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PREFACE.

The publishers of this Souvenir have endeavoured to show in as brief a manner

as possible, the pictorial aspect of Malaya, its peoples and their activities ; and have

supplemented same by a brief description of its principal features, industries, etc., etc.

Their thanks are due to the Rev. W. T. Cherry, Ph.B., Supt., Methodist Publish-

ing House, Singapore, for his courtesy in permitting them to utilise the major portion

of the text from his " Geography of British Malay."

HOUGHTON BUTCHER (EASTERN) LTD., CAMERA HOUSE, ROBINSON

ROAD, SINGAPORE, 1924.

NATIONAL LIBRARY SINGAPORE

B03014394B



MALAYA IN MONOCHROME.

A Souvenir of the British Empire Exhibition.

The Malay Peninsula is bounded on the North by Siam ; on the East by the

China Sea; on the West and South, by the Straits of Malacca.

It extends from a little over I° N, to the Isthmus of Kra, Io° N. Its entire length

is about 700 miles, but the length of British Malaya, from the Northern boundary

of Kedah, to Singapore, is 500 miles ; and its breadth, from the Dindings to Trengganu,

200 miles. Further north, at the Isthmus of Kra, the Peninsula is only 40 miles across.

The area under British protection is about 51,000 square miles.



The climate is tropical, Singapore being 90 statute miles (76 geographical

miles) from the equator. The large expanse of sea and the prevalence of clouds, temper

the great heat, which is much less oppressive than places much further north, such as

North India. The mean temperature of the air in Singapore is about 820, Penang is

about 40 hotter, while at points inland, as Kuala Lipis, the temperature is 6° higher

than Singapore. The Rainfall in Singapore averages about 77 inches in a year. In

Penang it is less than this, and other places more, rising as high as 164 inches at Taiping.

The seasons are not so clearly marked as in India. From October until February

the north-east Monsoon blows; and from April until September the winds blow from

the south-west. Rain accompanies both these winds, being heavier during the North-

east Monsoon, and owing to the narrowness of the Peninsula there is no marked dry

and hot season, nor is there a marked wet and cool season, nor dry inland areas, as in

India.



A range of Mountains running like a backbone from north to south, forms a

boundary line between Perak, Selangor and Negri Sembilan on the west of the range,

and Kelantan and Pahang on its eastern side. It reaches its greatest height on the

eastern boundary of Perak, except for Gunong Tahn, the highest peak of all, on the

northern boundary of Pahang. These mountains extend on the west side most of the

way across the State of Perak, and northward along the Kedah boundary; and half-

way across Selangor and Negri Sembilan. The north-eastern portion of Pahang is

also quite mountainous, but as one approaches Malacca and Johore the hills become

less numerous and lower.





The rivers of the Peninsula are all shallow with numerous rapids in the higher

reaches, making it impossible for large steamers to proceed more than a very few miles

inland, even along the largest streams. In addition, many of the rivers, especially

on the east coast, have bars at their mouths, which prevent even smaller steamships

from entering except at high tide and in good weather.

In addition to the Island Harbours of Singapore and Penang, there is only one

harbour on the mainland in which ocean-going steamers are accommodated, Port

Swettenham. There is also a fine natural harbour at Lumut, in the Dindings, but it

is not connected by railway with the interior, and is only used by small coasting vessels.



9245.Seremban from Rest House.



In connection with Penang harbour, Prai (on the mainland opposite Penang) is an

extensive railway terminal port, berthing ocean steamers. There are several Ports

where small steamers call, on the West Coast: Malacca, Port Dickson, Telok Anson,

Lumut, and Port Weld. On the East Coast: the mouths of the Pahang, Kuantan,

Trengganu, and Kelantan Rivers.

On the East Coast, for eight months of the year the sea is calm, and cargo is

readily discharged ; but during the north-east monsoon, this can be done only with

great difficulty.

Malaya is one of the most verdant and fertile lands of the world. The hot,

moist climate and rich soil promote the growth of countless varieties of vegetation.



416. Sakai near the Gunong Batu Puteh



Great forests and dense jungles extend in every direction, except where plantations

have taken their place. Over 150 species of palm trees, and 970 of orchids, are found

here. Of fruit trees, we have the coconut, durian, mangosteen, banana, papaya,

betel nut, nutmeg and others.

Other products of the soil are :—Rubber, Gutta-percha, various fibres, pine-

apples, bamboo, rattan, attaps (from the fronds of the nipah-palm), gambier, pepper,

tapioca, rice, etc. Tobacco, tea, coffee and sugar-cane are grown, but not so generally

as in nearby countries.

The Fauna of Malaya is the richest in the world, both in number and variety

of its species, and is hardly surpassed in the beauty of its forms (gay birds, wonderful

butterflies, shells and corals).



8113. Water Buffalo.



Of man-like Apes, three or four species of Gibbon occur on the Peninsula, the

largest of them the Siamang, whilst the neighbouring islands of Borneo and Sumatra

harbour the Orang-Outang. The more common Monkeys are the Lotong, Brok and

Kra. Shrews and Bats are well represented, the largest of the latter being the Flying

Fox. There are many carnivores, like the Tiger and other Cats, Wild Dogs, Civets,

including the Musang ; Otters and Bears. The hoofed animals include big game like

the Elephant, Rhinoceros, Tapir, Seladang, Deer and Wild Pig, but also smaller forms

like the Muntjac or Barking Deer, and the smallest of the hoofed animals the Mouse-deer.

Very curious are the Toothless Mammals, the Scaly Ant-eater, allied to the Arma-

dillo of South America. The sea harbours the giant of Mammals, the Whale, and smaller

forms like the Duyong, Porpoise and Dolphins.



9222. Bamboo Raft



There are over 600 varieties of Birds, which include the gorgeous Argus Pheasant,

Pigeons, all sorts of Swimming and Wading Birds, Climbing Birds like the Parroquets,

Cuckoos, Woodpeckers and Hornbills, together with innumerable Perching Birds as

King Fishers, Bee-eaters, Swifts, some of them producing the edible birds nests, Pittas,

Swallows, Wagtails, Bulbuls, Crows, Orioles, Sun-birds, Weavers, Starlings and others.

The Birds of Prey are represented by Hawks, Eagles, Ospreys and Owls, whilst in the

northern parts of the Peninsula, Vultures are common.

The Reptiles and Amphibians are nowhere in the world more numerous than

here. There are the Turtles and Tortoises with the Green or Edible Turtle, and the

Hawkbill which furnish the valuable " Tortoise-shell" of commerce. Crocodiles are

commonly seen in the estuaries and mangrove swamps, and the rarer Gavial, dis-

tinguished by its long and narrow snout. There are innumerable Lizards and Geckos,

and over 100 species of snakes, including the Python, Black Cobra and Hamadryad.



9113 River Scene, Perak



The principal venomous snakes are the Cobra, the Hamadryad, the Krait, Vipers,

and all Sea Snakes.

The Fishes offer an endless variety in size, shape and colour. They include some

of the largest forms, like the Shark, and the Devil-fish or Ox Ray; whilst all sorts

of Shell-fish abound in the waters around here.

Merely to enumerate the Insects and their allies would fill a good-sized book.

Ants ranging in size from a mite to an inch and a half long ; Bees, Hornets and Wasps

in countless varieties. There are Flies and Mosquitoes, including the deadly Anopheles,

the carrier of Malaria; and an endless variety of Butterflies and Moths, the largest

being the Atlas Moth with a wing span of over 8 inches. There are gigantic Beetles

and the destructive Coconut Weevil; Dragonflies, and their allies, Termites or White

Ants, which devour almost everything that is not of stone or metal. There are Cock-

roaches, Grasshoppers and wonderful Stick and Leaf Insects, many of which resemble

dry sticks, dead and living leaves. Bugs, Fireflies, Cicadas, Millipedes, Centipedes,

Spiders and Scorpions help to make Malaya a collectors' paradise.





The Peninsula is not densely populated, there being only 3,358,000 inhabitants

throughout its entire area, Siam excluded, which may be classified as :—

I.—The Native Races, in which we include :—

The Semang and Sakai tribes. The Negrito tribe of Semangs are the aborigines

of the Peninsula, and are similar to the aborigines of the Philippines and the Andaman

Islands. The straight-haired Sakais came later from Indo-China and never reached

Sumatra or the Archipelago. Except in Selangor where a few Sakais are found near

the coast, these tribes pass a wild nomadic life in the dense jungles of the interior.

living on wild fruits and whatever animals they kill with their primitive weapons.



519.   Penang Hill Railway, Second



In the south of Pahang, in Negri Sembilan and Johore are found Jakuns, a non-

Mohammedan aboriginal people, who inhabit also Bengkalis and the Islands around

Singapore, where they are known as Orang-Laut. Some authorities believe they may

be a stray folk left along the east coast of the Peninsula, when the original Malay

race migrated from Indo-China centuries ago down to Sumatra, and first became known

to history as Orang Melayu.

The modern Malays of the Peninsula came from Sumatra, where were the earliest

historical centres of Malay civilisation, namely the valley of the Palembang River

in the south, and the Menangkabau country in central Sumatra, on the upper waters



7226. Malay Fishing Village.



of the Siak, Kampar, and Indragiri Rivers. The Malays from Southern Sumatra settled

at Singapore, but were scattered by the Javanese expedition in the fourtheenth century

and established an important trading centre at Malacca, which had regular intercourse

not only with Acheen, Pasai, and other towns on the Sumatra coast which were under

Malay rule, but also with China, India and the Kingdoms of Indo-China.

II.—Alien Races, of which the most important are the following :

Europeans. In addition to the British people, who hold the reins of government,

and whose officials are found wherever administrative duties demand their presence,

the rich commerce of the country attracts men of many nationalities—Dutch, French,
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Italians, etc. Outside of the larger cities and towns Europeans are found singly or in

small numbers, on estates, in government positions, etc. In Singapore there is a

European community of over 5,000 persons, and smaller communities in Penang, Kuala,

Lumpur, Ipoh, etc.

The Chinese are much the most numerous aliens. In Singapore three-quarters

of the population are Chinese, and they are found in large numbers all over the Peninsula,

penetrating even into the jungles. Many of the largest mines, estates, steamship

lines, and city properties are owned by Chinese. They constitute the majority of the

merchants, students, and travelling public, and numbers of them are found in positions

of influence, and some in the learned professions. Many of the Chinese become British

subjects.
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The Indians are next in numbers and importance to the Chinese, notably the

Tamils. They are found chiefly in agricultural work on the plantations, and also in

large numbers as clerks, merchants and some as professional men.

RAILWAYS.—The first line to be built in the Malay Peninsula was the Taiping-

Port Weld line, 8 miles long, opened in 1885.

There are now 1022 miles of metre gauge line open to traffic and the entire

system is under the control of the Federated Malay States Railways.

The main line runs from Singapore to Prai on the mainland opposite Penang ;

but from Bukit Mertajam, just before reaching Penang, the line is extended northward

through Kedah and Perlis into Siam, where it connects with the Siamese State Railway.

It is thus possible to travel by rail from Singapore to Bangkok, the journey being

done in 58 hours.



Malay Women Fish



Branch lines on the West Coast run to :—Malacca, Port Dickson, Port Swetten-

ham, Kuala Selangor, Batu Caves, Salak South Junction, Ampang, Batang Berjuntai

serving the Batu Arang Coalfields, Telok Anson, Tronoh and Port Weld.

The East Coast Railway leaves the main line at Gemas, on the northern boundary

of Johore, and passes through Negri Sembilan and Pahang into Kelantan. When

completed it will be possible to travel by this route also from Singapore to Siam. At

present the East Coast Railway is open as far as Bukit Kota in Pahang. Branch lines

on this section are :—Bahau to Kuala Pilah (Negri Sembilan), Tumpat to River Side

(Kelantan), Kota Bharu to the Siamese frontier at Sungei Golok.

At Prai on the main line passengers have to cross to Penang by passenger launches,

and there is also a Railway ferry service across the Kelantan river at Kota Bharu.



727. Malay using Casting Net  3rd Position



Trains now cross from Singapore to the mainland over the Causeway across the Straits

of Johore, which was opened to traffic on October 1st, 1923.

Magnificent roads run throughout British Malaya, and are the admiration

of all visitors. On these highways large numbers of motor cars ply for hire, connecting

the towns with the outlying jungle villages. On the Pahang trunk road, leading from

Kula Kubu through the Semangko Pass to Kuala Lipis, magnificent panorama views

of the country are to be seen on either side.

PRODUCTS.—The Malay Peninsula excels not so much as a manufacturing country,

but as an agricultural and mining area. Foremost amongst its industries is the cul-

tivation of Para Rubber.



4782. Sakai Tribe, Ulu Batang, Perak.



In 1877, twenty-two plants were sent from England to the Botanical Gardens

at Singapore. From this small and recent beginning, over two million acres have been

planted, and Malaya is now the leading producer of plantation rubber in the world.

Rubber trees become mature when five years old. They are then " tapped "

by cutting a slight groove in the bark, from which a white juice, like milk in appearance,

called " latex," flows slowly from the cut into a cup placed below for the purpose.

This is usually done in the early morning, and after about two hours the " latex H ceases

to flow. The " latex " is then emptied into pails, and taken to the factory, where

it is allowed to stand for several hours in order to coagulate. It is then similar to dough

both in appearance and consistency, and is passed between the rollers of a machine,

that squeezes the water out of it, after which it is hung up in sheets to dry. The sheet

rubber is then hung in the " smoke-house " for further treatment, and when thoroughly

smoked and dry it is shipped to the consumers in Europe and America.



522. Kuala Lumpur, Station and F.M.S. Railway Offices.



The Tin ore is found on, or very near, the surface—it is seldom necessary to

go deeper than from 50 to 100 feet. This method of mining is called the " open-cast "

system. It is the commonest, but not the only method in use. To separate the tin-ore

from the earth, the miners place the tin-bearing earth in long boxes or troughs, a little

low at one end; and through the box water is kept running to carry off the earth,

while the tin-ore, being heavier, remains in the box. Other methods are :—the

f' hydraulic," where hills are washed down by jets of water from cannon-like tubes ;

" dredging," where a large machine like a steamship in appearance, recovers ore from

swampy ground, as at Taiping, Raub, and in Kinta ; " lode mining," by deep under-

ground shafts, as at Tronoh.



9150 South Bridge Road, Singapore.



TIN SMELTING.—Tin-ore, after passing through the above process, contains about

72 per cent, of tin, which is recovered by " smelting." There are large smelting works

at Pulau Brani (Singapore) and Butterworth, and smaller works elsewhere. In these

the ore is passed through great fires by which the tin is melted and cast into blocks

of bright metal. These are shipped out of the country to be made into tin plates.

The largest importer of tin is the United States of America.

Wolfram is a source from which is obtained the metal tungsten. This metal

is used for making the very fine wires in electric lamps and also for making alloys of

steel. These alloys of steel are extremely hard, and are used for making cutting tools

and for armour plate and ordnance. Wolfram is also a source of various salts of



9138. Government Offices, Ipoh.



tungsten which are used by dyers, and for hardening plaster of paris, and rendering

textiles uninflammable. During the war great quantities of wolfram were used by the

munition works, but the demand is now greatly reduced.

Gold is found in Pahang, Kelantan, and Perak, but up-to-date has not been

worked to any great extent.

Coal is mined at Rawang, in Selangor, and the output is increasing from year

to year, in 1921, the output was 300,000 tons.

A really excellent quality of China Clay is found at Gopeng, and has introduced

a new industry to the country. It is used extensively in the manufacture of paper,

cloth, firebricks, and pottery of all kinds.



     318. Boring for Tin, Kinta Valley.



COCONUT CULTIVATION.—The coconut tree can be put to more uses than any other

tree. The nut is used in many ways for food, especially in making curry. The oil

expressed from the nut is freely used by Asiatics for food, for the toilet, and for lamps.

The water (or " milk ") within the nut makes a refreshing drink. Copra, which is the

dried nut, is shipped to Europe in immense quantities to be used in making soap. The

head of the palm (umbut) is eaten as a vegetable, and used for making pickles and curry.

The sap, when boiled, produces a delicious sugar (gula Malaka). The fronds make

a picket fence ; the trunk makes a bridge, a drain, or a sea-wall; the inner shell serves

as a latex or drinking cup, and the outer shell yields coir, from which mats and rope

are made, or it can be used for fuel. And various ornaments can be carved from the

shell.



  3142 Open Cast Mine, Tin Ore being carried to the surface by Trucking.



Copra is the commonest form in which the coconut is exported. A spear is

stuck into the ground, and on this by a dexterous movement the outer shell or husk

is pierced and removed. The inner shell is then split open and the split nuts are spread

out in the sun to dry. As they dry, the copra separates from the shell.

The extent of the coconut industry is shown by the fact that in the Federated

Malay States in 1922, the number of acres planted in rubber was 1,178,000 ; in rice,

199,000 ; in coconuts, 170,000.

Rice, which in English has only one name, has several in Malay ; while growing

in the fields, or as a grain not yet hulled, it is called padi; after it is hulled, bras ;

cooked for food, nasi, bubor, pulut, etc.
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While tin and rubber are produced to sell, coconuts and rice are indispensable

articles of food as well as valuable for export. The greatest padi growing area is the

Krian District of Perak. There, Government has constructed extensive Irrigation

Works, by which the waters of the Kurau and Merah Rivers are stored in a reservoir

covering ten square miles, located near Bukit Merah on the railway above Taiping.

When rain is scarce, this water is permitted to flow on to the padi fields. Other rice-

growing areas are Province Wellesley and Malacca.

The seeds are planted in " nurseries," and while these are growing, the fields

are cleared of weeds and last year's stubble. These are gathered together and burned,

or ploughed in as manure. There are ridges (batas) that separate the fields one from

another for rice fields must be kept under water while the rice is growing, and the flow

of water is regulated by these ridges. The young rice plants are taken from the nursery

and planted in the fields. The crop matures in six months, when the standmg grain

is cut with a sickle.



713. Malay Raft Houses.



The rice grown for local consumption is for the most part stored as padi in small

native granaries (lengkiang) and when hulled rice (bras) is required, it is pounded by

the women in a mortar (lesong) with long pestles (antan) two or three persons pounding

in the same mortar and keeping perfect time. In many places there are large mills

where rice is hulled by machinery, and in some places rice is pounded by foot power.

Tapioca is a starch food, which is manufactured from the roots of a plant of the

same name, in Malay ubi kayu. The roots are crushed by machinery and the pulp

is left in pits till the woody matter rots and can be washed out, after which the starch

is refined and made into small pellets, the refuse being used for feeding pigs.

Sago.—The sago palm produces a starch food very similar to tapioca, which

is manufactured by a similar process. The sago starch, however, is obtained from the

soft interior of the stem of the tree, which when 6 or 7 years old is felled and split

open in order that the starchy matter may be scraped out, being afterwards soaked to

rot the woody fibre, as in the case of tapioca.



4110.                    Sakai bringing in Damar to Forest Collecting Station, Ulujelebu



Gambier is a shrub, growing from six to eight feet high, the leaves of which are

trimmed off from time to time. By boiling these in huge cauldrons, a brownish gum

is extracted which is used principally in tanning leather.

Coffee is made from the kernels of the berries of the coffee tree, of which several

varieties are grown on the Malay Peninsula. Large areas formerly planted with coffee

have been given up to rubber, the coffee trees having been destroyed, but there is still

a fair area of coffee on estates, mostly interplanted with rubber or coconuts ; and many

trees are to be found on native holdings. The tree grows from 6 feet to 20 feet high,

and has a beautiful sweet-scented white flower. The berries are the size of a marble,

and after being gathered must be very carefully dried in the sun. To prepare coffee

the kernels are roasted and then ground.





Vast areas of the Country are still under Virgin Jungle, in which large quantities

of valuable timbers are grown, and below is shown a list of the most useful varieties :—

Balau, bintangor, camphor (kapur), chengai, damar laut, ebony (kayu arang),

kemuning, kranji, mangrove (bakau or api-api), meranti, merbau, russock (resak),

sandalwood (chendana), sappan wood (sepang), seraya, tempinis, teak (jati), tembusu,

kuli ; and in Borneo, iron-wood (bilian). Canes and Rattans are also found in all

the jungles, and are used very largely for making chairs, tables and other household

articles.

ENGINEERING.—Large and up-to-date Engineering workshops are found in

Singapore, Penang, Kuala Lumpur and other important centres, which are engaged

in erecting, repairing and upkeeping machinery made abroad. There is very little

of the machinery made entirely in this country.



4128. Sakai Tribe, Ulu Batang Pahang.



Ship repairing on a large scale is done at Singapore, and the largest steamships

may be dry-docked there. The King's Dock, opened in 1913, is 894 feet long, 100 feet

wide, and 34 feet deep, making it the largest graving dock East of Suez and one of the

largest anywhere.

NATIVE CRAFTS.—Less extensive, but more interesting because they belong to

the country itself, are some of the native industries.

BASKET-MAKING.—In Malacca, a very beautiful kind of basket is made, by an

extremely difficult process of weaving known as anyam gila. When the baskets are

made in a series of increasing sizes, each of which fits into the next larger size, they are

called rombong.

METAL WARE.—Trengganu is celebrated for its brass utensils, weapons and knives.

The process of making brass ware is a carefully guarded secret.



4114 Sakai of the Ulu Temerloh Pahang.



WEAVING.—The women of Pahang, Trengganu and Kelantan make beautiful silk

and cotton sarongs.

Gold and Silver Smiths find plenty to do, as the native women are fond of

jewellery, and it is a common custom to invest one's money in jewellery instead of putting

it into the Bank.

The Fishing Industry employs over 50,000 persons, and immense quantities of

dried fish are marketed.

PHOTOGRAPHS OF MALAYA.

A special collection of over 600 various subjects have been prepared for the

British Empire Exhibition, depicting the scenery of Malaya, its various industries,

native-life, Arts and Crafts, Flora and Fauna, Big Game, Aborigines, etc., and have

been produced in Post-card form. They may be obtained at the Malaya Pavilion;

Malay States Information Agency, Cannon Street, London, or from the publishers :—

Houghton Butcher (Eastern) Ltd., Singapore.
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