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0as Slgscry in India.. {Dxc.
ougeging in this impraper puestit, the bonteewners: be publicly flogged’; amd
the justice is requested to cauee this order to l:ecd‘arud." Sudvnubo
the summary juriediction of the Council | .

It will be resollected that M. Sonnerat, in thecouue of-hu attdnptattelf-
Justification, recriminated upon the English. He not oaly alleged, in .general
terms, that Englishmen engages in this traffic, bus distinetly affirored that three
Eaglish vessels were, at the time he wrote, . absut to sail to the Isle of France
with @ number of slaves, and that be had taken twelse slaves froim an Boglieh
eaptain she preceding month. . Application was thereupon mads to-M..Son-
perat to state the names of the parties, in erder that they might be brought te
eondign punishment; the French chief, however, declined. furnishing this
information, without essigning any motive for bis refasal; though pressed o
secead time by the chief and council of Masulipatam, whe avow that. they
gevo no credit to the statement.

It would sppear that the British mihry‘orce stationed to poewent the
trade succeeded in the object.

The matter contuined in the volumineus papers relating to these tramsacs
tious affierds a practical comment upon the character of French government in
India. At & subsequent period (1803), when the French aad Dutch pewer in
that country was extinet, one of the Madras collectors, referring to the period
when children were stolen, and full grawn pereons carried off by force for sale
to the traders of these nations, ebserves that if they ever retwon it will be
revived, uniess the most active and vigilant exertions are made to prevent it.
The eondact of the French traders on the coast of Africa gives a melancholy
countenance to this opinion.

A trensaction belonging to the aforegoing class of cases, though developed
by the governmeant of Penang, should be recorded here: it marks in a very
striking manoer the dreadful character of a slave-trade, whereseever carvied on.

In 1793, Mr.F. Light, the governor of Prince of Wales’ Island, reported
80 the Madras government the piratical seizure of a French brig. by the Malays
of Pedir, under the following ciroumstances. The vessel in question, she
Jean Bass, Capt.Gaudron, ssiled from Bemgal for Coringa with a earngo. of
rice; meeting with bad -weather, Capt. Gaudron put into Gaujam, and there
sold a part of his rice. He proceeded to Bimlipatam, where he ‘disposed of
the remainder, receiving in return 180 natives .of the pluce, as _slaves, who
were clandestinely embarked by the puschasers of .the rice, two Dutoh or
French residents at Bimlipatam. The vessel ssiled immeditely for the-Isle of
France; but provisions fuiling, and the sufferings of the wretched beings who
coustituted the cargo becoming thereby intalerabls, the captain -visited the
Nioobar islands, Acheen, aad, lastly, Pedin, te procure a supply of .rice. At
cording to-the statements of some of :the sarvivors, the peopls.of Pedir, »
great many of whom were natives of the Coromendel coast, bearing of the
sufferings of their countrymen, who bhad beem thus imjuriously treated, ve-
sotved to take revenge on the French eaptaiu aad ccew. Under the guidence
of a remegado, a native of Franee, who bad become a Mahomedan and taken
she name of Abdollah, they effocted their objeet. - Abdullsh indinusted hit-
self into the good opinion of the Freach eaptain;, became his interproter,
persuaded him to sell the few guns ke had .en b-ud,.bythc oiﬁ'u"ahﬂn
price, and then took him on shore on pretence of receiving the rice he had
bargeined for. Abdullah ied the deluded-man'to a henae where a-lavge party of
Malays were assembied, who fell upon him, und mortally wounged him with
their crecses. They made prisaners of the bast’a ctew,-and-a perty: ot.‘am‘,




1828.) Sigvery in India, 6op

with Abduliah at their head, wens on board the brig, ‘hitled the ssete, and
%oak possossion of the vemel: the rest of the crew, having no srms to defend
themselves, were killed or disabled, or ferced to jump ovesbosrd. The slaven
were sold by the Pedir chiefs and distributed along the coasts the vessl’s
stores were sold by Abdullah .to a Capt. Matalister anda Capt. Caird;* wha
heppened ‘to come into the port with their vessels at that time : the vessel was
scld by the Padir raja 10 the nequeda of & Surat ship, who purchesed it in the
neme, sud,.as he says, at the recommendation, of Cspt. Wass, his commander.t
Thve noqueda hoisted English coleurs apon her, aud preposed to procesd with
& cargo-of rice to Muecnt, when a Company’s cruiser, sout by Mr. Light oa
this service, took possession of her, and received from the Surat ship five of
the French crew and the renegado Abduflah, who, however, had been secretad
by Capt.Wass, and was discovered by accident. The vessel was delivered up ta
the French government at Pondicherry, as well as the renegado, whose Freneh
name. was Lauvent Severin, and who was ordered upon trial. there; the two
merchants at Bimlipatam (one of whom had been a surgeon ia the English
Company's service, and enjoyed a pension from them,) were imprisoned 5 and
all she survivors of this transaction appear to have had jussice dowe them
bat the poor slaves, though, indeed, to their undeserved safferings may be.ate
tributed, as a retribation, the catastrophe which befel the anthors of their woes.

This affair excited, in an unusual degree, the attention of the French and
Duteh autherities in India, both of whom sestified their condern shareat; and
the Dutch government at Pulicat, inspired spparestly with a new spirit, rev
solved that stremuous measures should be taken to prevent a repetition of
such occurrences, and to punish all kidnapping and ¢rading in slaves. . . .

Under the year 1801 we find two letters from Mr.J. G. Revenshaw, then
callector in the southern division. of Canara, respecting a servile egricuitural
elass, denominated . Daerds, reforring chiefly to the policy of allowing the
enlistment of them in the Company’s military service. The nature of slavery
in southern Indin, where it seems to have existed from very remole times,
and to have become extensively inoorporated with the inetitutions of the peos
ple, .bes been much misunderstood and misrepresented. Information frem
practical abservees, caloulated to rectify our notions upon the subject, is, theres
fors, veluable.

Mr. Raveashaw states that the Daerds constitute byfortbegreustpatd'
the eluvés employed in ngriculture in that portion .of the province; they then
amounted to 82,000 men, women, and children. They differ from each in
many respects, and their customs are peculiar, there being few of that cesto
in sny osher pest of India. They are distinguished into theee classes; the
Moondml, Mogere, and Mavey Daerds. The two former abstain from eatisg
beof; the istser will not kill the animal, but will eat it when dead. .A Moondeal
and a Mogare will eat togather, themgh it is met common; they aever intes
marvy by consent ; but if a Meondaul abducts a Megare woman, the offimce
is-expiated by paying a fine, and providing. & repast to the Megaren, wisereupen
the lady is considered to have changed sects. Neither associate with the
Maveys. Among the Mogares, property descends from fatber to son ; in ths
Moondaul and Mavey seets, the property dessends ﬁ‘on-datonq:bew;.
Mcpm up his childrea to their uncle.

In

* “Dhe want of scraphe on 1he part of thess captalas, who sppér to have bestt Englidh, inducstt the
Courtof Directors subsequently to dinect s strict inquiry whmmimw that-
no plea could justify the purchase under such circumstances.
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