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ct of u Letter from the Ship Nearchus.

e Nearchus sailed from Huasco
» coast of South America on the 26th
ry, bound to Calcutta, and the same
at 9 o’'clock, when distant from the
hirty-five miles, felt a violent shock
i carthquake, which lasted nearly
ninutes.  From thence had a plea-
mssage of 88 days to the China Sea,
iude 12 44 North, and itude
10 East. There we suddenly lost the
. wind, which was mecani-d by a
of several days, and light airs from
E. This appeared to indicate the
of the N. E. monsoon, and baving
srovisions for a direct to Cal.

put into Manilla for a supply,
| we obtained, and sailed again on
2th May, intending to take the pas-
)y the way of Sooloo and Macassar
s. On the 24th of the saine month,
ere off the islands of Bassulan and
anan, and were there becalmed three

On the 27th at day-light in the
ng, obeerved a fleet ofy Malay prows,
number, full of men, bearing down
e ship; made ration to
e them ; they however did not attack
ut lay to, a short distance astern,

g out of every little ereek and bay.
as evidently plain to every one on
, they intended an attack, and only
1 for night or reinforcements which
every minufe joining them. We

-standing to the n

were by no mesns prepared (o make a very
formidablg resistance nst such Rum-
bers, whea Ffortunately, just as they were
beginning w0 make sail and pull owards
us, a breeze sprang up which enabled us
to get out of their reach, Mough not out
of their sight, till the following day. In
o ry some
other passage, on the 3d June, being then
off the Island Negros, our force end
mizen sky-sail masts were ctruck with
lightuing, sbatlering and tewring all in i

. descont down to the deck, s0 as to render

them useless ; reduced to this state of dis-
tress, we wese obliged to returm to Ma-
nilla to put the ship in a fit state to prose-
cute the voyage. Herc we met with con-
siderable detention, and did not seil from
Manilla Bay tll the 23d of August. The
8. W. monsoon being then st its beigit
an eastern passage by the way of St DBar-
radeno, '\Dampier and Timor Straits Fur-
ther prolonged our vovage. In the north
part of Dampier’s Straits spoke two Lon-
don whalers, eight montbs out, the Emily
and Cape Pociket, all weil.





