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140 The Establishment of Singapore.

sentiment to the style of Er<kine, was read by him as a quotation from Dr.
Johnson’s Tract on the lalkland Islands ? It is so notorious a common-
place, and has been so repeatedly quoted, that we are astonished that
Mr. Roscoe should have been unmindful of the source from which it was
taken.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF SINGAPORE.
To T Epirox.

Siz: The' widow of Sir T. Stamford Raffles having claimed the sole and
exclusive merit for her husband of having established the new and thriving
settlement of Singapore, I consider myself called upon to endeavour to prove
to the world that I had at least a large share in farming that establishment,
having recommended to Government, as far back as the year 1816, the forma-
tion of some new settlement in the Straits of Malacca to the eastward of that
town, and lying immediately in the track of our Indiamen and other ships
engaged in the China and eastern trade; and having, when commanding at
Malacca (previous to any treaty being formed by the Rajah of Johore with the
Netherlands government) obtained permission from the Rajah Mudah, or
viceroy of Rhio (executive governor of all the Johore dominions) to survey
the Carimon Islands in the Straits, for the express purpose of forming a new
settlement, on delivering up Malacca to the Dutch. Sir Stamford Raffles
happening to be present at Calcutta when Colonel Bannerman (then governor
of Penang) laid the project of forming a new settlement in the Straits of
Malacca before the Supreme Government ; and Sir Stamford being then about
to proceed as one of the commissioners to Acheen, had influence enough with
Lord Hastings to get the Supreme Government to appoint him to see the new
settlement formed; at the same time he was entrusted with a complimen-
tary lettet to me, hoping that circumstances would admit of my accompanying
him, in order to assume the government of the new establishment, at least
during its infancy. This letter Sir Stamford was himself the bearer of. I met
with him at Penang, when so far on my way home, and the question was at
that time discussed between us respecting the most advantageous site for the
projected settlement. The Carimon Islands appeared to me, from their situa-
tion in the direct tract of all ships passing up and down the Straits, to be the
most eligible situation. Sir Stamford, on the other hand, thought that thé
old Malay settlement of Johore, upon the peninsula, would be likely to offer
greater advantages. However, the Carimons were the first place we visited ;
and finding they did not afford such local advantages as were expected, we
proposed going on to view Johore; but I suggested to Sir Stamford, that it
night be advisable to stop at Singapore gn our way ; and having had communi~
cation with the Toomoongong, or Malay chief, who had established himself
there with four or five hundred followers, and finding the place would suit our
purpose better than what we had before seen, I proceeded on the following
day to Rbhio, for the purpose of endeavouring to obtain permission from the
Viceroy to form a new settlement there in place of the Carimon Islands, which,
after some difficulty, he so far acceded to as to say that, as far as he was con-
cerned, as governor of the dominions of Johore, he had no kind of objection,
but that he had already been obliged to sign a treaty with the Dutch, by which he
was restricted from granting permission to any European power to haye a footing
within any pact of the territory of Johore; but as he had, previous to the said
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treaty being signed, granted me permission to form a settlement upon the Cari-
mon Islands, he left us to use our own discretion in esublishing ourselves at
Singspore. To this place I forthwith returned ; and, in conjunction with Sir
Stamford Raffles, concluded and signed a treaty with the native chief then
present at Smgapore, the British flag was formally hoisted, and the island
taken possession of: Sir Stamford sailed the very mest day on his return to
Penang. Having stated these circumastances, I leave the public to judge whe-
ther Lady Raflles can fairly claim for her husband the sole and exclusive merit
of having formed the settlement of Singapore, s0 as to entitle her to style it
Ais settlement.

With respect to Malacea, Lady Rafles gives Sir Stamford credlt for having
laid the inhabitants under some particular obligation to him, whilst there for
the recovery of his health. Now I happened to be in command of Malacca at
the period alluded to ; and as Sir Stamford was at that time a guest of mine, it
would, one may conclude, in some way or other, have been brought to my
knowledge, if such an obligation had ‘actually existed. The truth is, that the
Dutch inhabitants forwarded, through me, a petition to Government respecting
the great hardship of their case, in being ordered to quit Malacca ; which peti-
tion was recommended by me to the most favourable consideration of Govern-
ment,in my letters of the 6th and 7th of February 1806, extracts of which are
hereto annexed.

“ 6th February 1808. The order contained in your letter of the 11th ultimo,
directing such of the Dutch inhabitants, as did not wish to proceed to Batavia
on their paroles of honour, to hold themselves in readiness to remove at the
shortest notice to Prince of Wales’s Island or Calcutta, has been communicated
to them, and has caused the greatest consternation and dismay throughout the
settlement.”

% 7th February 1806, I now beg you will be pleased to lay before the Board
the accompanying petition from such of the Dutch inhabitants as are solicitous
of - continuing at Malacca, and I take the liberty to recommend their general as
well as individual claims to the most favourable consideration of Government ;
and feel it my indispensable duty to add my best testimony to their peaceable
and uniformly regular conduct during the long period they have lived under the
protection of the British flag.

: (Signed) “ WiLLiau FaRQuAag,

“ To H. J. Pearson, Esq., “ Capt. commanding at Malacca.”

“ Sec. to Govt. of P. W, Island.”

With reference to the destruction of the fortifications at Malacca, I did every
thing in my power at the time to prevent that event taking place; but was ulti-
mately obliged to comply, in consequence of the very peremptory orders I
received from Government, which were accordingly carried into effect in the
year 1807. However, I took upon myself the responsibility of saving the
church and government-house, together with the principal public buildings,
although, up to the time I left Malacca, I never received the sanction of
Government for this measure ; so, without assuming more merit than falls to
my lot, I may fairly claim my share in having been the humble means of pre-
serving Malacca to this day as a settlement.

During the period Sir Stamford was employed at Malacca, as Lord Minto’s
agent, he obtained from me all the information I was able to collect respecting
the state of the island of Java, with its resources, defences, and military forces,
which formed a rather voluminous report, regularly signed' by ‘me, and" trans-
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mitted to Lotd Minto, together with a general map of the island, tkrough Sir
Stamford Raffles. The British force judged sufficient for its conquest was
also noticed, and the troops actually employed corresponded with what had
thus been recommended, within a very few hundred men : to these official docu-
ments reference may be had at this day, if thought necessary,

I shall conclude this statement by mentioning, that during the period I was
resident at Singapore, the settlement increased more rapidly in population and
commercial importance (under numerous disadvantages) than perhaps ever be-
fore took place in any other newly-formed establishment. 'Numerous Chinese
and other inhabitants of Malacca followed me to Singapore; and upon my
quitting it, in the latter end of 1823, the number of addresses, accompanied
by most honourable testimonials from the inhabitants, were quite sufficient and
highly gratifying proofs of their feeling themselves happy under my rule, and
the regret they felt at my departure for this country.

Iam, Sir, &c.
Wi, Farqunar, Col. EIC.S,

LAND TAX IN CHINA.»

Tae Chinese government divides the tax on land into three sorts. The first
and highest tax is on ponds, where the water-lily and other plants grow, and
also on fish-ponds. The second is on arable land; and the third is on land on
which houses stand. A Chinese mow, or acre, contains, according to some,
240 square paces; others say 360 square cubits. Lakes and ponds that are
cultivated (for so the phrase is), pay to government, including the expense of
collecting, seven mace two candareens.} They charge, moreover, six canda-
reens ] for a receipt on a bit of white paper. The ground-tax varies ac-
cording to the richness or poverty of the neighbourhood in which the houses
stand.

To collect the land-tax, government sends officers into the country, who
station themselves in village Halls of Ancestors, and thither summon the
farmers. These, however, generally appoint one of their own number, and
some respectable villager, to receive and pay the land-tax. There are, not-
withstanding, frequent delays, and force is had recourse to by those in au-
thority. No literary or other privilege prevents a man being arrested who
owes any part of the land-tax.

By law, a part of the tax is to be paid in kind ; but that practice in the
south of China is now entirely disused. When owners of land let out small
farms, as they very commonly do, the land-owner, not the farmer, is responsi-
ble to government.

The tax is divided into ten parts, and may be paid at different times. A
keu-jin graduate, who owes fourth-tenths, is punished by degradation to the
plebeian rank ; and a plebeian guilty of the same defalcation is punishable with
sixty blows. To owe seven-tenths subjects the keu.jin to degradation and
eighty blows; the plebeian to a month’s pillory and 100 blows. Inferior gra-
duates are subject to two months’ pillory.

Concerning the grain carried to Peking, defalcations are punished according
to the amount with blows, or with transportation, and in some cases with
death.

® From the Canton Register.  { Equal to somewhat less than five shillings. = § Aboutcd.



