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NARRAT!VE OF THE WAR BETWEEN THB PADREES AND
. THE BATAVIAN GOVERNMENT.

( Translated from the Batavian Courants.)

Boox after the return of the settlements
on the west coast of Sumatra to the Nether-
Jands’ jurisdiction in 1819, several com-
plainis were preferred by the Chiefs of
Puadung against s part of the inbabitants,
who were known to be religious enthu-
slasts, for oppressing their more pesceable
neighbours under the pretext of convert-
jng them to their faith.

‘Thege complaints wmcopmug,ths
some of the Chiefs of Menangkabso were
deputed to the Resident at Padang, with
whous they entered into a treaty, by which
their lands were transferred to the Nether-
Jamds’ Gevernment, on cendition of being
mdﬁmtheirmrbnlmtnaghbouu
the Pedress.

‘The occupation of some of these dis-
trices naturally followed the treaty, but the
Chiefs of the Padrees yet remained un-
subdyed.

©On the contrary, the resistance they
made was such as to render it necessary to
send & military force against one of their
campongs (Sacle Ayer), in the neighbour.
hoed of the Netherlands’ settlement of
Samawang, and on the S0th April 1821
they wers accordingly driven out of Sacle
Ayer, but not without considerable diffi-
culty. Since that time the Padang terri-
tories have been in a disturbed state ; and
on the S0th September of the same year
(1831), the Padrees had even the audacity
to sttack Samawang, but they were re-
pulbsed with Joss.

This circumstauce, as well as the
troaty entered into with the Menangkabso
Chiefs, made it necessary to consider
the best means of subduing the refractory
Padrees 3 and it was consequently resolved
wpoa te luguunt the military force st
Puadang, in order to compel the Padrecs,
either by negociation or force, to submit
0 the Netherlands’ Government, or other«
wiee to quit the territory altogether.’

The chief command of this.force de-
volved on Lisut. Col. Raaff, who, arriving
ot Padang in Derember 1821, immediate-
ly proceeded with his treops to the upper
provinces  and an the Chiefs of the Padrees
wobrld not liten to the propedals made to
them, Bostilities commenced forthwith in

February 1893, when (e P«!mo were
froquently defented.

In the commiencement of March the
enemy had collected to the number of
about 20,000 men in the district of Sema-
wang.

’l‘henguhruoopa,undadnmund
of the Lieutenant Colonel amounted %o
sbout 500 men, to which were added
18,000 Malays, with their tributary chieft.
- The result of the engagements in those
days wes, that the Padrees were driven
from all their posts, and the ocoupstion:
by our troops of Pagger-Oodong and.
Menangkabao. The first is of some impor-
tance, as having been once the capital of
the kingdom of Menangkabeo.

-Towangko Passaman, the commander-
in-chief of the Padrees, wes present at
all the actions, and shut himeslf up in &
fortification (Linto).

New sttempts to enter Into negociations
having proved fruitless, the Licutenant
Colonel resolved to proceed against Linto;
but the smallness of his European force,
as well as other difficulties, induced him
to alter his resolution after having made a
few attempts, and to direct his attention
in the mean time to the providing and

ing of the conquered places, as
well as to the proper regulations_for their
internal governmeat, with the coneent of
the Resident of Padang and the native
chiefs who were with him.

In the mean time the Commandant of
the expedition communicated his measures
to Batavia, with a request for reinforce~
ments and a supply of ammunition, which
arrived at Sumatra in July, while Lieut.
Col. Raaff had withstood several attacks
made on him without effect. This rein-
farcement enabled him once more to act
on the offensive, and more places wers
taken without any resistance being offered ;
among others, Rotta Lawas, the inbabi-
tants, of which effectually disarmed them-
selves and requested to be taken into sub-
miscion, which was readily granted.

It appeared that before making ap
sttempt on Linto, it would be mecessary
to secure the districts of Agam and the
fifty kouas (in the former is situated the
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Benting Kapeo, from which a strong de-
fence was expected). Onthe 14th July a
detachment officered by Lieut. de Siezer,
Capt, Goffinet, Capt. Brusse, and Capt.
(now Major) Laemlin, conquered the fol-
lowing places: Basso, Loodsng, Panam-
poons, Rotta Baroo, and Laboo Agsm;
in this affuir Capt. Goffinet was wounded
with a lance, from the effect of which
this brave officer is since dead.

On the 15th the attack was made on
Kapeo, and the spirits of the oficers and
men were such as to have excited the
Tiveliest hope of success, bad 'it not beea
damped by the flight of the Malays, who
were to carry the necessaries for choking
up the ditch adjoining the fortification,
by which they entirely deprived the party
of the means of storming the place, and
without being able to render them any
sssistance, exposed them to & galling fire

from the enemy, which killed s few and:

wounded many ; among the former is
Lieut. Vander Veen, of infantry, and in
the latter Capt. Brupe, and Lieuts. Van
Liebensteyn and Teissier.

The troops were then withdrawn, and
the retrest, although attended with diffi-
culty, waseffected in good order, without
meeting any farther opposition from the
enemy.

In the present state of affairs the Com-
mandant deemed it proper to stop all
further proceedirnigs without an augmenta-
tion to his force, and at his req 400

Narrdwcofﬁé?’arbdwm“c

Dowr,
the result ofwhid; howevér, we regret
%o fnd, hsnotmwerdeurum
which were founded on the skill and
exemplary conduct of the officers, as well
asnpontbewuugomdm‘asofh
men,

© On the 18th April, Lieut. Col. Rasff
made & movement towards the borders of
Linto, and on the same day disposed of
bis infantry and the greatest part of his
artillery, according to his own plan. Sob-
sequently, two howitters were, by way of
experiment, fired on the ememy’s works,
but which, although done with the greatest
precision, bad not the desired effect. Om
the following morning (the 14th) the whole
of the fleld-pieces were placed in order,
and a genersl attack was made on the

enemy’s positions ; but which alse, mot-

withstanding the brave manner in which
the_officers repeatedly led on to the as-
sault, and the most bold efforts on the
part of the men, could not be overpowered.

All operations were now suspended,
with a view of teking measures for a
second ettack on the following day; but
the rain falling incessantly during the
night, made it impossible to carry them
into effect. Our positions weroy however,
retained. :

In the mean time the Commstndant
made the necessary inquiries as to the
passes leading to the enemy’s fortifications,
and by the information he received, it

- men, among whom were 150 Europeans
and 50 artillery-men, were sent. Military
stores were sent from hence in September
last to Padang, with H.M.’s frigate the
Melampus, Capt. De Man, and the cor-
vette Swallow; Capt. Lt. Schroyesteyn
was also sent thither to act in concert with
the Commandant of the expedition where
their services might be required.

In the same month several of our posts
. were attacked, but our troops were not
dislodged. Fresh attempfs were made at
negociation, and as the rainy season had
set in, which would obstruct all furtber
toilitary operations, the Lieutenant Colonel
returned to Pagger-Oodong.

We had brought up the accounts from
Padang thus far, when fresh despatcheés
were received, extending to the commence-
ment of this month, giving a detail of
the operations against the enemy subse-
quently to the arrival of the reinforcement,

appeared impossible to take them om the
mountain Mara Palam withoat (even if
success should attend the undertaking) .
making such a sacrifice as would maate-
tially weaken his foreey and thereby res-

_der it impracticable to penetrate into the

district of Linto, and te bring the same
under subjection.

The climbing of this mountsin, espe-
cially in the centre, was found to be s~
tended with move difficulty than ean be
well expressed; on ecoount of its steep
pathway two men abreast of each other
could scarcely pass, and the troops be-
came soon fatigued. The trenches of the
enemy were not to be approached without
being exposed to the inuumerable balls,
stones, and lances which they were thvow-
ing from their covered position. To
these means of defence, to which nature
itself materially coutributed, was. to be
added the ingenious method of stopping
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‘our troops approached to them, and roll
down trees and stones which were fastened
with rattans and rope, and could be opened

wheaever occasion required ; in fact, the’

whole of the approashes were blocked up
with ranjoos (shatpened bamboos ‘for
fixing in the earth) which created con-
sidecable delay.

To these difficultios were bheaddod
the following : that of the country be-
hind the mountain path being but little
known ; the return.of the Malay suxilia-
viey, who had set out with the best spirits;
the howitsers not baving the desired effect ;
alno that some of the guns were become de-
fective ; and, that the troops having sustain-

@d the enemy’s fire from the 13th, were now:

fatigued and exposed to beavy rains with..
out having touched any warm victuals.

- The Lieutenant Colonel resolved -ac-.
cordingly, after consulting with Major
Lacurlin and Capt. Heiligens, command-
ing the srtillery, to try by a different route
to enter Linto, in which the Resident of
Padang concurred. His own resolution
was %0 join the Commandant, some of
the native chiefs baving declared to him
that they deemed it imnpracticable to gain
possession of the mountain path in the
pessent way.

On the morning of the 17th the move-
ment towards the rear was resolved upon.
The right wing was covered and led on by
Major Laemlin, assisted by Lieut. Van
Karnebeck, of His Majesty’s frigate Me-
lampus, and the left wing was command-
ed by Lieut.Col. Raaff in person. Scarce-
ly.had Lieut. Van Karnebeck been dis-
patched with instructions to Major Laem-
lin for bringing up the artillery in the
rear, when the enemy made a sally on the
Jeft wing, which caused the troops to
setrest, and placed the four pieces of ord-
mance in danger of being taken: but the
LisutenaatColonel, sccompanied by Lieut.
M. Vangeen, of artillery, acting as Ad-
jtant, with renewed vigour proceeded in
reguining possession of the ground, which
they retained until the artillery had been
carried backward.

. Of the twenty-one persons that made
the sally, three were killed and seven
wounded ; among the latter was Lieut.
Vsageen, who received a sgvere. wound
in his right arm.
- The emseny. beiag kept in awe 0w their

- Padroes- and the Butavian Government.
to run off fromn their trenches whenever:

3
right wing, made an attack on_eurs with
thuch more violence than they bad done
before on the left, and after baving three
times been successively repulsed, they suc-
ceeded (when there was a scarcity of am-
munition) in capturing the four piecos of
artillery attached to our right wing. In
this affsir Lieut. Van - Panbuys- lost his
Bfe, snd Licuts. Van Karnebeck and
Schryleer were wounded.

--The troops then retreated from the
mountsin, snd reached Tanjong (behind
the river Scillo)- at evening, and Pagger
©Oadebong ot the following morning ; dur-
ing that .time ing of importance
occarred in the districts of Tanjong Alag
and Goonong.

- Of the sick . and mnded the gmtent
care was taken, under the humane direc-
tion of Dr. Schillet, Surgeon of His Ma-
jesty's frigate. Melampus, assisted by Dr.
Quartero, of the 18th regt. of infantry,
who bad accompanied the expedition.

The total number of wounded and
killed from the 1Sth to the 17th April
were 21 killed and 137 wounded, includ-
ing 2 officers iri thé former and 10 in the.
latter.

The Lieut.-Colonel Commandant bore
testimony to the general good conduct of
the troops, declaring that in steadiness and
bravery they bad fully answered the expecs
wation be had previously formed of them.
Besides the officers already mentioned, the
following have particularly distinguished
themselves : Lieutenants G. F. Kluppel
and A. Helwig, of the artillery, and J.
W. Verberst, P. F. Cromer, and C. F,
Kley, of infantry.

Tt was subsequently resolved to de-
sist for the present from hostilities, and
to await further instructians from Batavia;
but in the mean time to watch the move-
ments of the Padrees, and to retain the
conquered districts in the kingdom of
Meunangkabeo. The districts are of some
importance, as beiog populous, und the -
inhabitants (especially the chiefs). from
their antipathy to the Padrees, and being
well disposed and attached to the Nether-
lands’ Government, and further because
the products thereof, by opening a com-
munication with Padang, could with faci-
lity be exported thence, as well as render
a profitable source of trade for the low.
lauds of Padang. This was one of the
objects of the war; amd another was
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. that of extepding the territorice of Goy
vernment, both which heve been fully
accomplished by the meritorious exer-
tions of Lieut. Col. Raaff, at the head
of his troops, ss well as by negocistions
with the natives. We deem it incumbent
ozt us (and it i with much eatisfaction we
are euabled to do 50) to give evety praise
te shis brave officer, 83 having in his own
person sct an example of steady perseven
rasice and caurage to his men in the most
- eultical cireumetances.

By a dispatch received from the Resi-
deut of Padang, dated 10th May, we are
further informed that the Padrees in the
north had made a movement in the lstter
end of April, towards Priaman, and ac.
tually made their appearance at Pakkan-
dangan, but were driven back by the
Malays, assisted by the Captain Lieute-
nant of the corvette Swallow, who bad
snt his men on shore for that purpose,

His“Majesty’s frigate Melampus had

On the Fronhiers hetumen Rusdin and Chine.

1
8le0 hawn dispatched to Prissen, but-em
scoount of the anchorage there heing un-~
spde bad retumed (0 Padang, sfier baving.
supplied the Swallow with the reguired
necessaries, Our trogps baving now ar-
rived from the upper provinces, caused,
the Padrees to desert all their pests, s
that the disiricts of Priaman, as well as
gojoo-kou-,mm enjoying tranguile
Priaman would, under existing circamic
stances, comtinuk to be oooupied by Cep::
Lisut, Schroyesteyn unsil o military forge.
could be sent thither to take proper charge .
of the same. .
. The Resident embraces this oppertar
nity of particularly noticing the gogd
conduct of Capt. De Man, of his Majesty's,
frigate Melampus, and Capt. Lieut. Schro-
yesteyn, of the corvette Swallow, for theix.
indefitigable exertions in assisting the Mili.
tary Commandant, as well as the Resident,
whenever their services weré required.

N . Sm——————
ON THE, FRONTIERS BETWEEN RUSSIA AND CHINA.

(From Notes collected

" Tuz connexions between Russia and
China originated about the beginning
of the seventeenth century, and were
formed duting the time that the for:
mer of these powers subjugated the
countries situated south and east of
the lake Baikal The Mandchoux
were then too much engaged in com-
pleting their conquest of China, and
keeping that empire in subjection, to
find time to oppose themselves to the
aggrandizement of Russia on their
northern frontiers. Soon after, their
sttention was engaged by the troubles
in' Mongolia, caused by the eater<
prizing Galdan of the Euleuts, and
which were only brought to a tlose by
the death of that chieftain, undes ‘the
great emperor Khang-hi, in 1697.

In the mean time, however, thé
Mandchoux had begun resisting the
Russians on the river Amur, and these
hostilities continued for a long period,
till Count Golownin concluded, in the
year 1689, a convention between the

during a Journcy in Sibevia in 1816, by M. Krarrorn.
Tyansinted and abridged.) :

two powers, by which the boundaries,
of the two empires were provisionally
fixed. '
During the troubles among the
Mongols, several small tribes of the
hordes of Tousietan-Khan and Tset.
sen-Khan, had emigrated to the coun-
tries south and east of the Baikal,
Here they wandered between the Se-
lengga, Ouda, Khilok, Tchikoi, Dzida,
Onon and Ingoda, where their nnm-
bers were daily increased by indie
viduals and families, who, weary of
the war, or separated from  their
hordes, sought and found a refuge
under Russian dominion agxinst their
ancient oppressors; by paying a triq
bute to that power, and acknowledging
themselves its subjects. :
The chiefs of these small tribes
were confirmed in their dignities i:y
imperial diplomas, and enjoyed special
protection. However, like all other
Mongol tribes, they professed the
Buddha or Lwnrcl%on agd, there-



