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X PROCEEDINGS.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

HELD
(by the courtesy of the Committec of the Chamber of Commerce )
AT THE

SINGAPORE EXCHANGE
ON
FRIDAY, tue 4ru FEBRUARY, 1881.

PRESENT :
The Ven’ble Archdeacon G. F. Hosk, M.A., President.
F. A. SwerTENHAM, Esquire, Honorary Secretary.
Epwin Kokk, Esquire, Honorary Treasurer.
E. Bieskr, Esquire, Lr.p.
W. Krorx, Esquire.
A. Durr, Esquire.
T. CareiLL, Esquire.

and

Numerous Members and Visitors.

The Minutes of the last Meeting are read and confirmed.

The President explains the object of the present Meeting.

The following gentlemen, recommended by the Council, are
elected Members :—

General ORFEUR CAVENAGH.
The Rev. J. ABerioH Mackay.
Mr. V. SERGEL.

Mr. Bexyerr PeLL.

A proposal of the Council to alter Rule 7 of the Rules of the
Society is considered, aud, on the suggestion of Mr. J. Fraskg, the
following Rule is unanimously adopted to take tho place of Rule
7, viz. :—



PROCEEDINGA, xi

“ Candidates for admission as Members shall be proposed by one
“ and seconded by another Member of the Society, and, if agreed
“to by a majority of the -Council, shall be deemed to be duly
“ elected.”

The Annual Report of the Council iz read by the Honorary
Secretary. (See p. xii.)
The Honorary Treasurer reads his Annual Report. (See p. xv.)

The election by ballot of Officers for the year 1881 is proceeded
with, with the following result:—

The Hon'ble CEcrt. CLEMENTI SMITH, C.M.G., President.
E. BIEBER, Esquire, r.u.p., Vice- President, Singapore.
G. W. Lavivo, Esquire, Vice- President, Penang.

F. A. SwerTeNEAM, Esquire, Honorary Secretary.
EowiN Koex, Esquire, Honorary Treasurer.

N. B. Dennys, Esquire, Pu. D.,

W. Kronx, Esquire,

C. STrINGER, Esquire, Councillors.
W. A. Pickering, Esquire, ;
Bex~ETT PELL, Esquire, /

The Ven’ble Archdeacon Hose makes a few remarks expressive
of his regret on ceasing to be an Officer of the Society, owing to
his early departure from Singapore, but assures the Members of
hia great and continued interest in the welfare of the Society.

On the motion of Dr. E. Bresgr, a cordial vote of thanks to the
Ven’ble Archdeacon Hosk for his services as President of the So-
ciety is unanimously agreed to.

Archdeacon Hosk expresses his acknowledgments, and the pra.
ceedings terminate.



xiv ANNUAL REPORT.

grapher since 1879; several members of the Society in England
have, it is understood, becn interesting themselves in the matter,
but the Council is unable to give any explanation of the great
delay which has occurred.

The urgent need of this map is admitted by all ; several new
geographical and topographical discoveries have been made, even
during the past year, and, with the basis of this new map to work
upon, it may be hoped, with the assistance of members and all who
are interested in such a matter, to produce, in a few years’ time, an
accurate and useful map of the Malay Peninsula.

Singapore, 31st January, 1881.



XV

THE TREASURER’S REPORT.

By the statement of the Cash Accounts for the past year, which
T now lay before the Society, it will be seen that the Receipts
amounted to $1,412.96, and the payments to $1,207.07. shewing a
balance of $205.89 in the hands of the Treasurer.

The Subscriptions for 1879 to be received amount to $60, and
those for 1880 amount to $120. There were bills for 1880 out-
standing at the end of the year, amouunting to $10.62, which have
since been paid. The sum of $36 has been received to account of
the subscriptions for 1879 and 1880, leaving a sum of $231.27 in
the baunds of the Treasurer, which, with the outstanding subscrip-
tions for 1879 and 1880 shew a balance to the credit of the Society
of $375.27.

The number of Members of the Society on the 30th January,
1880, was 137, that is to say, 4 Honorary and 133 Ordinary Mem-
bers. Since then, 15 now Members have been elected ; 12 have
resigned ; 23 Members have failed to pay their subscriptions. Of
this number, 18 are considered as having resigned their member-
ship in accordance with Rule 6; but, the operation of this Rule is
suspended in the case of the remaining 10 Members, who are likely
to pay their subscriptions. I regret to have to record the loss
by death of the Hon’ble Hoo Ax Kay WraMPOA, c.M.G, and
Mr. L. H. Woobs.

The list for 1881 contains 130 Members, classified as follows,
viz., 5 Honorary and 125 Ordinary Members.

EDWIN KOEK,

Honorary Treasurer.
4th February, 1881.
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SOME ACCOUNT

or

THE MINING DISTRICTS

OF

OWER PERAK.

BY

-

J. ErrIiNeTON DE LA CROIX,
Ingénieur de Mines,
g¢ par le Gouvernement Frangais d’'une Mission
Scientifique en Malaisie.

e

sgion of Lower Pérak comprises numerous mining
icts, which can be placed under the three follow-
eadings :—
ungei Kinta District.
ungei Bitang Pidang District.
mgei Bidor District.
T is by far the most extensive, and includes no less
. 1ng centres which, according to Malay custom,
mes from the various main streams which drain
we the districts of Ulu Kinta, Sungei Trap,
Sungei Tejah, Sungei Kampar, and Sungei



2 MINING DISTRICTS OF LOWER PERAK.

gical Before giving the particular mining features of these various
Ption. tin-fields, it is well to indicate first the geological outline of the
country.

The geological conditions of this part of the Statc arc more
varied than in the northern districts, and offer a greater diver-
sity of sedimentary formation. ( See Section. )

bebe The granite constitutes the foundation of the main ranges
and of the hills round which are distributed the ditferent tin-
fields. . )

It is met with in the Senggan range at Ginong Klidong,
Changkat Lahat, the Gipeng hills, Bijang DMalacca, and
forms the basis of the Changkat Chumor and Janka, near
Tapa.

Like in other parts of the country, the rock is highly por-
phyroid, composed of vitreous quartz, feldspur, mica and tour-
maline, in which arc imbedded large crystals of feldspar.

The decomposition of the granite by atmospheric agencies
has gradually denuded the large crystals, which are harder than
the feldspathic element in the paste, und left them projecting
from the surface, giving the rock a peculidr appearance.

The amount of mica and tourmaline varies slightly in the
different localities, but without altering perceptibly the general
aspect.

The sedimentary formation is represented by limestone,
white ferruginous clay, and tale-schist.

The limestone is very abundant in the whole of the Kinta
region, and probably forms the basis of the alluvial deposit.
It is found at the foot of Chungkat Lahat, between the latter
and Sungei Kinta. It has been greatly altered at the contact
with the neighbouring eruptive rock, and has taken u succha-
roid aspect, being white and very crystalline.

It is found again between Péngkalen P’egu and I¢ngkalen
Baru, where little peaks crop out of the alluvial soil, broken
up and highly decomposed at the surface, but oftering no
longer the deep alterations noticed near the Senggan range.

nentary
ntion.

stene.
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MINING DISTRICTS OF LOWER PERAK. 3

At Klian Ginong ( Kampar ) the limestone is again visible,
being white erystalline and containing, in numerous fissures, the
tin-ore that has drifted from the granitic formation in the vici-
nity.

South of Gopeng, between Kampar river and Bjang Malacea,
several high hills—Gtnong Ramian, Gajah and Kandong—are
entirely of limestone, and resemble, on a larger scale, the well
known Gfinong Pondok near Gapis and Ginong Kurau.

In other spots, such as Kampong Baru on Sungei Kampar,
the limestone does not scem to have been much altered by the
contact of the Bfijung Malacca group, and has kept the usual
aspect of mountainous limestone.

In the Bitang Pidang district, South of Tapu, the sedi- ctay.
mentary formation is represented by white clay imbedding
nodules of red ferruginous matter.

In a few places of the same district tale-schist can be seen Tale-Sch
cropping out from under the clay and resting on decomposed
granite.

In this particular mining district the tin-ore is found at the
very top of the hills, which leads one to infer that the upheav-
al which has produced them must belong to a sccond series
of plu’onic action posterior to that which has formed the prin-
cipal ranges of the country.

Ulu Kinta district, which includes most of the region ubove ) MNN
Péngkalen Pegu ( xee Map ), is the most extensive of all. but v kin
at the rame time, owing to the greater distance from the sea,
is the least worked by miners, who naturally prefer turning
first to account the mineral wealth of the lower country.

It i< a % reserve ” for the future, and will, no doubt, be found
just a< rich as any other part of the State.

At present the principal works are carried on on the Sungei
Pari and Sungei Chémer, at the foot of the Senggan range.

The tin-ore produced is of a very good quality, and contains a
large proportion of white oxide.

The Sungei Kinta itself contains considerable quantities of
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but can hardly be worked until a proper and systematic drain-
age has been organiscd.

A road, four miles long, is being made and will ]om Papan
to Batu Gajah on the Iunta river.

Several other mines of less importance are worked in the sungei Trap
district, cspecially on the Sungei Trap, where the ore is found
in large stones of nearly pure oxide imbedded in a hard blue
clay.

The Sungei Rava distriet is the smallest of all, but at the Nungel Ry
same time mal\es the largest returns of tin, owing to the
adventurous and enterprising spirit of Péngulu To’ DoMsa, who
attracts numerous Chinamen by advancing them the necessary
sums to start mines in his district. The total Chinese popula-
tion amounts to 6 or 700, but many other smaller works are
carried on by Malays.

The pr mc;pul works are situated in the Gopeng valley. The sungei Teja.
geological formation is grunitic. At the head of the valley the genge
wash lies under a greyish, yellowish clay at a depth of 8to 9
feet from surface ; it varies in thickness from 3 to 44 feet, but
does not present throughout a regular percentage of tin-ore,
it being generally found in large pockets disseminated in the
wash. These pockets are very rich and exceed in quantity and
quality anvthing existing in the best mines of Larut. Unfor-
tunately the extent of mining ground is very limited in the
upper part of the valley, and has been very nearly worked out.

Four Kongsiz, numbering 150 men, are still at work, but will
have exhausted their mines within the next two years.

The new mines lately opened in the lower part of the valley
towards the plain are getting on fairly : the wash is thicker, but
not ~o ich and deeper below surface.  However, little has been
done vet to give the plain a fair trial, and there is no reason
why it should not improve.

Fifteen to sixteen Kongsis, with a total number of 7 to 800
coolic- are oceupied at present in the Gopeng distriet, and re-
turning steadily Jarge quantities of tin.  The produce for the
week { Suth Junuary to Gih February ) amounted to 120 pikuls.
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small rectangular lots, 30 feet long by 15 wide, round which
the canals are made to circulate, these lots are ultimately
worked out, but not to a greater depth than 5 feet below the
water mark.

These mines are worked by the owners, or by strangers who
obtain from them a permit to dig, provided they remit one-
third. onec-sixth, or one-half of the product, according to the
richness of the soil.

Quite lately a Chinaman has come from Gdpeng and started
a new mine, where thirty men are employed.

There is no doubt that the whole region lying West of Bl-
jang Malacca will prove to be one of the richest fields in the
whole State. '

This district is small, but produces first quality ore. Chondarta

The most important works are in the vicinity of Kampong
Naga Baru. ,

The formation is entirely granitic, and large quantities of ore
are found on the surface of the soil, requiring but the trouble
to pick it.

The sand of the river is also very rich, and many inhabitants
of the village are employed in washing it, getting an average
of 70 cents a day.

Some few Mulays are also employed in collecting tin-ore in
the different small “ gullies ” formed by the last ramifications
of the range.

The only large mine at work in the district belongs to a
Malay, who has let it to a Kongsi of fifty Chinamen for one-
tenth of the total produce.

The wash lies at a depth of thirty feet, and though being
only two to three feet thick, furnishes better results than in any
other part of the State. The ground is more loose and easier
to dig than in other districts.

A small amount of gold is occasionally found mixed with
the tin, but not in payable quantities, the proportion, however,
increuses in the direction of Bitang Pidang.

Judging by the very large blocks of solid oxide which are
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frequently found in the wash, as well as on surface, there is no
doubt that the lodes which have produced this wonderful
depo<it must be uncommonly thick, and extend over a consi-
derable length of ground: the tin-ficld probably extends all
round Bjang Malacca, between the latter and the more eas-
tern 1ange of mountains, and there is no reason why it should
not prove just as rich as in the immediate vicinity of Naga Baru.

All indications Jcad one to believe that before long this Chen-
darfang district will become the most important centre of pro-
duction ¢f the whole State.

Every effort ought to be made to open that part of the coun-
try. The Chendmiang river will never allow a large traffie,
whercas the Bitang Pddang river might be cleared without
much cost, and made navigable to a steam-launch drawing 2
feet f water, for at least two-thirds of the way to Thappa.
A cart road that would hardly exceed ‘ten miles could then join
Chendariang to the accessible part of Sungei Bitang Pidang.

The mining fields of this district are situated South of
Thappa at a distance of two to three miles frem the river.
They are three in number. Changkat Chumor, Chungkat
Janka, and Klian Baru.

The geological features of this field have already been men-
tioned.  The formation is a white ferruginous clay exceedingly
thick, resting on tale-schist and granite.  The whole ground.
up to the summit of the hill, which is about 150 feet high, is
impregnated with tin-ore in sufficient proportion to make it
payable, and the whole of the stratum i being worked at present.
ain water is made the most of for dressing purposes, and is
colleeted in small reservoirs and  ditches rwminge ip all
directions on the surface of the hill. The tin stuff'is thrown in,

by the current. When rain water is scavee, the xoil is simply
taken to the foot of the hill and washed in a long canal which
has been diverted from the river.

The Chinamen work here on their own aecount by small
gangs of cight to ten men, and the total population zmounts
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to about 300 miners. No gold is found at Changkat Chumor.

This hill is situated a little further to the South-cast of the
preceding one.

The works are only carried on in the valley where two Kong- changka
. . . . Janka.
sis, nummbering one hundred men, are working two mines pro-
vided with water-wheels.

In one of the mines the wash is found at a depth of ten feet
below the surface, and is from five to six feet thick. It is fria-
ble and clean and gives good results. Small quantities of
gold are found with the tin—from 40 to 55 grains to one pikul
of ore.

In the other mine, sixty coolies are engaged. The wash is
six feet deep and measures three feet in thickness, resting on
a false bottom of clay four feet thick ;: below this is a second
layer of wash four fect in thickness, the total depth of the
mine being scventeen feet.

The first layer contains a little tin, but no gold, whereas the
bottom wash is rich in tin-ore and contains 60 grains of the
precious metal to one pikul of tin sand.

Two furnaces smelt the product and no blast is required.

At Klian Baru four or five small Kongsis arc at work and Ktian Be
cmploy one hundred men. The most conspicuous feature of
this small district is the greater propsrtion of gold found
in the wash, averaging 260 grains to one pikul of ore.

Most of the tin-fields in the vicinity of Tapa have been
worked since a long period of time, and may be considered at
present as pretty well exhausted. New rescarches must now
be directed towards the upper part of the river, at the foot of
the Bitang Pidang range, wherc new deposits will probably
be found.

The general deductions to be drawn from this rapid sketch
of the mining conditions in this wonderful little country are
sufficiently evident.

In all the districts. mining is still in a state of infancy, a few %ﬂ;gﬁl
small centres have been exhausted, but they form but a very
trifling portion of the country. New fields are constanﬂy
being discovered and there remains to establish between them
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und the main rivers proper means of communication.

A good deal has already been done, and well done, to that
effect, and it throws great credit on the Government of the State.
The Kinta River is cleared, or very ncarly so, as far as Kota
Baru. In a very short time it will be accessible to a steam-
launch as far as Batu Gajuh. The good cffect of such work
has already manifested itself not only through a greater influx
of mining population, but also in a commercial point of view.

Excellent roads will soon join the two important districi. of
Gopeng and Papan to Sungei Kinta which is the great artery
of the country, and give them a new impulse.

A deal of good might also be done if the Government took
in hand the draining of certain districts, which, until then, can
only be superficially worked.

The great fault with Chinamen, and especially Malays, does
not lie so much in their defective method of working as in
their inability to organise u proper draining system that will
carry away the surface water.

The disastrous consequence is that most of the mines are
only half worked out, but sufficiently however to render it
impossible and unprofitable to others to resume the works at a
future period. Consideruble quantities of ore are consequently
ubandoned and lost for ever.

The Government would amply recover such expenditure.
for the working out of the country is a woik of time and not
of u few ycars as will be shown by the following tigures. The
totul area of the eight mining districts in Lower Pérak can be
estimated at 1,200 square miles, or 768,000 acres, and it can
safely be stated that one acre in one hundred is actual alluvial
mining ground, oficring thus a total * surface utile”” of 7,680
acres, which, under very ordinary circumstances, will atford
profitable work to 25,000 miners for the next hundred years.

28th Febenary, 18SL.



THE

FOLKLORE OF THE MALAYS.

BY

W. E. MAXWELL.

" There is nothing that clings longer to a race than the religious
* faith in which it has been nurtured. Indeed, it is impossible for
** any mind that is not thoroughly scientific to cast off entirely the
 religious forms of thought in which it has grown to maturity.
** Hence, in every people that has received the impression of for-
" eign beliefs, we find that the latter do not expel and supersede
** the older religion, but are engrafted on it, blend with it, or
overlie it.  Observances are more easily abandoned than ideas,
**and even when ull the external forms of the alien faith have been
- put on, and few vestiges of the indigenous one remain, the latter
“still retains its vitality in the mind, and powerfully colours or
“corrmpts the former. The actual religion of a people is thus of
 great ethmographic interest, and demands a minute and searching
“observation.  No other facts relating to rude tribes are more
“difticult of ascertainment or more often elude enquiry.”® The
general principle stated by LocaN in the passage just quoted
receives remarkable illustration from a close investigation of the
fulklore and superstitious beliefs of the Malays. Two successive
religious changes have taken place among them, and when we have
succeeded in identifying the vestiges of Brahmanism which under-
lie the external forms of the faith of Muhammad, long cstablished
in all Malay kingdoms, we are only half-way through our task.
There yet remain the powerful influences of the still earlier indi-
genous faith to be noted and accounted for. Just as the Buddhists
of Ceylon turn, in times of sickness and danger, not to the consola-

* Louax—Journal of the Indian Archipelago, 1V., 573,
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tions offered by the creed of Buddha, but to the propitiation of the
demons feared and reverenced by their early progenitors, and just
as the Burmese and Talaings, though Buddhists, retain in full
force the whole of the Nat superstition, so among the Malays,
in spite of centuries which have passed since the establishment of
an alicn worship, the Muhammadan peasant may be found invoking
the protection of indu gods against the spirits of evil with which
his primitive faith has peopled all natural objects.

An exposition of the chief characteristics of demon-worship, a
it still lingers among the Malays, is a work requiring some rescarch
and labour. Its very existence is scarcely known, and there
are not probably many Englishmen who have witnessed the
frantic dances of the Pawang, or listened to the chant and drum
of the Bidu beside the bed of some sick or dying person. In the
present paper, a corner is lifted of the veil of Muhammadanism,
behind the dull uniformity of which, few. even among those who
know Malays well, have cared to look, and an attempt is made to
select from the tolklore of the peasantry a few popular customs
and superstitions, some of which had their origin in the beliefs of
the pre-Muhammadan period.

The Malay language itself, abounding as it does in words derived
from or imported direct from Sanskrit, offers copious materials for
illustrating the progress of Hindu influences in this part of the
world. To the evidence thus furnished, the corroborative testi-
mony afforded by the sayings and legends of the people is an
important addition.

Birps.

Ideas of variows characters are associated by Malays with birds
of different kinds, and many of their favourite similes are furnish-
ed by the feathered world.  The peacock strutting in the jungle,
the argus-pheasant ealling on the mountain peak, the hoot of the
owl, and the ery of the night-jar, have all suggested comparisons of
various kinds, which are embodied in the proverbs of the people.®
The Malay is a keen obscerver of nature, and his illustrations, drawn
from such sources, are generally just and often poctical.

* Malay Proverbs—Journal of the Royal Aeiatic Society ( Straits Branch ),
Nos. 4, 72, 73, 93.
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The supernatural bird Gerda (Garuda, the eagle of Vishnu), who
figures frequently in Malay romances, is dimly known to the
Malay peasant. If, during the day, the sun is suddenly overcast
by clouds and shadow succeeds to brilliancy, the Pérak Malay will
say “ Gerda is spreading out his wings to dry.” ® Tales are told,
too, of other fubulous birds—the jintayn, which is never seen, though
its note is heard, and which announces the approach of rain; 1 and
the chaadrarasi which has no feet. The chandraiwcasi lives in the
air, and is constantly on the wing, never descending to earth or
alightingona tree.  Its young even are produced without the neces-

_sity of touching the carth. The cgy is allowed to drop, and as it nears

“the earth it bursts and the young bird appears fully developed.
Tho nute of the chandrawrasi may often bo heard at night, but
never by day, and it is Incky, say the Malays, to halt at a spot
where it is heard calling.

There is an allusion to this mythical bird in a common panfun—
a kind of crotic stanza very popular among the Malays :—

Chandrawasi burong sakti
Sangat berkurong didalam aican.
Gondu gulana didalam hatt,
Sahari tidak wemandang tuwan.t

Nocturnal birds are generally considered ill-omened all over the
world, and popular superstition among the Malays fosters a prejudice
agaiust one species of owl.  1f it happens to alight and hoot near
a house, the inmates say significantly that there will soon be ‘“tear-
ing of cloth™ (koyah kapan) for a shrond. This does not apply to
the small owl called pungqgok, which, as the moon rises, may often be
heard to emit a soft, plaintive note.  The note of the punggok is
admired by the Malays, who suppose it to be sighing for the moon,
and find in it an apt simile for a desponding lover.

* Gerda meaivmur kepak-nia.
+ Laksana jintayn we-panti-kan hujan—As the jinlayn awaits the rain—is a
proverbial simile for a atate of anxicty and despondency.
Jintayu—jalayn (Sanskrit), a fabulous vulture.

3 The chandrairasi, bird of power,

I« cloxely hidden amid the clonds.

Anxiety reigns in my leart,

Easch day that I see not my love,
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*hunted the whole earth over without finding what T want; it is
“now time to try the firmament.” So he holloa’d on his dogs
throngh the sky, while he walked helow on the earth looking up
at them, and after a long time, the hunt still being nnsuccessful,
the hack of his head, from constantly gazing upwards, became fixed
to his back, and he was no longer able fo look down at the earth.
One day, a leaf tfrom the tree called 8¢ Limbak fell on his throat
and took root there and a straight shoot grew upwards in front of
his face. In this state he still hunts throngh Malay forests, urging
on his dogs as they hunt through the sky, with his gaze evermore
turned upwards.

His wite, whom he had left hehind when he started on the fatal
chase, was delivered in due time of two children—a boy and a girl,
When they were old enough to play with other children, it chanced
one day that the boy quarrelled with the child of a neighbour with
whom he was playing. The latter reproached him with his father's
fate, of which the child had hitherto been ignorant, saying: “ Thou
*“art like thy father, who has become an evil spirit, ranging the
 forests day and night and eating aud drinking no man kuows how.
‘ Get thou to thy father.,”  Then the boy ran crying to his mother
and related what had been said to him. ** Do not cry,” said she, “it
“istrue, alas! that thy father has become a spirit of evil.” On this
the boy cried all the more, and begged to be allowed to join his
father. His mother yiclded at last to his entreaties, and told him
the name of his father and the names of the dogs. He might be
known, she said, hy his habit of gazing fixedly at the sky and by
his four weapons—a blow-pipe ( suwmpitan ), a spear, a kris, and a
sword ((klewang ).~ And,” added she, “when thou hearest the
* hunt approaching, call upon him and the dogs by name and repeat
** thy own namc and mine so that he may know thee.”

The boy entered the forest, and, after he had walked some
way, met an old man, who asked him where he was going. 1
o to join my father,” said the lad.  “If thou findest him,” said
the ol man, “ask him where he lias put my chisel which he bor-
= rowed from me.” This the boy promised to do, and continued his
journey.  After Le had gone a long way, he heard sounds like
those made by people engaged in hunting.  As they approached,
he repeated the names whieh his mother had told him. and
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immediately found himself face to face with his father. The
hunter demanded of him who he was, and the child repeated
all that his mother had told him, not forgetting thé message
of the old man about the chisel.® Then the hunter said:
“ Truly thou art my son. As for the chisel it is true that when
“ Istarted from honse T was in the middle of shaping some bamboos
* to make steps for the honse. T put the chisel inside one of the
“ bamboos, Take it and return it to the owner. Returnnow and take
“ eare of thy mother and xister. As for he who reproached  thee,
“ hereafter we will repay him. T will eat his heart and drink his
“ blood, 8o shall he be rewarded.” From that time forward the
Spectre Huntsman has aflicted mankind, and many are those whom
he has destroyed. DBefore dismissing his son, he desired him to
warn all his kindred never to use hbamboo for making steps for a
house and never to hang clothes to dry from poles stuck in between
the joists supporting the floor, and thus jutting ont at right angles
with a house,f “lIest,” said he, “T shonld strike against such poles
“as T walk along.” * Further,” he continued, ** when ye hear the
“ note of the bird birik-birik at night, ye will know that T am walk-
“ ing near.” Then the hoy returned to his mother and delivered to
her and to all their kindred the injunctions of the lost man.  One
account says that the woman followed her spectre husband to the
forest, where she joins in the chase with him to this day, and that
they - have there children born in the wouods,  The first boy and
girl retained their human form, according to this acconnt, but some
Pawangs say that the whole fumily arve in the forest with the
father.

¢ The episode of the chisel, which here scems to be meaningless, connects this
legend with the beliefs of the Bataks and of the Balincse regarding earthquakes.
If an earthquake occurs, the Batak enlls ont Sokw! ( the handle of a chisel ), in
allusion to the chisel of Butara Guru, which was broken during the creation of the
world when a raft was heing made for the support of the carth.  Sce Kuwi Lan-
guage and Literatare, VAN per Trek. Journal of the Royal Asiatie Society, X111,
N. 8, Pait L, p. 60.

+ In explanation of this, it may be necessary to remark that Malay houses are
huilt on wooden posts, so that tho floor i+ raised off the ground to a height
varying from three to six feet. A horizontal pole, wedged into the framework of
the flor from the outside, would thus «tick out at right angles to the house and
obatruct a pnsser-hy.
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Numerous manira, or charms, against the evil influence of the
Wild Huntsman are in use among the Pawangs, or medicine-men,
of Pérak. These are repeated, accompanied by appropriate cere-
mouies, when the discase from which some sick person is suffering
has been traced to an encounter with the kantu pemburu.

The following may serve as a specimen :—

Bi-smi-llthi-r-rahmdni-r-rahim,

Es-salawn “aleykwn Hei Si Jidi laki Mah Jaduh.

Pergi burw ka-rimba Ranchah Makanyg.

Katapany nama bukit-nia,

St Langsat nama anjing-nia,

Si Kuimbang nama anjing-niq,

St Nibong vama anjing-uia,

Si Pintas nama anjing-nia,

St Aru-Aru nama anjing-nia,

Timiang Balu nama swnpitan-nia,

Lavwkapuri nama lembing-nia,

Singha-brana ncna mata-nia,

Pisau rant panjang nlu

Akan pemblah pinang berbuln,

Ini-lah pisan raut deripada Maharaja Gure.

Akan pendlah prut hantu pemburu.

Aku tahw asal angkaw mula menjadi orany Katapang.
Pulang-luk angkaw ka rimba Ranchah Mahang.
Jangan angkaw meniakat-meniakit pada tuboh badan-ku.

*“In the name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful,
Peace be on thee, O Si Jidi husband of Mah Jadah.

Go thou and hunt in the forest of Ranchah Mahang.
Katapang is the name of thy hill,

St Lanysat is the name of thy dog,

Si Knubang is the uame of thy dog,

St Nibony is the name of thy dog,

& Pintas is the name of thy dog,

Si Aru-Aru is the pawe of thy dog,

Timiang Bulu is the name of thy blow-pipe,
Lankapuri is the name of thy spear,
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Stugha-buana is the name of its blade,

The peeling-knife with a long handle

Is to split in twain the fibrons betel-nut;

Iere is a knife from Maharaja Gurn

To cleave the bowels of the Hunter-Spirit.

I know the origin from which thou springest,
O man of Katapang.

Geet thee back to the forest of Ranchah Mahang.
Aftlict not my body with pain or disease.”®

In charms intended to guard him who repeats them, or whe
wears them written on paper, against the evil influences of the
Spectre Huntsmant the names of the dogs, weapons, &c., constantly
vary. The origin of the dreaded demon is always, however,
ascribed to Katapang in Sumatra. This superstition strikingly
resembles the European legends of the Wild Huntsman, whose shouts
the trembling peasants hear above the storm. 1t is, no doubt, of
Aryan origin, and, coming to the Peninsula from Sumatra, seems te
corroborate existing evidence tending to shew that it is partly
through Sumatra that the Peninsula has received Aryan myths and
Indian phraseology. A superstitious prejudice against the use of-bam-
boo in makinga step-ladder for a Malay house and against drying
clothes outside a house on poles stuck into the framework, exists
in full force among the Pérak Malays.  The note of the birik-birik
at night, telling as it docs of the approach of the hantu pemburn,
is listened to with the utmost dread and misgiving. The Bataks
in Sumatra call this bird by the same name—birik-birik, Tt is
noticeable that in Batak legends regarding the creation of the
world, the ovigin of mankind is asciibed to Putri-Orta-Bulan, the
daughter of Batara-Gure, who descended to the earth with a white
ol and a doy. }

¢ Sce a similar charm, for protection against this <pirit, in use among one of
the wild tribes of the peninsula, Journal of the Indian Archepelago, I., 818. In
the charm given in the tcxt the names of the forest, dogs and blow-pipe are
Maslay, Lankapuri is the Sanskrit pame for the island of Ceylon, and Singha-
buana secms to be composed of two Sanskrit words meaning “ lion” and “ world.”

+ Four or five dillerent versions are in my possession.

1 Mamspes—History of Sumatra, 385. Au imperfuet version of the story of
tho kantu pemburu is 1o be found in DE BACKER'Ss L' Arckipel Indien.
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different gualifications areattributed. Good or evil fortune may be
expected according .as the various periods fall to the various por-
tions of the design. Numerous Malay treatises on' this, to them
all-important, subject exist. One well-known one is called Se-
dang Budiman. The most popular, perhaps, are those which
treat of the five ominous times ( katika lima) and the seven
ominous times (katika tujoh ). The latter are ruled by the bin-
tang tujoh ( the seven planets ), which the Malays enumerate as fol-
lows: Shems, the sun ; Kamr, the moon ; Marik, Mars; Utarid, Mer-
cury : Zahrat, Venus ; Mustari, Jupiter ; Zahal, Saturn. Tables are
drawn up assigning the influence of one of these to every hour of
the week. and the nature of the influence which each planet is sup-
posed to exercise is fully explained.

Tur Rarxnow.

Pulangi, the usual Malay word for the rainbow, means “ striped.”
The name varies, however, in different localities. In Pérak it is
called palangi wivww (from a belief’ that it is the path by which
spirits descend to the earth to drink), while in Penang it is known
ax wlar daun® (- the snake dann™). In Plrak, a rainbow which
stretehes in an arch across the sky is called bantal (* the pillow ™)
for some reason which I have been unable to ascertain. When =
only a small purtion of a rainhow is visible, which seems to touch
the carth. it is called funggul (“the tlag™), and if this is seen at
some particular point of the compass—the West, I think,—it
betokens, the Pérak Malays say. the approaching death of a Raja.

Another popular belief is that the ends of the rainbow rest on
the carth, and that it oue conld dig at the exact spot covered by one
end of it, an untold treasure wonld be fonnd there.  Unfortunately.
no one can ever arvive at the place.

SUNSET.

Sunset ix the hour when evil spirits of all kinds have most power.
In P’érak, children are often called indoors at this time to save
them from nuseen dangers. Sometimes, with the same object, a

& Dharok, in Hindustini, means “a bow” and is a common term in India,
ameng Hindus, for the minbow ; dhanu and dhanush also signify “a bow,”
dhanr re sl for the sign Sagittarius,  All these words are of Sanskrit origin,
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burden, it is universally believed that the observance of particular
ceremonies, and the repetition of prescribed formulas, are necessary
before wild elephants can be entrapped and tamed.  Some of these
spells and charms (mantra) arc supposed to have extraordinary
potency, and I have in my posscssion a curious collection of them.
regarding which, it was told me seriously by o Malay, that in con-
sequence of their being read alond in his house three times, all the
hens stopped laying ! The spells in this collection are nearly all
in the Siamese language, and there is reason to believe that the
modern Malays owe most of their ideas on the subject of taming
and driving clephants to the Siamese.  Those, however, who had
no idea of making use of the elephant, Imt who feared him ax
an enemy, were doubtless the first to devise the idea of influencing
him by invocations. This idea ix inherited, both by Malays and
Siamese, from common ancestry.

In the case of the crocodile, again. we find an instance of a dan-
@erous animal being regarded by Malays as possessed of mysterious
powers, which distinguish him from most of the Lirute creation, and
class him with the tiger and clephant. Just as in some parts of
India sacred crocodiles are protected and fed in tanks set apart for
them by Hindus, so in Malay rivers here and there, particular cro-
codiles are considered kramat (sacred), and are safe from moles-
tation. On a river in the interior of Malacea, T have had my gun-
barrels knocked up when taking aim at a crocodile, the Malay whe
did it immediately falling on his knees in the hottom of the beat
and entreating forgiveness on the ground that the individual rep-
tile aimed at was kramat, and that the speaker’s family would not
be safe if it were injured. ‘The source of ideas like this lies far
deeper in the Malay mind than his Muhammadanism, but the new
creed has, in many instances. appropriated and accounted for them
The connection of the tiger with .Ar1. the nucle of the prophet, has
already been explained. A grosser Muhammadan fable has Twen
invented regarding the crocodile.

This reptile, say the Pérak Malays. was first ereated in the fol-
lowing manner :—

There was once upon a time a woman called Potei Padang Ge-
ringing, whose petitions fonnd great favonr and aceeptance with the
Almighty.  She it was who had the care of Sitr Fatia, the
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daughter of the prophet. One day she took some clay and
fashioned it into the likeness of what is now the crocodile. The
material on which she moulded the clay was a sheet of wpik (the
sheath of the betel-nnt palm). This became the covering of the
crocodile’s under-surfuce.  When she atteinpted to make the mass
breathe it broke in pieces.  This happened twice.  Now it chanced
that the Tuan Prrrt had just been eating sugar-cane, so she ar-
runged a number of sugar-canc joints to serve as a backboue, and
the peelings of the rind she utilised as ribs. On its head she placed
a sharp stone and she made eyes out of bits of saffron (kuniet) ;
the tail was made of the mid-rib and leaves of a betel-nut frond.
She prayed to God Almighty that the creature might have life, and
it at once commenced to breathe and move. For a long time it
was a plaything of the prophet’s daughter, Strr Fatixy, but it at
length became treacherous and faithless to Tuan Putki Papaxd
GERINSING, who had grown old and feeble.  Then Fatima cursed it
saying : “Thou shalt be the crocudile of the sea, no enjoyment shall
be thine, and thou shalt not know lust or desire.” She then de-
prived it of its tecth aud tongue, and drove nails into its jaws to
close them. Tt is these nails which serve the crocodile as teeth to
this day.

Malay Pawangs in Pérak observe the following methods of pro-
ceeding when it is desired to hook a crocodile. To commence with,
a white fowl must be slain in the orthodox way by cutting its
throat, and some of its blood must be rubbed on the line (usually
formed of rattan) to which the fowl itself is attached as bait. The
dying struggles of the fowl in the water arve closely watched and
conclusions are drawn from them as to the probable behaviour of
the crocodile when hooked. If the fowl goes to a considerable
distance, the crocodile will most likely endeavour to make off, but
it will be otherwise if the fowl moves a little way only up and
down, or across the stream.  When the line is set, the following
spell must be repeated: “ Aur Dangsuri kamala sari, sambut
kirim Tuan Putri Padany Geringing tidak di sumbut mate angkan
chabut.” (O Dangsari, lotus, flower, receive what is sent thee by
the Lady Princess Padang Gerinsing ; if thou receivest it not, may thy
cyes be torn ont”).  As the bait is thrown into the water the oper-
ator must blow on it three times, stroke it three times, and thrice
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a baby, and a Malay will employ some purely nonsensical word,
or convey his meaning in a roundabout form, rather than incur
possible misfortune by using the actual word “fat.” * Ai bukan
-wiu poh-poh gental budak ini” (“Isn't this child nice and round ?”)
is the sort of phrase which is permissible.

If a woman dies in child-birth, cither before delivery, or after
the birth of a child and before the forty days of uncleanness have
expired, she is popularly supposed to become a langsuyar, a flying
demon of the nature of the “white lady” or “banskee.” To pre-
vent this, the following precantions are sometimes taken in Pérak :
a quantity of glass beads are put in the mouth of the corpse, a hen’s’
egg is put under each arm-pit and needles are placed in the palms
of the hands. It is believed that if this is done the dead woman
cannot hecome a langsnuyar, as she cannot open her mouth to
shriek (wgyilai), or wave her arms as wings, or open and shut her
hands to assist her flight. ‘

Bujuny (* single,” “solitary,” and hence in a secondary sense
“un-married”) is the Sanskrit word blwjangge “a  dragon”.
* Bujang Malaka,” & mountain in Pérak, is said by the Malays of
that State to have heen so ealled because it stands alone, and could
be scen from the sea by traders who plied in old days between the
the Pérak river and the once-flourishing port of Malacca. But it
ix just as likely to have been named from some forgotten legend in
which a dragon played a part. Dragons and mountains are gene-
rally connected in Malay ideas. The caves in the limestone hill, Gu-
nong Pondok, in Pérak, are said to be haunted by a genius loci in
the form of a snake who is popularly called Si Bujang. This seems
- to prove beyond doubt the identity of bujang with bhujangga. The
snake-spirit of Gunong Pondok is sometimes as small as a viper
and sometimes as large as a python, but he may always be identi-
fied by his spotted neck, which resembles that of the wood-pigeon
(tekukur ). Landslips on the mountains, which are tolerably fre-
quent dnring very heavy rains, and which, being produced by the
same cause, ave often simultancous with the flooding of rivers and
the destruction of property, are attributed by the natives to the
sudden breaking forth of dragons (naga ) which have been perform-
ing religious penanee (ber-tapa) @ in the mountains, and which are
making their way to the sex.

* Sanekrit lapasya.
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The foregoing are only a few specimens of the legends, sayings,
superstitions, and peculiarities of the Malays, which may be col-
lected by any one whois resident among them and conversant with
their language. Though, in many instances, they are pucrile and
foolish, they are not without value for the sake of comparison with
the superstitious beliefs of other races.

There would be more observers of curious customs and beliefs

among the Malays if Englishmen in these latitudes would get out
of the habit of regarding the Malays simply as a Mubammadan
people inhabiting the countries in the vicinity of the Straits of
Malacea. Let them regard the Mubammadanism of the Malay as
an accident not to be taken into account in studying the character
and tracing the origin of the people. The Asiatic Malay is physi-
cally the same, from Sumatra eastward to Borneo, and many legends,
enstoms, and superstitions which are found among the heathen
Bataks of Sumatra, the wild tribes of the Peninsula, and the Dayaks
of Borneo, belong equally to the more civilised Malay tribes, those
who have accepted Muhammadanism, and who, on that account, are
popularly and erroneonsly supposcd to be a different race.
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NOTES ON THE RAINFALL OF SINGAPORE.
BY J. J. L. WHEATLEY.

— 0 —

The amount of Rainfall in Singapore having been a topic very
frequently discussed, it is with some diffidence the accompanying
tables are submitted. Any one who applies himself to the study
of this subject, cannot but fecl, at the very threshold of his labours,
how little he has to help him, and how difficult it is to arrive at any
definite conclusion.

For some years back, I have tried to collect as much information
28 was possible on the rainfall of this Settlement, but find that
very little indeed can be done in this matlier. Whatever records
of rainfall may have been kept in times past, all that are at pre-

sent available, are :—

1.—Statements of the number of rainy days in each year,
from 1820 to 1825.

2.—A Statement of Rainfall for the year 1835.

3.—Observations made at the Singapore Observatory, for
the years 1841 to 1814, and for the first ninc months
of 1R45.

+—After a large gap of scventeen years, Mr. J. D.
VavcHAN'S Observations, from 1862 to 1866, whose
returns were published quarterly in the local Gorern.
ment Gazetle.

5.—Meteorological Observations, which were commenced
by the late Dr. RanpeLy, Principal Civil Medical
Officer, Straits Settlements, in 1869, and which are
maintained to the present time. The Monthly Re-
turns of these were published for many years in the
Government Gazette, but of late years they have been
discontinued. The P. C. M. O., however, supplies the
press, public institutions, &c., with a yearly copy of
Monthly Returns, both of Metoorological Observa-
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Observatory during 1811 to 1844—a period of four consecutive
years; and the average annual number of wet days was set down
at 185 days, or a little over one-half the year, this last conclusion
being drawn from the observations of broken periods as below:—
During 1820 there were 229 wet days*

» 1821 » 203

“ 1821 " 133,

. 1823 17,

39

185 average of 4 years,
but searching for information on this point, I am enabled to fill up
the break, and we have:—

During 1520 there were 229 wet days
» 1821 » 203
» 1822 " 218 ,,
, 1823 208
1824 ” 136 ,,
» 1823 " 1,

1,165 ,

—

giving 194 as the average of G years.

It would appear, that during the early days of the Settlement,
which only dates from 1819, from want of a rain guage (due to
the difficuities attendant on first occupation, and of getting things
from India), all that was attempted, was, to keop a register of the
readings of the thermometer and barometer (which every ship
carried), and a note only made of the number of fair days and wet
days. The earliest record of a register of rainfall that can be
traced is that of 1835.

It is, howerver, interesting to note that the accepted average an-
nual rainfall of 1841 to 1844, has not been affected notwithstand.
ing the extensive clearing of forest that must have taken place
during the past forty vears, for the average of Mr. Kn1GET'S regis-
ter (Table 111.) keeps a little above it, viz., 93.94 inches, while the

®By wet or rainy days, is understood days on which rain in more or less
varying quantities from one-hundredth of an inch has been registered.
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framed, as has been done for the Astronomer, whercby that which
now appears dark, doubtful and difficult, will be made clear, certain
and simple; and the perils of the navigator at sea, the devastating
effects of hurricanes on land, and the distress and want of famines
will be foreseen and provided against with certainty.
Admiral Frrzeoy, in his Weather Book, says: “ Having accurate
¢ statistical observations of the various currents of air at selected
“ outlying stations shewing pressure or tension, temperature and rela-
*“tive dryness, with the dircction and estimated horizontal force of
““wind at eack place simultancously, the dynamic consequences arc
“already measurable approximately on geometric principles, and,
¢¢ judging by the past, there appears to be reasonable ground for
“ expectation that meteorologic dynamies will soon be subjected to
*“ mathematicalanalysis and accurate formulas.” And again: “ Certain
‘¢ it is, that although our conclusions may be incorrect and our judg-
*“ ment erroneous, the laws of Nature and the signs afforded to man
‘¢ are invariably true. Accurate interpretation is the real deficiency.”

It appears from superficial observations, and the inferences one
can draw from having only a very faint idea of this subject, that
until at least there are trustworthy records of periods extending
over two or three solar cycles, it would be futile to hazard, even by
guessing, a rule by which the Rainfall of Singapore can be calcu-
lated upon. If, therefore, this Society will endeavour to collect
all possibly accurate returns of the rainfall, &e., it will be doing
great service to those who may study the Meteorology of this part
of the world from the tables thus preserved, when this generation
shall have passed away.

Nothing in this paper is intended to dispute or question the
accepted and well known fact, that disafforestment of a country
does bring about a change of climate by diminishing rainfall, but
before concluding, it would be well to urge, for the consideration
of those who may be interested, the advisability of providing
against another result of extensive clearings of forests, viz, the
failure of the supply of fuel, not to speak of the timber supply
for building, &c., in the future. 1f disafforestment does not
influence the rainfall of this Settlement, it will certainly have some
influence on the supply for the above-mentioned dewands.  The
nuwber of local steam cugines on laud and at sca, consuming lurge
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JOURNAL
OF A VOYAGE THROUGH THE

STRAITS OF MALACCA

e -

ON AN EXPEDITION TO THE

MOLUCCA ISLANDS

UNDER THE COMMAND OF
ADMIRAL RAINIER

WITH SOME ACCOUNT OF THOSE ISLANDS AT THE TIME OF THEIR
FALLING INTO OUR HANDS, AND LIKEWISE 8UGGESTIONS RELATIVE
TO THEIR FUTURE BETTER MANAGEMENT IN CASE OF BEING
RETAINED IN OUR PERMANENT POSSESSION,

BY

CAPTAIN WALTER CAULFIELD LENNON,

Prixvcirat ENGINEER AND SECRETARY To THE ExrebpiTion.

1796.
—

Madras, October 12th, 1795. 1 this day embarked on Ilis Ma-
jesty’s ship Suffolk as Principal Engincer and Secretary to the
Expedition.

13th—Seventy-eight minute guns were this day fired from the

Fort and Suffolk on account of the death of His Highness the
Nabob of Arcott, who departed this life last night.

14th.—Threatening appearances of a gathering monsoon, heavy
rain with violent thunders and lightning. A royal salute was

fired on account of the capturc of Malacen, the intelligence of
which arrived this morning.



a2 EXPEDITION TO MOLUCCA ISLANDS.

Madras to Pulo Penang.

15th.—The Admiral having come on board this day we sailed
about 5 in the afternoon in company with the Centurion, Arnisios,
Indiaman, Surprize, galley, and Mary, transport.

18th.—By the chronometer and meridian observations we seem
to have had a current a little to the North-East, exactly contrary
to what it is natural to oxpect at this season.

19th.—Some signs of discontent appeared amongst the soldiers
on board, on acconnt of the difference of their victualling from the
sailors, but were soon put a stop to.

220l —These last three days, observations confirm the opinion
of a North-East current of about 14 per day. Received a copy of
signals for the Military, which was communicated to the different
corps.

28th.—A vast deal of rain with short squalls and very close
weather in general.  One of the soldiers detected in stealing was
punished by the Naval Articles of War.

29th.- Light winds and hazy weather, very extraordinary nip
plings for these two days, we meet them in a line of turbulest
waves at the distance of about a mile from each other, extending
from Nort-East to South-West as far as we can see.  Two large
ships appeared in sight to-day standing to the Northward, which
seemed to be Indiamen bound to Bengal.

November 2nd.—Carnicobar plainly in view this morning. From
its hearing and distance when sights were taken for the chronome-
ter this morning, the Longitude of that island appears to be 11°
58 East of Madras Observatory, or in 92° 19’ East of Greenwich;
Latitude, North end, 9° 18",

Hth.—For two days after we lost sight of the Carnicobar, we
Liad a great sett to the Sonthward, 80" or 90" ahead of our reckoning,
by which we made Pulo Lando unexpectedly, and next day Pulo
Way, with the mainland of Swmatra. From thence we found s
strong current against us out of the Straits of Malacea, so much
so that, though for the last four days we have heen working to the
Lastward, with intervals of favourable winds, we have lost in
Longitude by the chronometer since the 8th. We now find a
strong North-Westerly current out of the straits, very hard rain
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with violent squalls attended with thunders and lightning.

13th.—Last night the Centurion made the signal for seeing land,
on which we lay to; it proved, as we supposed to be, Pulo Pera, a
small island quite bare, with good soundings all round. Last night
a soldier of Captain MEvuLH'S company died, and our sick list
amounts to 78. About 3 .M. we made Pulo Penang, but the wind
falling scant, we anchored in 7 fathoms water off the North-West
point.

14th.— Scarce any wind at all. We weighed anchor ahout 10
o'clock and with the tide crossed over the long flat shoal which lays
off the North part of the island, on which we had only 4} fathoms wa-
ter, but the bottom is soft mud, and as this happened to be low water
at the lowest tides here, and the water always smooth, it can never
be dangerous. Captain NEwcouk of the Orpheus and Captain
Packexuam of the Resistance came on bvard and dined with us.
We did not get to our anchors in the harbour until 4 o’clock. The
Swift, sloop, with Major Vicors, who is to command the land
troops of our expedition, arrived this evening from Madras, which
she left the 24th ultimo. Learned this day from the Admiral the
manner of getting possession of Malacea, and the intention of an-
nulling the present Government. '

Pulo Penang.

15th.—Went ashore this day with the Admiral, who introduced
me to Mr. MaxyiNeToN, the Chicf, and other gentlemen of the
Island. This day reccived information of the whole state of
affairs at Malacea, and the chief objects of our present expedition,
Dined and spent the evening with Captain Grass.

16th.—We this day had a large party at Mr. Scorr’s.  This
gentleman has lived here since the first establishment of the Island.
He had formerly been a Captain in the country trade, but being
unfortunate, was obliged to live chiefly amongst the Malays. on
the Island Junkeeylon. He has since made a handsome fortune,
and very honorably discharged all his former debts. s house is
built of wood in the Malay fashion upon posts raised about 5 feet
from the gronnd. Several of the houses here are built in the same
way. which, however well adapted to the situation Malays in
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:tdom, they fuirly fell the first which in its fall brings down all the
tothers to leeward of it. After the trees are somewhat dry, they
m set fire to, but seldom that I could perceive, were entirely
soonsumed ; very large timbers still lying in the direction they
:chanced to fall. This and the quantity of ground lost by the stumps
;.'ltill remaining, if left to nature to decay, as is usually the case,
impedes the cultivation for not less than six years and sometimes
i:.ten. T am, therefore, of opinion that it would be more advantageous
' 40 dig the trecs at first fairly out of the ground, at least to cut all
" the roots that spread, and then ropes fixed to the top could easily
- bring down the trees by tackles attached to the bases of the adjoin-
ing trees, and when this was iusufficient the aid of the axe and
mamooty could soon effect it. Rice is generally cultivated after the
wood is cut down, but from the ground not being effectually
cleared there ix full a third part of it lost, for at least six years,
_and the standing stumps give it the most barbarous appearance
possible.  The first expense and trouble is greater in the way that
"~ I conceive best, but the surface gained must more than counter-
balance it; for in the present manner there is the profit of two
eutire years' cultivation of the whole lost in the first six years.
The variety and luxuriance of the trees over this island, as over
all the Malay islands, is very great, timber very plenty and good ;
but they have no teak, which is the best wood in India; Poon
grows to an immense size, and one tree large enough for the
Snffolk’s main mast, for which I am told it was intended. now lays
upon the beach.

The soil about the town itself is sandy and very disagrecable,
being quite loose sand, or overgrown with a kind of long grass,
the seeds of which stick in one’s stockings and are very trouble-
some. The inland part of the island is very high, covered with wood
and as yet unexplored, cxcept a path which is cut to the signal
house on the highest point of the island. The pepper plantations
here flourish extremely well, and I am told that the pepper is of a
better quality than at Bencoolen, which has diminished in the
quantity of its prodnce considerably for some years past.  Perhaps
this circumstance may be the means of encouraging Pulo Penang,
which it certainly wants very much at present, though it thrives
fast notwithstanding : but there is a doubt in the minds of the inha-
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bitants whether it is to be kept in the hands of the Company, from
the unjust and extraordinary preference given to the Andamans by
Admiral CorswaLLIS, that deters them from embarking any consi-
derable capitals in clearing the grounds and making plantations
which require several years before they can derive any material
returns from. It is, therefore, imagined that it would be mnch
more to the advantage of the Company to withdraw the establish-
ments both of Bencoolen and Andamans and bestow their atten-
tions on this island: as the general opinion of the Andamans
proves that it never can answer the idea of Admiral CorRNwaALLIs,
the propricty of adding the garrison and establishment there to
Pulo Penang is acknowleged by every person acquainted with its
situation and the circumstances attending. This addition alone
would be sufficient cncouragement and security to Penang. As to
Bencoolen, since it is only kept up for the purpose of collecting
the pepper on the West coast of Sumatra, and seeing that the quan-
tity produced has gradually diminished for xome years past. it is a
question, with very little doubt, if the whole of this pepper would
not just as certainly be brought to the Engli~h at Penang. where
the Malays could sell it at a price, not so much above the contract
price of Bencoolen. as to equal the expense of that Settlement now.

The harbour of Penang is proved to be safe and capable of hold-
ing all the ships of our Navy in the East, and affording them and
any other ships every requisite assistance at all times. There is
now a shipwright established. who built four ships here, and from
the cheapness of timber, if encouragement was given to artificers,
ships might be built cheaper here than anywhere in India, and
docks for the largest ships conld be furmed almost by the simple
excavation of the rock of Pulo Juaja* where the Chinese now ma-
nufacture chunam very cheap and guod. Tt is, therefore, a good
situation for establishing a Naval Arsenal as the most central to
all the trade between India and China and all the islands to the
Eastward, which there are now hopes may be earried to an extent
much beyond what it has been hitherto, and this in all probability
could be done without any, or at most a very trifling, expense to the
Company ; since if they would only avow their encourngement and
support of the Settlement, in the manner before-mentioned, its
being continued a free port would secure it such a resource of

¢ Jerajah or Jerjah.
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4',, shipping and trade as would tempt the speculation of individuals
4 to these undertakings. The watering of ships at Penang at pre-
{ sent is by no means convenient, but might easily be made so, at a
much less expense than has been proposed by some schemers, whose
£ plan I have heard of, but who don’t seem to understand the sub-
- ject ; though perhaps it may some day happen that, being proposed
+ by some person with interest, it may become an expensive job to
§ the Company without much advantage to the public.
The Fort is situated in the North-East pointof the island, which I
F think the best, but it is in itself so childish a plan and scale, so near
[ the sea, so ill-executed, and so crowded on by the town and houses
1 adjoining, that I fancy, to afford a real security to their possessions,
. it will be found necessary to build another in a different place. I
* am told the hest place for the purpose is about six miles
. South, near where the Chinese have their pepper gardens, and
where there is an inner harbour, which might, as far as I can judge,
E from the plan of it, be improved to the reception of large ships.
" The tree or plant which yields that curious substance, the elastic
: gum, grows here in abundance; its juice, when cut or broken,
¢ resembles milk, which, when suffered to remain exposed to the air,
coagulates into the substance we see it without any chemical
process whatever. Bullocks and sheep are very scarce and poor
here; the beef is generally buffalo, chiefly from the opposite shore
- of Queda, and sheep come from Bengal. Poultry are plenty and
. cheap: the market being supplied by Malay prows, besides what are
bred on the island, which are every day increasing; vegetables
are cultivated in great plenty by the Chinese, who, wherever they
settle, arc industrious and orderly. Tam told that there are at
present for sale in Queda, twenty very fine elephants, which might
be bought and embarked for 500 Spanish dollars each, which
would be worth from 1,000 to 1,500 or even 2,000 Pagodas each on
the coast of Coromandel, this breed of elephants being much more
esteemed than any in India. Having reccived orders from the
Admiral for the embarkation of the troops, communicated the same
to Major Vicors.
Pulo Penang to Muluacca.

Aaale

24th.—This moring embarked with the Admiral on board the
Orpheus, weighed anchor at 10 o'clock, and sailed through the
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southern passage. in which we had rather more water than on the
tlat to the Northward, but the channel is more intricate, though
perfectly safe with a leading wind.

25th.—Fell in with four China ships bound for Bengal and
Bombay. By one of the latter we sent despatches to be landed
at Anjango. We steered South after clearing the shoal, which
extends to mnear Saddle Island, and the 26th made Pulo Jarn.
We then stecred South-East, and the next day, 27th, made the Sam-
belans or Nine Islands. Two more China ships passed us. 28th,
very light airs, but fine weather: this evening made the Aroas, and
anchored for the night.

29th.—Stecring duc East from the Aroas, we sailed with a fine
breeze through the Sand Heads to Parcelar Hill, from whence the
course to Malacca, South-East is withont danger, Point Rachar-
do, half way. being a very safc mark.  All these islands and points
are like so many mile-stones or guide posts for this little voyage.

Malacca.

30th.—Our wind very faint and the tide against us for a grest
part of this day : we did not anchor in Malacca road until 5 o’clock
in the evening.  Tmmediately went on shore with the despatches
from the Admiral intimating his intention to dissolve the Dutdh
Government.

December 1st.—Went on board this morning to attend the Ad-
miral, as Mr. CourERrts told me last night that the Council intend-
ed sending a deputation this day on bhoard to compliment His
Excellency. Shortly after, two members of the Dutch Couneil and
an Interpreter came on board, when the business proved a mere
compliment of congratulation on his arrival and nothing more.

The Admiral soon after went on shore, and was received by the
Governor, Mr. Covrervs, Major Brows and all the Officers of the
(rarrison.  He was conducted to the Government House, whence
after a short stay we went to the house inhabited by Major IBrows.
Some other houses the Admiral looked at, but they all appeared too
hot and confined, and at last he resolved on going into Captain
NEwcoMe's house on North-West side of the town just outside the
Tranquera bridge, Mr. Covrervs never once having offered the
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Government House, though the only one proper for his residence.
‘We dined this day with Mr. CoupERvs; there was a large company,
and not a bad dinner, allowing for Dutch cooking, of which T have
not the most delicate idea. Madam Cotvrerts was dressed in the
most unbecoming manner possible, a mixture between the Malay
and Portaguese, her outward garment being made exactly like a
shift, she looked as if she reversed the order of her dress altoge-
ther. Hor hair was drawn so tight to the crown of lier Lead, and
the skin of her forehcad so stretched, that she could scarce wink
her eyelids; she secmed however very affable and well bred for a
person never ont of Malacca. In the evening she played on the
barp, a plain instrument without pedals and only capable of a na-
tural key, made at Batavia; she was accompanied by some ot her
slaves on violins; and altogether made very good music fora
Dutchman to sleep to: she chewed betel incessantly, as did the
other ladies in company, and every chair in the room was furnished
. with a cuspidor to spit in, for while the ladies chewed and played.
the Dutchmen smoked their long pipes and drank Klein beer,
which is some of the best malt liquor I ever tasted. 'We were at-
tended at dinner and during the evening by Malay slaves, male and
female, some of the latter rather pretty, considering the general
.cast of Malay features. Covrerrs, I am told, has above 130 slaves,
which must be a vast expense to him, and he never sells one.
December 2ud.—The declaration to dissolve the Dutch Govern-
ment, which is to be made in Conncil, was this day prepared.
3rd.—After a conference of considerable length between the
Admiral and Major Browy, the latter was taken ill, and therefore
no decision took place respecting the declaration. The Convoy
arrived this day from Penang; Major Vieors aud most of the
Officers landed.

4th.—The Admiral, finding Major Browx unable to attend
business this day, convened the Dutch Council and dissolved
the Goverument as it stood since our possessingthe place, having
entered the declaration as a minute in their proceedings.  Captain
NEwcoxk was in the ridiculous predicament of sitting as a Member
during the dissolution of the Goverument, though the mode of
forming it was partly a measure of his own ; however, I beliove ho
concurred much more heartily in its dissolution than establishment,
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Government House, though the only one proper for his residence.
We dined this day with Mr. CouPERUS; there was a large company,
and not a bad dinner, allowing for Dutch cooking, of which T have
not the most delicate idea. Madam Covrrres was dressed in the
most unbecoming manner possible, a mixture between the Malay
and Portuguese, her outward garment being made exactly like a
shift, she looked as if she reversed the order of her dress altoge-
ther. Her hair was drawn so tight to the crown of her head, and
the skin of her forehead so stretched, that she could scarce wink
her eyelids; she secmed however very affable and well bred for a
person never out of Malacca. In the cvening she played on the
harp, a plain instrument without pedals and only capable of a na-
tural key, made at Batavia; she was accompanied by some of her
slaves on violins; and altogether made very good music fora
Dutchman to sleep to; she chewed betel incessantly, as did the
other ladies in company, and every chair in the room was furnished
with a cuspidor to spit in, for while the ladies chewed and played.
the Dutchmen smoked their loug pipes and drank Klein beer,
which is some of the best malt liquor I ever tasted. 'We were at-
tended at dinner and during the evening by Malay slaves, male and
female, some of the latter rather pretty, considering the general
.cast of Malay features. Covrerts, I am told, has above 130 slaves,
which must be a vast expense to him, and he never sells one.

December 2ud.—The declaration to dissolve the Dutch Govern-
ment, which is to be made in Council, was this day prepared.

3rd.—After a conference of considerable length hetween the
Admiral and Major Browx, the latter was taken ill, and therefore
no decision took place respecting the declaration. The Convoy
arrived this day from DPenang: Major Vicors aud most of the
Officers landed.

4th—The Admiral, finding Major Browx unable to attend
business this day, convened the Duteh Council and  dissolved
the Government as it stood since our possessingrthe place, having
entered the declaration as a minute in their proceedings. Captain
NewcoMk was in the ridiculous predicament of sitting as a Member
during the dissolution of the Government, though the mode of
forming it was partly a measure of his own ; however, I believe ho
concurred much more heartily in its dissolution than establishment,
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and swamps, from the small proportion of sick in Hospital, itaff Jliw
be reckoned healthy for Europeans, though, since our poessimd ke
it, the rains have been very constant. This is probably owngh
the effect of putrid vegetation being washed away as soon as fomsh

Though situnted in the most favourable way for uniting sifh
resources of a rich country with an easy communication by ma® '
foreign markets. Malacea now labours under every inconvenina Qi
that an island does. without it advantages, and thongh itle
adjoining a soil eapable of yielding the richest productions of evey
kind, and though under the dominion of an Kuropean power it
about 230 years, it remains, cven to the foot of the lines of th
town, as wild and unenltivated as if there had never heen a settle
ment formed here: and except by the small river that passes betwea
the fort and town, you cannot penctrate into the country in sy
direction. above a few miles : nor is even this extent general. beng
confined to the roads that run along the sea shore about two mils
cach way, and one that goes inland.  Mr. Cotvrerts has a comtry
house about four miles on this latter road: and there were, nom
time ago, gambier gardens, about seven miles inland, to which ths
road led, but it is not at present cleared farther than Mr
(‘ovrerrs’s house.  There is no cultivation at present round ¥s
lacea but the gardens of the Chinese, and a few of the Malaw,
who sapply the town with great abundance of vegetubles sd
fruits, the wvaricties of which are reckoned at npwards of 100
few of whicli are indebted, however, to ealtivation, lming mostl_vﬂl
spontaneous productions of Nature.  The gardens immediately nest
the town are so choaked up with cocoanut trees that even frm
Bocea China you can hardly see a house: they grow indeed =
thick ax very muech to obstruct the free cireulation of the air, ad
almost. entirely to keep oft’ the land wind, which at this season i
the prevailing one. and very cool and pleasant, This extraordins
rv want of cultivation, T am informed, iz the consequence of the
restrictive policy of the Duteh Government of Batavia, who make
a point of disconraging it, in all their Settlements, the more of
fectually to reuder them dependant ou Java, where alone they
promote cultivation and improvement, and from whence they sup-
ply all the other Settlements, even with the common necessaries of
life. Sugar might be cultivated here to great advantage, the cli
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day the pleasure to obtain very satisfactory information relative to
the situation, strength and disposition of the Natives of Amboina,
from which 1 have great hopes the task of reducing it, if necessary,
will not prove very arduous.

The arrangement being somewhat out of the regular line of
roster, has occasioned a good deal of discontent and representa-
tions from the officers left hehind, but has not caused any change
in the orders.

17th.—By an Fnglish ship arrived from China, we learn that
there were no French ships at Batavia on the 1st of November, as
three Portugnese ships left it on that date and arrived at Macao
December 3rd. These Portuguese may account for the white flags
that we have frequent reports of as French in that quarter.

19th.—The Sugfolk, Centurion and Hobart arrived this morning
from Pulo Penang. By them we learn the news of an action in the
Mediterranean, in which we were decidedly vietorious: that a
successful descent has been made on the coast of France ; that the
Bill for Reljef of the Army in Indin was at last hefore Parlinment :
and several other picees of infelligence,

21st.—The Arniston. Indiaman, was this day despatched on her
voyige to China, :

25th.—Chicfly engaged in completing the survey of Malacea,
The Prize Agents employed in taking accounts of all the public
effects, Major Browy having resigned the Government of Malacea,
and Major Vicors having preferred going on the expedition, Captain
Pargr, next in seniorvity, was put in orders for the Government of
Malacen,  Licutenant Herrnasn was also ordered for the expedi-
tion,

30th.—A\s it appeared to the Admiral that we were scarce in
tonnage, the trmenia. Captain Saxps, of 300 tons, was this day
taken up at four Pagodas a ton per month for six weeks certain,

31st.—Several of the secamen being in a very sickly state were sent
on shore under the charge of Doctor Harris's Assistant here, as
being unfit for immediate scrviee, but as there was a great want of
wholesome accommodation for them, 1 made, by the Admiral’s order,
a plan of a temporary hospital for the sick of the Navy, the execu-
tion of which 1left to Licutenant Farquuar. Notwithstanding that
his town is surrounded on the land side with impenetrable jungles
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ity to piracy, su common among  the Malays; and Lere, hu\ ing men-
Slbned this propensity for piracy, it may not be¢ improper to re-
Jmark. that it would be a most meritorious work to put a stop to it,
Sbould we have an opportunity, by gaining possession of all the
blltch Scttlements to the Eastward: which might in some time be
gffected by a couple of frigates stationed in the Straits of Malacca
and Sunda or Bally, and four or five sloops of war or armed brigs
©of a small draft of water, and made for sailing into the creeks
wrhere the prows of the pirates generally rendezvous. The sloops
#o have ranges alloted to them, and then publishing, in all the
fslands and chief towns of the Malays, Badjoos, and Buggesses,
ﬂlnt the English arc determined to destroy the towns where or
mnder whose jurisdiction piracies are committed, and all prows
srmed beyond a certain scale. After a few examples should have
Peen made, nations the most savage would soon cease practices so
yuinous to their interest.  This undertaking, which would add digni-
and respect to the English flag, and promote the cause of huma-
pity, and social intercourse with nations now unacquainted with
mch sentiments, might, I should hope, be accomplished at no very
gonsiderable expense, as a certain duty of tonnage might boe well
afforded, by all ships trading to the Eastward, for that security to
Zgheir lives and properties, which they are now under the necessity
iof guarding, cach scparately, at a very great additional expense of
imen and guus, exclusive of the constant apprchensions under
$which they carry on all their connections with those islands ; be-
fsides which, as the intercourse of trade would by this means very
imuch increase, an inconceivably greater ficld would open for the
ssale of British manufactures of all kinds: for the safety of trade
‘once established, the prices paid for European articles by those
E._iutions would fall to that just rate, which would enable them to
‘purchase infinitely greater quantities with more certain advantage
0 us than we now derive from extraordinary profits attended
with great risks.

Abundance and great variety of timber fit for ship-building is to
‘be got both here and at Penang.  Masts of the largest size are got
wery cheap from the opposite side at Syac,* and are sent annually
40 Batavia. Tt was for the purpose of carrying a cargo now ready.
Rere, that the Constantia, an old Indiaman, was sent here. A

* Siak.
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from Madras. However, as there has been a sort of interregnum
with regard to the Administration of Justice, it was judged neces-
sary to continue in office the Members of the former Court of Judi-
cature, which some of them seemed not over willing to comply
with, until they were given to understand, that the alternative
was being sent to Madras; accordingly a commission of justice was
made out and issued. The Fiscal is the Acting Member upon all
occasions of small import, and in the Dutch Government, his fees
always bore proportion to the rigour of the punishment. This
stimulus to cruelty neither the general disposition of the Dutch,
nor the particular temper of Mr. Ruuné required, and it was but
a short time before our arrival that a young woman with child was
whipped so unmercifully that she died in a short time. They
sometimes proportion the punishment to the time of smoking their
pipes; and it is not uncommon to say give him one or two pipes,
according to the magnitude of the offence; meaning that the cri-
minal is to be flogged during the time that the phlegmatic Fiscal
smokes one or two pipes of tobacco.

The investigation of the public accounts and revenue has been a
source of great trouble, and until the determination to send away
Mr. Covrerts and the Dutch soldiers was understood, every pos-
sible difficulty was thrownin the way. Tt now appears that sev-
eral things were omitted in the statement of public property first
sent. The account of the salarics and ¢moluments of the Dutch
servants scem to be loaded with a great many more charges than
is natural to conceive would be allowed ; but there seems to have
been a great deal of peculation in practice, particularly in one
article, the share of 25 per cent. on the revenue, that was allowed
to the Civil Servants; the consequence of which was, that the
Government tempted the Chinese farmers of the revenue, to bid
a vast deal moro than they were veally worth, from the first fruits
of which their share were regularly paid; but the balance was
more than could be collected ; and they were therefore obliged to
write to Batavia for a remission of it altogether, which I am im-
formed was never refused.  After the resignation of Major Browy,
the Admiral found himself freed from the promise he had made
to continue the monopoly, and therefore the public sale of the
revenue, some days ago advertised for this day, is on the principle
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loss to the public service than those little allowances; which would
not only gratify their pride as well as palate, but keep up that
efficient vigour necessary on their arrival at their destined scene of
action, for supposing only five in a hundred to suffer by the saving,
exclusive of the idea of humanity, that of economy will make it
evidently appear that it is cheaper to employ one hundred stout
healthy well fed men, than one hundred and five supported on
this curtailed allowance, five of whom are sure to become unser-
viceable thereby.

Off Carimon Island.

13th.—As if the winds were determined to oppose us, the mo-
ment yesterday we resolved on returning, it chopped about, and
was still against us, so that our progress back promises to be as
tedious as when coming.

14th.—Having come to an anchor off the little Carimon island,
the Admiral despatched the Hobart and prow to Malacca, with or-
ders for the Centurion and Swift to join us. I wrote to Captain
Parr an account of the information which caused our return, and
the Admiral’s intention to proceed by the Straits of Banca, to clear
it of any enemy that may be there.

15th.—A large ship appeared coming from the Eastward, which
proved to be the Phenir, Captain Iay, from Manila, the same that
was somctime ago guilty of piracy not far from hence, in having
plundered and burned a Dutch snow and plundered a vessel under
Arab colours. The Admiral sent for him, but as he shewed rather

an inclination to prosccute his voyage, the Resistance was sent in
chase.

16th.—The Seapoys and pioneers were landed at a very good
watering place on the great Carimon Island, to refresh themselves,
while the Transports were well washed and cleaned, which, from
being so crowded, could not be done while they were on board,
and was therefore necessary to their health and comfort. We also
changed our place and anchored near to the watering place.

17th.—This day joined us from Malacca, the Centurion, Hobart and

Swift. They inform us of the loss of the Shak-Munshy of Bombay,
from China. on the rocks of Pedra Branca on the 8th instant ; the
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crew were all saved in their boats, but the ship went to piem
immediately, and nothing but their lives saved; the boats mm
have passed us in the night of the ninth. The loss of this fim
ship is the consequence of the want of proper survey of thee
straits. with proper remarks on the tides and currents. From the
Pheeniz we this day learn by our boat which returned from her.
that there are two Spanish Frigates at Manila, both sickly, boud
shortly to Spain by way of Cape Horn. That the forces of Manik
are considerably increased, and great pains taken in their discipline
That the fort is put into a very respectable state of defence, the works
being new modelled and repaired. The present Governor is reckoned
an active clever man, who encourages cultivation and trade. Some
specimens of a white rope made of grass, and some of the material
itself prepared for twisting, were brought us, which seem to be very
strong, but T understand decays in fresh water. They makeavery
good sort of canvass of it. I am inclined to think that if the loag
grass, which grows on the beds of all the great rivers on the cost
was properly prepared, it is the same, or at least would be equive
lent to it, in strength and durability, as it possesses a remarkably
strong fibre, very fine and silky. We also got a small supply d
chocolate and biscuits from the Pheniz. This day a duel ws
fought between Ensign DEacoxy, of the 17th Battalion, and Captais
TurrypvLL of the Mary, Transport.

[ The Straits Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society is indebted#
Mr. W. E. Maxwerr for the above interesting paper. Mr. Mix-
weLL found it when looking through some papers at the Inds
Office Library, and copied that part of Captain LExxon’s Journd
which describes the passage of the Expedition through the Strsits
of Malacca.—Ep.]




A SKETCH OF THE CAREER

OF THE LATE
. JAMES RICHARDSON LOGAN,
OF PENANG AND SINGAPORE.

BY

J. TURNBULL THOMSON.

. perusing the first number of your publication, I observe the

. high terms in which my friend the late JaxEs RicaarDsoN Locax is

E"notioed by your Vice-President, the Ven'ble Archdeacon Hosk, uM.A.

This induces me to forward to you a few reminiscences of him, for,

. @oming from one who knew him from boyhood, and who had the

s - privilege of being his intimate friend for many years when residing

i in the Straits, what I have to relate, I venture to anticipate, will

e of some interest to your readers.

" He was the son of Mr. Tnomas Locax, of Berrywell, Ber-
wickshire, Scotland, who had married his cousin. also a Logay,
and to his mother my friend bore a strong resemblance. His
superior intellectual faculties were also inherited from this source,
hers being of a high order. His parents belonged to a family which,
in their country. were and are eminent as agriculturists, but at the
time I first knew him, Mr. Tnomas Locax had retired from business.

I met the subject of this notice as a boy when he was attending
the Academy of Dunse, conducted hy the late Mr. Trnoxas MavLE.

" He was there what was called an extra scholar, sitting with others

at a table in the centre of the school apart from the ordinary classi-

cal benches. At the table at which J. R. Locax sat, he and others
were brought forward in the several branches of education by special
teaching. From this Academy many men of note have emanated ;
amongst those that I can call to memory are the late Professor
Corxxivguax of Edinburgh, Captain Barkn Syitu of Bengal, and
Dr. Rosert HoGe of London.
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prices, &c. In preparing himself also for the practice of English
law (he having been trained in Scotland), I did not fail to notice
with astonishment the intense continued application he gave to the
contents of huge tomes, which, to me, were as “ dry as dust” and as
indigestible as sand.

During my residence at Penang, which continued for over three
years—in 1838 to 1841—he was a frequent visitor to my solitary
bungalow situated in the interior. His company was never more
charming than on such occasions. Making but few friends in
society, and being of a particularly retiring disposition, he seemed
to reserve an overfull share of his attractions for those that could
heartily sympathise with him in old fellowship. I remember par-
ticularly one occasion when I asked him to join me in an expe-
dition to the interior of Sabrang Prye. Bxploring the sources of
the Junjong Idup, probably now covered with cultivation, but, at
that time, under primitive forests, waste and unoccupied, except by
the tiger or the jakun, we were detained for three days by a con-
stant downpour and flooded rivers, having taken refuge in a deserted
pondok. Here his versatile talent came to our aid in wiling away
the long, dark, dreary hours, whose melancholy and tediousness
was enhanced by the wail of the wnku. T never heard Shakespeare
read with greater effect, vigour, or thorough appreciation.

Even in those his very young years, I found him a safe councillor
and adviser in matters important to myself, where a false step
might have been irretricvable. In my heart T was thankful to him
for this. We met again at Singapore in 1843-4, where his elder
brother ABramax had joined me in my own house as chum. A fal-
ling off in practice at Penang made a change advisable for the
younger LocaN also, and with us he took up his residence.

For several years, the busy practice of his profession seemed to
engage his whole attention, but early in 1847 I had an indication
of coming events; not that there had not been abundant indications
before this, for while he conducted the Guzette at Penang he drew
out originality and latent talent from many of the residents—Eu-
ropean and Asiatic—which that paper had never shown before, and
he himself illuminated it with many powerful leaders.

The occasion of this direct indication occurred when he had pre-
ceded me to Malacca on law business. 1 had followed in the gun-
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deserve it best. On this subject, it is now many years ago that I
had the pleasure of the company of Sir WiLLiam MartiN, Chief
Justice of New Zealand, when I was surprised to learn of the fami-
liar knowledge which that learned lawyer had of the minute
Analysis by Locax of the Polynesian languages.

Logax, in first applying himself to the geology of the Malayan
Peninsula, displayed great fortitude and contempt of danger, pro-
ceeding as he did in his excursions in a small sampan into coves and
creeks notoriously infested with pirates. But even more so did he
display these admirable qualities when penetrating the wilds of
Johor, Pahang and Kedah. About this period he had removed
to Sungei Kallang, near Singapore, while I, bound by my official
duty, remained in town.

I remember, after he had been on one of those expeditions for
several weeks, T was suddenly aroused late in the evening by what
appeared to be his spectre.  The next moment 1 saw him tottering,
when 1 rushed forward and grasped my friend, leading him to a
chair.

He had just returned from exploring the Indau, Johor, and Muar,
crossing the jungles of the interior, and after many adventures
amongst the wild tribes and cscapes from flooded rivers, alligators,
&c., he found means to return to Singapore. Weak, weary and sick,
he made his way tomy house, asthe nearest one, likely to administer
to his immediate wants. In this, I need not say there was no laxity.

In the latter years of our intercourse, I observed him to be prin-
cipally devoted to philology. On this subject, his range of enquiry
was as wide as it was persevering. 1 finally left the Far East in 1855,
before he had entered into the midst of his labours in this direction;
yet I had had fair opportunity of seeing his close application to the
science of language. All languages were equally attacked by him—
European, Asian, African, American, and Polynesian—in their glos-
sarial, phonetic and idiomatic phases, and particularly the latter.
The extent of the learning evidenced by his papers is surprising,
even now after the lapse of a quarter of a century, if we consider
that they were published before the present facilities were offered
or at hand to the student, which are now so abundantly pro-
vided by tho publication of the vocabularies and grammars of Hopg-
30N, KokLLg, BLack, CaxppiLr, aud a host of others.

A
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vileged companion and favoured protegé of the most illustrious men
in power, by whose interest and support he had unstinted facilities
given him in his special and peculiar pursuits. Logay, the son of
a gentlman, had none of this. What he attained was due solely to his
own labour and indomitable perserverance: these being exercised
at the same time under the distracting influences of a laborious
profession by which he honourably maintained himself.

Under these circumstances, probably LEYpEN would have accom-
plished more; indeed he must have done so, but an early death
overtook him, as we all know, caused by exposure to the malaria of
Batavia.

What LeypeN accomplished, therefore, was small as compared
with Locaxn. In the science of races and langnages, LocaN’s grasp
was almost universal, enabling him to collate the lexicons, vocabu.
laries and grammars of nations and tribes in the most distant parts
of the globe, and elucidate their systems and constructions. Of this
vast enquiry, LEYpEN may be said to have had time omnly to
approach the portal. :

But, as I have suggested hefore, Locan’s work was also incom-
plete. Ten years of learned leisure in his native country would
have enabled him to work wonders. Dut this was not vouchsafed
to him. Borne down by weak health, far from his native land, he
was taken from us at the age when man’s intellect is in its full
vigour. And we live to lament unfulfilled hopes, disappointed
aspirations, and useful labour ceased, to be no more.

INVERCARGILL, NEW ZEALAND,
20th Muy, 1881.
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MEMORANDUM

ON

THE VARIOUS TRIBES INHABITING
PENANG AND PROVINCE WELLESLEY

BY THE LATE

J. R. LOGAN.

[ On the 30th November, 1850, the late Mr. Davin Arrkes
wrote to the Government stating that the late Mr. JamEs Rien-
ArpsoN LoGay had written, for the Government, a paper on the
Wild Tribes of Penang and Province Wellesley, which Mr. Arrkex
believed would be found in the records of the Licutenant-Govern-
or’s Office, 'enang.

A sgearch was made, and the paper was found. It has never
before been published, and, coming from the pen of such an autho-
rity as Mr. J. R. Logay, will be read with great interest.—Ep. ]

Tie native races of the Malay Peninsula arc the Simang, the
Binua, the Malay, and the Siamesc.

Simangy.

The Simang arc scattered in small disconnected herds through-
out the forests of the broadest part of the Peninsula, comprising
the Malay States of Kedah, Pérak and Tringganu. They are the
sole aborigines of Kedah, including Provinece Wellesley, in the
vicinity of which some families continued to wander until ihe
increasing denseness of the Malay, SBamsam, and Chinese popula-
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tion, and the felling of the forests, drove them further inland. At
present the nearest groups ave those on the river Krian, above the
British boundary.

The Simang are a variety of the Papuan branch of the oldest
wce of Tndia, TUltra-India, and the Indo-Pacific 1slands, the other
branch being the Draviro-Australian.

The Papuans are distingnished from the lower Dravirian tribes
and castes, and from the Australianx. more by the spiral growth of
the hair than by any other ¢onstant physical characters.  From the
sccond great race of this cthnographical provinee—the Himalaic—
both branches are well differcutiated by the non-Mongolic shape
of the head and by the comparative slenderness of the trunk and
limbs, and darkness of the skin. The most striking and general
peculiarity of the head is the pyramidal form of the nose, caused
by the root sinking deeply in below, or forming an acute angle with
the base of the prominent brow ridge.

In the Simang, the head is small, the forchead low, rounded,
narrow and projecting over the root of the nose; the corona ridged
or obtnsely wedge-shaped; the occiput rounded and somewhat

“swelling 3 the fower part of the face oval or ovoid ; the cheek bones

broad, but not remarkably prominent, except with reference to the
narrow forchead ; the upper jaw not prognathous: the nose short
and somewhat sharp at the point and often turned up. also spread-
ing: the mouth large, but lips not thick; the projecting brow
nearly on the same vertical line with the nose, mouth and chin;
hair spiral and tufted; the beard of much stronger growth than
with the IHimalaie race; the eyes fine, middle-sized and straight ;
the iris large, black and piercing; the conjunctive membrane
yellow ; the person slender; the belly protuberant ; the skin fine
and soft, varving in colour from ycllowish brown and dark-brown
to black ; averaze height about tour feet eight inches.

The Papuan race exhibits great variety throughout its range
from the Andamans to the Viti-Archipelago, New Caledonia and Tas-
mania. Nome tribes are more Australoid than others ; some are
more Mongolic. especially where there has been intermixture with
the Himalaic race; and some approach the more debased and prog-
uathous varicties of the African Neero, but, as a whole, the race is
much wore akin to the Dravirian ( where the latter has not been
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improved by Iranian crossing), and to the East African, than to the
Himalaic. While the Australian branch, protected from the
Malayo Polynesian by the character of the Southern Continent,
Ppreserves a distnet form of langnage, which connects it with Dravi.
rian. No example has yet been brought to light of a Papuan tongue
possessing distinct pronouns and a distinet structure from the
Malayo-Polynesian or Himalayan. Some of the voeabularies
contain many upper Asiatic words not found in Malayo-Polynesian
dialects. The Simang dialects, while containing a large number of
Malayo-Polynesian vocablex, are more Himalaic than the Malayo-
Polynesian glossaries.  The pronouns have the peculiar forms that
were current in the dialects of that branch of the ITimalaic people
which predominated in the Gangetic basin and its confines before
. the Arians advanced into it, and which spread its language and
eivilization eastward till they prevailed from Guzerat to Tonquin.
These pronouns and many other common vocables are still used by
the Kol or Southal tribes on the Ganges, the Kyi or Kasia in the
Brahmaputra basin. the Palaong and the Mon or Peguans on the
Irawadi, the Kambojans on the Mekonu, and the Anamese on the
Tonquin. The Simang and some of the Binua tribes appear to
have obtained them at the time when the Mon.Kambojan nation
was eatablished on the lrawadi, the Menam and the Mckong.
before the Burmans rose into power, and long before the Shans or
Siamese advanced westward into Assam and soathward down the
Menam. separating the Mons from the Kembojans. That a Mon
Colony continued to flourish on the Muda down to a period long
aubsequent to the intrusion of the Arians intr ludia, i evidenced
by the rock inscriptions in characters similar to the ancient Mon,
which are found in Provinee Wollesley and on Bokit Mariam.

The Simang are about the least eivilised of the tribes of the
Indian Archipelago.  They wander in the forest, preying on wild
animals, which they kill with spears, arrows and darts from the blow
pipes s their only clothing a pieee of bark round the middle : and
their temporary lnirs ooly protected from the weather by a few
branches or Jeaves he over two or three sticks.

DBinua,

These tribes, Himalaie in rvace, are seattered over the Southern
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nose palder, and the eye brighter, straight and more liquid. Th
Malay is good-natured, courteous, sociable, gregarious and gosip
ing, finding unfailing amuscment in very small talk, jokes sl
pleasantries. To superiors, he is extremely deferential, but withw
taint of the abject or fawning Asiatics of higher civilization. Ht
intellect has little power of abstraction, and delights in a minsit
acquaintance with the common things around him, a character tié
reflects itself in his language, which is as rich in distinctionssd
details in the nomenclature of material objects and actions ssit¥
poor in all that relates to the operations of the mind. He issor:
and sluggish, and impatient of continuous labour of mind or bedt
He is greedy, and, when his intercsts are involved, his promises 3
professions are not to be trusted. His habitual courtesy and m
cence and the influence of his religion mask the sway of pasio
to which he may be secretly yiclding and under which he som*
times becomes rapacious, treacherous and revengeful. It B
become customary to protest against the dark colours in whichth-
carliecr European voyagers painted him, but their error was lew 8
what they wrote than in what they left unwritten. Under
native Governments, leading a wandering life at sea, or on thinlf
peopled borders of rivers—the only highways in land covered il
forest and swamp—trusting to his kris and spear for self-defex
holding in traditional respect the powers of the pirate and robhet.
and putting little valne on life. the Malay became pro\'crbialf“
feline treachery and bloodthirstiness.  Under the Governmentt
which Malays have been subjected in Provinee Wellesley, and which
has eertainly not crred on the side of paternal interference, forit
has left them as free as Encglish yeomen, they now form a e
munity as settled, contented, peaceable and free from serious erimt
as any to be found in British India—a result due to the clearing
forests, the formationJof roads, the establishment of a regulsf
Police, and the honest administration of the law,

The Malay treats his childeen with great atfeetion and an inde
lent indulgence.  Women are not seeluded, and the freedom which
they enjoy in their paternal homes is little abridged in after-life.
Early marriage is customary and neeessary, for it it were long post
poned after puberty. they would not be restrained by their religio
from the license which the habits of the non-Mahomedan nation
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of the same race permit to unmarried girls. In the Malay States
the law sanctions slavery and subjects the person of the female
slave to the power of her master.* In this Settlement, the Malay
finds compensation for the deprivation of this right in that of
divorce. and the extent which it is availed of renders marriage in
practice little more than the legalisation of temporary concubinage.
The independence allowed to women, and the manner in which
their parents and other relatives usually take their part, enable
them to purchase their divoree, or worry their husbands into grant-
ing it, whenever they wish to change them.

Siamese.

The Siamese do not differ much from the Malays in their physi-
cal characters. The person has much the same height and form.
The remarkable tlatness of the back of the head is more generally
present, the profile is also more vertical, the nose is more often
slightly arched, the mouth smaller and firmer. The chief peculia-
rities are the lowness of the hairy scalp and the staring expression
of the eye, caused by the retraction of the upper eyelid.

The Siamese belong to that branch of the Himalaie race which
preceded the Tibeto-Burman on this side of the Himalayas. Ata
very remote period in the histery of this branch, the progenitors of
the Lau migrated to what aftersvards became the Chinese province
of Yun-nan, and thus became, in a large degree, isolated from the
influence of the sister tribes who spread over the Gangetic basin
and Ultra-India, whilé the Mons and Kambojans became the great
maritime nations from the Irawadi to the Mekong, and the Ana-
mese occupied the borders of the China Sea as far North as Ton-
quin. The Lau retained their scquestered inland position until the
Chinese pushed their conquests and settlements into Yun-nan,
when between the 7th and Sth centuries hordes of the Lau re-
entercd the basin of the Irawadi, established themselves at Moung-
Goung and gradually subjected and partially occupicd Assam. Thus
in the 7th and Sth centuries, and subscquently in A.p. 1224, when

* But if the master avails himself of his power, in the case of a dobt.slave, he
dve~ it at the sacrifice of the debt.—Eb.
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a tendency to harmonic agglutivation and dissyllableism like the
Archaic Scythic and proto-Scythic tongues. Its present representa-
tives may be divided into three branches. The first to separate
from the Tibetan or Himalayan mother stem was the Malayo-Poly-
nesian. In the great Asiatic Archipelago it has preserved more of
the Archaic structure than the continental branches, and has deve-
loped the original phonetic tendencies until it has become highly
harmonic, and, in one of its leading and most influential varieties,
very vocalic. The next branch that left the Himalayan cradle was
the East Tibetan or Mon-Anam. It retains the direct collocation
and many of the Archaic forms of the common roots that are found
in Malayo-Polynesian. The third branch was the West Tibetan or
Tibeto-Burman, to which the present Tibetan and sub-Himalayan,
with many of the Ultra-Indian dialects, including Burman, belong.
Its distinctive trait is an inverse collocation which may be safely
attributed to its immemorial contact with the dialects of the Scy-
thic hordes, who have, from time to time, intruded into Tibet. Both
of the continental branches are very impoverished forms of the
Archaic-Himalayo-Polynesian. They are distinguished from the
insular branch by the decay and in many of them the loss of the
ancient phonology. TFromn the influence of the conterminous and
intrusive Chinese, or at least from a tendency which is common to
them with it, they now partake in various degrees of the crude
monosyllabic and tonic phonology which characterises that lan-
guage. The dialects that have had the longest and closest contact
with Chinese, ¢.g., the Anam and Siamese of the Mon-Anam
branch, the Burmese and Karin of the Tibeto-Burman, are now
monosyllabic and present so great a contrast to the harmonic
languages of the islands, that it is not surprising that Dr. PriTcEARD
and other cthnologists have classed them with the Chinese. On
the other hand, many of the Gangetic dialects that have not been
cxposed to contact with Chinese, or with their eastern sisters since
their transformation, retain harmonic and agglutinative traits,
similar to those that are found with a much more free and power-
ful development in the Oceanic tongues.

The foreign races found in the Straits Settlements are very nume-
rous, but to describe them, however briefly, would be to enter on
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the ethnology of a large portion of Asia and Europe. Chioa
Kuantung and Iok-kien furnish a large portion of vur pop
and Chinese from other provinces are found cither amm
ceueral population, or at the Roman Catholic Mission €
Anamese, Kambojans, Burmese and natives of various p
India, Persia, Arabia, Eastern Africa and Europe represent
nental cethnography, while, in addition to the Malays—Ae
Battay, Javanese and Bugis represent the Oceanie. In Siny
Dayaks, natives of the Moluceas and other eastern island
also to be found. There has also been more or less admis
bload amoung all these races, with various results. Them
tinet classes thus produced are the Portuguesc of Malae
from the non-renewal of Enropean blovd are now more Mal
Portuzuese : the native Chinese of I’enang and Malacea, wh
constant intermarriage with fresh immigrants from Chin
nearly lost all trace of their Malay ancestry on the femal
and the ro-called Jawi Pakan, a class between the Kling:
Malay which retaius its distinetive characters by a continue
mixture with both races of its progenitors.



