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¢ Resolved,—That as there is
reason to believe that many gen-
tlemen residing at the several Sta-
tions in the interior, would be
glad to avail themselves of the op-
portunity of uniting with the Bri-
tish Inhabitants of Caloutta, in
testifying their sentiments of re-
gard and esteem for Mr. Adam—
an opportunity be afforded to them
-of having their signatures affixed
to the Address, by signifying their
wish to that effect to the Chair-
man,

J. P. LARKINS,.

TowN HaALL ; Chairman.”
Calcutta, 24 May, 1825.

The thanks of the Meeting hav-
ing been given to the Chairman,
the meeting was dissolved.

Malay Peninsula.—This portion
of India since the conclusion of
the late convention with the Ne-
therland Government may be said
tobe virtually under the protec-
tion of our nation and it therefore
assumes in respect to us a degree
of importanee which belon, to
it in no former period. Viewing
it in this light, we proceed with-
out hesitation to offer a brief sta-
tistic notiee of it.

phically considered the
Peninsula of Malacca ought to be
described as including the whole
of the parrow land lying south of
a line drawn from the head of the
Gulf of Siam to the Eastern shore
of the bay of Bengal, or from be-
tween the 13th and 14th degrees
of North Latitude to very near the
1st degree that is to Cape Roma-

nia the Southern extremity of the:

continent of Asia. Its civil and
political extent, however, is much
narrower, including only what is
in the occupation of the Malayan
nation and which goes no further
porth than the 7th degree of Lati-
tude. Itsextreme length may be
reckoned about 4563 geographical
miles and its extreme broadth
which is about the middle, about
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150, bat which at its northern ex-
tremity is little more than half
that amount, and at its southern
is as little as 40 miles. It oop-
tains an area, of about 48,000
nare miles, being therefore samo
what less than Java which is es-
timated at 50,000, The Malayan
Peninsula- may generally be de-
scribed as a mountainous and hilly
region, destituteof extensive vallies -
or plains. A range of primitive
mountains low towards the south-
emn extremity, but towards the
north rising in several situations
to the height of 5 and 6000 feet
may be said to run along its whole
length. Down to the 3d degree
of N. Latitude the geological form-
ations is wuniversally, as far as
observatien has extended, primi-
tive, consisting in some situations
of quartz byt more generally of an
old and highly crystalized granite:
After this, the mine: | fea-
tures become more diversified, and
independant of the primitive form-
ation, we have the following
gia'nial ones resting upon it—at
alacca, clay shot iron ore—at
Pulo Pisang, common jasper—at
the Carimons, horn stone with the
ite occasionally protruding—
at Singapore, and all the small is-
lands around it sand-stone. The
granite again appears at Johore
and Romania, and between thern
there is found porphyry. At Pa-
hang we have quartz rock and
the same again. at Tringano. The
only metals yet discovered with
the exception of iron, of which no
good ores have been found, are
gold and tin, but the extent to
which these two are disseminated

-compensates for the absence of the

rest, for they are not only found
fromt Johore to the further north.
ern limits of the Peninsula but

ing these, are to be found on
the Eastern shore as far as the
13th degree of north latitude, and
on the western at least as far as
the 14th. This is the most exten-
sive tin formation in the world,
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those of England and Germany

being mere spots in comparison.
Narrow mountains, destitute of
Plains and great rivers, the Malay-
an Peninsula cannot be described
either in point of soil or physical
aspect as a favored region. It has
mordinily undergone surprising-
Iy little ¢
try of man, because it has afforded
little excitement or assistance to
his rade and party efforts and con-
tains so few monuments of civili-
zation that its history cannot by
any species of evidence he carried
back beyond a few centuries. Thus
it exhibits in regard to man at
least the same character of infan-
cy and recent settlement which its
first discoverers observed in re-
to America, The greater
part of the country is covered with
primeval forests, among which the
seats of the different states and
principalities appear as scattered
and inconsiderable patches of cul-
tivation, usually at the mouths
of rivers. were the people draw

- & large share of their subsistence

from their fisheries.

The Peninsula is occupied by
three distinct native races, the
Malayan colonists—a brown race
of savages, and a negro race. The
negroes are few in number-—perfect
savages and of little oconsiderati-
on, except as an object of cu-
rioaitm the Philologist and Phi-
losophers. One of this raoce-is
now at the settlement under the
tuition of the Rev. Mr. Thompson,
and in comparison to youths of
the Malay and other races exhi-
bits no marks of inferior ca‘{wity
The brown savages called the Ja-
kong and the Benua are wild races
of men living in the deep forests of
the interior of the Peninsula, being
spread over the territories of Ma-
lacca—Rambo, and Johore. They
exist principally in the hunter
$tate, some of the least uncivilized

ractjsing a little rude agriculture.
q\heir rsons are nearly naked,
and their Imbitations extremely
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rude. A death happening in a
tribe is always. the signal for aban-
doning the spot for a new dwelling.
They appear to practice no cruel
rites, and in their manners to be
altogether extremely inoffensive.
What renders this wild people most
remarkable, is their differing totally
in language and physical form
from the negro races which inha-
bit the interior of the more north-
ern parts of the Peninsula. They
are in fact Malays in the savage
state. Doctor Leyden who visited
thom in 1811 on our way to the
conquest of Java could discover in
their language but seven and
twenty words which differed from
common Malay, and on examina-
tion of the specimens he gives, we
find, that at least six or seven are
extremely doubtful, while two or
three appear original Malay words
for which sanscrit ones have been
substituted in the modern dialect.

The Malayan race, the origin of
which has been satisfactorily trac-
ed to Sumatra, and whose settie-
ment is of about six centuries date,
is gmntz superior to these in point
of civilization, probably in their
way assuperior as the French and
English are to the Laplanders.
They may be stated to form at pre-
sent seven or even eight states, or
principalitiu, of each of which the

ollowing is & brief notice.

The furthest to the North on the
South Western coast is Queda.
The principality of Queda is aboat
100 phical mile in 1
from North to South, Its th
is unequal and every where incon-

. siderable for the utmost width of

this portion of the Pininsula itself
is but 100 miles, and this it divides
every whero with Patany, a chain
of high mountains running North
and South dividing the breadth of
the Peninsula between them. The
boundary to the North between
Queda and Siam is Langgu in lati-
tude 6°50, and the boundary be-
tween it and Perak, Kurao, about
the latitade of 60°. Besideg the
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territory on the main, several large
islands belong to this state. ‘The
principal of these is Lang-kawi,
which is 25 miles long, and which
bas a considerable share of cultare
and population. Trutao the next
in sizeis 15 miles in length, and
has a small population. The cha-
racter of this territory in general is
that of being extremely woody,
marshy, and mountainous. From
Langgu to Kurao inclusive, for
both these give names to rivers,
there are counted not less than six
and. thirty streams. Six of these
are of very considerable size, and
of use both to commerce and agri-
culture. In the range of moun-
tains in the interior there are many
of great height, and Jarai, ade.
tached mountain near the Western
coast is supposed to be 6000 feet
high. Although the country is lit-
tle cultivated it does not seem to be
destitute of fertility, and its capa-
city of prodaction is satisfactorily
shewn in its power of sapplying
the principal consumption of Pe-
nang now superior in amount to,
the whole of its own original popu-
lation. The country before the late
Siamese invasion was supposed to
contain from 40 to 60,000 inhabi-
tants,divided into 105 petty parishes
originally of 44 families each, hav-
ing a parish mosque. If we can
rely upon the information of Com-
modore Beaulieu who visited this
country in 1625, it must have con-
tained seven years before his visita
population of 60,000 souls, for he
tells us that an epidemic which
raged about that time carried off
40,000 or two thirds of the whole
number. Against this opinion how-
ever it ought to be observed that at
whatever period it was divided into
Mokins and families as now, it
could not have contained more than
one half its present population
whichis the number that 106 Mokins
of 44familieseach would giveallow-
ing 5 inhabitants to each family.
he imiifenono inhabitants of the
territory of Queda consists of four-
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classes, namely — Malays — Sam-
sams—Siamese and Samangs, but
chiefly of the two former. By Sam-
sams are meant people of the Sia-
mese race who have adopted the
Mahomedan religion, and who
speak a language which is a mixed
jargon of the languages of the two
people. The revenue of the petty
chief of this country amounted be-
fore the Siameso occupation to a-
bout 42,000 dollars a year. The
country from the earliest know-
ledge of Europeans has been a tri-
butary or vassal state of Siam,
and besides contributing in war to
the assistance of the paramount
state in men, arms, and provisions
by immemorial usage the king of
Queda sends to Siam in common
with other Malayan Princes, a
triennial token of sabmission in
the form of a little tree of gold
which hence comes to be applied by
the Malays of those parts to any
tribute whatever. About the be-
ginning of the 17th ¢entury Queda
was conquered by Achin, which
held it for some years in a state of
temporary vassalage. Three years
ago it was overrun and'subdued by
the Siamese who still hold posses-
sion of it. It is hardly necessary
to mention that P.W. Island with
& narrow strip of territory on the
opposite shore formed portions of
this principality. Of these we shall
say nothing at present as we may
have another opportunity of de-
scribing them at large. The prin-
cipal Town of this printipality call-
ed also Queda or more correctly
Kadabh, is in the Lat. of 6° 5 North
on the right bank and near the
mouth of an inconsiderable river.
The place has a small brick fort.
A few miles farther aup the stream
is Aluster, a more populous place,
and a favorite residence of the
Princes.

Perak the next state to Queda to
the South extends about 75 miles
along the cqast, and in breadth di-
vides the widest part of the Penin:
sula with Trioganu, It contains
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105 mokims or preity parishes, and
is said to contain as oonsiderable a
population as that of Queda, if not
a greater one, Perak contains the
most productive Tin mines of any
part of the Western Peninsula
yielding it is believed not less than
3000 piculs annually. Perak had

‘been for at least a century anda .

half under the commercial con-
troul of the Dutch, who had a Fac-
tory at the Town, and at one time
a small fort on the fine harbour
formed between the Dinding Islands
and the main. This last place of
which the ruins still exist is well
described by the great navigator
Dampier in his usual naive.and

phic manncr. Perak like Queda
is a tributary of Siam, and prov-
ing refractory about five years ago,
was reduced to obedience through
the instrumentality of the latter.
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of Piracy — man-stealing, man-
slaughter and similar Peccadillos
of the code of Malayan morals.—
Singapore Chronicle, Marchk 17.

OFFICIAL.
Political Department, May 13,1825.
The following Copy of a Des-
patch from Brigadier General Sir
ARrcHiBaLD CanpBeLL, K. C. B.
and K. C. T. S. is published for
al information.
0 GEORGE SwWINTON, Esq.
Secretary to the Government in the
Secret and Political Department,
&ec.&e.&c

IR,

I had the honor of addressing

you on the 2d Instant from Dona-

bew, announcing the occupation

of that important place by the
troops under my command.

The Town is situated a considera- It being of the utmost import-
ble way up one of the largest and ance that I should again appear on
most navigable rivers of the Pen- my former line of march on the
insuala. Eastern bank of the Irrawuddy;
The principality of Salengore, left Donabew on the night of the
correctly Salangor, comes next to 3d, and arrived with an advanced
Perak, the boundary between them ® guard, consisting of H. M’s 38th
being in the Latitude of 3° 50. It and 47th Regiments, opposite to
extends about 120 miles along the this place, on the 7th Instant, and
shore, and inland is separated by by the exertions of the Boats of
mountains from Tringano and Pa- His Majesty’s Navy under Lieute-
bang. This is the least considera- nant Smith of His,ilajesty’s Ship
ble of the Malayan states in re- Alligator, sent on by Captain
sources and population, but has Alexander to superintend the pas-
Jately begun to attract some local sage of the river, I had these two
interest in this quarter from the Corps crossed over to Sarrawah.
fertile tin mines which have been In the course of the day the rest of
recently opened within it. These the force has sinocebeenarrivingand
which are worked by Chinese are crossing in suecession, and I trast
situated at two places called Lukut by the day after to-morrow the
and Kalang not far to the north of whole will be over.
Cape Rachado, and close upon the  The Enemy’s late large force
Dutch now the British frontier. stationed at Donabew, continues
Their annual produce is saidto be dispersing in small bands all over
3000 piculs. The Government of the Country ; the death of Maha
Salangore for the last half century Bundoola, as already stated, ap-
at least has been in the hands of a pears by the concarring testimony
colony of Bugis from Celebes, but of theflying enemy, and local au-
the mass of the population is Ma- thorities most fully confirmed.
layam. Of all the Malayan states Notwithstanding the severe du-
on the Peninsula, it labours under ties the force has lately had to per-
the heaviest Mala Fama on the soore form, its state of health, I am hap-






