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- But, whether enquiry be granted or withheld, the statemen ts
of the Rjah Brooke (vide Letter I page 1) when juxtapoti-
zad with the allegations of Sir Jam2s Brooke (Letier I page 3)
made for the purpose of establishing the fact of piracy against
the Serebas and Sakarrans, clearlyindicate a dagree of prevari-
cation,—coolly and deliberately written,—which mus tnecessarily
weaken our belief in any writings or narratives given to the
world, emanating fromsuch an author; & it involves a conclusion,

. irresistable we think, that the slaughter of the 31st. July was

as wicked asit was merciless! So gross a misrepresentation
of the occurrences of the 28th. Sept. 1839, detailed in the Dia-
ry—indited when the circumstances were fresh in the memory,
—and so shamelessly disiortel in an affidavit ten years after-
wards, will, in some measure, prepare the reader for the want
of in]geauoumess displayed in the concoction of the letter of
the Rajah Muda Hassim (vide Letter IV. p. 16 —19) which was
designed, and v ceeded, in drawing off Captain Keppel's at-
tention from ('« terrible pirates” of the Archipelago —the I1-
lanuns and Balaninis—to the tribes whose chief offence was
their being inimical to the government of the Bornean Rajah
and his Earopean successor. The real pirates of the Archipe-
lago aré those designated as Lanunsor lllanuns and Balaninis, a
description of whom and their prahus we have given from Kep-
pel and an officer of H. M. 8. Wolf (vide Appendix.) Had the
operations of H. M. 8. Dido been directed to the extirpation
of the Illanun or Balanini—who may properly be designated
Hostis humani generis—the scourge would erethis have ef-
fectually been suppressed. The ruse which successfully diver-
ted Captain Keppel's attention from so desirable an object is
equalled only by the slip recorded in the note at foot. *

* [From the Siraits Timss Ozt Ast. 1850.]

The following {s taken from the Loadon Pime Jaly 23 rd aspartof the Parliamentary oration of Mr.
Hawes, tho under Secretary :—

Then he had In hishand an imr'omnl. lottor from ono of the oldest merchants In Slagapore *—the oldess
surviving British merchant who had visited that coast; 16 yearsago, whon he vislted the coast of Rorneo,
he wi | the torror prodused by thi utrocity of ylwse tribes, wilch the enargr of 8ir James Hrooke thad
chocked. The entive popalation of the towas along 1ho soast and at the months of the rivers regarded
thise marauders with the utmost alarm and abhorronce. These were the words in which he wrote :—

£ As one of the oldest, Indead, I believe the oldest, surviving British visitor o the western consts of Bor -
neo, T feel myself called upon to offer my testimony ns to the state of thosw consts 16 Years ago. I have o
ively recollection, even at this distant date, of the torrorin which the coast was kepr by the very tribes
‘which you have boen invtenmental in uhmh]ng. Bearosly more than & yoar before my arrival the entire
population of the town of Blaky, o few miles 1o the south of Sembas, was cut off by a marauding expedition
of Dynks from the northwest const ; and I found all the smaller rivers thatI wishod to enter so barcicaded
with wooden piled that 1 found it difficult to'oblain an entrance even for amull boat, I see that in my
work on the ern Seus (page 360] 1 have alludad to these Dyaks as coming from * Berassan '—an erroy
which I dlscovered soon after pablication, and which T intonded to rectify If anotbor edition had been.
called for before 1 loft B . T feelconyinged that the Wow you have struek ngalust the disturbers of
the peace on tae coast of Bormeo will do more townrds the gencra rrwﬂ.nuu of the tribes of the Indian
Archipelago than nu"ﬂm that has ovcarred since the enﬂnn poriod of our iateroourse with this part of
the world '—From the Speech of Mr. Hawes in of the Hovwse of Commine. {

* Thix statemont of My, Hawes Is al) lhgn—aaw’nwm:tm,nﬂl Fersl destgn humbug, Mr
Earl mude ono voyoage Lo the west const of Bornoo not asn but in of the
Bramford (see * Bustern Seas’ p, 200) snd wrote and account of what wis beard and seen daﬂaf this Hying
*¥iait,  Mr, Earl claims only to be the oldest surviving visitor (not merchant) on the consti—2-liter, p
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For the communications of SCRUTATOR we solicita patient

—they deserve not less, whilst the important subjects they dis-

cuss demands something more, namely, action, on eonviction that a
case is made out,and thus moreloudly and widely spread the
cry for Pusric Exoumy,—Editor, Straits Times.

Singapore, Dec. 5th. 1850.

and attentive perusal, a candid examination and calm reflection : _ Jﬂ
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‘We do not pretend to Bazard a guess ot what induced the author of
“Earl’s Eastern Seas” to indite the letter cited by Mr. Hawes, nor does
it much matter, in as much as were the object to prop up the annihilation-
process, the alleged facts avail nothing. Mr. Earl accommodates Sir James
Brooke by fixing on the people of Sakarran the Slaku affair, and says al-
though in * the Eastern Seas (page 269) *“I have allnded to the Dyaks
s coming from *Serassan’ instead of Sakarran” the error would have
been corrected had the success  of the first edition been such as to encon-
rage another reprint of the work. Now turningto page 269 of Mr.
Farl's book +we find that the author heard—by the way, all the evidence
against the Sakarrans is mere hearsay—that * the entirv population of Sla-
ku, o town situated a few miles distant from the mouth of the Sambas ri-
ver” had been murdered by the Serassens. If “ the entire population”
was cut off, who supplied the narrative of the outrage?” At page 214,
where the same outrage is described, it is stated that *nearly all the inha-
bitants were murdered,” and that the marauders “ came down the coast
from the northward,”” while at page 269 the attack is said to have been
perpetrated by a powerful tribe of wild Dyaks from the North-west const.’”
Such diserepancies may reasonably be expected in the versions of differ-
ent writers, when mexe hearsay evidence is cradited ; but the same nar-
rator ought at least to preserve consistency in that which he puts forth as
reliable fucts. This, however, isnot all. Notwithstanding the correction
in the letter cited by Mr. Hawes, apparently accommodated to meet the
wishes of Sir James Brooke, which misnomer My, Earl assures the world
would be amended were a second edition of the Eastern Seqs called for,
when “Sakartan’ should be substituted for ** Serassanp,” we trost Mr.
Farl, for his own reputation and for Geography's sake; will make no such
substitution ! Sirhassan and Sakarran are places distinet from each other,
inhabited by different people ; the affair of Slaku, the * entire population”
(page 369) or “nearly all”” (page 214) of whom were slain as described,
could not possibiy have been commilted by the Sakarrans. In substituting
“ Sakarran” for * Serrasan,” My, Earl would seem not to be aware of the
existence of the Sirhassen pirates, scarcely less formidable than the Lanuns.
These Sirhassens, are natives of an island of the same name, one of the
Natunas, whilst the country of the Sakarrans is on the mainland of Bor-
neo, adjoining the dominions of Sarawak. The prahus of the Serassens
have masts, spars, guns ; those of the Sakatrans are mete canoes, sewn to-
gether, and, according to Brooke and Low, incapable of encountering the
least bad weather or heavy sea, and without masts or gune, If Mr. Earl
will turn to W. Robinson's Admiralty Reports vol, 2 page 354 he will
guther something respecting these Serhassen picates, who were fallen in
with and attacked by the pinnace and two cutters of H. M. 8, Dido, near
the island of Serhassen,
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE STRAITS TIMES
AND SINGAPORE JoURNAL OF COMMERCE.

LerTER I

QrR.—1 am one of those who refused to sign the address got up
here to Sir James Brooke, deprecating the attacks made on him through
the Eoglish Press, relative to the slanghter of the Serctsaud Sakar-
ran Dyaks on the 3dst July 4849; and, if I thought¥ v zood rea~
son at the time, to decline subscribing to any such address, 1am for-
tified in the conviction under which I then acted, by the perusal of
certain portions of the evidence printed in the Parliamentary Papers,
on which that unparalleled * naval execution ” bad been altempted lo
be justified. One specimen of that evidence I now beg to call the
attention of yourself and readers to; and it is deserving of special
attention, as being the evidence of the prime instigator of that awful
transaction—the Rajah Brooke himself. :

I must commence my task with quoting a somewhat lengthy ex-
tract from Brooke’s Diary, published by Captain Keppel; but its per-
usal is indispensable to the due appreciation of what follows; and T
must here only premise that when the adventure menlionedin the fol~
lowing extract befel Rajah Brooke, his vatch the * Royalist” was ly-
ing at the Mooratabas entrance of the Sarawak river, on the night of
the 28th Sept. 4839, accompanied by a Malay pilot boat under ihe com-
mand of the Rajah Panglima of Sarawak. 1 quote wverhatim, bt the
ilalics are my oW :i—

« The First part of the night was dark ; and the panglinsa in his pra-
«hy with tweive men, lay close to the:shore, and uader the dark shadow
« of the hill. About nine the attention of the watgh on deck wos at-
« gragted by some bustle ashore, and it soon swelled to the wildest cxies 5
“the only word we could distinguish, however, being ¢ Dysk.”
« Dyak "~—All hands wers standing on deck, I gave the order to charge
« and fire a gun  with a blank cartridge, and in the meantime lit a blew
¢ light,~The gig waslowered, a few muskets and cutlasses thrown into
“ her, and I started in the hope of reseuing our poor Malay friends, The
« yessel in the mean time was prepared for defence, guns loaded, board-
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¢ in gmetling ready for rupning up, and the people at quarters;
< for we were ignorant of the s the strength or even the deseription
“ of the assailants—1 met the Panglima’s boat pulling towards the vessel,.

pohll

< and returned with kim, considering it useless and rash to pursue ths foe. -

+ The story is soon teld. A fire had been lit in the river, and after the
« people had eaten, they unchored their boat and according to their cus-
+ tom, went to sleep.—Z%e fire had probably atiracted the roving Serebas
« Dyaks, who stole upon them, took them by surprise, and would in-

= evitably have cut them off, but for our presence. They attacked the

<t prahu fiercely with their spears ; five out of twelve jumpedinto the water
« and swam ashore, and the Panglima was wounded severely. When
« our bluedight was lit, they desisted ; and directly the gun fired,

 away fast.—WE NEVER sAW TiEM. The Panglima walked aboard with
« @ spear fixed in his breast, the barb being buried, and a second rusty
« spear-wound close to the first ; the head of the weapon was cut out, his
+ wounds dressed, and hie was put to bed.—Another man had a wound
* from a wooden headed spear; and most had been struck more or less
by these rude and luckily, innociows weapons. A dozen or two of Dyak
«“ spears were left in the Malay boat, which I got—some were well shap-
“ed but the - ost, simply pieces of hard wood sharp pointed, which they
¢ hurl in great numbers. Five arms the Dyaks had none, and whilst at-
* tacking, made no noise whatever ; whilst the Malays, ou the contra-
** ry, shouted lustily; some perhaps from bravery, most from terror, The
* force that attacked them wes differently stated ; some said the boat
* eontained eighty or a hundred men, others rated the number as low s
« fifty ; and allowing for exag geration, perhaps there might have been
“*thirty five—not fewer from the number of spears thrown, Being ful-
“ly prepared we set our watch, and retired as usual to our beds, the
“ stealthy and daring attack right under the guns of the schooner ha-
* ving given me a lesson to keep the guns charged in future. The plan
“ was well devised, for we could not fire without the chance of hitting our
¢ friends, az well as foes, and the deep shadow of the hill ExTIRELY
“ PREVENTED OUR SEEING THE ASSAITANTs.—29th Sept. I considered
““ it necessary to despatch a boat to Sarawak to acquaint the Rajah Muda
“ Hassim with the circumstances of the attack made on 1J1is boat.”

Brooke's journal 28th and 20th Sept. 1839; Keppel vol. 1 p.p-
89, 90, 91.

There is nothing further said about the malter; and if Brooke
was told by the Malays thatthe, by him, UNSEEN ASSAILANTS were
Serebas Dyaks ; it was not likely he should express much surprise
at the circumstance, as he bad, only a few weeks before, been in-
formed by the Rajah Mudah Hassim himself, and bad recorded it in
his Diary (Aogust 47th) that the Serebas Dyaks ‘¢ were inimical to
his Government, and a skirmish had lately taken place between them
and some of his subjects.” (Keppel vol. 1. p. 35.) Not a word is

3 //33 {?‘tféen sai’;’ about their beins P""M—aceording to the Rﬂjlh Muda's
2% br / own lestimony, they were af war with Sarawak.

Now, mark to what purpose Sir James Brooke converts this oc=
ourrence ten years afterwards.—~The following is an extract from the.

ng:u i‘.‘.‘ : <
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Deposition of Sir JAMES BROOKE, sworn to by bhim on the 25th.
September 4849, and laid 'before the Admiralty Court at this Settle-
ment, to establish the fact of piracy againt the Serebas and Sakarran
Dyaks, and forwarded by him to Lord Palmerston, to satisly his Lord-
ship of the accuracy of the information under which they were *“‘an-
nihilated > as piralés, viz.—

“ Deponent further states that he is perfectly certain of the piratical
« character of the Serebasand Sakarran tribes; that as fur back as
“ the year 1839 deponent's attention was attracted towards these pi-
“rates onthe 28th Sept. in that year ; whilst lying in his (deponent’s)
«t gchooner the Royallist, at the Moratabas entrance of the Sarswale river,
*“ two prahus containing about tweaty men, acting as pilots to the Roya-
% list were attacked by a party of Serebas men about nine o'clock at
* night ; several of them were wounded and the most fled into the jun-
* gle. Deponent went to their assistance with twwo boats and pursued che
% pirates ; he believes there were thres or four piratical prakus, but the night
 wag two dark to distinguish clearky®”

The date specified, the position of the Royalist, her eing accom-
panied with pilots, and other circumstances common to both accounts,
place it beyond the reach of question or cavil that the attack, or mi-
nutely mentioned in the Diary, is identical with that refered to in tha
affidavit. We have someidea how acoart of justice would deal with
a witness whose evidence before a jury contained such discrepancies
in point of fact as are presenled between the record in Brooke's
Diary, and the statement made by him under the sanction of an
oath,—a form of allegation which is generally understood to enjoin
carefulness and caution in giving evidence, but which Sir James Brooke
would appear lo regard as authorizing the utmost audacity of asser-
tion. It is indeed painful to contemplate the position in which Sir
James Brooke places himself by giving these two very different ver-
siops of the same occurrence. Bat it is not so much (o the circam -
stance of his now swearing that he “pursued the pirates’'-—while
in his Diary he distinctly states, that “he met the Panglima’s boat
pulling towards the vessel, and returned with him, considering it
useless and rash to pursue the foe;”—it is not to his now swear=
ing that instead of one Dyak hoat with a crew estimated at thirty five
men, as mentioned in the Diary, he affirms his ““ belief that there were
three or four piratical prahus ™ —it isnot to his now swearing that
~ the night was merely ““ too dark to distinguish clearly,”” while the
Diary three different times over repeats ‘“ we were igoorant of the
number, the strength, or thedescription of our asseilants.”—** We ne-
ver saw them—the deep shadow of the hill enfirely prevented
our seeing the assailants;"—it is not, I repeal, to those discre-
pencies and other minor ones, to which I would particularly direct atten-
tion ; although such glaring contradictions may help to determine the

* Papers on Borneo piracy lnid before Parlinment, April 1850,
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claifrr of Sir James Brooke's statements and representalions fo the ‘me-
rit of ‘serupulons veracity, and although the whole eircumstances may
lielp to sliew the public the aatore of the means which he thinks him-
self ‘dt Tiberty to ' avaif of in order fo datisfy the minister of the Bri-
tish Crown, (o wifom he is officially responsible, that he' possessed
the most convincing proofs of the habitual piracy of the Serebas and
Sakarran tribes.—All thatis certainly bad enough.—But it is rather as
a pregnant suggestion of the actual weakness of the whole case against
these Dyaks, that I would invite altention to the above portion of the
evidence on which they bave been adjudged to be pirates—and’ I will
veatare to affirm thal there is much more of that evidence equally
valgeless with that which forms the subject of my present observa-
tions, ' '¥ ‘will again address you on this subject ; and inlhe meantime
leave the above (lo the consideration of your readers.

} . E -

™

Lerrer 11

Sin.—My former communication jnust not only have satisfied your
readers that Sir James Brooke stands convicted of deliberate and wilful
misrépreseniation, in that portion of his évidence against the Serebas and
Sakarran Dyaks, on which I have animadverted, bat must also have ten-
ded to satisly them that, when the prime agentin the process of extir-
pation which has been carried on against these tribes, finds himself re-
duced to such a deplorable necessity in furnishing his proofs, the ques-
tion as fo whether these people are or are mot pirates, is not onlymat-
ter of legitimate doubt, but ought to be one of careful inquiry. Of
course, Sir, 1, for my part, consider the question o be still at issue be-
tween Rajah Brooke and the Serebas and Sakarran communities ; between
him and the British people; and between the British people and the tribes
of the slaughtered Dyaks; as to whether their rivers have beeninvad-
ed, their villages plundered and destroyed, their habitations burned (o the
ground, their counlry laid waste, all trade with them interdicted even to
the supplying of the necessaries of life, and their coasts strewed wilh
their dead bodies in hundreds, on any evidence which brings home to
them the guill of habitual piracy, in the sense in which that word
was always understood before Rrooke became Rajah of Sarawak; or
whetber they have not been proceeded against from the first in a man-
ner. which no Jaw can justify, and been doomed to destruetion on false
pretences.  This ‘question, with all its consequences of weal or woe to
the defendants, I affirm to be still pending; and I shall have ill' execu-
ted the task I have marked ont for myself if, before I have done, I do
not convinee every candid reader, every reader not blinded by his pre-
possessions, that atthe time when Captain Keppel first carried fire and
sword into their countrics in 1843, there was not a shadow of evi-
dence before the public, that the Dyak tribes atlacked by lim were
communities of pirates. AT

. AT
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Let it be remembered that before Rajah Brooke's time mo writer | /
whatever had so much as ever mentioned these tribes by name. In vain /
shall we search the pages of Dalsymple, of Forrest, of Rafiles, or of !
Crawfurd, fo learn a single syllable regarding these pirates. They are

not mentioned by Mr. Hunt, whose & excellent notice of Borneo” is
commemorated by Brooke himself, and who made a voyage on the
cousts of Borneo in 1812 for the express purposeé of gaining informa-
tion for Sir Stamford Raffles, They are not mentionedby Mr. Earl in i

e | 4

his work on the Indian Seas published in 4837. 'They are not mention- A

ed inthe columns of the Singapore Chronicle from the day of its first .5 Sy
apoearancein 4824 till its extinction in 1837. They are not meutioned’ *_"’j'(/ﬂ
1L,

in the Singapore Fres Press from its commencement in 1835, uatil ‘;

they to public no hrough lhe medium of its columnps, J d

by Brot Giler he had become Rajahof Sarawak. Nor be 24&‘;'/
ore thal Lime, nor as we believeever sinqe, was any report made Lo the dt-’a
Jocal authorities which connected the name of the Serebas or Sakarran S Vi

with a piratical attack on a nalive trading vessel of any description. Books o483 ;," 34
of history, books of voyages, Newspapers far and near, (fcial reporls Zat: %
and judicial records, all alike bore testimony to the pames and acts of Usack.

the Malay pirates of the Straits of Malacea, of Linga, Billiton and other Miosith Ray
places, andof the llanoon, Sooloo, and Balanini pirates; and all were ha a"'

alike silent asto the existence of these races of Dyak pirates ; although fi

Sir James Brooke can tell Lord Palmerston, in a recent despaich, that the ot )
hordes of Serebas and Sakarran had “for & long course of time car-

ried on an extensive and unchecked system of depredation,” before

being altacked by Captain Keppel in 1843 & 48447 : and he does

not shrink from representing to his Lordship that both *the interests

of commerce and the maintenance of our national position in

the Archipelago " require the entire extinction of a system of piracy Lorkers
carried on by people who paddle their rattan fastened prabus along fizoe /.

the coast, never out of sight of land, who conduct their attacks with-4¢7., ¢

out fire arms, and whose chief missiles are wooden spears, “ luckily (... .
innocuous tweapons” as he himsell expresses it!  What a ricketty
position must that of England be in the Eastern Seas, when savages , de
~so armed are likely to batter it down! R S

But this is a view of the question which T shall find more sui-
table occasion 10 return to, My present object is to trace Rajah Brooke
in his relations with the Serebas and Sakarran Dyaks, from the time
of his first acquaintance with them; and to - indicate fheir relations
with the surrounding tribes of Dyaks. Forthis purpose the principal
authority consulted shall be Sir James Brooke himself ; and 1 may here
mention that T do mot mean (o avail of any writings hostile to him .
in pursuing my present enquiry. Heshall his be own wilness, with hi

friends Captains Keppel and Mundy, and Mr. Low; and the nolesshz az-é-:z"
friendly pages of the Journal of the Eastern Archipelago a 3
Singapore Free Press. . s

® Sir J. Brooke to Viscount Palmersten 2nd Feb. 1850,
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_ The very first mention we find made of Serebas in Brooxe's _
iﬁ JOURNAL, published by Captain KeprgL, is on the oceasion of

his first visit to Sarawak in 1839, and it is worthy of altention,
¢ as we bave just seen Sir James Brooke declaring that the Serebas
. ko, and Sakarran hordes, were notorious pirates, for a lung vourse of
e ﬁts'me anterior to Captain Keppel'sinvasion of their country in 1843,
m“" Having expressed his wish to the Rajah Muda Hassim to travel a-
M_ﬂlnio'ngst the Dyaks, he is first cautioned agaiast approaching the quar-
Fewmters of the rebels, obtains his cheerful assent to going amongst the
| #wascag £ Dyaks of Lundu and Sadong; but * Serebas, agother farge Dyak town,
o he advised me not to visit, as they were inimical to his govern-
Cesse £ ment, and a skirmish had lately taken place between them and
et some of his subjects.” Keppel vol., 1;p 35. .
! il “Miemih. o,
Daring this excursion he pays a visit (o the dwelling of the ehief
of the Lundu branch of the Siubuyou Dyaks, whom he designated
alterwards his ** pet tibe,” and where he finds that i

' *“* Some thirt, or forty skulls were hanging from the roof of the apart-
' ‘ 3. ﬁ “ment; and I wasinformed that they had many more in their posses s
1 ** sion; all however, the heads of enemies, chiefly of the tribe of Sersdas. On

B TR T v o TR T 8 T
_._, -._'r' ,.1_.6:. :‘I

.

W“ enquiry, I was told that it was indispensably necessary o young man -

ﬁ M should procure a skull before he gets mairied and that i was a oustorn

. ﬁ: established from time immemorial and coudd not be dispensed with, 1 asked
ﬁ"" A’“ a young unmarried man when he would go to geta head.  He replied
' s e 94 “soon' “where would he go to getone ? 7o the Serebas River.” (Kep-
M * pel vol. 1. p 55 56.)

The Sibnyou Dyaks of the Sadong are also visited by him during
the same expedition, and he finds that :

¢ Like their Lundu brathren and other Dyaks, they have & collac-
*“ tion of heads hanging at the entrance of their chiefs’ private apartments.
** Some of these heads were fresh, and with the utmost sang Jroid they told
%’ ** s they woere women, They declared, however, they never took any heads
** but of their enemies, and that these avomen, unhappy victiuis, had be-
“ longed to a distant tribe.” (Keppel vol. 1 p. 61,

The following are the only further nolices of the Serebas and Si-
karran tribes which occur in the entries in  Brooke's Diary during
this early si_ge of his intercourse with Borneo, viz

‘*The Dyaks of Sibnow came from the river of that name just beyond

“ Baluban, thongh large communities are dispersed on the Lundu and the

“Sadong. The same may be said of the Serebas tribe (the most preda-

s ** cious and wild of the coast) which has powerful branches of the origi=
“ nal stock on the Sakarran river. (Keppel vol. 1 p. 97.

“ I may now mention some curious facts I gathered from the cleverest
“ man bere, Makota. The natives of Luudu, Serebas and Biatulu, speak
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“ different Imgmu' ages, and vary greatly in dress and habits.  Those of s

“ Lundu and do not use the blowpipe, nor are they tatoved” like
“ the Dyaks of Bintula. (Mundy vol. 1 p. 19.)

« Gilakow is not far from Lundu, near the territory of Sambas. The
« Kurahs live in the same neaghbourhood, half a day’s journey from Sibu- !
“you, Among these tribes, they never have had war, but the Dyaks of Mﬁé"‘

“ Surebas sometimes attack them, The Serebas tribe iz strong and fond . ., . é &
“offighting.” (Mundy vol, 1 p. 22.) e

This in formation was commmnicated to Brooke by a LunduDyak,
brought before him by Makota (Ibid.)

The foregoing passages comprise (inclusive of that quoted in coe c-A?él
my former letter) every individual direct mention of and inci- /4,1“ -
dental allusion to the Sercbas and Sakarran Dyaks to be met with% + _ .7
in Brooke’s journals: for 1839, published in the volumes of Captainsy;, e, o)
Keppel and Mundy ; when, ss he himself says, *4 i

My attention was anxiously directedto acquiring .. knowledge of

. ‘the Dyak tribes; and for that purpose I passed ten days amongst them
* at Lundu " (Keppel vol. 1 p. 86)..

~—besides the means he possessed of deriving information regarding
their habits and practices at the bands of Muda Hassim and Makola,

It must be allowed even by Sir J. Brooke himself, that these no-
tices contain mo indicalion of the Serebas and Sakarran (ribes being
hordes of habitual pirates, dangerous either to British commerce, or
to any other commerce, except it might be that of the tribes with
whom they were from timeto timeat war, in the manner incident to savage
life; nor does it here appear that their warfare was carried onin a more / -
ferocious spirit than by their professed and avowed ememies whom ,,—’{ J 49 .
he found coolly pointing to in the heads of women suspended g A
from their roof, most probably the heads of women belonging to'!W &
Serebas or Sakarran tribes; for none of the Dyaks whom he visit Y G
on this occasion appear to have had any other enemies but (hese tribes#?* € e

i % zsiﬂ},&u C"

- rﬂ‘
LETTER 1T A

6&1 LEGAL ok

Cecrofle. ?
StR,—I proceed with my examination of the Journals. In Au- }
gust 4840 Brooke makes his second visit to Borneo, and finds his

friend the Rojah  Muda Hassim still at war with his insurgent sub-

jects; and if the Serebas Dyaks were inimical to his Government on

the occasion of the first visit, it would seem that hostilities betwixt

them bad ceased for a time, as we now find the Rajah Muda wnsuc-

cessfully soliciting their alliance 1o aid him in the war against the

rebels. On the 46th. Oct, of that year, Brooke recounts certain ar-

rivals in the camp, and adds: '

e §
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- M . “ And lastly Pangeran Jedut came from Serebas, with information
7 “ that the Dyaks of that name, in consequonce of a war vith Linga, could

AT . 2 not come here. Thus they not only réfused themselves, but obliged
ngt o M?ﬁ"’tha Linga people to stay at home to defend their country.—To quiet
| (o ecrvns Livies* this const the Serebas should receive a severe lesson.” —{ Keppel vol.
ﬂ-}mw L p. 147.) | '

AN e 4 ; -
-/I : 7 Saceours from Linga afterwards arrive notwithstanding ; and we find
, the “hostilities™ of the Linga and Serebas tribes again alluded (o in
the following tlerms:— { X1

« At this time Seriff’ Jaffer from Linga arrived with about seventy
*“ men, Malays and Dyaks of Balow. The river being situated close
“to Serebns; and incassans hostilitios being waged beiwesn the two places, he
* wyith his followers were both nore active aud warlike than the Bor-

“ neans : but-theiv warfare consists in closing haud to hand 4vith spear

s
oy §° .
ﬁﬁéﬂ,  and sword, and they scarcely understand the wse of fire arms.” —Jour-
] “J&£4¢ nal Dec. 1840 : Tbid p. 181. ' :
Axes peesz= We are in' odoced to another tribe of Dyaks at enmity with the
Mehas, consisting of a party whom Brooke fellin with in the river Sa~
Ao ‘,,,,r’f dong; and whom he thus mentions: ;

k % 'We fell in witha party of Balows, who were building a prahu
“up a short creek. The Pangerans instantly swore they wvere the
“ most treacherous and perfidious of the Dyal tribes, and assured me
“ 1 shonld: be murderad or mmined if I sentured nearthem, #* * =
“ They dislike the Malays, and few of their people will venture among
“them. * * * They are friendly with the Sibuyans, but at deadly
 foud with the Serebas aud they seemed proud when they fold me that
“ the praht they were making, was meant for a cruize against those
“ enemies,” (Journal Sept, 1840. Mundy vol. 1. p. 221,

We are aguin told that the prahas of these Balows,

“ Are oarved abeut their high sterns, which distinguishes them from
“ the plain boats of Sakarran snd Sercbas. They are represented as very
“ brave, and areengaged sn ceasaless warfare with their neighbours, a-
“ gainst whom they maintain themselves, though very inferior in num-
“ ber.” (Ibid p. 236.)

l?y other tribes also whom he meels at this time he is cantioned
against Dyaks, L : .

el ) W ‘“ Who wesr small car-ings, for they assert them to be fierce, and

(% < treagherons. The fercest and ‘most treacherous are the powerful
A&L{f’ “ tribes of Eerebus.’—¥bid p. 202.) A PR
it ! %3
aﬂ”/? » P They are again thus charactenised:

5’} ' " __,.!- * By sea the Sakarran and Serébas reckon all they fell in with ag fair

ﬂ’ ‘_,07';_ 4 A,é prize, and ‘acknowledge mo driends but in their own waters; they

',r'.‘ .
$EEY
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“ are faithful to their agreements, hospitable, and it is reported kind to

“ strangers, but I must not omit that they are held in detestation

“ by all other Dyaks, who, to stigmatise them, remark when yon meet .
“a Dyak with many rings in his ears trust him not for he is a bad
“man, * * ¢ The spear and, the sword comprise their wea~
“ pons ; they have no muskets or fire arms, and never use the Sumpi-
“tan, ¥ ¢ ¥ The Serebas are by no means sowarlike as the others

“ comparatively small body of Malays. The sound of muskatry or cannon is
“ enough to put the whole body to flight, and when they did run, fully the

“ and frone their great dread of fira arms muy be kept in subjeotion. by aﬁg:%.r
P s

u

by e
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“ half disappeared retwrning to their homes"—(Mundy vol. 1 p.p. 235 %'ﬂy -

236 237.)

Such is the manner in which the Sercbas and Sakarran tribes are
characterized, and their relations with neighbouring clans described by
Brooke himself up to this period, under information drawn for the
most part from their avowed and hereditary enemies.—In a state of
society like that here preseated to view, it would be absurd to cons-
trae the vague and general accounts thus reccived of the Serebas and
Sakarrans ‘** making prize of all they meet at sea,” inu the existence
among them of a system of gencral piracly,—a term by the way,
which Brooke is constanlly using to designate incursions by land, as
well as attacks at sea, “he is a pirafe by laud;” and “ piratiag on

well asin the work of Mr. Low on Sarawak. In fine, we quit the
coast of Borneo with Mr, Brooke in 4840, without finding him bring

my territory,” being expressions constantly occurring in his Diary, as
ﬂ.‘"':f

7

Jir#

forward any fact to prove that these (ribes are pirates, and still less fe? d"’""&

that they are formidasle; and without discovering any circamstances 4

in the relative conditions of the Dyak tribes or clans, which has not
been found to characterise in some degree the feuds of all barbarous
or savage communities in other parts of the world—hereditary feuds
and long engendered hatreds, only to be appeased by blood, and the
possession of the bloody (rophies of successiu! vengeance—though it
would appear that among the Dyaks, the spirit of revenge is allayed
by the paymeat. of the price of blood. Superior enterprise, supe-
rior audacity or guile, or the superior numbers, of a  tribe, natu-
rally gain for it the ascendancy, until the relentless use of this pow-
er, common to savages, and the jealously and dread occasioned by it,
swrround them with hostile neighbours oa every side, who will be sive
so depict their oppressors in the very worst light.  Such must [
think, by every candid inquirer be promounced to be the picture pre-
sented by Brooke himself, up to the period in question, of the relative
position of the Serebas and Sakarran tribes and Dyaks of Linga, Si-
bayou, Balows, and other hostile iribes whom he mentions. "What Mr.

Low writes of the Dyak wars confirms this view:—

# The wars of the sea Dyaks,” hesays, * are vory froquent and more
“ bloody than these of the Malays or the land tribes, many of the feuds
* in which. the Dyaks of Sercbas and Sakarran are now engaged dre quar-

e

- Q(J
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& yols which arosein the time of their anpestors and the oi_i_'au!lbla object in
“ garrying on. of which now is that thebalance of heads may be set.
“ tled.” (Low's Sarawsk p, 213.) {

And there is much more to the same effect to be gathered both
from his writings and those of Sir James Brooke.

Who the pirates were who held the coast of Borneo in terror then
and since, no one knew better than Brooke himself. Writing in Dec.
4840 and bewailing the condition of the Dyaks who dwell on the
coast, he says: £

“ Now, thaj_are in constan_'t.pcril of their lives, not only from the

Toving D _of n, and from the treacheroys Mala
‘but om thesg tervible pivates the Mlanuns and Balgnanis,” and alf.
ter expressing his earnest, and we belieye at this period, sincere wish to

‘éama]ior_ate their condition, he thus concludes. * Injustice and tyranny

Atalk throughout the land. The Dyaks are slanghbtered without mercy, -
nd the cous’ iy be said to be aimost blockaded by the fleets of Lanun
irates.”—(N..dy vol. 1. p.p. 195 196.

It was during his second visit that Broske had come fo an under-
standing with the Rajah Mada Hassim respecting his accession to the
government of the Sarawak province ; and he proceeds to Singapore
in February 4811 to complete his arrangements. Tle retarned in the
following April; and if he left the coast infested with #he Illanuns
and Soolow pirates, it would appear be found it no less so when
he came back, His Diary of 4th. August says:—

~“ On our return we heard of the Illanun pirates being still on the coast;
and from that time to this, they have been ravaging and plundering between
Tanjong Datu, Serhassan and Pontianak. Malays and Chinese have been
carnied off in great numbers ; Borneo and Sambag prahus captured with-
ont end ; and so much havoe committed that. the whole coasts as far as

the natives are concerned, may be pronounced in a state of blockade.” (Xep-
pel, vol. 1 p, 223,

No one ought to be surprised to hear all this of the desperate ma-
rauders to whom these depredations are allributed, The only remar-
kable thing is, that in laler f{imes, the wide spread devastations of
the Illanuns and Sooloo pirates are wholly lost sight of by Sir James
Brooke. . In_his despatches to the Foreign Office the ravages of the Se-
rebas and Sakarran Dyaks, quite overshadow every thing else, and he
hastens, nearly the first thing after he revisits Sarawak on bis return
from Eongland, to acquaint Lord Palmerston thal he meant to employ
naval force against these hordes on account of their depredations “*in
the immediate vicinity of Sarawak’ !*

Sir James Brooke to Viscouut Palmerston, 6th. March 1848,
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Bat to relurn. W’hilé neg_qtialiqus are proceeding, for the cession
of the government of Sarawak, its future Rajah becomes acquainted
with a circumstance which unespectedly reveals to him the nature of
the connexion existing between his friend the Rajah Muda Hassim and
the tribes of Serebas and Sakarran,  This is the actual presence in
the Sarawak river of a fleet of a hundred Sakarran prabus mixed with
Serebas and Malo Dyaks, and accompanied by some Malays, who had
been admilted into the river, to ascend it for the purpose of inva-
ding the weak Dyak tribes of (he interior, to slaughter them or make
them captives, for tie joint benefit of the Rajab Muda himself, his
Pangerans, and the actors in this premeditated and atrocious foray.
This Dyak force was stated by themselves to amount to 430 boals, con- ) ity
taining 4,000 men ; and Brooke's computation of their numerical strength i M

will not allow a less namber than 2,500. He expresses his hor- * M Jparsd:
ror at ‘“the very idea of letting loose 2,500 wild devils in the 4 o
interior of the country,” and remonstrates against such an atrocily with % v

50 mugch animation and vigour (hat the Rajah Mada Hassim countermands
the expedition, and the Dyak force retives, Had the incursion been
allowed to take place, Brooke reckons that of the captiv 3 made,

« Probably Muda Hassim would have got twenty shates (women and
¢ children ; ) and these being reckoned at the low rate of wventy reuls
“ besides other plunder amounting to one or two hundred reals more,”
makes 400 reals or £ 100 stg, ! And for this ‘wretched consideration
the Rajah Muds Hassim consented to deliver up his own Dyak subjects
to ‘butchery and pillage | ** Inferior Pangerans would of course partake
likewise ** (Keppel vol, 1. p. 216 216 p, 228 to 228; and p, 236,

Here we see the well meaning Rajah Muda, with allthe Bornean
nobles then in Sarawak, acting openly in concert with the sea Dyaks
of Serebas and Sakarran as their allies and confederates; and openly
encouraging them in an undertaking of the most infamous description,
yol in piracy indeed, but in an act still more revolting and horrible.
But if the Rajah Muda had any pretence for consideving the Sukar-
rans and Serebas as marauders, on whom it was fit and proper to
retaliale the piratical misdeeds of all their brethren, why does he not
take this opportugily lo avenge on them the altack made on his' Ra-
jab Panglima’s boat, on the celebrated nizht of the 28th, Sept. 1839,
which Brooke told him all about, and which was so fixed in Brooke's
vecollection that Ze recalled it 10 years afterwards in the way we

have already seen. .
Let all this be bornein mind by vour readers when they can come )”‘:ﬁ@'
by and bye to witaess the part which the Rajah Muda Hassim is Aes ™ .,.J‘

called upon to play in regard to these Serebas and Sakarran Dyaks L,.M" 7y

of whom we now se¢c him the patron and confederate. Y~ M'l
A few months after this notable occurrence Brooke became Ra- ﬁ-‘"f;.

jah of Sarawak, and we ere lopg find the new Rajab up in arms /%7 2
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e 2puinst the ® piratical” (ribes, as h:‘ggj.ﬂnd! il convenient o designate
[l - them, of Serebas and Sakarran. He begins, however, with announ-

‘ (natéing moderate and pacific views to the neighbouring chiefs; and ha=
; s ving heard of an incursion of a waodering party of Sakarrans from
x M! which the land Dyaks have iutleml, he says;
e

& for s

.r.(t

T propose at first to send letters to- Seriff of Sador
L riff l{nller of Sakarn.n ‘and- Se:lﬂ'_._!mx__,of L:ngn., !Iaﬁng lhnt-
3& a1 wish to be on terms with my neighbours, but am deter-
’“ﬁ med toattack any place which sends Dyaks to rob in my country,
4/“ “and that I call on them to restrain their subjects from ma{mg incur-
e+ sions here.  In case the warning is neglected I must stiike one blow
6 ¢ suddenly, as a further warning ; and keep @ good look out at sea to
! to destroy any Dyak fleet that may be prowling outside.” ‘Wenre then
 told that Senﬂ“ Sphib is a  great freebooter and despatches his
* retainers to attack the weak tribes here for the sake of the slaves, ® *
“ Serift Muller is o brother of SeriffSahik. and lives at_Sakarran, which
“ powerful Dyak wibes are always willing to be sent by either bro-
** ther on'n ! ‘age for heads aud slaves. * ¥ Seriff Juffer is byno
“ means mix 4w vnth those brothevs, and there is no love lost be-

“ tween them." Eﬂnd p-p- 263, 264.)

This, he adds, is the ** foreign Policy.”
- Shorlly after this we find note of hostile preparation: —

“ Inthe evering 1 ordered a fine boat tobe prepared for the wac
¢ with Serebss and Sakarran which now appears meﬂt.nble, as it is
« impossible to allow these piratical tribes to continue their depreda-
** twns, which areinconsistent with safety, and a bar to all trade alony
« the coast™  (18th Januvacy, Thid 271,)

Aund this is writlen without any act of piracy on the part of these
tribes, or a single attack on a trading vessel by them, being as yet par-
ticularised or even mentioned in Brooke’s Journal. But hearken again:

-« We gre in active preparation to fit out a fleet to meet the pirati-
“ cal Dyaks, The Rajah Muda has a fine prahn which I have taken
“ in hand to repair, and I'have purchised a second, and the #&oo with
 three or four small oanogs will ba able to cope with a Aundred or a hun-
“ dred and fifty Dyak boats. " [Ibid P 273.] :

Two Sarawak prabus and thres or four small canoes a malch for

a fleet of 150 Dyak boats ! !—Why at this rate it would take about

thirty of them to be a match for one of the ordinary Malay trading

o prahus which we see in Singapore harbour, almost every one of which
/ pe C49f Garries a few muskets, Aud yet these are the pirates that are’ “a
bay to all trade along the cocst,” the lllanuns and Balaninis, who

ﬁ" W were holding it in blockade being now quite forgotien !'! ! Observe,
o, that all this is written only a few months after we have seen

- '5,,....:22' .Eroukes predecessor, the Rajah Mada Hassiny on terms of friendship

Ay
J?Jﬁ:l
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and allisnee with the Serebas and Sakarrans, and their flect in his
river! What quarrel bad Rajah Muda with his whilome allies that
he should so suddenly take his *fine prabu” ont of ordinary to at-
tack them# : :

Nevertheless, no hostilities eosue; on the contrary we find that,
‘¢ there are rumours of & war between the Serepas and. Sakarran Dy-
“ qks, in consequ ence of the former tribe seizing a Baloy womsn on the
« yarritory of the latter, and refusing to restore her.” (Ibid p. 282)

Seriff Sahib remains quiet and leaves Rajah Brooke to boast of hie
seizing all the rice and paddi collected by the Suntah Dyaks for his
neighbour the Serifl's use, and which was the usual revenue of the
district CIbid 297.)  This is said (o be done in virtae of the Rajah
Muda having written to the Seriff Lo say, that the Suntah Dyaks * were
no longer his but Brooke's'!-—and this enables the lalter to boast
that in the dispute about these Dyaks he got the best of it, I out-
manceavred Seriff Sakib,” he says, * and wrested the Pyaks from
him,” as a fu guogue for the Serifl’s attack on the Sanp: ) Dyaks with-
in the Sarawak territory, (ibid 342;) although that incursion look place
come eight or nine months before Brooke became Rajah, that is in
Jany. 18414 (Mandy vol. 4, p: 240.) The powerful chief is left to
smotber the promptings of revenge as he best may, while his compla~
cent antagonists triumph in the success of their manauvres, and Ra-
jah Brooke chuckles at the idea of the Seriff being ** conlent as a
fiend in the infernal regions,” (Keppel vol. 1, 314,) Douobtiess the
proceedings of the new Rajah of Sarawak were unpalatable to (he haogh-
ty chieftain, whose (raining had ot been exactly after the model up-
held by Exeter Hall, and who unfortunately was nol aware lo what
an extent the principles of universal philanthropy, the cause of suf-
fering humanity and so forth, were at the bottom of this invasion of
' his rights. But if Seriff Sahib fad marshalled the tribes of Serebas
and Sakarran, had carri . fire and sword inlo Sarawak, had deiven
Rajah Brooke from power, and handed his head to the Serebas chief,
who had a basket ready for its reception, what would have been the
judgment of the world on his own history of his proceedings tow-
ards that Chief (had his Diary on such an eveal cver seen the light),
but that he had rashly provoked the. vengeance of a powerful neigh-
bour, and perished from his own imprudence !

Peaceful counsels however, perhaps very reluctantly adopted, sway
the Seriff, who believes Brooke “fo be backed by thewhole porw-
er of his country,” (Ibidp.) and remains quiet; as does also his
brother Senfl Muller, Sarawak is not attacked by the Serebas anl
Sakarrans, norare they by Sarawak. A detachment of Dyak boals, thir-
teen in number, was (Aprii 4842) attacked ontside by Mr. Crimble
at the head of some Sarawak prahus aad chased away (Ibid. p.)—but
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voted inhabitants| of the Serebas and Sakaran countries, and literally
to hunt to death the chiefs Seriff Sahib and Seriff Maller.

= &
-

'an_l:n 1v.

St,—We bhave pow brought down our examin ation of Brooke's
Journal to the period immediately antecedent lo the invasion of the Se-
-rebas river, under Captain Keppel; but before that expedition takes
place, and befo re the gallant officer is allowed to reach Sarawak, he has
the good fortune toencounter a small detachment of Ilianuns, * (hat en-
terprising tribe of pirates of whose daring adventures I had heard
much’—and thusto form some notiou of the actual prowess of these
well known marauders, and of the power of their vessels.  On his way
over from Singapore inH. M. S. Dido, he fallsin with three of their
prahus, atthe bottom of adeep bay, onthe eoast of Borneo, where he
flatters himself, * he has them pianed ivto a corner,” bul much to his
surprise, they efect their escape, dexterously manceuvring so as to a-
void the broadside of the Dido, which bad anchored, and sweeping
away with a velocily which made  them,

¢ Appear from their swiftness to be flying, and that, too, from under my
% yery nose,” ¥* ¢ though our thirty two pound shot fell thick about their
¢ heads, frequently dashing the spray all over them, not a man flinched from
“ his onr.” (Vol. 2 p. 7.)

‘Besides (hese, the Dido’s boats near the island of Murundu, came
upon & fleet of five large prahus, each pulling fifty oars, either Balaninis
or Illanuns, which fled from them, and “ledto a very exciting chase
with a running fire kept up on both sides,” and, the next day, the boats
were attacked by a (leet of six war vessels, ** which in seven or eight mi-
nutes got ten men killed and (wenty wounded,” before the largest pra-
hu struck ; while the others made for the shore * keeping up afire to
the last.”” Again; the “ Jolly Bachelor” armed with a brass six pounder,
and manned with 24 men ofticers, seamen & Marines, from the Dido, isat-
tacked at night by two Illanun prahus, which, in the face of a hot fire
of grape and muskelry, attempled to board, and it was only when one
prahubad been disabled that the other took to flight, the captured pra-
hu exhibiting a frightful scene of carnage : —

“AL thn bottom of the prahu in which there was about three feet of blood
“gnd water, were seen protruding the mangled xemains of eighteen or
 twenty bodies.”  (Ibid p. 21.) :

This afforded convincing enough proof of the quality of the 7eal pi-
rates of the Archipelago and justly cnough does Brooke remark, u?is
will have shewn Keppel the frightfui state of the coast and the necessily
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of aclive measares.” Aclive measures against whom? Against
these daring IManuns of whom the Dido's people hav e already had such
experience, and ** who go outin large fleets every year to look for tra-
ding prahus bound to Singapore and the Straits” !——Against thesa “ ter-
rible pirates”’ who had been plundering along the coast of Borneo, north
and south, and keeping it “in a state of blockade’ ?—Against pirates -
who Iraverse the seas in prahus ‘* the armameat of each of which is one
ortwo six pounders in the bows, one four pounder stern chaser ; and a
number of swivels, besides muskets, spears and swords ;" and * who seem
to have few fears of the Dutch or English men-of-war being able to
take them’’:—Is it against these pirates, of whom Brooke has said that -
; the ““miseryand devastation they inflict upon the rest of the Archi-
. pelago are well known,” that active measures required to be parsued ?
2 o™ Ko byno means! These truly formidable mar auders are to be left to
"M #*%Zontinue their ravages on the coast, unheeded and unchecked, so far as
,._)1“‘7 mﬁ‘ﬂ:e operations of H. M. 5. Dido are concerned ; and Caplain Keppel's
b7 “ "’”ﬁ getattention is adroitly, and by a politic manceuyre, diverted from them to
A «*the danges 115 tribes,” in the immediate vicinity of Sarawak, who na-
(el jgate heir |.vers and the adjacent coast in prahus fastened Logether with
w" + raltans, without sails, and propelled by paddles, which are manned by
o ] ¥ erews who not only do not use fire arms, but whom the very sound of
itk ‘,ﬁ a gun dismays—against these (ribes, a8 tﬁe pirates principally con-
q.nrf"’ s+ corned in the interraption of the trade between Singapore and
Fuin Borneo, is Captain Keppel’s atteation most cun ningly, and most unjus-
P i (o tifiably directed. In what manner I shall now proceed to shew.

Captain Keppel has anchored the Dido off Sarawak (46 or 47th
May 1843); anda few days afterwards he received a letter, in the Ma-
layan language, from the Rajah Muda Hassim :— :

- M This is to inform you that there are certain great pirates of the peo-

i ple of Sercbasand Sakarvaw in'our neighbourhood, seizing goods

" e & M nd murdering people on the high seas. They have more than three

i fﬁ“’ Pﬁ;undred war prahus, and extend their ravages even to Banjarmassin ;

prod an . “ they. are not subject ta the government of Bruni (Borneo); they take

N~ g Yed 1 « mych plunder from vessels trading between  Singapore and the good

ik A « people of our country. Tt would be a great service if our friend would
‘L. d “ adopt measures to put an ead to these piratical outrages.”
The following is the reply :—1/ 1 1]

« Captain Keppel begs to acknowledge the receipt of the Rgjah Muda
« Hassim's letter, representing that the Dyaks of Serebas and Sakarran
«ware the pirates who infest the coast of Borneo, and do material dam.
* age 1o the trade of Singapore, Captain Keppel will take speedy mea-
« gures to suppress these and all other pirates, and feels confident that
« Her Britannic Majesty will be glad to learn that the Rajah Muda Has-
«gim is ready to cooperatein so laudable an undertaking,” .

It will beseen that Captain Kepﬁel here u_m:lefsunds the Rojalt Mu-
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da Hassim Lo represent that the Dyaks of Serebas and Sakarran as “rys
pirates who infest the ecast of Borueo, &c.” and the expression may,
perhaps, be :ug'ued as significanz. of the pains which must have heen ta-
ken atthe time to imbue bim with lmprnsswm of their formidable pi~
ralical character. He says: * This mfarmaim (!) about ﬂ;e pirales
gave me good groundlo make a begining,”—and the invasion of the
Serebas river is forthwith determined -on. (Keppel vol. 2. p. 28.)

But who at all acquainted with the Malay chavacter will for a mo~
ment regard the letter of the Rajah Muda Hassim as a spontaneous
and self-suggested aot of his own? The whole affair must indeed he
pronounced a mere mockery—a farce—and it will not be difficultto
demonstrate the worse than ebsurdity of the Rajab Muda coming fpr-
ward at this juncture to denounce th- Serohu and Sakarrans as pa—

 rates.

The natore of that man’s relations and connexion wilh these tribes
has been distinctly shown on three different occasions, in what I haye
already laid before your readers out of Brooke’s own journals. On
the Grst ogcasion ha reprﬂents himself to Brooke as [ war with
Ser¢has. On the sogopd we find lhpl he had been sending an am-
basaador, Pangeran Jacﬁu, to their country, to solicit their ass:sl.auce,
in the war against his own rebei subjects. On the third and more
memorable occasion, we behold him as the patron and confederate of
the self same Serehas and Sakarrans, with their fleet in the Sarawak
river, uot to be called to accounl for their altack on bis boat on the
celebrated might of 28th Sept. 1339, but to be hounded on to the
destruction of the Hill tribes of Dyaks, his own subjects !

Caplain Keppel at the time of his receiving the letler must have
been acquainted wilh this visit of the Serebas and Sakarran fleet Lo
Sarawak ; bot it would appear thathe had been faught that the prime
mover and planner in the transaction was the * Serpcat” Makota—
for be says;

* He it was that gave the &akarrw pirates permission to ascend the
“ piver for the purpose of altacking the companuvely defenpalgss moun-
“ w Drahg

But this attempt to shaﬂ: the burden of that shameful transaction from
the shoulders of Muda Hassim, in order to make his antecedent con-
ne::on wilh these Dgaks consist with his professions in the leller Lo

to Captain Keppel, will notavail. The languagein which Brooke marks
Myda Hassim’s Earucspal!on in that proceeding, admits but of one cons-
truction. ﬂe remarks, in allusion 'to the presence of the D;ak dleel in

the river

- They mf man besides f&flm?mu?d have been bold enovigh
1t0 graht Enﬁu th& ﬂaet-lo enter | I knew fromi ezperiency was
' ppetiiole. HW must bave given his consent, must
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“ have been a participator in this atrocity, nobody being desperale enough
“ tode such a thing without s orders. In fact they dare not move up the
“ river themselves without leave, much. less seud up the Dyaks. It is a
¢ fearful feature in this' government newly developed since the close of the
“war.” (Keppel vol. 1 p. p. 216 and 228.) '

~The Rajah Muda Hassim, therefore stands branded as the patron
and confederate of the Serebas and Sakarraps in their incursions for
slaves and heads, on evidence far more convincing than any possessed

y the Rajah Brooke as to the complicity of Seriff Sahib in similar
pndertakings. It may be urged, however, that Muda Hassim might
employ the Serebas and Sakarrans to forage for heads and slaves, the
slaves for him,the heads for them, but still mightwish to punish them
for being pirates!—To this it would only be necessary 1o reply that it
had never been shewn that Muda Hassim had cause to consider them a

pirates; and that it was not until after Brooke became Rajab of

Sarawak, that he was moved (o put his * fine prahu’' into a state
of repair for their annoyance.

But I am not yet done with this notable letter of the Rajah Mu-
da to Captain Eeppel. In the °“ Deposition of Sir James Brooke "'—
of which I have already exhibited one specimen,—that letter is inser-
ted, with the following voucher of the value and imporiance of its
contents ; viz.— :

“ The following is a translation of a letter from the Rajsh Muda Has-

“ sim (uncle tothe Sultan of Borneo, and empowered by the Sultan to

* pacify the cosst of Borneo) to Captain the Honorable Henry Keppel,

“then in command of H. M. 8. Dido, to the general correctness of

¢ which deponent can teslify, which will afford proof of the character

:ﬂ?ﬁ the Serebas and Sakarran tribes.” [ then follows the letterin the
avit, '

When Sir James Brooke thus attempls to connect the Rajah Muda
Hassim's residence in Sarawak with a delegated power from the Sul-
tan “ to pacify the coast of Borneo” with referenee lo piracy, he
only resorts to a disingenuous arlifice to gain credit for the facls and
professions contained in tbe leiter to Caplain Keppel. In his Sara-
wak diary for 4839 he tells us that

“ Barawak is but an occasioned residence of the Rajah Muda Has-

sim, and he is now defained here by a rebellion in_the interior.”

The same rebellion, which, with Brooke’s assistance he successfully
suppressed in the following year. Brooke koew Adll well, and his
Diary throughout shews, that the powers under which Muda Has-
sim exercised rule over Sarawak, had nothing whatever to do with
the suppression of the so called piraey of the Dyaks, and be pos-
sessed incontestable evidence thal Mud a Hassim's government had been
disgraced (in .Ais eyes al least, certainly not in the Sultan's) by
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an infamous leagae with the Sakarrans for the invasion of the hill
tribes of his own province ! Under these circumslances the politic Ra-

Jah Brooke might allow Mada Hassim’s letter to have its full influ~ !
ence over Captain Keppel, asa stroke levelled against his troublesome

neighbours of Serebas,—bat, did it become Sir James Brooke, as
a high pablic servant of the British Crown, with the knowledge he
‘mnst have possessed of how that letter originatsd to verify it by his
own oath, as the testimony of a person competent from his position,
as the Sultan’s delegated pacificator of the coast; to establish the facts'
it advances ?—Oh fie.!! .

But such are the miserable shifts that must be resorted to in or-
der to get up a case against the Serebasand Sakarran Dyaks! And
will it be believed that in this deposition the sole and only facls
brought forward as proofs of the piratical habits of these tribes, be-
fore Beppel’s invasion of their rivers in June 1843, are the cele-
brated night attack of the 28 Sept. 2839, and the Rajab Muda Has-
sim’s letter to Captain Keppel 1!! And then, balf a doven years af-
ter that event, the mere fact of Captain Keppel's invasic . is brought
forward as a proof that they were pirates ; and adduced in justification
of the massacre of the 3dst. July 4849.!!! Never was there seen
such a pregnant illustration of the force of the vulgar but expressive
proverb, “ Glive a dog am il name and hang him.’

But ¥ hasten to some of the details of the first expedition against
the Dyaks. The Dido’s boats have almost had to fight thew way to
Sarawak ‘throogh squadrons of the Illanuns and Balaninis on the high
seas, but other game has been marked down,andthe prey lies up the
Sercbas river.

Captain Keppel’s preparations were not carried on :qiﬂ:oul: tidings X

of the intended expedition being spread abroad, and the Dyaks of Se-
rebas bad caught the alarmi. Their “bird of ill omen™ could not
have been silent over the tempest which was to barst upon them from
Sarawak ; and they were busy with their preparations for defence.
& All the adjoining Seriffs ” says Captain Keppel ** badin the utmost
consternation sent me assurances of their future good intentions.” From
Serif Sahib came there invitations to him and to Brooke (who had twice
Lefore been bis guest,) :

« To partake of a feast in their way to the Serebes rivers, and this
“ was accompanied with a present of a couple of handsome spears and a
“ porcupine ; and also an offer to give up the women and children hLe
 had, with the assistance of the Sakarrans, captured from the poor Sow
“ Dyaks up the Sxrawak.” “ All of them ” continues Captain Keppel,
the ‘powerfal Seriff Muller, and Seriff Sahib * through fear at the mo=
“ ment sent me submissive messages ; but their time had not yet cofm‘[omi-
nous words! ] sud, we, proceeded towards the Serebas.” (Ibid vol. 2.
P, 44,)

14y
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Why were these overtarss rq-:r;'fed'?'- Why. were fiof these . ehiefs -
t

even listened to by Capl, Keppel? It w13, not inconsistent with  the,ge-
neral ins(ructions from the Admiralty ; it was not inconsistent with his

dutyasa Rritish naval commander, to give them audicnce, tor would it

have been against. his orders, had he treated with them for the disconti-
uuance of their alleged malpractices, accepled their pledgss, and let thém
alone; at léast until time and gvents had proved their sincerity or borne
witness lo their misdeeds. (F

It assuredly was not through fear af the mioment (hat they made
these professions to Captain Keppel; becnuse ever since Brooke had been
Rajah, they bad continued quict; and the gallant officer himseli bears
testimony to the long continued peace Sarawak had enjoyed; for he

says, just before selting out on this expedition : “The Dyaks have enjoy-

ed peace 8o long, that the whole country is in a stale of cultivation.”
(Yol:2 p. 40).  But their doom had been seated. ‘The preparations
were completed, and the Sarawak fleet dashed up the Serebas river,
consisting of he pinnace, two culters, and gigof the Dido, with the Jol-
Iy Bachelor vontnibuted by Rajah Brooke,armed with a longsix poun-
der, and manned with thirty of the Dido’s crew; besides a native
forue of about a thousand men. *The lalter, im addition to the Sarawak
prahas, incladed the Dyak tribes of Lunda, Sow, and Singe, “all ea-
ger for heads and plunder” along with the Linga Dyaks under Sherifl
Jaffer; whichalone were between eight and nine hundred strong: all
coming to. their assistande; *“ o more hLkely’ as Captain Keppel says,
“to week for plunder and the haads of their enemies, with whom

- they hqd been many years ati war.”  [Vol.2 p. 45.}

. Their principal town, Paddi, was carried by assault on the 441h. June ;

shot, and. with snebh hastd that -the Dido's leading wen * could scarce

even get asnip shot al the rascals as they went”! And on that evening

e @/&7‘;’ be itiliabitants, paoic siruck, Oying into the juogle wilhout firing a

**the Sountry wasillaminated for miles by the burning of the capital,
Paddi; atd the adjacent villages, at ‘which work and plundering, our na-
tive allies were most expert.” (p. 53.)  Afler this “lesson™ the chiefs
of Paddi, were most submissive; and received a lecture from Rajah Brooke
respeeling (Heit * piratical’’ misdeeds, to the force of which they bow-
ed in all penitence and homility ! (5 At

Sherifl Jaffer; with bis 800 ausiliary “savages” had meantime not

, Heeh idle :— -

“ Round the still atnohng ruins of the once gid:_u;g;ﬁgne town of Paddi,

the country hind been luid waste. il had been desolated together with their

extonsive winter stores of vice. 1t was a melaneholy sight.’"

_The town and forts of Pajoo shared the same fate on the 44ih;:

the “pirafes” ofthis place also “llying panic struck, without firing @
shot, on oor first discharge”!
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“The same work of desfruction Was carried on; but the town was
L larg'ef than atPaddi, and night coming on, the éonflagration had & finer
efect!’ i

The chiefs here were of course eqﬁaily shhd:iui;e and penitent with
those of Paddi. -

The hext ‘poifit of attick was Renibias, which was carried on (he
ATth, Sheriff Jaffer's division of Dyakis received orders (o

l;g'r;ﬂeeg a;a?ﬁﬂyg’zl&cmqfﬁa town and make their assauit when they
- & firat shot," ' }

But on the first discharge,~as at Paddi aud Pakoo,—

¢+ They fled in all directions, withot provoking us by firing a shot, ai-
# though we found the gans loaded ; = this Rembas was by fur the largest
“and strongest place we had asswalted™ = * Afier we fad dustroyed eve-
“ &\t'n‘g, we received a flag of truce, whén similar explanaiions and pro-
“ mises were made 48 at Paddi ahd Pakos: and Aeks wic i 1ie phesent
‘ the tharitike part of oWy’ expedition.”

The native followers h&ﬂ now: parm&ssmn to depart to their homes
“phich they did louded with plunder.” (p. p. 60, 61.)

- Here, 1 should say, ended a pradafory espedition of the Sarawak
forces, aided by their Eoglish allies, against the]inhabitants of a country
where an European face had néver before been s®n,—thoasands of whom
had never even séen an European vessel of any desceiption, and maty
hundreds of whom had probably never seen the sea in thew lives—in -
volving entire communities in misery and ruin on pretence of trimes of
which there was nol t’ﬂ?ﬂ, and is not now, as much eg]dgngg'. belore
the public as Gapt Keppel would flog the mdanest of his ship's hoys ou;
and for which, if they conldhave been established at all, heir rulers
were the accountable partiss—Ileaving the habitations of 6,000 Dy~
aks and 500 Malays, at which their forée of fighting men was reck-
oned, barned to the ground and their fanilies driven iato the jurigls for
shelter, and to seek for food where they might find it; for all tieir
stores of provisions had been destroyed or carried off, and their fruit trees
cut dewn,—an exiremity of cruelty and barbarity of which Hajah
Brooke shall himself show the extent:—

% The ritter debtruction of a village or town® . he says ¢ it fothing to the
“ inﬁe«'on of cutting doen the fruit trees ; the former can be rebuile with its
* rude and ready materials in @ few weeks; but the latter, from Wwhich the
* principal sabbistence of the natives 18 gathered, cnnot be suddealy ros-
“ tored; and thn they are reduced lo starvation™ | 7} - ,

~ And this is the man who is suffered to prate ahout his humanity,
whos phardsaical cant bas chatmed the ears of & sympathising public,
and whose philanthropic zeal has been commended to the skies! Away

3



with such stuff——let fhe man be judged by bis actions, and not by so-
hiloguies out of his Diary, written with the hope and wish of being
read by as exteusive an audiaceasany that are spoken 1o on the stage.

Captain Keppel saysthat the destruction of the Serebas towns créa-

ted the utmost astonishment among the natives, and that the Dyaks de-
clared that Brooke had * charmed the river.” It was not the river that

was under @ charm, but Captain Keppel himself. The ardent tem-
perament - ascribed 1o him had been kindled into a sort of enthusiasm
regarding Brooke, of whose molives and views he appears to bave at
this time formed the most exalled conceptions, and the romance of
whose position as the English Rajah of o Bornean conntry had caplivated
his imagination, and mastered his judgment. He could not without some
such delusion, under the influence of which he continued too long, have
headed expeditions such as those which he has himsell recorded. *

The Sakarran river was o have been the next scene of similar ope-
rations, but, e Serebas expedition over, Captsin Keppel found orders

for the recal' of the Dido lo China, and the fate of the Sakarrans
was postponed for atime, :

‘Fhis abrupt summons of the Dido from the coast of Borneo
leaves Rajah Brooke to his meditations and his Diary; and on the' 4st of
July, six days after her departare, we find him writing as follows : viz.

“1 have lately receimed much loeal information regarding piracy
¢ and find that in many places where the inhabitants themseloes are not.
addicted fo that crime, that encouragement is nevertheless given to
“ regular pirates to visit them periodically.

 The chiiefs of rivers who encournge piracy, serve to foster it ina re~
“ markable degree. Of these Seriff Sahit of Sadong is certainly the
“worst, and 1 em now convinced that Dyak piracy must be suppress-
“ ed by a blow struck at hin. The mischiefs and evils perpetrated
“ by this man have been very great; he was the planner, the mover,
¢ the sharer of the plunder of all the expeditions against the un-
“ happy Hill Dyaks. ” (Mundy vol, 1. p. 356l

This appears to mark the natare of the Seriff's connexion with pi-
racy—he is charged with encouraging i, and with the chief par-

* Captain Keppel #ays that two years before this expedition, the Serebas chiefs
bad been warned ' that the Bri nation would no longer allow the native trade
between the adjacent islands and Singapore to be plundered, &e. &e.” Warned by
whom 2 What British authority was there on the const of Borneo in 1841 com=

tent to npenk in the name of the British nation ? This must be mis-statement pu
into Captain Keppel’s mouth. 1t was just about two years before this, expedi
tion that the Serebes and Sakarran fleet had been seen in the Sarawak River in
league with the Rajah Muda Hassim ! What are the ‘‘ndjacent islands "' be
tween which and Singapore itis alleged the trade had been cut off by the Dy-
aks?  When was a E)yn& prahu ever seen outside the Natunns ? and had not
Captain Keppel on his way over from Singapore seen and fought with the pi-
rates which interrupted the trade with Singapore ? p
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cipation in such invasions of the hill tribes as has been shewn to have
been a feature of the Rajah Muda Hassim's own government of Sa-
rawak! # ;

It is not until exactly one year afler this that we find the Rajah
Brooke reviewing the policy of the neighbouring rivers, he having in
the interval visited Bruni, Singapore, Pinang and Acheen, and returned
to Sarawak in May 4844, In the meanwhile Seriff Sahib, in much
alarm at what bad occured on the Serebas, had withdrawn to the Sa-
karran country, and fortified bimself at Patusen on the Batang Lu-
par, romour ascribing to him such menacing intentions that Rajah
Brooke on his arrival in his own province, found his capital in much
alarm * and he sent to Serif Sahib to inform him that he should
suffer for his temerity.”—(Keppel vol. 2. p. 81) and so he does suffer.
The Diary under date 4st July 1314, contains the following further
nolice of thut chief and his brother.

'« Seriff Muller, the elder brother of Seriff Sahib, is the self copstituted
¢ chief of Sakarran, and with about a hundred and fifty | «inys has his
« settlement at the junction ( of the Sakarran and Batang . apar ) ; bue
“ hie had tttle control over the Sakarran Dyaks, was abh'gdd to wink at their
“ piracies, and the Malays with him encouraged and accompanied them
**.on their predatory excursions. Seriff Muller from his inferiority of force
“ qoas subsarvient to his brother Seriff ; and the Dyaks of Sakarran lock-
*ed up to the latter as their chief, as long as he encouraged them and
« participated in thew profits ”—(Mundy vol. L. p. 363.)

This is penned within onlya few weeks hefog the town and residence
of Seriff Muller,—who is here represented as the tool of his more pow-
erful brother,and compelled to wink at alleged piracies which he can~
not controul—are sacked and burned, and himself driven forth into
the jungle, where he shortly afterwards perishes !!

On the 24th of July, being, now in daily e:puc!ali_on'ot the retarn
of H. M. S. Dido to Sarawak, he thus exults in (he near prospect of
the accomplishment of his plans :—

« With the neighbouring rivers our grand struggle is approaching, and
“ 1 am rejoiced that it 1s 80, for it will at once bring about what other-
« wise might have cost us years to effect, viz. the removal of all the
¢ bad and pestilent Rajahsand their followers, and the establishment of
« Sarawak influence and rule over all the contiguous rivers," * * ** Heaven
“ help the right,"—which means, I suppose, God send Captain |Keppel
soon back again ! -

Y

Who can now donbtthat the real question at issue between Rajah Bruoka._'

and the neighbouring chiefs was one of power; and that the charge
of piracy was the stalking horse behind which be sought to altain
“the establishment of Sarawak influence and rule over all the, neigh-
Jbouring rivers,”-——a policy which a system ofiolertribal war, and the

A r
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general bad name of the coasts of Borneo from marauders of whom
Keppel hat} such experience on his way to Sarawak, render ed 50 specions
and easy ! e % :

As to the process which Rajah Brooke purparts when he lalks of he
removal of his rivals, I apprehend the sense in which Shakspeare's lago
uses the word will hest explain his meaning. To appease Roderiga's jea-
lous fears of Cassio, Jago suggests that no plan can be “so deter-
minate as the removing of him” ! 10y '

* Rod, How do you mean removing him."
“Jago. Why by knocking out his brains.”

A “mode of operation” quite consisient with the policy pursued by

L *

Rajah Brooke.
! ¥

LeTTER V.

SiR—Raja  Brooke’s wishes were gratified Lo their utmost extent
by the reappearance of H. M. 8. Dido at Sarawak on the 4st of Au-
gust, accompanicd by the H. €. Steamer Phlegethon, and operations
were fortwith commenced against the Sakarrans,—the farce of a se-
cond letter from Muda Hassim denouncing them as * pirales by sea
and by land," not being wanting on the occasion; and a previous
communication from Brooke himsell bad described the state of affairs
as follows :—

*¢ The case stands thus ;—Seriff Sshib ?uite-t’nightmeﬂ at Badong since
“last year; enraged likewise at his loss of power aund his = incapubility,
“ of daing mischief, collected all the Sa.mrﬁa Dyuks, and was joined by
* many of the Dyaks of Serebas, and some Balpws. He likewise had .
“good many Malays and bullied every one in his vicinity. This fore
“met at the entrance of the Sadong Delta, and eommitted depredation
*“They were not less than 200 Dyak boats, and some 15 or 20 armed Ma
“lay prahus besides others."-——vol. 2 p. §1.) B .

No wonder that Seriff Sahib was both frightened and gogry, and
it will not perhaps be out of place tointroduce here Rajah Brooke's
own account ol the character and resources of this powerful chief; viz.

“His name and descent are Arabic ; his father, an Arab, having mar-
‘“ried a daughter of the Borneo Rajali. The Malays evidently honor
“ his descent, and consider his birth very ligh. His power, they say,
“*equals his family, as he is,in some measure, it ndent, and were heto
‘“instigate the Sadong couniry to take arms ogainst f.vmoo5 it s very g -
*“ bable he would vverthrow the Government and make himself Sultan of r-
e ;4;0 h In %e?aon this noble pﬁrmkes I;nm:l: al-{l hiaﬁ facher's mucie both in
“height and featuces, being tall and large, with a fine noge and congour
“ fzﬂl, H,iagmsq'tw_rg q.r'ga reserved a._n::f kind; he looks as if too indo-
“lent to eareé much about aequiring power, too fat for an notive trailor,
‘though a dangerous man to oppress. Weweve the first Buropeans he had
** aver seen; and on this our second wisit'he lost much of his preyipus re-
“werve, andwas corious in examining our arms and accoutrements,

A
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The chief thus described, at the head of three bundred war prahus,
and able to master more than 8,000 fighting men within the
territories  which acknowledged his sway was, of course, fully com-
petent: to. maintain the relations of peace. and war, and wasno mere

S e

pirates :

#Bukin the meanwhile Ba hyd been, joined. by Makota, who way
* his principal adviser, and ia. whose house the couacils, of war were ge-
“mr'uy- hddu (Rn 8;'-’.).4 3 3 :

And this. alliance is n feature. of the war desprving of special al-
tention, with reference to the chavacter and position of this new ace
tor in (he “ piratical " confedracy. The Puangevan Mikola, was a re-
lative of Mudw Hassim, and the ruler of Sarawak in his absenece; ho

is allowed by Brooke to be a man of mach ability, and, well acquaiake

ed with English and Dutch affairs for a native, though denounced as
a juggling intriguer, when he came to manifest his aversion to Brooke's
supremacy a8 Rajah of Sarawak. “Heo was delermined at all ha-
zard™ says ‘Brooke ** to drive me from the ecountey ;7 ! it like Seriif

Sahib he was' ¥ ont manmuored™ and compelled 1o gwe in.  Can’

it, however, be supposed that this Makota, who well knew what pi-

“racy was, and how pirates were dealt with, who is one of the chief

nobles of Borneo, and as T now hear, the Saltan’s most confidential
minister, woold have alliod: himself toothe cause of - Seriff Sahib, in
opposition to. Sarawak and' an English- naval: foree, had: it hesu thae
of a mere perate? No: Makota no doubt thought it quite as: lwwiub
for: bime to unite with Serifl Sahiby as for Mada Hossim to. side withy
the alien: rajaly of Sarawak, whom it had a¥l along: been his policy
to expely, in’ a, wae which all (he nativos saw only il one light; name-

1y, a war for the supremacy of Savawak ovedthe meiglibouring rivens.

Makota's allianee, however, proved no. /Bgisito Senifl’ Sahib« whose

prineipal lown and stronghold! Patusen, on . the Butang Lupar, was
stormed, sacked, and burat, on' the Tth of August; By the expedition
under Captoin: Keppel, with the loss of ane Europoan seaman Killed,
andi two wounded;  Another: towaof (e Serill’s: situated up- @ tibutavy
Dranch ¢lbe Grahn) of the'same river, was immedintely aftevwards: assanlt-
ediand carried, the natives decamping, without firing a shat, and hore. they
found the chief’s residence and *oll his ouvious and extensive ward«
robe.” Retuening to Putusen; the invading force ‘*‘destroyed every
boat and sampan, e well ag every house. and’ hut” and' the vesults
of this preliminavy eperation ‘are thus swamed’ up :— 3

“ The habitations of 4,000 pirates Had been burnt tothe ground, four strong.
« fhits destrayed, lozether with several hundred, boats, upwards of Hxiy
““brass cangons ecaptured, besidgs vast quantities of ‘other arms and am-
“muuition, andthe. powerful SeritfSalib the great pirats-patron, for: thie
“ lost twenty years [ . 1! Jrained pest vecover —(Tbidip. p. 905 81 02; 08.

Oa the Undop, anothan (ributasy of, tha Batang Lupar, some. miles
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above Patusen, stood the village and residence of Serilf Maller, which
was the next point of attack; for says Captain Keppel,

« T deemed it advisable before proceeding to the punishment of
s he Sakarrans Tc DESTROY THE FOWER AND INFLUENCE oF SE-
« girr Murnner ” !  That chief's * deyoted town ' was sccordingly
entered: “ With the exception of his own house, from which some
« sight or ning Malays were endeayouring to moye his efizets, the whole
« place was deserted.  Zhey made no fight andg an howr @fierwards the town
« had been plundered and burnt.  The only lives lost weve a few onfortu-
¢ nates who happened to come within range of our musketry, in their
« grortions to save some of their master's property: " ( p. 99) the Seriff
himself being so hotly pursued that he was corapelled to swim for his life,
and hide himself in the jungle, Makota huving itis said, retreated
along with him. (p. 103 and 104.)

And now says Captain Keppel : © Having driven away and destroyed
« the stropgholds of the two prineipal instigators and abettors (viz, Se-
« piff Sahils and Seriff Muller) of all the piracies committed on the
« coast of 11 neo and elsewhere, itnow remained forus to punish, as
s fae as i oo sowerlay, THRE PIRATES THEMSELVES, the Sakarrans bein
« the only oues now remaining who had not received convineing proofs
¢ that their brutal and inhoman trade wonld no longer be allowed "™ ! !
(vol. 2 p. 106.)

T really find it difficult to deal with this unparalied avowal. Cap- -
tain Keppel has just told us that at Patnsen alone he had burned
to the ground the habitations of 5,000 PIRATES, and destroyed all
their property and provisions, the same sweeping process of destruc~
tion being pursued op the Grahn and Undop; and here his readers
are coolly informed that all this slaying, burning, and plundering has
been carried on against people who are not pirates at all, but
who have the misfortune to live under the rule of chiels against whom
there was a vague charge of abetling piracy; and one of whom, Se~
riff Muller, we are distinetly told by Brooke himself, ** had little con-
tronl over the Dyaks, and was obliged to wink at their piracies ;"—
yet allare involvedin one common destruction, and no  distinetion is for one
moment attempted lo be made between themand those who arecalled
“ THE PIRATES THEMSELVES” | ! | Shame on Rajah Brooke’spalicy !
Most of your local readers know, and the authorities past and pre-
sent of this Settlement know still better, that not many years ago there
was scarcely a petty Malay State on the coasts and islands adjacent
to Singapore, of which the chiefs did notlabour under the same charge
of abeliing and encouraging piracy ; and no doubt whatever was en-
tertained that several of them secretly derived advanlage from the sys-
tematic acls of spoliation committed by their subjects, and by the sub-'
jects of other states. Bat look at the humane and considerate policy
pursued with respect to them in 4836, after a quarter of a century
of complaint and irritation on the part of the inhabitants of the Straits.
seitlement ! The journals of the period shew that Governor Bon-
ham made a progress as Commissioner among these States, on board
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of . M. S. Andromache, and visited every suspected place; and
although he found in more places than one andoubted evidence of the
connivance of the chiefs at piratical undertakings, as well by their be-
ing in possession of captives taken by pirates, as by other no less con-
vincing proofs, that excellent public functionary cousidered the weak-
ness and long subsisting ircegularity of the governments of these Ma-

- lay Stales, and resorted to no mensures of violence even against the

chiefs, much less to indiscriminate retaliation agaiost a whole popula-
tion. Pledges were laken from the chiels, emphatic warnings given,
and the pirates were destroyed af sea; the well known pirate-nest at
Gallang, which had no acknowledged chief, being the only place al-
tacked by the squadron then so successfully acting in these seas. This
policy has been productive of the best effects, and I believe that there
‘has since scarcely been an inslance of a Malay pivate prabu being seen
in the Strails of Malacca—the chiefs have ceased to encourage pira-
cy among their sabjects, and I, and all you other focal readers, know
well where fo point to an eminent instance of the wise and consi-
derate course pursued by Governor Bulterworth in the . \me respeet,
What a conirast does all this afford to the infernal system which Ka-
jah Brooke so soon adopted for his model; and which has been un-
relentingly but frustlessly pursued under aggravated horrars, until
it bhas led to a butchery withoul parallel in our annals.

But let me not anticipate. The Sakarran river was até las! inva-
ded, “ the pirates themseloes™ attacked; the expedition proceeding
up a stream of which fora considerable esteat,

« The banks had been a continued garden; with sugnr.cane plantas
« tions and banana trees in abundance.” (p. 110.)

There was a good dealof tamultuary fighting with the Dyaks, and with
considerable loss to the invading force, although these **pirates them-
selyes” had only a few fire arms which they could not use, and dis-
¢harged spears and stones at the boats (p. 142). Their capital Kar-
rangan was baurned, and, “no further resistance being offered ™ the
expedition withdrew.—The Linga river was afterwards ransacked for
Seriff Sahib, to whom Rajah Brooke had interdicted food and shelter a-
mong the neighbouring Dyaks; and who was so hard pressed that,

¢ He threw- away his sword and left belind him: a ohild whom he kad
kitherto carvied in the jungle” (p. 119).

Makota was made prisoner, but never detained in custody, and an
entire, and what appears to me avery suspicious, silence is ever af-
ter observed regording the part he had taken. I conclude my no-
tice of the details of this expedilion with the following example of
one ils of results ;— ;

Wy hen our expedition,” says Captain Keppel, *had been watched safely
“gutof the Batang Lupar on its retwrnto Sarawal, all those unfortu-
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« nate families that kad been concealed in'the jungle after the destruction of
“ the diffevent towns of Patusen and Undop, had emerged from ‘their hiding
“ places and embarking on rafts, haif ruined boats or in short any thiny thut
“would float, Werein the act of tiding and working their passage towards
“ithe extensive ‘and flourishing town of Bunting, and :their dismay can
s“avell be ‘imagined when at day lighton the ‘morningof the 20th. ‘the
¢ found themselves cmiried by the tide close -alongside the losg blac
“ terror gpreading steamer, and in the midst of onr augmented fleet.
“ Escape o them was next to hopeless, nor did the softer sex seem
“'much'to mind the change; probably thinking'that te be swallowed up
“ by the white man was not mueh worse than dying in the jungle of starva-
“fion, Ineod not say that, instead of being molested, they were sup-
“ plied ‘with such provisions and assistance as outr menns would mit
“us toaflord, and allowed 'to pass quietiy on; in addition'to which we
“ despatched several of our native followers into ‘the ‘Batang Lupar to
«‘fuform the povr fugitives that OuR BUSINESS WAS WITH THE CHIFFS AND
“-r’.#s'ﬂaa;l‘*?ns OF BIRACY, AND WOT M0 MOLEST THE MISOUIDED NA-
¢ vives” Ll \

Good Hernvan!  These unfortunate beings, who are neither *“the
pirates thev ives” por their familes, but the miserable inhabitants
of Patusen, Undop and other desolated lowns, have seen their ha-
bitations * in flames, and burnt lo the ground, from the dwellings of
their chiefs down to the meanest hul, their stores of provisions uller-
ly destroyed, and themselves flying inlo the ;?msle for shelter, until
they are driven to the alternative of perishing by starvation, orlo es-
cape 1t by embarking on anylinng that would float, and thus incur
the wisk of drowning, to reach the dwellings of ‘a friendly tribe—and
to these forlorn, houseless and destitute fugitives, in this Exodus from
their desolated hearths is the consolation administered that Rajah Brooké’s
business s with the chiefs and not fo melest ithe misguided na-
tives ! !'! ¢ Famine, Fire, and Slaughter*’ baveswept them {rom
their bearths, -but the misguided natives, are Not MoLesteD !!! And
the pages in which these deeds are told, in which these things are
prioted, have beea before the ** jgnorant and distarit™ British public
for four years, and the perpetrator of such acts, has meét with un-
hounded admiration, and been extollad to the skies asa ‘first rate mo-
* el of philantropby and bumaoity 1! Lit(le does it become Rajah Brooke
toexelaim over the ** ignorance and distance™ nnder the ¢ffects of which the
judgment of the Euglish public isso often ‘misied, ‘for viewed through
that vapourous atmosphere he has himself loomed into ‘the dimen-
‘sions and been encircled with ‘the ‘halo of .a demigod. But it is to be-ho-
ped that the] delusion will pass away, and that'we shall seeithe gaudy
imposture, which has fascinated the gaze, dwindle to ils proper pro-
portions and, displayed in its true colours,

But the circumstance that has called. forth this expression of indignant
fecling, has yet another marked feature. Rajah Brooke's business, the
poor natives are told, was with their chiefs. How comes it ‘then that
the Pangeran Makota, ‘whose standing and position with reference lo
the goverument o the ‘Sultan in ‘all probality emboldened Seriff Sahib
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in ‘his -opposition to Rajah Brooke, at once resumed his former posi-
tion, without being gither detained a prisoner, or otherwise procesd-
ed ogaivst inany wagl! So lite idea did this worthy appear to en~
tortuin of his' having done anything very wrong an joining Serifl Sa-
hib, thial when we next hear of him it is'as presenting himsell before
Rajih Begoke to ask a loun of money. '

~ he Dyaks of Serebas and Sakarran having been thus ** punished,’
Rajah Brooke forthwith proceededl to. assert ‘his Supremacy, and to
lovd it over “his bumbled adversaries. [fle wrote aletler to the chiefs
of the former tribe containing the * commands ‘o_i" the Tuan Besar
(Great liord) (o the chiefs of Sercbas “* (Mundy vol. p. 7); and about
six months after the destruction of Patusen, deceived by some acts of
subumission of the chiefs, very natural in their existing state of humi-
Jiation, e thus triumphs inthe seeming success of his system :

« But yesterday, Serebns and 'Sakarran, with their acknowledged ve-
o eeivers and promoters sent ont formidable pieate flevts, Keppel at-
« tacked (hems Seriff Sahib has fled, and the Dyaks a + peaceable ”
(February '1845, Mandy vol. 2 p. 13.) ~

A few months later he thinks ‘he mll,mes ganse 1o fatter himsclt
on his policy ; .

LAl

© « Bukarran and Serebas,” he says “ure ushouses divided ngainst
« themselves, and I shall soon ascertain mbio are reallyiany frionds (Oot,
1843, Inid p. 52.)

Yain hopes! The Dyaks and their chiefs were not o submissive
as* was -expected, and before the yearis ended we find that, .

“ A sharp atringmt.p_nb‘cy'is required to eorrect the evil propensitics
& of (he Sakarrans and Serebas. ey must le ayain attaeked,” (Deo.
1815, Tbid p. 78.)

Andl for what 6ffence are these lribes thus'thredtened anew? Wiy be-

‘canse Rajah Brooke had 'been"pleaseil to issue “orders™ for the expulsion

by the Dynks of three Seriffs, hostile to trade ™" ; an‘order which these

Serifls summon ‘Lheir forces to resist; and being defeated in this & #%-

- rdtical” act, as Rajuh ‘Brooke ‘calls every ot ‘of resistance to his

- authority, by ‘another ‘party of Dyaks whom he raiset up in arms a-

gaiost them, ‘they 'hall first ‘found shelter with ‘Rajah Pangalimah
of ‘Serebas, and ‘finally in Sakarran where they intended (o settle,
“ They must be out of their senses,” exclaims'the Dictator of the coast,
by ‘this outrageous ‘act of folly in seeking to provide for their owa
safety ! (lbid ‘p. p. 46, 56, 63, 68, 78)—a ‘precious sample of the
system by which the pacification of ‘the coast of Borneo is to be el-
fected, undler ‘Rijah Brooke, at once arrogant, short sighted and froitles:.

The blindaess and inefiiciency of this policy are fucther demons-
trated by what be wsites a few mounths later, viz. March 1546 :
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1 have suddenly received information that the Sakarran Dysks have
“ again been at sea with a force of seventy prahus, and not less than
« 1200 men, perpetrating many , ravages, burning many villages and
« carrying off women and children into slavery, cod laying waste the
¢ country whereyer their arms could reach.—Ib was not to be expected
« that the single attack madein this river by Keppel should totally
“ gradicate, from amongst a numerous and warlike population, the
“deep rooted and long indulged habit of piracy. * * *—I find that
“ measures of kindness and conciliation are entirely thrown away.”

And only a few months later he is in expectation of Caplain Mun-
dy in H. M. S. Iris for the purpose of * undertaking hostile mea-
cures against the Sakarran pirates ™ (Ibid p. 92.) and yetin the face of
this and what he himself calls the * Sakarran war,” caused by the resis-
tance of three Serifls, abont one year after Keppel's invasion, he tells Lord
Palmerston in his despatch of 2n0d Feb. 4850 that *‘ the good ef-
fects resulling from Caplain Keppel's operations continued for two
years” | {Mindy wol, 2 p- 46.) 4

" Such are .ome of the principal features and consequences of these
memorable expeditions ; and before proceeding to notice the third one,
1 should wish to call attention to cerfain assertions made by Sir James
Brooke relative to the former ones, :

He states in his affidavit of 25th September 4819, “already more:
than once alloded to by me, that (he : e e

‘0 Piratical character of the Serebas and Sakarrans had been alrea-
 dy decided in'a court of Admiralty Judicature in England in'the
¢ gasa of Captain Keppel, when he eceived compensation under the act
“of Parliament, and may now be addaced ‘as the fullest proof of the
‘¢ petitioner’s elaim ; ' W

That is of Captain Farqular's claim.

This is incorrect inthe first place, in point of fact, as regards - the
Serebas. Caplain Keppel received no Head money as compensation un-
der the Act for the first expedition, that is for the operations in the
Serebas viver, as the returos of Head money, presented to Parliament in
March last, plainly prove; nor isit easy to see how he could obtain such
compensation as the Act refers to piratical vessels; and the crews of vessels;
whereaslowns & villages were Lhe only things attacked in the Serebas. These
Relurns show.that Captain Keppel received Head money compensation for
the  crews of siz war Prahus,all Dyaks in ths Sakarran River,
Borneo™ captured 19th August 1844, and for “ (he crews of a great
number of piratical vessels belonging to Seriff Muller, a notorious
“pirate cloef (('') 45 miles up the river Undop, a branch of the
“ river Sakarran, Borneo,” captured 44th August 1814 The expe-
dition to the Serebas took place fourteen months previously in June
1843; and, we repeal, the Parliamentary Returns (from 1826 to 1819)
show no Head money paid for the operations there. So much for Sir
James Brooke's © fullest proof™ against the nalives of Serebas; and
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someidea mway be formed of the kind of evidence upon which a Conrt
of Admiralty in England decides, on seecing Serilf Muller, who * had
“ Jittle control over the Sakarrans and was compelled to wink at their
*¢ piracies, "’ described as a notorious pirate chief !

Nor is there the least evidence to shew that the sacking and burn-
ing of the towns of Paddi, Pakoo, and Rembas on the Serabas, and
of Patusen on the Batang Lupar, ever were before any Admiraily
Court in England, much less thesubject matter of the decision of any
sucl‘ court.

Bul what was the evidence that Captain Keppel had before him, when
he setout on theiavasion of the Sercbas and Sakarran rivers 2 Why at
best, Rajab Brooke’s newly manufactured history of the night attaclk
of 28th Sept. 1839 ; and the Rajah Moda Hassim's famous letter—
both equally. worthless.

1 now cometo the third expedition; of this there are two accounts be-
fore me: namely one,singularly brief and carsory in Sir James  Brooke’s
despatch to Lord Palmerston of 16th April 4349 ; and 0, 3 more de-
tailed published in the local Journal of the Indian Archipelago for May
4849, and contributed by Mr. Arthar Crookshank,—Rajah Brooke's
‘Deputg at_Sarawak, during his absence. This expedition set oul from
‘Barawak on the 25th March of that year, and consisted of 9% war
prahus, including those of the Dyaks of Sibuyou, Linga and Balow,
the hereditary and inveterate foes of the Serebas and Sakarrans, with
the Malays of Sadong and Seriki, and led by four boats belonging
to the H. C. steamer Nemesis, which vessel had been placed at Sir
James Brooke's disposal. It is alleged to be undertaken (o check the
depredations of the Serebas and Sakarran fleet, which are said o have
been out ravaging and plundering the whole coasty devastaling two
rivers, attacking and burning three villages and lalling and making
captive between 300 to 400 persons, besides capturing several trad-
. ing boats ; and there was a reporl when the expedition started that
the hostile fleet had captured the town of Sadong, in the Sadong river, *

1 can find nothing in this account of the devastation imputed to the
Serebas and Sakarran Dyaks at all inconsistent with the supposition
.that they were making legitimate war in their own way againsthos-
‘tile tribes, or as other than the most natural consequence of the for-
mer altacks from Sarawak upon (hemselves. 1¥s the plundering and
burning of villages, devastating of rivers, and slaughter of their inha-
bitants ascribed lo these Dyaks, more frightful than what we have
seen inflicted on themselves ?—and by whom: Why, by the * white
man " in alliance with their ancient and inveterate foes ! Was it not
with the Dido's seamen and marines brigaded with the Dyaks of Lin-
ga, Lundu and other places, * all eager for heads and plunder ;” as
Captain Keppel says, “all coming to seek for plonder and the heads

* Vide the tch mentioned ; another of the 6th March, and the article in th.u
Journal of the Indian Asc thclagﬁ
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of the encmies. with, whom they Had been so many years. ab war,”
that the Sercbas and Sakarran rivers were invaded, the lowns buen-
ed and the mhabilants shin, and the women and) clul__druﬂ-raduced»m
starvation ! And dif [!ng:;h; Brooke suppose that the: burning, senti-
ments of revenge, which he himsell 'so strongly  depicls. as inhepant
in the Dyak races, were to go to sleep in the: beeast of such pawer-
ful tribes, as. the Screbas and Sakarrans, when they thought the op-
portunity for retaliation. at hand “—and who: that bas_ read the meution
of the hereditary fouds of the Dyak races both in Brooke’s writings
and those of My. Low, will say that that retaliation was not as legt-
limnte as’ any wmﬁre among - them: ever was 2 If the town of Gadonz,
on the Sadong; was attacked’ by them, do they not fiad the: prahus of
the Sadong Maliysin the Sarawalt flect? 10 they devastate the Sama-
raban and Einga rivers and every river lying between the Sarawak and the
Serebas, do they not find these rivers each and every one contributingits
quota of war prahus. 1o the hostile fleot af Samawak 3. I is.in, oseor
ather of thése RIVERS, not @l sea, that Lhe Sarawak expodition ex-
pects to me  with the enemies they are in quest. of 3 and, says. Mr.
Crookshank’s avcount, *“we: wsiled every river: between aarmak and
“Serebas in hopes of finding the enamy, bat withont success,” But
the fotifla did not retaro to Sarawak without inflicting as much mis~
chief as it could: To barass the population of Rembas, ** at about hO':
“miles up the Liput from: thelsea, a: force:of about 2,000 men was
“ianded, and was absent for throe days -during  which i, clphlml
i several places and desteoyed lange storas of rice and salt” Rajoly
Brooke is no: longer horrified at tha iden of *“lefting Ipose 2,000
wild devils in the interior ™. to seizey burny, and destroy ! Could, any
Dyaks wage: a move eruel and: devastaling systemcof warfare 2 and
to- erown all thoy are o be deprived: of the first necessary of life;,

“ The enomy,” says. My, Crookshiank “roppived’ serions | tlnma"e m
 the interior of the Tlambas,and will feeliseasibly the want of that 7y
« necessary of life—salt; now trat the intercoutse with iipat is cat oﬂ' o

There is one circumstance, however, which Er. Crookshank has o-
mitled mention of..  He has: forgotten tortell that he: himself firedAwith
his: rifle; ata single Dyak' on araft or eanoe inthe Serebas ‘river, and -
that laving failed inhis ‘aim,. the man was assailed by some- of his na~
tive followers, and decapitated ; and' that he; Mr: Grookshank, disgust-
ed the officers of the H. €. steamer Nemesis by displaying' to themy,
in: bis own Rund, the bead of the unfortunate vietim Il % ¢

If an European thus hngh in the confideac:and, employment of Ra-
jab Brooke can thus acl, what are we o espeet will be the conduct
of the nalive auxiliaries whom he. leadma;wt, their. ancient apd in-
volerale enemies. . ot

I e -
. . SRR T
* This far: was mmﬂontul!y c.nn]kmid ﬂm'h the enquiry which m‘;“ug:;‘ i
bourd . LI% in the Prmnr:e ng tains Austin aud o
Lommnurler Wallaga ditor, Straits Tines =
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Sm,—The expedition of which I have just given an account, was
headed by Brooke in person ; and (hough nof wanting in the bar-
barity which had characterised the preceeding ones, was equally frait-
less and unprocuctive of any desired end. Ere many weeks were
over, the Serebas Dyaks were as eager as ever for yengeance ou their
ancient enemies, who had wrought them so much damage under the
banner of the Rajah of Sarawak ; and after some detached parties had
made reprisals, and killed soveral ‘persons at the mouth of the Sa-
. rawak river,® their assembled fleel prepared lo sirike a blow at ofie
of “our allies,” and the information wWas, that "the Malay town "of Se-
riki on, the Rejang was the destined object of altack. And here, Sir,
it becomes of importance to enquire into the relations which had ex-
isted between the Serebas and Sakarran communities, and the Malay
state of Seriki; and I call upor your readers to pevise” what follows
on this subject with attention. _Sic James Brooke shall be the chief
authority cited; and I pledge myself to the fidelity of the fallowing
‘extracts from his Diaries,—they cannot be called select o, for. they
contain all that I find ‘upon’ the subject in’ 't volume o Caplains
Keppel and Mundy : . - ] e

] L
A

The Diary of 4st. July 4841 contains an accoant of ths meigh-
bouring rivers, their political relations to Sarawak, and the character
of their rulers and inhabitants; and it is there we find the first no-
tice of Seriki and its chiel’; viz. o et ' 2

-« The last place I shall mention here is the Rejang river, twenty miles
‘ from the mouth of which {8 Seriki, the residedte ‘of Patingi' Abdulra-
*“ man. The Malays are numerous and floutishing, and the interioris peo-
L Eled"b'y Kayans of various tribes '« #'* « Patingi’ Abddlramant * has
“ held himself aloof from Seriff Sahib, and consequently incurred the im-
“ potent anger and hatred of that chief. He has never allowed piracies or
** vaceived piratedy and has aloays ‘besn n ia‘/bab!a and désultovy wal at war
* with the Serebas and Sakarran Dyaks,” Mundy vol- 1. p: 864, 885,/
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The Diary of 26th. Jaouary 1845, shews furiher the relations. of
the Sakarran Dyaks andl Seriki. After mentioning that these Dyaks had been
agitatéd by rumours 'that: they would be shortly attacked /again by the
white men, Rajah Brooké: thus proceeds:=-d i dn roliin s oo
Fimat iy ' * 1 LY 1 LG . B TR o
% These rumours are spread by the Serike ‘pcq,nls, to induce the Sakar-
¢rans to quit their viver apd take refuge in the interiorof the Rejang;
“ a{ﬁt}.ggcg‘tlhq?e‘.. the f a‘:ai‘?gns would be in u very: great! measure af,

1

. b

¥ Thege natural & justifiable reprisals were given in evidence before the Admiralt;

Court here a8 nets aey. 'Of Bourse the same depositions say nothing whatever o’i[
the invasion of the Rembas division of the Serebas territory not many weeks previons
when the 0 native ' auxiliaries were lot loose info it and the supply of ‘salt cut
off.” 'This is ‘a notable specimen of the entira one sidadness of -everything that
comes before m‘MmquIty' courk l}ndqg;mhgg\mqs for Head Money,  « T

14



R

—

e

C 3¢ )

“ merey of the Seriki peaple. This a” perfect specimen of Malay dealing
" .wit&ayD;a}u : but in this case it has'tgﬁr . as the Sakarrans are too much
« pttached to their country to quitit.” (Keppel vol. 2 p.126.)

Bul the sceno changes; and new relations arise between the Ma-
lays of Seriki and these Dyaks. [n the Diary of 22nd. Nov. 1813,
we find that the Patingi Abdulraman, who * has never aliowed piracy
or received pirates.” is all of a sudden becoming picatical :

#] have bad accounts of Patingn Abdulranam of Seriki. His govern-
# ment compared with that of his predecessors was tolerable; bus of late
% he has shewn an inclination o join with the evil disposed of Sakarran and
“ Serebas; and he allows their boats an outlet thro his rivers to pi-
“ yute upon the high seas; he haslately gone beyond even this acquies-
% gence and connivance atpiracy by sending his own Dyaks (the Kanowit
« tribe) Lo attack a quiet village at the entrance of Palo. In this attack he
“ was successful and the people were earrvied into captivity. * * * Nov,
«35th, the chief of Palois here and confirms the history detailed above.
“ He assures me that Patingi Abdulraman and Seriff Sakarran are allied
* and send out Dyuks to pirate at sea,” (Mundy vol. 2 pp. 69, 70,)

Two da: , subsequently there is more information lo the same ef-
fect, viz.—

“T have very bad accounts of the Dyaks of the Rejang who are sent
“ out by Patingi Abdulyaman to pirate on the seas. 'The villages on the
“ coast are harassed by continual attacks. Sometime ago I wrote to this
¢ chief and quietly, yet firmly, pointed out to him the folly (!) of his pro-
“ ceedingsand warned him to bearin mind the fate of Seriff Sahib. In
 gpite of this remonstrance he has again collected his Kanowit Dyaks, has
# fitted out afleet which hzs been seen off Cape Datu, & which consequent-
* ly must have passed by the entrance of the Sarawak river, forming n
“ junction with some boats from the other rivers. Really these gentlemen
* seem determined to rush head-long to destruetion, and will yet oblige me

“to te&;ch them that two can play at the dangerous game of war ! (Ibid
p. 77. ; :

Be it remarked, in passing, what an example this alliance of Pa-
tingi Abdulraman with his quondam - Sakarran foes, and the union of the
fleet with *“ boats from the other rivers,” furnishes of the vaunted success
of Rajah Brooke's system of pacification !

In the month of June 18£6 (the interval being signalised by the
assassination of Mada Hassim and his relations in the capital) Rajah
Brooke, in the Phlegethon, steamed up the Rejang to the town of
Seriki, accompanied by Rear Admiral Sir T. Cochrane, to detach pa-
tingi Abdulraman from this piratical league, and to put him on his
good behaviour; the old chief being stated, on Captain Mundy’s au-
thorily, to have *“ been long well Lnown as the friend of the pirati-
cal party.” Notwithstanding this the commander-in-chief,

“Contented himself with recommending the Patingi to abstain from his

* piratical proceedings and to keep his war boats withi i i
“%e solemnly protested he would do.” (Ibid !;u.a “;}:_mthe o
S I
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A moderation which Captain Mundy so far wrongs his superior officer
as to altribute to his desire to carry out Brooke's pacific policy !

'l:he Patingi would appear to have kept his promises in gne res-
pect, but not to the extent of * keeping his war boats within the
river,” as we will presently find that they were again employed -
gawst the Serebas.

“ The populous town of Serebas ” says Mr. Low, whose book was pub-
lished in 1848 “was last year attacked by the Kyans in conjunction with.
“ their alty Patingi Abdulraman of Seriki, to whose assistauce they are
« paported to have come with ninety boats, under three of their Rajahs,
#« or most powerful chiefs.” (Low's Sarawak p. 822) and these Kyans, Mr,
Low also tells us, “are the hereditary foes of Serebas and Sakarran,
« than whom they are more powerful™ (p. 324.) : i

Here then we have from Rajah Brooke's own pen; and of his con-
fidaut, Mr. Low, a clear view of the relutions which had existed be-
tween the Dyaks of Serebas and Sakarran, and the Malays of Seriki,
before the meditated attack on the lalter place by the Screbas fleet.
This accoupt of them, too, was penned with reference to < :0ls passing
at the time, and with no other apparent object or design ihan to pre-
sent a fair picture of the reality—and it establishes, on evidence which
it is impossible Sin JAMES BROOKE can dispate, that belween these
Dyaks and the Malays of the Seriki, there had long been desultory
wars ; that these wars were succeeded by an alliance, during which
both parties molested the rivers he had taken under his protecti on—
that there was a rupture of that alliance, effected by Sir Thomas
Cochrane and himself—and that that rapture was succeeded by a hostile
attack on the Serebas by Patingi Abdulraman of Seriki, in conjuction
with the Kayans, the known hereditary foes of the Serebas and Sa-
karrans, and which appears to have taken place sometime in 1847,

Brooke proceded to England in the course of that vear, and re-
appeared in Sarawak in Seplember 1818; and during that interval we
hear nothiog of the quarrels or alliances of the Serebas wilh the Ma-
lays of Seriki, but that they continued at enmity from the period of
Patingi Abdulraman’s attack, mentioned by Mr. Low,may be eviden-
ced from the fact of the Seriki war prahus for ning part of the com-
bined Sarawak flotilla, and joining in the expeditions against the Se-

rebas.

[ allow that it may be competent for the gmbitious and war-lo-
ving English Rajah of Sarawak, to adopta course of policy, and (o
pursue plans of conquest, with reference to the native states and com=
munities, adjacent to his own territory, which the British people have
no more rightto eall in question than if Sarawak were governed
bya uvalive Rajah, But I deny that any such person can, either as an
honest man, or asan honest public servant, allow such views Lo influence
his conduct in the discharge of his duty towards the government by
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which he is commissioned, to assist. in determining and regulating the
relations and proceedings of such native states and communities. When
do ‘we ever in (he conrse of Brooke's career, discern a.single Irace
of his separaling his political views and’ proce edings as Rajah of Sa-
rawak, from the course of conduct incumbent on him 2sa servant of
the British Crown? In September 1844 he became Rajah of Sara-
~ wak in June 1543 heinduced Caplain Kep pel to invade Serebas, and
in August 1844 Sakarran was invaded by the same gallant officer. "Early
in 41845 Brooke was nominated confidential Agent in Borneo for, it scems,
the British Government; but without any powers ‘but, thatlof advising.
In 4847 he was appon ited Her Majesty’s Consol General and Com-
missioner (o the Tudependent princes of Borneo ; and itis while he is
acling in the latter capacity that the 3rd expedition, as well as that
now under review, took place, . Captain Keppel was instigated by Ra-
jak Brooke to the invasion, first of Serebas, then of Sakarran, pre-
cisely on the. same. spirit in which Captain Fargubar. was led by S1n
JamEs BROOKE, Her Majesty's Commissioner. for. the affairs of Bor-
neo, to, the anguinary and terrific day, of the $4st. July—and he
would podoubt continue tp make his Sarawal interests and public
duties walk hend and. hiand to the end of the chapter. = The Kdjah
might have regarded. the Serebas as a horde of pirates: to b attacked
at any place; bat it was the, daty of Her Majesty’s Commissioner to have

made Captain Farquhar officially acquainted with all be himsell knew, -

or had learned, regavding the wars and alliances of the Serehas tribes
with the Malays of Seriki, as spon as. information was brought to him
that, the lajter place was the object of attack, and the more o as it
was oot unknown to. Sir James. Brooke that Rear Admiral Sir Fran-
cis Collier; Captain Farqubar’s superior officer, had more than doubt-
ed the justice of Lreating the Serebas as pirates. ®  There can be no
doubt whatever (hal Seriki was belicved to be the dhject of attack by the
Serebas, when {he foree under Caplaii Farquhar and the Sarawak
flotilla, heard of their balla having left the Serebas river, as ‘the gallaot
officer distinctly states il to be so' in: his despatch. Bat it maltered not
to Sir James Brooke what place the Dyaks intended to attack. ey
were out; he koew they musl retarn in a few days, and the long
treasured wish of his heart was abont to be gralified, for now he
conld * have them all,”+ and his preparations were perfect. With
a marvellous and most convenient simultaneousness of movement the
prey was on their way towards the snare, atlhe exact time (he nets were
spreading to reccive them. s )

On the 25th of July 1819, the steam et ﬂwism, having the
boats of H. M. Sloops of war ALBATROSS and ROYALIST inlow,
left the Sarawak river, followed by the native force, which a subse=
quent junction wilh other war-prahus, raised to 70 prahus, averaging

i b ¥ 3 T 1

+ WWhnt the late Sir Franels Collier’s official daspatoh mny ¢ontaln on this subjoct remalne yot to be
known, bk T this plney the v Adntiral masto 1o seerg OF bis vlews In sonversation, gud never wonld
allaw that the Serebus nnd Sakurrne were plrates, i : ¥

(Note—+ Videbis letter to Eeppel 20th May 18E—Keppol yol.2 p, 8L
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40 men ecach, Malays and Dyaks ; the hostile balla, upwards of 100
prohus sveraging 25 men: each, having according to_* eertain informa-
tion” moved from the Serebas river on the morning of the 26th.
with ne supp osed intention ' of attacking * the peaccful town of Se-
riki ' ® ' 1

What followed is well and widely kown. The Serebas fleet re-
tarned at the ezpected time to find both the entrance of their own
river, and of the friendly Kaluka, effectually guarded, and saw nothing
before them but the destruction which was dealt out (o them with
a pitiless and unspa ring hand. . The panie struck multtude were slaugh-
tered like sheep, under the combined effects of the cannonade, mi-
traitiade, fusillade and noyade, which awaited them; and Mr. Vi-
gors, and the other amatcur gentleman of the expedition, sniped a-
way from the NEMESTS at the miserable fugitives, with as much
safety and impunity as they could have fired upon a flock of sheep
from a baleony in Piccadilly ! Five hundred of the Serebas were kil
led in this batfue; and Captain Farquhar’s despateh s : ** and more
“han an equal number would in all probabilily perish . the jungle.
t fndeed I have since learned, that this s below the number”—
Most likely it was, since the Sarawak accountin the Indian Archipela-
go Journal says3 “fully 2,500 of the enemy sought refuge in the
“jungle where our people were eagerly hunting them in dutach-
Wod parties;” and a few days afterwards it was reported to Cap-
tain Farquhbar that ‘¢ many fugitives from the late fleet had heéen des-
G troyed by the Dyaks ascending the rivers in rafts and small bark
“ canoes.”” And thus probably 4200 men perished in the cainage and

pursuit, while the loss of the assailants amounted to 2 natives killed
and about six wounded!! And this overthrow of an enemy, Whom
the discharge of blank cartridge would have effectually dispersed, is
pronounced by, Lord Palmerston to be a “gallant and successful o-
peration.” |1 But, successful as it may have heen, the punishment in-
flicted was not sufficic nt in the estimation of the victors : On the day
following the carnage, the Serebas river was ascended by a portion
of the force; and the town of Pakoo, with many adjacent yillages,
was again burnt, not because it resisted, for Captain Farquhar’s des-
patch says, * Pakoo being found deserted, was pillaged and burned
by the native auxiliaries,”’ but because “sink, burn, and destroy,’
yesistance or no vesistance, had all along been the watch word of Ra-
jeb Brooke in the Sere bas and Sakarran rivers. This feat accomplished,
the force was agsin in motion, as soon as. the NEMESS was supplied
with fuel, to punish the Kanowit Dyaks on the Rejang. The inhabi-
tants are said by Capt ain Farquhar fo be quite taken by surprise, and
to decamp at once— ** their villages therefore becoming an easy prey
to the matives” (i. ¢ mative anxliaries:) and “ for two days we con-
ifiued to ascend {he stream destroying every thing 'in our way "~—as

(Note—* Vile Commander Parquhar'y despatch to 8ir P. Colller n;m. A + 1849 and an artic o
the Tadlan Arehipelsgo Juurnalof Sept. B ,i:;in'nl.'d either b}'lllﬂr_l. ‘Hrooke himself oF at his dlctitive.

'
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customary ; and then after this, Poé, on the banks of the Rejang is vi-
sited, the chiefs of which were summoned 1o altend, and were ordered by
Sir Jame, Brooke to “pay a fine for acts of piracy, and for having
broken faith by frading with the Serebas™! Aad finally we are
told that his Excellency ‘‘ has already entered into compaets wilh
every tribe borderiny on the sea not to trade with, or supply
those pirates witk saill.\” (Captain Farquhar’s despateh 25th Au-
gust 1349, . - ‘

I protest that these are extremities of eruelty and barbarity which no
Jaw can justify, and whichno considerations of policy or expediency can pal-
liate or excuse. Was itpot enough that an immense slaughter of the male
popalation of these Dyaks had just taken place; Lhat their country for a =
second time within the space of three months had been invaded and
devastated, with the destruction of large stores of rice and salt, and, on the
side of the Liput their supply of the latter indispensable erticle cut
off, without forming a league, which amoanted to adecree of starva- 28
tion against the whole population, man, woman and child, so far as =
they depende on external resources for their means of subsistence ! | y

This treatment would have been too bad even for the most un-
doubted pirates, but what was the last offence for which these tribes
were to be first butchered and then starved ? Because they presum-
ed to “play at the dangerous game of war” against their alternate
allies and foes of Seriki, in the exact manner the same game had been
played against them, by the same people ! Bat in point of fact it was
not known whether they had attacked Seriki or any other place, or
done any thing mischievons or unlawful when the carnage began;no
information whatever having been received either of what (the _had
done or where they had been before they were set upon, ‘Thefmere
‘appearance of their. fleet of boats al sea was deemed sufficient ground
to “have them all.” It may have heen a painful sense of the ab-
sence of any colourable ground for such an allack; ‘which induced the
wriler of the Sarawak account of the proceedings in the Indian Ar-
chipelago Journal, to state that on ‘‘ithe evening of tha 30th, (that
is, the evening before the massacre) *“intelligence was received of the
*“ pirates having partially plandered Palo, &c.”" Bul the statement
must be incorrect; for both Captain Farquhar's despatch, and that of
Sir James Brooke to Lord Palmerston, incontestably prove that no-
thing whatever was known of 1he operations of the Serebas balla, un-
til aféer il had been altacked and destroyed, The latter distinctly states,

“From information obtained from some prisoners and since confirmned

 from other sources, it appears that a force of from 100 to 120 pirate
 prahus attacked the towns of Palo and Mato.”

The Serebas were attacked and massacred upon mere supposilion
of what they had been about; the only authorized supposition. being,
that they were returning from an attack on Seriki; that is  from a
legilimate reprisal on a hostile community,
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Sir James Brooke may repeat over and over again his sweeping dog-
ma regarding piracy, but that will not prevent me, nor ought it to
preveut any ove else, from examining the conduct and proceedings -
of his Serebas foes upon natural and rational principles, I contend that
from the first invasion of their rivers, down (o the last bulchery, the
operations against the Serebas and Sakarran Dyaks were conducted in
a manner which could oot fail to induce the belief among.them, that
they were warred upon by Sarawak and its native and English
allies, inthe same spirit in which they were warred upon by
the Kayans, thal is, lo try which side was to bave the upper hand.
"They were attacked from the Sarawak river by the white men, join=
ed wilh the enemies they had been incessantly at war with, wWhat
could these ignorant and Darbarous Iribes knuw of England and her
policy, when Brooke was the first European that even their powerful
and Arab-descended ruler Seriff Sahib had ever seen ! And whal could
they see in Brooke but a great ** white man” from beyond the sea,
who was powerful enough to make himself Rajah of Sarawak, and
could bring big ships filled with other white men and sreal guns to
subdue them and make them his subjects! How absu 1, how pre-
posterous, to suppose that a set of wild and ignorant savages, born
and bred in such a mode of life as Brooke found them in, who
knew no other ;: and who hadonly heard that there were people who
had white skins, would believe him when he told them that his only
purpose in coming such a long way, and in coming up their rivers
to kill them and bura their dwellings was——to teach them that *“ hon~
esty was tbe best policy ”!!! Bah! They thought him a great chief
and warrior not an apostle, and not liking his system, or the /essons
he gave, lhey took Lo killing and buroing in return. ‘They did not
indeed attack Aim, for he was too powerful even for their great chief
Seriff Sahib, but they made war in their accustomed fashion upon the
Malays and Dyaks, their ancient and inveterat.e foes, who had assisted
the ““white man” in his wars upon them ; and | maintain that this
view affords, as well upen natural and rational principles, as upon a
just and faic construction of the facts recorded by Brooke himself, an
explanation of the wars and disorders on the Coast, of which he isthe
mistorian, and which form the sabject of my comments and observa-
lions. Most disastrous have the antecedent events of this war been to
the doomed tribes of Serebas and Sakarran; and if any thing be yel
wanting to prove that they regar itis a strife between themselves
and Sarawalk it,is to be found in what cither Sir James Brooke him=
self, or one of his own annalists, has writlen regarding the movements
of the Serebas fleet, before its destruction. In the account already
refered to, of the operations, published in the Journal of the Indian
Archipelage, we find the following :

“ The next morning a Malay prisoner having been brought in, the fol-
“ lowing information of the movements of the destroyed pirate fleet was
* obtaingd, A foree (by his account of 120 boats) had set out under the



TR DT R BRI s
v ) "Ilﬁ 3 .‘.l_q o

of!

C 40 )

difirm persuasion Mm‘. THE MALAYS OF S.uuw R would 1ol make rmy at-
udzc’n !;‘flnﬂg ﬂ?‘ﬂ Rmaaﬁn fol? ";m * m \

Nolhmg could be more- com.lnswn. A pruoner from lhe Sarch:ls
ranks is brought in, and prubai)jy on board of ane of!he Bnt:uh ships
of war which desiroyed the fleet, tells his E.uropeqn quﬁlloners that
it.was believed by the enemy that the Magomadm fast month of the

Malays of Sarawak would keep themat home, or the Serebas fleet

would not have moved! Sir James Bronlm aﬁer all lhls may exclaim
pirates, pirales, pirates, agalnst the Serebaa, as the Spamsh Ambas-
sador Gondomar thundered, *, pirato, pirato, pirato” against Ra-
leigh in the andience cilgmber of qug Jamgs, but we have qo doubt

the world will in time come lo appreciate the autcry at ll.s |.r e vi-

lue, and that the question will be ultimately decided on prmu;gks which

T W AR R L L T S R

can neither be derided as a weak aqdmdtscﬂmmat;ng cnmpasslgn, nor

decried s an oulrage against hnmmnly.

T must confess that 1 regard with much suspicion, and somedis~

gust, the m~nner in which Sir James Brooke denounces a pollcy of

“forbearance as “‘a weak compassion, * a false humanity " towards these

tribes; ‘although it sits much more easy upon him than his oratorical
philantrophy, which after all never appears to have been any thing
but mere #heory with him.  Oh! how great are: the evils which

‘flow from a false compassion,” were the very words used by the men,

who, inthe Reign of "Lerror; were shedding innocent blood' like water,
and they had their theories of universal philantrophy. Brooke a-
ments over the misfortune of his Sow Dyaks at the moment he s
babarously putting to death the tyo Dyak chiefs for resistance to his

':ﬂ]thonty, which no law on earth bound them to recognize—he be-

moaos in- piteous accents thesulferings of the -Hill lnhesi and can yet
behold without emotion hundreds of ** their misgaided brethren of the
coast slaughtered like sheep before * his cyes ‘while he apostrophises
their ‘slayers as “ Gallant Albatrosses I" % Gallant Snakes 1" Sure-
Iy it is time for the British peopls to raise their indignant voice a-
gainst the hypoeritical cant, and wholesale system of blood' ul' this

“Pécksniff Pizarro.

The outery so dexterously got up agalnst Dyak piracy has been
re-echoed with a vehemence, whigh, to those in Ehaleasfacquamtad with
the circymstances, would be ahsalqlely [udmous, Were not the case
too serious for laughler ; and, of course, foremost amongst those ‘who
are the most loud in their exaggerat;ons, are the, Iﬂends and supporl-
ers. of Brooke; in.the Press, in Parliament, and aut, oF quhamcm
In the face of palpable and indisputable, facts to tfm conlrary, m spite
of “men and gods and columns® with incredible i ignorance in some, Wwith
incredible effrontery in others, these' Dyaks are held forth as *the
scourge and terror of the Archlpejgga," and as_equal to if not sar-
passing the' Algerines ! ! _And , Sir James. Brooke's grgan, ; in this

——i .
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" And lh& same arlicle in the Singapore Froe Press above alladed
o distinclly prnves that the inbabi!antpat Sarawak (raded to Singapore.

where they saw abundance of while rsirmsers, withont either awe or
ravumca,-ghnt British vessels with Europeans on board had been in

‘the habit of trading to Sarawak, and that the crew of the brig Na-
poleon, wrecked there during a trading voyage of which: several
were. Earopeans, actually resided at Sarawak for nine weeks ; their per-
‘sons quite safe, and their wants hospitably relieved. Tsaw it lately
mentioned in an English newspaper that Captain Mundy's volumes
were. prepared for publication under Brooke’s own eye when living
at Mivart’s; if this be true, and if Sir James Brooke saw the pas-
sage I bave just quoled from the gallant Officer’s work, its appear-

anee Lhere is most dxscrcditabls 1o }um. and proves, wltat perhaps is:

only too apparent already, - that he is quite content to contribute by
questionable means to maintain the delusions existing  in the public
mmd rggm,i_u;g himself and lns nc,hmrqments

L

s noz nny pnrs of my objeat, as ‘may have long ago been sem,

to represent the tribes of Samﬁ;l and  Sakarran as a harmless and I

inoffensive race of savages; nor do§ mean to offer one word in ex=
tenuation of the inhuman praetice: of foraging for slaves and heads,

“and carrying off the inhabitants ‘of whole villages. Butin these fe-_'

rocious habils theyare not worse than their neighbours of Balow, Linga,
Lundu and’ other Dyaks of the coast whom Rajah Brooke has taken
under his protection: and who Were only less destractive than the
former, f(rors no wapl ol'mclmal.mn, bot from want of power. That
these hordes, when brigaded with IthBrmsh forges, were as ready

as ever to actupon their own feérocions principles of warfare, is only

too manifest. ‘They came eager ffor hends, and were allowed to gra-
tify their -inclination, and load thejr pnllms with the heads of all they
‘killed,—a system which put guarler in battle wholly out of the ques-
tion, and shows to what estent the Brilish are teaching the lesson
of Merey,in. theie support of Rajah Brooke. Nay,asan msluuemnnl
to spave the women and children of the enemy whom **our allies

would have decapitated as a matter of course, in his letter to Lord
Palmerston dated March 4st 4850, 'he confesses that he has been
compelled to offer rewards for all the cap'ive women and children
brought in alive!! But who can tell what horrors may have
signalized the irraption of the 2000 savages let lopse into the Sere-
bas counlry for three whole days, onthe third expedition, so, com-
placently related by Crookshank, and so glibly disposed of in the-
despatch in which Brooke tells Locd Palmerston, I despatched a
native force inland, &e.”! T trust there is none of my fellow-mer-
chants, or fellow-residents, who will not raise his voice against this
diabolical system. ~Let Brooke lead his own savages against any
other savages he pleases, but do not let England consent to'stain the
honour of the British name, and tho lustre of the British arms, by

vk
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‘oceasion there s for doing it!  Sccondly—* their influcace is so in-
considerable.”  Why the man has just told ‘Eord Palmerston that itis
owing to (he lineof conduct pursued by the ralers of Borneo Proper
that the Serebas and Sakarrans have been enboldened to * commil
fearful depredations both by sea and on theceasts;” and ‘yet, produc-
ing all this mischief, their influence’ is represented to he $o Mconsi-
derable asnol to be worth notice! I suspect there never were hefore
seen such contradictory statementsin a public despatch. But the rul-
ing prinaple s ever the punishment of the inhabitants of the Serebas:

- and Sakarran, aud in parsuit of that cherisbed policy he bids adien

(0 consistency and every thing else. -

“At the moment we have the court and cabinel of Borneo Proper
before us as the instigators and abettors of piracy, it might not per-
haps be uninstructive lo presentthem in another light, asactually rais-
ing their voices against the depredations of those selfsame Serebas
and Sakarrans whom they had so lately heenin friendly communication
with!  Among the documents printedin the Blue Book, which Sir J.
Biooke forwarded to Lord Palmerston in vindication of the s, arp and strin-
gent policy which resulted in the massacre. of the 3dst. July 1849, there
are two transfated lelters: one from the Sultan of Borneo bimsell, the
other from bis confidential minister, the Pangeran Macota !! l—hoth call=
ing upon Sir James Brooke to execule vengeance upon the Dyaks of
Sakarcan, and the Dyaks of Serebas; and this, 1 presume, may be taken
as another *perfeet specimen of the Malay dealing with the Dyaks,”
asit certainly is of Rajah Brooke’s mode of dealing with both ! The
Pangeran Macota may put on and put off piracy like a garment at his
proper pleasare, the Sultan and his Government may instigate and reap
the fruits of Dyak depredation, bat the inhabitanis of the Rivers are
to be punished for doing the bidding of their Malay tyrants; while
the world is told (hat Sir James Brooke's business is with the chiefs,
not the misguided natives [! Who knows what share the Sultan or
Macota may have had in the depredations they denounce, after what
Brooke has told Lord Palmerston. .

But these two letters are noticeable in another respect. They are
transmitted to Lord Palmerston elong  with other docoments “to refule
the clamour which has been raised” regarding the Serebas massacre.
The Sultan’s letter concludes with saying “such are the reasons for
which we make this information to our friend, so that, if possible, one
friend may check the doings of these Dyaks”—and the virtuous Ma-
cold’s letter also purports ‘“to send information to our. friend res-
pecting the doings of the Dyaks of Serebas and Sakarran® that they
may be putan end to.  Both these letters are dated * Maliomme-
dan year 1266, corresponding with 1849 —1850; and, not being at
home' inthe Mussalman calendar, and looking duly tothe apparent intent
of these documents, I eoncluded they were addressed to Sir James
Brooke preyvious to the altack of 31st. July, and that they were laid
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 forts on Celebes, Borneo ‘Timior and,all the Bastern Isles.” ~ (Vide ap-
pendix to Keppel'svol. 2.) - _ ' Lt

“This system of fort ‘building adopted by the Dutch, thus enforcel by
Mr. Hunt, and indicated by Mr. Eail, i Freeﬁerr the ‘policy  Brooke
himself has at last seen the efficacy of, after years of  bloodshed
and destraction. He well knew ‘thata Malay town conld be spebdily

rebuilt, but to the burning down ‘6f the towns He addéd the desittic-

tion of the stoves of vice and (he devastation of the country by hordes

© of auxiliary ‘savages. Other férocious featiures were superadded, which

never were in ‘comtemplation of Mr. Fusit, add from ‘whith ‘his ‘su~
perior, SiF Stamford Rafis, would isvelshtank With Horbe. Tt was
not enoagh that at the fiest invasion of the Sercbias, the effusion
of blood shoald'be avoided By the ‘immodiate flight' of ~the ‘patiic-

stricken natives, but, as we hive ‘seen, a party of 700 savages was
detached to ereap stealthily to the rear of one of their towns, 1o cut
“off 'the cetreat of wretelies who had shown ‘theéniselves ‘only too ready

to fiy. 'Then look atthe second invasion of the ssme ‘covntry when

tivo thotisand savages are 1ét loose for three days to vork all the
ruin in their potver, andto get their 'l of Heads. Look at all (he
other barbdrities which have signalizéd those expeditivns, and ‘call this
a'policy fit ‘for the British people to pursae. Ht is apolicy which .
stands alone and apart ftom every other coufse of measures pursaed
for the suppression of piraey in the Biitish name, and ought ocver to
belong to the anmals of “‘the most unbloody people in the world.”

There are assertions and  representations contained in the samo
despaleh, relative to Dyak piracy, which have been ‘fully disposed of
in my former communicalions, andit mast on the whole be said thag
it would be diflicalt to conceive a despatch {rom a public servant,
more calcalated to mislead by the gross ‘exaggeration of ils colouring,
and the boldoess of ils allegations; yfid :

“ The hordes of Serebas and 'Sakarrans'’ hesays, “had fora long
“ course ‘of time carvied on no extensive and uncheecked system of depre.
+ dations, and were first attacked by Captain Koppel,in 1843 and 1844
& qaf the request rgf the government of Borneo [ Borneo Proper] and after
“the most_conpincing proof had been obitainad of their piratical habits and
* of the unprovoked and general character of their piracies by sea and
Py tand upon peacefal people of vvery class and mation.”

‘The notable  letter of Muda Hassim (o Captain Keppel 1is here
made todo daty as *the request of the Government of Borues Pro-
per," and manifold appear to be the vitues and usesof that dobi=
cument, It dsgiven in the first plade in Keppol's' worek as' the ** #ft-

formation” on which he undectook the expedition against Serebas; then

in SirJames Brooke's deposition as in itself affsrding proaf of 'the
piratical character- of the Sevebas and Sakarran teibas; and in the
despatch it is interpreted into' the request of the Government of Bruni

to altack thew, and Captain Weppel is stated to.bave attacked them

on_that request “after the most canvincing proofs kad been ol
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tained of their piratical habits.” What other convincing proofs did

4 1

Captain Keppel obtain which the fettor itself was not assumed as af-

fording® ~And il there were such proofs why does Sir James Brooke

‘mot mention thew in his affidavit, instead of swearing onlyto the letter
itself as furnishing the proofs required? The fact is that the letter
itsell, the wrequest of the Government of Borneo, and the con-

vinewg proofs, are all oneand the same thing; with this qualification,
perhaps, that to the convineing proofs might have been added the
““perfect certainty” which Brooke desired of their piratical habits, from

the fact of the celebrated night attack, nearly four years before Kep.'_.'

pel came, and two years after which theso called pirates were seen
in the Sarawak riverin friendly intercourse with Muada Hassim’s Goy-
cxament. - And these are the oaly ‘convincing, proofs of the piacies

of these tribes, which, from the beginning to the ead of all that has

come before the public, are showa (o have been in efistence . when
the first invasion of the Serebas river took place. Al this may be;
and I believe is, quite unnecessary after the exposé contained in my
preceding  communications 3 but Keppel®s expeditions form the back

‘bone of Broc%e’s arguments, of which the derivative effect is intended

to be that the Serebas and Sakarians then were, and have all along

been, pirates whom it is lawful to attack on every oceasion ; and the .

paragraph 1 have quoted from this despatch may be received as a
specimen of the unflinching and sweeping assertion” which ‘Sir James
i ¥

Brooke offers to Lord Palmersion,

1 shall now only examine one or Lwo other stalements in these

despatches, before proceedingto (akea glance at the native depositions

regarding piracy, prioled in these pii_per 3

Sir James Brooke says thatit was * aftes his departure for England
in July 4847 that the pirates once more threw off all reslraint, put
to sea in large bodies, devastated the coast and incessantly harassed the
trade,"—disorders ‘which he had previously shown to arise from’ the
agency of the government of Borneo Proper, Bat Jet thit pass: I

‘bave examined wilh the utmost care the pages of your own journal,
and of your contemporary the Smyagow Free Press, from the time '

Sir James Brooke left Sarawak in 4847 until bis retarn in: Sept, 4848,
and not one single instance is mentioned in either of depredations of
any kind in the vicinity of Sarawak, during all that time, although
there was his own schooner, the *Julia,” ‘constantly passing and repass-
ing belween the Lwo places ail the time, to bring information, 1t appears,
however, from this same despatch that he and Captain Keppel, when at
Sarawak, publicly pledged themselves to aitack Serebas and Sakar-
ran, as_soon s the proper scnmn,s_hmﬂd_hrrin_,l that is with the change
of the monsoon in the following March—fally six months after. But
in the despatch of 13th, Sept, 1318 from Sarawak, Captain Keppel in
H. M.S. *Mwmander ” Dbeing then in' that river, there js nota word
about this pledging ; Lord Palmersion being. merely informed that,

* ¥ propose when the proper season returns fo request the aid of the
. Naval officer in command to punish, &c.” -

it
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4 Notarians facts,”" he says further, “can only 'ha doubted thxough
the medium of ignorarice and distance, and there is no person of com-
petent information who does not well know that the north-west coast of
Borneo would be secure for the trader and that the inhabitants would
be at peace with one anollmr if not distarbed and harassed by the ex.
carsions of these pirates,”

I flatter myself that I, and many others in Slngapnre, who liunk with
me are persons of compamt information, and T undectakelo'say that

the foregoing represcalation utterly tmworlhy ~of attention by any:

person either here or at a distance, whose belief in it would only leave
him more dgnorant than ever; and that it is inconceivalile how any
such statement should be found ina despateh to a minister of, the
British Crown, purporting to convey lo him eorrect mformtmn, anﬂ Aim-

press him with just views of plracyin these seas.

But these despatches are throughou,t marked with = extravagance:
and he comes at lengih to adyance the preposterous docirine that the
Dyaks of Serebasand Sakarran ave tobe puton the proof 7 thei in-

* nocence!fl  “T eannot™ he says ! “find any’ spemﬁc faclw ave  urged

principle on which he  framed his pnlmy regarding them, no wonder
they have beéen slanghtered! Specific facts were the very things
wanting on -his own side, but the publicsaw none of them ; and had
nothing dinned inlo its ears save a general charge of piracy, until the
application for Head-money to the Admiralty Courtat this scitlement,
ander the attack of the 31st. July,rendered it necessary fo rake toge-

to prove (he innocency of this piratical community.” 1f this be the

ther a bundle of affidavits, all one side; for T know this mugit of the
‘proceedings ofa Court of Admiralty, under similar circumstances, that

they are wholly ev parte; the applicants _for Head-money and their

wilnesses deposing away, quite ab their ease; without ‘any cross ques-'
tioning, against pirate chief this, and pirate chiel that, [and that
these were pirates, and those ‘were pirates who are all the tme either
dead and buried, or, it may be, thousands of miles away ; andy as if
this were not one sided anougb, Brooke himself,—the prime delm-
quent (il there were any at all on the killing side) -=was placed at the

head of the comumission, ismed from the Court here, fo take the de-
positions of parties al Sarawalk ; all  the natives, living under his in-
flugnce, upon whose testimony it is that the Serehas and Sakarraus
tiave been adjudged to be pirates !

In any other case, every Englishman would sentence such tesnumo-
ny tothe flames, but this “Deseription of persons treated as pirates,”
according to the phrasmg of the Head money retuens, kave no friends ;
and no counter affidavits are ever called fors so that the case was as
plain sailing for the applicants, under the i-'lcad money act, as could be
possibly desired. I am not going (o altempt any analgsls of this evi-
dence, as printed in the Parliamentary papers: but mean (o deal with
it more summarily. The depositionsare of two kinds—oune (o prove
the numerical force of the * piratical’” fleet,—for the purpose
of delermining the amount of Mead money compensation demand-
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able; (he other to establish the fact of piracy, general and par-

ticular, against the Serebas and Sakarrans Dyaks, It is only  with
the latter that 1 purpose having any thing to do, facther than in
remarking that the numerical force of these tribes, both in prabus
and men, considerably exceed, according Lo the depositions, the numeri-
cal force allowed by the Admiralty ‘Court. As to the proof  the de~
positions furnish of piracy, 1 esunt it as nothing to find the native de-
ponents Lo the several affidavits, «ll Malays, with the word “pirates™ and
“*piratical fleet ™ always in their mouths, considering the “circumstances

" under which t_hase-dzegri_'tions were taken, aud that we have them be-

fore ws in Evglish. The Serebas halla would doubtless be translated
“the piratical’ fleet,” ss “orang Serebas” would be translated **the

piratess™ and Lheir appearance outside their river “ a piratical eruize.”

Bul there is no doubt that the whole body of the evidence shows that

the expedition of (he Serebas and: Sakarran Dyaks, when they left
their rivers, were directed: agaiust some. disériat, town, or village, on
the adjacent goast, while there is a tolal want of evidence, on the face
of these depasilions, to shew that they at any time went to sea to
cruize against trading vessels, or that: trade on the high seas was
the object of their attacks, The evidence, indeed; appears to be. il
the other way: and the rapidity of their movements towardy and re-
turn from, the destined point of allack, seems of itself to forbidthe
supposition that theiv. attacks were directed against the commerce of
the ssas,  And we find, (hat Sie James Brooke himself informed Cap-
tain Karqubar that from, bis knpwiledge of: the chardeter and  habits of
these tribes, “their expedition woulil: certainly not extend over five to
seven days;”* both of them. at the time. themselves: believing that the
town;of Seriki. wasthe objectof the attack. Now, Sir, I believe that,
according to the law which every European nation has hitherto acted
ou, it does maéeonslitute piracy when the fighting men of a whole
communily, amounting themselves to several thousands, under ‘the im-.
mediate command of (Iheir acknowé_edge;l' chiefs, sally out of their riv=
tr on an, expedilion, to attack another towa on the coast, as was the

case when theSerebas were slaughtered, Trading prahus may be taken

and plundered;; but the act may or may not:be piratical, ace rding 10
Circumstanges; for they may beloog to the hostile tribes attacked ; or
it may be-the separale actof.asmall section ofithe farce, without any au-
thorily from its chief, and $in James hos in alfier ‘instances. shown him-~
seif extremely tender towards such “oocasional piracies.’ On the
occasion  in question, the (wo prahus taken were. both at the time
close to the defences of the riser of the fowon  attacked (deposition of,
Burut;) and ifno question was asked regard ing them before they were
plundered and destroyed, the proceeding exacily resembles what accurred

4t Patusen, when hundreds of boats were destpoyed, from a war prahu *

down to a cock hoat, without eaqairy whose prﬁ_perty they were, If

* Oapt. Farquhar to Retr Aduuiral ir 1. A, Collier, 25 Angust 1840,

1A e, P naus
+ See the pardon and dismiiseatof s pirdtes who at!acka? :he Didy's boast off

Serhussen, Keppel Yol 2.p. 24,
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.l,igere be intertribal war, and who can deny itamong the Dyak races of (he
coast of Borneo, how distinguish between an expedition which sails to in-
flict a just retaliation, and one which sallies forth for the attack of a tawn
to procure slaves and beads # which lattery abomination as it may be, is
not necessavtly a piratical act. But in point of fact Sir James Brooke

had adopted a dogma which euabled him to dispense with every con-

sideration. connected wilh the relative situation of the tribes to each other,
as is plainly evidenced by what follows : 2 e i

. % We only, © he says, " concede the right of war to recognised states ,
and even then we must cargfidly avoid introducing the refinements aof T
ropedn  internatiopal law, am'nngst_a::ng].e-a_ni.’r_.hern_i-nivilizad ‘people. who
will make our delicacy a closk for erime, and declaye war merely for the
‘sake of committing piracy with iwpanity. On the contrary all chiefs who
lyave seized on tesritory and arrogate indepenrence (making this indepen-

dence a plea for pivacy) cas never be atlowed the vight of declaring war, or
enfering on fsqaﬁ'ﬁ.ﬁei il lkcirna‘ahbwrt,“ (Keppel 2 p. 199..

This is a convenient doctrine certainly for a Rajab of “srawak, who
is also Her Majesty’s Commissioner to the Independent Slates of Borneo ;
and who may bimseif determine what is lo bes recognized state. The
Sercbas and Sakarrans, according to the statement in Muda Hassim's
Jetter lo Capl. Keppel. were *“not subject to the government of Borneo,
(Borneo Proper).” They numbered from ten Lo twelve thousand fighting
men, which gave a population ofsixty (housand, and had acknowledged
¢hiefs with whom Kajah Brooke entered inte negotiations ; and in what
were they deficient in their claims to be recognized as a stale, more
especially in the confusion and dislocation ofnearly all political relations
in which Brooke found the coast of Borneo, when he established  him-
self in authority at Sarawak, and when as he himsell says, with re-
ference to the alliance of the Patingi of Seriki and Sakarran against
himself; that, * from the weakpess of the central government al Bru-
Wi, these people consider themselves almost independent. and carry on
a predatory war, without reference to superior authority” (Mundy voi. 2
po 70). But I amunot here going to enterinto (he disenssion. of any
questions  of interaational law; which are out of my province. Sir
James Braoke’s doctrines and principles, and the- rathless maauer in. which
they have been. enforced, are before the British public; and it scems
will soonbe before the highest teibunal of the Empire; and the ques-
tion a8 1o whether he will be allowed (o persist in them, or be bound
overlo a policy more consistent with the humane and liberal principles
which before his time reglated the conduct of the British, in regard o
piracyin these scas, will probably ere long be determined.  If I baye
done aughtyin the foregoing pages, that can in the smallest degree help
towards the determination of this question, on just views, my object wily
be- fully attained. Y R | N
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APPENDIX.

5 COAST OF BORNEO srroxe BROOKE'S TIME,

We have nodoubt the greal hydrographer * described the Borneo
Malays of his own day, cither as he found them by his own experi-
ence, or from the representation of others who ‘had the means of judg-
ing ol their character—but, with all due deflerence to so high an autho-
rity, weare of opinion that, as regards the existing characleristics of the
Borneans, the preference is due to those who have had opportunities
of intercourse with them af the present time. We at least see neitber”
theadvantage or fairness of eslimaling the echaracter or cireamstances of
these  tribes by the criterion of what they were found to be thirty or
forty years ago, in opposition (o representations = of what they now are,
‘proceeding from actual eye witnesses of the present day. '

But even at a period much axterior to that referred to by Horsnuneu
~we find by the following quotation from a paper of Mr. CRAW FURD'S,
wrillen in December 4824, that the English had been treated with hos~
pitality and kindaess by the Borneo chiefs—in which be also makes al-
lusion to thé reluctance formerly felt by Europeans to frequent the
Coast of Borneo ;:—

“Europeans have for a sumber of years forborn to visit Borneo on
aceount of its violent and anarchical government.  We believe that Eu-
ropean ships might now visit it with perfect safoly, owing to the ac--
cession of anew and favorable prince, the professions of {riendship and
desire of trade which have been anxiously held out, and the real bene-
fits which the Borneans themselves have experienced from (heir com-
mercial intercourse with us, and which they would surely be reluctant to
put to any hazad by aggression upon ours. The English indeed have
1o good reason to complain of the Borneans, They never formed any
European alliance but with us, and when the Sooloos, half a century ago,
teeacherously drove us from Balambangan, it was this people who af-
forded us an asylum and who proferred us a sellement on the river of
Borneo and the island of Labuan, which we aceepted for a season.”

Me. CRAWFURD was quite eorru:t in_his estimate of the advantages
the Borneans felt they must derive from the cultivation of a commercial
intercourse with us, and of the ameliorating influcaces upon their habits

* Horsburgh,
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and feelings that must follow. Not a single instance has there -occured,
since the passage above quoted was wrilten, of outrage having been of~
fered either to the person or property of Europeans in any part of the
Coast of Borneo to which they have traded—and Mr. BROOKE'S friend-
ly receplion by the Sarawak chicf, by no means a singular example of
such treatmeut, nor is the confidence he reposes in the continued’ exis-
tence of a frieadly disposition on their part towards the English, a so-
litary instance of a similar sentiment—1If our Bengal Contemporary will
turnto our number of 15th Sept. 41836, he will there find an account
of a visit to Borneo Proper, for trading purposes by two Europeans, and
of a residence of some duration, during which nothing was experienced
but kind and hospitable treatment, notwithstanding the destruction with
which HORSBURGH (hrestencd them,— opeans from this port have

also repeatedly traded to Sarewak, the ~port visited by Mr. BRooKE,
and resided on shore for months, bnﬁnﬁ'"md”’séﬂing.nnmo_imlcd and un-

disturbed by apprehension of any sort.—It is ‘also worth mentioning,
that when the brig Napoleon, belonging to- this port,7was wrecked last
year ‘in the mouthof the Sarawal: river, the Captair, officers, and
crew, the former Enropeans, and allof whom had lost everyt!. oz (hey had
on board, were succoured , sheltered, and tréated, daring a period of
uine weeks, with & degree of hospitality, and altention to  their wants,
which we wish were still the characteristics, on simifar oceasionsy of some
countries that boast of their superior civilization.—Singapore  Free
Press June_llﬂa, 1840, | :

Description  of the Rlanun Pirate Pralius.

The prabu captured was 54 in length aod fifteen feet beam, but
their general longth was 56 feet, strongly built with around stern and
the stern post having a considerablecurve, on which the rudder is made
to fit, was hung ona pintle and gudgeon,  Thedecks, after the same
* fashionas the Malay prahas, were made of split neebonyg fastened to-
geiher with rattan, the neebong being cutinto convenient lengths so that
any part of the deck could be rolled up—the depths of bold about six
feet.  From the upper edge of the prabus a projection of bamboo near-
ly twofeet broad, was made all around the vessel from the stockade
near the how to the stern, on the outer edge of which was raised, of the
same wmaterial, a breastwork about three foet high, and outside this
their raitan plaited cables were placed around, one coil above another,
—an excellent protection against shot,

These vessels were double banked, pulling 36 oars, 48 on each side,
nine of whish rested en the edge of the prabu passing through the pro-=
- jecting raised work alluded to, the upper tier of nine oars, being wor-
ked over all the lower tiee were pulled by men sitting on the deck
inside tlie boat itself, the upper by others sitting on the projecting bam-
hoo wark, whose heads could barely beseen above it—the oars were
worked diagonally in the style, as has been supposed by some authors,
of theancient war galleys, by which contrivance cousiderable room is

v
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saved. Indecd this work projecting from theside of tbe vessel, fa-
vouirs insome measure theingenious theory of the late General MurL-
VILLE, in his essay on (he galleys of the Greeks and Romans.

‘The rowers among the pirates were of the lower castes, or slaves
captured in their cruizes; hence a strong Chinese became 4 valuable ae-
quisition to them, and the oars could admitof two men pulling at each
il necessary. ¢ i

Their rigging was of the most simple kind, a large sail foreward and
4 smaller  sail abaft, made of light mats sewed together—stretched
on bamboos above and below, having cross pieces at intervals, from Lop
to boltom in the foresail. only—which was hoisted on 4 triangle of stoul
bamboos forming ihe foremast—this is done exactly like the Bugis boats,
a bamboo lashed close to theouter edge of the vessel oneach side, and
2 third fastemed to the deck amidships, immediately. bebind the stotlade,
is brought upto meet the two upright pieces, and all lashed together at
the top forminga very efficient support to the sail, and exeellen(ly adapt-
ed for resisti.gshot; in fact it was found very difficult to shool them
away, for when struck by shot they were only split and still stood as well
as before—the small mast behind was a spar.

The working of these sails was likewise very; simple, for when the
prahu went about the tacks and braces werelat go, the bow pulled some=
what round, and the sail tarned round to the other side of the mast,
the foretacks boused down and the braces, which led aft, made [fast,
and soon the vessel was on the other tack. Each prahu had a stockade, not
far from the bow, throngh which was pointed an iron four potnder, ano-
ther stockade abaft on which was stuck two swivels, and aronnd the
sides were from three to six guos of the same: description, all brass,
stuck upoo upright pieces of wood : they had likewise muskets; spears
&e., and many of the pirates wore very large bamhoo shields eovering
alithe upper part of the body. The fighling men wore long hair which
was loose in the battle and gave them a savageappearance. It may be
mentioned that the orang kaya's prahu was armred with brass gubs, ac-
cording 1o the veport of his son who is one of the caplives.—Singa-
pore Ivee Press, June A6th 1838, 1

e N

Tue following description of the ‘Lanun prahus i taken from the
evidence of the lale Captain Samuel Congalton of the Straits Steamer,
given on theteial of the 48 Laoun pirates before the Criminal Court
at Singapore June 9th, 4838:—¢ He captured the prisoners off Tringa-
nu, their prahu was one of a fleet of six which was in chase of a
China junk when he fell in with them—observed the junk return fire.
and the piratés were preparing to renew the attack when the Steamer
approached, the pirates, bore down upon her, supposing her to be a
vessel ou fire, but finding out their mistake as they came nearer;
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tained of their piratical habils.” What other convincing proofs did
Captain Keppel obtain which the letler itself was not assumed as af-
fording? And il there were such proofs why does Sir James Brooke
not mention them in his affidavit, instead of swearing only to the letter
itself as furnishing the proofs required? The fact is that the fetter
itsell, the request of the Glovernment of Borneo, and the con-
vineing proofs, are all oneand the same thing; with this qualification,
peraaps, that to the convincing proofls might have been added the -
*perfect cerfainty ™ which Brooke desiced oftheir piratical habits, from
the fact of the celebraled night altack, nearly four years before Kep-
pel came, and two years aller which the so called pirates were seen
in the Sarawak riverin friendly intercourse with Muda Hassim’s Goy-
crument.  And Wese are the only convincing proofs of the  piracies
of these tribes, which, from the begioning (o the end of all that has
come before the public, are shown to have been in existénce when
the first invasion of the Serebas river took place. Al this may be,
and 1 believe is, quite unnecessary after the exposé contained in my
preceding - mmunicalions : but Keppel’s expeditions form the back
bone of Brooke’s arguments, of which the derivative effect is intended
to be that the Serebas and Sakarians then were, and have all along
been, pirates whom itis lawful to attack on every occasion; and the
paragraph 1 have quoted from this despatch may be received as a
specimen of the snflinching and sweeping assertion which Sir James
Brooke offers to Lord Palmerston.

1 shall now only examine one or two other stalements in these
despatches, before proceedingto lakea glanceat the native depositions
< . 1 s oy i

regarding piracy, printed o these papers.

Sir James Brooke says that it was **after his departure for England
in July 4847 that the pirates once more threw off all restraint, put
tosea in large bodies, devastated the caast and inessanily harassed the
trade,""—disorders which he had previously shown to arise from the
agency of the gavernment of Borneo Proper. But let that pass: I
have examined with the ulmost care the pages of your own Journal,
and of your contemporary the Singapore Free Press, from the time
Sir James Brooke left Sarawakin 4847 until bis returnin Sept. 1848,
and not one single instance is mentioned in either ~of depredations of
any kind in the vicinity of Sarawak, during all that time, although
there was his own schooner, the ““Julia,” constantly passing and vepass-
ing between the two places all the time, to bring information, It appears,
however, from this same despatch that be and Captain Keppel, - when at
Sarawak, publicly pledged themselves to attack Sercbas and Sakar-
¥an, as soonas the proper season should arrive, that is with the change
of the monsoon in the following March-—fully sis months after.  But
in the despateh of 43th, Sept. 1848 from Sarawak, Caplain Keppel in
H. M.S. *“Mwander” being then in that river, there is nota word
about this pledging ; Lord Palmerston being werely informed that,
‘T propose when the proper season returns to request the aid of the
Naval officer in command (o punish, &c,”
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APPENDIX.

rite COAST OF BORNEO srrorz BROOKE'S TIME.

Ve have nodoubl the great hydmgrnpher‘ described the Borneo
Mnlags oflits own day, cither as he found them by his own experi-
ence, or from the rapresentation of others who had the means of judg-
ing of their character—bul, with all due defference to so high an autho-
rily, we are of opinion that, as regards the existing characteristics of the _
Borneans, the preference is due to those who have had opportunities
of intercourse with them atl the present time. Wa at least see neilher
the advantage ~or fairness of eslimating the character or circumstances of
these tribes by the criterion of what they were found to ba thirty or
forly years ago, in ‘opposition Lo representations of what thng nowW are,
proceeding from actal eye. wlllmes of the present day.

‘But even at g period mm:h asterior to that referred to by Honsnuuan
we find by the following quotation from a paper of Mr. CRAW FURD’S,
written in December 4824, that the English had been treated with hus-
pitahity and kindoess by the Borneo chiefs—in which he also makes al-
lusion o the reluctance formerly felt by Europeans (o frequent the
Coast of Borneo :—

“Europeans have for a oumber of years forborn to visit Borneo on
aceount of its violent and anarchical government.  We believe that Eu-
ropean ships might now visit it with perfect safety, owing to the ac-
cession of anew and favorable prince, the professions of [riendship and
desire of trade which have been anxiously held out, and the real bene-
fits which the Borneans themselves have experienced from their com-
mercial wtercourse with us, and which they would surely be refuctantto
put to any hazard by aggression upon ours. The English indeed have
no good reason to complain of the Borneans, They never [ormed any
Euaropean alliance but with us, and when the Sooloos, hall a century ago,
treacherously drove usfrom Balambangan, it was this people who af-
forded us an asylum and who proferred us a seltlement on the river of
Borneo and theisland of Labuan, which we accepted for a season.”

Mr. CRAWFURD was quite correctin his estimate of the advantages
the Borneans felt they must derive from the cullivation of a commercial
intercourse with us, and of the ameliorating influénces wpon their habits

* Hursburgh,
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and feelings that must follow. Not a single instance has there occurad,
since the passage above quoted was wrillen, of outrage having been of-
fered either to the person or property of Europeans in any part of the
Coast of Borneo to which they have traded—and Mr. BROOKE'S friend-
ly reception by the Sarawak chief, by no means a singular example of
such treatmenl, nor is the confidence he reposes in the continued exis-
tence of a friendly disposition on their part towards the English, aso-
litary instance of a similar senliment—If our Bengal Contemporary will
turn to our number of 15th Sept. 41836, he will there findan account
of a visit to Borneo Proper, for trading purposes by two Europeans, and
of a residence of some duaration, during which nothing was experienced
“but kind and hospitable treatment, notwithstanding the destruction with
which HoRsSBURGH threateped them.—Europeans from (his port have
also repeatedly traded to Sarawalk, the port visited by Mr, BROOKE,
and resided on shore for monthe, buying and selling unmolested and un-
disturbed by apprehension of any sort.—It is also worth mentioning,
that when the brig Napoleon, belonging to this port,was wrecked last
year in the mouthof the Sarawalk river, the Captain. officers, and
erew, the former Europeans, and allof whom had lost everytiing they had
on board, were succoured, sheltered, and treated, during a period of
nine weeks, with a degree of hospitality, and attention to their wants,
which we wish were still - the characteristics, on similar oceasions, of some
countries thal boast of their superior mvﬂuauon.—ﬁ'mgapore Free
Press June 11th, 1840,

Description  of the Dlanun Pirate Prahus.

The prabu captured was 54 in length and fifteen feet beaw, but
their general length was 36 feet, strongly bailt with around stern and
the slern post having q\ considerablecurve, on which the rudder is made
to fit, was hung on a'pintle and gudgeon. Thedecks,after the same
fashionas the Malay prabus, were made of split neebong fastened to-
gether with rattan, the neebong being cut into convenient leagths so that
any part of the deck conld be rolled up—the depths of hold about six
foet. From the upperedge of the prahus a projection of bamboo near-
Iy Lwo feet broad, was made all around the vessel from ihe stockade
near tho bow o the stern, on the outer edge of which was raised, of the
same material, a breastwork about three feet high, and oatside this
their rattan plaited eables were placed around, one coil above anather,
—an excellent proteclionagainst shot.

These vessels were double hanked, pulling 36 onrs, 48 on each side,
nine of whish rested eu the edge of the prahu passiog through the pro-
jecting raised work alladed to, the upper tier of nine oars, bewng wor-
ked over all the lower tiee were pulled by men silling on the deck
inside the boatitself, the upper by others sitting on the projecting ham-
boo wark, whose heads could barely beseen aboveit-—the oars were
worked diagonallyin (hestyle, as has been supposed by some authors,
of theancient war galleys, by which conirivance considerable room is

LV
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they turned round again and endeavoured to escape—gave chase and
steered right for  the middle of them—took one prahu after . totaily
disabling her, ‘(b others favoured by, night coming on and the squally
weather, effected, their escape—the. praba  that was taken had, twenity~

e fighting men in her —the other prabus where numerously manned,
%q]ﬂ sy thaywnlamed about 30 men eacb,soma perhaps more—can=
not say whati was the loss. of lives in the other prahus, seven or
cight were killed in the one. that wngalaken and. she was less fired
into than any of those: that escaped, which were baling ont apparents.
ly nothing but blood, when they wore away. and scarce shewinga

man at their oars-thera must bave been l.wleeasmanx killed on board

of each of the prahus that escaped as n that which was captared,
Vroceeded Lo the attack of the pirates by order of Capt, STANLEY of
H., M. Sloop-of-War, Walf, which was lying in sightybot prevented
from coming up. by light baflling winds—had a party of men on'board
fromthe Wolf ‘wilh two of her boats. v*Never before met with any
pirate prabus of the same deseription’ as these—they . ate quite dif«

ferent from the Malay ‘prahus—they mounted each one ding gun in’

the bow, with swivels along the sides, and the men were armed
with muskets, spears, and other weapons—the captored prabu was

" 806 feet long and 15 feet beam-——the others also were half the  length,,
of the Steamer, reachivg from her paddln boxes to her stem —lbad‘

-.+-——- g
The following deseription is !mm Gaptam !{uppel’s pr-n b

“Tn tbe evening I puolled lhrongh the ﬂacl, and inspected several: of
the largest prahus. The entire force consisted of cighteen boals, viz.
three Malukas and fifteen Illanuna, the smallest of these boats carried
thirty men, the Iargesl (they are mosliy large ) upwards of a hundred ;

so that, at a moderato computation, the. number of ﬁghtmg—men
might be reckoned at from five to six hundred. The Tllanun expe-

Jloa

dition had been absent from Mogindano upwards of three years, du-
ring which time they had crui ‘amongst the Moluccas and islands
to the eastward, had hunted Honi Bﬂﬂfﬂﬂ’y and Celebes, and beat

the Straits of Macassar,  Many of  their boats, however, being worn
out, they had fitted out Bugis prize prabus, and were now on their
reluru home. They had recmu? atlacked one of the Tnmbelun is-

cent upon Sirhassan, one o{ the Southern Natanas group.  These
large prahus are too heavy fto pull well, u:oush they carry thirty,

-[orty, and even fifty oars: (heir armament is one or two six-pounder

inthe bow, one four-pounder stern-chaser and a number of swivels,
besides musketry, spears, and swords. The boatis divided into three
seclions, and forfified with strong planks, one bohind the how, oune

amidships, and one aslemto protect the s:eersman. The women and
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