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,CscrIN CuiNA isarich and fertile district. The chief productions are
rice and sugar. Edible birds’ nests, formed by a species of swallows from
some_ unknown viscous substaice, are found in this couitry, and considered a
luxury by the Chinese. .

. The inhabitants are large, muscular and well made, and are of Chinese or-
igin. They have made considerable progress in civilization. The superior
- ranks are clothed in silk. The houses are generally constructed of bamboo
thatched with rice straw, gnd stand in groves of lime, orange and cocoa trees.
Laos is but imperfectly known. It abounds in rice, benaoin, musk, . gum-
lac, gold and ivory. The inhabitants resemble the Chinese; but their religion
and customs are similar to those of Siam.
_ CamMBoDIA is also fertile in rice, and abundant in animal food. It affords
ivory in plenty, and several valuable kinds of wood. Tts fpeculiar produet is
the substance called gamboge, or more properly called gamboge gum, which
yields a fine yellow tint, and is also a powerful medicine. The country is

thinl led.
PEVEREY MALACCA, OR MALAYA.

This large peninsula is about 150 miles in breadth. The
inland parts are overgrown with forests, which are infested
with elephants, tigers and wild boars. = :

Agriculture is chiefly ‘employed in the growth of rice; pep-

- per and other spices, valuable gums and wood, are also among
1ts products. Malaya is noted ‘through the East for its tin
mines; gold is said to be found in the sand of the streams.

The inhabitants are ‘called Malays. They are below the

restleas disposition, gréatly faddicted to navigation, war, plun-
der, emigration and desperste enterprises; insomuch, that they
are universally considered, by those with whom they have in-
terecourse, as the most treacherous and ferocious people on the
globe. Nfalay barks, not carrying above thirty men, have been
known tp attack by surprise European vessels of thirty or forty
guns; and to obtain possession of them, by suddenly boarding
and massacreing the greater part of the crew with their poin-
ards. When engaged as sailors in foreign ships, they are never

to be trusted; and when employed as domestics,the least affront

is capable of excitirﬁ them to the most desperate revenge.
ahometanism,

_Their religion is The Malayan language,
which in contrast to-the character of the people, is the sofiest-

and most melodious dialect of the Egst,, is widely diffused
through that part of the world, and serves the purpose of gen-
eral communication.

"Malacca, its capital, containing about 12,000 inhabitauts,
was taken from the Dutch by the English, .in 1795. The
London Missionary Society have established here a success-
ful missionary station. )

Islands. Opposite to the coast of Malaya, though at some

distanoe from it, are the islands Andamangnd Nicobar. - The

" middle size, of a tawny complexion, with long, black hair; of a'
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greater Andaman is about 140 miles in length. The tsoll fs a
black rich mould. The forests produce ebony and other valu-
able woods. The only quadrupeds are wild hogs, monkies and
rats. The natives, who are about 2000 in number, are woolly

headed negroes, resembling-those.of Africa. A British set-

tlement has lately been formed on this island, and some con-
victs sent thither from Bengal. The Nicobar islands are
three ia number. - The most remarkable production is a kind
of bread fruit, said to weigh from 20 to 30 pounds.

" SIAM. ' .

" Siam consists of an-extensive vale pervaded by a large riv-
er, and enclosed on each side by a ridge of lofty mountiins.

The %soil is extremely rich, and the climate, being hot, greatly -

promotes fertility. The chief fagricultural product is rice,
which is here of an excellent quality. - ' )

The elephants of Siam are fremarkable for their sagacity
and beauty, as well as for their size.- .
. The Siamese are of a dark complexion, with features of the
Tartarian or Chinese cast. The men are extremely indolent,
aud leave the most laborious occupations to the women.

Literature is considerably cultivated. The youth are com-
.monly educated in the convents of monks, where they are
taught to read, and write, and cast accounts. Their religion
resembles that of the Hindoos, one of its leading doctrines be-
ing that of the transmigration of souls. The government is
despotic, and the sovereign is revered with honours almost di-
vine. The laws are extremely severe, the most trifling of-
ferices being punished by death or mutilation, such as the
cutting off a foot or @ hand. Siam, or Juthia, situated on an
island in the Meinam, is the capital.

) —
CHINESE EMPIRE. ]

This empire, comprehending CHINA PROPER, CHINESE TARTARY, and

TIBET, unites under one sceptre, a greater number of human beings, than

any other single dominion on the globe. It also stands mote apart than wny
other from the rest of the civilized world in situation, 1 age and laws,

CHixa PROPER presents many low tracts, watered by numerous riyers, '

and cut through by canals; y¥t ranges of mountains are frequent, and Iarge
epaces are occupied by dry and barren deserts. '

Climate, 8oil gnd Productions. Tge tclimata is various, The southern
Jparts about Canton are hot; but the cold in the northern parts is severe dur-
ing the winter months. TI;e air, however, in general, is serene, and appears
to be salubricus. - C

The 9soil is either by natare or art fruitful of eve';y ing that can minister to

ities, com , opJuxuries of Hife. The culture of the cotton and
rice fields, from which the bulk of the in! ts are clothed and fed, in in-
genious almost beyend description. The tallow.tree producés a fruit having all

-
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oblonlgh, and deep sunken eyes. The men shave the head
from the forehead to the nape, but the hair on the sides being
turned up, and fastened at the ¢rown, forms a conical cover-
ing. Their food, consisting of fish, fowl, vegetables and
fruits, is dressed in a variety of ways. Rice supplies the
plame of bread; and sacki, & kind of beer made of rice, is the
coffmon drink. Wine and spirituous liquors ave unknown;
but the use ef tea is universal, and that of tobaecco very com-
mon. Their houses are of wood, painted white in resemblance
of stone. Theéy have neither tables; chairs or beds, but sit
and lie on carpets ‘or mats, in the manner of the Turks.
‘Religion, &e. igion i sism. - Thei i i

as'tr B madiveioon oy sa har mation.The atsences sre bighly ‘oooeed
among them; and they have several schools for rhetoric, arithmetic, poetry,

history, and astronomy. Some of their schools at Meaco are said to coptain
8 or 4,000 scholars. The government is an absolute monarchy.

Jeese. . Fo the north of Niphoa lies the hr_iouuhnd called Josso. It s
inhabited by an uncivilized, harmless people,. tril ::z to the Japanese, some
of whom reside on tbe island. Although pleasant fertile, it is litue calti+
vated. Matamai, the capital, containe 50,000 inhabitants. - e

EAST INDIA ISLANDS.

" The.East India Islands, sometimes called the Indian Archipelago, mﬂu :
Xsles of Sunda, Borneo, the Manillas, or Philipine Islands; the Celebes; end
the Molaccas, or Spice Islanda. " ) L

: ISLES OF SUNDA.

The Inles of Sunda, or the Sumatrian Chain, as they are sometimes called,
4comprise Suniatra, Java, Timor, and the several imtermediate islands. -
Sumatra is 980 *miles in length. . A chain of mountains
runs through the whole island. Mount Ophir, exactly under
the equator, rises to the height of 13,842 feet above the level
of the sea, being only 1,500 feet lower than Mount Blanec.
“The most fvaluable and abundant production is pepper. It
grows:'on a climbing plant resembling a vine, Other *arti-
cles are camphor, gum-benzoin, cassia, cotton, and coffee.’
The gold mines found here, being of an infetior quality, are -
much meglected; but tin forms an abundant article of ex-
on. - - o ;

The inhabitants on the coasts are Malays; in the interior:
are different tribes of natives. The English have formed a
settlement in Bencoolen. Their fchief object is the pepper
trade. Among the small islands that encompass Sumatra,:
that of Banca s *famous for its tin. : The Dutch have long
exported vast quantities; and the’ mines are thought to be’
inexhaustible.’ - : " .
Java derivew its Tohief importance from its capital eity,’

=]
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Batavia, which is the principal settlement of the Dutch;, in the
East Indies, and the centre of their commerce. The city is _
large and elégant, and the houses splendid and richly fur-
nished; but the !situation is extremely unhealthy. {‘h‘reé
fourths of those who urrive here from Europe, usually die
within the first year. The streets are spacious, and most of
them have canalg of stagnant water pervading their whole
length. Population 175,000.

he tproducts resemble those of Sumatra. Thisisland was
captured by the British,August,1811,but was restored in 1816,
The English Baptists established a missionary here in 1813.

The other islands of the Sumatrian Chain are of but little
importance, except Timor, which is regarded by the Dutch as
a kind of barrier to the Spice Islands,, - :

. BORNEO, ' .
great t.ract'zfthl::d, Mwe?ﬁ&‘?s‘m’ bmt tl::;al:oau. Th?lte,t?;:
the most part, consist of muddy flats, on which account the houses are com-
monly built on posts fixed in rafis which are moored to the shore, and rise
fall with the ti Many of the villages are constructed in this manner,

T he kil pooducaions e popper Samaphors the gom oalled aragon's blood
asd .:.a.imd. Bdi:'hbirgl:e& mpm;q;p'.‘" Gold i.fo':ﬂimhﬁf
H diamonds 0 are n -
m{u.' The European?(exee;tmt‘;wqm) lu;?;'o nulem t‘:‘u isl-
snd. The chief trade is with the Chinese. -
. THE MANILLAS, OR PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

.Lazon is the most important of these islands, computed at about 500 miles
in length. It hes a tfertile soil, and is rich in its products, Thé finest cot-
ton known in trade grows here; rite, sugar-cane, and the cocoa tree, are al-
80 cultivated with 'Gold, copper, and iron, are among the discover-
od minerals. The patives, fcalled T als, seem to be of Malayan origin.
They are a personable race, of a mild disposition, dwelling in huts of bamboo -
elevated upon poles. .

The Spaniards have established themselves in these islands.
Their *principal East Indian settlement is at Manilla, a popu-
lous, well built,and strongly fortified city; but, like other gm-
ish settlements, encumbered.with a great number. of religious
houses. A commerce of great importance has long been car-
ried on across the Pacific ocean between Manilla and - Aca-
pulco in Mexico, by large ships called galleons, The Chi-
nese were numerous here to the beginning of the 17th centu-
ry, when the Spaniards committed a hosrible massacre of that
industrions people. . :

Mindanao is the *next in size among the Philippine islands,

" on which the Spanish have but few seftlements. 'g e true cin-
namon tree is said to grow here; gold is also among its pro-
ducts. Horses and buffaloes are amazingly numerous.

-«
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Of the other Philippine islands, seme are of eonsiderable
magnitude, and all afford a variety of useful vegetables and
wild animals, Many display volcanic appearances, abeund-
ing in lavas and vitrifications, sulphur, and hot springs.

THE CELEBES.

The chief island of this group is Celebes, sometimes called
-Macassar, much *celebrated for its sublime and beautiful scen-
ery. It produces rlce, maize, sago, sugar-cane and pepper,be-
sides an abundance of poisoncus plants. The natives are
‘Malays. They are much *addicted to piracy, and often attack
vessels with the most amazing and desperate resolution.

Macassar, the principal city, is held by the Dutch, who

. have garrisons in several of the small circumjacent islands,

and claim the sovereignty of the whole group.
THE MOLUCCAS, OR SPICE ISLANDS.

"" Gilolo, the largest of these islands, produces sago and the bread fruit in
great abundance. 1§t is also plentifully fornished with wild and domestic an-
imale. The natives are indostrious, and are much employed in weaving cot-
.ton. Ossa is a convenient port town. : - -

Ceram is the next in size. 1t 9produees cloves and vago; the latter consti~
tutes one of its fprincipal articles of export, .

Banda and Amboyna, now in the possession of the Dutch, are the most
distinguished of the Spice Tslands. .

Banda is the chief of a group, which comprises six or seven other islands.
All these are very small, being scelebrated solely for the production of the
autmeg. This tree, unknown in other parts of the globe; grows to the size of a

-tree, with leaves resembling laurel. The putmeg when ripe is almost of
the size and colour of an apricot, and in shape nearly reserobics a pear; the
maee is a rind which encloses the shell of the nutmeg. The Dutch are very
jealous of its oﬁrowth in other islands, and bave frequently caused its destruc-
tion when produced there by nature. )

Amboyna is *celebrated for the production of cloves. Its sit-
pation is north from the Banda isles, near Ceram. The clove-
tree grows to the height of 40 or 50 feet, with spreading
branches and long pointed leaves. Some of the¢ treed produce
an annnal crop of 30.pounds weight. The town of Amboyna,
situated near the south western extremity of the island, is
the second in rank of the Duteh East India settlements. It

is neatly built, and contains a population of. 45,000.

AUSTRALASIA. , ,

Australasia fcomprehends the extensive central island,New
Holland, with all the islands within 20 degrees to the west and
within 25 or 30 degrees tothe eastof it. ' . . . .
Nzw-Howranp is 2,730 miles in length from enstto west,and
about 1,960 milesinbreadth. This immense region is hut little



