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REVIEW OF BOOKS.

ms————

Ox the Trade to China and the In-
dian Archipelago ; with Observations
. on the Insecurity of the British Inte-
vests in that Quarter. By Charles
- Amey, Esq. late Secretary to the Go~
vernment of Java. Pp. 72. London,
1819,

- TrE pemphlet before us treats of
@ subject comparatively new to a

irge portion of the British public;
but it is a subject bighly important,
whether viewed in its political or
commercial bearings. As it affects
the trade of British India with the
Archipelago of the East, it embraces
interests of great moment. As con-
nected with t.e trade of Great Bri-
tain with China, and the countries
eastward of Sumatra and Java, it
involves considerations of such mag-
uitude, 1hat to discuss them as fully
a3 their importance demands would
far exceed the limits within which
we are necessarily obliged to confine
ourselves.

Mr. Assey, in,a perspicuous in-
troduetion, thus states bis object,

Itis d, in the following obser~
mm,w‘t.opo::k; a general viewgof the
comuerce of the Iudian Archipelago,
more especially amoug the native states
who are not auder the contrul of a foreign
power ; to consider iu how far that com-
merce muy be advantageous to this conn-
uy, both in extending the cousumption
of our staple manufactures, and in the
demand for the produce of those states in
the China market ; and at the same time
%0 poiut out the Insecurity of the preseut
trade from Great Britain and British In-
dia to Chiuna, if timely measures of pre-
caution be not taken to meet the progress
of the Americans in China, and to guard
againsg the system of exclusive authority
which the Netberlands government are
endeavouring to establish through the
Eastern seas.

. The iutelligent author then pro-
eeeds to observe :

* Itisnot that I expect to offer many now
facts relative to the cowmerce of these
coustries ; but probably a coucise ex.
planstion of the circumstances already
koown may place the subject in a

more striking point of view than what
it has been supposed t0 possess; and as
questions of the greatest national in-
terest are often uoderrated’ or over-
looked, merely because the scene of ac-
tion is distaut and wot familiar, it be-
comes the duty of those who from local
situation have been more accustomed to
give their attention to such matters, to
communicate frankly the result of their
personal experience. With this view of
the subject, I am anxious to point out
the probable consequences of leaving a
foreign nation to obtain the sole command
of the kastern Seas, and to control the
trade and industry of the native popula-
tion of those islands.

Let us see what has been the
usage in times past, when the Datch
were in power,

The concluding part of the quo-
tation toucles the pith of the sub-
ject. 1t is shortly, whether we are
prepared to yield undisputed sway
to a nation which bad for its pri-
mary object our banishment from
the Eastern Islands.

From the earliest times of which there
is any record, the foreign trade in the
Indian islands was carried on at certain
ports or emporia, to which the nativc
traders resorted with the produce of their
respective countries, and bartered it for
the commodities of Europe and of China,
Acheen, Malacca, and Bantam, were
chief places of this description, until the
Dutch established a paramount authority,
and by obtaining un exclusive control {n
the minor ports, were enabled to force
the native trade to Batavia. They wished
to render this place the emporium of their
Eastero possessions; and when they had
subdued any of the neighbouring native
states, they uniformly exacted the exe.
cution of & treaty which stipulated that
the produce and trade of the country
should be placed at their disposal, and
the local port regulatious be made subject
to their immediate direction ; the conse-

uence of which necessarily was, that
they became enabled to change the course
of the native trade, (so far as it was not
comprehended in their own monopoly),
to such ports as best suited their policy
and convenience.

That, we have no greater reason
to believe the future system will be
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more liberal, the extract which
we shall next give will clearly
evince. After specifying some of
the principal foreign trade between
China and the Archipelago, and
adverting to the convention of
1814, doubts are stated whether
by the terms of it, it engages us
to make the extensive restitutions
which the Dutch construe it to
embrace.

The present anthoritics at Batavia
have uot ouly re-occupied all the posses-
sions which the Dutch at any time held
in Borneo, but have also declared the
Netherlands government to be the sove-
reign of that island, and have it in con-
templation to place the whole Archipe-
lago under ouggeuneral system, which shall
secure the mouopoly of its commerce in
their own hands, and exclude other na-
tions from any direct participation or
access.

The whole course of proceedings adops-
ed by that government tends to revive the
former system of monopoly and exclu-
sfon. They commenced, at the time of
the restitution of Java, by refusing to ad-
mit the slightest interference, or any
community of interests, on the part of
the British government, in the ions
ceded or restored to them: it was their
earnest endeavour to induce the natives
to conclude that Great Britain had no
longer any regard or fufluence in their
behalf. ‘They have siuce annulled the
very treaty by which the power of ceding
the island of Banca to them was obtained,
and have sent the Sultan of Palemhang a
prisoner to Batavia, as a pugishment for
his haviog solicited that protection which
he.was justly entitled to expect from the
British nation ; and it appears, by recent
accounts, that they have assumed a para-
mount authority at Banjarmassin, at
Sambas, and at Pontiaua, and declare the
Netheriands governmeut to be the sove-
reign of Borneo. But one step more is
wanting ; if, with the same system and
vicws, they establish thewselves also ou
the western side of the Chinasea ; if
obtain the islands of Bintang and Lingin,
and of the south- east coast of the Malay
peninsula  (positions which
known to bave in view), the British mer-
chant will become wholly excluded from
direct trade to the Indian islands, and
will not have one port hetween Penang
and China to whicli he can resort, except
under the control and direction of a fo-
reign power. The Netherlands govern-
went have Batavia on one side, and seek
to obtain Rhio® ou the other; by the
former they already commaut the Straits
of Sunda, by the latter they would acquire
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a mpaval station at the entrance from the
Straits of Malacca to the China ses 5
while the possession of Malacca and
Johore, on the southern Malay coast,
would complete their command of these
straits ; and thus the direct route of the
British trade to China would have to pass
along a line of foreign settlements, while
Great Britain would no naval
station nearer thau Ceylon and Penang.
‘The vexatious dificulties to which this
state of things would lead, and the even-
tual insecurity of the British trade, under
such circumstances, must be too obvious
to require comment.

The local enactmeuts of the Java go-
vernment lead also to the same system of
exclusion. By regulations last year,
foreign vessels arc not permitted to teuch
at the minor ports in Java ; all the cargo
mast be taken in at the port from which
the vessel is cleared out, an import and
export duty of twelve per cent. is im-
posed, while six per cent. is paid on the
cargoes of Netherlands ships; and it is
also understood that the old system has
been revived of requiring all native tra-
ders at thie ports under the coutrol of the
Netherlands governwent, to take passes
from the ressdent European authorily s
a practice which necessarily tends to
force the native trade to such ports as the
Java governmeut way prefer, and restricts
other nations from a direct participation
therein,

The nature of the trade between
the Indian Archipelago and China.
will be found in pages 6, 7, and 8 ;
also of the native trade amongst the
islands themselves.

Mr. Assey gives a very intelligent
and conviocing summary of the
advantages which the Islands hold
out for the sale of British manufac-
tures, of which a short specimen
must suffice.

The Eastern Islands undoubtedly con-
tain a very considerable mart for the sale
of British manufactures. Broad cloths
are highly prized by the natives, and the
demand for then) would augment in pro-
portion to the meauns of purchasing.
Some kiuds of hardware manufactures
would find a ready sale; iron is in de-
mand, particularly the Swedish ; and the
experience of late years has shewn thas
cotton cloths, manufactured in this coun-
try in imitation of Malay patterns, can be
exported and sold below the local sale
price of the native manufacture. This
single fact is decisive of the importance
and extent to which the Eastern trade

® The chicf port and harhour is the island of
Bintang.
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might becarried. Thatlt is a fact may
oe proved on reference to the results of the
last year, when these cotton cloths have
found a ready and advantageous sale,
while the colonial markets have been
otherwise so overstocked with European
goeds, that they scarcely have repaid the
prime cost. In short, the practicability of
extending the demand for this es of
manafactare is bounded ouly by the meaus
of access to the native population ; and, as
a general remark, applicable to almost
every branch of Europeaun export, it may
be observed, that as the inhabitants of the
Indian islands are acknowledged to be
free from those peculiar habits and preju-
dices which restrict the use of Ei
luxuries among the Hindoo tribes, there
is 0o resson why an iucrease of civilisa-
tion and wealth among them should not
Joad to an increased demand for the
luxuries of civilized society.

Enoagh has been quoted to shew -
the nature of the trade and the
ascendency which the Dutch are
obtaining throughout the Eastern
Seas

The suggestions of Mr. Assey,
both as to the necessity of our fixing
some island on the southern-
most point of the Malayan Penin-
suls, to meet the commercial efforts
of the Dutch, as well as of establish-
ing some political hold and seat
of er, are enforced by facts and
considerations, hi%hrl‘y deserving the
attention of the British statesman.
This gentleman observes :

1a whatever point of view, therefore,
tm qu;:ion is co?sid:-;ed, it m:muf:uen-
ti to or the 3¢ of pre-
veénting m’"l of thi':u:l'l)jollﬂolll Plud
pernicious system ; injurions as it regards
the legitimate pretensions of other nations,
and pernicious as it presents‘a barrier
aginst that improvement of tle pative .

tion, which, in the present en-
ightened state of Earope, ought to be
asmbject of general anxiety.

Whatever may have led to the-
apparent abandonment of the inter-
ests of this country, in the treaties
which have been concluded with the
government of the Netherlands,-
for the restoration of possessions
formerly beld by that nation in the
Eastern Seas, it is not now material
to discuss.

It is sufficient, we trast, for the
ervor to be seen, to induce every ex-
ertion on the part of those who
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have the means to apply the remedy
ere it is too late.

A glance at the map will at once
shew the situation in which we ate
placed.

From the northern point of
Sumatra, (Acheen) to Java; from
thence to Bali, Lombock, Sumbays,
Flores, Flai, Lombem, Ombay, and
Timor ; a chuin of islands is formed,
which completely commands the
access to the Chinese sea; and the
only chaonels are the Straits of
Malacca, Sunda, and the unfre-
quented straits between the islands
south of Java, all of which must
be commanded by the power which
shall possess such an ascendancy as
the Igutcb enjoy at the present
moment in that quarter, With the
exception of I’enang, we possess no
port (for Fort Marlbro cannot be
deemed astation,) which can either
give shelter to ships, or enable this.
country to enter into any thing
like a competition with the Dutch,
We do not feel ourselves competent
to give any decided opinion, as to
the expediency of adopting the sug-
gestions of Mr. Assey ; at the same
time, we have no hesitation in
saying, that they will merit the
attention of the authorities who
have the power to give effect to
them.

It may be said, politically speak--
ing, that we have no reason to an-
ticipate any misunderstanding with
the}Datch,likely to end in hostilities,
We hope not. At the same time it
must be asked, whether it is pru-
dent to leave to any thing like a
contingency, a trude from which the
state derives little short of four
millioos per annum, iodependently
of sacrificing at the present so many
fair sources of great commercial ad-
vantagcs, in favor of a people, who,
but for our exertion, would have
been erased as a nation from the
face of Europe.

With the exception of Ceylon, we
have, as Mr.Assey observes, no port
in which one ship can ride with
safety, and in the event of a rupture
we have literally no resort, with the
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exception of Penang, which is com»
tively useless as &hsrbour, for
a place for refreshment, or for repair-

inqr(l)lnr ships.

e possibility of participating
in (be trade to Japan, is a theme
forinquiry, which is comprehended
in the autbor's general subject. Our
temporary possession of Java con-
dooted us to Japan, in the years
1813, 1814, and 1815. After re-
lating how the mission sent by the
British government at Java, for the

&w of taking possession of the
tch factory there, was induced,
:¥ the representations ot the chief

that faetory, to acquiesce in his
proposal, to earry the commercial
adventure sewt to Nangazacky
through the Japen custom-house
according to former usage, Mr,
Assey gives the following brief and
Jaminous account of the trade with
Japan.

The Dautch trade from Batavia to Japan
is regulated by specific agreement as to its
extent and description. The
cargo from Batavia consists of sugar,
woollens, piece goods, and small quantities
of glass ware, spices, and ornamental
fancy articles ; in return for which, cop-
per, camphor, silks, and lacquered ware,
are received from the Japanese. The
price of the merchandize is settled before
the annual adventure commences ; only &
small sum of money is allowed to be
brought to Japan, and no part of the
cargo is paid for in specie, the Japanese
laws prohibiting the exportation of the
precious merals under any form; the
whole trade therefore consists in barter,
and the profit depends on the subsequent
sale of the hemeward-bound cargo. At
the close uf one year’s consignmeut the
quantity and assortment of the following
year's cargo is determined, and a list is
sent to Batavia for the guidance of the
anthorities accordingly.

I¢ has been the opinion of many of the
best informed persons, however, that
these restrictions on the quantity of carge
are very much owing to the mismanage~
ment or intrigues of the officers of the
factory, whose interest it is that the trade
should not be so exteunsive as to interfere
with their own privilege, or require more
than one chief officer to conduct it ; and
the commissioner who went to Nanga-
2acky in the year 1814 expressly de-
clares, that, in his opinion, the preseat
state of the trade is no criterion for judg-
iug of the extent to which it might be
carried. He says, *“ The climate, the
babits of the nennle, and tucir frecdom
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from prejudices that would ebstruct
the operation of these matural ewuses,
would open a vent for nunierous articles
of European comfort and lugury. The
consamption of woollens and hardware
might be rendered almost umlimited ;—
they are fond of the finer specimens of
the glass manufacture, and the returns
from Japan, which bave hitherto been
limited to their copper and camphor,
some lacquered ware, a small quantity of
silks, and a few other things of trifing
jmportance, may be extended to & foag
list. Specimens of teas, pitch, borax,
iton, cinnabar, linteed oil, whale oil,
and other articles which may be obtaimed,
have been brought to Java by this op-
portunity.”

‘Fhe same gentlemun has alse observed,
that an far as his local knowledge enabled
him to form a judgment, the real difl-
culties of introducing the British fleg &
Japan, inasmuch as they depend on the
character and political ivstitutiou of the
Japanese, are much less than they have
been represented to be. He was of
nlon, that the ill saccess of the aptampts
hitherto made has been chiefly owing to
the misrepresehtations which it has been
the policy of tne Dutch governmeat to
keep up, in order to secure their ¢wn
commercial mouopoly; and that the
failure of the Russian embassy in 1864,
as well as the offeuce taken at the en-
trauce of the British frigate into the har
bour of Nangazacky in the year 1808,
may be in a ireot meazure attributed to
the effects of his policy.

‘We consider the country at large
indebted to Mr. Assey for bringing
the matter forward in so concise a
shape, at the same time combin-
ing somuch important information.
We trust it will be attentively con-
sidered by those who are best cal-
culated to giveeffect to the remedies
suggested. We understand the
sntelligent author to be a servant of
the Hon. East India Company, and
we think his talents might be most
beneficially called into action, in the
prosecution of any plan which
should have for its object, by a
fair and honorable adjustment, the
establishment of our claim to a full
participation in the trade with the
Eastern Islands, unfettered by any
narrow regulations ; sud to acquire
the possession of some island. in the
Archipelago, which should serve as
an entrepdt for our commerce to and
from the continent of India, with
the intermediate ,islands, and with
China. .




