A

DICTIONARY OF GEOGRAPHY,
Ancient and ANoden :

COMPRIBING
A SUCCINCT DESCRIPTION

OF ALL THR

COUNTRIES OF THE GLOBE,

TEEIR PHYSICAL AND POLITICAL GROORAPRY, THE AEVERAL RACES OF THEIR
INBARITANTS, AND THEIR ANCIENT AS WELL ‘AS MODERN DENOMINATIONS ;

TOGKTHER WITH
A BRIEF NOTICE OF ALL THE CAPITALS AND PRINCIPAL TOWNS ;
ALNO OF
SEAS, RIVERS, AND MOUNTAINS;
AND

‘A GLOSSARY OF GEOGRAPHICAL TERMS.

7
BY JOSIAH CONDER,

AUYROR OF “ THE MODERN TRAVELLER,” ¢ ITALY,” ETC.

CYBELE TRACING THE DOXMINKION OF HER BONS,

LONDON:

PRINTED FOR THOMAS TEGG AND SON, 78, CHEAPSIDE:
J. CUMMING, DUBLIN;
AND R. GRIFFIN AND CO. GLASGOW.

1834.
70 .



%0 MA L

province has boes, from the romolest times, the vesort and refoge of
adveatarers, traders, and oxiles from sll the cansts of the Indien seas.
Calicut was the New York of India, the courve of emigration aaturelly
Sowing in the mest ancient maritime line of communication etween
the E. and W. Nolisuram (‘Neloynds) was the chief emporinem of
this part of India in the time of the Romans ; aed the Porteguwese
who made their first settlement in the dominions of the Zamorin rejub,
as the sovereign of Calicut was then styled, suoceeded to a trade that
had been carried on, ages before, by Egyptian Greeks, and probably
by the Phenicians at a still earlier peried.

MALACCA. The capital of the Malayan pe-'-uuln, situated on the
western coast, upon the struits to which it gives same. In 1511, the
celebrated Albuquerque, after a desperate contest with the natives,
gained possession of the place ; and the settiemeat founded here by
the Portuguese, was cousidered as the key of their trede in the seas
beyond India. In 1642, it was taken by the Dutch, who retained
possession of it till 1796, when'it was conguered by the British. Its
importance as an emporium has been greetly diminished since the
formation of the settiement on Pulo Penang or Prince of Wales's
Island, to which its trafic has been in a great measure transferrved.
The town contains about $5,000 inhabitants, Chinese, Malays, Pertu-
guese, and & few Dutch and English. It is a large but poor place,
extending along the shore. The old church tower, a ruin, and the
light-house, built oo a dilapidated Portuguese chapel, are the most
couspicuons objects; and the Mission oollege, belonging to the London
Missionary Society’s establishment, is the best building. The sown
was formerly defended by a formidable fort, which was blown wp by
the English when they took possession of Malacea. There are also
ruins of a convent founded by the celebrated St. Framcis Xavier. A
considerable stream discharges itself heve into the sea. Overitis a
drawbridge. In the achools belongiug to the Mission are between
200 and 300 children, all of them balf-castes, the fathers being Chi-
nese, and the mothers Malays. The teachers are Chinese. Numercus
tracts and religious works in Chinese and Malay have been imswed
from the college press. See Maray.

MALAGA. A maritime city of Spain, in the kingdom of Granada,
ranking third in commercial importance, Cadis and Barcelona ouly
being before it. It stands at the head of a deep bay of the Mediter-
ranean ; and its port, since the construction of an additicnal mole,
forms ope of the best artificial harbours in the world : it is well
sheltered, accessible with every wind, and a ship of the lime oan lie
close to the pier. Wine, fruits, and ol are the chief exports. The
climate is, during eight months of the year, insuflerably hot, owing to
its situation, overhung with naked, craggy mountains, The popula-
tion in 1804, after a fatal epidemic had carried off more than 20,600

s, was still rated at upwards of 53,000.

MALAY. A race very widely diffused over the coasts and islands of

the Indian seas, to which the tribes of the Polynesian Archipelago

are stated to bear a close affinity, in their physical characteristics,
|.n¢uge and institutions. The aborigines of Madagaacar also, the
Aleutians, and the Araucanians of South America, exhibit so many
peints of resemblance, in the sameness of radical words, their aume-
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rals, and many of their customs, as to favour the supposition of their
commen erigia. A learsed American antiquary bas expressed his
decided opinion, that the skeletons found in the caverns of Kentuclty
and Tenvessee are those ¢f a Malay tribs ; and the wrappers of feathers
in - which some of the bodies were found enveloped, are precissly
sbmilar to what have been met with in the Bandwich and Feejee
Bshands, and in Nootke Sound. The origiual or central seat of the
Midlay race is supposed to have been the island of Sumatra, or the
Senda Islands generally. There can be no doubt, bowever, that they
must have formed an original portion of the Indian population.
Hishep Heber was strock with the features of strong resemhlance
whiek the plains of Bengal presented, both in the aspect of the coun-
try, and in that of the people, to Polynesia ; and the natives of Ceylon
strack bin: as etil more closely resembling the South-Sea Islanders.
Among the traditions of the Polynesian tribes, there are motions
closely allled to the Hindoo cosmogony. Further, the Malayan lan-
guage, which is distinguished for its smoothaess and softness, appears
v have the Sanscrit for its basis, mingled, it is said, with Coptic and
Arabie. The admixture of the last langnage may perhapas date from
the sdoption of Mohammedism, The Malays have always been a
maritime people, and seem in all ages to have traded with India and
the African ooasts ; they would appear to be, in fact, the genuine
destendants of the first mariners, and carriers, and pirates of the
Indian seas. In the ninth century, the Malayan empire of Zabaja,
or Zabaje, which took its name from the famous emporium of Zaba,
sow Batu Sabor, near the extremity of the Malayan peninsuls, com-
prekheadod not oaly the udjacent island of Sumatra, called Jabe-din,
bat some portion of the Coromandel coast. The town of Calabar
belenged to the Maharajah of Zabaje, who was able to support a
war aguinst the King of Al Comr or Comorin. At a much earlier
period, indeed, Malaya, as well as Ceylon, must have been the seat
of & powerful state ; and it may be safely concladed, that the combat
between Rama with his mookeys, and the King of Lanca or Ceylon,
secorded in the Hindoo legends, was not the only one in which the
gods, and warriors, and sacred amimals of Southern Indin had to
engage with foreign invaders. The kings of Sumatra call themselves
Mabarajahs to the present day. The Javanese, howerver, are sapposed
to have been the earliest of the Malay nations in attaining to civiliza-
tion. While the Malays, properly so called, were confined to Sumatra,
and perhaps to the inland districts, an extensive commerce was earried
on im the Indian Seas, of which the island of Java was the prind?nl
centre. The Javanese are stated to have been lords of the Indian
Oocean, and to bave extended their trade on ome side to Madagascar,
and on the other to Amboyna. But Java is supposed to have derived
s civilization, rather than its popelation, from India; and the Sanscrit
blended with the Melay is, upon this hypothesis, not the indication
of an origiaal affinity, but of early intercourse between the Hindoos
and the barbarows aborigines of the islands. All those dialects spoken
in the Indian Archipelago which possess any refinement, or indicate
sivilisation, partake, it is said, in a similar proportion of the language
of the Hiudoos; the remuinder being of such a kind as to imply
sxtreme barbmrism in the people whose vocabulary and  wmode of
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the Chinese of ancieat Egypt, as they are now the ‘“sea gipstes” of
the Indo.Chinese region. Aimost every where, they preserve the
charaoter of a nautical and comnmereinl,'and genertity & servile and
sabtle race, with striking varieties both in their physical and moral
<haracteristics. In fact, it has been remerked, that almost every
variety of feature and complexion discovered in the human species,
may be found within the limits of this one race; that is, the Polynesian.
Bat, in their general characteristics, they seem to form the link between
the Moagolian, the Negro, the Arubian, and the Indo-Euaropean fami-
liss, each acocommodating themselves to various modes of lfe, and
-bvu:ng with equal reat the doctrines of Buddha and the creed of

‘l'be Mnhyn pemml-, which separates the Sea of Bengal from
the Chinose Sea, is formed by the loftiest of the chain of mucntains
which, proceeding from Tibet, divide the whole of the 1ndo-Chinese
segion longitedinally into four immense valleys. This clain, after
ssparating Ave and Pegu, or the valley of the Irrawaddy from that
of the Meinam, is prelonged through the whole peninsula, from about
iat. 13° N. almost to the equator, termivating tu Cape Romania, the
sostheramost point of Asia. The upper part of this long pentnsula,
separating the Bay of Bengal from the Gaolf of Siam, is known under
the pame of the Isthmus of Kraw, Malaya or Malacca extends from
Ilt. 8° N. to the Sincapore Strait, being about 500 miles in length and

196 in its medium breadth. On the S. W. the straits of Malacca
separate it from the island of Sumatra. The interior is.occupied with
mountains covered with impenetrable forests, thinly imhabited by
Papua tribes called Samangs. These mountains contain tin-mines,
and give rise to numerous streams, most of. which. are navigable by
small vessels for a short distance. The coast is divided into seven
petty soversignties; Queda, Perth, and Salangore on the western
osant ; Patani, Tringeao, and Pakango on the eastern ; and Johore at
the eastern extremity. The supremacy of Siam formerly extended over
the whole peniasula, but it may now be considered as wholly dependent
om the British power. The trade of Malacca, the chief town, has
been for the most part transferred to Palo Penang ; and the island
of Sincapore near the southem extremity of the peninsula, opposite
the mouth of the Johore river, has ulso been made the seat of a
flourishing settlement. See Matacca, PENaNG, and SincaPore. The
Malayan archipelago is generally understood to comprise the Sanda
Islands, the Philippines, and the Molnccas, which see ; also, Borngo,
INDIAN ARCHIPELAGO, JAYA, SUMATRA, &c.

MALDIVES. (TaousAND IsLEs.) A cluater of small islands in the
Todian ocean, lying 8. W. of Cape Comorin, and to the 8. of the
Lacoadives ; between the parallel of 7°80' N. and the equator, and
the meridians of 72° and 74% E. They are divided into 18 groupes
called etelions, under as many distinct governors, Arabian settlers
appoar at a remote era to have made themselves masters of these -
islands, the sovereign of which assumes the title of king of thirteen
provinces and twelve thousand isles. The native dialect of the Mah
divians.is seid to be nearly akin to the Bisayan dialect of the Philip-
piae Ioles; and in some of their customs, the Maldivieos resemble
the minﬁno Binjus or ** sea gipsies™ of the shores of Borneo. They
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whole range is now called Djebel Mousa, i. e. the mount of Moses.
Foom the summit of Sinai, the law was proclaimed in the hearing of
the encamped hosts of Israel.

SINCAPORE. A town and island in the Struits of Malacca, upoa
which a British settlement was formed in 1819, under the direction of
Sir Stamford Raffles. The original population of the island was Ma-
layan, and the island was purchased of two Malay rajahs. The towa
contained, in 1825, about 100 British residents, upwards of 8000
Chinese settlers, chiefly traders, and 7000 Malays and Bengalees.

SINDE. Or SixpHu. A province of India, comprising the lower
part of the plain of the Indus, between the parallels of 24° and 27° N.;
bounded northward by Moultan and Afghanistan, E. by Rajpootana
and a barren waste which divides it from Cutch, 8. by Cutch and the
sea, and W. by the mountains which sepavate it from Beloochistan.
A great part of this province, lying beyond the influence of the mon-
soon, is a barren, unproductive desert. Near the Indus, the land
ecastward of the meridian of 67° 40’ is capable of being rendered
fertile; but to the northward of Tatta, and a small distance to the W.
of the river, the country is mountainous, rocky, and thinly inhabited.
The chief port is Tatta, supposed to be the ancient Pattala, seated on
the Indus; bat the capital of Sinde is Hyderabad, seated on a branch
of the Indus, and the residence of the Ameers, or Mohammedan
princes, who govern the country. The population is partly Moham-
medan, partly Hindoo. The Mooltanee merchants settled in Sinde,
are the principal traders and the wealthiest part of the community,
and the internal commerce is almost exclusively in the hands of the
Hindoo inhabitants; while the Mohammedan tribes compose the mili-
tary strength of the country, and hold lands by a military tenure.
Latterly, the Ameers are understood to have been compelled to
acknowledge the sovereignty of the Shah of Caubul. The total popu-
lation is supposed to be not above 1,000,000, on a surface of 24,000
square miles; and the country has long been in a very disorderly
state, partaking of the disadvantages of a border country. Simdhu is
the name of the Indus iu Sanscrit; and it is still called by the Persians
Awb Siade. The pame of Sind, as contradistinguished from Hind,
occurs in Mohammedan writers, and appears to have designated the
whole of Moultan.

SINOPE. An ancient maritime city of Pontus, which Mithridates
the Great made his capital. It is now called Sinob, and is built on a
promontory running out into the Euxine.

SION. Properly Tsion, or Zion. One of the hills on which Jeru-
salem was built. See JerusaLeM. There is a place called Sion in
the Valais; but the word is corrupted from Sitten or Sedunum.

SIRR. See Sion.

SIROCCO. The 8. E. or Syrian wind which blows in Italy and
Dalnfatia, io summer, and is attended with great heat and a peculiar
dryness of the atmosphere.

SITANG. Zeet-taung. A river of the Burman empire, which
traverses the province or kingdom of Tonghoo or Taung-00, and falls
into the Gulf of Martaban.

SIVAS, See Siwas,
oD 2
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ments at the moaths of the rivers on either coast. Nearly in the
centre of this country is situated the great Lake of Toba, between 60
and 70 miles in length, and from 15 to 20 in breadth, and supposed to
communicate with the sea by the river Rakkan, issuing from its
south-eastern extremity. The most populous districts are on its
borders. To the 8. E, of the Batta territory are the Malay countries
of Rawa and Manangkabaw. The southern coast, as far as the
Urei river, was formerly dependent on the king of Bautam, in Java.
The principal political divisions of the island are now, the Acheenese
territory ; the Batta country; the Mohammedan kingdom of Manang-
kabaw ; the Rejang territory; and that of Lampong. Bencoolen,
in the Rejang territory, on the 8. W. coast, is the principal European
settiement and emporium. The chief trade is in pepper, of which
large quantities were formerly exported ; but this has latterly declined.
Besides pepper, this island yields large quantities of nutmeg, cloves,
mace, camphor, benzoin, cassia, lign-aloes, dragons’ blood, gambir,
and other drugs and gums ; besides gold, tin, iron, sulphur, aursenic,
various valuable species of wood, ivory, and the edibie birds’ nests,
and diche de mar, for the Chinese market. The inhabitants of Sumatra
may be divided into two classes ; the Malays, who have embraced
Mohammedism, and whose language has received a large mixture of
Arabic, and is written in the Arabic character; and the ahoriginal
Sumatrans, who are supposed to belong to the same stock ns the
Malay nation, their language bearing marks of a common origin,
although their ignorance of navigation strikingly distinguishes them
from that maritime people. The principal dialects, besides the
Malayan, are, the Batta (or Batak), the Rejang, and the Lampong.
The Batta is supposed to be the most ancient; and its apparent
affinity to the Sanscrit favours the supposition. Their connexion
with the great Hindoo family is attested by both physiological and
philological marks of relationship. Their alphabetic character is of
Sanscrit origin, and is written from left to right. In personal appear-
ance, the Bataks bear a considerable resemblance to the Hindoos, as
well as in the quietness and timidity of their disposition. Their laws
and literature, and some of their religions notions and traditions,
seem to be the vestiges of a more advanced state of civilization; and
their superstitious veneration for their ancestors would favour the
notion that they are the dregs of a nobler race. They have books on
war, religion, and medicine; and their poetical compositions closely
resemble those of the Malays. No idols are worshiped; but in
every village is found a stone or wooden image, before which all
oaths are taken, and which is appealed to on solemu occasions in the
presence of the whole village. Of & future state of recompense or
punishment, they appear to have nv conception. Almost every village
has its priest, who is sometimes the rqja or chief; but his whole
functions consist in divination and conjuring. They bury their dead,
at least their chiefs, in coffins of wood and stone, celebrating the
funeral by feasts. Their written laws are not in general very severe,
the pepalties, with few exceptions, being fines; but those exceptions
are indeed most remarkable. Persons caught in the act of house-
breaking or highway robbery are publicly executed, and are then
immediately eaten. Men killed, or prisoners taken in a great war,
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