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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE
GENERAL MEETING
OF THE

STRAITS BRANCH
OF THE

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY,

HELD AT THE
EXCHANGE ROOMS.

THURSDAY, 24t JANUARY, 1884.

PRESENT :

The Hon'ble C. J. IrviNeg, c.M.G., in the Chair.

The Hon'ble A. M. SkINNER, Vice-President; the Hon’ble
W. E. MaxweLL, Honorary Sceretary ; E. KoEk, Esquire, Hono-
rary Treasurer ; H. L. NoroNHA, Esquire, Councillor ; and the fol-
lowing other Members :—

The Hon’bles W. H. ReaDp and JaMes GraHAM ; Messrs. C
B. Buckirey, R. W. HuLLETT, J. FRASER, W. Bmxxm,A Kx1amT.

The minutes of the previous general meeting were read,
approved of, and signed by the Chairman.

The Honorary Secretary read the Report of the Council for
the year 1888 ( vide p. xiii), and the Accounts of the Honorary
Treasurer for the same year ( vide p. xvii).

Mr. BuckLEy moved, seconded by the Hon’ble W. H. Reap,
that the Report and Accounts be approved. Carried unanimously.






xii
PROCEEDINGS,

Some conversation ensued as to the approaching return of Dr.
Breser, who was spoken of by various members as an enthusiastic
member of the Society and one who would fill the office of Vice-
President with ability.

Mr. SKIS¥ER, in reply to a question, said that the maps (to
which reference is made in the Report of the Conneil) would now
be prepared,

A vote of thanks to the Chairman closed the proceedings.



ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE
COUNCIL
OF THE
STRAITS BRANCH
OF THE

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY,

FOR THE YEAR 1883.

PN

The Oouncil are happy in being able to report that the affairs
of the Society are financially satisfactory, and that there is every
reason to hope that, by its agency, good work is being done in the
encouragement of research and the extension of scientific know-
ledge in the Far East.

The following new members have been elected by the Council
since the last general meeting, and their names are now submitted
for confirmation :—R. N. Branp, Esq., c. 8.; W. A. BIickxELL,
Esq.: the Rev. R. G. Lawes, New Guinea, (Honorary Member) ; F.
Poores, Eaq.; C. B. Bvckrey, Esq.; C. V. Creacn, Esq.; A. KN16HT,
Erq.; H. Brooke Low, Esq.; His Royal Highness Prince Krom
Mvux Dewaowoxesxi’moruxn; J. A. Parsoxs, Esq.: N.CaNTLEY,
Esy.;C. B. RickerT, Esq.; the Rev. J. E. TeN1soN-Woobs, (Honorary
Member).

The following have retired :—Dr. Larae; J. Ross, Esq., Junr. ;
A. H. Taompsoy, Esq. )

The deaths of two members have been announced—FraxNk Har-
toN, Esq., and C. EMWERsON, Eaq.

Regular periodical meetings for the purpose of reading and dis-
cussing papers upon subjects of interest have been found impossi-
ble for some time past, but it is hoped that they may be recom-
menced, should the Society at any time find a permanent home in
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CATALOGUE

OF

BOOKS, &c, IN THE LIBRARY

OF THE
STRAITS BRANCIH
OF THE

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY.

(JANUARY, 1884.)
¢+ —eci@{oe——
ABDULLAH —Hikayat Abdullah.
Annalcs de 'Extreme Orient. Nos. 33 and 58 to 65 of 1883,  (Nos. 56 and
57 miswing.)
Asiatic Socicty of Japan—Rules of the.
JAttempt to solve the Problem of the first Landing Place of Columbus in the
New World. Methods and Results. Washington, 1882,
BasTIAN, DR. A.—Beitriige zur Ethnologie und darauf begriindete studien.
Berlin, 1871.
Die Culturlinder des alten America—I Bd. ein Jahr auf
Reisen. II Bd. Beitrige zu Geschichtlichen Vorarheiten. Ber-
lin, 1878,
Geographische und Ethnologische Bilder. Jena, 1873.
Remarks on the Indo-Chinese Alphabets. (Royal Asiatic
Society, June, 1867).
Bataviaasch Alphabetische Lijst van Land, Zee, Rivier, Wind-Storm en
Anderckaarten toebehoorende. Batavia, 1873.
Bataviansch Catalogus der Ethnologische Afdeeling van het Museum. Ba-
tavia, 1877.
Bataviaasch Catalogus der Numismatische Afdeeling van het Museum.
Batavia. 1877. (2 copies.)
Bataviaasch Chineesch-Hollandsch Woordenboek van het Emoi Dialekt
door J. J. C. FRANCKENX en C. F. M. pE GRIJS. Batavia, 1882,
Bataviaasch Eerste vervolg Catalogus der Bibliothcek en Catalogus der
Malcische, Javaansche en Kawi Handschriften. Batavia, 1872,

-




ondernomen op last der indische ing in 1879 en 1ss
(with plates). MARTINUS NIJHOFFS', Gravenhage, 188]. -

Bollettino de la Societd Africana d'Ttalia. 1883, Fasc. III and VI.

Bollettino delln Societd Geografica Italiana. Vols. IV to VIIL. (Fasc.
and 6 of Vol. VII and 3 of Vol. VIII missing.)

BOWERBANK, J. 8., F. R. 8., F. Z. 8.—Description of Five new Species
Sponges discovered by A. B. MEYER onthe Philippine Islan
and New Guinea. London, 1877.

Bulletin de 1a Société des Etudes Indo-Chinoises de Saigon. Januan
March, 1883,

Bulletin de la Société de Géographie Commerciale de Paris. 1879 to 188
(Missing numbers:—2 and 3 of 1879, 3 of 1879-80, 3 of 188!
82 and 3 of 1883-84.) .

Bullctin de la Société de Géographie de Marseilles. 1879 to Sept., 188
(Nos. 6 and 7 of 1879 and 1 to 3 of 1883 missing.)

Bulletin de la Société de Géographic de Paris. 1879 to 1882 and for fir
three quarters of 1883. (Missing numbers :—Jan. and Nov., 1879
Jan. and Feb., 1830.)



CATALOGUE. xxiii

Catalogune de Livres de Fonds et en Nombre. Paris, 1879,

Catalogue de Livres sur les Possessions Neerlandaises aux Inde savec des
Divisions sur les Indes Anglaises, 1a Chine et la Japon, Siam, la
Perse, Siberie, I'Afrique, specialement la Cote de Guinée et le
Cap de Bonne Esperance, Surinam, Guyana et I'Australie, 4 la
fin un Atlas de Cartes de Planches Historiques et Topographiquces
et de Portraits. Amsterdam, 1882.

Cutalogue of the Library of the North-China Branch of the Roynl Asiatic
Society. Shanghai, 1872,

Colicum Arabicorum in Bibliotheza Socictatis Artium et Scientiarum, quae
Batavie floret asservatorum. Catalogum inchoatum a Doct.
R. FRIEDERICH absolvit indicibusque instruxit. L. W. C. vAN
DEN BERG. Batavia, 1873,

CoLLINs, JAMES.—Report on Caoutchoue. London, 1872,

tosmos. Vol. VII. Nos. I toIX.

CROIZIER. MARQUIS DE.—Les Exploratenrs du Cambodge. (Extrait des
Annales de I'Extreme Orient.) Paris, 1878, (2 copies.)

CRUWELL, (. A.—Liberian Coffee, it History and its Cultivation. Colom-
ho, 1878,

DENNYS, N. B.—The Folklore of China, and its Affinities with that of the
Aryan and Semitic Races. London, 1876.

Deutsche Geographische Blatter Herausgegehen von der Geographischen
Gesellachaft in Bremen. Vols. III to VI.

DovLE. PATRICK.—A Contribution to Burman Mineralogy. Calcutta, 1879.

Petroleum: its History, Origin, and Use, with reference to
itsa Advantages and Perils as an Illuminator. Brisbane, 1880.
Tin Mining in Lirut. London, 1879.

Dritter Jahresbericht des Voratandes der Geographischen Geasellschaft in
Bremen.

Eastern Axia, The Journal of —Edited by JAMES COLLINS, F. B. 8. E., Vol.
I, No. 1. Singapore, 1875.

Enquiry into the Variation of the Compass off the Bahama Islands at the
time of the Landfall of Columbus in 1492,  Methods and Results.
Washington, 1882,

Favee. L'ABBf, P.—Grummaire Javanoise accompagnée de Fac-Simile ¢t
('Exercises de Lecture.  Paris, 1866.

Fragmenta Phytographise Australize. (2 copies).

FRENZEL, A.—Mineralogisches aus dem Ostindischen Archipel.

FriepeRrIct, CHARLES.—Bibliotheca Orientalis or a Complete List of Books,
Papers, Serials and Essays published in 1876 in Epgland and the
Colonies, Germany and France on the History, Languages, Reli-
zions, Antiquitics, Literature and Geography of the East.






CATALOGCUE. XXV

LIVERARIDGE, ARCHIBALD, F. B. 8.—Journal and Proceelings of the Roynl

Society of New South Wales, 1881, Vol. XV. Sydney, 1882,
The Minerals of New South Walce.

Maritime Code of thec Malays. Singapore, 1877. (2 copics.)

MARRE, ARISTIDE.—Makita Radja-Ridja ou la Couronne des Rois par
Bokhiri de D'johore, traduit du Malais et annoté. Paris, 1878.

MaxwerrL, W. E.—Two Malay Mythe: the Princess of the Foam and the
Raja of the Bamboo.

MEeYER, Dr. A. B.—Alphabetischer Index zu den in diescm Jahrgange
(Band LXIX, Scite 74, 202, 386, 493 und Band LXX, 8. 110 u.
200 u. fg. abgedruckten sechs Mittheilungen. Uher neue und
ungeniigend bekannte Voézel von Neu-Guinea und den Inseln
der Geelvinksbai.

Bericht ueber cine reise nach Neu-Guinca unternommen
in den Jahren 1872 und 1873, vortrag, gehalten am 25 Novembre,
1873, in der K. K. Geographischen gesellschaft zu Wien.

Dic¢ Kalangs auf Java. Scparat-Abdruck aus der * Leopol-
dina * amtliches Organ der Kaiserlich Leopoldinisch-Carolinisch-
Dentschen Akademice der Naturforscher. Heft XIII, Nr. 13-14.
August, 1877,

Die Philippinischen Inseln betreffende Schriften.

Neu-Guinca. Reiseskizze Separat-Abdruck aus dem “ Aus-
land,” Nos. 49 & 50.  Dcceember, 1873,

Notizen iiber das Feilen der Zihne bei den Vilkern des
ost.ndischen Archipels.

Probe der Mafoor'schen sprache. Wien, 1874.

Cber die Namen Papia, Dajak und Alfuren. Wien, 1882,

Uber Hundert fiinf und Dreissig Papia Schidel von Neu-
Gunea und der Insel Mysore (Geelvinksbai). (Fortsetzung.) Sepa-
rat- Aldruck aus den Mittheilungen des Kgl. Zoolog. Musenms zu
Dresden. Heft 11, 1878,

Uber neve und ungeniigend bekannte Yogel von Neu-
Guinea und den Inseln der Geelvinksbai aus dem LXIX Bande
der Nitzb der. k. Akad. der Wissensch. 1 Abth.  Jubrg, 1874,

Cber 4 neue Vogelarten von Neu-Guinea und iber die
Pupageicn von Neu-Guinea. Scparat-Abdruck aus dem Sitzungy-
bericht der * Isis © zu Dresden, 18735.

Cixrsicht der von mir auf Neu-Guinea und den Inseln
Jub’, Mywore und Mafoor im Jahre 1873 gesainmelten Amphibien.
Berlin, 1874,

Verzeichniss der Schriften von Ap. BERND. MEYER. 1367
1881,



The Gradual Dispersion of certain Mollusks in New Eng-

The Omori Shell Mounds. Some Recent Pablications on
Japanere Archmlogy. Salem, Mass., 1880,

MueLLER, BARON FERD. vON.—Address on the Development of Rural In-
dustries. Melbourne.

Census of the Genera of Plants hitherto known as Indige-
nons to Australia.

Deseriptive Notes on Papuan Plants. Melbourne, 1875,

Index perfectus nd Caroli Linnmi Species Plantarum.
Nempe Earom Primam Editionem (Anno 1753) Collatore FrR-
DINANDO DE MUELLER. Melbourne, 1880. (2 copies.)

Observations on New Vegetable Fossils of the Auriferons
Drifte. Melbourne.

Organic Constituents of Plants and Vegetable Substances
and their Chemical Analygis by Dr. G. C. WiTTSTEIN. Authorised
tranalation from the German Original, enlarged with numerous
Additions. Melbonrne, 1878,




CATALOGUE. xxvii

Plants of North Western Australia enumerated by.  Perth.
1881,

Museumns for Volkerkunde in Leipzig. Nos. 5 to 10, 1877 to 1882,

NANJI0, BUNYIN.—Catalogue of the Chines¢ Translation of the Buddhist
Tripitaka the Sacred Canon of the Buddhists in China and Japan.
Oxford, 1883,

NEUMAYER, Dr. G., und OTro LEICHHARDT—Dr. Ludwig Leichhardt's
Briefe an seine Angcehorigen. Herausgegeben im Auftrage der
Geographischen Gesellschaft in Hamburg. Hamburg, 1881.

Notulen van de Algemecne en Bestuurs-Vergaderingen van het Batavinasch
Genootschap van Kunsten en Wetenschappen. 13871 (No. {),
1872 (Nos. 1, 2 and 3) and from No. 1 of 1877 to No. 2 of 1883,

Obherhessischen  Gesellschaft fiir Natur-und-Heilkunde. Giessen, 1880,
1881, 1882 and 1883.

Oesterreichische Monatsschrift fiir den Orient. 1879 to 1883. (No. 3 for
1883 missing.)

Ofversigt af Finska Vetenekaps Societetens Férhandlingar. XXIII, 1880-
1%81. Helsingfors, 1881,

OLIVER, DANIEL, F. R. 8., L. 8.—List of Plants collected in New Guinea by
Dr. A. B. MEYER, sent to Kew. December, 1874.

Public Opinions and Official Communications about the Bengal Music
School and its President. Calcutta, 1876.

Records of the Geographical Survey of India. Vols. I to XVI. (Missing
numbers :—2, 3 and 4 of 1881, 2 of 1832, and 1 of 1883.)

Report of the Calcutta Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
for 1880. Calcutta, 1881.

Report of the Council of the North-Caina Branch of the Royal Asiatic
Nociety—186G4 to 1863 and 1831.

Report on the Progress and Condition of the Royal Gardensat Kew during
the year 1876. London, 1877.

Revue de 'Extreme Orient. No. 1, Jan.-Mar., 1882,

RicHARDS, THUS.—New South Wales in 1881, being a Brief Statistical and
Descriptive Account of the Colony up to the end of the year,
extracted chiefly from Official Records. Sydney, 1882.

RoBiDE VAN DER AA. P. J. B. C.—Reizen naar Nederlandsch Nieuw
Guinea, ondernomen op last der regeering van Nederlandsch-
Indiein de jaren, 1871-72, 75-76 door de heeren P. van der CRAR
en J. E. TEYSMANN, J. G. COORENGE EN. A. J. LANGEVELDT van
HEMERT en P. SWAAN met geschied en aardrijkskundige toeli-
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Fifty Tunes composed and set to Music. Calcutta, 1878.
2 copies.)

Gitavali, or & Hindi Manual of Indian Vocal Music. Cal-
cutta, 1878. (2 copies.)

Haratattva-Didhitih or a Cominentary on the Religious
Vyavasthds of the Hindus, quoted from various Tantras, Purinas
and other ancient Authorities by the Illustrions HARAKUMARA
TAGORE. Calcutta, 1881.

Harmonium-Sutra or a Treatise on Harmonium. Calcut-
ta, 1874,

Hindu Loyalty : a Presentation of the Views and Opinions
of the Sanskrit Authorities on the subject of Loyalty. Calcutta,
1383,

Hindu Music from Various Authors. Calcutts, 1875. (2
copies.)

Kavi-Rahasyam or a Root Lexicon within a Peon by
Bhatta Halayudha. Calcutta, 1879.

Malabikagnimitra. A Drama in five acts by Kalidasa,
translated into Bengali. Calcutta, 1877. (2 copies.)

Mani-M4li, or a Treatise on Gems. Part I. Calcutta, 1879.

Short Notices of Hindu Musical Instruments. Calcutta,
1877. (2 copies.)

Six Principal Rigas with a Brief View of Hindu Music.
Culcutta, 1877.

Ten Principal Avataras of the Hindus with a Short History
of each Incarnation, and Directions for the Representation of
the Mirttis as Tableaux-vivants. Calcutta, 1880. (2 copies.)

The Twenty Principal Kivyakaras of the Hindus. 1883.

Vedic Hymn. Calcutta, 1878.

Venf-Sanhfira Nétaka, or the Binding of the Braid, a
Sanskrit Drama by Bhatta-Nariyana, done into English, Cal-
catta, 1880.

Victoria-Giti-M4'4, or a Brief History of England in Ben-
gali Verses. Calcutta, 1877.

Victoria-Samréjydn or Safiskrit Stanzas (with a Transla-
tion) on the Various Dependencies of the British Crown, each
composed and set to the respective national music, in commemo-
ration of the assumption by Her Most Gracious Majesty the
Queen VICTORIA, of the diadem * Indiz Imperatrix.’ Calcutta,
1876.

Yantra Kosha or a Treasury of the Musical Instruments
of Ancient and of Modcrn Inlia and of various other Coun-
tries. Calcutta, 1875. (2 copies.)
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Zeitschrift der Gesellschaft fiir Erdkunde zu Berlin. Nos. 79, 82, 83, 84, 86 to
99, 103, 104 and 105.

Zeitschrift fiir Wissenschaftliche Geographie. Vol I Noa. 1,2, 3 and 6, Vol.
1I Nos. 1 to 6, Vol. III Nos. 1 to 6and Vol. IV No. 1.

































Ita stomach contained vegetable matter and particles of q

STrREPSILAS INTERPRES (Linn.). The Turnstoie.

About the middle of April, 1877, a Malay brought me a cage of
cighteen or twenty Turnstones, which he said he had netted on the
sands near the mouth of the-Moar river ; they were in most beauti-
ful plumage.

I saw large flocks of Turnstones scuttling about at the water’s
edge on the beach at Pulau Nongsa during September, and shot
one or two of them.

GarLiNaco STENURA (Temm.). The Pintail Snipe.

Although the European Snipe (G. scolopacina) is occasionally
found, the one commonly wet with in the Malay States is the Pin-
tail Snipe (G. stenura), dozens (I think I may almost say hundreds)
of it being obtained for one of the former. But in general appear-
anee the two species are so alike that anybody nota naturalist, nor
of a very inquiring nature, may casily shoot throughout a whole
scason in that land of the longbills, Province Wellesley, without
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knowing that his spoil differs in the least from the well-known
Snipe of the British Isles.

But if, while resting from his labours after a few hours’ plodding
through mud and water under the blazing sun of those parts, he
will turn ont his well-filled bag and carefully examine its contents,
it will be found that, with hardly an exception, the birds are “ Pin.
tails.”

The tait, instead of being of soft rounded feathers, us is the case
with the English bird, has eight rigid pin-like feathers on either
side, though 1 have seen specimens in which these stiff feathers
were but seven in number. This is the most marked characterigtic
of the species, and at once determines the identity of a specimen;
but the Pintail also has the axillary plumes more richly barred than
its European brother—though, unless one had some of each kind
laid side by side for comparison, the differences between the two
species would probably pass unobserved.

It is only at a certain season that Snipe abound in the Malay
peninsula: from May to July, both months inclusive, it is hard to
find a single bird; but about the middle or end of August they
begin to arrive in Province Wellesley and Pulan Penang, extending
to Malacca and the extreme south of the peninsula, including Sin-
gapore, ten days or a fortnight later, though they are not found in
great numbers in any of these places until later in September.

However, it is impossible to lay down a hard and fast rule, as the
migration is much influenced by the weather; but it may safely bo
said that the great body of the Snipe do not come south until the
commencement of the wet and stormy period which proclaims the
breaking-up of the south-west monsoon.

Towards the end of April they return north to their breeding-
grounds; and I doubt if any remain to nestin the peninsula, though
in Pérak I have shot a few stragglers as late as the second week in
May.

With reference to the habits of the Pintail, my experience is that,
as a rule, they are not found in any number in the paddy-fields—
that is to say, when the erops stand high: and though I once, at
Péndiga, on November G, 1877, in about three hours, bagged twenty-
five couple on paddy-land, still it was the only occasion I am able
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rare in that part of the country; but further north, in Pérak, I
met with it on scveral occasions, though I never saw more than
two or three together. 1ts chief characteristics are the long snake-
like neck and the beautifully marked black and silver scapulars.

H. R. KELHAM,
Capt., 74th Highlandcrs.
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hills, and, the Malays say, will only thrive in sight of water;
and thosc I have scen certainly bear out this idea, for thoy were
all near the bank of some stream, and at an clevation of about
500 to 600 feet above sea level.

It has much the same appearance as the D. Gutla, but the
leaves are smaller, and their backs have a yellower shade of brown,
and the buttresses are much smaller, and have a concave outline.
The bark, which is dark brown, is smooth, and shews, by small
oval indentations, the places whero the branches have been, when
the trec was young. This is a feature I have not noticed in any
other gutta, and may, T think, be taken as characteristic.

The flowers have a reddish tinge, and the fruit is coated like the
backs of the leaves, and is oval in form. and about the size of a
musgel plum.

Its gutta is pale reddish-brown (like Gétah Sundik) and the
water in which it is boiled does not acquire a red colour. It coa-
gulates nearly as quickly as Taban Alerah, and is collected in the
same way.

The specimens I collected were obtained from the Ulu Kenering,
Pérak. The tree was 12 inches in diameter at 3 feet from the
ground and was in fruit when felled on the 17th August, 1883.
The flower was obtained by a Malay about 10 weeks previously.

Gétak Taban Puteh (White). Dichopsis Polyantha?

This tree cannot be told, by its outward appearance, from
Dichopsis Gutta, except that its leaves are rather larger.

It has large buttresses, with convex tops, and the bark is nearly
of the same shade, but rather browner. The fruit also seems to be
similar, and the flowers are white; so that it is not until the tree is
felled, that any very distinctive character appears. It is then found
that the sap, which is much more copious, does not coagulate
quickly, and when it does, it is of a dirty white colour, and has a
much higher softening point than any of the other kinds, even
boiling water not being sufficiently hot to thoroughly soften it.
This tree grows on the hills, up to an elevation of 2,500 feet above
sea level.



G#tah Taban Chayer,*  Dichopsis ——.

This tree T have found growing at 600 feet above sea level ;
it attains a large size. " ; y

The bark is reddish-brown, and the wood is hard and white, w
a dark red centre.

The backs of the leaves are, when young, of a golden brown,
full grown ones are silvery.

They have not the points of the leaves that are present in
other varieties of Dichopsis.

The flower, which appears about the middle of September, is |
green, and very small.

The corolla has a six-toothed limb, the teeth being nearly tr
zular in shape, and so thin as to be almost transparent.
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The diameter of the flower is about % of an inch.

In the throat of the corolla are iuserted, by short filaments,
twelve anthers. They are placed alternately in{the centre of the
teeth, and at the junction between two teeth.

The style is simple, and of such a length that it projects beyoud
the petals, in an unopened flower bud. It appears to be often
persistent.

The gutta coagulates very slowly, hence the native name
‘ Chayer,” which means watery, &c.

The gutta, which scems to be of good quality, is of a dirty white
colour, but may be easily distinguished from Taban Puteh by its
lower softening point, and the tree, by its having small concave
buttresses.

Gétak Taban Simpor. Dichopsis Maingayi?

" This tree may be readily distinguished from the foregoing by its
large dark green leaves, and by its prominent veins at the back,
which are covered by coarse, silky light-brown hairs, the back of
the leaf itself being only sparingly covered by them.

The bark is about half an inch thick, rough, and of a reddish-brown
colour, much covered by a greyish lichen. It has medium-sized
buttresses with a concave outline.

One tree that I measured was three feet three inches in
diameter, at six feet from the ground, and from that height the
buttresses sloped out until they reached the ground; having a
spread of about three feet from the trunk.

The flower is white, and comes out in the beginning of April, or
the end of March ; but its fruit I have not yet seen.

I had one tree felled, which, at three feet from the ground, mea-
sured seventeen inches in diameter, and sixty-three to the first
branch. The weight of gutta obtained was 120z. The sap, by
the aid of heat and stirring, coasgulated in twenty-three hours after
tapping.

This gutta is sold under the name of Gétah Puteh. The tree
grows on hills up to about the same height as Taban Puteh.
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growin on I about 800 feet h:'b'mcc .m
able to procure flowers, or Eruit,

not

Gétah Taban —, Dichopsis ——.

Trees of this variety are said to be growing on the Gi
Miru range, near Kuila Kangsa, to have small leaves, an
yield gutta of good quality ; but I have not yet fallen in wit
nor have Ihad an opportunity as yet of collecting any specir
of it.

Gétal Sundik. Payena Leerii.

This variety grows in swampy places near the coast, and I fc
one tree with its roots in a small creek, the water of which
quite salt, and only a short distance from the regular Mang:
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trees fringing the stream. The leaves are small, shiny, and have a
reddish tint when young. The bark isabout three-eighths of an inch
thick, and dark brown in colour, moderately rough.

The flowers are white, and the fruit is sweet, and eaten by the
Malays. Its gutta is like Taban Sutra in appearance, and is col-
lected by scoring the bark, catching the sap, and boiling it, until it
coagulates. A tree measuring two feet and eight inches in circum-
ference, at three feet from the ground, and $8} feet to the first
branch, that I had felled, gave G} oz. of gutta.

Getah Sundik. Payena

This is a tree much resembling Payena Leerii, but differing from
it in the leaves being longer in proportion to their breadth, the
fruit and secd smaller, and the bark, which is reddish-brown, is
only about one-half the thickness, and consequently the yield of
gutta is much less (the yicld sceming to be in proportion to the
thickness of the bark). This varicty, therefore, is less valuable com-
mercially than the thick-barked kinds. I may observe that it
grows in swamps, like the Leerii.

Gétah Gahru? Bassia .

This is one of the Bassias, nearly allied to B. Motleyana; and
it grows on the hills up to an elevation of 2,600 feet. The bark is
light grey, and the wood seems to be of good quality.

The leaves are dark green, and the flowers white.

The fruit is reddish-brown, and covered with silky hairs, like
that of Dichopsis Gutta.

The style is often persistent. Its gutta is white and hard, and
is used only for mixing with better classes of gutta.

There are several other Baesias which vield gums that are used
for mixing also; but 1 have not aa yet obtained any botanical spe-
cimens of them.

Kuyu Jelutong. Dyera

The gum from this tree, is known as (¢¥tah Jelutong, and is em-
ployed in the same way as that from the various kinds of Bassia,
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The variety that seems to'be most easily grown, is Payena
Leerii (Gétah Sundik).

This trce fruits freely, and will thrive on the swampy plains
near the coast; and is said by the Malays to grow fast. Its wood
is hard, with a close grain, and takes a good polish, therefore may
be of some value as timber.

1 have tried experiments in making cuttings of some of the
Dichopsis, but have not had any success as yet; although it is
probable that they may be propagated by this means, when the
proper mode of effecting it is found out.

I have not tried Payena Leerii as yet, but hope to be able to do
so0 very shortly.

L. WRAY, Jusr.
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1 the distribution, powers and manuer of propitiation of th
spirits, to whom they often ascribe human disease and suff
are relics of the days when spirit-worship was the religion of
i | primitive ancestors. The early rites of the aboriginal inhab
A of Sumatra and the Peninsula must have been modified at
period by Hindu settlers from India, for traces of Brahm
a1 worship are traceable in the rude chants and invocations suy
' Malay pawangs, to this day, by Muhammadan sick-beds. ¥
Muhamwalanism is strongest, namely in the sea-ports and Eur¢
‘ settloments (whence a constant communication with Meceas is
up ), Malay ideas ou the influence of devils on disease pa
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pmus Arabic sentences are used as charms and invocations,

i in remoter districts, downright heathenism may be met with.
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The scene was toe ~eatee portion of a la
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o% a belin a penrss formed by curtaining of
tte fourth beinz open. Oppuite to the
side as she lay on her back, sat the paran,
a biz muscular Malay. grasping a larg
«ach hand. Between him and the bed
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bours, visitors and strangers acconling to
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curtained recess and having it on my righi
present, myself included, sat cross-legged on
couch were eight or ten women watching e
sufferer and prepared to restrain her if she
delirium. The whole building was crowde
teing discernible wherever the flickering 1li
pened to shed a transient gleam. Polite ealui
and a few expressions of condolence and sy
the relations. The latter described the ma
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tiger-spirits, to which class of demons CnE Jornan’s familiar belongs.
The air was not unpleasing, the words were difficult to catch, but
the lines flowed in an easy rhythm and the metre was very regular.
A performer of this kind is essential to every pawang, and, as in
the present instance, is very often his own wife. She is com.
monly called bidu, or (in cascs of royal séances) biduan.* In the

. invocation of the tiger-spirits, however, a peculiar nomenclature is

adopted for everything, the bidu becomes pengindin, and the.drum
which she beats ( which has only one end of the cylinder covered )
is called katubong.

The pawang, naked from the waist upwards, had bound about
him a couple of cords which crossed the back and breast, being
brought over one shoulder and under the other arm respectively.
He also wore strings round his wrists.

These cords are supposed to protect the patwang, or medium, from
the malevolence of the evil spirits by whom he may be possessed.
The same idea is found in Ceylon. According to the Mahatwangso,
Vishnu in order to protect Wijayo and his followers from the sor-
ceries of the Yakhos, met them on tleir landing in Ceylon and ticd
threads on their arms.t Among the people of Laos, too, the same
virtue is ascribed to ligatures of thread over which a charm has
been pronounced. “ Le grand remdde unmiversel, c'est de l'eau
“lustrale qu'on fait boire au malade, apres lui avoir attaché des fils
‘““de coton bénits, aux bras et aux jambes pour empécher l'influence
“des genies malfaisants.”}

As the pengindin screamed out her chant, the pawang seemed to
become subject to some unseen influence and to lose control over
himself. Sitting rigid at first, holding in each hand a huge bunch
of leaves (daun changlun), he presently began to nod like a man
overpowered with sleep, then he sniffed at the leaves, waved them
over his head, and struck one bunch against the other. Finally, he
fell forward burying his face in the leaves and sniffing in imita-

* Sansk. ridhard, a widow ;,Lat. vidua.
t Tennent's “ Ceylon,” 1, 340, n.
1 Pallegoix—* Description de Siam," I, 43.
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most of the Malays present. Every
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the first to do so. Pointing to the insensi
on the couch beside him, he explained
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forth his supernatural power to expel th
ing her. The latter asked a few quest;
a difficult one, and then commenced some
Returning to his mat, which he had ten
at the patient and to converse with the fan
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rose to his feet and performed a singular d
ment of the shrill chant and monotonous to
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buah— fruit,

N bahas—rice—Sibuyan,

-

batang—trunk.
D hosan—loathsome.

banyu—water—Java,

R idong—nose.
dara—blood.
madu—polygamy.

L lidah—tongne.
dara—blood.

~ laboh—rat—Kiyan Dyak.

lanau—Melano Dyak.
watu—Java.
watuk—Java.
watang—DBugis,
bawi—Macassar.
dusan—DMadura.
danum—Punan Dyak.

D -ehﬂzgaa into

irong—Java.
rara— Salayer.
maru—dJava.
lilah—Tomohon,
Iara—Matabello,



L

L

D

-8

CHANGES IN MALAYAN DIALECTS,

D changes into

duhy—bone—Menado.
dowa—day—Wayapo.
daun—Ileaf.
dari—knife—Tidore.
dumahi—come—Sanguir.
dawika—day—Sula Islands.
dayung—oar.

luin—Ahtiago.
lau—Baju.
laun—Saparna.
lari—Salibabo.

gumahi—Dassaratty.

gawak—Cajeli.
gayung—Tagala.

H changes into

bokong—Tlie.
habu—ashes.

bolaan—Tagala.
lavu — Amblaw.

G changes into

tiga—three
igung—-nose—Battak.

tilan—DMelano Dyak.
ilong—Sulu.

L changes into

labuh-—fallen.
liar—savage.

lima—five.

linta—leech.
pili—choose.
liyat—soft.
lima—arm—-Samoa.
malur—jasmine.
lalat—Aly.
apula—dog—Goronialo.
langir—sort of bark.
lempeng —roll of tohaeco.
laut—sea.

langit—sky.

layar —sail.
lapar—hunger.
uila—lightning—Samoa.
bu/an—inoon.

bulir—ear of corn. }
bolig—Bisaya.

dabu--Battuk.
dia—Malagasi.
dimi—Malagasi.
dinta—Malagasi.
fidi—Malagas.
niyat—Battak.

nima —Tongan.
meaur—Java.
lanok—Battak.
kapuna—Sanguir.
pangir—Battak.
pempeng—Macassar.
bawut—Land Dyak.

rangi—New Zealand.

rayar— Battak.
rapar—Battak.
uira—New Zealand.
boiran—Tagala.

bowig—Tagala.

285
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nipis—thin. mipis—Sea Dyak.
manuk—Dbird. mamuk—Bisaya.
wipis—thin. ' dipis—Milanau.
nasi—sca—Nias Islands. dahi—Samoe.
niap—Ffowl—Kayan. siap—Pakatan.
panas—hot. passo—Sulus.
manok—bird—Javanese. malok— Wahai.
onomo—six—>Menado. olomo—Gorontalo.
nuri—parrot. lori—Gebe.

K changes into
buka—-open. ntah—Pakatan.
kras—hard. teras—Salayer.
lutn—Tlouse, hutoh—Kayan,
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M putih—white.
panas—hot.
putih—white.
api—fire.

" panah—bow.
puti—box.
pili—choose.

Ch panchang—palisade.

pandak<—short.
sapang—sandalwood.

l“

H api— fire.
puti- -box.
W putih—wlite.

» paluh—sweat.

atap—thatch.
pisau—knife.

N pulu—ten.

raut—polished.
ratus—hundred.
buru—>blue.
baris—line.
arao—day—Tagala.
bara—Ilive coals.

baharu—new.
baru—Sunda.

berkas— faggot.
berat--heavy.
beras—rice.
ratus—hundred.
rusuk—side.
rebah—fallen.
ranggang—open.
arao—day—Tagala.

DIl

P changes into

};zut)'—Teto.
manah—Kisa.

237

Jula—Rotti.

afu-—Amblaw.  efi—Matabello.
Jun—Teor. JSean—Mysol.
JSuad—Teor. ‘

JSidi—Malagasi.
chanchang—Java.
chandak—Java.
sachang—Java.
aku—Cajeli
heti—Teluti.
rulan—Gani.
galo—Madura.
atok—DBugis.
kisu—Malagasi.
nulu—Timuri.

haki —Teto.

R changes into

dau—Dyak.
datus—Baju.
 ma-bidu—Menado.
badlis—Bisaya.
adlau—Iloco.
baga—Tagala.

} bago—Tagala.
bogkos—Bisaya.
bigat—Tagala.
bigas—Tagala.
gatos—Tagala.
gosok—Bisaya.
giba—Tagala.
ganggang—Bisaya.
aggao—Cayag.



0 e 0 . "|;’ : of Joh

T pisau--koife, - pito—Gorontalo.
sio—mnine—Tidore, otio—Gorontalo,
sulak— bald, tula—Tonga.
tasik—sea. tati—Caroline.

T echanges into

K taro yam—Fate. kalo—Ilea.
toa fowl—Fate. kua—Solomon Islands.
fata-fafa—breast—Samon.  vakavaka—TFiji.
mata—eye. makan—Kissa.
talinga—ear. kilin—Kisea. Aaleha—En,

L fangan—hand. lungan—Sibnow.
putih—white. fula—Rotti.

S  mata—eye. maso—Malagasi.
putih—white. bus—Mysol.

e
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T changes into

tasi—sea—Ahtiago.
huta—ten—Teor.
timah—tin.
{angis—weep.
tanuk—cook—Sarawak.
tuhas—to open—Sadong.
tulis-—write.
utan—forest.
ufok—head—Bukutan
Dyak.
tulang—bone.
tasik—sea—Balan Dyak.

sasi—Menado.
husa—Wahai.
samah—Kayan Dyak.
rangis—Malan.
nanuk—Lara.
nukas—Lara.
nulis—Java.
uban—Bulud Opie.

} ubak—Land Dyak.

balong—Java.
pasik—Bukutan Dyak.

tijih—snake—Kinta Sakai. piji—Chendariang Sakai.

tuan—lord. puang—DBugis.
taluk—bay. holok—Kisa.
B omitted.
bujur—length. ujur—Java.
bunyi—noise. uni—Java.
basuh—washed. asuh—Java.
book —hair—Taghenua. ook—Achin.
bulat—round. ulat—Java.

bulan—noon. ulan—Iranun.
buka—open. utah—Pakatan.
K omitted.
kaki—foot. ahi—Iranun.
kulit—skin. uli—Bugis.
kaju—wood— Bukutan 1—Sam.
Dy&k. a]u— moe-
kaluk—embrace. aluk—Battak.
kasih—affection. asi—Battak.
kikis—efface. ikis—Dyak.
‘kibar—float. iber—fly—Java.
L omitted.
lamun—if. amun—Dyak.



T s

munam—sick. unam—Lara.

D omitted.
danum—water—Malan, anum—Milanau,

N omitted.
nirong—nose—Iranun.. irong—Bulud Opie.
nipa—tooth—Iranun. ipun—Sulus.
nasu—dog—Nias Island.  asu—Iranun.
nanti—wait. anti—Java.
nuran—rain—Tonsea. uran—Rembokeng.
nubu—deep—Fiji. obou—Aneiteum.

R omitted.

ratus—hundred. atus—Java.
ribu—thousand. ) iwu—Java.
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R omitted.
rumah—house. uma—Java.
rusuk—side. usuk—Java.
rebung—a shoot. ebung—Java.
rusa—deer. ’ usa—Sulu.
rima—hand—DBima. ima—Sasak.

S omitted.

silau —nail-—Melano Dyak. ilu—Panun Dyak.
snloi—boat—Melano Dyak. aloi—Bukutan Dyak.
sumpit -—blowpipe—Iranun. umput—Kian Dyak.
sisit—small—Melano Dyak. isi—Bukutan Dyak.
sirut—drink—Melano Dyak. irup—Balan Dyak.
saro—come—Bulud Upie. aran—Balan Dyak.
sniah—eight—Kian Dyak. aian—Melano Dyak.

sumu—high—Ladong. omu-—Sarawak.
sungei—river. ungah—Kian Dyak.
sak—ripe—Kian Dyak. ak—Pakatan Dyak.
sela—stone—Java. ilah—Timbora.

singnt—hee—Pakatan Dyak. ingat—Kian Dyak.

T omitted.
fulun—man—Dusun. ulun—Bulud Opie.
tunjuk--finger—Balan Dyak. unjok—Malan.
fulu—head—Dusun. ulu—Bulud Opie.
tulan—moon. ulan—Iranun.
tadan —day. alan—Bukutan Dyak.
tapoi—fire. apoi—Bulud Opie.
tinggi—high. inggil—Java.
fenang—caln. enang—Java.
tendas—head—Sunda. endas—Java.
tangan—hand. angan— Salakan.
tita—head—Bima. uta—Ceram.

tasik—=ea, asih—Patos.
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p~-bied T arik

an n
- manu— water— Bouton. namo — Ternate.
ol dikit—amoll~Batohjm.  * kadi=Sslager.

‘ naraka—hell. ranaka— Bugis.

imlf"['rheronowggfm Sx9 vommon enogh s She Malay Tongv

beting—n sand or mud-bank. teb edge.

| hampas—refuse CL. hampa emoty.) xampah—rubbish,
tara—fiat, level. rato—Hat, level.
tebal—thick.  lebat—thick, heav s, (f rain or u crop of fruit).
olok—to mock, deride, pretend. lawak—to say or do a thing in

OF SO
lemmlewt and melvknt—broken grains of rice.
| rakit and arkit—a raft.

! saluar ard sarnal—rousers.
ralaw and arlan—a smelting furnace.

| -
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PREPIXES.

putih—white. ma-pute—Bugis.

lotong—black—Sembawa.  ma.lotong—Bugis.

tindn—sleep —Sasak. ma-tinro—Bugis.

itam—Dblack. ma-itum—Saaguir [sland.

biru—blue. ma-bidu—Menado.

anak —child. ini-anak—Ahtiago.

muti —cold—Batuerah. da-moti— Wayapo.

mai—come—=Sula Tsland. du-mahi—Sanguir.  gu-mahi—
Massaratty

telo—egg— Wayapo. me-telo—Sula Island. un-tello—
Baju.

tolo—egg—Mysol. on-télo—Bouton.

baba—father—Java. ni-baba—Sula Island. nam-ba-
ba—Galela.

ama—father—Salayer. na-ama—DMassaratty.

bapa—father—Gani. ko-papa—Batumerah.

panas—hot. um-pana—Amblaw. mo-fanas—
Goh.

pito—knife—Gorontalo. ko-bit—Gani.

tin—mat—Mysol. ka-tini—Massaratty.

laut—sea. be-lot—Mysol.

polo—soft —Morella. um-blo—DMMysol.

bulan—moon. ram-bulan—Java vulgar.

yu—shark. kluyu—Java.

metan—black—Ke Island. mul-metan—Mysol.

DecariTaTiON.

ram-but—hair. buk—Bulud Opie.

ka-pala—head. pala-ulau—DMelano Dyak.

am-pat—four. pat—Iranun. .

ki-chil—small. chili—Java.

ta-linga—ear. linga—Milanau.

mi-nyak—oil. nyauk—Melano Dyak.

bi-tuin—star—Sanguir. toin—Matabello.



bhe-tol —star—Gani.
du-ri—thorn.
Jja-latang—rattle.
de-lapan—eight.
sem-bilan—nine.

tula—Wa
ri—Java.

latang—J,
lapan—-Se
pitan--Ki;

ma-kan—eat. kaun—Tag
be-sok—to-morrow. suwog—D
pi-saug—plantain. sain-—Sulu
tu-juh—seven. ju—Land .
CoNTRACTION.

darah—blood. dah—Puna
tulun—man—Dusun. fon—Iranu
kaki—foot. aai—Tagbe
tulu-—head—Dusun. ulu—Buluq
bulu—hair. mbu—Nias
ikan—fish. ka—Perak
hras—rice. bah—Puna
minyak—oil. inyo—Sara
sumpitan—blow-pipe. upit—Buk:
bulud—mountain—Bulud

Opie. bud—Suluy
sungei—river. aung—Per:
tanah—land. teh—Perak

ayer—water.
hitam—hlack

ai—Balan ]
ita—Nina T



STRAITS METEOROLOGY.
< QLWCINND T

g N the Annual Summary for 1882, the Officer who ix
UOMR responsible for our Meteorological Statistics stated, truly
“&¢ cnough, that “an exhaustive report on the Meteorology
Y#U “ of these Settlements cannot yet be attempted, as the
“ subject is still in its infancy here.” But it does not
seem too early to endeavour to obtain some results from the
series of Rainfall Returns ( 1869-83 ) which the Colonial Gov-
ernment commenced to keep in Singapore soon after the Transfer.
and which are now taken with increasing care at nearly twenty
stations, situated at intervals along the whole West Coast of the
Peninsula. A wider runge of observations is also now avail-
able in the comparative Tables compiled by the Director of the
Batavia Observatory from 166 stations in the Eastern Archi-
pelago, the fourth volume of which (for 1882) has just been received.

The year 1882.3 has been one of peculiar interest to meteoro-
logists. It was botha “sun-spot” year and a “cholera™ year, the res-
pective 11-year and 17-year periods happening to correspond. Nor
have the theorists been disappointed.

It becomes of interest, therefore, to examine our local Returns
with special attention, incomplete though they undoubtedly are
for any large generalisations.

In the first place, what are these theories respecting the period-
icity of solar and magnetic phenomena and all that is supposed to
be connected with them? The last published volume of the new
edition of the ‘- Encyclopadin Britannica™ (vol. XVI of 1883)
explainx them, on the highest authority, as follows : —
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law, is that there i»a maximum of river height about the time of
maximum sun-rpots and another subsidiary minimum about the
time of minimum sun-spots. There is some reason too to think
that the Nile and Thames agree with those rivers in exhibiting a
maximum abeut the time of maximum sun-spots and a subsidiary
maximum about the time of minimum sun-spots, only their sub-
sidiary maximum is greater than it is for the Elbe and Seine.

“107. In 1874 G. M. DawsoN came to the conclusion that the
levels of the great American lakes were highest about times of
maximum sun-spots. In this investigation the value of the evi.
dence derived from rivers and lakes is no doubt greater than that
derived from any single rainfall station, inasmuch as in the former
case the rainfall of a large district is integrated and irregularities
due to local influence thus greatly avoided.

“108. Dr. IIt~TER, director-general of statistics in India, has
recently shown ( Nineteenth Century, November 1877 ) that the
recorded famines have been most frequent at Madras about the
years of minimum sun-spots—years likewise associated with n
diminished rainfall. )

“109. Winds and Storms.—MELDRUY of the Mauritius Obser-
vatory found in 1872, as the result of about thirty years’ observa-
tions, that there are more cyclones in the Indian Ocean during
years of maximum than during years of minimum sun-spots.* The
connexion between the two is exhibited in the following table " :—

[ Here follows a comparison of the Cyclones and Sun-spots
during the years 1847.73. The maximum number of Cyclones in
any one year is 15, the minimum 4, and the steady ups and downs
of the periodic fluctuations are very remarkable. The following
are the years of maximum and minimum Cyclones: —

(1847, 5 Cyclones
1849, 10
1854, 4 .
1859, 15 ”
1564, z .-

(4]
L 1869-71, 11 » per annum,

| Br. Axsoc. Reports, 1872
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the latest information upon the whole question, from an impartial
standpoint. The mere reference here made to Dr. Huxrer and
others is, however, so brief as to suggest but a fractional part of
what has already been done to establish as a fact the recurrence
of “ the sun-spot and famine period,” especially in India.

Since the article in the Encyclopedia, from which I have quoted,
was written, the outbreak of Cholera in Egypt last autumn has
drawn special attention to the periodicity of that mysterious disease.
An account of its recurrence in this century was published in the
Times last July, without any reference to any question of periodi-
city, but it was impossible to overlook the similarity of the intervals
marked by the dates there given : —

* 1832, 1849, 1866, 1883.

The connection between Meteorology and periodical epidemics
forces itself into special notice in this Colony, with regard not
only to Cholera, but to another mysterious and fatal disease—
“ Beri-Beri "—which is a far greater local scourge.

The following extracts from recent official reports regarding out-
breaks of each disease will sufficiently show the claim which this
matter has on our attention :—

“ Amount of Rain during Cholera Epidemic.

“109. From the Return attached (&) it will be seen that tho
total rainfall for the year was 66.19 inches, about 30 inches below
the average, I believe. During the months when the Cholera pre-
vailed the rainfall was as under :—

1882. Inches.
March, 2.67
April, .. . 4.40
May, . 2.36
June, e 3.78
July, . 292

e :l-'ilis wans the  first appearance of Cholera in Europe, but it will l:o
remembered that it was in 1798 [ 1832 less (17 x 2) ] that occurred thehistorioal
outbreak in Egypt by which BoNAPARTE'S movements were 80 hampered.
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#o that in those five monthe the rainfall was rather b e
quarter of that which fell in the year™® [Malawes Aduinis
tion Beport, 15521

The facts as regands * Beri-Beri™ relate to the recent oulbosd
in the Singapore Prison, and are shown in an offical rgotte
follows -—

“ Amount of Bain and number of Beri-Ben Cases ~—

Deaths from -
Numbers. Bers. Bers Rainfll

1877, & sS14 23 1 inche
1878, .- BA5 65 .
1879, =2 < 106 LB -
1880, - 026 87 102
1881, ... A% 35 2 o
1882, 806 50 ™ .
1883, 887 27 gt "

As regards another local disease, “ Country Fever,” the fuollor-
ing authoritative statement on this subject is to be found in th
uew Encyclopadia’s article “ Malaria ™ :—

*The epidemic prevalence of intermittent and remittent fever i
certain years probably finds its explanation in the meteorolozy of
those vears, but no uniform law has been discovered.”

A gubject of more general interest. and one which has already

excited some ddiscussion in the Straits, has reference to the effects
on rainfall of disafforesting a country. Some say that the loss of
our timber has diminished the supply of rain; others deny it, au

* The Cholern which vieited this Colony at the very commencement of th
long dronght 1882-3 seems to have followed the course of defective r
in the various Scttlements with remarkable precision—and as the disea
appeared ruther hefore than after the rainfall phenomena of the period hs
declared themeelves, the influence must, it seems, have been less hygrometrs
than magnetic in its origin. The following are the facts . —

In Malaces, I.t;.'; inches in 1882, ... The epidemic was worst

{ Singapore, B8 " { OB i i Taa T

In | Prov. Wellesley, 92 - \ T:ht epidemic was less feli

In Penang, 126 - .+« There was not a singit
CaBa,

The average rainfall is much the same in all the Settlements.
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point to the Rainfall Returns as conclusive. Of this difference of
; opinion, an example was afforded in the apparently contradictory
- views published in the Forest Report, 1883, paragraph 25 and
Appendix E.

In 1880, Mr. WHEATLEY, in his most useful paper on our Rainfall
in Journal No. VII, was careful to express no definite opinion ;
though the necessities of his argument about *the one great influ-
ence at work—the monsoons” required him to attach little weight
to any local cause.

The enquiry into the degrec and mode of this “ monsoon” influence
has, since he wrote, been much facilitated by the extension of the
Dutch observations in Netherlands India, to which I have referred
above. The Director, Dr. Vax DpER Stok has kindly sent me
his Records of Rainfall, in which he is now able to give the mean
for four years in 166 stations throughout this great region. The
following summary of the 20 principal places, named in geographi-
cal order, to the North and South of the Equator respectively, has
been compiled from these Dutch Returns; and they show how
closely the degree of excess or defect of rain in 1882 followed the
degree of North or South in the observing station. The fact of
excess or defect is, it will be secn, entirely governed (except in
the case of three headlands ) by the question whether a place liex
North or South of the Equator, which is in this matter presumably
equivalent to “ monsoon” influence. '

TABLE OF NETHERLANDS INDIa STATIONS.

Comparing the Rainfall in 1882 with the Mean Annual Amount.
(in millimetres.)

[The places in Lrackets are headlande exceptionally situated, which differ
from neighlbouring places less expored. It is noticeable also that while the
rest of the Ntraits followed the law here observed and had deficient rain,
Penung, which belongs rather to further India than Malaya, had a marked

excess. .
The places in itatics lie South of the Equator.]



B) J in 3 .. __._ I m

Whether or not “ monsoon” laws usually have such rul
fluence, there can be little doubt that the effect of disaffore
on the annual rainfall, whatever it may be elsewhere, i
minimum in the Straits. The difference of opinion on thi
is, it mway be surmised, partly due to some confusion bs
the mean annual rainfall and the periodical distribution .
(as recorded in the numbers of days on which rain fell ), an
want of sufficient discrimination in the further matter of
bution, viz., the loes or storage of the rain after falling,
is probably the most important point of all to agriculturistas, t
one with which meteorology is only indirectly concerned.

There can be no doubt that temperature, on the other h
closely affected, here as elsewhere, by the loss of forest ¢
the spread of buildings. The existence of Singapore now .







1579-80 . urse .. 18828 73
The mean Annual Rainfall may be roughly taken at 100

[ A diagram with a curved line, starting from the
1569 for the maximum rain, and from the middle of 1872
minimum rain, will be found to move up and down with an
perfectly regular curve, ]

It is certainly well to wait until we have a larger series
nual Returns before generalising on such a matter too pos
and this branch of the subject iz only touched upon now t
the attention of all who may keep or study our Meteor
Records. But from the evidence already accumulated, t
drought of 1882-83, which ended last August, was, T m
clearly to be anticipated ; for it closed the solar period
from the limited rainfall (160 inches) in 1872.3, and th
diary dry period, showing the fall of 148 inches only, in
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Aun excess of rain may, in the same way, be looked for in the
years 1854-5, and still more in 1885-6 : but not so great an excess,
these years merely closing the subsidiary period of excess from
1879-80 (228 inches ). It was the year 1880 that closed the
full periodic term dating from the phenomenal rainfall of the
rainy term—August 1869 to December 1870—(173 inches). _

By such calculations as theso, predictions about the Rainfall
may, I think, be hazarded even now, notwithstanding that we still

have insufficicut means of deciding the scientitic laws that govern
the subject.

A. M. SKINNER.
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mangkar may be ejuivalent to limzu manikal, a gecen lime just
picked, but I do not know if this interpretation will agree with the
context.

M. Devic would like ta derive tha Maliy words fuan and Asai
(a title), from the Persian, while M. Mir=aE, with much reason,
points out that a Malay dictionary would be hardly the place for
suggestions of this sort. Why does M. Devic fix upon tuan
(which he refers to the Persian twwanisten, to be able; tuvdna,
powerful; tuwan, force, power ) and leave unnoticed the pronoun !
ini, this (Persian, o in, this) ?

It is not necessary to examine in detail the other words in the
list, and the various remarks made about them by both writers.
It may be pointed out, however, that the word b, which Favee
writes balit, is really bélit (compare lilif). Ber-jalan dua tiga bélit
signifies, as M. Devic states, “to take two or three turns in walk.
ing,” but both he and M. MarrE, by following Favee's spelling,
give an incorrect idea of the pronunciation of the word.

Favre's Malay-French dictionary may, no doubt, be supplement-
ed by hundreds of words, but they will be gathered probably fromn
colloquial intercourse with Malays, and from books not con.
sulted by the Reverend Abbé. The Sajareh Malayu, which is one
of the authorities most often quoted by the Abbé FavaE, was not
likely to furnish M. Devic with much material for new lexicologi-
cal notes of value.

W. E M






MISCELLANEOUS NOTES.

MALACCA IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY.

[The following short paper is a translation from the old Dutch
records in the Government Offices at Malacca, by the Government
tranalator, which I have revised a little, and to which I have added
a few explanatory notes, for some of which I am indebted to Mr.
J. E. WesTernorvrT.

D.F A H’

——

Ertract from the Diary of Malacca in the year 1756.

Ix Tie FonrTrEss oF MavLacca, AxNo 1756.
November, Monday, 1st.

Having some days ago received news here, that Rija Saip of
Sélingor, a relation of Dialxe KaumBdsa, had joined the enemy at
Kléwang ® with all his forces, there waa no longer any doubt but
that we should hear of them before long.

Our suspicions were confirmed too soon.

The enemy, wishing to shew their heroic valour to their new
allies. the pirates of Rija Salp lately arrived from Sélingor, march-
ed to Gevesteyn, t the country seat of the Hon’ble Tioys Scare-
PERS. Attorney-General of the Netherlands Indies, taking the road

* This is the place now called Klébang. It was originally called “Klé "
owing to the murder of a Malay with an Achinese weapon of that name; so the
Atory goes. But probably the original name was really * Klébang, " the name
of a tree,and was changed by some Kling or other mispronunciation to “Klé-
wang ~ and this story told to account for it. It isabout three miles from the
Stadt-house.

t+ This was at Béchang, near the junction of the Malim and Bitu Bé&ren-
dam roads, ahout two miles from the Stadt-house.



a1 ] ) A A "0 r arrival tound the |
had left this place ton and gone to Kléwang. So our troops w
obliged to return without having effected their object.

Tuesday, 2nd November.

This morning our Captain SteraNvs Erias vax Steg, leav:
the place by Tranquera gate, took the road to the Lazarus-ho
accompanied by our master-carpenter and eighty European s
diers, together with our Bugis and some natives.

According to the instructions of the Hon'ble the Governor,
was to sclect a suitable place in that neighbourhood for the ¢
struction of a benfang to contain a small garrison with so

* This was at a place called “Lindongan,” where hoats used to lie for sl
ter:itisnow called “Limbongan,” and is about two miles from the Stadt-ho
along the road to Tanjong Kling, and used alko to be known ar “ Bak
Plain,” The Hospital was supported by a fund,
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artillery, as a temporary outpost, to put a stop to the marauding
parties, which appeared almost daily right opposite Tranquera
gate, ® continually alarming the inhabitants on that side of the
town.

They had hardly passed the gate, when they received news that
the enemy were marching on the town with their whole force divi-
ded into two columns, one taking the road by Gevesteyn, the other
the main road direct from the Lazarus-house.

The Captain then thought it better to operate against the enemy
with his troops, and force them into an engagement if they stood
firm. So he at once detached a column of 40 Europeans with 150
Chincee and Malays, all well-armed, towards Gevesteyn to attack the
enemy advancing from that side ; while he kept with him the other
40 Eurcpeans with the Bugis of the garrison, 50 in number, and a
few natives, to meet the enemy coming along the road from the
Lazarus-house.

The party marching towards Gevesteyn met the enemy there,
more than 300 strong, at halt on a plain quietly taking their food ;
upon seeing which they quickly advanced and attacked them with
a well directed volley from their muskets. The enemy, not at all on
their guard, fled to the neighbouring jungle, picking up a few
things as they went, but in such a hurry and confusion, that they
left behind a great number of arms, bullets and sdrongs.
Thence they fled to the jungle round the Lazarus-house, where
our troops could not follow them so easily, but they found the
jungle paths stained all over with blood, certain proof that many
of the enemy had been wounded.

Our Captain and his troops arriving near the house of the Jenlif
(Tamil) Kisna, dixcovered the enemy on a large plain opposite the
Lazarus-house. When they saw our roldiers drawing near, they

*One account says this was so named after a Portuguese man of note:
another states that there was a fierce elephant in the neighbourhood at
Gijah Bérang and hence the name and he would not come any nearer because
he saw the place wars cleared, “Trangkéra.” “Tranquera™ means *“an obata-
cle,” probably used to denote one of the outworks beyond the fortress. The
gate is at the end of Heeren Street, known to the natives ar Kampong Blanda,
a quarter of a mile or so fromn the Stadt-house : Tranquera itself extends to a
mile orso from the Stadt-house. :
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The enemy, unaware of these arrangements, continually shouted

= at our troops, abusing and provoking them as much as they could.
r After the lapse of a quarter of an hour we heard the report of

=
E
2
1

- - - wmr7n

the gun, and thus knew that our companions had reached the
intended point. The bentang was then attacked from three sides
at the same time.

The enemy, remaining firmly in their bentang, fought as gal.
lantly as ever a native enemy did. We had expected that they
would have come to meet us, but they did not this time, and very
much disappointed our soldiers, who, exposed to their fire, had
to fight against the walls of their bentang.

But when our troops had two or three European soldiers killed, they
could no longer be restrained; the grenadiers with their hand.
grenades stormed the bentang, thus taking the lead of the other
troops which followed close on their heels.

This created such disorder samong the enemy that. they decided
to break up their centre, and with their amok-runners in frout they
tried to cut themselves a way through our troops at two corners
of the bentang.

Our Commander, perceiving their intention, ordered a general
charge with the bayonet, in which close engagewment the enemy
had 40 men killed, and certainly more than double that number
wounded, our troops having fought with the greatest irritation.

After burning down their bentang, our various forces were
re-assembled, and returned to Malacca with drums beating and
colours flying, carrying as trophies the heads of those of the enemy
whom they had killed, on the points of their bayonets and lances.

‘We had six men killed, four of whom were soldiers, one a volunteer
and one & Chinaman, and not more than 5 men wounded, among
the natives and volunteers, and none of them seriously.
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A TIGER HUNT IN JAVA.
( Ezxtracted from the * Ceylon Observer.”)

s HE slaughter which takes place among the cattle of Java,
Sumatra and Bali, through tigers, panthers and wild
dogs, is greater than is supposed. In remote, thinly
populated districts, children ( not small ones ) and even

~4¥\,  full grown persons are killed by the royal tiger, and

I now and then similar cases occur in more inhabited
places. Even here, in the neighbourhood of Sinagar (below Soeka-
boemi, Preanger), a thickly populated and almost entirely cleared
district, I have had the sad experience that, in a short time, one
can lose much cattle, horses and sheep through wild beasts.

In the first four years of my residence here, before I had become
acquainted with the use of tiger poisons, I lost in this manner 14
horses and karbouws.®* Since then also I have not been exempt ;
but by employing the poison which I am about to describe the loss
of cattle has gradually decreased.

The poison which was employed by me is a yellowish brown
powder, obtained from the bark of a climbing plant called wals
kambing, found in the low marshy regions along the coasts of Java
(among others near Tangerang, in the Bantam province and near
Wijnkoopsbaai ).

In Fiixr’s Plantkundig Woordenboek voor Nederlandsch Indie
( Leyden, Guarrr Kovrr, 1876 ) the plant is referred to under No.
8,705 :—* Wali kambing j. Sarcolobus spanoghei mig. Nat. ord. of
the Asclepiadee ; loc. Java; creeper. This plant, with others of
the same family, is employed to intoxicate boars, tigers and other

T * Buffaloes.

n




~Tre tselese fir 23 poopose. for it would |
103 2w wetive and Snally caralveed.

Azeoor tte ~ssher pusnts of the same £
% z3:+ee 3 appereniy also referred to.

A+ = whas Frixy savs of restoration by bl
arress wizh what s sakdl in Rrcc's Sunden
( Banatia. Lassx & Co.. 1565 ) -—= The rool
up with rice -¢ other food. and placed in
waich after eating it. become invensible and t«
them they recover. ~ ¥

The ilea of bleeding wild pigs is more ¢
nust he awumed that the operatiom is to b
lancet or fleam but with ¢sllok : or klewa:
definite sargical parpose.

* -~ Rampog. To spear animals for amusement : a
e¢ach man being armed with a spear. and whenever
ring. he i received on the sjean. The native chi
their alwa-aluss of this kimd of public amusesnens.
practised upon. which is uncaged in the midst for
Nwadanese Dict.

t We give the context of the extract at follows :—
of the liane growing along some parts of the low coast
amongst other places. near the coast from the mouth
Bantam. The root is bruised and mixed up with 1
and placed in the way of wild pigs, which, after eati
and torpid. but on bleeding them they recover. It
about Batavia. Wali, C. {CLovGHS Sinhalese Dictiona
the wood. * The fruit of a species of Contorta calle
deadly effect on tigers. It iz prepared by the admixty
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* As we neared home, a corps of ninc or ten angklong*
players met us, for the winged rumor had already preceded us
and to the playing of angklongs a circuit of the factory was made,
at which the natives became fearfully excited.

*“ You are sure to remember that mad gegil 1 of that time when I
came to the house with a foetoel which had stolen a calf from us.

* When the tiger was laid in our front verandah between the two
middle columns, the court was black with men. Good presents
were made to all the hunters and trackers, and the angklong play-
ers also were not forgotton.

“ This is the history of the rug which is to lie in your bedroom.

(8d.) R. A. KERKHOVEN.
* Ardjasari, 2ud Feb., 1875.”

I hope that the above particulars, while they may be thought
worthy of a mission to the Tijdsckrift can Nijv. en Landbouw, will
convince the readers that for anyone who has the time and strength
to devote to it, the wali kambing is an excellent means for getting
rid of a number of tigers.

E. J. KERKHOVEN.
Sinagar, 9th July, 1875.

* “_.Anghlong.—A musical instrament made of bambus, cut off at theends
like the pipes of an organ, and being strung together on a frame, are shook to
clicit their tones.”"— R1G6's S. D.

t Noise, tumasha.
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" also, I believe, confirmed by Munshi ABprLran in hix * Hikayat,”
o

but I cannot, at present, refer to the book.

The idea of a Batin being sent on such a mission will make
Malays, or those acquainted with their manners and customs, smile ;
but it is very possible that Batin SaPI accompanied the ““noble.
men "’ mentioned above.

W.H. R

LATAH.

I have received several communications from different quarters
upon the subject of my recent paper on Latak. On one point, my
correspondents seem to be agreed, viz., that the omission of
Chinese from the list of residents in the Straits who are afflicted
with Latah, is due to my defective observation.

It would shew great presumption were I to say definitely that
those who have favoured me with their criticism are wrong in their
opinion ; but it would be equally false humility on my part to admit

its correctness, upon the data which lie before me.

Is no case have any reasons been given for the assumption that
1 am in error; nor are any particularised instances referred to by
which such error might be corrected or modified.

And T may add, with candour, but I trust without offence, that
many of my recent correspondents have had neither length of time,
nor favourable opportunities, in Malaya, sufficient to warrant the
formation of their very definitely expressed opinions. .

I am told by all who have written to me that numbers of Chi.
nese in the Straits are imitative Lataks. I am indeed told by one
writer that such cases are “ numberless.”

It could hardly have escaped my notice that there are many
Chinese in this country who imitate the words and jestures of
others. But this is true of many people in all countries.
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T I cannot speak from ecxperience of the ultimate fato of any
; Latah of the imitativ> clws. But T can say confidently that the
“xhibition of this peculiarity is unaccompanied by any other mental

rregularity, except those which I have attempted to describe as
xpertaining to Latak. And in thosce cases which T have had the
“pportunity of observing for any length of time, 1 have satisfied
‘myself that the malady is not progressive.

Further, I have seen many oldish men thus Latah who, accord-
ing to the testimony of their elders, have been so aflicted from the
age of puberty.

And lastly, I have never heard an *‘orang latah” called an
“orang gila.” Nor have 1 ever heard any man say of one so
diseased, ** He will becoma mad,” or “ He will die.”

For these and other reasons, apart from my own theory on the
subject. T am led to believe that this propensity in Lafahs is an
anomaly, distinct from a not uncommon mental disease in other
parts of tho world, to which it bears some superficial resemblance.

And, until proof is given to the contrary, I rest content with my
belief that the peculiarity i+ one in which the Chinese have no
share.

It must be, at all times, dangerons for the unscientific to argue
from apparent similarities, the catses of which must be hidden
from them.

As I have written as a non.scientist, I mnst add that I am
yuite alive to the parallel danger 1 am running in pointing out
differences which stand merely upon the basisof my own unlearned
and limited observation.

What Latah really is, it remains for some future pathologist to say.
But until “ the man has spoken with authority,” I trust that
no half formed and rash generalization will be suffered to class the
imitative Malay with the microcephalic idiot: our snake seer with
the victim of alcohol; the rarely found Malay girl-sufferer with
the ordinary nympho-maniac; in a word, the unexplained Latah
with the Lunatic. whose mental dirorders have now formed the
subject of the specialist’s investigations for several generations.
H. A. O’'BRIEN.















