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PROCEEDINGS
OF THE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE
STRAITS BRANCH

OF THE

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY,

HELD AT THE
EXCHANGE ROOMS

ON

FRIDAY, 27ru MARCH, 1855,

The Hon'ble A. M. SKINNER, Fiee-President, in the Chair,

The minutes of the last general meeting were read and
confirmed.

The Honorary Secretary read the Annual Beport of the Com-
mittee for the year 1884, (See p. xiii.)

The ITonorary Treasurer's Accounts for the vear 1894 were
laid before the meeting. (See p. xvii.)

The Report and Accounts were unanimously adopted without
discussion.

The election of Officers for the year 1885 were then proceeded






ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

COUNCIL

OF TUE
STRAITS BRANCH

OF THE

ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY,

FOR THE YEAR 1884.

The Report which the Council for 188+ have to lay before the
Annual General Mecting will, they believe, shew tbat the interest
evinced in the objects for which the Society was established in
1878 continues unabated, and that those objects are being steadily
kept in view by those to whom the management of the affairs of
the Sociefy is entrusted.

The new members elected provisionally by the Counecil since the
last Greneral Meeting arc :—

Walter Egerton. A. W. O'Sullivan.

E. E. Abrahamson. De. D. Manson Fraser, North
Frangois Delonele. Borneo.

Stair Elphinstone Dalrymple. | St.V. B. Down.

Van Langen. E. P. Gueritz, North Borneo.
L. Wray, Jr. W. G. Gulland.

W. . Diethelm. J. P. Rodger, Sélingor.

D. Brandt. George Copley.

A. T. Dew, Pérak.

These elections have now to be confirmed by the members pre-
sent at the General Meeting.

The following members have retired : —
Revd. J. Aberigh Mackay., ! Genceral 1. Man.

The death of the following members has been announced : —

H. Herwig. | J. T. Thomson, New Zealand.



xiv AXNUAL REPORT.

The following gentlemen have ccased to be members in accord-
ance with Rule 6 :—

A. Anson. Mohamed bin Mahboot.
R. Bruce. W. Krohn,
B. Douglas. George Mansfield.

In the Report for 18%3, mention is made of a text book of
Eastern Geography which the Society had undertaken, at the
request of the (governmcnt, to produce. The first part of this
work (the Malay Peninsula and Borneo) has now been published.
and the followmg letter regarding it has been received from the
Government of the Colony :-—

* CoLoNIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
Singapore, 12th February, 1883,

The Honorary Secretary.
StraITS Asratic SOCIETY, SINGAPORE.

S1r,—I am directed by the Acting Governor to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of the 29th ultimo with regard to the
publication of the work entitled the ** Eastern Geography,” and to
state that IMis Excellency fully recognises the valuuble assistance
which the Society has afforded to the Government in acceding to the
request that it should undertake this work, and dexires especially
to tender the cordial thanks of the Government t the Vice-Presi-
dent (Mr. A. M. SkinNER) for the valuable results of the action of
the Society. -

2. The work which he has edited —the firat of its kind as re-
gards this part of the world—will, in His Excellency’s opinion.

rove of very great uscfulness both inside the Schools of this
olony, and outside the Colony itself, where so much ignorance
prevails regarding the Malay Peninsula and its neighbourhood.

3. I amto add that His Excellency concurs in the recom-
mendation of the Council of the Society, and will invite the Legis-
lative Council to vote the neccssary sum to enable Mr. STANFORD'S
offer to be accepted. 1t appears to His Exccllency that if the part
regarding Australia is to be omitted, as His Excellency considers
it should be, it may not even be necessary to pay o much as £100.

I have, &ec.,

A. P. TALDBOT,
Jor Acting Colonial Scerctary, 8. S.°



ANXUAL REPORT. v

Theé scheme for republishing a selection: of papers which have
appeared from time to time in the Journals or Proceedings of
learned Societies bearing upon matters of scientific interest in the
Eastern Archipelago, has taken definite shape.

The consent of the Asiatic Society of Bengal having been
received to the republication of papers rclating to Indo-China
which have appeared in their Journals, the first series of selections
will consist of papers extracted from “ Asiatic Researches” and the
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. These will probably be
preceded by a few papers originally published in DALRYMPLE'S
“ Oriental Repertory.” The Council have been fortunate enough
to secure the co-operation of Dr. REixuoLD RosT, Librarian of the
India Office, who has consented to edit the re-printed papers in
London. It ix hoped that two volumes will be brought out during
1885, and it will tmn rest with the Society whether or not to ex-
tend the scheme and continue to issue, from time to time, as funds
:l[l‘;:g’ allow, further volumes of selected papers relating to the Far

t.

The previous ventures of the Society in the direction of
publishing, have not caused, in the aggregate, any pecuniary loss.
‘The large Map of the Peninsula (1879) has, up to date, left a
margin of profit of $33.63, with 8 copies still in hand.

The re-publication of the *‘ Hikayat Abdullah” cost $400, of
which $368 has been recovered, and 2 copies remain.

In the Department of Geography. the Council have noted with
satisfaction the publication during the year 1854, by the Govern-
ment of the Native State of Sélangor, of a map of the State (pub-
lished by Mr. E. Stanford, Charing Cross) on the scale of 2 miles
to the inch.

The Skeleton Map of the Peninsula. upon which all new infor-
mation is to be entered as exploration advanees, mentioned in last
vear's Report, has been completed, and several maps and sketches
embodying fresh geographical knowledge have been received from
the Native States.

The most important of these is the Map of Ulu Pahang by
Mr. W. CiMEroxn, a most indefatigable cxplorer as well as a
skilful surveyor and geologist.

Four of the papers published in the Society’s Journal since
the last General Meeting are by Members who had not previously
contributed, and the Council hope that they may infer from this
that the number of active Meuibers is increasing. They desire,
however, to renew the appeal made in last year's Report, for



xvi ANNUAL REPORT.

literary contributions on scientific subjects from those willing to co-
operate in the objects of the Society.

It is believed that some will perhaps contribute notes, who
have not leisure to write papers, and, in order to enconrage this, it
is proposed to develop the idea with which a few pages have usual-
Iy been set apart in each number of the Journal for “ Miscellaneous
Notes,” and to publish in cach future number a paper devoted to
“ Notes and Queries,” which will be edited by the Honorary Secre-
tary.

No. 12 of the Journal of this Society (for the half-year ending
December, 1883) did not appear until May, 1884, and No. 13 (for
{:he half-year ending June, 1884) was only published in December
ast.

The absence of the Ilonorary Sceretary from the Colony in
the spring and autumn of the year partly accounts for this. No. 14
(for the last half-year of 1884) is now in the proess,

The following papers have been published in the Journal of
the Society since the last General Mecting :—

“ Malayan Ornithology” (Part IIl), by Cupt. Kelham, High-

land Light Infantry.

“ Gutta-producing Trees,” by L. Wray, Jr.

‘ Shamanism in Pérak,” by W. E. Maxwell.

“ Changes in Malayan Dialects.”” by 4. M. Ferquson, Jr.

“ Straits Meteorology.” by d. M. Skinner.

“The Pigmies,” translated by J. Errington de la Croiz.

“ Yalentyn’s Description of Malucea,” translated by J. Miller.

edited by D. F. 4. Hervey.
“The Law and Customs of the Malays with reference to the
Tenure of Land,” by W. E. Mazwell.

*The Stream Tin Deposits of Pérak,” by Revd. J. E. Tenison-
HWoods.

“ Rémbau,” by D. F. 4. Herrey.

“The Tawaran and Putatan Rivers,” by S. E. Dalrymple.

The Honorary Treasurer’s Accounts. which are annexed. shew

a credit balance of §1,021.34.
W. E. MAXWELL,

Honorary Scerctary.
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JOURNEY TO THE SUMMIT OF GUNONG BUBLU.

Gunong Bubu is the most elevated mountain of the coast
range of the State of Pérak. Its highest summit lies about
8. 17° E. of Thaipeng, distant, say, twenty miles as the crow
flies. It is one of the series of nearly detached groups of
mountains which form the coast-range, having their spurs
and longest axes generally in a N.N.E. and S.8.W. direction.
There is no record of any exploration of Gunong Bubu. It
is said that some Europeans have ascended it and made a col-
lection of plants, but what the Reverend Mr. Scorrecmiy
and I saw of the flora, inclines us to think that some of
the adjacent and lower summits could only have been reached.
The mountain is not quite 5,600 feet high, but rendered very
inaccessible by precipices of granite 1,000 feet high, which
bar most of the spurs. At the request of Sir Huen Low, I
undertook its exploration, accompanied by the Revd. B. Scor-
TECHINI as botanist, and Mr. C. F. Bozzoro, who had charge of
the Malays carrying our baggage. We started from the
mountain garden at Arang Para, which is about 3,000 feet
ahove sea level—not a good point of departure, as we had to
descend and then climb up again over several very stecp
spurs before we could reach even the foot of the range. The
following is the journal.

May 20, 1884.—Started from the mountain garden at 9
_ A.M. on a course due south, descending a very steep slope along
a mountain track used by Chinesc sawyers. It soon began
to rain heavily, which made the stecp path so slippery that
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cream-coloured flowers nearly a foot across the rotate corolla,
the tube of which is eight inches long.

The Kenas River is about one hundred feet wide, descending
in rapids amid large granite bonlders. It contains many deep
water-holes with fishes, different somewhat from those on the
Pérak. They are under examination, with a view to specific
description. There are also land crabs abont the stream and a
peculiar species of prawn ( Palemon ? ).

From the Kenas, we struck to the west of south crossing two
small, steep, densely-wooded spurs. This brought us to the
base of a steep slope, which was at the foot of Guaong Bubn,
Here the jungle became more open, being mostly esmposed of
forest trees and Bertam palm [ Engeissonia tristis). We soon
lost sight of the Pinanga which we had found on the Kenas.
There was a distinet rhinoceros beat on the crest, covered
with foot-prints, which had been made only a few hours
before. The logs which lay in the way were smoothed by the
constant passing and repassing of these auimals, There were
also many of these water-holes and it was difficult to imagine

“that they had not been cut artificiully on one side. The
jungle was easily cut, but the track was so steep as scarcely
to afford a footing in places. It took us nearly the whole day
to climb a distance of 5,000 yards, and then we camped on a
narrow terrace near a small trickling supply of water. Near
this camp, we could hear the roaring of a large cascade, pro-
bably not far off, but the descent to it was too steep for us
to attempt to reach it then. Our huts were built of attap and
were large and comfortable. We had descended so much from
our starting point that we were still below the level of the
Hermitage garden of Arang Para.

May 22. —Before starting this morning we sent back a party
of Malays to bring up fresh supplics to this camp for our
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about a mile. After this, we had to climb by roots of trees,
stumps and branches, and made but slow progress. 1 cannot
say now whether this portion of our journey was on the face of
a cliff or not. We could see absolutely nothing around us
but trees and roots, and these overhung with such a thick
coating of brown moss, ferns and orchids, that above and
below were equally hidden. Sometimes we crept in and out
under these roots and over them, or climbed a tree to get to
some ledge near its upper branches, but where we were going,
or how far we were, could only be guessed from the barometer.
I do not suppose, however, that any one could climb so steep
an ascent with less danger. One could not fall. It would
puzzle any person to throw a stone more than a few yards
amid such a thicket.

At five thousand feet by the aneroid, we began to see the
first specimens of that graceful fern Matonia pectinata. This
has never been previously recorded from Pérak, and the only
habitats are Java and Mount Ophir near Malacea, where it is
associated with Dipteris Horsfeldii. ‘T'he latter fern we had
scen 1,000 feet below, and it oceurs on all the mountains of
Perak at heights a little over 3,500 feet but at Singapore
it 18 found at the sea level. DBesides this, there was plen-
ty to see and admire in the way of ferns, orchids and
mosses, with many curious fungi and lichens, for the mois-
ture and deep shade made the place the very home of the cryp-
togamia. But the climbing was such very hard work, that
attention to anything else was almost impossible. At about
5,400 feet, the entire vegetation changed. It was still a thick-
et, but more or less stunted aud twiggy, very distressing to
climb. I cannot say how long it continued, but long before
I expected it, we suddenly found ourselves on an open level
space, on the summit of Mount Bubu.
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thus one has to climb over and under in a most disgraceful
manner, as the whole was an entangled mass of twigs which
stopped and caught one at every side, besides being dripping
with water. By the time the highest crest was reached, the
~ clouds had gathered, and no view could be obtained. Having
satisfied ourselves ahout the road, and cleared the most of it,
we tumed back. Though the descent was slower and more
troublesome than going up, yet we reached our camp easily
an hour before sunset. Ouar supplies had not arrvived, and our
chances of making a second ascent seemed rather uncertain,
Our last rations of rice were served out that.evening. Oa the
next day ( Quecn’s birthday, hence the camp was called
Queen’s Camp ) we cleared away much more of the forest, but
as the party were without food, and there were no sigus of our
messengers, we prepared, with much chagrin, to return to our
lower camp. We hal just packel everything when the sup-
plies arrived. Our messengers had lost themselves in the jua-
gle and this was the cause of the delay.

On the %7th, taking with us a light equipment for
camping, we again ascended the summit of the mountain,
After crecting our tents, or rather our waterproof sheets which
served as a substitute, we went on to the summit and built an
immense heap of wood and dammar resin to serve as a signal
fire at night. Beyond the summit there is a steep valley and
at the other side are isolated pinnacle of granite nearly as
high as the mountain and perfectly precipitous except on the
side of the valley. Messrs. Scorrecuini and BozzoLo ascend-
ed this with much hard climbing and found on the summit a
small pile of stones and a flag-staff, while the remains of a flag
were strewn on the ground. It is supposed that this flag was
placed jthere at the instance of Captain Sprepy, who paid the
Malays a considerable sum to plant a flag there for surveying
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ney. Whether there was a flood in the river or not, the beauty

of the rocks and precipices in the wild forest could not be

surpassed. We had to descend by a series of zigzags crossing

the successive cascades on logs sometimes at a considerable

height above the water. If ever the romance of a lovely view

was destroyed by the perils of a journey, it was here. We

had to cross fifteen of these aerial bridges. Some were nar-

row and some were half rotten, and all were over cascades *
where the slightest slip was certain destruction. In the lower

part of the stream we had to ford the water, which was just

fordable and no more. 1 consider that it was quite wonderful
thaut this part of our journey was accomplished without accident,

whieh, however, was only effected by constant care and much

deluy. We arrived at Lady Werp’s rest-house on the Kuila

Kangsa Road on the evening of the last day of the month

the most of which had been spent in the jungle, and none the

worse for our sojourn away from civilization, except in the

innumerable leech-bites from which we all suffered.

J. E. TENISON-WOODS.

Note.—Amonust the fishes of the Kenas there was a small
gpecimen of what [ tuok to be Ophiocephalus micropeltes, but
the species is doubtful.  The barbel may have been B. kolus.

Since our journey, the mountain has been again ascended by
Mr. CanTrry, the Government Botanist, who obtained a good
collection of plants.
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THE HISTORY OF PERAK FROM NATIVE SOURGCES.
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PAPER under the above title, which was published
in No, 9 of this Journal (June, 1882), contains a
translation of the later portion of the Perak “ Salsila,”
%\ (chain, genealogy) of the royal family.  This
& ends abraptly with the death of Marhum Muda,
which took place about the year 1777. It has been
carried on and brought down to 1832 by Ruasa Hanx
Yanva, of Bilanja, in Perak, whose manuscript I have
translated. Uxcku [Fasr’s work does not profess to be more
than a genealosical record, and is not, like the older book,
a historical narrative of events. [t has not, therefore, the
interest of the latter. It is useful, however, as exhibiting
the mode of succession which was customary among the Perak
Rajas in former times, and as an authentie source from which
to ascertain the relative purity of the descent of the survi-
ving members of the royal linc in that State.
For convenience of reference, the names and titles, wherever
they occur, of the Rajas who at any time succeeded to the
throne of Perak are printed in small capitals,

W. L. MAXWELL,

This is the gencalogy of the Rajas who are in the Kingdom
of Perak, at present.

Marnvym Janin-vrnnan ¥ was the grandson of Marhum
Kasab of Siak, who was descended from Sang Sapurba of
Pagar-ruyong. Marnvs Javin-vnia married a danghter of
Marhum Muda Pahang (by the grand danghter of Marnuwu
Kora Lama, Sultan of Perak) and had six children—four
sons and two daughters.  The sone were 1 —

~f

5
)
-

-

* For an explanation of the term Workam and the Malay practioe of re-
naming their kings aftr their deceese, see Noo 9 of this Journai,  (7he Hix-
tory of Ferak from Native Sources, p. 9% n.)

The name of MARIUM JALIL-ULLAH in his Ufctime wes Mopapran Snain,
(1d., p. 102.) :

1SN











































THE HISTORY OF PERAK FROM XATIVE SOURCES. 317

Raja Ismair Hrraw, by his wife Raja Fatimah, had two
children, the elder of whom was a daughter, Raja Long Kha-
dijah, and the second a son named Raja Lop Ahamad.

When Sultan Appriras Mceanuap Suan died, Raja Mu-
da Nean J‘arrar became Yang-di-per-tuan and took the title
of Sultan Jarrar Ma‘adaw Suan. Raja Arr became Raja
Muda and Raja Ismail became Raja Bandahara.

Sultan Jarrar and his wife Raja Kechik Puan Besar had
one daughter named Raja Long. Her mother died before
Raja Jéarrar succeeded to the throne and was known after
her death by the title of Sha‘alam Telok Kapayang Mangkat
di Pangkalan Tengah. The Sultan had, by another wife (Che
Bulan), a daughter named Raja Ngah, and, by another wife
(Che Mahat), a daughter named Raja Nandak and a son named
Raja ABprrLran. This Raja AspvLLan was born on the night
of Nasf Sha‘uban, and it is said that on that night the water of
the well Zem-zem bubbled up and overflowed. Further,a pious
Menangkabau man, still living,named Haji Muhammad Ali (who
is married to Che Fatimah of Bandar and is known as Tuan
Besar Kramat) when he saw the new-born infant, said at the
time : “This child is supernaturally gifted (ber-fuak); take
“ the greatest care of him.”

Raja Long, the Sultan’s daughter, married Raja Kechik, the
son of a Raja from Riau, and his second daughter, Raja Ngah,
married Daing Perbn, the son of a Bugis Raja who was the son
of Kraing Chandrapolil, son of the Rajy of Bernih (Brunei) :
and his third daughter, Raja Nandak, married Raja Pandak,
son of Marntvy Amik-crran MaxGgar p1 DuriaN Sabaraxa,
(Svrraxy Apprrran Menasap Sian).

Raja Appuvrran, the son of Sultan Jarrar married Raja
Tipah, half sister of Raja Muda Ngah ALi on the mother’s
side.

Sultan J‘arrar married another wife called Che Alang
Amas, who bore him a son called Raja Musah.

Raja Long had three sons by her husband Raja Kechik of
Riau, namely :—

1.—Raja Mahmud, whois now at Riau and who has
been to Mecccuh.
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consultation among the Chiefs, at the head of whom was Padu-
ka Sri Maharaja Ibrahim, Mantri at Larut, after which they
raised Raja Dapdaliara Iswain to the throne under the title of*
“ Tl mestir bsetri Allah el jemil ¥ Paduka Sri Sultan Ismail
“ Muy-eddin ‘ayat Shah.”

Raja Osman, son of the late Sultan, was made Bandahara
nnder the title of Bandahara Wakil-al-Sultan Wazir al kabir.
Not long after this, Raja Muda ABpuLLAH came to an agree-
ment with the Chicfs down the river, at the head of whom was
the Laksamana Muhammad Amin, that he should be recognised
as Sultan under the title of ¢ Ll ‘ashik billaht SvLTaAN ABDULLAR
MunaMyap Suan, Yang-di-per-Tuan, Perak,” and he at once
went to Singapore where Governor Ord was then stationed as
the Governor of thc Straits Scttlements. Soon after he re-
turned to Perak, there was a change of Governors and Sir An-
drew Clarke became- Governor and after reaching Singapore
came on to Pangkor, where he confirmed SuLTAN ABDULLAN as
Yang-di-per-Tuan of Perak, Surravy Ismain becoming Ex-Sul-
tan. that is to say, Sultan Muda. The Colonial Secretary, Mr.
J. W. Birch was then appointed Resident of Perak. Again
therc was a change of Governors in Singapore, and Sir William
Jervois became Governor. Then the death of Mr. Birch at
Pasir Salak took place, and the Sultan (Ismain) retired from
Pangkalan Péguh. Then Captain Danlop and Major
McNair became Queen’s Commissioners in Perak and after-
wards Mr. Davidson bececame Resident. After this, Sultan
Appurean and the Laksamana and the Shabandar were taken
away to Singapore and thence to Pulau Scychelles. Then
Mr. Hugh Low became Resident of Perak and Mr. Maxwell
Liccame Assistant Resident and governed Larut.  Raja Muda
Yusur beeame Regent of Perak, and Raja Idris, son of Marhum
Bandzhara Iskandar, became Iakim of Perak. :

Raja Muda Yvusur, Regent of Perak, begot two children, a
daughter named Raja Nutih, and a son, Raja Lop Mansur. He
had another son, by a concubine, Raja Muhammad Ajam ; and
unother son, by a woman called Zenab (to whom he was never
marriced), who was named Raja Pendawa. DBy a woman named
Alang Malaka (whom he married) he has a son named Raja

T % “The (‘uvt‘:'ng of the px‘otc&ing mantle of God.”
t * The fricnd 0f God.”
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BRITISH NORTH BORNEO.*

Introduction.

The object of this paper is to give a short and general
sketch of the territory under the Government of British North
Borneo Company, from personal observations made during a
residence of nearly three years in the country, and from the
official reports of Messrs. Pryer, Vox Doxor, Fraxg Harron
and WirTI. :

Area.

Embracing an area of some 20,000 square miles, and a
coast line of about 500 miles, the territory lies between the
116th and 119th degrees of East longitude, and the 4th and
7th parallels of North latitude.

Geographical Features.

The general geographicul features of the country are as
follows :—A range of mountains—the general direction of which
is North-East and South-West—forms a backbone through
the heart of the country, varying in height from 4,000, 7,000
and 8,000 feet in the mountains of Melaio, Mentapok and
Trodan, respectively, until the altitude of 13,698 feet is attained
by the rugged peaks of Kina Balu, which tower above the
surrounding country, repelling with precipitous ascent the
adventurer who would attain their summits. From this range
and descending to the coast on either sidc, are lesser ranges of

* Sec a paper, with this title, by SirWALTHE MEDHURST, read at a meet-
ing of the Royal Colonial Institute this vear.— Ep.
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cannot be overrated, and it follows, that it is of the highest
importance that they should not be in the hands of any foreign
augd possibly hostile power. .

The value of these harbours, in addition to their strategical
importance, is enhaned by the rich country lying at their back.
This is especially the case with regard to Sandakan, into which
flow some fifteen rivers, taking their courses, for the most part,
through a country which is without doubt a ficld for large
sugar and tobacco plantations, and containing a supply of
timber which, from its easy access, should be a great source of
revenue to the Government.

Riters.

The principal rivers in the territory are the Kimanis,
Papar, Putatan, Abai, and Tampasuk, on the West Coast,
Paitan and Sugut on the North, and Sibuco and Kinabatangan
on the Eust. Most of these rivers are navigable for steam
launches of light draught, for although, as a rule, deep water is
found inside the entrance, all the rivers are more or less barrel,
'The Kinabatangan is navigable for some 200 miles. Rising in
the ranges south of Kina Balu, it takes its course to the sea,
cmerging some twenty wmiles sonth of Sandakan harbour, after
passing through a very thinly populated country covered for
the most part with virgin forest, varied by occasional native
plantations, or patches of sccondary jungle denoting where
former clearings have been. 'The quantity of floating timber
met with, in the rivers, renders carcful navigation necessary.

North Borneo ax a field for the Planter.

North Bormeo as a new field for the crowded-out planters
of Cevlon and Sumatra, is not to he rurpassed, for in its hills
and valleys will be found soil suitable 1o almost every tropical
product. Hariox in the New Coylon writes as follows, and his
remarks are confirmed by experts from personal ohservations :—
“ The spurs and slopes of Kina Balu are peculjarly fitted for
“growing coffee, tea and cinchona, while the rich plains that
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Gambier.

Gambier ( the inspissated juice of Nauclea gambhir, an
astringent usel in dying and tanning), the cultivation of which
has met with such success in the neighbouring state of Sarawak,
pevper, tea and coffea ara’ica, have all been proved suitable,
and sago which is indigenous to the country would largely
repay for planting in the low lying grounds at the entrances to
rivers.

Jungle Products.

Especially is this country rich in natural jungle products,
such as gutta percha, india rubber, camphor, canes, and an
infinite variety of useful and ornamental woods, including the
valuable bi/ian (iron-wood) and ebony.

Camphor

The camphor of Borueo, (Dryohalanops camphora) is noted
for its!peculiar medicinal propertics, and is highly valued by
the Chinese, who will give, accordiug to the variation of the
market, from twenty to forty dollars a pound for the best.

Borneo, with its natural advantages in waterways, should
export its timber largely to China, and no doubt when labour
becomes more abundant, this will be the case.

Firewood,

A market for firewood lLas been already established in
Hongkong, and the supply of mangrove which is unequalled for
this purpose, is practically incxhaustible. und can be obtained
without any difficulty. The bark of this tree, which has to be
removed in its preparation as tirewood, has its own special value
as producing a reddish dye much used by the Chinese.

Edible Birds® Nests,

Another valuable and increasing product is the edihle
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.‘iiap'hllput,thilnm w12 Y cvuer we foumd
sdditiom the dephans 3zl rEimier=s B s1ngrened.
N ing wp the rivers, maay varkoes of 2 =acksv wibe
are met with, including a small spevs:s «J vesaz-zx=. Small
. Mack bears (Helarctes cwryipics. aze cvxaiaal’y met with ®
The tapir and other have been :w2va ca 1ie Nocth cvast. A
large variety of squirrels aboani  Amongst the scakes are
foand the cobrs, pytion. and leai snake Triswrvemrss
), bat the writcr Las cot kaown a siazle fatal case
mnake-bite during a res’dence of <x vears in Burneo.
Crocodiles are numerous. and at times extremx Iy Serce and
diiagerous. Thbe rivers and coast trem witk fich. which form
she staple food of a large portien of the inhabitants.

Pigeons of many kirds, snipe, curlew and piover, the Argus
xad Bulwer pheasants ( Argwsiavus Grayii and Lobiophasis
Bwweri; +) and several kinds of partridge afford a tempting
variety to the sportsman, and the field opened up to the

_ maturalist amongst the numervus binls of North Borneo, is a
end but lictle known one.
Climat-.

The climate is more healthy than might be expected in a
country situated 80 near the Equator. The maximum monthly
mean temperature during the vear 1333 was 83.9, whilst the
lowest for the same period was ¢5.1. The nights as a rule are
very cool and pleasant, and on the coast the heat during the
day is rarely oppressive. The rainfall for 1583, as observed at
Kudat, on the North coast, was 120.356 inches, November,
December and Jaanuary being the months during which most
rain fell. There is no absolutely dry season, it being rare to
aass many days without rain. To Europeans who take rcason-
pble precautions against exposure to malarial influences, the

climate is healthy.

:

i

® Rir STAMFORD RAFFLES described the Malayan bear befue the Linnean
Secdety in 1820. CRAWFURD says that the Bornean and Sumatran bears are

the samc species.—ED,
The Bulwer Pheasaut (Lobiophasis Bulweri) has not

{ This is an error.
come under the knowledge of the anthor. The birds referred to are two
of the Fireback Pheasant, the Ewplocanax pyrrhonotus and the

canus nobilis.
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Slavery. ,
One great benefit which will follow on the establishment of

a Government by Kuropeans, will be the gradual abolition of
slavery, which, however mild it may be in this country, is
repugnant to civilised humanity. By recent laws promulgated
by the Government, the death blow to the various modes of

obtaining slaves has been struck, the following regulations - .

effectually accomplishing this object :—(1.) No slaves can be

imported from other countries. (2.) Debtors cannot be seized = .

by their creditors, which was formerly one of the principal
means of obtaining slaves. (3.) All children born of slave
parents after November, 1883, and who would, according to
custom, be slaves also, are declared free.

Most of the inhabitants of the coast are Mahomedans,
whilst the aborigines put their faith in omens and old supersti-
tions.

Future Prospects.

In conclusion, the experiment in colonization now being
tried by the British North Borneo Company, is one of more
than local importance, and is being anxiously watched by other
nations whosc iutcrests in those seas are so great.

With the example of what has been done in the Native
States, and Sarawak, and by governing through and with the
assistance of the natives themsclves—which is indeed the only
true way in a conntry such as this—the young colony shouh{v,
within a reasonable time, realize the expectations it has aroused,
by taking a position corresponding to its natural advantages,
and sending forth its riches to the other countries of the world. *

E. P. GUERITZ.

[This paper was prepared at the suggestion of Mr. J. 8.
O’HarroraN, Secretary of the Royal Colonial Institute, by
whom it was read, on my behalf, at the Montreal Meeting of
the British Association for the Advancement of Science, on the
29th August, 183¢.—E. P. G.]

* The information in this paper may be fitly supplemented by the following
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but those who have lived as long as I have amongut the Chineso will testify
to their value if they are treated properly. One advantage with this labour is
that you can make contracts, and payment by results, by which means you can
get the maximum amount of labour at the minimum of expense. Boineo is
but & few days’ steam from China and Singapore, where, for a moderate wage,
an unlimited amount of this labonr can be obtained. Anyone who has studied
the map will, I think, recognise that, commercially and stratcgically, North
Borneo occupies a position of great importance. Lying on the high road
between China and Australia, we must in time get a large population there.
The climate I can speak well of. I have lived there many months at different
times of the year. The Government of the country is based, as 8ir WALTER
has told us, on the Indian penal code, and the administration seemns to meet
the wishes of the natives and the Chinese, and the other settlers. A force of
180 police bas hitherto been sufficient to keep order with comparative eass. As
to the charter, seme friends of the enterprise seem to believe that the enormous
powers we hold were given by Her Majcsty the Queen. It is not sout all. All
our powers were derived entirely from the Sultans of Brunei and Sulu, and what
the British Government did was simply to_incorporate us by Royal charter,
thus recognising our powers, which recognition is to us, of course, of vital
importance. I hope I have eaid enough to interest you in our scheme, and to
show that North Borneo has a considerable future before it.” . B
v KD,
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some tin mines at J&londong, which have been worked on s
small scale for 17 years by a Sungei Ujong Chinaman.

The tin deposit at this spot is the richest I have seen, being
quite 100 per cent. better than in any mine at present working
in Sungei Ujong, but even with this natural advantage the
miner’s struggle for existence is a very hurd one. He is de-
pendent for every mouthful of food upon Pahang or Sungei
Ujong, and rice delivered at the mines is costly food indeed.
‘When I was there, a dollar purchased only 23 ganfangs of rice,
aTs against 7 gantangs in Sungei Ujong, and 10 gantangs at Kulla

riang.

An arrangement has been entered into by which a bridle-
track will be constructed from Pantei in Sungei Ujong to these
mines early in the coming year, and other roads will be made
later on. A shop in conuection with the mines will be opened
next year, so that I hope that they inay progress as they ought
to do. '

With regard to the country generally, I see nothing in the
way of its prosperity but tho absence of population, and peovple
are sure to come in when the propused roads have become an
established fact.

H. A. O’BRIEN.

P. 8.—At the present time (September, 1885) the road alluded
to above has been completed, and a Collector (Mr. E P. Gugrirz)
has beun appointed, who tovk up his duties in June last. I under-
stand that the old residents are gradually returning to the country,
and that there is every prospect of an early development of the
miueral resources of the State.

The Pahang boundary has been definitely fixed at Sungei
Dua on the Triang, and the Collector’s quarters, together with a
Custom House, Court, and Police Station, have been erected at
Kuila Klawang.

H. A. O'B.






OCCASIONAL NOTES.

LATA.

Tae following extract will be of great interest to those who
have read Mr. O’BrixN’s paper on this subject in No. 11 of
this Journal.—Ebp.

‘ The first thing of interest to attract me within a few hours
of my arrival nt Kosula, wes a case in one of the servants of
the honse of that curious cerebral affection called by the
natives /afa. It is of a hysterical nature, and is confined
chiefly to women, although I bave also scen a man affected by
it. On being startled, or excited suddenly, the person becomes
lata, losing the control of her will, and cannot refrain from
imitating whatever she may hear or see done, and will keep
calling out, as long as the fit lasts, the name—and gencrally
that word alone—of whatever has flashed through her mind as
the cause of it. *“He-ih-heh matjan!™ (tiger) ; “ He-ih-heh boo-
rung besar!”’ (a grest hird ). Her purpose will be arrcsted,
as, if walking, she will stop short, and on going on again will
often follow some other course. The prefatory exclamation is
an invariable symptom, scemingly caused by involuntary hys-
terical inspirations.  According to the degree of alarm the
symptoms may rewain only a few moments, or last for the
greater part of a day, especially it the patient be prevented
from calming down. The afflicted, if not very scriously
affected, are rot altoretherincapacitated from performing the
duties to which they are accustomed. The most curious cha-
racteristic of the discasc is their imitation of every actiun they
sce.  On one oceazion, while eating a hanana, I suddenly net
this servant with a piece of soap in her hand : and, perceiving
she was slightly lufa, but without appearing to take any notice
of her, 1 made a vizorous bite at the fruit in passing her, an
action she instantly repeated on the piece of soap. On another
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