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1821) On affording Education to the Inkabitants of the East.

aspect of the statue conveys a strong re-
collection of the coarse habiliments worn
by pilgrims who accompanied the Cru-
saders to Palestine, and the dress of se-
cleded hermits who held their solitary
abodes in the retired caverns of moun-
tains, or the deep impenetrable recesses
of forests.

Leaning against the wall opposite to
the statue of Gooruknath, we remark a
slab of free-stone, about four feet high,
and one and a half in width, which is co-
vered on one side with an inscription
written in the ancient Devi Nagri charac-
ter. ‘This stone has been disfigured with

the drought and famine which occurred
last year were, by thesc wiseacres, ascribed
to a festival performed in honour of Praa-
sinauth, whose imagcs were carried by his
votaries in procession through the strects
of Allahabad. Now this image forms an
essential object in the mythology of Hin-
doostan : because there is not an ancient
temple I ever examined in which it is not
discovered; and the enmity displayed
against the figure under the name of Praun-
sinanth, while be is actually worshipped
disguised even bencath the appellation of
Deri, but more commonly Norazar, atfords
a proof, but nothing more, of the exces-
sive ignorance at preseut pervading the
Brabminical Hindoos, and the inconsis-
tent, confused mass of absurditics, which
is imposed for subjects of religious faith
upon the darkened minds of the natives.
The character of Buddha, Gooruknath,
or Prausinauth is that of a holy priest de-
voted to the service of the Almighty, or
a prophet of God. In patriarchism, or
the true church established posterior to
the Deluge, this high office was filled first
by Noah, and then Abraham, and bis de-
scendants in the line of fsaac. In the
Israelitish church, the same character was
sustained by Moses and the inspired race
of prophets to Malachi. But these were
mercly types of more perfect revelation,
which took place in the person of an incar-
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white paint, and the letters are become,
through age, and in consequence of ill
usage, 80 much effaced, as to be most
part completely illegible ; and no suspi-
cion, as far as [ could learn, exists either
regarding the probable meaning of the
inscriptior, or the situation whieh the
slab originally occupied. But having ex-
ceeded the limits prescribed for these
communicatious, I conclude with the re-
petition of being atways very truly,
Your's,
R. TyTLER.
«+Hllehabad, March 22, 1820,

nate Redeemer, who united the boly pro-
phet and divinity in One ; and he is, therc-
fore, the Saca Salivanba, or Buddha, so
well known to Hindoos. Now, subsequent
to the revelation of the Gospel, a new
species of idolatry, differing in name bat
not in principle from the former, gri-
dually arose, and has ncarly filled the
whole earth with its prescnce and effects.
Of this deviation from the true Christian
faith, pride and absence of charity, or
bigotry, hurrying mankind to the com-
mission of the most crucl and wanton ex-
cesses, form the most prominent features
and distinguishing characteristics. In va-
rious systems of modern idolatry, the cha-
racter of Buddha, or the inspired prophet,
has beea claimed by the Bishops of Rome,
and their successors, the Popes, who
maintain that they are God's vicars upon
earth; also by Muhummud and his fol-
lowers, the Caliphs, who were styled
Sovereigns of the Faithful and God’s Vice-
regents in this world, instructed to ex-
terminate all with fire and sword who
would not yield implicit obedience to the
precepts of the Koran ; and, in the Asiatic
system of Christian idolatry, by the Grand
Lama of Thibet, who blasphemously pre-
tends to be an incarnation of the Almigh-
ty; that is, a reappearance of Saca or
Jesus.

ON THE ADVANTAGE

OF AFFORDING THE
MEANS or EDUCATION 7o THE INHABITANTS or Tue FURTHER EAST.

It is the peculiar cbaracteristic of
Great Britain, that wherever her influence
has been extended, it has carried civiliza-
tion aud improvement in its train. To
whatever quarter of the world her arms

]

or her policy have led her, it has been her
object to extend those blessings of free-
dom and justice for which she herself
stands 50 pre-cminent. Whether in as-
serting the rights of independent nations,
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‘whether advocating the cause of the cap-
tive and the slave, or promoting the dif-
fusion of truth and knowledge, Eugland
has always led the van. In the wvast re-
gions of India, where she has raised an
empire unparalleled in history, no sooner
was the sword of conquest sheathed, than
ber attention was turned to the dispensing
of justice, to giving security to the per-
sous and property, and to the improve-
ment of the condition of her new sub-
jects ; to a reform in the whole judicial
and revenue administration of the country,
to the establishment of a system of in-
ternal management calculated to relieve
the inbabitants from oppression and ex-
action, and to the dissemination of those
principles and that knowledge which
should elevate the people whom cunquest
had placed under her sway, and thus to
render her owan prosperity dependent on
that of the people over whom she ruled.
A desire to know the origin and early
history of the people, their institutions,
laws and opinions, led to associations ex-
pressly directed to this end ; while by the
application of the information thus ob-
tained to the present circumstances of the
country, the spirit and principles of Bri-
tish rule have rapidly augmented the power
and increased the resources of the state,
at the same time that they have in no less
degree tended to excite the intellectual
energies and increase the individual hap-
pivess of the people.

The acquisitions of Great Britain in the
east have not been made in the spirit of
conquest ; & concurrence of circumstances
not to be controuled, and the energies of
her sons, have carried her forward on a
tide whose impulse has been irresistible.
Other pations may have pursued the same
course of conquest and success, but they
have not like her paused in their career,
and by moderation and justice consolidated
what they bhad gained. This is the rock
on which her Indian empire is placed, and
it is on a perseverance in the principles

' which have already guided her that she
must depend for maintaioing her com-
manding station, and for saving her from
adding one more to the list of those who
have contended for empire, and fiave sunk
beneath the weight of their own ambition.
Conquest bas led to conquest, and our
influence must continue to extend ; the
tide has received its impetus, and it would

On the Advantage of affording the Means of [Pes.

be in vain to attempt to stew its curreat;
but let the same principles be kept in
view ; let our minds and policy expand
with our empire, and it will pot only be
the greatest, but the firmest and most en-
during that has yet been held forth to the
view and admiration of the world. While
we raise those in the scale of civilizatien
over whom our influence or our empire is
extended, we shall lay the foundations of
our dominion on the firm basis of justice
and mutual advantage, instead of the
uncertain and unsubstantial tenure of force
and intrigue,

Such have been the priuciples of our
Indian administration - wherever we have
acquired a territorial influence ; it remains
to be considered how they can be best ap-
plied to countries where territory is not
our object, but whose commerce is not less
essential to our interests. With the coun-
tries east of Bengal an exteusive com-
mercial intercourse has already been car-
ried on, and our influence is more or less
felt throughout the whole, from the banks
of the Ganges to China and New Holland.
Recent events have directed our attention
to these, and in a particular manuner to
the Malayan Archipelago, where a vast
field of commercial speculation has beea
opened, .the limits of which it is difficalt
to foresee. A variety of circamstances
have concurred to extend our connections
in this quarter, and late arrangements, by
giving them a consistency and consolida-
tion, and wniting them more closely with
our best interests both in India and Eu-
rope, have added much to their impor-
tance and consideration. Our connection
with them, however, stands on a very dif-
ferent footing from that with the people
of India; however inviting and extensive
their resonrces, it is considered that they
cau be best drawn forth by the vative
energies of the people themselves, unin-
fluenced by foreign rule and unfettered by
foreign regulations, and that it is by the
reciprocal advantages of commerce, and
commerce alone, that we may best pro-
mote our own interests and their ad-
vancement. A few statious are occupied
for the security and protection of our
trade, and the independence of all the
surrounding states is not only acknow-
ledged but maintained and supported by us.
- Commerce beinig therefore the principle
on which our connection with the Eastern
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States are formed, it beheves us to con-
sider the effects which it 1s calculated to
produce. Commerce is miversally allow-
ed t0 bring many benefits in its train, and

_ in particular to be favourable to civiliza-
tion and general improvement. Like all
other powerful agems, however, it has
proved the catse of many evils, when im-
properly directed or not sufficientiy con~
trouled. It creates wants and introduces
luxaries ; but if there exist'no principle
for the regulation of these, and if there
be nothing to check their inflaence, sen-
suality, vice, and corruption, will be the
necessary results. Where the social in-
stitutions are favourable to independence
aad improvement, where the intellectual
powers are cultivated and expanded, com-
merce opens a wider field for their exer-
tion, and wealth and refincment become
consistent with all that eunnobles and
exalts human nature. Education muss
keep pace with commerce, in order that
its beuefits may be eusured aud its evils
avoided ; and, in our counnection with
these countries, it should be our care,
that while with oe hand we carry to their
shores the capital of our merchauts, the
other should be stretched forth to offer
them the means of intellectual improve-
ment. Happily our policy is in accordance
with these views and principles, and
neither in the state ofthe countrics them-
selves, uor in the character of tlieir varied
and extensive populatiou, do we find any
thing opposcd 5 on the contrary, they in-
vite us to the field, and every motive of
bumanity, policy, and religign seems to
combine to recommend our early attention
to this important object.

A few words will be sufficient to shew
the nature and extent of this field. Within
its nacrowest limits it embraces the whole
of that vast Archipelago, which,stretching
from Sumatra and Java to the Islands of
the Pacific, and thence to the shores of
China and Japan, has in all ages excited
the attention and attracted the cupidity
of more civilized nations ; whose valuable
and peculiar productions contributed to
swell the extravagance of Roman luxury,
and in more modern times has raised the
power and counsequence of every succes-
sive European nation into whose hands
its commerce has fallen ; it has raised se-
veral of these from insiguificance and
obscurity to power and eminence, and
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perhaps in its earliest period amoung the.
Italian states, conununicated the firat
electric spark which awoke to life the
energies and the literature of Europe.
The native population of these interesting
islands cannot be estimated at less than
from ten to fifteen millions, of which
Java alone contains five or six, and Su-
matra not less than three.

In a more exteusive view must be in-
cluded the rich and populous countries of
Ava and Siam, Camboja, Cochin-China,
and Tonkin, the population of which is
still more extensive than that of the
islands.
merous Chinese population which is dis-
persed throughout these countries, aud
through the means of whom the light of
knowledge may be extended to the re-
motest part of the Chinese empire, and
even to Japan, it will readily be acknow-
ledged that the field is perbaps the most
extensive, interesting, and important that
ever offered itself to the contemplation of
the philanthropic and enlightened mind.

When we descend to particulars, and
consider the present state and circum-
stances of this extensive and varied po-
pulation, and the history and character of
the nations and tribes of which it is com~
poggd, we shall be more couviuced of the
necessity which exists, aud of the ad-
vantages which must result from affording
them the means of educatiou and ime
provement. Among no people with whom
we have become acquainted shall we find
greater aptuess to receive instruction, or
fewer obstacles in the way of its com-
munication.

With the exception of Java, the Mo-
luccas and Philippives, nearly the whole
of the native states of the Archipelago
may be considered independent, The Eu-
ropean settlements on the cousts of Sa-
matra and Borneo are confined to com-
mercial objects, and the interior of these
large islands has never felt the effects of
European interference. A large portion
of their coasts, and the whole of the
smaller islauds, as well as the states on
the Malay Peninsula, are exclusively under
native authority.

Of the Malays who inhabit the interior
of Sumatra, and are settled on the coasts
throughout the Archipelago, it may be
necessary to speak in the first place. The
peculiar character of these people has

Aud if to this we add the nu- .
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always excited much attestion, and va-
rious and opposite opintens have been en-
tertained regacding them. By some who
have viewed enly the darker side, they
bave been considered, with reference to
their piracies and vices alone, as a people
devoid of all regular government and prin-
ciple, and abandoned to the influence of
lawless and ungovernable passions. By
others, however, who have taken a deeper
view, and have become more intimately
acquainted with their character, a differ-
ent estimate has been formed. They ad-
mit the want of efficient government, but
consider the people themselves to be pos-
sessed of high qualities, and such as
might under more favourable circumstan-
ces be usefully and beneficially directed.
They find in the personal indepeudence of
character which they display, their high
sense of houour and impatience of insult,
and in their habits of reasoning and re-
flection, the rudiments of improvement
and the basis of a better order of society;
while in the obscurity of their early his-
tory, the wide diffusion of their language,
and the traces of their former greatness,
they discover an infinite source of specu~
lation and interest.

That they once occupied a high and
commanding political station in these ¥tas
appears to be heyond a doubt, and that
they maintained this position until the
introduction of Mahomedanism seems
equally certain. From the geographical
situation of the more important countries
then occupied by them, they were the
first to come in contact with Mussulman
missionaries, and to embrace their tenets,
to which circumstance may perhaps be
attributed the dismemberment of the em-
pire, and the decline of their power pre-
viously to the arrival of Europeans in
these seas, At that period, however, the
authority of Menangkabau, the ancient
seat of government, was still acknow-
ledged, and the states of Acheen and
Malacca long disputed the progress of the
Portuguese arms. The whole of Sumatra
at one period was subject to the supreme
power of Menangkabau, and proofs of
the former grandeur and superiority of
this state are still found, not only in the
pompous edicts of its sovereigns, and in
the veneration and respect paid to the
most distant branches of the family, but
in the comparatively high and improved
state of cultivation of the country, and
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in the vestiges of satiquity which have
recently been discovered in it. This coun-
try occupies the centrakdistricts of Syma-
tra, and contains between oume and two
millions of inhabitauts, the whole of
whom, with the exception of such as may
be employed in the gold mines, for which
it has always been celebrated, are devoted
to agriculture. ‘Pheremains of sculpture
and inscriptions fonnd near the ancient
capital correspond with those discovered
in Java, and prove them to have been
under the influence of the same Hindoo
faith which prevailed on thatisland tilt
the establishment of Mahomedanism there
in the fifteenth century.

At what period the people of Menang-
kabau embraced the doctrines of the
prophet does not appear, and would form
an interesting subject of inquiry. The
conversion of Malacca and Aclieen took
place in the thirteenth century, but it is
uncertain whether Menangkabau wus con-
verted previous to this date, although the
religion is said to have heen preached in
Sumatra as early as the twelfth century.
It was aboat this latter period, 1160, thag
a colony issued from the interior of Sa-
matra, and established the maritime state
of Singapura at the extremity of the
Malay Peninsula, where a line of Hindoo
priuces continued to reign until the esta-
blishment of Malaces, and the conversion
of that place in 1276. Whatever may in
more remote times have been the nature
of the intercourse between foreign nations
and Menangkabau itself, we know that
Singapura, during the period noticed, was
an extensively maritime and commercial
state, and that on the first arrival of the
Portuguese at Malacca that emporfum
embraced the largest portion of the com-
merce between Eastern and Western na-
{ions. It is not necessary to enter into
the history of the decline and fall of the
Malay states of Malacca and Acheen, or
of the establishment of Johor. The
maritime and commercial enterprize of
the pecple had already spread them far
and wide through the Archipelago, and
the power and policy of their European
visitors, by breaking down their larger
settlements, contributed to scatter them
still wider, and to force them to form
still smaller establishments,wherever they
could escape their power and vigilance.

From this general account it will ap-
pear that the Malays may be divided into
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two clasees, agricultorsl and commcr-
dal. Ouor acquaintance with the latter
beiug more intimate, aod the opinion ge-
serally formed of the character of this
people having been taken from the mari-
time states, it may be sufficient, on the
present occasion, to advert to some pastic
calars in the conetitution of their govern-
ment, and to the habits and character of
the people who compose them.

‘The goverument of these states, which
are established in more or less power on
the different rivers on the eastern coast of
Samatra and on the Malay peninsuls, as
wellason the coast of Borneo and through-
out the smaller islands, is founded on prin-
dples entirely feudal. A high respect is
paid to the person and family of the prince,
who usually traces bis descent through a
long line of ancestors, generally originat-
ing, on the Malayan side, from Menangka-
bau or Johor, and pot unfrequently, on
the Mahomedan side, from the descen-
dants of the prophet. The nobles are
chiefs at the head of a numerous train of
dependants, whose services they com-
mand. Their civil institutions and inter-
nal policy are & mixturs of the Mabome-
dan with their own more ancient and
peculiar customs and usages, the latter of
which predeminate: in the privcipal
states they are collected in an ill-digested
code, but in the inferior establishments
they are trusted to tradition.

The Malays are distinguished, not only
by the high respect they pay to ancestry
and nobility of descent, and their entire
devotion to their chiefs and the cause
they undertake, but by a veneration and
reverence for the experience aud opinions
of their elders. They never enter on an
enterprize without duly weighing its ad-
vantages and consequences ; but, when
ouce embarked in it, they devote them-
selves to its accomplishment. They are
spariog of their labour, and are judicious
in its application ; but, when roused into
action, are not wanting io spirit and en-
thusiasm. In their commercial dealings
they are keen and speculative, and a spirit
of gambling is prevalent, but in their gene-
ral habits they are far from penurious.

With a knowledge of this character,
we %nay fied, in the circumstances in
which they have beea placed, some ex-
cuse for the frequent piracies, and the
practice of * running a-muck,” with
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which they have 3o often and justly been
accused. That European pelicy which
first destroyed the independence of their
more respectable states, aud suhsequently
appropriated to itself the whole trade of
the Archipelago, left them without the
means of bonest subsistence, while, by
the extreme severity of its tortures and
punishments, it drove them to a state of
desperation. Thus piracy became ho-
nourable ; and that devotion wbich, on
another occasion, would have been calied
& virtue, became a crime.

Of the Javans a higher estimate may
be formed : though wanting in the native
boldness and euterprize of character which
distinguishes the Malays, they bave many
qualities in common with them, but bear
deeper traces of foreign infinence, and,
at the present period at least, stand much
higher in the scale of civilization. They
are almost exclusively agricultural ; aud
in the extraordinary fertility of their
country they find sufficient inducements
to prefer a life of comparative ease and
comfort within their own shores, to one
of enterprize or hazard beyond them.
The causes which have coutributed to
their present improved state are various ;
and, however interesting, it would swell
this paper beyond its due limits to enter
on them,

‘The Madurese, who inhabit the neigh-
bouring island, are distinguished for more
spirit and enterprize ; but the people in
that quarter who more peculiarly at-
tract our interest are those of Bali, an
island lying immediately east of Java,
and who, at the present day, exhibit
the extraordiuary fact of the existence of
an independent Hindoo government in
this remote quarter of the east. It was
in this island that, on the establishment
of Mahomedanism in Java in the Afteenth
century, the Hindoos who adhered to
their original faith took refuge, where
they bave preserved the recollection of
their former greataess, and the records
and form of their religion. This island,
no part of which has ever been subjected
to European authority, contaius with
Lombok, immediately adjoining, a popn-
lation not far short of a million. The
shores are unfavourable to commerce, and
the people have not hitherto been much
inclined to distant enterprize. The island
itsclf has long beeu subjected to all the
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horrors of an active slave trade, by which
meaus its inhabitants have been distri-
buted among the European settlements.
A more honest commerce, however, has
been latterly attracted to it; and both
Bugguese aud Chinese have formed small
establishments in the principal towns.
In their personal character, they are re-
markable for a high independence and
impatience of controul, A redundant
population, added to the slave trade, has
separated them into various states, which
arc generally at war with each other.

In the island of Celebes we find the
people of a still more enterprizing cha-
racter : the elective form of their govern.
ment offers a singular anomaly among
Asiatic states, and is not the least pecu-
liar of their institutions. The Bugguese
are the most adventurous traders of the
Archipelago ; to every part of which they
carry their speculations, and even extend
them to the coast of New Holland. They
are remarkable for fair dealing and the
extent of their transactions. They were
converted to Mahomedanism at a much
Iater period than either the Javans or
Malays, and ‘not generally till after the
arrival of the Portuguese in the sixteenth
century. This island contains an exten-
sive population; but its interior and
north-western provinces are but little
known, and are inhabited by the same
description of uncultivated people as are
fouud in the interior of Borneo and the
larger islands to the eastward.

Of the population of the Moluceas it
may be remarked, that they are, for the
most part, Christiang of the Lutheran
persuasion. The magnitude and impor-

tance of Borneo more peculiarly attracts

our attention. Malay settlements are
formed on its principal rivers, and exten-
sive colonies of Chinese have established
themselves in the vicinity of the Gold
Mines, a short distance inland ; but the
interior of the island is yet unkoown.
Various estimates of its population have
been formed, but the data are too uncer:
tain to be depended upon. The tribes
which inhabit the interior differ much in
character, but the majority appear to be
agricultural, and a race of people who
might be easily improved and clvilized.
Others, again, are extremely barbarous 3
and it must be admitted, that the prac-
tice of man-hunting, for the purpose of
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obtaining the heads of the victims, is too
frequent throughout. Of this latter de-
scription are various tribes still inhabiting
the interior of Celebes, Ceram, and Ge-
lolo, wusually known by the name of
Harafuras or Alfoors.

If we add to the above the population
of the Philippines, which is not estimated
at less than three millions, Magindanao
and the Soolo Archipelago, the Battas and
other interior tribes of Sumatra, and
the woolley - headed race occasionally
found on the peninsula and the larger
islands, and more exteusively established
in Papua or New Guinea, eome idea
may be formed of the ex:ient and .nuture
of the varied population of this interes-
ting Archipelago. But the numerous
Chinese settlers who now form a consi-
derable portion of this population, and
who have given a stimulus to the judus-
try of its inhabitants, must not be passed
over in silence. In the island of Java the
number of these settlers is not less than
100,000 ; a similar number is to be found
Ju Siam ; in Borneo they are still more
numerous, and they are to be met with
in every-well regulated state. The valu-
able gold mines of the latter island have
offered a powerful jnducement to their
establishment : they are worked stmost
exclusively by Chinese ; and an extensive
population of Dayaks from the interior
are rapidly extending cultivation in their
vicinity. There seems to be no limits to
the increase of Chinese on this island ¢
the redundaunce of population in the
mother country, the constant intercourse
which exists with it, and the induce-
ments afforded for colonization in a
new sofl, where, in addition to agricul-

- tural and commercial resources, the pro-

duce of gold and diamonds appears to be
only proportioned to the labour employed,
are such, that to a speculating and indus-
trions people like the Chinese, they must
continue to operate in spite of political
restrictions and partial exactious. It
deserves rewark, that, of all the inhabi-
tants of the Archipelago, the Chinese,
as well from their assimilating more with
the customs of Europeans than the native
Mahomedans as from their habits of obe-
dience and submission to power, arduni-

" formly found to be the most peaceable

and improveable.
(To be continued.)
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’ Ac Saloowah,

Kallippahs of Sa-
loomah ;

}'mno $
Chaya,

G otan, 2 Allas:
At Manna,
.Maharamat Pangerang Ra-
jab Kalippah,
Manua Diesun Dywa,
‘Lameh Pangerang Purbo,
Manna Dusun Gedoong
Augoong,
Lemar Panderang, NalaJa-
Bencasuan, Dusuo
, Buudar, Paunde-
rang, Rata, Baucaunan,
Dusan Tingers,
Balah Dupatty chap Pangarasoo, }
Seto Dupatty Callippah Pecno, Peeno;

Milelo Paugerang Bun-
dar Aug..oug, } Padang Gooclue 3

Pavgerang, Tasjang, Dal- | Pasummahs’
lam, . Kadoolang do.

Jaman,
Swara,
* Macbao,

Rajah Khallippah,

Laxan Negree,

Dupatty S|
-_- Chaya,

Manna;

Bancaanaun:

On the Advaniage of affording the Means of

[Mazce,

Eight cldefs at Cawoor, incleding
Luar : Bentuan, and Leau,

Dupatty L.ubec, Gubnung ("Smait and re-

at Lubees, Gunaug, cent Pasam-

Rajah Mas at Napalam,
ments.

All persons residing within the districts
under Saloomah and Manos, who may
not be included under the authority of
the above chiefs, are to be cousidered as
immediately subordiuate to the officers of
division. These inclade the Bazars 3 and
at Manuoa, the people who have receatly
seceded from the Manna chiefs, with the
permission of government; also at Sa-
loomah, the Bugguess establishments in
those districts.

The above arrangements for the out-
statious to take effect from the lst of
June next, or as soon after as the respee-
tive chiefs cun arrive at their several
stations.

By order of the Hon. the Licutenaat
Governor, )

(Signed,) W. R. JENNIXGS,
Secretary.

"ON THE ADVANTAGE
OF APFO° DING THE
MEANS or EDUCATION 1o TR INHABITANTS or Tae FURTHER EAST.

(Concluded from page 124.)

Fron the review now taken it will be
seen how varied .is the population of this
Archjpelago, both.in character and ewm-
pleyments, and that it consists bath of
agricultural and commercial classes, of
different ranks in the scale of each, from

the wildest tribes who seek a precarious-

subsistence in their woods and forests, to
the civilized Javan who has drawn forth
the riches of his unequalled soil, and
made it the granary of these jslands : and
from the petty trader who collects the
scattered produce of the interior, to the
Chinese capitalist who receives it from
them, aund disperses it again to more dis-
tant regions. Situated between the rich
and populous continents of China on the
one hand, and India on the other, and
furnishing to Europe the means of an ex-
tensive commerce, the demand for the
produce of those islands is unfailing, and
that produce is ouly limited by the extent
of the population. By means of the va-
‘riety of its tribes, their intermixture and

connection with each other,and the ac-
cessible nature of the coasts, washed by
the smoothest seas in the world, while
large and navigable rivers open communi-
cation with the interior, the stimulus of
this commerce i3 propagated in successive
waves through the whole, and the iuex-
haustible resources of the country are
drawn forth in a manner, and to an ex-
tent, that could not otherwise have been
obtained. Each is dependant on the other,
and receives and communicates a portion
of the general activity, Thus the savage
and intractable Batta collects and fur-
nishes the camphor and beujamin, the
spontaneous produce of his woods; the
equally barbarous Dayak and wild Hara-
fura ransacks the bowels of the earth for
its gold and its diamonds ; the inhabitant
of Soolo seeks for the pearl beneath the
waters that surround him, aud others
traverse the shores for the tripang or sea-
slug, or descend into its rocky caverns for
the Chinese luxury of birds’ nests, As.
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ceading from  these, we find -the more
civilized Samatran, whoee agriculture is
yet rude, empleyed in the raising of pep-
per ; the aative of Moluccas in the culture
of the nutmeg and the clove; the still
higher Juran and Siamese, besides thelr
abuudaut harvests of rice, supplying Eu-
vope with their coffee aud sugar, aod all
impelled and set in motion by the spirit
of commerce. Not less varied are the
people who collect this produce from all.
these different quarters, till it is finally
shipped for Europe, India, and China,
fron the petty bartering; trader who
Wrings it from the interior to the ports
and mouths of the rivers, the Malay who
conveys it from port to port, the more
advesturons Bugguese, who sweeps the
remote shores to comcentrate their pro-
duce at the emporia, to the Chinese mer-
chast who sends Lis junks laden with this
accumulated prodace to -be dispersed
throsgh the empire of China, and fur-
nishes Europeans with the cargoes of
their ships. Through the same diverg-
ing chanuels are agaio circulated the ma-
ufactares of India and Europe, and thus
a constant intercourse and circulation s
maintained throsgh the whole. How
much this intercourse is facilitated by the
nature of the countries, broken into innu-
merable islands, may be readily conceived,
and the vastness of the ficld may be infer-
red from the extent to which its commerce
has actually been carried, under every dis-
advantage of monopolizing policy, and of
Insecurity of person and property, by which
the condition of the people has been de-
pressed and their increase prevented.
When we consider that they are placed at
the very threshold of China, a country
overflowing with an enterprizing and in-
dustrious population, anxious and eager
to settle wherever security and protection
is afforded, that it is this people who hiave
chiefly contributed to maintain and sup-
port the energies of the uative population,
and have diffused the stimulus of their
own activity wherever they have settled,
and that protection only is wanted to ace
cumulate them in any numbers, to create,
it may be said, a second China, the re-
sources and means of this extraordinary
Archipelago will appear without limits.
Viewed in this light, Borueo and the
Eastern Islands may become to China,
what America is already to the nations of
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Earope. The superabandant aud over-
flowing population of Chiva, affords an
almosat inexhaustible source of colonizh~
tion, while the new aud fertile soil of
these islands offers the means of imme-
diate and plentifal subsistence to any num-
bers who may settle in them. How ra-
pidly, under such circumstances, these
colonies may increase in population,
where the climate is at least as congenial
to the Chinese as that of America to Eu-
ropeans, may be readily conceired from
the experience which the latter has
affirded. The wealth of their mines,
and the extent of their owa native popu-
lation, added to the greater proximity of
China, are advantages which were not en-
joyed by America, and must contribute to
accelerate the progress of colonization.

A scene like this caanot be viewed with
jndifference by the philosophic and con-
templative mind. The diversified form in
which the humsn character is exhibited,
the new and original features which it
displays,and the circumstances which bave
restrained or accelerated the develope-
ment of our nature in these extensive
and remote regions, offer seurces of almost
jnexhaustible enquiry and research, while
the ‘obscurity which darkens: the origin
and early history of the people, the pecu~
Jarity of their languages, lans and cus-
toms, and the vestiges which remain of a
higher state of the arts and of learning,
offer in a literary and scientific view pur-
sufts of no less interest than importance.
Placed, as we shall be, iu the very cen
tre of this Archipelago, the life and soul
of its extensive commerce, and maintain-
ing with its most distaut parts, and with
the adjacent continent, & constant and
rapidly increasing intercourse, the means
are afforded to us, above all other nations,
of prosecuting these studies with facility
and advantage.

We here find haman nature at its lowest
point in the woolly-headed savage, who
roams his woods in absolute nakeduess,
deriving a precarious subsistesice from
roots and fish, and with uo other habita~
tion than a cavern or a tree ; we can trace
the progress of improvement in those
whose agriculture is yet in its infancy,
who clear a portion of their woods by
fire, and take a contingency out of it by
planting a little rice in the soil thus en-
riched by the ashes. We dwell, with



more ploastre, on these rich tracts of
cuitivation which adern the slopes of the
ceatral districts of Java and Sumatra,
where the mountain torrent is arrested in
its ceurse, and made to flow over, and
fertilize swccessive terraces, on which
abandant harvests are reaped. We shall
moet with states that have risen by com-
moerce to wealth aad eminence, and have
mow sank since ber soil has been diee
played en other shores. To the historiaw
amd the antiquarian, the field here pre-
scuted §s unbounded. The laster will
trace in the lamguages and monuments
the origin and early history of these in-
teresting people : he will fiml the Malayan
tangaage diffused wnder various modifica+
tions, frem) Madagascar on the coast of
Afriea § to the islauds of the Pacific he
will find it connected with Hindeism, by
an influx of Sansecrit words, and will tracs
the effects of subsequent coaversiom in an
acoession of Arabic terms. In their aus
cient menumeuts aud insoriptions, be will
find proofs of the existence of the faith
of Brama or of Boudh ; @ad of their great-
ness a8 nations, in the magnitude of their
semains, He will find temples and sculp-
tares which rival in grandeur and extent
those of comtinental India, and through
the mists of tradition will discover the
faint light of glories that have past away,
He will find languages of singular pecfecy
tion amd richaess that are no longer un-
derstood, except by the learned ; in short
bhe will find abundant proof of a former
high state of civilization from which they
bave fallen. The causes of this declen-
siem, the vicissitudes they have nnder-
gous, and their history in more modern
times, when the progress of the Mussul.
wan faith and of European arms over-
tureed and threw juto confusion the an-
ehens order of things, are subjects not less
interesting than untouched. Three oen-
taries of intercourse bave given but little
information wpon these and other inter-
esting points. War or commerce has
hitherto absorbed the attention of those
who have visited these regions, with
some exceptions, which have ratherscrved
to excite than to gratify curiosity. Late
years have been more fertile, and have
opened the way to farther enquiries, and
the spirit which bas been awakened should
not be suffered to sleep.

It would be endless to point out the
desiderata which yet remain to be sup-
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piied, or the subjects of interest which
yet remaln to be investigated. The oriv
gin of Bouddbism, as it may be traced in
Siam, aad particularly Laos, and othey
countries not yet visited by Europesns,
but with which a commercial intercourse
exists, is not the least of these. The ob«
jeets of science are uot less numeroaus, to
say nothing of the vast field which the
imwense empire of China opens to the
specalative mind. Through the means of
her native traders who frequent thess
seas, and are protected by our flag, we
have it in our power to prosecute the
most extensive researches, and to com-
municate as well as receive informationg
whiich may be reciprocally useful and ac-
ceptable. While us a manufacturing na«
tion we are compelled to supply this em-
pire with the raw produce of eur tersito-
ries, we cam never want au intarest.in
enquiring into the priuciples aud means
by which they are thus able to supersedo
us, even with the advantage of var an-
rivalled machinery. The Chisese mind
itself, the literatare and character of this
extraordivary people, of whom so little iy
known that their place and raok in the
scale of civilization is yet usdetermined,
are questions which have long attracted
the attention of the Western world,
The current of their ideas, the mould of
their minds, and she whole beat and di-
rection of their powers differ so mach
from eur own, that an estimute of them
is no easy task. We find them dispers-
ing themselves abroad, and carrying with
them a spirit of euterprize and specula-
tion, combined with an industry aod-
prudence that makes them flourish and
acquire opulence wherever they settle,
Such is the e of enquiry open to the
philosopher ; but to him who I8 iuterested
in the cause of humanity, who thioks that
the diffusion of the humanizing arts is as
essential to the character of our nation as
the acquisition of power and wealth, and
that, wherever our flag is carried, it
should confer the beuefits of civilization
on those whom it protects, it will appear
no less important, that in proportion as
we extend the field of our own enquiry
and information, we should apply it to
the advantage of those with whom we
are connected, and endeavour to diffusé
among them the light of knowledge, and
the means of moral and intellectual im-
provement, .
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‘The object of our stations being con-
fined to the protection and encouragement
of a free and unrestricted commerce with
the whole of these countries, and our esta-
blishments being on this footing and priv-
ciple, no jealousy can exist where we
make our jnquiries. When the man of
science inquires for the mineral or vege-
table productions of any particular coun-
try, or the manuer in which the ficlds are
caltivated, or the miues worked, no mo-
tive will exist for witbholding informa-
tion ; bat if in return we are anxious and
ready to disseminate the superior know-
ledge we ourselves possess, how mnch
shall we increasc this readiness and desire
oo the part of the natives, and what may
ot be the extent of the blessings we may
in exchange confer on these extensive
regions. How noble the object, how te-
veficial the effects, to carry with our com-
merce the lights of instruction and moral
improvement; how much more exalted
the character in which we shall appear,
bow much more congenial to every British
feeling. By collecting the traditions of
the coantry, and affording the means of
imtruction to all who visit our stations,
we shall give an additional inducement
to general intercourse; while the mer-
cbant will parsue his gain, the represen-
tative of our government will acgnire a
higher character and morc general re-
spect, by devoting a portion of his time to
the diffasion of that kuowledge, and of
those principles, which form the happi-
vess and basis of all civilized society,
The native iuhabitant, who will be first
stracted by commerce, will iwbibe a re-
spect for our ijustitutions, and when he
finds that some of these are destined
exclusively for his own benefit, while he
applauds and respects the motive, he will
uot fail to profit by them. Oar civil in-
stitutions and political influence are cal-
calated to incrense the population and
wealth of these countiies, and cultivation
of mind seems alone wanting to raise
them to such a rank among the nations of
the world, as their geographical situation
aud climate may admit. And shall we,
who have been so favoured among other
nations, refuse to encourage the growth
of intellectual improvement, or rather
shall we not consider it one ¢f our first
duties to afford the means of education to
surrounding countries, and thus render
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our stations not only the seats of cow-
merce, but of literature and the arts?
Will not our best inclinations and feelings
be thus gratified, at the same time that we
are contributing to raise willions in the
scale of civilization ? It may be observed,
that in proportion as the people are civi-
lized, our intercourse with the islands
will become more general, more secure,
aud more advantageous ; that the native
riches of the countries which they inhabit
seem inexhaustible, and that the eventual
extent of our commerce with them must
congequently depend on the growth of in-
tellectua! improvement, and the extension
of woral principles. A knowledge of the
languages of these couutries, considered
on the most extensive scale, is essential
to all investigation ; and may not the ac-
quisition of these be pursued with most
advantage, in connection with some de-
fined plan for educating the higher orders
of the inhabitants? May not one object
mutually aid the other, and the interests

of philanthropy and literature be best-

consulted by making the advantages re-
eiprocal ?

There is nothing, perhaps, which dis-
tinguishes the character of these islanders
from the people of Tudia more than the
absence of inveterate prejudice and the
little influence Mahomcedanism has had

over their condact and mode of thinking. -

With them nelther civil nor religious in-
stitutions seem to staund in the way of im-
provement, while the aptness and solici-
tude of the people to receive instruction
is remarkable ; and in the higher classes
we often find a disposition to enjoy the
luxuries and comforts of European life,
and to assimilate to its munners and
conrtesies. The states more advanced in
civilization have embraced the Malome-
dai faith, which still coutinues to make
a slow progress throughout the Archipe-
lago. This faith was not introduced by
conquest, but by the gradual progress of
persuasion, exerted by active missionaries
on a simple and ingenuous people. It is
oun the Mussulman teachers alone that
they are at present dependant for instruc-
tion ; but these are now comparatively
few, and of an iuferior order; many of
them little better than manamitted slaves,
though assuming the titles of Seids and
Sheiks. When we consider that the
whole of the Archipelago is left open to
Vor. XI. 2 G
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the views and schemes of these men,
that they promise the joys of paradise in
recompense of the slight ceremony of cir-
cumcision, and fo this world exemption
from the paius of slavery, to which all
anbelievers are liable, we may account
for the facility with which conversion is
still effected, and the little impression it
makes on the pevple. Iustitutions of the
pature of colleges were formerly main-
tained by the native princes of Bautam,
and in the interior of Java and Sumatra,
particularly at Menangkabau, to which
latter a visit was considercd only less we-
ritorious than a pilgrimage to Mecca.
These colleges have disappeared with the
power of the native government which
supported them, and thelir place is very
imperfectly supplied by the iuferior and
illiterate priests who are settled amoug
them. The want of an institution of this
natare has long been felt and complained
of by the higher orders, and a desire has
even been expressed of sending their chil-
dren to Bengal; bat the distance, and
want of meaus to defray the expense, has
generally prevented them from doiog so.
In an instance, however, in which this has
taken place, we shall find evidence of the
capacity of the people to recelve instruc-
tion, and are able to form some estimate
of the degree of improvepent to which
they might attain, if similar advantages
were enjoyed by all. Shortly after the
conquest of Java, two sons of the regent
of Samarang were sent to Beugal, where
they remained only two years, but re-
turned to their native country not only
with a general knowledge of the English
language, but versed in the elements of
general history, science, and literature.
The rapid progress made by these youths,
not only in these attainments, but in their
manners, habits, and principles, has been
the surprize and admiration of all who
have koown them. It may be observed
generally,with regard to Mahomedanism in
the eastern islands, that although the more

respectable part of the population pay

some attention to its forms as the esta-
blished religion of the country, they are
far more attached and devoted to their
ancient traditions and customs, insomuch
that in most of the states the civil code
of the Koran is almost uoknowan. In
many of the countries which have not yet
embraced Mahomedanism, such as those
of the Battas and other interior tribes of
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Sumatra, the islainds atong its western
coasts and the dayaks of Borneo, it is dif-
ficult to say what are their religious teets.
Faint traces of Hinduism are occasionally
discovered, blended with local and original
ideas ; and it has even Leen questioned
whether some of them have any religion
at all, R

The inducements and facilitics which
are thus affcrded, suggest the advantage
and necessity of forming, under the im-
mediate controul and superintendence of
Governmeut, an institution of the natare of
8 native college, which shall enibrace not
only the object of educating the higher
classes of the native population, but at the
same time that of affording instruction to
the officers of the Company in the native
languages, and of facilitating onr more ge-
peral researches into the history,condition,
and resources of these countries.

An institution of this kind, formed on a
simple but respectable plan, woald be
hailed ‘with satisfaction by the native
chiefs, who, as far as their immediate
means admit, may be expected to contri-
bute to its support ; and a class of intelli-
gent patives who would be employed as
teachers would always be at the command
and disposal of Goverument. The want of
such a class of men has long been felt, and
is, perhaps, in a considerable degree owing
to the absence of any centre or seat of
learning to which they could resort.

The position and circumstances of Sin-
gapura point it out as the most eligible
situation for such an establishment. Its
central situation among the Malay states,
and the commanding influence of its com-
merce, render it a place of general aod
convenient resort, while in the minds of
the natives it will always be associated
with their fondest recollections, as tbe
seat of their ancient government, before
the influence of a foreign faith had shaken
those insititutions for which they still
preserve so hich an attachment and re-
verence., ‘The advantage of selecting a
place thus hallowed by the ideasof a re-
mote antiquity, and the veneration attach-
ed to its ancient line of kings, from whom
they are still proud to trace their descent,
must be obvious.

The objects of such an institution may
be briefly stated as follows :—

First. ‘I'o educate the sons of the higher
order of natives.

Secondly, To afford the means of in-
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Straction in the pativeJdanguages to such
of the Company’s servants and others as
may desire it.

Thirdly. To collect the scattered lite-
rature and traditions of the country, with
whatever may illustrate their Jaws and
customs, and to publish and circulate in
a correct form the most important of
these, with such other works as may be
calculated to raise the character of the in-
stitation, and to be useful or instructive to
the people,

In order to embrace these objects, it
will be sufficient, iu the first instance, that
an European superintendant and assistant,
with three npative professors or head
teachers, and a few native assistants,
should be appointed to conduct the duties.
Hereafter, as the institution becomes
more generally known, and its advantages
felt, an extension of this establishment
may become necessary. The immediate
expenses may be estimated not to exceed
two thousand rupees per month, and ten
thousand rupees for the construction of
an appropriate building.

In the formation of the establishment
the utmost simplicity will be necessary,
aswell with a view to economy as with
reference to the character and circumstan-
¢es of the people. The rules for its inter-
nal discipline will be few and obvious,
and the means of exciting emulation such
a3 may be best suited to the condition of
the students. The establishment propos-
ed will include a native professor in each
of the three principal languages, Malay,
Bugies and Siamese, with an assistant in
each department, and four extra teachers
in the Chinese, Javan, Burman and Pali
languages. . The course of education will
be the acquirement of such of the above
languages as the students may select, to-
gether with Arabic, to which the same
professors will be competent ; and in the
bigher classes, the Roman character and
English language will be taught, together
with such elementary branches of general
knowledge aud history as their capacity
and inclination may demand. The extra
number of moonshees are intended to
afford instruction to the Company’s ser-
vaats and others, and it will be the duty
of the superiutendant and uative profes-
sors to form the collections, and carry in-
to effect the third and last object, under
such directions as they may from time to
time receive.
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The more immediate effects which may
be expected to resalt from an institution
of this nature have already been pointed
out, and are such us will readily suggest
themselves. Native schools on the Lan-
castrian  plan have already been esta-
blished at some.of our stations, and may
be expected to spread in various direc-
tions. Cannected with these, an institution
of the nature now proposed is calculated
to complete the system, and by affording
to the higher classes a participation in the
general progress of improvement, to raise
them in a corresponding degree, and thus
preserve and cemcnt the natural relations
of society. After what has been said, it
is needless to enlarge on the more obvious
and strikivg advantages which must rc-
sult from the general diffusion of know-
ledge among a people 8o situated. The
natural and cerfain effect must be the im-
provement of their condition, aud a can-
sequent advaucement in civilization and
happiness. The weakness of the chiefs
is an evil which has been long felt and
acknowledged in these countries, and to
cultivate and improve their intellectual
powers seems to be the most effectuai re-
medy. They will duly appreciate the be-
nefit conferred ; and while it must inevi-
tably tend to attach them more closelyto
us, we shall find our recompense in the
stability of their future authority, and the
general security and good order which
must be the result.

There are, however, some results of a
more distant and speculative nature, which
it is impossible to pass over unmnoticed.
These relate more particularly to the even-
tual abolition of slavery, the modification
of their more objectionable civil institu-
- tions, particularly those relating to debts
<8.1d marriages, and the discoutinuance of
‘the horrid practices of cannibalism and
man-hunting, but too prevalent smong
some of the more barbarous tribes, as the
Battas and Altoors.

It is almost unnecessary to state, that
slavery is not only tolerated and ac-
knowledged by the Malay law, but, until
recently, it was openly encouraged by the
chief European authority in these seas.
Batavia for the last two centuries has
been the principal and fatal mart to which
the majority were carried, and the islands
of Bali, Celebes, and Nias, are the coun-
trdes whence the supplies were principally
procured. Many thousands of the victims
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of this lawless traffic were anuually ob-
tained in much the same manner as on the
coast of Africa, aud the trade has always
been a very profitable one, and the priaci-
pal support of piracy. While the British
were in possession of Java, the act of pare
liament declaring the trade felony on the
part of its owa subjects was made a co-
lonial law; this prohibition does not ap-
pear to have been repealed, and much be.
nefit may be anticipated from the Bata-
vian Government not sanctiouiug the
. practice by its authority. But when we
consider the extent and varied juterests
- of the Archipelago, the number of slaves
still in Java, and the right which every
Mahomedan exercises, according to his
ability, of converting or reducing to sla-
very every unbeliever e meects with, the
extent of the population still unconverted,
‘and the sanctiou given s slavery by the
Malay custom, we can only look for the
complete remedy of the evil by the exten-
sion of our influence among the native
states, and the effects which a better edu-
_cation may produce on the chiefs.
Throughout the greater part of the
eastern states, the Mahomedan law has
never been adopted in its full extent. In
“some it has been blended with the original
customs aund institutions, and in others
not introduced at all. The laws regarding
debts and marriages are peculiarly illus-
trative of this; and bowever in priuciple
they may hare been applicable to a former
state of soclety, are now in practice found
to be in many places highly oppressive, and
injurious to the Increase of population.
This fact is fully exemplified in the vici-
nity of Bencoolen, where a large portion
of the population is reduced to a state
little better than that of actual slavery on
accouat of debts, and fully one-fourth of
the marriageable females remain in a state
_ of celibacy, from tbe obstacles which their
customs oppose to marriage. The former
arises from the custom which gives the
creditor an unlimited right over the ser-
vices of the debtor for any sum, however
. small ; in many cases the family aud rela-
tions of the debtor are further liable in
the same manner. In the case of mar-
riage, it may be observed, that the daugh-
ters are considered to form a part of the
_ property of the father, and are ounly to be
purchased from him by the suitor at a
price exceeding the usual means of the
men. The effects of education may be
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expected to be felt'in the gradual modi fi-
cation and improvement of these instita-
tions, especially if aided by our influence
and example, However attached the na-
tives may be to the principles on which
these iustitutions are founded, experieance
has proved that they are by no means un-
willing to modify them in practice, on
couviction that they are injurious iv ten-
dency. fn a recent instance, they readily
agreed to lower the price paid for wives,
on the advantage of such a measure being
urged and explained to them.

On the subject of thie barbarous prac-
tices alluded to as common among the
wilder tribes, it way be sufficient for the
present purpose to state, that the Battas,
a numerous people, having a language and
written character peculiar to themselves,
and inhabiting a large portion of the
northern part of Sumatra, are universally
addicted to the horrid practice of devour-
ing the flesh of their enemies whow they
take in battle, and that many tribes of the
dayaks of Borneo, and the Alfoors of the
further East, are addicted to the practice
of mau-huuting, solcly for the purpose of
presenting the bleeding head as an offering
to their mistresses. A man is considered
honourable according to the number of
heads he has thus procured ; and, by the
custom of the country, such an offering is
an indispensable preliminary to marriage.
It is not to be expected that our schools
will have any direct or immediate influ-
ence on people where such practices are
prevalent, but indirectly and eventually,
as the chiefs of the more civilized atates
in their neighbourhood acquire power and
stability, they may be expected gradually
to be brought under their influence, and
subjected to the restraints of a better
state of society.

From this it will appear how- much
more extensive are the advantages to be
obtained from educating the higher c'asses,
to whom alone we can look for effectually
promotiug the progress of improvement
among the lower orders, and for extend-
ing the benefits of civilization to the bar-
barous tribes, who would otherwise be
entirely beyond the sphere of our influ~
ence, than could be obtained from any
scheme which should reverse the order,
and commence instruction from the bot-
tom rather than the top of the scale. In
every country, the lights of knowledge
and improvement have commenced with
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the higher orders of soclety, and have
been diffased from thence dowuwards,
No plan can be expected to succeed which
shall reverse this order, and attempt to
propagate them in an opposite direction,
and more especially in countries where
the influsnce of the chiefs, from the na~
ture of the government, must always be
considerable.

In affording to such of the Chinese as
are settled in the islands a participation in
the benefits of this institution, the richer
classes are particularly adverted to. Many
of these, if not possessed of the advan-
tages of birth, have raised themselves, by
their talents, to opulence, and a respecta-
ble ravk in socicty. These men at pre-
sent frequently send their sons to China
for education, for want of an fnstitation
of this natare, which would supersede the
Decessity, A vecent establishment of the
kind has been formed at Malacca, under
the superintendance of an eulightened
missionary, and a branch of it is already
extended to Sincapore. [t has been at-
tended with considerable success; but
maust necessarily be limited in its opera-
tion by its more immediate and direct
connection with the object of religious
couversion. ‘The rapld acquisition of the
Chinese language, which has been the
cfhsequence of this establishment, and
the numerous tracts which have lssued
from its press in that language, give the
institution much interest ; and the means
which have thus been afforded of opening
what may be termed a literary intercourse
with this peculiar people, are gradually
increasing. ‘The advantage of extending
the plan on a broader and more general
principle, is acknowledged by those under
whom it is cenducted ; and they may be
expected, if not to combine their labours
with the plan now proposed, at least to
give it all the aid in their power. The
expense of this branch of the institution
will probably be borne principally by the
Chinese themselves, who are wealthy
tsough to do so, and are sufficiently
aware of the advautages of education.

Having now shewn the extent and ob-
jects of the proposed institation, the field
presented for its operation, and polnted
out some of the advantages which may be
expected to result, it will he sufficlent, in
conclusion, to remark, that the progress
of every plaa of Improvemeat, on the basie
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of edueation, must be slow and gradual 3
its effects are silent and unobtrusive, and
the present generation will probably pass
away before they are fully felt and appre-
ciated. Few patioos have made much
advance in civilization by their own unas-
sisted endeavours, and none have risen
suddenly from barbarism to refinement.
The experience of the world informs us,
that education affords the only means of
effecting any considerable amelioration, or
of expauding the powers of the human
mind. In estimating the results of any
scheme of the kind, the advantages must
always be, in a great measure, speculative,
und dependant on the concurrence of a
variety of circnmstances which cannot be
foreseen. This is admitted to apply with
its fall force to the institution in question;
bat when it is cousidered, that edacation
affords the only reasonable and eflicient
means of improviug the condition of those
who are so much lower than ourselves in
the scale of civilization 3 that the want of
this improvement is no where more sen-
sibly felt than in the ficld before us; and
that the proposed plan has the double ob-
ject of obtaining iuformation ourseives,
and affording instruction tu others, it will
be allowed to be at least calculated to
assist in objects which are not only im-
portant to our national interests, but ho-
norable and consistent with our national
character. The outlay proposed is mo-
derate, when considered even with refe-
vence to the immediate advantages, to say
nothing of those which are of a more re-
mote and speculative nature, One single
family of rank raised into Importance and
energy by means of the proposed institu-
tion, may abundantly repay oar labour, hy
the establishment of a better order of socie-
ty in its neiehbourhood, by the example it
may set, and by the resources of the coun-
try it may develope. Weare not plodding
on a barren soil ; and while the capacity
of the people for improvement is acknow-
ledged, the inexhaustible riches of the
country are no less universally adwitted.
1f we cousider, also, that it is ina great
measure to the influence of Europeans,
and to the ascendancy they have acquired
in these seas, that the decline of the peo-
ple in wealth and civilization is to he as-
cribed, and that the same causes have
contributed to take away the means of in-
struction they formerly possessed, it is
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almost an act of duty and justice to en-
deavour to repair the injury done them.
The British influence in these seas is
already hailed as bringing freedom to com-
merce, and support to the independance
of the native states ; aud shall we not
also afford them the meaus of reaping the
fruits of these blessings? Of what use
will it be to protect the persons and raise
the wealth and independence of these
people, if we do pot also cultivate and ex-
‘pand their minds in the same proportion.
Besides the inducements of humanity,
besides the cousideration of what is due
to owr natioual character, shall we nut
best preserve the tranquillity of these
countries, and the freedom and safety of
our own intercourse, by improving their
moral and inteliectual condition ? shall
we not bind them to us by the firmest of
ali ties, and build an empire on the rock
of opivion, where we neither wish nor
seek for it on auy pther principle 2

It may be urged, that the institution
bere proposed is too limited in its ex-
tent, and too inadequate in its means, to
embrace the vastness of the objects con-
templated. It may be said, is the im-
provement of so many millious of the hu-
man race to be effected, and the light of
knowledge diffused over such extensive
regions, by means #o simple? The ob-
jection is in some respects just ; an esta-
blishment on a much more extended scale
would certainly have been desirable, but
many obstacles have presented themselves
to the immediate adoption of any very ex-
pensive plan,

The object has been to bring it to the
very lowest scale consistent with efficiency,
in order to avoid the chance of failure
were too much attempted in the heginning.
Voluutary endowments are what such in-
stitutions mast depend on for support ;
bat it bas appeared unadvisable to com-
mence a plaa of tbis kiud in a remote
quarter of the world, where its advan-
tages are not yet fully comprehended, on
any uncertain calculation which might
risk its success. A centre or nucleus is
wanting, which shall be placed ou a fuoting
beyond the reach of contingencies or acci-
dents; aud the support of Government is
necessary in thetirst iustauce, to give sta-
bility and security to the jufant iostitu-
tion ; this once established, there can be
. little donbt of its extension, in proportion

as the benefits become more sud more ap-
parent. The noblest jnstitutions of man-
kind have arisen from small beginnings ;
apd where the principles are sound and
the benefits of unequivocal application,
such a commencement is perhaps better
than one of more boastful pretensione.

‘The object at present has been with the
Jeast pretension to commence an institu-
tion which slall contigue to grow and ex-
tend itself io proportion to the beunefit it
aflfords ; a situation bas been chosen the
most advautageous for this purpose, from
wheuce, as a ceutre, its influence may be
diffused and its sphere gradually extend-
ed, until it at lenzth embrace even the
whole of that wide field whose nature has
already been shewn, That it will spread,
may be considered almast beyond a doubt ;
we know the readiness and aptoess of the
penple to receive instruction; we know
that they have had similar iustitutions of
their own in happier and more prosperous
times, and that they now lament the want of
them, as not the smallest of the evils that
has attended the fall of their power. It
is to Britain alone that they cau look for
the restoration of these advantages; she
is now called upon to lay the foundation
stone, and there is little doubt that, this
once done, the people themselves will
largely contribute to rearing and cgm-
pleting the edifice.

But it is not to remote and speculatire
advantages that the effect of such an in-
stitution will be confined ; while the en-
lightened plilanthropist will dwell with
pleasure on that part of the prospect, the
immediate advautages will be found fully
proportionate. To afford the means of
justruction jin the native languages to
those who are to administer our affairs,
and watch over our Intercsts in such ex-
teusive regions, is surely mo trifling or-un-
important object. In promoting the inte-
rests of literature and science, not less will
be its effect; to Bengal, where inquiries
into the literature, history and customs of
oriental nations have been prosecuted
with such success, and attended with such
important resalts, such an institution will
prove a powerful auxiliary in extending
these inquiries among the people of the
further East. Mauy of the researches al-
ready begun can ouly be completed and
perfected on this soil, and they will be for-
warded on the present plan by collecting
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the scattered remains of the literatare of
these countries, by calling forth the litera-
1y spirit of the people, and awakening its
dormant energies. The rays of intellect,
now divided and lost, will be concentrat-
ed intoa focus, from whence they will be
again radiated with added Iustre, bright-
ened and strengthened by our superior
lights. Thus will eur stations not only
become the centres of ¢ommerce and its
luzuries, but of refinement and the liberal
arts, If commerce brings wealth to our
shores, it is the spirit of literature and
philanthropy that teaches us how to em-
ploy it for the uvoblest purposes. Itis
this that has made Britain go forth amoug
the nations, strong in her native might, to
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dispense blessings to all avound her. If
the time shall come when her empire
shall have passed away, these monuments
of her virtue will cudure when her tri-
umphs shatl have become an empty name.
Let it still be the boast of Britain to write
her name in characters of light ; let her
not be remembered as the tempest, whose
course was desolation, but as the gale of
spring, reviving the slumbering seeds of
mind, and calling them to life from the
winter of ignorance and oppression. Let
the sun of Britain arise on these islands,
not to wither and scorch them in fts Berce-
ness, but like that of her own genial skies,
whose mild and benignant influence is
hailed and blessed by all who feel its beams.

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NIZAM.
To the Editor of the Asiatic Journal.

Sz :—It has occurred to me
that it might be useful if some
short notices of the military esta-
blishment of the Nizam were pub-
lished for general information : I
therefore enclose some extracts
from a letter on that subject from
an officer of the East-India Com-

s army on the Madras esta-
lishment, which I will thank you
topublish in an early number of
your Journal,
I am your obedient servant,
A SUBSCRIBER.
London, 13th Jan, 1821.

] Jalnak, May 20, 1819,
My Dear —,

You ask me for information res-
pecting the Nizam's service, which,
you say, appears to be growing
into importance. I will give you
all I have been able to collect
about it. I have just returned
from ——, having made a run over
to —, From our ftiend — I
have derived most of the particu-
lars which I am about to relate
to you.

ou arfe sware that we have
risen, at the court of Hyderabad,
upon the ruins of the French;
and,that amongst ether good things

of theirs to which we have suc-
ceeded, the controul of a large
portion of the Nizam's military
establishment is by no means the
least considerable. For a long time
the troops on this portion of his
establishment were in the hands
of adventurers, picked-up, God
knows how, from the wandering
whites, or unemployed half-casts,
who are to be found, at all times,
on this vast continent. Whethet
they were of any use to the go-
vernment that paid them, seems to
be doubtful. I am satisfied with
finding, that they appear to have
committed no very great atrocities
during this period. Henceforward
we shall see them amending and
amended.

That portion of the Nizam’s
military establishment which is
placed under our cosntroul, con-
sists of the following branches =—

1st. The Berar Division.—
Lieut. George Sydenham, of ours,
was appointed to the charge of the
Nizam's troops in Berar some
time about 1809. You knew his
brother, and recollect how much
he was beloved. In addition to his
military situation, Sydenham soon
received an appointment to act as



