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JOURNEY ACROSS TITE MALAY PENTNSULA. 33

lies opposite the Yam Téan’s principal dwelling. The whole
country seems to be one vast level plain only a few feet above
the level of the river, the soil is excellent and would probably
grow any low-country produce, while swamps seem unknown,
though I have no doubt the appearance of the place is different
in the wet season.

The people of the country, outside the Rijas and Chicfs, with
some few exceptions, are industrious for Malays, but their
distaste for work may, to some cxtent, be explained by the
fact that a man does not care to work for more than bare sub-
sistence if his gains can always be appropriated by his more
powerful neighbour. That, at least, is an explanation offered
here and in other Malay States, especially where Siamese
influence is strong. Sic ros non robis might have heen written
of the Malay ryot.

The principal industries of Pahang are agriculture (the cul-
tivation of rice and fruit), the rearing of cattle (especially
buffaloes, which are very cheap here), sheep and poultry, a
little gold-washing (but there are good reasons why this occu-
pation is limited), and the manufacture of mats and silk cloth.
The weaving and mat-making is doue by the women, and the
silk and mats produced are excellent of their kind, but very
little known outside Pahang.

The present occupation of the ruling class in Pahang is top-
spinning, and the example is pretty generally followed by all
the unemployved male Maluys in Pékan. There is not much
to be said against this very innocent amusement, but it strikes
the casual observer as curious that while the people of the
Ulu (and indeed nearly cvery one outside this village) are
erying out for the redress of manifest grievances and the intro-
duction of something resembling fixed laws and fair govern-
ment, those who have the direction of affairs devote to the
spinning of tops the timec that can be spared from less harm-
less distractions.

In many respects the State is unlike any on the western
coast and morc nearly resembles Kélantan in features and
products. Pahang has undoubtedly great -resources and un-
usual capabilities for supporting and enriching a large popu-
lation and no intelligent person could see the country without
regretting the circumstances which still keep it closed to
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in some senses of those flowing into the Straits of Malacea, is
the furthest North of those rivers which, rising in the main
range, flow East and West to the Straits of Malacca, both the
Krian and Muda Rivers heing stated to take their rise in
mountains other than the main chain. The Pahang River
again is universally admitted to be the longest navigable river
on either side of the Peninsula, and though we did not descend
the centre or parent stream, the Jélei, there is probably not
very much difference in navigable length betwcen that and
the Lipis, and there is no recognised crossing from the west-
_ern to the eastern side of the range which would take the tra-
veller to the head waters of the Jé&lei, nor any easily navigable
river on the western side that would lead up to a point on the
western slopes of the main chain opposite to the source cf the
Jélei. When it is considered that the measured distance on
the map from Kuila Bernam to Kuila Pahang is, as the crow
flies, one hundred and seventy miles, the route by which we
have travelled covering a distunce of four hundred and two
miles ascending the largest river on the western side of the
Peninsula and descending the longest on the eastern, may be
considered fairly direct.

The Straits Government steamer Sea Belle arrived on the
7th, and as I was not able to leave and Captain GILEs scemed
to be seriously ill, I sent him on to Singapore in the Sca Belle
on the 8th instant.

Mr. Lister and I remaiuned at Pekan till the 14th May. In
that time we saw something of the country in the immediate
neighbourhood of P¢kan, and had many opportunities of talk-
ing to Malays of all ranks on matters concerning Pahang.
The Réja Muda of Pahang ( brother of the Yam Than ), who
had arrived in the Sew Bel/e, landed on the 8th, and I had the
pleasure of taking him to the Balei ( Audience Hall) and
seeing him reconciled to his brother. On two other evenings
I had interviews with the Yam Than, and he took us to his
principal house, and let us see the jiget danced by ladies of
his own household. I described these dances and the gamé-
lang accompaniment in an carly number of the Journal of the
Straits Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. I noticed that
on these occasions the company of onlookers was much more
select than when I first suw the dances, but, as before, the


















THE OBJECT AND RESULTS OF A DUTCH EXPEDITION
INTO THE INTERIOR OF SUMATRA IN THE YEARS
1877, 1878, AND 1879,

BY

M. A. L. VAN HASSELT.

[The following paper has been translated from the Frenchby Mr. R.N.
Bland, C. 8. The original willbe found in the second Volume of the Proceedings
of the Third Internationnl Geographical Congress (held at Venice in September
1881), published by the Italian Geographical Society. No account, it is believed,
has been published in English of the Dutch Mid-Sumatra Expedition and, in the
absence of an English version of their official reports, it is hoped that Mr. Van
Haasselt and his companions will not object to the publication of this translation,
which has been undertaken unavoidably without their consent being first obtained.

Ep.]

sRORT time after the Commission of the Netherlands
A Geographical Society had decided upon a scientific
expedition into the interior of Sumatra, I was, by virtue of
my office, as Government “ Controleur” at Soepajang, invited
by the above-named Commission to take charge of one of the
sections into which the expedition had been divided. Al-
though convinced of the great difficulties of the task about
to be entrusted to me, I thought it my duty not to refuse
80 honourable a mission.

From February, 1877, to March, 1879, we remained in the
districts that had been assigned to us, and though not able
to apply ¢ Vent, vidi, vici” to ourselves, we mevertheless
collected a mass of details regarding the country, of which, on
our return, it was our privilege to render an account.

Those who are acquainted with the work in which are
united the results of the Sumatra expedition, and which,
thanks to the efforts of our Commission, has taken so high
 place at this Geographical Congress, may have observed
that our labours are not yet ended.
















































EXPEDITION INTO INTERIOR OF SUMATRA. b5

We came down the mountain much more slowly than
we had gone up. Still the rate at which we were going pre-
vented us from bestowing sufficient attention on the natural
features by which we were surrounded. and on the peculiari-
ties of the mysterions foreslts in which the struggle for
existence is censelessly going on—a struggle which man is
often nnable to explain. .

What a delightful feeling it is to reach, at the close of
day, an open space wherc one can give oneself who'ly over to
the repose and comfort of a bivouac. Many of these places
will remain indelibly in our memories. Thus on the evening
of the 5th October, we arrived at Sunei Sapi, a most pic-
turesqune spot. Our people were already busy putting up a
shelter for us under the river bank. 'The banks rose sheer up
both sides, leaving only a clear view of the water up and down
gstream. Our hut was quickly built on the stony soil of
the nupper part of the river-bed, which was then dry. Soon the
fire for preparing our repast was lit, whilst near at band’
resounded the axes engaged in feliing the trees destiued for
building our pondok or hut. All around is movement, not,
however, to be of long duration, for as soon as the strictly
necessary labour is over, everyone makes himself as cow-
fortable as possible, in order to make the most of this charm-
ing resting-place.

Let us take the trouble to more minutely examine the
ground around us. By the path leading to the river, and
ut a short distance from it, we notice coffee-bushes, durians,
mangosteens, and jambu-trees. It is evident that these are
not furest trees, hut are the living remains of a village, which,
like 8o many others, has disappeared. Not a house whose
inhabitants might have told us their story has been left
standing ; notking has sarvivel buat theose fow fruit trees
which nature will reclaim in like manner, so as to completely
wipe out every vestige of the pust. i

To our left, the river flhows slowly over a bel of stonea,
and not far away is bilden from us by a bend. A

On our right hand th: scene 13 very different. The
water flows impotuously and duashes itself down from a high
rock iuto a deep basiu, falling in a Lioad sheet with u con-
tinual roar, like an avalanche of peurls, and bringing with
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YEARS.

1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1882
1884

DEc.

Days.

Inches.

Days.

YEARS.

20-66
18138
1256
600
516
756
6:50
1013
807
991
10:15
856
13-32
721
7-76
12:00

18
16
15
17
17
15
21
17
20
18
16
16
15
19
11

195
161
166
178
166
163
119
170
181
189
14
158
141

1869
1870
18711
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876
1877
1878
1879
1880
1881
1882
1883
1884

Means

7-89

1023

17

167

M eans







A GLIMPSE AT THE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS
OF THE HILL TRIBES OF NORTH FORMOSA.

B (2 2 P

IN a previous number of this Journal,* I touched lightly
on the subject of the probable origin of the Hill Tribes of
Formosa, adding at the same time a short vocabulary of a
dialect spoken by certain tribes and families occupying the
savage forest-clad mountains to the South-East and South of
the Chinese town of Banca W}? the quondam emporium
of foreign and native trade in the North of the island—a town
said some twenty years ago to have been composed of thirty
to forty thousand Chinese souls. Its position as a trading
centre has been somewhat interfered with of late years by the
rival town of Twatutia ig_*ﬁjg (situated only a mile or so
to the North of Banca), whose growing importance is owing
almost entirely to the establishment there of foreign mercan-
tile houses, and to the rapid development of the tea trade, of
which Twatutia is the principal mart.

1t is my present object to give a description of the abori-
ginal tribes living in the hills in rear of Banca extending in
various directions towards Sli-oh Bay on the East coast, and
more especially of those tribes living nearest to the western
borderland in the ncighbourhood of K5t Chiu ] JR for-
merly a Chinese border outpost, as well as of those residing
in the mountains at the hack of San Ko Yeng 7K f§ = and

to the East also of To Ko Ham iﬁﬂk extending down to

the “Sylvian and Dodd” ranges in the vicinity of the
¢ Petroleum Wells ”’ discovered by myself in the spring of the
year 1865.

* Journal No, 9, | ixp: 69-81.
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HILL TRIBES OF NORTH PFORMOSA. !

of the skin and in the texture of the hair of the northern
tribes there are no signs of negro extraction. Their hair is
invariably dark and lank, not curly or frizzled, their lips are not
so thick even as those of Malays, and the high noses possessed
by many approach often the European type. With these
evidences before us, it is safe to assume that these savages have
inherited an intermediate colour not apparently traceable to
negro admixture. The diversities of colour in men, whether in
a civil:sed or wild state, have puzzled enquirers, I imagine, up
to the present day, and it is impossible to say with any cer-
tainty now, after all the speculations and theories enunciated
in books on the subject, whether our first parents were created
black or fair-skinned. The stronger reasons are in favour of the
former colour, in any case the hot rays of the sun seem to have
the effect of only tanning the skin brown, even in the tropics,
and this effect in Formosa, where, in the valleys, it is cxtremely
hot for more than half the year, would appear to have no here-
ditary consequence on the colour of young savages who are
launched into the world year after year. The colour of the
skin of all peoples must necessarily be a gnide to descent, for
it must be inherited, of course with modifications. I have
considered it advisable to allude to this subject to prove that
the savages of North Formosa are not apparently directly
descended from the Eastern negro section of the human
family, specimens of which are to be found in the islands of
the South Pacific Ocean. It is well known that there are cer-
tain- dark curly-headed tribes in the Philippine group, and pos-
sibly similar represcutatives of that class of people may later
on be discovered in some of the numerous valleys of Formosa
amongst the tribes to the Soath of the 2£th parallel, when the
whole of the country between Mount Morrison and the Sylvian
Range has been thoroughly explored. The colour of the skin of
all the Northern tribes 1 have seen appears to be of a uniform
hue, without any variety, beyond a darker or lighter complexion
observable when comparing bronzed and swarthy old men
with younger members of the tribe who have never been much
exposed to the weather.

The gencral contour of the face resembles somewhat that
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wearing a resemblance to one: as a rule all hairs appearing
on the chin or cheek are plucked out by the roots, a small pair
of tweezers being uscd for the purpose.

The shape of the hcads of savages varies considerably,
though the majority of them appear round and rather small.
Their faces are for the most part of a Malayan type, sume have
a Jewish cast, and again you observe faces whose profiles
resemble those of KEuropeans. I am inclined to think
that these differences in physiognomies are attributable
to the mixture of Malay, Philippine and Polynesian blood with
the original ancient stocks previously existing in the island.

The men of the northern tribes are in the habit of tat-
tooing the forehead and chin in horizontal lines of about
three quarters of an inch in length, and one-sixteenth part of
an inch in breadth right in the centre of the forehcad from the
parting of the hair, which is always in the middle, to the root
of the nose.

On the chin, also, are similar horizontal lines, and these
are, as a rule, the only tattoo marks that are visible on the faces
of the men. On the body they tattoo slightly, but it is not very
general amongst them. The men have also a curious customn
of piercing the lobes of their ears. Each lobe has a hole
through it, large cnough to receive a picce of bamboo about
the size of a Manila chervot. They usually wear therein
hollow picces of young bamboo with tufts of scarlet long-ells
sticking out of the opening at the upper end ; others insert
pieces of what appears to be white cuttle-tish bone, about four in-
ches long, with a disc made of the same material in the outer end.
On the forcheads of some of the incn may be seen similar flat
but round pieces of cuttle-fish bone, fixed there by means of a
picce of string round the head or attached to a circlet or wreath
of embroidered camlets or native-made cloth. On their small,
tight-fitting caps, they frequently fix circular pieces of this white
cuttle-fish bone, or whatever it 1s. It scems to be quite a com-
mon article of barter amongst them. They use strings of small
beads made of cuttle-fish bone not only as ornaments for their
heads and necks, but as a “ cirenlating medium.” Necklaces,
earrings and trinkets of various kindsare made of it. The
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in their numerous encounters with their would-be extermina-
tors.

On occasions the men sometimes wear tied over their right
shoulder and flowing down the back and across the chest, a
square piecc of variegated cloth (worn by women as a sort
of petticoat, tied round the waist and reaching to the knees),
but this article of apparel is worn more by the women than
the men.

They wear another kind of coat, or rather jacket, called the
fighting jacket. It is made in every way like the likis,
but in its size. Instead of extendinglow down the body, it
only reaches as far as the waist, and is more like a shell jacket
without sleeves than anything else. It is made of hemp, very
closely interwoven with threads of scarlet long-ells, a colour
which, amongst the northern tribes, scems to be the favourite.
Further south, towards the Sylvian Range, coats cmbroidered
with blue thread of long-ells arc more the fashion. The
long-ells and camlcts used by the border savages are
obtained from their neighbours, the Chinese hillmen. In
describing the dress of the savages, I am alluding at present
more especially to that worn by men living in the hills to the
North of N. Lat. 24, and to the East of 121 E. Long. There
appears to be very little variety in the costumes worn in this
region, that is, in the lower ranges of hills, but at 6,000 to
8,000 feet above the sca level, great differences in the appear-
ance of the dresses as well as in the manners and ways
of the people are observable. A rather curious apology for
a great coat is worn in damp or rainy weather, of which they
get a very full share at all times of the year, for the lofty
mountain ranges, varying from 4,000 to 12,000 feet running
nearly the whole length of the island, offcr a great attraction
to rain clouds.

This coat is male generally of the skin of the large brown
deer, only partially cured by exposurc to the sun and wind.
The design is about us rude as anything can be, a slit of
about six inches in length is made in the hide and at the end of
the slit a circular piece of the skin is cut out, allowing just room
for the neck. The stiffness of the hide and the narrow space
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ullowed for the neck prevent the coat dropping off the shoul-
ders. A man with a covering of this kind can screw himself
into such a position that no part of his body is exposed, ex-
cepting his head, and on this he places his jockey-cap-shaped
rattan cap, with the peak at the back, thus securing perfect
protection from rain. A few other articles besides those named
are carried, such as hand nets, fishing gear, rope port-fires
(made of hemp or the bark of a tree), worn round the wrists
of men armed with matchlocks, &ec., but such articles will
be referred to later on.

{ To be continued. )

J. DODD.
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GENEALOBY OF THE ROYAL FAMILY OF BRUNEI.

[The following translation from a native Manuscript, which
has been kindly communicated to the Society by His Excellen-
cy, W. H. TrREAcHER, Esquire, Governor of British North Bor-
neo, is a supplement to Sir HueH Low’s paper published in
No. 5 of this Journal, pp. 1-35. Ep

-]

—— () —

Tae issue of Marnum TuMBANG DI RUMPUT were Pangeran
- di Gadong OMaAR, who had many descendants, and Bandahara
Bongasu, and Sultan KauarLupin, who also had many descend-
ants; we cannot enumerate them because there were so many
of them; many of them became slaves; ask of others their
history.

MaruuM DI Lusam, Sultan Kamavupin, begat Pangeran
di Gadong ABour and Pangeran di Gadong Tasubpin, who
both became Ministers, and Pangeran Papuka Tuax and
Pangeran KaMarINDRA, who were both Chatriyas.®* Pangeran
Tuan, Pangeran NE1aN, Pangeran OnToNG, Pangeran Bapa-
rupiN, Pangeran Kapir and Pangeran AroNe were all his
sons by concubines.

He also had daughters—Raja Buran, Raja Ptrri, Raja
Nuraray, Pangeran Bongsu, Pangeran Skt Baxum, Pange-
ran Ratr~xa and Pangeran Tuan, all borne by concubines.

Sultan MuHaMMAD ALA-EDDIN married Pangeran Sax Ba-
NUM, a daughter of Pangeran Bandahara OntoxG, by whom
he had two children, the eldest Pangeran Mupa AMir Banax,
who refused to be made Sultan, the other Sultan OMar ALt
SarruppiN, who succeeded to the throne.

Before Sultan MunamMMAD ALA-EpDIN became Sultan, bis
wife Pangeran Sk1 Baxuwm died, and he married Raja BurLan
and begat Pangeran MoraraM and then he became Sultan.
MaruuM D1 Lusan made him Sultan because he was of the
line of the Sultans.

* A particular rank or order of robility in Brunci, a corruption of Kuka-
{riya (Sansk.), the military caste of ancient India.—ED,






FRENCH LAND DECREE IN CAMBODIA.

Tue different systems adopted in raising a revenue from
land and providing for alienation, inheritance, &c. in certain
Asiatic countries brought under European rule were brieﬂz
reviewed in this Journal in a paper which appeared in No. 13.
Descriptions of the native tenure and revenue system as they
existed in Cambodia up to 1884 were there cited.t With the
progress of events, it is now in our power to note the latest
effort of Kuropecan administrators in Asia to deal with the
problem of harmonising native customs, as to this department
of government, with civilised notions of freedom and justice.

The Couvention concluded between France and Cambodia
last year provides for much more direct interference by the
French in the administration of the latter country than existed
under the Protectorate during the previous twenty years. The
alleged nccessity for this is thus stated by a writer in Ezcursions
et Reconnaissances, VIII, 206 (November and December,
1885) :—

“It was necessary that France, the protecting power,
should at last intervene. Without wishing to interfere un-
reasonably in the administration of the country, it was necessary
that the revenue realised by the land-tax, ceasing to be devo-
ted to the augmentation of the personal wealth of the King
or privileged mandarins, should be the source of productive
expenditure ; it was necessary that the peasant should become
owner of his land, and the slave master of his person; that
justice should be regularly administered, and that, placed at
first within the reach of all by the creation of minor courts, it
should be secured by the existence of superior tribunals. It
was necessary beyond everything that the execution of these
rcforms should not be evaded, as so many promises have been
during the last twenty yecars, by the ill-will of mandarins

% Lhe Law and (,',.1314;7)1;Qf -;h_;--MTI(;ys with reference to the Tenure of
Land, Journal, Straits Branch, Royal Asiatic 8ociety, No. 13, p. 75.
+ p.p. 100 and 130.
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ORDER RELATIVE TO THE CREATION OF PRO-
PRIETORSHIP IN LAND IN CAMBODIA.

Part I.—OF THE CREATION OF PROPERTY IN LAND.
Part II.—DivisioN oF THE STATE-DOMAIN.
Part III.—Or THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE STATE-DOMAIN.
Part IV.—Or occUPIERS.
Part  V.—Or ALIENATION.
Part VI.—Or REGISTRATION OF PROPRIETORSHIP.
Part VII.—Or DpISPOSSESSION.
(FEXERAL PROVISIONS.

Parr 1.
Of the Creation of Property in Land.

1. The territory of Cambodia, up to this day the exclu-
sive property of thc Crown, is declared to be the property of
the State.

2. All persons holding lands by virtue of documents
indicating a temporary hiring or alienation will be required to
deposit the same, during the six months next following after
the publication of this order, in the hands of the Resident of
the Province, who will grant receipts for them.

After having becn verified by the Resident-Geueral, these
documents will, if their validity is established, be counter-
signed and returned to the parties interested.

3. In default of ecompliance, within the period specified,
with the requircnients of the preceding section, land-holders
will forfeit all rights.

Parr II.

Dirision of the State-domain.

4. The State-domain includes,
lands assigned as an endowment to the Crown ;
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9. The classification of the lands of the State-domain
into— ‘

the Crown endowment,

the public domain,

the reserved portion, and

the alienable portion,
will be carried out, and may be modified from time to time by
an order of the Resident-General, confirmed by the Governor
of Cochin-China, after consultation with the Council of the
Government of Cambodia.

The division, according to communes, and the classifica-
tion of the alicnable tracts will be effected by the provincial
Residents, after consultation with the native authorities, and
sanctioned by the Resident-General.

Parr II1.
Of the Administration of the State-domain.

10. The State-domain is administered, under the high
authority of the King and of the Governor of Cochin-China,
by the French Resident-General, represented in the provinces
by the Residents.

The Resident-General executes, either in person or by
those to whom he has dclegated authority, all the instruments
which affect the State-domain ; purchases, sales, concessions,
ccntracts, exchanges, leases and agreements, and represents it
in Courts of law.

Parr IV,
Of Occupiers.

11. Exceptional advantages will be offered to occupiers
of the soil.

Those who have established themselves upon lands form-
ing part of the alicnable domain will be admitted, in prefer-
ence to all other persons, either to become the owners of such
lands on a gratuitous title, or clse to acquire them by private
contracts in consideration of a payment calculated on the
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General ; when they exceed two thousand dollars, they must,
in addition, be submitted for the approval of the Governor of
Cochin-China, the Council of the Government of Cambodia
being consulted.

18. The putting up of land for sale by public auction
must, in every case, be authorised, as a preliminary measure,
by the Resident-General, who has subsequently to confirm the
report of the sale. This report must, in addition, receive the
approval of the Governor of Cochin-China, in consultation
with the Council of Government of Cambodia, if the price
realised at the auction exceeds two thousand dollars.

19. In case the confirmation of the Resident-General, or
the approval of the Governor, is refused, the alienations men-
tioned in sections 16, 17 and 18 will be rendered void and will
be of no effect.

20. The draft of the instrument of free concession or of
private contract is shewn on the counterfoil of the register of
alienations kept at the Residency of the Province in which the
land is situated : a duplicate is made out on the detachable
part of the same register and an extract thereof upon the butt
attached to the latter. These three documents are signed by
the provincial Resident and by the purchaser or concessionaire,
or by two witnesses if the latter be illiterate. The detachable
copy and its butt are then torn off and despatched to the Re-
sident-General, who will transmit them, if necessary, to the
Governor.

After all the prescribed formalities-have been performed,
the butt is detached from the duplicate and kept at the Chief
Residency (la Résidence Générale) while this latter is made
over to the party intercsted to serve as his document of title.

21. The approval of the Governor of Cochin-China may
be given in a general way, by a resolution mentioning the
various instruments, to scveral alienations.

22. Sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15 (the three first
paragraphs only), 16, 17, 18 and 19 of the resolution of the 22nd
August, 1882, relating tothe alienations of publicland in Cochin-
China, shall be applicable to sales by auction of public lands in
Cambodia. The Resident-General is to perform the functions
which in Cochin-China devolve on the Director of the Interior.
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29. Leases of land belonging to the State will be charge-
able with a fee of twenty cents ou delivery of title. This foe
" will be levied at the time of the entry on the register of leases.
30. Christian institutions, pagodas, mosques and other
religious establishments, will be permitted to keep in full pro-
perty the lands occupicd by them on the 17th June, 1884, the
day of the signature of the Pnom-Lenh Convention, that is to
say, templc-«nound~ cemeterics, schools, and priests’ houses,
with their gardens and out-houses.

Parr VI
Of Reyistration of Lands.

31. During the six months next following after the
publication cf this order, there will be opened, for each commnune,
or, if necessary, for each section of a commune, quarter, or ham-
let, a register of the lands comprised in it, the form of which
will be decided upon hereafter.

These registers will be kept in French by the provincial
Residents.

32.  All mutations of immoveable property must, under
pain of nullity, be certified to the headmen of cantons, who
will receive the instrument by virtue of which the mutation is
effected, will give a receipt for it, and will forward it without
delay, thruu"h the successive grades of headmen (par la
voie hié rarrlmp i¢), to the provincial Resident for entry on the
register of lunds of his Residency.

The certificate of the partics interested s vcrlﬁed by a
statement signed by the Kesident and written upon the ins-
trument of transfer.

No mutation of title can be cffected by a verbal contract.

33. The registers of lands will be commenced afresh
every five years.

Parr VII. )

Of Dispossession.
34. No onc shall henceforth be obliged to surrender his
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In either case, the fact of possession having been taken
must be recorded in a report by the Provincial Resident.

39. Every act of dispossession which shall not be in con-
formity with the preceding regulations is hereby declared to
be void and of no effect, provided that this shall in no way
affect any liability, civil or criminal, which may have been
incurred by those officers who may have ordered, prosecuted,
carried out, or in any manner taken part in the same.

General Procedure.

40. Any matter not provided for in the present Regula-
tion shall, on the motion of the Resident-General, be deter-
mined by the Governor of Cochin-China, the Council of the
Government of Cambodia being consulted.

41. The Resident-General is charged with the carrying
out of the present order, which shall be enrolled wherever need-
ful, and inserted in the Journal Officiel de la Cochin-Chine
Frangaise and in the Bulletin Officiel du Cambodge. ’

Given at Pnom-Penh, the 28th October, 1884.

CHARLES THOMSON,
Gorernor of Cochin-China.
(Seal of the first Minister).

ORbER ABOLISHING THE Tax oN Papbpy.

1. The tax upon paddy levied by the Oknhaluong is, and
shall remain, abolished.

2. The foregoing decision shall apply to the harvest, now
in progress, for 1884,

3. Paddy intended for the manufacture of spirits shall
continue to be charged with a duty of ten per cent.
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4. The representative, for the time being, of the Protec-
torate is charged with the cnforcement of this decree.

Given at Pnom-Penh, the 18th November, 18841.
CHARLES THOMSON,

Gorernor.
(Seal of the first Minister).

By order of the Governor,

J. FOURES,
Representative ( provisional ) of the Protectorate.



MALAY LANGUAGE ANDILITERATU RE.

o
O

Tue Malay language is a member of the Malayan section of
the Malayo-Polynesian class of languages, but it is by no
mcans a representative type of the section which has taken its
name from it. The area over which it is spoken comprises the
peninsula of Malacca with the adjacent islands (the Rhio-
Lingga Archipelago), the greater part of the coast districts of
Sumatra and Borneo, the seaports of Java, the Sunda and
Banda Islands. It is the general medium of communication
throughout the archipelago from Sumatra to the Philippine Is-
lands, and it was so upwards of three Lundred and fifty years
ago when the Portuguese first appeared in those parts.

There are no Malay manuscripts extant, no monumental re-
cords with inscriptions in Malay, dating from before the
spreading of Islam in the archipelago, about the end of the 13th
century. By some it has been argued from this fact that the
Malays possessed no kind of writing prior to the introduction
of the Arabic alphabet (W. Ropixson, J. J. pE HoLLANDER);
whereas others have maintained, with greater show of probabi-
lity, that the Malays were in possession of an ancient alphabet,
and that it was the same as the Rechang (MarspeN, FriepERICH),
as the Kawi (Van pER Tuvuk), or most like the Lampon,
(Ker~),—all of which alphabets, with the Battak, Bugi, an
Macassar, are ultimately traceable to the ancient Cambojan
characters. With the Mohammedan conquest the Perso-Arabic
alphabet was introduced among the Malays ; it has continued
ever since to be in use for literary, religious, and business pur-
poses. Where Javanese is the principal language, Malay is
sometimes found written with Javanese characters; and in Pa-
lembang, in the Ménangkabo country of Middle Sumatra, the
Rechang or Renchong characters are in general use, so called
from the sharp and pointed knife with which they are cut on
the smooth side of bamboo staves. It is only since the Dutch
have established their supremacy in the archipelago that he
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a stockade. The import of the prefixes—mé (méng, méi,
mén, mém), pé (péng, pén, pén, pém), bér, (bél), pér, pél, ka,
di, tér,—and affixes—an, kan, i, lah—-will best appear from
the following examples: root word djaer, to teach, to learn ;
mengdjar, to instruct (expresses an action); déldjar, to study
(state or condition) ; méngdjari, to instruct (snme one, trans.);
méngdjarkan, to struct (insomething, causative); pZngajar, the
instructor : példjar, the learner ; péngajaran, the lesson taught,
also the school ; pdlajaran, the lesson learnt; didjar, to be learnt
térijar, learnt; térajarkan, tanght ; ¢érajari, instructed ; [psr-
dja; (fromrdjae, prince), to recognize as prince; pirajatan, to
crown as prince ; karajdun, royalty]; djarkanlah, teach! Ex-
amples of reduplication are—~djar-ajar, a sainted person ; djar-
bdrajar, (or bdlajar), to be learning and teaching by turns;
similarly there are forms like &/ar-mZngdjar, birdjar-ajaran,
ajar-ajdri, mémpsrajar, mémprdjarkan, mémpérajari, térhél-
qjarkan, pirbildjarkan, &e. Altogether there are upwards of
a hundred possible derivative forms, in the idiomatic use of
which the Malays exhibit much skill. See especially I. vox Dg-
waLL, De vormreranderingen der aleische taal, Batavia, 1864 ;
and J. Pu~srerer, Maleisch-Hollandsch Woordenhoek, Amster-
dam, 1875, “Inleiding.”” 1In every other respect the language
is characterized by great simplicity and indefiniteness. There
is no inflexion to distinguish number, gender, or case. Num-
her is never indicated when the sense is obvious or can be
guthered from the context; otherwise plurality is expressed by
adjectives such as saydla, all, and basak, many, more rarely by
the repetition of the noun, and the indefinite singular by sa or
satu, one, with u class-word. Gender may, if necessarv, be dis-
tinguished by the words /laki-laki, male, and pérampiun, fe-
male, in the case of persons, and of jantan and bétina in the case
of animals. The genitive case is generally indicated by the
position of the word after its governing noun.  Also adjectives
and demonstrative pronouns have their places after the noun.
Comparison 1s effected by the use of particles. Instead of the
personal pronouns, both in their full and abbreviated forms,
conventional nouus are in frequent use to indicate the social
position or relation of the respective interlocutors, as, e. g.,
hamba tuan, the master’s slave, 2. e., I. These nouuns vary ac-
cording to the different localities. Another peculiarity of
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aspect. In Maxwerr’s Manual, pp. 120 sg., no less than six- ..
teen terms are given to express the different kinds of striking,
as many for the different kinds of speaking, eighteen for the
various modes of carrying, &c. An unnecessary distinction
has been made between High Malay and Low Malay. The
latter is no separate dialect at all, but a mere brogue or jargon,-
the medium of intercourse between illiterate natives and Eunro-
peans too indolent to apply thcmselves to the acquisition of
the language of the people ; its vocabulary is made up of Malay
words, with a conventional admixture of words from other
languages ; and it varies, not only in different localities, but
also in proportion to the individual speaker’s acquaintance
with Malay proper. The use is different as regards the term
Jawi as applied to the Malay language. This has its origin
in the names Great Java and Lesser Java, by which the me-
dieeval Java and Sumatra were called, and it accordingly
means the language spoken along the coasts of the two great
islands. .
Malay is probably spoken with greatest purity in the Rhio-
Lingga Archipelago and in the independent states of Perak
and Kedah, on the western coast of the peninsula of Malacca.
In other states of the peninsula (Johor, Tringganu, Kelgntan)
dialectical divergencics both as to' pronunciation and the use
of words have been noted. The most important and the most
interesting of all the Malay dialects is that of Menangkabo
(Menangkarbau) in the residency of Padsng aud in Upper
Jambi, in Central Sumatra. It abounds in diphthongs, and
prefers vocalic to consonantal terminations, thus changing fi-
nal @/ and ar into @’, 4/ and ir into iye, ul and ur into wwe, as'
and atf into ¢, us into wei ; final @ mostly passes into 4, so that
for suddra and suddagar they say sudérs, sudégo ; the emphatic
-lah is turned into -malah or malah hd : the prefixes bér, pér,
tér are changed into bd, pd, ti, or bird, pdrd, tird. Among
other changes in pronunciation may be noted Zrang for orang,
mungko for maka, lai for lagi; they use nan for yang, na’ for
hendak, deh for oleh, ba’ for bagai, pai for pergi, ko’ for jikalau,
&e. In sume districts of Menangkabo (Palembang, Lebong)
the Renchong character is in general use in writing this dia-
lect, for which purpose it is fur better suited than the Arabic.
As early as 1822 a small tract on the customs and traditions
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2 vols. ; Dictionnaire Francais-Malais, {b., 1880, 2 vols.; J. J.
pE HoLLaNpER, Handleiding bij de beoefening der Maleische taal
en letterkunde, Breda, 1882 ; J. Pu~arrer, Maleische Spraak-
kunst, Hague, 1866; and Muleisch-Hollandsch Woordenboek,
Amsterdam, 1875. The printing of Von DewarLy’s Dictionary,
edited by H. N. va~ pEr Tuuk, is stillin progress at Batavia.

Literature.—There are two kinds of Malay popular litera-
ture—the one in prose, the other in poctry. The former com-
prises the proverbs, the latter the ‘‘ pantuns.” ¢ Agriculture,
hunting, fishing, boating, and wood-craft are the occupations
or accomplishments which furnish most of the illustrations,
and the number of beasts, birds, fishes, and plants named in a
collection of Malay proverbs will be found to be considerable”
(W. E. Maxwerr, Malay Prorverbs). H. C. Krninkert, pub-
lished a collection in the Aijdragen tot de taalkunde van N. I.
(Journal of the Asiatic Society of the Hague) for 1866, pp. 39
-87. See also J. HassEMA on the Menangkabo proverbs, in
vols. xxv, and xxvi. of the Batavian 7T7jdschrift, and FAvrRE’s
Dictionnaire Malais-Frangals, passim. The pantuns are im-
provised poems, generally (though not necessarily) of four
lines, in which the first and third and the second and fourth
rhyme. They arc mostly love poems; and their chief peculi-
arity is that the mcaning intended to be conveyed is expressed
in the second couplet, whereas the first contains a simile or
distant allusion to the sccond, or often has, beyond the rhyme,
no connexion with the sccond at all. The Malays are fond of
reciting such rhymes “in alternate contest for several hours,
the preceding pantun furnishing the catchword to that which
follows, until one of the partics be silenced or vanquished.”
See T. J. NewsoLn, Adccount of the British Settlements in the
Straits of Malacca, vol. ii. 346 ; KLINKERT in the Bijdragen for
1868, pp. 309-70; L. K. Harmskx in the Tijdschrist, vol.
xxi. pp. 480-533 (Menangkabo). If the Malays have kept
entirely aloof from the influences of Islam in this the most
characteristic part of their literature, they have almost equally
preserved their independence in the other departments. Not
that this may be considered cntirely to their credit; for, if
they had endeavoured to infuse into their writings some of the
spirit of Arabic and Persian historiography, poetry, and fiction,
it could not but have beuefited the character of their own liter-












A MISSIONARY’S JOURNEY
THROUGH LAOS FROM BANGKOK TO (BON.

2 AM glad to be able to communicate to the Straits
JE Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society some notes
made by a Missionary on his way from Bangkok
to Obon tu convert the Luos tribes.

Missionaries penetrate gradually and from dif-
ferent directions into the midst of these savage
tribes, and try to convert them to Christianity. The story
of what occurred among the wild Ba-huars, an independent
tribe on the West of Cochin-China near the 14° lat. N. and
106° long. L. (Paris), is well known. In the beginning
of 1884 five Missionaries were murdered by brigands while
they were engaged in establishing a Mission among the
Chau tribe in the West of Tonquin.

For some time past the Mission in Siam has maintained
a Station at Tbon, near 15° 20" N. lat. and 102° 30’ E.
long. (Paris) on the Seimoun, a tributary of the Mckong.
It is the Narrative of a Missionary on his way to Cbon which
I have now the pleasure of communicating.

N.C.

It is not a carefully composed narrative that I propose to
give you, but simply a journal kept from day to day, written
often by the light of u torch, or of the setting sun, when, tired
by the day’s march, we had pitched our camp for the night. In
order to take the place of Pére Roxper, invalided, I started with
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guarﬂ armed with muskets, were a safeguard against wild
beasts and robbers.

Thursday, 21st—Daylight had hardly appeared when I
wakened the camp and rang to prayers. Then each made his
way to the cart that served as our kitchen, to swallow a cup
of tea, while waiting for breakfast, which might be a long time
coming, for it was necessary first to reach the regular halting-
place, otherwise no water was to be got. The bullocks were
yoked, and we started—tmy confrére, on horseback, leading the
way, while I brought up the rear in order to keep an eye upon
stragglers. After an hour’s march, there was a sudden halt,
and I went from one cart to another asking what was the mat-
ter. Each had stopped because the one in front of it had
stopped ! It turned out that a wheel was broken, the dam
was repaired with rattan, and we went on again. About mid-
day we stopped near a pool and cooked our breakfast, while
the bullocks, unyoked, cropped the fresh herbage. We were
at the village of Ramachai, but we were in want of a spare
felloe, for which we sought in vain. Our people went off to
the Laosian village of Ban-kula and thence brought back the
piece of wood that we wanted. We then set off. The route
here was over loose, white sand, which made it very heavy
travelling for the bullocks. In the evening we reached two
muddy marshes ; here, at the pool known as Nong-pi-ieng, we
camped.

Friday, 22nd.—Towards the evening we arrived at a
small willage—a group of little huts built upon piles in
the middle of an enclosure formed of felled timber. We did
not halt here, for the water was not good and the custom-
house of Muang Sanam is only a kilométre further on and
there is a good spring there.

The mention of a “ custom-house” is calculated to make
you suppose that we were approaching a collection of houses
protected by a military station. But in this country a
dovane is 8 much more simple affair. No registers, no com-
missioners! Two men sprawling peacefully in a hut of leaves
await, at the frontier of a province, the passage of cart and
bullocks and levy atax on the owners.
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Kabin to Battambang. Constructed originally by a Phya
(high Siamese official) to secure easy communication with
the Cambodian provinces subject to Siam, this road might
be of the greatest use to travellers. But since the date of
its construction it has not received any repairs whatever, and
the forest therefore is taking possession of it again. In this
very year (1884) a telegraph line hes been erected along this
road, over its entire length, by the agency of Frenchmen from
Saigon (this line goes from Saigon to Bangkok). In the
evening we camped at a pool called Nong Salika. A caravan
of Chinese traders from Sourin had established themselves
before our arrival, and among them was the nephew of an old
Chinese Christian whom I had known at Bangkok. He was
travelling towards Kabin to sell skins, silk, etc., and intended
to bring back with him cloth, hardware, etc. His corres-
pondent at Kabin being a Christian, I. entrusted him with
a second letter for Bangkok,

Thursday, 28th—At 3 p. m. we reached the frontier of the
province of Vathana., We were all fasting, and we esta-
blished ourselves in the sheds which had been built for the
workmen employed on the telegraph line. Night had al-
ready fallen when we heard the sound of a band of men advanc-
ing in our direction. Pére X AvIER got up to see what was hap-
pening, and saw a black mass a few feet in front of him.
“Who goes there?” ¢ Phra Aphai”” Torches were bought
and Pére Xavier then saw that the black mass was an ele-
phant of the largest size followed by two smaller ones. The
travellers were in scarch of a lodging for the night, and as
there still remained one lurge shed unoccupied, they settled
themselves down in that.

»

Friday, 29th.—To-day we rested, and watched at our leisure

the travellers of last night. Their chief is a Cambodian

mandarin subordinate to Siam. Of the three elephants which

he had with him, two were intended for the King of Siam as
presents.

The mandarin came to pay us a visit, and informed us of the
object of his journey. He 1is, he said, the son of Phya Auu-
phat (a high official) and the second mandarin of the Province
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proaching a chain of mountains which we should have to
cross in order to reach the plateau of Obon. About half past
four we emerged in an extensive clearing covered with reeds
which were still green; we judged that we should here find
the water we wanted so much, and we found accordingly a
clear and abundant supply.

Friday, 7th—We reached Puthai-saman at a tolerably
carly bour. Puthai-saman was formerly an important town,
or perhaps rather an imposing temple erected to the worship
of Buddha. It is one of those monuments of Cambodia which
are 80 much renowned, and which astonish all travellers by
their original and beautiful architecture. These monuments
indicate the existence, among the people who conceived and
carried them out, of a very advanced degree of civilization.. We
were tempted to inspect one of these precious specimens of the
architecture of the Khmers, as savants would say.

It was not more than eight o’clock when we reached the
east gate of the ruined city, which is flanked on its four sides
by an enormous moat filled with water, the breadth of which
is at least from thirty to forty métres. The sides of the moat
are composed of enormous blocks of Bien-hoa stone and have a
slope of about forty-five degrees. Everything was hidden from
view by large trees, creepers, shrubs, and high grass which
have taken possession of the locality. e camped outside the
east gate. While breakfast was being got ready, I penetrated
into the middle of the ruins. I shall not undertake to give a
very exact description of them. This has already been done
by the numerous learned travellers who have written about the
ruins of Angkor-vat and Angkor-lom. The plan, the build-
ings, the details, are the same in all.  Everything has been re-
produced, down to the smallest picce of carving. These ruins
differ one from another only in area. Puthai-saman seems to
be Angkor-vat on a reduced scale.

Follow me then step by step through the midst of colossal
statues lying on the ground, stepping over a fragment of fullen
wall, or a tree lying prostrate on the ruins. I reached the
cast gate by an immense causeway or bridge spanning the
moat which I have just mentioned. On both sides, and an-
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order to warn us to keep away. Small-pox was making egreat
ravages in the village. Detained by a storm, we passed the
night in an old pagoda of the village of Tamnon.

Thursday, 20th.—There are still three or four more pro-
vineces through which we have to pass and then we shall reach
the end of our journey. The first thing in the morning we
set off in the direction of Muang Songlé, under a pelting
shower of rain, and reached the shelter prepared for the white’
elephant, where we breakfasted. An hour’s march brought
us to Muang Songlé. As we left the forest, wo could see the
town on a slight eminence.. The scene is a most charming
one, the lofty stems of palms and betel-nut treces forming a
perfect bouquet of verdure, while the houses are lost to view
behind the leaves of bananas. We camped on the morth
side, occupying & building set apart for the use of travellers
on the banks of a stream, whose waters fall into the Seimun,
the river of Ubon.

Friday, 21st.—We reached the village of Ban Nong Mek.
In this part of the country, numerous pines are intermingled
with the forest trees. We camped at the village of S8ameron.

' Saturday, 22nd.—Our guide was to have taken us by Khan-
tararum, but he missed the way, and we went by Ban Huai
and Pi Nai.

Sunday, 23rd.—We were taken to the site of a village which
had been plundered and abandoned. Here we established
ourselves for a couple of days.

Monday, 24th.—Went out shooting green pigeons and pea-
cocks.

Tuesday, 25th.—We reached Khu Khane a little before
midday. Once more the building erected for accommodation
of the white elephant and his attendants served as our place
of shelter. Two days before, according to the inhabitants, two
Europeans had balted at the same place, but from what they
said I concluded that these must have been Cambodian half-
castes. They came to sell opium. We passed through the
village of Ban Samié and at ten o’clock at night we reached
Ban Xam Lom. '

'
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Xavier poinied out to me the site of our station, but I could
not make it out in consequence of the trees and bushes which .
cover the banks. We soon dismounted and fired several’
rounds. I blew a horz also. We were heard ; the children
were the first to arrive, followed soon after by the grown-up
people. Mass was just over when our signals announced our
arrival. The two Péres came down at last; not too robust
either of them, fever having tried them severely. They pro-
cured us a boat which took us across the river with our steeds.
‘With what joy did we embrace one another !

Our first act was to enter the humble chapel and to thank
God for the protection granted to us by Him during eo long
 ajourney. Some hours later our carts arrived, and during the

?ftemoon we conveyed them across in boats. Blessed be God
or ever.

G. DABIN.
Ubon, 30th March, 1884.

[In their Annual Report for 1883,* the Council of this
Society made an appeal to those who are favourably placed
for the purpose, to further the objects of the Society. Al-.
lusion was made to the exceptional opportunities for observa-
tion possessed by the French Missionaries in the East. The
foregoing paper shews that that appeal has not heen in vain
and it is with great[pleasure that I have performed the task
of translating from the French the MS. sent to me through
the Revd. N. J. CouvREUR, Procureur des Missions Etrangéres

at Singapore.
&P W.E. M]

* Journal No. 12, p xv.






VALENTYN'S ACCOUNT OF MALACCA.
(Resumed from p. 74b of Journal No. 13 of June, 1884.)

Leaving this prince and his new city for a while, let us
return to Malakka, wherc more treachery was being plotted
against its great conqueror ALBUQUERQUE.

Rija Isuminuris, wronged by King Mamyup, had already,
before the arrival of ALBUQUERQUE, tried to expel that prince:
having made up his mind to obtain possession of the town
with the aid of some Javanese and one Pati (*) from Japéra, he
thought it now the right time to renew the attempt, the more -
so that he knew there were but very few Portuguese troops.

So he sent a letter to the King’s son, who had fled to the
island of Bintam, (.., Bintang, or more correctly Bentan)
informing him of his intentions, but his letter was intercept-
ed, and he, a man of eighty ycars of age, his son Pariacus,
and his brother-in-law, who tried to enter the fortress, were
arrested and decapitated in public, while their houses and pro-
perty were destroyed and laid waste, and their memory con-
signed to oblivion. It was to no purpose that his widow
offered to pay one hundred thousand ducats if their lives were
spared.

Intent then on revenging herself, she promised her daughter
in marriage to a Moor called ParrcaTir (Osorius calls him
Paskcatir and Marresus, Quitirivs) who had been appointed
head of the Moors by ALBUQUERQUE, on condition that he
should avenge the dcath of her husband, son and brother-in-
law, PaticaTir having often previously in vain asked for her
hand while IsutiNuTis was still alive.

(*) # Piti Cnus” according to Faria y Sovza, who afterwards
hecame King of Sunda.






.

VALENTYN’S DESCRIPTION OF MALACCA. 121

in escaping himself in a small craft, the only one left of the
whole fleet, after losing more than 8,090 men. (') The loss of
the Portuguese on the other hand was not more than 20 men
killed though they huad many wounded in this severe engage-
ment. The Portuguese Governor ParaLyn and his Captain
ANDRADO were much praised by ALBUQUERQUE for their gal-
lant behaviour.

Once again Malakka ran the risk of being reconquered by
the Malay kings. Taemar Mapseris (Tvaxto Maseris ac-
cording to Portugunese historians) a Moor from Bengal, was
the originator of this new plot. Being on good terms with
one Perer Persox, a friend of the Governor, he had arranged
with his adherents that he should first kill Person, and this
was to be the signal for a general massacre A few days after-
wards having been invited to dinner by PEersox, he tried to
execute his plot, but instead of killing Person, he only wound-
ed him: this of course caused an alarm and frustrated all
their plans. (?)

(L) Faria v Sovza’s acconnt agrees as to the comploteness of
Piti Cnus's defeat, but differs in his account of his fleet. coneern-
ing which he remarks :—* Several of his ships were equal in size to
“ the largest Portuguese galleons, and the one destined for himselt
“was larger than any ships then built by the Europeans.”  And,
awain : —¢ After a furious battle of some endurance. Unus fled, and
¢ was pursued all the way to Java. where he preserved his own vast
“yessel ax a memorial of his excape. and of the grandeur of hia
> fleet. and not without rearon. as a merchant of Ma'akka engaged
*to purchase it of Perey for 10,000 dueats if taken.”

() Farix ¥ Sovza’s account of this affair is as follows:—
- King Mahomet had not yet lost all hope of recovering Malakka.
= to which he now drew near: and having in vain attempted to
= succeed by foree. he had recourse to stratagem. T'or this pur-
= pos¢ he prevailed on a favourite officer named Jray Maxroiz
 to imitate the ceonduct of Zorrmes at Babylon.  Being aceord-
“ingly mutilated. Juay fled with some companions to Malakka.
* wiving out that he had escaped from the tyrannical cruelty of
= his sovereicn. Ruy e Brrro, who then commanded in the
* citadel of Malakka. credited Lis story. and reposed so much con-
* fidence in his fidelity that he was admitted at all times into the
“ fortrexs. At length, having appointed a particular day for the
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GEoRGE BriT succeeded (1515) GEORGE ALBUQUERQUE as
third Governor of Malakka, just before the arrival of the new
Viceroy of India, Lorez TosRez ALVARENGA, successor of
ALFONSUS ALBUKIRK. .

Nothing of importance happened while Brit was Governor.
He died here (at Malakka) in 1517. This death gave rise to
sharp disputes between two high Portuguese Officials as to
the succession, and FerpiNnanp PerreEJus AXDRADO, who
touched at Malakka on his voyage homewards from China,
tried in vain to reconcile them. Meantime whilst Nueuez
Vasco Pereira was temporarily administering the Govern-
ment, ALronsus Lorez Costa had been appointed fourth Gov-
ernor of Malakka by King Emanver.

The King of Djohor, being disinclined to suffer the Portu-
guesc to remain any longer in such quiet possession of Malakka,
waged war against them once more, attacked them suddenly,
and had some very sharp engagements with one ALExis e
Menezes, (1) the Portuguese commander, but without obtaining
the slightest advantage. When pe MENEzEs had left, the King
resumed his attack on the town, besieged the fortress for
scventeen days, and made an assault on it, but was repulsed
by the Portuguese. After this last defeat he remained quiet
for a short time.

The new Viceroy, Dinicus Lopez SeQUEIRA, appointed one
Corkrs Captain of the Portuguese Garrison at this place in
1519 to frustrate the repeated attacks of King Anmep Ssam,
and one Garcry pE Sala to be fifth Governor to relieve the
invaliidl Governor Avroxsus Liopkz Cosra.

A little before this the King of Djohor had made another
attack upon the town, but beiug again repulsed with great

report obiained credence from the Portuguese Commander and led
to Asprruan’s downfall. This he says. led to the natives, who
much appreciated Anprnoan’s administration, leaving Malacea in
such numwbers that it was almost left desolate.

(') According to Favia v Rovza, this attack was made in the time
of Exir (or Brivo). and D MeNEzEs arrived to assume the Govern-
ment with a reinforcement of 300 men just in time to prevent
Malakka falling into the hunds of the enemy, and appointed Cosra
Deputy Governor in place of Brito, who was dying.






VALENTYN’S DESCRIPTION OF MALACCA. 125

fresh effort to expel the Portuguese. He then collected a
force of 20,000 men, 16,000 of which he despatched by land
under the command of a rencgade Portuguese Captain called
AMLAAR, while the Laksamana had to take the other 4,000
men to blockade the Malakka roadstead.

AMLAAR immediately marched on the town and very soon
succeeded in making a trench sixty palisades wide near the
village of Quillyn [i.e., Kampong Kling, as it is termed], but
he was unable to take advantage of it, for GEORGE ALBUKIRK
had it repaired at once.

The siege lasted for about a month, after which it was raised
and the besiegers beat a retreat, on hearing that relief had
been sent from Goa. This happened about 1525. They had
hardly left when MirtyN ALronso DE Souza arrived with a
flcet to the rescue cf the town, and he was told that during
the siege people had paid fifty ducats for a fowl.

The Governor appointed the said pe Sovza Admiral of the
Portuguese fleet in place of his cousin Garcras HENRIK, and
the very first uct of the new Admiral was to blockade the
river of Bintam with five vessels and so prevent the entrance
or egress of anything.

In 1526 Perer MascareNHas was appointed Governor of
Malakka, being the scventh Portuguese Governor.

The King of Djohor soon after again besieged the town,
but the brave MascarExnas would not brook such provocation ;
he began to take aggressive action, and declared war against
the King of Bintam, who called his son-in-law of Pahang to
his aid, but both the Laksamana of Bintam and the King of
Pahang’s Admiral were complctely defeated and put to flight,
and the Portugucse conquered the whole island (i.e., Bentan).(*)
The said King of Bintamn (a creature of the King of Djohor, the
lawful King having been expelled) died of grief soon after.
The other King then re-appeared and submitted to the Portu-
gucse who restored him to his throne.

(') Faria vy Sovza states that Mascarenmas took Bentan with
twenty-one ships and four hundred Portuguese soldiers and six
hundred Malays under Tiian ManoMED and one Sinai Raja, though
it was well fortified and defended by seven thousand men.
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It was during the reign of this King (9th October, 1547)(*)
that the Achinese laid siege to Malakka, causing damage to the

value of more than a million, and only raising the scige on
account of famine.

We have found nothing recorded of the life of this King and
of his successor, beyond the fact that he reigned 19 years, i.e.,
from 1540 to 1539, and that he was succeeded by Sultan
AsouL Dyanin Ssan as the fiftcenth King of the Malays, the
third of Djohor, and the ninth Mahomedan King.

This prince ruled this people 3?2 years, died in 1591, and was
succeeded by Sultan Arawoppin Ssan ITI.  He, the sixteenth
King of the Malays, the fourth of Djohor, and the tenth
Mahomedan King, reigned 19 years.

It secems to me that the first Dutch made their appearance
either at this place (Malakka) or at Djohor in the twelfth or
thirtecenth year of this reign (i.e., in 1603 or 1604).

It appears also that he (Arnawovmix Ssaw IIT) was styled
Yangdipertuan, that he resided at Batoe Sabar, (?) six miles
higher up the river (i.e., above Johor Luma) and that he had a

brother, called Radja Box:sor, who lived on fricndly terms with
the Dutch.

(1) Fariy v Sovza makes it in October, 1571, and states that
the Achinese raised the seige on Tristray Vaz peg VEGA com-
pletely defeating a Malay fleet in the Moar river; it may be a
separate occasion, but it looks like the rame, and Sovza makes no
mention of the one referred to at the date given in the text. which

seems to have been so serious that he would hardly have omitted
to notice it.

He also mentions in the time of pE VEaa an attack on Malacea
by a fleet sent by the Queen of Japira consisting of cighty large
galleons and two huudred and twenty smaller vessels. but the
besiegers were severely defeated after a seige of three months.
This was almost immediately followed by an attack hy the Achinese.
who, however, abandoned the siege in a panic. thinking there wero
some special stratagems being devised against them . when asa
matter of fact, the Portuguese were in sore straits. and might
casily have been overcome.

(*) “Sawar " said to mean a kind of fishing-weir. (See Malay
Proverbs, No. 2 of Journ., 8.B.. R.A.S,, p. 145.)
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The only losses we suffered in that fight, were five or six
men killed, and a few men wounded on both vessels. The
King of Djohor, much pleased with this victory, and with our
sssistance, arrived that very night with his fleet of forty
grshns and four or five fine galleys near, our two vessels, when"

e was visited by our Commodore iu his own galley, to whom
that Prince likewise showed his gratitude by presenting him
with a splendid kris.

When the Commodore made some inquiries ahout pepper,
the King answered him, that he would be able to forward sume
to him within a short time, if his river were kept open and free.

Radja Boxasox, accompanied by many Malay gentlemen,
came again on board of the vessel Ziericzee on the 10th Octo-
ber: we fought the Portuguese that day, and put them again
ot flight, but the King, though he was present with his prahus,
left all the work to be done by us, and only lovked on.

He then visited the Commodore accompanied by his two
brothers ( one of whom was the King of Siak ), and offered
him his thanks: the Commodore then prescnted him with a
Japanese sword with a silver hilt and eheath, and Radja
Boxasor with a fine musket, whereupon that Prince took leave
of him,

On the 1st September, 1633, ANXpREA FurTiD0o DE MENDOZA
succeeding FerNanpo ArLsukirk as Governor of Malakka, as
Governor-Gencral of the Southern Provinces of India, and -
as Commander-in-Chief of the royal fleet, scut in the hegin- |
ning of 160+ an Ambassador to the said King of Djvhor to
acquaint him with this chaoge, and to announce to him that
he wished to live in peace with him, though he had been at
war with the former Goveruor of Malakka.

The King scnt the reply, that he too desired to make peace,
but that he wanted to know first the terms of that peace.

Don Axprea Furravo then required that the King should
part with the Dutch (having deult already too much with
them), deliver them up to him, and deprive them of their pro-
perty, and he informed him that there should never be peace
if the King of Djohor would not accept the said conditions,
On the 8th Februury the King gave a flat refusal, and briefly
said that he would rather see his whole country ruined than
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some gilt couches and knick-knacks, onelot radix China, () one
lot benzoin, 150 baskets with prepared silk, velvet, damask,
taffeta and fine silk, besides some boxes with gold-wire.

In the second carrack we found : —

1743 piculs of Agelwood ;
333 piculs of Benzoin; (?)
2 small casks with Chinese camphor, and some com-
mon sarongs.

The Wissingen had captured another small Portuguese ship
off Solor, laden with ninety-two bharas Sandal-wood and 2}
pikuls of tortoise-shell.

The Wissingen sailed on the 15th Scptember with the cap-
tured carrack S¢. Anthony from Patani to Djohor to try and
get a cargo at that place. WyBraxDp vaNn Warwyck followed
on the 27th October, and dropped anchor on the 12th Novem-
ber in the mouth of the Djohor river near the said carrack at
about 1} miles from the Wissingen. The vessels Amsterdam
aud Dordrecht were under his command. Admiral €or~ELIs
SEBASTIAANSE’s squadron was also lying in the roads here.

The King called in the aid of both these Admirals, which
Sepastiaanse pledged himself to give, whilst vax Warwyck
begged to excuse him for this time.

‘The letters, addressed by H. H. Prince Mivrice to the
King, were then presented to him, which he received with
much respect. Admiral CorNELIs SEBASTIAANSE presented
him at the time with two brass guns, and vax Warwyck gave
him four small barrels of gunpowder, 40 shot-cartridges for
the said cannon, 12 Japanese swords, four Portuguese muskets
with shoulder-belts, some pieces of prepared silk and a shot-
proof armour. .

The two Admirals presented the King at his request with
two smail wide-mouthed guns cannon-royal, and some shot-

(") *Jin seng.” or * Jinsam.” as it is also called, supposcd to
very invigorating. It is statcd that it is only found near the moun.
tainx. a man shoots un arrow, and if it falls where the “jin seng”
13 to be found. a flame appears, which guides him to the spot.

() “Kéményan,” burnt by Malays and aborigines in most of their
charms and spells,
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The artillery of the town answered our fire; but the Witte
Leeuw ( White Lion ), was the only vessel once hit, whilst the
most effective shot from our side, was the one, that hit the
St. Paulus Church, sv-named hy the Duatch; ALBUQUERQUE
dedicated it to “Our Lady of the Annunciation,” belonging-
to the order of the Jesuits.

MateLier in the meantime ordered four boats to survey
the North side of the towan, and to take sounldings, for if pssi-
ble he intended t) land there and to take its suburb; but he had
to abandon his plan, the soil baing too muddy, the Portuguese
having raised strong stockades there to defend their houses.

He had erected in the meantime a battery of 24 pounders
at Ilha das Naos, (*) one of the islets necar the town, and had
cquipped it also with two small cannons-rayal, and intenled
to bombard the town from that place, it being much nearer
than the nearest place where the vessels coald anchor.

Our Admiral having been informed in the meantime that it
was almost impossible to mpke a descent on the south side of
the town, intended to land on its north side, hence he garri-
soned the said islet with some 30 men.

We then opened our fire from the battery of the 24 poun-
ders in the afternoon of the 2nd May, and soon silenced the
two batterics on the south side of the town.

Now and then the artillery of the town fired at our vessels,
but without any effect; they did not fire at the battery how-
cver. But when MaTevier saw that all this firing to and fro
was of no use, he deliberated with his Captains, wheter it would
be better to leave the town alone and go first to meet and
give battle to the Portugucse fleet, or whether it would be more
advisable to take the town first ; after a mature deliberation
he resolved to ask the opinion of the King of Djohor, chiefly
because he wanted to make sure if the latter would help him
and what his assistance would consist of.

They did not expect much from the aid of the King of
Djohor, but they forwarded a message to him, and it was decided
that they should wait for his answer, before acting in any
way ; the more that there was nothing known about the arrival
of the Portuguese fleet.

_-(—‘_)'i;ﬁl;m_ Jn\;, lving op-p—osite St. Paul's Hill.







VALENTYN’Z DESCRIPTION OF MALACCA. 135

of government to his brother, Radju Sisravne, or Radja
Bonasok, and to the high court dignitaries.

His other brother, the King of Siak, who had married a
daughter of the King, or a sister of the Queen of Patani, was
also a ba:l sovercign; he came very scldom to Djohor, but
remained at Siak, which was a fief of Djohor.

The third brother, who, like the King of Siak, was also of
another mother, was cailed Radja Lavr: but the said three
princes were not to be relied upon, owing to their fondness for
drinking. Radja SaBraNe was the onlv exception.

He then came to welcome the Admiral, and presented lnm a
golden kris inlaid with some common diamonds.

They had a long talk together, and MareLiEr told him that
it was his intention to take Malakka and to keep it for him,
but Radja Boxesor did not like that, and asked him, why he
should assist him to besicge the town, if after all the Dutch
would keep the place, for in that case it was only a change of
neighbours, and thm we did not assist Aim, but that Ae then
assisted us.

MareLier then asked him, what would be his reward if he
took the town, whereupon Radja SaBrang promised him to
give him a suitable place for building store-houses to put their
gouds and provisions in, which they were allowed to import
duty free. Dut MateLier answered that his offer amounted to
nothing, that mauny wvative princes had made him the same
offer, thougzn he had never rendered them any services ; he also
peinted out that the present town of Malakka did not belong
to the King of Djchor, hat that it was a town built by the
Portuguese, and that only the surrounding country had at one
time been the property of the King.

Finally. he gave in about the town and agreed to leave
Malakka in our possession, if Martenter would promise to make
war upon Atsjien, which Marecier however refused to do,
being at peace with that State ; but he promised that, either
he would assist the King of Djohor if Atsjien declared war
against himg or he woull do his best to appease the King of
Atsjien,

Finally, the following agreement was entered into on the
17th May, 1606, and sicned by the different parties :--
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10. Neither of the two parties shall make peace with the’
King of Spain, without the consent of the other;

H. If any subject of either party gives offence in matters
of religion, the offender shall be brought up and punished by
his own authorities ;

12, 1If any subject of onc of the two parties has a claim in
the way of debt upon a subject of the other party, the defend-
ant shall be called before his own authorities ;

13. Both parties bind themselves to surrender deserters or
runaway criminals.

The said treaty was sworn to aud sigued by both parties, by
each of them according to the customs of his country. ’

The Admiral then delivered to Rudja Sanrane a letter
addressed to the King and coming from His Highness Prince
Mavurice, which letter was accompanied by the presents also
sent to the King by the said Prince, which presents consisted
of a long fusil, a double-barrelled pistol inlaid with
mother-of-pearl, two other pistols, a sword of honour, and a
halberd, besides those sent by the Directors of the East India
Company, consisting of one fine harness, two halberds and six
cuirasses.

Mr. Materier thercupen landed on the 18th May, with 700
men, and falling in with a troop of 400 Portuguese and black
soldiers armed with muskets and pikes, he immediately attack-
cd them, and drove them back to the suburb.

Tinding a stroug thick wall there (') they at once threw up an
entrenchment, fromn bebind which they ¢pened such a hot fire
upon the cnemy, that he had to abandon his position, which
was set fire to by its own inhabitants.

After having made a rapid personzl cxamination of the
town, Mr. MareLIEF found near it a pretty large river, (*) which
to cross would be rather a hard task, sceing as he did so many
strong turrets and such solid heavy walls round the town that
it would have been very casy for the Portuguese tv prevent
him from taking thc town: besides that he had not forces

(') Pintu Tranguerah ?
(?) The Malacca river. separating the fortresx and main town
from the suburbs.
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formed by o Portugaese Consul, but Duteh after aily the
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NOTICES OF BOOKS.
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Rapport a M. le Ministre de l'Instruction Publiquc sur une
Mission aux lles Philippines ct en Malaisie (1879-1881),
par M. le Docteur . MONTANO. Paris, HACHETTE,
1885.

Every contribution to the scientific literature of the Philip-
pines is of value, for though these islands have been under
European dominion for over 300 years, it is astonishing how
much there is still to be learned about them. There is no
complete work which embraces the whole subject of the geology,

eography, and natural history of this group. One has to look
gor the botany in old Fray Branco’s work, or pursue it
through the voluminous pages of A. pe CanpoLLE’s Prodro-
mus. A valuable illustratcd work on the forest flora of the
Philippines has becn lately published at Manila by Sefor
Vipar. But both works arc incomplete. The geology of the
island may bc sought in the various papers supplied to the
Boletino del Carte Geoloyico di Espaia, a work now extending
to many volumes. M. Jacor has given many valuable details
in his Reisen in den Philippinen (Berlin 1873), a work which
has been translated into Spanish, I'rench, and English,  There
is also an Appendix by J. Rorn on the geology of the islands.
Baron RicatHoveN has published some observations on the
nummulitic limestones of Binangonan.  Finally, M. VipaL
has published (Madrid, 1874) a Memoir on the mountains of
the Philippines.

In the numerous works published by the monks about their
missions, which are very voluminous, there arc scattered notices
of geology and natural history, which have more valuc than one
would imagine from the imperfect state of scientific knowledge
when theyv were written.  In these may be found many interest-
ing details of hurricancs, earthquakes, and volcanic eruptions.
The history of the Dominican Mission in the Philippines is in
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is also coal in the central and southern islands. Dr.
MoxTano explored a good deal of the River Agusan in Minda-
nao. Between Bislig and Catel he found traces of an exten-
sive upheaval of the coast line. Large banks of madrepore
coral were raised above the level of the sea, extending in wide
horizontal strata rounded by the waves which the north-east
wind frequently dashes over them. The mineralogical notices
in the Report are not very numerous, and the chapter concludes
with a long account of earthquake phenomena. Of course, the
great carthquake of 1880 is not passed over, but the anthor gives
the account and diagrams of the Jesuit Padre Favra, which
have been already publisbed. Dr. MoNrano’s remarks and
observations on seismology are very interesting.

The meteorological portion of this work is less satisfactory,
inasmuch as the author did not reside long enough in Malay-
sia or the Philippines to enable him to form any conclusions
from actual observation. He might, however, have obtained
excellent material from the published reports in Singapore, just
as he has availed himself of the published reports of the Jesuit
Observatory at Manila. These are very complete, but the
whole subject, including that of typhoons, to which Manila is so
liable, is about to be treated of in a separate work by Padre
Fatra, who, for many years, has becn the Director of the
Observatory of the Ateneo Municipal.

This Report is especially interesting in the department of
ethnography, and much that is new will be found in it. The
author gives a very full record of facts, which, as he has no
theory of his own to support, appear to be entirely trust-
worthy. Ile describes the Negritos or aboriginal mouuntain
tribes in a very full manner. They correspond to our Sakeis in
Malaysia, and are quite distinct from the bulk of the native
population throughout the island. They are divided into
different tribes according to the mountains where they dwell.
They have never been civilised in any way, and all attampts to
reclaim them have failed. Even on Mariveles, close as these
mountains are to the city of Manila, they are to be found, un-
controlled by the Spanish Government and occasionally killing
a solitary Chinese or Tagal who straysinto their mountain
fastnesses.
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sidered as having a predominance of Chinese blood, and in the
Gulf of Davao (Mindanao) and Sulu he finds Malays with a
mixtare of Arab and Indonesian blood. These are called
Moors by the Spaniards and arc all Mohammedans. They
number about ten thousand souls.

The author divides the Necgritos 'of Luzon and Mindanao
into :—1.—Negritos; 2.—Mamanua; 3.—Negrito Mestizos,
In Malacca he enumerates four tribes, namely :—1.—Manthra,
2.—Knabui, 3.—Udai, and 4.—Jakuns. Other Bakeisare not
taken into account. Besides these, there are many Negritos in
the other large islands of the Philippine groap, such as Mindo-
ro, Panay, &c., but of these Dr. MoNTANO saw nothing.

There can be no doubt that there arc three zones of races to
be found in most of the larger islands of the Indian Archipe-
lago. Nay more, we find the same or similar facts far beyond
the limits ascribed to them by Dr. Moxtaxo. There are three
zones of races very distinctly marked in Formosa, in Hainan
probably, and there arc even traces of the samein Japan. But
when we come to analyze the constituents of these zones, the
difficulty of classifying them under one head becomes manifest.
In Borneo, for instance, the coast line is on the west, north and
north-east overspread with Malays (Bajows), the central zone
may roughly be said to be made up of the various tribes of
Dusuns and Dyaks. But the Dusuns are of partly Chinese
origin, and there does not seem to be anything in common bet-
ween them and the Indonesians. In the centre we have wild
mountain tribes, of which little is known, but yet sufficient to
say that they are not Negritos.

In Formosa the Negritos of the mountains arc a fierce sa-
vage tribe very likc those of Luzon, but more treacherous.
The central zonc is a mixture of Chinese and possibly a Malay
race, while the coast line is entirely Chinese. We have no
traces of a distinct Indonesian population in the Malay Penin-
sula, but any person who pays much attention to the diversities
of type amongst the Malays in the various States must see at
once that some admixture of races must have taken place.
Of course, the recent mestizos of Malay-Chinese and Indo-Ma-
lays are taken into account by Dr. Moxrano.

The portion of this work which is devoted to language will
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to Europeans by odd combinations of letters. Dr. MoxTano’s
mode may be better than its predecessors, but at any rate it
differs from them. At present no two books agree, and the
student is fairly bewildered. Who will put an end to this
confusion ?

Counnected with the subject of ethnology, there are thirty
beautifully exccuted phototypes by Quinsac. Their execution
leaves nothing to be desired. There is also a plate represent-
ing microscopic sections of hair from various tribes. These
sections show an oval, or sometimes a triangular and qua-
drangular outline, but never a cylindrical one.

The chapter on pathology is exceedingly interesting, contain-
ing as it does notices of all the various diseases amongst the
natives which came under the author’s notice. He also gives
some well-considered observations on the effect of the climate
upon Europeans, The subject, however, is too long to be dealt
with here, and the same may be said on the chapters devoted
to commerce and agriculture. This notice may be concluded
by stating that Dr. Moxtano has contributed a most valuable
addition to our knowledge of the Philippine Islands, which
will hereafter be a standard work of reference on the subject.
Scientific men will look forward anxiously to the portions
especially devoted to zoology and botany. Even in this
report there is a list of native names of plants with their cor-
responding botanical names and the orders to which they be-
long, amounting to 190 plants. A similar listis given by
Vivar, which the writer of this notice has found most useful in
travelling through the Philippines, but MoxTaxo’s list contains
tribal names which are not found elsewhere.

J. E. TENISON-WOODS.

“Horkand ddventure in New Guinca, 1877 to 1885,” by Rev.
JAMES CHALMERS, and Rev. W. WYATT GILL.—7The
Religious Tract Society, 1885.

Just a year has clapsed since Commodore ExskiNe pro-
claimed a British protcctorate over a large portion of the
southern shores of New Guinca cxtending from the limit of
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further east, the tattooing is said to be “ simply perfect ”’ and
to leave upon the mind the effect of clothing. ¢Married
women have a necklace or chain tattoved round the neck;
cach pattern has a distinct name. It is done to please the
future husband, who has to pay liberally for it.”” At South
Cape, says Mr. CrHALMERS, the women ‘‘tattoo themselves
all over their faces and bodies and make themselves look
very ugly, ”’ shewing either an inferiority in art on the part
of the South Cape people, or a diversity of taste between the
two authors. Tattoo-marks on the chest and back of a chief
indicate scverally a life violently taken.

When in mourning for a relative the body is blackened over
and besmeared with ashes, and the chest and shoulders, and
sometimes the entire person, are enveloped in fine net-work.
A widow will sometimes remain in mourning for five years,
during which period, it is said, she wears no ornaments and
performs no ablutione. A mother in mourning- for her daugh-
ter will wear round her neck all the ornaments once the pro-
perty of the deceased, and along with them the jawbone taken
from the unburied body. 7The latter incident must be looked
upon, however, as a charm to avert the evil influence of the
spirit of the deceased rather thun any token of mourning, for
in another place Mr. CHaLMERs describes one of his guides
(at Stacy Islaud) as wearing, as an armlet, the jawbone of a
man whom he had killed and eaten, “ while others strutted
about with human bones dangling from their hair and about
their necks.”  Similarly, it may be doubted if the “immense
necklace,” seen by Mr. GiLr, slung over the left shoulder of a
woman ( consisting of the vertebrwe of her deceased brother),
was really worn “as a mark of affection,” and the five widows
of onc husband who carried about, each of them, a portion
of his remains, the ecldest currying the skull in a basket,
were probably guided by some superstition which the Eu-
ropean observer did not fathom.

Cannibalism, though not universal, is general. The Stacy
Islunders boasted of having killed and eaten ten of their
enemies from the mainland, and the house of the chief was
hung with the skulls of the enemies caten by himself and
his people. Among these peoplc a cannibal feast, to which
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them, aftcr the manner of the Borneo manang and the
Malay pawang, are much believed in and feared, and, like
‘the. latter, adopt u feigned voice and use much singing and
chanting in their incantations. They have the reputation of
being expert poisoners, and wars are undertaken and mur-
ders committed on their representations. It is no wondér
that the sorcerer * gets the best of everything—best pig, best
food, best tomahawk, best shells.’ l’i!hem are sorceresses
also. 8o, among the islanders of Buru, the “ Swangi,” who
has a familiar spirit at his command and is able to cause
sickness or disaster, receives presents, not only from those
anxious to retain his goodwill, but also from thosc who wish
to use his power to the injury of an enemy.*

Of eocial customs, or ceremonies at births and marriages,
there is no account. It would appear to be the custom for
the husband to purchase his wife, one chief having stated to
Mr. Cuarmers that he had paid “an enormous sum” for
his consort, viz., ten arm shells, three pearl shells, two strings
of dogs teeth, seversl hundreds of cocoa-nuts, a large quan-
tity of yams, and two pigs. But in another district (up
the William River) a man pays nothing on marriage for a
girl, but has to pay heavily if the object of his choice be &
widow ! .

Accounts of burial customs vary according to the different
Jocalities and tribes visited. Of the natives of Suau, or
South Cape, Mr. GiLL says: “ All the members of a family
at death occupy the same grave (above which a small houre
is erected ). the carth that thinly covered the last occupant
being sccoped out to admit the new-comer. These graves
are shallow; the decad Leing buried in a sitting posture,
hands folded. The earth is thrown in up to the mouth only.
An earthen pot covers the head. After a time the pot is
taken off, the perfect skull removed and cleansed— eventu-
ally to be hung up in a basket or net inside the dwelling of
the deceased over the fire to blacken in the smoke.

—_— ——— —_——

* Yozaes, Eastern Archipelago, 404 ( Buru), 338 ( Timor ).

-
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broken to prevent theft: at the grave of a woman her cook-
ing utensils, grass petticoats, &c., are similarly suspended.
This is the baiya of the Dayaks of Borneo* and agrees, as
Mr. GiLL points ont, with castoms which prevail generally
among the Polynesians. At a funeral which he witnes«ed, the
widow sat at the head of the grave besmecared with ashes. A
lament was sung by the assemblage to the accompaniment of
drums which each man carried. I'he women scratched each
others’ faces and bosoms until they bled freely: “then the
hair of the dead was plucked and shaved off as charms; in-
describable phallic scenes followed.” Tt is the custom for
relatives to watch by the graves of their deceased frieads, and
small huts are erected over or near the graves, in which they
sleep at night.

Of a tribe of mountaineers whom he visited, Mr. CHALMERS
says: “ the natives very seldom bury their dead, leaving the
body in a house set apart for it, which they often visit. When
a number of deaths take place, they leave the village aund set-
tle somewhere else not far oft. There is one grave here, near
to our house, on which a tobacco plant is growing, a bambuo
pipe, the property of the deceased, alongside a few sticks on
end with yams on top. When they do bury, the bady is placed
standing 1n the grave.” A most crucland unnatural custom, said
to prevail in the district of Aroma, is that of burying alive decre-
pit parents andgrandparents. A native teacher saw a man dig a
grave for his aged grandmother. With his own strong arms
he deposited her in it, despite her tears and feeble resistance.
When remonstrated with, he replied : * She cannot live. She is
already as good as dead.” He then filled up the grave and
trod the earth down upon the living victim and went home.

Taro, sago, cocoa-nuts, betel- nuts, yans, plantains, and sugar-
cane are produced abundantly. ‘“Sago is cooked with shell
fish, boiled with bananas, roasted on stones, baked in the ashes,
tied up in leaves, &ec., &c.” Pork and the meat of the wallaby
are much valued as food by the nuatives, and iguanas are also
eaten. ‘T'he indigenous breed of fowls is inferior. Cucumbers
are cultivated. A small oyster, described as “ capital eating ”

* See No. 14 of this Journal, p. 291.
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This book contains an account of the murder of four native
teachers and the wives and children of two of them in 1881,
and of the murder of Dr. Jaumes and Mr. THorNGEEN, with
allusions to other outrages. And it is not difficult to gather
from Mr. CuHaLMERS’ unvarnished narrations of his various
journeys that difficulties and dangers which he successfully
surmounted might, in the case of one not gifted with equal
coolness and courage, have given occasion for bloodshed, and
consequently for permancnt hostility with a revengeful people.
His knowledge and influence will, no doubt, be most useful to
those charged with the administration of the Protectorate, and
it is to be hoped that he may, at some future, time be able to
give to the world fuller details about New Guinea than those
contained in this unpretending volume, which has apparently
been compiled in England, in his abseuce, from some of his
journals and papers. Ill-digested as information communi-
cated in this way must necessarily be, it is sufficient to enable
the reader to admit, with the author of the introduction, that
Mr. CraLMERs has combined the qualities of missionary and
explorer in a remarkable degree, and has added enormously to
the stock of our geographical knowledge of New Guinea, and
to our accurate acquaintance with the ways.of thinking, the
habits, superstitions, and mode of life of the various tribes of
natives.

W.E M,
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EXPLORATION OF PAHANG.

Extract from a letter from Mr. W. Cameron to H. E.
the Acting Governor (the Hon’ble Cecil C. Smith,
C.M.G.) dated 4th September, 1885.

I have had a very successful expedition this time, and
think it is the most complete and comprehensive piece of
exploring I have done yet, as well as one likely to lead to
practical results.

I have discovered Pahang to be a much larger territory
than even I imagined, and I always knew it to be larger than
was gencrally supposed. It impinges right up to the Ulu
of the Kinta and the Raia close into Pérak just as it does at
Ginting Bidei, and there is no intermediate nobody’s land,
except that this portion is totally unknown even to the
Pahangites or to any Malays. There is in this place a sort
of central hill country, a sort of vortex in the mountains,
where for a wide area we have gentle slopes and pamah
(plateau) land, with rounded hills shut in all round by loftier
ranges but which from the mean elevation of this vortex appear
cumparatively low, but the mean of the valley for many miles
is 4,500 to 4,750 feet ahove sca level by aneroid. Streams of
considerable size glide along easily from all around and go to
feed onelarge stream eventually, and this is the Telom—the real
Ulu of the Jilei. Iascended one mountain at the N. E. corner
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of this central land and looked down on the N. E. side to the real
Ulu (upper reaches) of the Kélantan, further east again behind
a lofty range, Pakang, octopus-like, shoots out znother arm to
the north impinging on Kélantan.  The mountain which 1 as.-
cended was 6,300 feet by aneroid, probably considerably higher
real altitude, and stands in somowhere about 4° 38 North
Latitude 10 degrees north of east. Of this a lofty mountain
range riscs closing in the vortex (to continue the simile) to the
East (the vortex being the Telom). This lofty range I
estimated to be over 8,000 feet, perhaps comsiderably more.
I dared not ascend it, for, not knowing what stream or system
of streams I was on, 1 wus oblized to hold on to the watershed
till it brought me right into Pahang known. I had no one
who could give me any miummtwn, and the Sakeis all tled
before us, so that I had to be my own guide, and thus, as I
say, was tied to this watershed till I could muake sure what it
was, as I felt certain it would settle the question of the central
watershed about which there have been various conjectures,
_and it has solved the question, at least up to this point and a
good way north of it.

We had rather a trying time of it, owing to the fearful
rains. Colds, fevers and rhecumatism were our constant com-
panions, and my men suffered very much.

I hope that I may have an opportunity of placing some
of the results of this expedition more fully before you, and
thanking you for your kind wishes.

I am,
Yours faithfully,

WILLIAM CAMFEROXN,

P.S.—I was fortunate enough to obtain particularly in-
teresting ;_rcolng)( al data, of which T have hrought many speci-
mens .,.ml made copicus notes. I should have stuted go nerally
that my route was up the Raia which I explored, the Ulu
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(upper reaches) being unknown, as well as the Penoh which is
an anak (tributary) of the Kinta. I crossed a mountain by a pass
5,300 fcet by ancroid lying exactly at the Ulu of the Kinta,
Penoh and Telom. This I have called Gunho Pass. 1took the
elephants over with me, explored this new country and followed
the Telom till I got to within a day’s sail of the place where it
joins the Jélei. Long cre this all our stores but rice had been
exhausted, so for the purpose of obtaining supplies, and also be.
cause a rumour had got abroad in Pahang that 1 was a musoh
(enemy) with forty elephants and four hundred men come dowr
to harry and to raid, 1 had to reassure the authorities: I went
down to the Toh Kayu’s and to Pénjum by sampan, then back
again and then crossed southerly all the rivers of Upper Pahang,
keeping closc to the foot of the main ranges, and coming out
over mountains 5,000 feet high at the Ulu of a tributary of
the Slim, and thence on to Bernam.

I have reason to thank the Great Master that I was ena-
bled under his protection to bring my men back alive, although
I cannot say well, for I on several occasions had great reason
to be alarmed and feared some would succumb ; there are seve-
ral of them now under treatment, and one 1 left in the hospital
at Penang.

The elephants, I am bappy to say, notwithstanding the
unprecedented fatigue, are well and in fair condiiton. By this
time they will be pretty strong, for I left them at the Tlu of
Sungkei to feed and rest eight days ago, and they will soon be
in good condition. I am starting the relief party back again
to-day by way of the Pérak river and Batu Géjah and I pro-
pose taking a run down to Singapore for a day to get some
outfit which cannot be procured here, when I shall do myself
the honour of calling on you, but I must start my party first
and I will mecet them at the Bernam almost as soon as they
can get there, as we arc taking an additional elephant.

W. C.
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4. Before proceeding to the disposal of any Lots within the Suburban
Town or suburban boundaries, the limits of the said Lots shall be and Town

accurately defined and published. z:fe;"l?:;;'

5. The said lands shall from time to time be disposed of by Mode of Sale.
the Commissioner of Lands, with the sanction of the Governor, by
public auction, and it shall be lawful for the Commissioner of ‘Auetion in
Lands to dispose of any land which shall have been once so exposed first instance.
for sale without being sold, to applicants by private contract
within four months from the date of such auction on terws sanc-
tioned by the Governor.

6. The Town Lots shall be subject to an annual quit-rent at Rentof Town
tho rate of one hundred and twenty dollars per acre, such quit- Lote-

rents being redeemable at 15 years’ purchase. ﬁ’&ﬁ:

7. Lands in the suburbs shall be disposed of in Lots of Rent and di-
about one acre each, and in the country in Lots of less than 100 g‘et’)“"l’)m of
acres each. Such lands shall be subject to such annual quit-rent a.:duéoﬂtry
as shall be fixed by the Commissioner of Lands, with the sanction yg. Quit-
of the Governor, from time to time, and publicly notified ; the said pents redeem-
quit-rents being redeemable at 15 years’ purchase. able.

8. It shall be lawful for the Commissioner of Lands to de- Payment of
termine at the time of sale whether any or what credit shall be purchase
allowed to the Lessees of Lots, and to regulate the terms on which money.
the whole or any portion of the purchase-money paid down shall be
forfeited, but in no case shall less than one-tenth of the purchase-
money be paid at the time of sale.

9. The payment of the quit-rent, reckoning from the date Rent how
of sale, shall in every case be made infadvance to the end of the payable and
current year upon the exccution of the lease or of the permit to penalty in
occupy, and the suceceding payments shall be made on the lst day case of being
of January in advauce for each succeeding year, and any lands for '* *™°
which the quit-rents may be more than one year in arrear and
unpaid shall revert and escheat to the Government, and all premia
or other monies paid on account of such lands shall be forfeited.

10. Country Lots which remain unoccupied and unimproved Unimproved
for three years from the date of the lease shall revert and escheat Country Lots
to the Government, and all premia, quit-rents, or other monies t revert and

i ¢ ; escheat tothe
paid on account of all or any such Lots shall be forfeited. Government.
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8o occupied, the Permit shall be called in and cancelled, and a
regular grant issued in lieu thereof.

15. It shall be lawful for the Commissioner of Lands, upon The Gover
the application of the Lessce or other duly authorised person, to oF may sub
accept a surrender of any original grant of land, and to grant new vide ;ﬂglm
leases for sub-divisions of the same, provided that all arrears of §37 > P
rent due under the original grant have been previously paid, and ;. or
provided that in no case shall the quit-rent for any portion of a punt be firs
Lot so sub-divided be less than one dollar per annum. paid..

16. All coal, minerals. precious stones and mineral oil on, The right t
under and within the said lands are absolutely reserved to the work mine.
Government or its Licensees, together with the right to enter upon ml:hr"a?”'
the =aid lands and to scarch for, get and take away coal, minerals, ctegnm(:zntov.
precious stones and mineral oils in, on, or under the same, and to ’
reserve such portions of land as may be necessary for examining or
working any mines, or conveying away the products thereof, upon
payment of reasonable compensation to the Lessees for surface
damage to such land or any buildings thereon.

17. It shall be lawful for the Governor to grant mining mﬁé’:
licenses on favourable terms to the Lessees of demised lands. tei by

OVernor.
18. The Government reserves the right to resumo possession Reserves fo
of such portions of land as may be necessary for public purposes, Public pur.
such as police. revenue and telegraph stations, roads, railways, poses.
tramways, canals, &c., upon payment of reasonable compensation
for loss and damages actuvally sustained by the Lesree.
Governmen

reserves for
ruads, &e.

19. The Government reserves the right at all times to take,
or to authorise others to take, timber, stone, clay, sand and other
road-making material for the constraction and repair of neighbour-
ing roads, bridges. &e., on payment of rcasonable compensation
for loss and damages actually sustained by the Lessce.

20. ‘The Government reserves all navicable streams, rivers Land re-
and erecks and a belt of land 50 vards wide along the banks of the 36Tves.
sane, and also a similar belt of land from high water mark along
the sea-zhore ; ample provision, free of rent. Leing wade for land.-
ing places and other purposcs, for the convenienee of the neigh-

Louring Lessees. .

21. The Government reserves all edible bLird’s nests and f;ﬁdé::;s
guano, anl also the right at all times to enter on the demised pegerved.
land, and to take or authorise others to take such edible birds’ nests
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25. Nothing in this Proclamation provided shall be taken to Special Regu.
affect the special eonditions under whigh Lots of one hundred acres lation for
and upwards in extent are leased in accordance with the Special 1ands °fdm°
Reamilations approved by the Court of Directors of The Britigh 2°r¢$ an¢ up-

- A . 1 -1 TN "y wardsnot
North Borneo Company on the 7¢h day of IFebruary, 1833, or such g

) . OV o L affeoted.
other Special Resalations as may hereatter be in the-same manner
approved by the said Court of Dircetors.

26. Al dealings in land between European and Chinese and Dealing in
other foreigners on the one hand, and the natives of the country land with na.
en the other hand are herehy expressly forbidden, and no such tives forbid-
dealings shall be valid or shail be recognised in any Court of Law den.
unless such dealings shall bave been entered into and concluded
before the 16th day of Jaunuary, 1583,

27. A forcigner desirous of purchasing land from a native Forcigners
shall address his application to the Governor through the Com. may acquire
missioner of Lands, and the Governor, if he sces fit to sanction Dative land
sucl ‘hase, slall, if the native owner consent, acquire the land through the
uch purchase, shall, ¢ er consent, acqt e land (, © F ent
on behalf of the Government, and shall fix the premium at which :
the same shall be leased by the Governmont to the applicant. and
the land when =o leascd shall thenceforward be decmed to be
alicnated under the provisions of this Proclamation, and shall be
subject to all the provisions thereof.

23, This Proclamation may be cited as “ The Land Procla- Short Title.
mation, 1853."

2. In the Interprctation of this Proclamation the word Interpreta-
“ Governor ™ shall mean and include the Ofticer administering the tion Clausc.
Governmcit of the Territory of the time being. and the words
¢ Commissioner of Lands™ shall mean and inelude the Officer in
cLarge of the Land Ofiice for the time being, or his duly appointed
deputies, and in Section 11 the term “ unoccupied and unimprov-
ed” shall, o far as regards Town Lots, mean Lots on which
tenantable houses have not been ereeted and maintained.

Sandalan, 1st dugust, 1585.
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disaster to the family. The corpsc is then tightly bound up
in cotton cerecloths, the cvery-day clothes being put between
the limbs. Then it 1s ready to be put into the coffin, and care
must be taken to turn the head towards the door. The shell
is then closed and varnished all over to prevent the attacks of
insects, particularly white ants. The varnish is black, and the
best comes from Cambojan marsh lands.

In the meantime the women have bcen making up the
mourning garments. They must be white and of linen or
cotton. The nearer the relation, the coarser the material
must be, and in no case are they hemmed. The Annamese
Code devotes thirty pages (in PHiLasTRE’s French edition) to a
description of the different classes of mourning garments. It
is evident, therefore, that quite enough has been said here,
about the matter. As soon as the mourning suits are ready
the family assembles and solemnly puts them on. Then sacri-
fices are mnade to the ancestors and to the deceased, and each of
the celebrants prostrates himself four times before the coffin.

According to common Oriental custom it is usual to keep
the coflin in the house for days and even weeks before burial.
By its side is erected a small altar, on which are placed three
cups of tea, different condiments, an incense brazier and two
candles. The delay is of course to permit the assemblage of
aull the friends of the house, and the arrangement of une of
those gorgeous funeral ceremonies which so often ruin families
in the East. 'There is much mummery on such occasions in
England, but the garish parade at a ‘“ first-class funeral ”’ in
Annam far exceeds any toolery we indulge in.  Most of the
properties are supplied by professional undertakers, and for
details about thew the carions may refer to the Annamese Code.
Suflice it tosay that there are huge lanterns of different shapes,
pendant gongs to drive away cvil spirits, incense tables, the
red and gold painted and highly-carved bier, offering tables
and a variety of banners in silk and cloth, some of them pecu-
liar to the family, others common to ordinary, valgar humanity,
such as the fillet borne on two poles, which is inscribed Truxe-
1IN (faithful) for a man, and Trixn-TRUAN (pure and vbedient)
for a woman.

The time for the interment is of course fixed by the wise



166 OCCASTONAL NOTES.

men, who select a lucky day and hour ; at the head march men
with wands to scare oft prowling devils. Then in the midst of
some of the objects mentioned above comes the ““dead man’s
house,” a sort of bamboo cage. The children and the nearest
relations follow the bier. In passing the threshold of the dooar
the coffin has been carried over their prostrate bodies.  In the
middle march a body of monks chanting a noisy but rhythmical
requicm. Sham gold and silver leat is seattered all along the
road to soothe the Co-noN—the abandoned spirits.  These ave
the souls of people who have died violent deaths, and have had
no rites of sepulture. Their relations have not kunown of their
fate, aud have been unable or unwilling to perform the cere-
monies which custom preseribes for the delivery of their souls.
Therefore the Co-nox remain wanderers on the face of the
earth, irritated with the living, and tormenting and oppressing
them in cvery way. They trouble the sacrifices, upset the
proguostics, and annihilate the efforis of domestic piety.  The
superstitivus, therefore, are driven to all sorts of devices to ap-
pease and deceive these evil-minded demsns. The Co-wmon
are attracted by the glitter of the fulse zold and silver leaf,
halt to lay hands on it, and, before they diseover the deception,
have lost the opportunity of spoiling the funeral ceremiony.
There are others, however, who are more ¢ nsiderate, or more
fearful of the wrath of these homeless spirits. They burn
regular NHUT-NHIT-DONG-DONG— numcrous pieces of money.”’
These are strips of paper with coins printed on them, regular
postal orders on the lower world for the snpport of indigent
devils, Naturally the funerals so protected ave the safer for
the deceased.

There are no public cemeteries in Annam,  The grave is
usually dug anywhere ont in the middle f the fields belonging
to the family. The rich usnally have a special place for their
own relations, and somctimes assign a pateh for their peover
noighbours.  Otherwise these winst be baried by the v adside
or in some part of the village common Tewis, At thie grave
the cofiin is lowered in, a banneret of =itk or paper giving in
white and yellow chareeters deceased’s naive, age, dignities,
position in family, and virtues, is (hrowa upoa it, and then a
swall pile of the ubove-mentioned money puper.  Lach friend
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throws in a handful of earth. The sextons fill it up and make
a circular mound above. Offcrings and prostrations are made
before the comnleted grave, and then there is a general con-
sumption of rice, wine, "and boteluut.

The period of mourning is very protracted. Nominally
it lasts for three yerrs £or father or mother, but immemorial
custom dcerees tuat this nicans twent .\-four months. Fora
grandparent or brothier or sister it lasts one vear, and so on in
decreasing rafio.  Men of rank cannot undertake publie duties
during this season, and ought not to be present ut marriages
or fosts of any kind. The son shondd eat no meat and drink
no wine.  The people are very prowd of these regulations, but
they do not keep them. At the end of the first year there are
(*n- it sacritices hetore the grave, at the end of the second the

“dend man’s house,”” the Dambon cage, is burnt, and with 1t
the mourning garments.  Desceration of the grave is punished
with extreme severity.

Tue richer paople erect stone monnments over their
ancestors, The plain between Saigon and Cholon, the Plaine
des Tombeane, is full of these, of all sizes and in all states of
decay, sumetimes standing  quite zlone, sometimes with shrubs
and then trees planved by them. There are fnseriptions on
et of them, usustly ent into the stone and painted varions
colours.  ‘They bear the fomily and individual name and those
of the devenscd’s titles and ! ace of Lirth, the dat: of death,
andd the nome of the person who sct np the stone.  Some of
them are almest nintatnre temples. Phey wie kept up by the
head of the house, aud there are re; "ln.lll\ fixed days for wor-
~Lin before them.

This ixin fact the oniy wonskip the Annamese have, but
some of themr carty it en with tobrable regularity, The fist
care the regolar days cet apart
At the sume tiee there is
to the Co-itox aliedy speken
o' X ¢ois decand oo recat o soften thelr rancour.
Bides the siher & .nl il paper and the © cash notes ” above
winded o, there s o much more valuable paper curreney.
These are ~hects of paper covered all over with designs and

: the n“u:m'm.n of eves
for worst bnont the nnec-ed

N
Iu‘n\ e oF Lo s







OCCASIONAL NOTES. 169

the spirit-money, saying, “I call the laggard spirits ; he who
comes fastest will eat most. May ten become a hundred ; may
a hundred become a thousand; a thousand, ten thousand ; ten
thousund, a hundred thousand ; a hundred thousand, a million ;
a million, a countless multitude.” This is, it need hardly be
explained, a desire to obtain the multiplication of his offering.
The notion is of course borrowed from the Chinese with their
regular sacrifices of Dien. A development of this, found in
all parts of the world among uncivilised nations, is the exor-
cism of evil spirits which are supposed to enter into people and
cause illnesses, The method of driving these out in Annam
differs little from the process deseribed by dozens of writers on
nations in other parts of the earth. The sorcerer is called
Tuar-Puap, and he must on no account eat the flesh of buf-
faloes or dogs.

An analogous superstition is the cercmony of making
offerings once every vear to the former holders of the soil.
No country farmer would think of letting the first three
months of the year pass without making offerings of a general
kind to the old aboriginal cultivators. Sometimes, however,
this is not enough. He loses his dogs and pigs and chickens,
his rice gets drowned with too much water or dies of drought ;
he falls sick himself and sees visions of capering, bloodthirsty
savages.

Then he knows what is the matter, and goes straight off
to a paper-goods manufacturcr and orders a facsimile of his
house to be built in paper. This is a most elaborate affair,
reproducing not only a gencral model of the house, but of
cverything in it—furniture, pcople, dogs, cats, and pigs, and
even the lizards in the thatch. All the human beings, how-
ever, are represented twice over, so that the ghost to whom
this model is to be given up may not have an exact model of
the owner, or of his wife or children. These houses are very
dcar, costing sometimes as much as £6, which is a large sum
for a peasant furmer. If it is the commune that is making the
offering, a model is made of the village shrine, the DixH.

On the determined day, oflerings of the usual kind are
made, and the wizard, the THa1-Puap, falls into a trance, and
is possessed by the deceased owner of the land. He blackens
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his fuce on the hottom of a pot, eats ducks and chickens raw,
and drinks wine by the bucketful. This is proof positive that
the old savage owner is inside of him and is having a real good
time. Then ke is requested to make a formal cession of the
land in question. If the farmer is a rich wan the spirit does
not yield for several days, if he is poor it is settled as sooun as
possible. A sum is fixed upon, a few hundred Vgatures say,
and this is promptly paid, in funcral money of course, which
can be bought for a shilling or two.  The possessed Trar-Puar
signs for the departed savage, planting a thumb dipped in ink
at the bottom of the written conveyance. Then the medium
is restored from his mesmerised state, the paper house is burnt,
and with it the sum of money formally agreed upon. It is
usually also stipulated that a pig shall be sacrificed every three
years or oftener for the better comfort of the old land-owner.
After this it is hard if the farmer does not enjoy peace o’ nights.

The houschold ancestry, as we have said, are worshipped
more or less all the year round : but the especial great scason
for every onme, rich and poor, is the new ycar, the Tit, the
Annamese new ycar of course, which corresponds with the
Chinesc, and falls about the beginning of Felbruary. Then
cvery one, down to the poorest, who at other times may not
have the means or the leisure to pay proper attention to their
forefathers, betakes himself to the last resting-place of his
progenitors, and there is much burning of incense and funeral
money, much scattering of rice and Leaping up of frait and
flowers, during four days. The grass and other vegetable
growths round about the tombs are carfully weeded away, and
at the head of each a leaf of gold or silver is placed, and on
this a stene to prevent it from heing carried ofl' by the wind.
The belicf is that, at a scason such as the Trr, the evil spirits
arc particularly active and spiteful on account of the general
rejoicing and feasting which they sce going on upon earth.
They are therefore exceptionally likely to do harm to ordinary,
easy-going souls, such as those of the rude forefathers of the
hamlet. But their cupidity thwarts themn. They cluteh at
the glittering leaf placed at the grave-head, and, while they
are doing so, the respectable spirit down below has time to
scurry off to a place of safety. The Plaine des Tombeaur at
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Saigon presents an extraordinary ap})eamnce at this season of
the year. Ordinarily it is as desolate, if not as big, as the
similar place at Cairo; but during the four days of the Tfr
both sides of the Tay-Ninu road arec crowded with pious
descendants from all parts of the country, come to secure the
tranquillity of their ancestry.—France and Tongking, by
JaMes G. ScorT, 1885. -

The scientific decoration of officier d’Académie (les palmes
académiques) has been conferred by the French Government
upon Mapame bk ra Croix, whose husband M. J. ErriNeTON
DE LA Croix is a member of this Society and has done much
useful scientific work in this part of the world.

The following extract is taken from the minutes of a

meeting of the Société de la Geographie, Paris, held on the
17th July, 1885 :— ,

““Le Président annonce ensuite la nomination de Mwme. Eg.
RINGTON DE LA Croix comme officier d’Académie. Mme- pg ra Crorx
a accompagné son mari en Malaisie ou elle vient de faire un séjour
de deux années dans la presqu’ile de Malacca. Elle a su utiliser
ses loisirs en racueillant pour le Muséum d’intéressantes collections
de plantes, d’insectes et de papillons dont beaucoup de spécimens
{taient enticrement nouveaux. Elle a en outre fourni un concours
précicux & son mari dans les travaux scientifiques auxquels il se
livrait de son ¢ité. Bel exemple pour les femines d’explorateurs
ou de fonctivnnaires qui habitent nos colonies! La vaillante

exploratrice a bien mérit¢ la distinction dont elle vient d'étre
I'objet.”

A map shewing the course of the Triang niver was to have
accompanicd Mr. O'Briex’s paper on J&l¢bu published in No.
14 of this Journal. As, however, it was not received in time
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