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(4.) ‘The number of people in the.boat
agrees with Amadi Fatonma. (See Ex.
No. 6 and 11.)—A deviation has been
made from the Arabic transcript in this
sentence. Had the word signified Chris-
tian, it would have been written Nesdra,
nor would any verb have been used ; the y
at the end of B’Ar is frequently used in-
stead of the short vowel Kussir ; begides
the verb is in the ptural, and is applicable
to the whole party. Had it related to the
two men ouly, it wonld have been in the

dwal number j—the wordséjg} &.—»\-J

and e if Ladly writtea,

will much rem;nble each other,

Magic of the Malays.

[(May,

(5.) This differs much (rom Amadi
Fatauwa’s Journal, (See Es. No.10),
aod can ouly be recowciled by suppogiag
that there are two places of nearly the

same name, or that it refers to Extraet -

No. 9. .

(6.) Sumug is a species of gum which
the Africaus chew, as the Asiatics do
betel.

(7.) Compare Extract No. 12.

(8.) It is possible that some part of
Lieut. Martyn®s dress led to the idea of bis
being a woman, and it 1§ not improbable
that he and Mr. Park embraced each otber
before they jumped into the river.—(S
Er, No. 13.) -

T ———
MAGIC OF THE MALAYS.

(From the Madras Gavernment Gazette.)

" PRINCIPLE 45 the spring of action. 1f
8 man’s principle be wrong, his conduct
will, in general, be so too. One of the
gveat principles that forms the character of
the Malays is the belief of magic. The
word magic | couceive best adapted here,
as it embraces all the variqus modifica-
tions of those strange things that are said
to take place. ‘T'he Malays have regylar
systems of magic, which differ in every
country, and are as numerous and va-
rious as the magic itself, whose inventive
gcnius produces them ; but those of one
place cannot make use of that of amo-
ther, except they be regularly inmitiated
into it. "Iirey believe in a great number of
evil spirits whose inflaence their magic
counteracts. These are all known by dis-
tinct names, aud have all one common
head or prince, i.e. Iblis, or the devil.
They are as follows : IbMs, Sheatah, Jin,
Fari, Dewa, Mambang, Rak-asa, Gar-
gazi, Polang, Hautu, Peenang Galan,
and Pontiavak.
" The magic of the Malays may bLe di-
vided into two kinds, wiz. prufane aund
religious, ‘T'he latier they pretend to be
certain prayers, taught by the Deity, the
recital of which vever fails to procure
particular favours. I will first give a few
examples of their profane magic : —

I. Tuju, to point.—~When a man has
fil-will against any one, he makes a ccr-
tain kind of dagger on the principles of

the mystery, and recites his prayer overit
If the man whom he wishes to injure
lives at a distance, he takes hold of the
handle of the dagger and strikes towards
that place, as if to stab his astagopiet.
The mav’s enemy Immediately becomes
sick ; blood adbeves o the point of abe
dagger, which be sucks, saying, * sp®
T am satisfied.” His enemy then becomes
speechless and dies. :

IL. Tyju Jantong.—(Jantoog is the top
of a newly opened bunch of plauvtains, in
shape like a heart). A map wishing, to
revenge himself on another, seeks a
newly opencd plantain top, and performs
the mystery under it ; then ties the plan-
tain, and haviug recited a prayer, he borns
the point, which communicates to- the
heart of his adversary, till his safferiogs
are intolerable. When he has tormented
him loug enough, be cuts the plantxin,
and the man’s heart falis down inio the
body, and he dies; the bleod coming oud
of his mouth.

[il. Twju Jindang.—T1'bis is a sort of
evil spicit, ju appearance like the silk-
worm, which people rear in a uew vesseh
and feed on roasted paddy. When a mas
wants to hurt asother, he performs the
mystery and sends the insect away, $aJ-
ing, * go and eat the heart and entrails of
such and such a one.” The insect tbf.l
fliesaway. When it fulls on the body, it
is like the touch of a bird flying agaiust 8
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persou, but nothing is seen, ouly the place reader has faith enough to believe them,
where it enters, which is generally the be will no more doubt of Mahommed’s

back of the hand or between the shoul-
ders, tarns blue. The torments which
the creature inflicts are excruciating :—it
eats out all the internal parts of the man,
and the body turus all over blue. As soon
as the man is dead, the insect yeturns to
its keeper.
1V. Pontianak.—~These are the children
born of people after death, They appear
generally in the shape of birds, sometimes
white, sometimes speckied like a magpie,
. but not s6 large; in Java they are quite
black. But they can.trensformp them-
selves, and assume the shape of other
animals, and even that of man. This
bird is dreaded more than.a tyger; in
moonlight nights it chases men walking
alone, but never women, It kills young
children and sucks their blood. One ap-
peared sometime ago in human shape, to
a maa coming from the market with some
@ish. The Pontianak formed friendship
with the man, aud went with him to his
house, assisted in cutting up the fish with
its Jong nails or claws, and after the man
went to sleep, the Pontianak killed its
kind host and went away. They have
two servants, an owl, und a species of
caterpillar, which they employ as mes-
sengers to bring information of what they
see and hear. It is almost impossible to
hurt or catch oune of them. They are.co-
vered with hair, instead of feathers. A man
was nnce fortunate enough to get A hair
of owe (how I koow not), and the Poo-
tianack brought him as much gold as he
wished, but to his great wortification,
this cunning Pontianak got his hair back,
and in an instant all his gold disappeared.

1 could add a grcat number of such
bugbears, a belicf in which keeps the
minds of the people in bondage ‘and ter-
ror; but I suppose the reader finds as.
fittle entertainment in reading of those
as I find in writing of them, I shall now

meutlon a few of the prodigies which ave .

effected by their refigions magic (I call it
religious magic on - their own principles,
‘but Tt is in reality Wusphemy.) If the

.

. aight jéurney.
L. The devil, when temptiog Eve to eat
‘0f the forbidden fruit, pretended that, by

. reciting a certain prayer which God bad

taught him, he obtained immortality.

M. Enoch prayed-one day that he might
see heaven. ‘The angel Gabriel was im-
mediately sent to shew him all tlie celes-
tial glories. When his wish was gratified,
he departed, but presently returned ;
Gabriel asking who it was that knocked,
Enoch rgplied, ¢ that hie came back for
his slippers which ke had forgutten.”
When he got in, Ire would not be put out
again, and the Lord reproved Gabriel for
attempting it.

{I1. Solomen one day prayed to the
Lord that he would bestow apon him to-
kens of favour, and badges of hovour and
glory, such as no man ever possessed be-
fore,him, nor would attain to after him.
The Lord grauted him bjs request, and
gave him a signet, upon the keeping of
which this glory depended. When he
washed, bathed himself, or attended to
any necessary business, he committed
this ring * to a concubine of his, named
Amina. One day, white the ring was in
her custody, the devil, in the shape of
Solomon, imposed upon her, and obtain-
ed the riog, by virtue of which he got to
the throne, and made many alterations in
the laws. Solomow al this while wan-
dered abogs forsaken and unknown, till
at the end of forty days the devil flew
away and threw the signet in the sea.
‘I'be ring was swallowed by a fish which
was caught and brought to Solomon, who
found the ring in its belly. Having thus
obtained the signet, he recovered the king-
dom ; took the devil, and tying a stone to
his neck, threw him into the sea of Ti-
berins. N

Sianu.

+ Solomon is represenved, or said to lie on a
golden sofs in heaven, richly decorated with all
manner of precious stones, and two angels in the
shapeof serpents, ong white aud the other black.
Many attempts have been made to steal the ring,
Lut they have all been defeated. )
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LINES WRITTEN IN THE MALAYAN ARCHIPELAGO, 1819.'
(From the Asiatic Mirror.)

THERE are some waters of Malaya's: sess
That gently heave their bosom to the breeze,
Seeming to woo the faoning of the air,
That, stormless, aighs amid the besuty threrg--
And oft those waters wurmur into ress,
Aud the still sunbeam sleeps upou their breast—
All undisturb’d, unbroken, in that sleep
Tts lustre calmly siuking to the deep.
Tiil the low coral—branching from its bed
Lifts to the gazer's eye a leafless head;
While the late viéwless rock—now glistening bright,
Steals from ‘its veiling darkness into sight.
—And there are sunny Istes—all studded roand, '
Reflected softly in tbat still profound,
Bright in their vesture of eternal green,
And shadowing but luxuriance on the scene.

" ——And there are shores—if haply Nature’s band
Could lavish Besuty o'er one lovely land,
Could bid the grandeur of ter mightiest clime, . -
HMer mountain majesty—her wild sublime,
Be linked with all the mildness that men feign, -
When themes of endless spring allure their strain—
If bat such mingled Beauty shed its power
To bless one earthly scene—one peerless bower,
*Tis here—oh, largely here—the charm were given
To make Malaya's shores a sceming Heaven.

—

FABLE FROM THE PERSIAN.

A Mousg there was, that in its idle dreams,
Supposed itself a camel on the plains ;

When it awoke, so smooth and sleek its skin,
1t thouglit so still,—to say the least, akin.

It so fell out, that travelling that road,

A loaded camel passed by its abode :

Some swall utensil from the burden fell,

Aund crush'd the mouse, oh ! horrible to tell !

Sweet are the dreams, O King, that turts out troe,
But sad the visions, which we’re forc'd to rue !4

T.
Not 1000 Miles from Ganjem, Awgust 18, 1819.

ya

* Ambitious hopes realized. 1t The reverse of the former.





