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tions, choose persons according to their
natural abilities: fot the higher situa-
tions, choose memn who ean speak the
Mandarin dialect. If commanders of a
thousand or a bundred men (colonels or
captains) aré sent on any service, I must
choose them myself: { will notallow any
other person to namethem. Such officers
pfust ot allow thethselves %0 be deceived,
or indalge any foolish hopes, for if I find
itoat, Ishall consider them alsooffenders.

IX. If an important commaunication ar-
rive, present it the moment that it is
brought. The common communications
of tse day bring in when the drum beats,
at the morning and evening. If perzons
come from a distance with papers, they
are not to be delayed. If such persons
are delayed, [ allow them to come and
tell me.

X. Officers who send im their cards,
whether [ see them or not, deliver my an-<
swer to them immediately ; you must not
presume to detain them.

X1. When civil and military officers are
seat on any service, they must inform the
owners of boats, borses, &c. (which they

Malay Demons and Witches.
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may requiré) from what office they are
sent, that the people may gd. there and
msake their claims. They: who are stns
mast have a certain allowance made them,
a statement of which mwst be brought to-
me. The officcrs of districts are not. per-’
mitted to make extravagant allowances ;
nor may the persons go beyond their al.’
lowance.

XII. If the Hong merchants have aay
business, they must first see the Kwan-
poo; if the salt-merchatits have business,
they must first see the Yen-yun-sze. If
they have any very important affair om
which they must seec me, it is: required
that they all come in a body, or engage
shree or four of their number to see we.
One person is by no means allowed to
see me privately. The presents to ser-
vants aud other fees are all entirely cut
off. If any persons visit the Hong or sal¢
merchants, and say that they are my re-
latious or friends, the said merchants
must immediately iaform me. Lot thers
be no disobedience, stherwise the offence
will be examined into.

pTTE—————

MALAY DEMONS -AND WITCHES.

IN the eighth number of the Indo-
Chinese Gleaner is a communication
from a correspondent, who, after pre-
mising that the belief in witchcraft, evil
spirits, charms, &c. prevails to an almost
incredible extent among the Malays, and

that their imaginary evil spirits, which

are numerous, have all of them names
either arbitrary or descriptive of their
qualities, goes on to give an account of a
species of these evil spirits valgarly called
Polang, a word, however, which the
writer had not met with in any of their
books, nor seen in any dictionary of their
language. From this account it seems
that the bhistory of the Polong is very
listle known. They (the Malays) say
that it is conveyed down from parents to
children. According to their own laws it
is death to keep one, therefore we cannot
expect to know any thing more about it

from its influence. It is, as it seems,
invisible, and is kept in a small earthen
bottle with a neck, and a hole sufficient
.to admit a finger. He feeds upon human
blood. The keeper cuts the tip of his

fore-finger about once or twice a week,
either Friday or Moyday night, till blood
comes out, and he then pyts it into the
vessel, when the Polong sucks his fill. If
the keeper ueglects to feed him regularly,
he comes out of his hole, and sucks the
whole body to such a degree that the skin
becomes all over black and blue. The
Poloug is very seldom kept by males, mqst
geuerally by females. ' The woman, how-
ever ugly naturally, yet through keeping
the Polong possesses surprising charms in
her countenauce to every beholder. If
the person who keeps the Polong has a
grudge against any oune, or if asked for,
or hired by another, he is let loose upon
the man whom they wish to injure, The
marks of possession are many. As soon as
the Polong enters the man, he first falls
down screaming, unconscious to himself
and to every thing about him ; sometimes
he becomes speechless and like a dead
man ; sometimes there is no appearance
of allment, but his couversation is inco-
herent ; sometimes he falls to beating all
about him. Sometimes, @s soon,as he
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enters into any one, the person possessed
dies. The Polong always adheres exactly
to his orders, and ioflicts that punish-
ment which is commanded him. Some-
times, though but seldom, it proves infec-
tious, viz. in the following way, when
the possessed falls down in a fit, and
another asks him, saying, ¢ What ! what
is the matter! what, have you got a Po-
long 2" ‘The person asking is affected,
falls down insensible, and remains in the
same state with the other till the Polong
is expelled. A person seriously assured
the writer that he bad seen men and wo-
men, to the number of 20, thus affected
ot the same time. The people are so well
scquainted with the power of this Polong,
that as soon as they see any one suffering
they send immediately for the physician,
an adept in the occult sciences, who, with
an air of importance and learning, admi-
nisters some medicine, or more frequently
makes use of a charm. He draws 8 fau-
tastical figure, which, as he pretends, is
that of the demon, and a print of which
is given in the Gleaner, upon the inside
of a white basin, pours water upon it, and
gives the suffercr to drink, Then he takes
hold of the end of the tbumb (for fear
the Polong should make his eacape, that
being the door by which he enters the
body), and interrogates the man in the fol-
Towing manner: ¢ Why do you torment
bim?” Then the Polong, speaking
through the man, replies, “ My futher
(for' so he calls his keeper) has a grudge
against him,” &c. “ Who is your fa-
ther 2** ¢ —=.”” ¢ What has he told you
to do?” ¢ To eat heart and entrails,”
(general term for torment). Somelimes
this evil spirit braves all means aund re-
fages to speak. Sometimes he tells lies
and confesses another name. When this
‘soothsayer has prevailed agaiust the evil
spirit, and has heard his coufession, he
then tries to detect him (though a spirit
yet be has dimensious and shape) : he
fegls the body all over, for he lurks be-
tween skin and flesh. Sometimes he finds
him in an arm, tometimes behind the ear,
to the touch as large as the above. Now
for his expulsion. The soothsayer first
exacts an oath of him that he has spoken
pothing but truth, and also that he
will vever come again. Sometimes the
physician bas such power that he sends
him back to torment his own kceper.

Malay Dewons and Witchen:

{Szer.
In the ninth sumber of the same mie-
cellany is an acoount, by the same writes,
of another imaginary being, called by the
Malays the Penangalan, a derivative from
a Malay word signifying to- ¢ pull out,”
and which means  that which is pulied
owt.” From this account it appears that
the Penangalan is not properly, either
witch or evil spirit. It is described as a
human head, neck, and intestines adjust-
ed to, and, as it were, inbabiting the
trunk and limbs of a human body, but
endowed with the power of extricating
itself from this body (which is always
that of a woman), and of returning to it
again at its own pleasare. It delights,
when unobserved, to make excursions
through the air from the body it usually
resides in, for the purpose of preying
upon all manner of garbage, which, 1s
seems, is its favourite food, and of aveng-
ing itself upon those who may have given
it offence by sucking their blood. The
person (whatever one may call her) who
is made up of these separable parts—of
Penangalan, that is—and the body it usu.
ally Inhabits, believes, it appears, in Satan,.
and, as might be presumed, practices
witcheraft, She, moreover, lives in fil-
thiness, going astray. Some further par-
ticulars of this curious composite being,
together with a Malay story illustrative of
its habits, are given by the writer. With
these we will not offend the delicacy or
try the patience of our readers ; thongh
they can hardly, perhaps, be considered as
one whit more disgusting, or one whit
more tedious, than those horrors of va-
rious kinds, those stupid and loathsome
exhibitions of vampires, &c. which have
been pretty generally and pretty warmly
admired in our popular poems, plays, and
novels. The Editor of the Gleaner makes
a very sufficient apology for the introdac-
tion of them into bis miscellany, in the
observations upon his correspondent’s
commaunication which are given below.
In addition to his correspondent’s re-
mark, ¢¢that the unenlightened mind
easily receives an impression from what-
ever is proposed to it (meaning, it is
presumed, easily believes whatever is pro-
posed to it), it may be observed, that the
bhelief of the unenlightened mind is never
so readily yielded to imposture ; never has
the-tyrannous imagination of uninstructed
man 80 absolutely the better of his rea-
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son, a8 when the absurdity attempted to
be imposed upon him is associated with
images of terror.

¢ Our correspondent’s idea that the
unenlightened mind easily receives an
impression from ¢ whatever is proposed
to it,’ could not have a stronger confirma-
tion than the fact, that conceptions sa-
vouring of such inconceivable degeneracy
are entertained by creatures retaining a
singie claim to the human shape and to
the character of man. Whatever degree
of scepticism may have been entertuined
by thoaghtful men on the subject of witch-
craft aml magic in general, we certainly
thiok there is not much danger of any
ome’s credality being strengthened by this
relation. The nature of our work re-
quires that we should keep nothing back
which tends to illustrate the intellectual

Description of o British Sloop of War.

As
and moral character of the Indo-Chinese
pations, however humbling to haman na,
ture the illastration way be : otherwise
we should have made an apology, to our

- fair readers especially, for inserting a

piece which may be considered offensive
to delicacy. The lower the human intel-
lect is sunk in ignorance, and the more
coarse and degrading its imaginations are, .
so much the more pressing is the call on
the well-wisbers of our species to extend
the boon of knowledge, religion, and civie
lization to those who possess them not,
to those whese very minds seem idestified
with the ¢ dunghill,’ cass in the mould of
that personal filihiness in which their.
days are passed, aud extinguished by
those habits of dormgnt indolence in
which the Malays are kuown to waste
their life.”

1

DESCRIPTION OF A BRITISH SHIP OF WAR.

By PELIMA TALAWA.

Tuis is a gennive landsmau’s descrip-
tion of a ship, with an epitome of the
comforts of a sea-voyage. The original
paper from which it is translated was
esmposed by Pelima Talawa, one of the
Kandyan dessaves engaged in the late re-
bellion in Ceylon, and the highest in rauk

'mong several chiefs, who, for safe cus-
tody, after being reduced in the field,
have been conveyed as state prisouers to
the Mauritive. It was given by him to
oneof the licutenants of H.M.'s ship Li-
verpool at the end of their voyage. Its
diverting simplicity arises from a previous

of wvaatical affairs, a purity
and perfection of ignorance that may be
sccounted for by vecollecting, that before
tbe interior of Ceylon was united under
the British government to the belt of
maritime territory which European set-
tlers had occupicd, the Kandians were
islanders without a coast.

Obaservations on the Voyage.

On the day that we came on board we
were all astonished at the fabric and the
magnificence of the ship. There are
three very tall masts, with ropes inou-
erable, and many sails of a vast size,
On the upper deck there are several boats
and many guos. On the middle deck the
guns were still more numeroas on both
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sides, aud all ready for use, Here are
the cabins occupied by the captain, which
in cleanlivess and beauty are like the
rooms of a royal palace. There is ou
this deck, besides, a pump to clear the
water out of the lower part of the ship,
and a kitchen, The lower deck contains
the cabins of the second officers of the
ship, and many others, with a window
in each: there is also a pump on this
deck. Sailing is, I believe, not only
pleasaut, but very healthy to those who
are accustomed to it, Tht sick appear
to me to receive great benefit ; for per-
so0s labouring under great heat of body
recover on the upper deck, or on the
middle if their heat be only moderate 3
and if they suffer under cold, they regain
their health on tbe lower deck,

During our voyage, which lasted twen-
ty-one days, we saw nothiug but the ses
and the heavens, which seemed of an
immense extent. The working of the
ship continued day and night without in-
termission. Both the officers and com-
mon sailors displayed the greatest ac.
tivity, and their goodness and kind-
bearted behaviour were more than I can
describe.

Salling to an unknown country, with-
out any sight of land, is a most surptising
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