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« JIn one point of view it may be ftat-
ed, that, taking the moun*ainous parts
of- Scotland as a diNriét of the Britith
Empice, it is the inteseft of the Empire
that_this difriQ be made to produce as
much heman food as it is capable of
doing. & ;the .jealt poflible expence ;
that this may be doae. by ftocking it
chicfly with fheep 5 that it is the intereft’
of the Empire the food fo produced
fliould npt be coafumed by perfans re-
fiding amongl the mountains totally
unemployed, but rather in fome other
parts of the country, where their la-
bour can be made produive cither in
the bufinefs of agriculture, fitheries, or
manufaQures 3 aud that by (uffering
every perfon to purfue what appears to
them to be their own intereft, that al-
though fome temporary inconveniences
may arife, yet, ypon the whole, that
matters will in the cud adjult them-
{elves into the forms moft fuitable to
the place,

In another point of view it may be
ftated, that it is a great hardfhip, if
not a great igjuflice, that the ighabi-
tants of an extenfive diltri@t fhould all
at once be diiven from their native
country, to make way. for fheep farm-
ing, which is likely to be curried to an
imprudeat exteut ; that, in a few years,
this excefs will be evident ; ‘that before
it is difcovered, the country will be dew
populated, ani that racc of people
which has of late ycars maintai ed fo
honourable a fhare in the aperations of
our armivs and navies will then be no
more 3 that in a cafe where fuch a nu-
mctous body of the people are deeply
intevefled, it iy the duty of Govern-
ment to confider it as au extraordinary
cafe, and one of thofe ocgi1fions which
jufltifics them in departing a little hom
the maxims of general policy ;3 that for
this purpafc repulations fhould be made

to prevent land owners from Ieflening .

CHARACTER OF THE MALAYS, -

BY H. R. g:;imon, E3Q, '

From the Afiatic Annual Regifter, 1

—e— | ’

AS the Malays have the charalter while in any of their port

of a treacherous fet-of men, I would on fhore never to be without o~ Kesget
advifc el people to be on their guard in their hdnd, - Every ome of thes
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the population upon their eft ates below
a given proportion, and that fome rega-
lation of this fort would, in the end,
be in favour of the land owners, asit
would preferve the populatioa beft fuits
ed to the moft improved mode of High-
land farming, fuch as is pra&ifed at
Breadalbane, and to the cftablifbment
of fifhing villages, on the principle laid
down and pralifed fo fuccefstully by
Mr Hugh Stevenfon, of Oban, at Ar
njfdale on Loch Hourn.

In whatever light the foregoing fate-
ments may be viewed, there is another
on which there canj, 1 think, be no dir
ference of opinion. This 1is, that i
thee are any public works to be exes
cu?cd, which, when completed,
prove generally beneficial to the co
try, it is advifable thefe works fhoud
be undertaken at the prefent time. Thi
would furnifh employment for the i
duftrious and valuable part o? the
ple in their own country; they wi
by this means be accultomed to
tour, they would acquire fome capi
and the foundations would be laid for
future employments. If, as 1 have
credidbly informed, the inhabitants
firongly attached to their native cou
try, they would greedily embrace, tli
opportunity of being enabled tore
in it, with the profpe@® of begter
their condition; becaufle, befure e
warks were completed, it mult be evie
dent to every onc, that the whgl:f
of the country would be (.‘l‘v.:l!]géd.',,~

The Caleconian canal, apd the b}
ges and roads before mentioned, are
the dofeription here alluded to, th
will not only furnith prefent empl
ment, but promife to' Agcdnplfh M
the leading obje&s which c'm‘rcai;l
ably be looked forward to for thé
provement and future welfaré of}
country, whethier we regard itg
culture, fitheries, or mauufat,&uré,t.'
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armed with a ereare, (hanger), or a
weapon fomething like a chopper, and
very tharp.  When you are prepared
they will not be fo apt to infult you,
which the vulgar are ready enough to
do. .

It is in the power of any man to
kill hisown flave with impunity ; and
they are fuch a daftardly fet, that they
have not courage to refemt an affront
perfonally, but will drefs their flaves,
and give them orders to kill .any man
they pitch upon, who, after being in-
toxicated with opium, is infenfible of
any danger he runs into, being equally
at the rilque of his life, toreturn with-
out executing his mafter’s orders, or
to be cat to pieces in the attempt.

Rice, filh, and fruit, are the com-
mon food of thefe people, who eat very

little fleth or animal food. They drink -

water toddy (a difillation from the
palm tree), and coffec ; and they chew
betel conftantly. They eat but two
meals a-day, one in the moruing, and
the other about fun-fet; the latter of
which i$ the principal. In the inter-
mediate fpace, they refreth themfelves
by chewing betel, or fmoaking tobac-
to mixed with opium. They fit crofs-
legged on the floor at their meals ; and
the better fort have very low tables for
their provifions, which are {et on them
in China plates, or difhes made of
wood highly japanned ; but they ufe
neither knives or fpoons. They have
veflels for the purpofe of {pitting in
when they chew betel, or {moak to~
bacco ; and are particular in keeping
theit perfons and the infide of their
houfes clean. They bave but little fur-
niture, except the ncceffaiy utenfils for
cooking their provifions, and carpets
to fleep and fit upon ; but they are very
oftentatious of difplaying a great num.
ber of pillows, the ends of which are
richly embroidered, and the whole co-
vered with the richeft fitks. ‘Thefe
people are fo little addited to liti-
gious difputes, that they have neither
lawyers, attornies, nor bailiffs, If any
difputes or differences arife, the pair-
ties apply perfonally to the judge, (or
carrangue) who determines the matter
with expedition and equity.

Ip- fome matt¥rs, particularly of a
criminalk hature, they are permitted to
do juitice vo themfelves.. If a mau de-
tells another in the commiflion of a-
daltery, murder, or robbery, he has a

Cbaracter of the Malays.

right to esecute juftice himfelf, by de.
firoying the culprit; the weapon'in
thele cafes is invariably the creale of
dagger. - . :

The Malays are 3]l fri¢t Mahommes
dans, which religion they are particu~
lary tenacious of infringing. Many of
them are great pretenders td magic,
and cafry charms about them, on a
fuppofition of their fecuring them from-
every danger, ’

The common people have no other,
covering than a {mall piece of linen
faitened round the waift ; bat the bet-:
ter foft wear a kind of waiftcoat, made
of filk or broad-cloth, over which they
throw a loofe gaiment of filkk that
rcaches to the knees ; they alfo wear
a pair of diawers, but wear neither
thirt, fhoes, or ftockings ; and when
they go abroad, they always wear 2
creale or dagaer, and a handkerchief
tied in a pecaliar waz( round the head.

The salaam, or lifting the hands to
the head with the palms joined to-
gether, until the thumbs touch the
forehead, and bending the body, is
their mode of falutation. When the
appear before their fuperiors, they raife
theit hands above the forchead ; and
if before a prince, they prottrate them<
felves on the ground, with the fore-
head refting on their hands, wnich are
flil joined, and retire backwards on
their knees, ) :

The natives pay great homage to
their princes and rajaus, and it 1s dife
ficult fora flranger to get accefs to
them ; the readieft imcans to effect this
is, by complimenting them with fome
valuabie prelent; and the lranger will
be treated with refpect according to
the prefent he makes, avarice being
their ruling paflion. The return is

enerally made “in fruit, and a few
owls ; but if the ftranger, at the time
of making the prefent, is a great dif-
tance from his fhip, or living on fhore
near the palace, for the convenience
of trade, he is fent fome rice, pillaw,

.and fifa from the princes table.

It is.an univerial cuftom, both with
men and women, to bathein a river, at
lea once a day; this makes them all
expert fwimmers, which nat only pros
motes health, but prevents that con.
traétion of filth which would be other-' -
_wife unavoidable in a hot climate.

They are o proud-and revengeful,
and {o indolent, that they will neither '
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332 Character of the Inhabitants of the Maldivy Islands.-May

endeavour to improve themfelves in
arts, {ciences; or hufbandry, ‘but fuffer

their manufactures t0 be negleted,

and their lands to lie witbontulﬁn-‘
tion. " . . b
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CHARACTER OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE
MALDIVY ISLANDS. '

BY A GENTLEMAN WHO HA$ VISITED THOSE ISLANDS. ‘

From th; Same,

N

"THE Maldivy illands are fuppofed
to have been peopled from the ifland
of Ceylon, though I do not find that
the Maldivians referable the Cingalefe ;
for they are black, and not fo well
fhaped as the Maldivians, who are of
an olive colour, Though the manners
of the Maldivians be i1ude, they are
neverthelefs an ingenious people; fa-
gacious and expert in many manafac-
tures, and fkilled in aftrology, which
fcience they probably acquired by the
intercourfe which has immemorially
fubfifted between them and the natives
“of Hinduftan. They are difcreet and
prudent, clever in trade, and difcern-
‘ing in the affairs of life. They are
brave and refolute, dexterous at their
‘weapons, and arderly in their manners,
- Their women .are beautiful, though
of an ofive colour ; fome, however, are
¥s white as Europeans ; their hair is
blaek; which they ‘admire, and they
"keep their childien fhaved from the
“eighth day of their birth, till they are

nine or ten years old, lesving a fmall
edge’ of hair on the forcheads of the
irls, “to diftinguifh them from the
ys : they fuppofe that this makes
the hair grow blacker. Indeed they
* confider their:hair as their greateft or-
'nament, ad take grest paine to make
it gtow thick.and black : when it is
ot natarally. thick, thev add falfe to
A, and ‘ro -wake: it :blacker; wafh . jt
with a”fort of lie twice or thtice a-
‘W eek ;- they then ‘rub itwith a ver

fweet oil,*and aftegwards faflen it all

bick: With a f¥#t-of hoop, rdfembling
. ataylor's thimble 5 this hoops eithes
" of gold or filver, and thofe that can af.

|

ford it have it in jewels. When thci
hait is tbus bouynd back, to finith the
head.drefs, they twipe round it fweet |
fmelling flowers; All this is dane with
great exa@nefs, though withouta comb,
for they hive gone. ) )

Both mén and wonien wath their bo-
dies every day, and afterwards rub
themfelves with thé fame oil ufed for
the hair.

The men are not allowed to wear
their bait long; this is a privilege
grantdd to gentlemen, the king’s fer.
vants, and foldiers who wear it as long
a¢ the women, and take equal pains in
perfuming and dreffing it; with this
difference ounly, that the men bind theit
hair on one fide, or on the top of the
head, aad not behind the hedd like
the womeri, They fhavé thémifelves,
for they have uo barbers by profeffion ;
ufe, 1 fuppofe, renders theie fkins
bard; for they wet théir faces with
cold water, and then fhave with rdzors
which have very little edge ; nor do
they fet any value on our fharp rakon;
they fhave their beards clole ; but the
thurchmen and thof¢ who Wa¥é been
at the pilgrimage of Mécca and Medi.
pa Talnaby, weat long beards, thav.
fog juRt round their Nps, that what
they eat or drink may not touch the
hair ; of this lheyhav‘c{o eat 2 het.
ror, that I have feen theth tHrow a-
way a dith thet; were eating, bn find-
ing d haig in it, o |

They cargfully dprcfch’r’e thie parings
of their, naile, and ¢lifpings of tbuJ
hair, and buiy théin in” their charch-

yards. , it
f The men. go( fakedrom the wait,
upwards
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