

They arc reprefented, however, a8
mduoftvious in cultivating their paddy
plaatations, and in following fuch o-
ther employments as -are known fa-
spongft them3 bet having 0o purchafer
fos theic commodity but the Boreeyans,
who treat them very indiffencntly, the
intcroausfe, of conlcquence, is not car-
sied 10 any citent. - S

“Fheir arms arejong knivos and foom-
pittans, a tube of wood, abowt fix fect
jong, through which thty blow -{mall
ampwe, .poifoncd at one cod, having
ot the other-a faall bit. of ocork wood,
jult big enough to All np the hollow
of ticitube, tlhie lendt touch of which
where bleod s prednced, is certain
doathy uslcis immedntcly coustevasts
od by she medigive shey make ufe
d‘ . .

N PR Y

Their-drefs, at prefent, is nothing
wearc than a gaedle, , ordorg flip of Ruffy
made .of the bark of @ certain trec)
which tores between the thighato cave
ec.thais.: nudikicy, - one. cod of which
hangs-down-before, the other behind. .
: ‘Lheicinth-gawramest of Barnco is
vefted with a. fuitanp and a. fuperioz
emumcih, whioh confilt of theic pangam
ans mho bold the great officen. of \he
faes fach as a bandahara, in whofk
baods is lodged the whale executiva
power 3 degadong, or divector of tha
feitatin’s boufokold 3 the tomangong,
qr commander in cbief, on their oc-
calional war; the pa maneha, or
mediator in difputes; and the fhaban-
der: toalalt thefe are three oran kayoe

A iciiat.of Borned,.
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de gudong, ireiag and Subatdar,
There are miny others whd hold wie
title of psfigarans, hut who e calted
4 powncil enly an pamictilar mm-
m - . e -

Icannot better cenbey :an iden of
this form of  governmont; than-to fy
it besre a fieong refemblasce ‘to our
angiost foudal (yltem 5 for alohewgh
there is more tofpeét paid 1o the regal
power here than any other Matay cons-
tay I bawe been.dn, (for this obviows
reafon, that. the ffultann has ‘entirely
-the power-of appninting the preat ofi-
cers of ftate, end of cownle cin shwiys
influence the public -comncils;) * yes,
howevér, each pangaran has the ewtire
fway over hia particolar . dependuws,
whofe aaufe they rever fail to efpoufe,
even where he may @and in eppofitien
to the fovereiga. authority. :

They have no particidar lnupint
treafon, murder is capitally punifhed,
except in the cafe where the msfer
kills the flave; polygamy pravaile, as
in ol other Mabommedan countées,
but they fridom intermarry with for
cigners: the origival law in cafes of
Adultery requined the partics o be¢ in-
fantly firasgled; but for want of %
being properly coforced; and the difil-
culty there would be found in purisie
ing fuch as have a number 'of adher-
ents, people in power oficn pafks with
impunity, whilt, toward the middie
or joferior rank of people, it is extend~
od with the utmof rigour. “Theft, ac-
cording to the degree of the crime, is
punithed with death, or the lofs of the
right hand. 1 fownd inithe courfe of
my tranfaflions with them, they have
asyet no inftitutions of a .commrercisl
gaiure, whiclk may .be attributed to
the want of communigations with othet
#ations, the Chincfe excepted, whe
make prefents to the haud men in Sica
of dutied. Thofe of that natien fetdicd
hergs rcap without moleltation the
fruits of their induftsy ; but she cafasl
sraders fuffer. many lofies from there bes
ing no Jaw which obliges the dukton te
didcbarge his debt, asd the ‘seceffity
they arc vader of complyiag witicevery
unreafomable requeft. of thofe of any
confideration in the place. .-
: Having thus commuaicated what I
koow of the chata@eriftics and palicy
of the Borneyang; it will not be im-
proper ta obftrwe, . that frem the plen.
ty and goodnofs. of the) timber foaod

her
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! herej thé Chineft-tive been indaced
to adopt the fcheme of bullding funks,
and have fouud it by experience tura

. out to advantage, although nesoffitat-
ed to bring the workmen and many of
the materials from China. One of the
burthen of 7000 peculs (580 tons) was
built this year, an the following ptan:
two potqucedahs of junky, amd the eap-
tain of the ‘Chinefe refiding here, en-

" teved into 3 contrad, whereby the lat-
ter, on the one part, agreed to pro-
vide the timber, and' the former fli-
“pulated to bring the artificers and iron
work from Amoy. The keel was laid
fn the begihning of ‘March, and the
w3 launched . the a8th of May: the
 entire coft and out-fit amounting, as [
have been informed: by the contraing
partics; to-nb more than 8,500 Spanith
dollars ; which, when allowing’ for
' the profits o their congongs, is not
more than 4,250 Spavith doltars.

From hence it may be inferred, that
fhould it ever be the Company's in-

.tention to.eftablith, io thefe parts, a
.warine wherein {inall craft might be
“wanted, they could be huilt on eafy
and advantageous terms; as I have
-found, on inquiry of the nouquedads,
theve would be no difficulty in procur-
.ing artificers from China, by the junks,
©ob vcry moderate encouragement.

- The river of Borneo is nayigable, far
above the town, for fhips of a very
conliderable . burthen § and the only
difficelty lics at the mouth of it, where
the ehannel is very narrow, for about
2 quarter of a mile in lcogth, through
which there is not above feventeen feet
at high water; howeser, the bottom

s foft mud, and the place {o complet»
Jy land-locked, there never can be any
jarf, and confiquently a fhip taking
the ground can be aitended .with ng
bad confoquences. - . .

My non-acquaintance with marine
matters difenables me from judging,
with precifion, as to the expediency
of making docks here; but from the
temporary ones made by the Chinefe,
wherein they build their junks, and
out of which they are fioated, I thould

/
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venicncy for veffels of 400 tons; and

' am’rather encouraged in this opinion,

fram. the banks of the viver being a
tough clay, and therefore a good foun:
datiow, in which it bas the preference
above Laboan, the fiores there being
-only a quick-fand. The water bere
ﬂgw- from eight to nine feet jo fpring
tides. : ’ :

|

- Chimerical are the expe@ations of

finding in thefe oountries, any people

-fo difinterefted as not .to be ready to

‘take an advantage which. chance may
throw ia their. way, where refolatioms
-are not morc biaffel by dread than at-
-tachmeat ; and how unreafonable it is

to expe® amy fuccels in thefe pare,

unlefs where thete is a force fufliciént to
we, as well. as to prote@} for al-
though the chief and council here feem
to think the Borneyans bave jnfringed
their agreement, by not giviag us the
whole of the pepper, yet ncither have
we, on our parts, been able ‘to fulfil
that of affording the proteQion, ‘which
they have expericnced by the’ lofs of
their boats, feized by our mutual cne:
my the Sooloos, to the ameunt of
80,000 Spanifh dollars : this: will “¢-
cation furprize, as there wete not one
ly fcveral veffels on the Balambangan
ettablithment, but likewife two fuial
cruifers fent from Bombay, propery
adapted to that purpofc: of thcfe,
one was upfct, being ordered out in
tempeftous weather, to cruife for the
thip Louifa; then expe@ed ; the olher
fent with the fame veffel ™ keep a-
head of her all the way to China, and
which loft her pafiage in returning, be-
ing obliged to bear away for Malacca,
from whence fhe i3 this month arrived.
The pubtic fervice, therefare, expedts
¢d to accroe from them has Been rew-
dered totally abortier, by teing made
fubfervient to private couvenience 1 -#nd
the prote@ion due to the Cowmpany’s
allics having been thus witbdrawe, the
camuot, with juiticey b¢ ag-

cufed of wantef faith, 1 not krepe
loufly fulfifling the engagements va
their part. . i




