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mvain to forward such a motion. He
was told that this bM hadl pased the
House of Commions, and it'was a subject
dte;mnohm that i¢'did not cell forth
swme observations from “‘the genflemen
behind the bar who had semts in that
House. Last year several diséussions took

place in unt Court on the propriety of
equalizsing sugar duties, and many
gued that the interest of In-
Eumowgh be protected; an act was,
however, passed, by which the inequality

‘of the duues sugar was continued. As
sul they were bound to submit

o the that had been enacted ; but as,
he believed, they continued of the same
mind with respect to the oppressive na-
tare of the duty on East-India sugar,
would it not be right for this Company,

through its Executive Body, to impress
on the minds of his Majesty’s Government
the propriety of extending ‘equal justice
to East-India 28 to West-India sugar?
The measure, he must say, bad been sub-
mitted to themn at a very late period.

The Chairman said, whenever any
messure affecting the . Company came
before Parliament, the Proprietors were

izsed of it ; and the present opportunity
was taken by the Directors to lay the' pre-
sent Bill before the Court. No alteration
whatever was effected or intended by this
Bill in- the duty on East-India sugar,
with the exception of -Mauritius supar:
That article now paid £2 per cent., and
it was intended to exempt it from that
igh duty, and to admit it- on the same
terms as West India sugar, at a duty of
27s. pcrcmlt. The duty on East-India su-
generally was to remain at its present
e rate for onoyyur the existing act wounld
hvo ex in the month of July, but
it would .be continmed by this bill. The
measure did not originate with the Court
of Directors, but it was open to any obser-
vation gentlemen might chose to make on
it; the bill had not passed the slature.
{t bad certainly been read a third time in
the House of Commons, but the Proprie-
tors might still, if they thought fit, pray for
its alteration in the House of Lords.

Mr. R. Jackson complained that the bill
bad not been laid bufore the Pmpnetorsat
an carlier period.

Mr. Weeding inquired whether the Hon.
Chairman bad stated, that the protecting
duty on East-India sugar was removed ?

The Chairman answered, no. The Mau-
ritius sugar was exempted from the duty
of £2 per cent., in lica of which it was to
pay only 27s. per cent. ; other East-India
sugars remained :ub;ect to the same duty
ssbefore. The Hon. and Learned Gent.
had complained that this was the first op-
portunity afforded to the Proprietors to
comsider this bill ; the course taken was,
bowever, perfectly corvect. The By-Law
weld, « that all proreedings of Parliament,
which, in the opimion ol' the Court of

" Debutos ot E.I.H.,June9.— East India Duties Bill,

61
Directors, may affect the rights, intcrests,
or privileges of the East-India Company,
shall be submitted by thern to the conside-
ration of a General Court, to be specially
summoned for that purpose, before the
same shall be passed into a law.”” Now
this bill had not yet passed into alaw, and,
therefore, the By-Law had been obeyed.

Mr. R. Jackson said the letter, not the spi-
rit of the By-Law had been complied with.

Mr. S. Diron (who had just entered the
Court), said he wished to know what had
passed on the subject of sugar, as he was
deeply interested in that article;

The Chairman repeated what he had
before said, with respect to Mauritius su-
gar ; adding, that he understood that the
reduction_ was to be made on the ground
of sugar cultivated by slave labour being
dearer than that produced by free labour.

Mr. S. Diron said, that persons in the
suger-trade had received several accounts,
all confirming each other, from which it
appeared that the Mauritius sugar would
not be put on the same footing as West~
India sugar.

The Chdirman said it would, from the
10th of July.

Mr. Gahagan said, no opportunity had
been given to gentlerhen to peruse this
bill, and it had not cven been read short.
He did not doubt but the Hon. Chairman
had analyzed it thoroughly, but docu-
ments of thig nature ought to be laid be-
fore the Proprietors in ‘a more formal
manner. The 'spirit and purport of the
By-Law was intelligible enough : but here
the spirit was violated, and the document
was merely laid on the table to satisfy the
letter of the By-Law.

General Thornton'said, the practice which
had been pursued mlght suit the letter of
the By-Law, but certainly did not mect its
spirit ; documents of this kind ought to
be laid before the Proprietors as soon as
possible. In opening the business, the
Hon. Chairman had not stated the altera-
tion that was abeut to be made in the duty
on Mautitius sugar; and, but for the obser-
vation of the Hor. Propnetor iMr Weed-
ing), he (Gen. Thornton) would have gone
away ignorant of the fact. The Hon.
Chairman had observed, that, though this
bill had paised the House of Commons,
it might still be new-modelled’ in the
House of Lords. That, however, could
not be done, as it was a money-bill.

Adjourned.

Eost-India House, June 14,

A Special General Court of Proprietors
of East-India Stock was beld this day
at the Company's House in Leadenhail
Etreet, for the purpose of considering the
Draft of a Bill now before Parliament,
for transferring to the East-India Com-
pany certain possessions newly acquired in
the East-Indies, under the late treaty with
the King of the Netherlands.




62
''SUGAR DUTIES.
The minutes of the last Court having.
been read, .

" ‘The Chairman (W. Astell, Esq. M. P.)
rose, and said be wished, before proceeding
to the business of the day, to say a few.
words in relation to a bill which had been
laid before the Proprietors last week, He
alluded to the bill for continuing certain
duties on sugar produced within the limits
of the Company’s charter. Haying stated
at the time, that the enly point of difference
contained in the new bill, as compared with
with that of last year, was the exception of
the sugar of the Mauritius from the duty
of 40s. per cent. to which other British
East India sugar was liable, an Hon.
Gent. (Mr. S. Dixon) not thenin his place,
seemed to suppose that he was not cors
rect in such statement. On inquiry,
he (the Chairman) found that that Gentle-
man was right in his opinion. The fact
was, that the exception of Mauritius sugar
from the payment of the duty of 40s. per
cent. had been taken out of the bill on the
report. He, however, was not responsi-
ble for this ; but, as it had been stated to
the Proprietors that the duty on Mauritius
sugar was to be lowered, it was proper that
the fact should be made known, that the
House of Commons had deviated from their
first intention. He believed the bill had
been reported on an unusual day, Setur-
day, and that the alteration might, there-
forg, have escaped ‘attention: but he was
sure that no blame or responsibility at-
tached either to him or the Executive Body
generally. He understood privately that
the reason why the words had been taken
ont was because an intention existed to

islate for the Mauritius by a separate
bill, which intention, however, as he wag
informed, bad been since abandoned. The
fact therefore was, that the duties on

East-India sugars of all kinds would con-
tinue, for one year louger, exactly as they
stood at present.

Mr. R. Jackson—* Then the duty on

Mauritius sugar will stand as before 2"

Chairman—* Yes ; the same as on

s produce of the continent of

"A Proprictor—¢ What is the duty ?”’
The Chairman—* All sugars grown
within the Jimits of the Company’s Charter
are liable to a duty.of 40s. per cent ex.
cepting the sugar of Foreign India, on
which the duty is sinty shillings. It had
been intended that

the' Mauritiys, should, like West-India

sugar, pay only 27s. per cent. That inten~ .

tion had been abandoned; and, as the law
pow stood, it would for another year pay
40s. per cent. .
Generl::e’ Tharnton—** Is tl;u’intenﬁon
to legis| by a separate bill, for the
Ml:li‘llﬁnl, abandoned for this session ?*
" The Chawrman—*¢ It is s0,”
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EAST-INDIA POSSES§IONS BILL.

. The Chaicman.stated that the Court was
specially .summoned for the purposa of
Iaying beforg the Proprietors, agreeslly
tp the provision of the 4th section of tha
1st chapter of the By-Laws, the Draft of
;,Bill now hefore Il’adrliacmons for tans~
erring to the East-India Compapy certain
ions newly acquired in the Eest-
g:dies, under a treaty between His Ms-
Jesty the King of Great Britain and His
Majesty the King of the Netherlands,
signed in Loudou, on the 17th of March
last. He should bhave hereafter to move,
that the Court apprave of this measure ;
but perhaps, in the first instance, the
Proprietors would expect that he should
briefly explain the origin aud object of the
bill. It had grown out of a negociation,
which had heen pending for some yeary,
Certain plenipotentiaries bad been ap-.
pointed by his Majesty and by the King
of the Netherlands, wha, after much deli~
beration, bad determined on the cpasion
and counter-cession df certain possessions
in the East-Tndjes, The island of Singa.
pore, to which the Dutch laid claim,
which was a station of great impoytance
in the Eastern Archipelago, was formerly
ceded to the crown of Great Britain in
full sovereignty, as was also the Settle.
ment of cca 3 the Dutch. also  with-
drew from their pessessions on. the . Con-
tinent of India; on the other band, the
settlement of Bencoolen ;um&l‘:swuﬂred
to the Dutch, together wi ispu-
ted posseesion of Banca. - But, .as the
Company bad very'important rights invol-
ved in the intended negociation, & eom-
munication on the subject had.been made
to the Court of Directers in 1820, by
Mr. Canning, at that time Predident of
the Board of Commissioners for the Af.
fairs of India. The Court were requested
to select some gentlemen from their body
to take part in the proocedings; and the
consequence was, that four or five of the
Executive Body were nominated to form
a Secret Committee, for the purpose of
conferring and corresponding upon. sueh
questions affecting the Company’s interests.
as might occur in the pegociation. . That
Secret Committee closed their praceedings
in the month of March lgst ; and the Court
of Directors, considering that the mstters
on which their judgment was called fox
m'obrioq-lyof tos dalicate a.nawre to



 the of the Court of

1884,

w0 the ny by the crown, and that
the fhclory of Beneoolen should be ceded
o the Dutch Government. If it were ne-
¢essary 10 go into farther detail he would
do 80; but he thought he had said suffi-
eient to induce tie Proprietors to agree in
the motion-=* that this Court approve of
irectors,
sod concur id- the provisions of the bill
”‘l';n submitted to their c::mni;lem}on.”k
.  Deputy-Chairman (C.Marjoribanks,
Esy.) seconded the modog o

Mr. R. Jackson wished to know whether
the Court of Directors were apprised of
the itended ceseions in an early stage of
the igtion, before the English and
Dutoh Governments ' had agreed' upon
thetr ; whether, in faa,‘!f‘egmemmentqud’
in deyree compromised the interests or
luﬂ.ntzry of the Company, before the Court
of Directors were consulted ?

The Chairman—* Quite the contrary.
I am bappy to say, that before the Govern-
ment took any one step in the negociation,
they consulted the Directors. The Go-

- vernor-General of Bengal wrote to the

Oourt, that, in his opinion the possession
of Singapore was most desirable. Then
oume a communioation from his Majesty’s
Govermment to us, calling on the Court
20 take & comprchensive view of the intes
rests of the Company, and to investigate
any difficulties which might be connected
with the subject. At the suggestion of
My, Canning, a Secret Committee was
founed, to consider the wholeé question.
Not a step was taken in the business with.
ent-communication with the Court of Di-
rectors, or its Committee.”

Mr. R. Jackson said, the question which
be bad the honour of putting to the Hon.
Cmirmim must #t once present itself to
bis mind as of very great importance,
with reference to the constitution of the
Compeny. * The subject which they had
this day to- consider was of the first im-
préssion ; dnd be did think, thas the gens
temen behind the bar had a right to know
bow far the great body of Proprietors
were satisfied with their proceedings, He
thought that the ‘ comstituent body owed
it to themselves, on all questions that
wight be eonnected with a cession -of ters
titory, to medt.fn that place, and in'the
most seribus manuer consider the subject
and declare their opiuion. The question
which be had just: asked, as to what coms
musication bad been made:to their Exed
cative Bedy by Ministers, was of the uts
most im ; because the same aus
thority which ceded Bencoolen without the
censent of the Company, might also cede
Bengal without their concurrence ; the
principle was precisely the same. It wasd
' question, whether the Directors

themselves net, atan earlier
of the- ngs, to have given to the
Proprietors, whose possesaive righs those

tesvitorles. .were, an Oppossmity for dis.
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cussing the proposition before them, Waiv-
ing, however, the comstitutional point for
the present, he would-come at once to the
consideration of the vilue and importance
of the acquisition of Singapore, as well as
of Bencoolen, which they had ceded to
the Dutchs it was perhaps hardly possi-
Ble to do this, without looking imo the
modern part of the history of thg Eastern
Archipelago. It was well known, that
those possassions had been the object of
extreme jealousy for not less than two
centuries : they had been the cause of san-
guinary contention between the various
uropean powers, until the Dutch, havin
at last rooted out all compétitors, ani
subdued icland after island, were left in
possession of those vast, powerful, and
rich dominions, forming what was -catted
the Eastern Archipelago. They all knew
with what fondness the Dutch constantl
clung to those possecsions ; he believed,
that & Dutch gentleman would be less
affected by any danger which threatened
Amsterdam or Rotterdam, than by that
which might threaten the loss of their
spice isln&. Their jealousy was perhaps
fair and laudable ; but that it was always
kept within due bounds their history de-
mied. In proportion, howevet, to that
Jealousy, and to the vast importance which
the Datch attached to those possessions,
must have been the delicacy and difficulty
of negociating with respectto them. After
the Fg‘e):ch revolution had forced the Stadt-
holder to seek refuge in this country, he
gave up the whole of Dutch India to our
Government, in trust for himself and the
states of Holland. He stated this as a
fact, of which they ought not to lose
sight s for, however individuale might ar-
ragn the restoration of these posstssions
to the Dutch, it ought 10 be recollected,
in justice to a deceased statesman, that
théy had originally been received but in,~
trust for their acknowledged sovereign.
And thoagh Holland afterwards became
one of our most active eneries in the
hands of the French Emperor, yet it never
could be forgotten, by a generous dountry
like ours, that Holland was at last Pu
an unwilling enemy. - This e,
weighed, no doubt, in those counsels which*
gave up 0 the' Dutcht the unqualified pos- -
session of their eastern territories ; a'sur!
render which, lig admitted, was far tod
unqualified, even making every allowance¢
for the cirtumstances of the case. The
Dutch, on re-possessing themselves of
Java, exhibited that jealonsy which never
could be separated from their charecior .-
whenever these ‘eastern settlements wef¢d '’
concerned ; and the only chance of dllay< -
ing which appeared to him, he confessed;
to be such a treaty as that now before’ thé
Court, (Héar’) The next advance we
made in authority; in those seas, was id
1805, wheh ‘we took possession of Prince
of Wales's Island. | Many of the gentle-
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castern. commerge bitherto carg; on al;,
most exclusively ﬁy the Dutch, but it js.
an extremely eligible statjon for the gene-
ral protection of our trade in thase s¢as.’,
It was true, when that settlement was, first
proposed, it was intended to establish 1§
on a scale infinitely larger than was after<,
wards deemed proper. It was pro
that a gmat dock-yard should be formeg
there for building ships. of the line, and,
that it should be a stytion for ships of war;
in short, that it should be a vast establisb-
ment] He believed, that jt .was one of
the misdeeds which he had to answer for,,
his having oppased the more extensive
plan of establishment, though e gave at
the same time his cordjal  assent to that
scale which appeared to him to be the hest,
calculated for such, a scttlement as the
Prince of Wales's Island, Now, there
was not one reaspn which it was possible
to adduce, as laving led them, at thao
time, to dwell so fondly~an the passessiog
of Prince of . Wales's Island, that did not
weigh, in a far greater, degrep, with re-
spect to Singappre.. The one was situated
on the confines of the bay of .ﬁéq%ﬂ,_ Dear,
to the entrance of the straits.of Malacca,,
the other at the fartber purt of yhose straits,
where the channel hecame s natrow,, as,
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z:lt with such silence and: caution,. and all
e preparations were sq. excallapt,, that it.

completely effected its gbject.; fn,the pro-

secution .of which the fatality, was pot so -

great as, many imagined it yoyld have
heen. In this undertakiog, Lord Minta
naturally looked apt for an efficient agent.
who should give him all negessary infor~
fpation refative to she settfement, The
selection fell ppon. a_gentleman who had
formerly been ope of their young clerks,
who had gone out as Secretary to the Gas
verument of Prince of Wales's Island,
and who, with' that splrit and assiduity
that generally marked thie intellectual cha~
racter, bad successfully applied himself ta

peshaps to make.jt pue of the mas, potent
stations in the warld ; jt was well galled
the key of -the straits of Malacca, as well
as the Chi ,seas;_wt:ﬁx Might, .indeed,
call it thg Tock a8 as the key! It
would bg a majter for their consideration,
by and by, whather_it ought nat,to be forti-
fied: it was, very lJike the position of
Gibraltar ; except that, when fortified, it
would possess an infinitely greater com-
mand of the sea. In time of war, if
fortified, it would afford ample profection
to their slrips;,and, even as a dépot qf
trade, its advantages must, be very great,
Bu; if it sbo:luld ‘happen (and they. hag ,)g
right to inst such a contipgent;
that dneglt)u:tchglould be induced, in, za'
cret concert with other Huropean powers’
favourable to war, to engage in hostilities,
an attack on §i . if unfortified,
could not be resis! .relﬂxe,force,which
the Dutch had in the island of Java, and
which they would alwayg take care.ta k
up, might soon get possession of it, an
of the vast accumulated wealth which, in
all probability, the Corogany would have
there at the time, and, perhaps, without
much compassion towards those who hap-
pened to be inhabitants of the place at the
period of attack. Without offering any

those studies, which bad singe .cnabled
him to .fill, most efficiently, stations of
freat importance and responsibility. He
had so accomplished himself is the Malay.
language, and acquired . such knowledge
of the. local intcrests of those parts, thag
Lord Minto was induced to select .Mr.
(now Sir c:r::;s Stamford) RaTﬂea. for his
secretary on that- occpsion. appoigt.
meat so fully apswered Lord. Minto’s ex-
ectations, that he thought fit, to Jeave Mr.
es as, Lieutenant~-Governor of. that
settlement. . Derhaps a better choice could
not have been made ; and ha wentianed,
with sqme little exultation, . that, the India
Hoysa had the earljest. sexyices of that able
aod intelligent individual., (Hear /) We
‘remained the eomplete, and, sole masters of
this vast negign till 1814 3, when the gene-
ral peace -wns-cpuclndecf, . New arrange-
ments were of. coyrse made g ;various ex-
changes necessarily togk dplaee in different
parts of the w.qu;,i,.,nn amongst other
points of the policy. of, Lord,Castlereagh,
was the entire and upqualified yestoration
of every one of those idapds 40 the Dutch !
Bencoolen, it should be, obsgrved, had
been in our pe: on more thay a century
before. Though the general sentiment in
that Court, and throughout. the| countyy,



wh et ' thie- alified resto-
nillen of the Yord ¢ yet he believed
there was no men nted with the sub-

wes made, w a most en-
Bghteued minute from Lord Hastings.
It was now fonund to procure

some further possession in the eastern seas,
which could, to a certain degree, counter-
balance the unqualified possessions of the
Dutch ; Major F“Tllh” was in couse-
quence employed. e was sent to Rbio,
and entered into a negociation with the
Chieftain of that island; but, although
the Chiefiain bad ratified a treaty which
sppeared feir and just, yet the Dutch had
the cunning and the influence to procure

treaty entirely countervailing the
provisions of that which had been entered
fnto with us. The same would have been
the case with any other island, so long as
the 4Patch the power they then

%

Bengsl, the Marquess of Hastings deem-
ing it to be bis dutyjo find out, if possible,
an independent statidirin those seas where
the Dutch had no sway or authority. He
acted on thmt occasion, as he had done on
every other, with acute discrimjnation, and
especially in the choice of his mi-
for the performance of this duty.
not ingitire whom the appointment
suit, but who would suit the ap-
3 and Sir Thomas Raffics was
the purpose of seeking some
which the Dutch bad no au-
where we might find that
ich we had so long been
Chins seas.  Sir Thomas
pon ‘the barbuur of Singa-
believed it was imposcible
selected a more eligible place.
thing that had been stated to them
that settlement, the strong
evidence which had been ad-
re the House of Lords, the
opinions of Lord Landsdown, all
illasory ‘and fallacious, or this
of the best stations that could be
The immediate consequence of
lection had been truly surprising. It
the miraculous draught of fishes ;
cant their net into the sea, and
ged a nest of pirates for thousands
subjects. Within three months
after i€ carhe iuto our possession, its hun-
Asiatic Journ.—No. 103,
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dreds of inhabitants were couverted into
more than thousands. In three months
they had increased from 900 to 3,000. By
the last accounts (and it was only four
years since that settlement came into our
on), the population had increased
200 to 11,000, and such was the
rapid improvement of this new settlement,
that the amount of the imports
and exports was already £2,000,000 an-
nually, occupying from 150,000 to 200,000
tons of shipping. Such an increase of
wealth and prosperity was literally without
parallel! They owed the selection to Sir
Thomas Raflles; but they owed more to
the wisdom of that Governmen*, which
saw the necessity of having a commanding
station in those seas, ung which, having
discovered a proper place, had spared no
pains in rendering it available to the best
interésts of their country. As a commer-
cial station it was invaluable; and, for an
hourly-improving society, it was one of
the most extraordinary instances within
their dominions! There was at this sta-
tion perfect security for the Company's
trade; there was an isiand, eve® in this
narrew channel, so that no vessel could
go up the strits of Malacca without our
observation; and not a ship could remain
in the China seas whilst we were masters
of this strait. If they had possessed it
formerly, no danger could have been ap.
prehended from Admiral Linois. It was
a matter of wonder, that the Company’s
China trade did not suffer greatly from the
expedition of that enterprising officer.
Hear!) The escape from hig was most
ortunate ; bat had the C ny at that
period possessed Singapore, Avmiral Li-
nois would not have ventured into those
seas. (Hear /) The vessels that used to
watch and lie in wait for our China trade,
could not have remained in those seas had
Bingapore been at that time in our hands;
and if the Company retained it, and made
it a station of power and authority, their
trade in the China seas would be rendered
at all times perfectly secure, He, there-
fore, could not but contemplate with feel-
ings of grea; sati:;-cﬁon, their p: cy
possession of so important a Yoot'
general complexion of this bill was tif#}
of justice and equity; so it appesred to
him. It had been said ins ome quarters,

.that the Dutch bad shown themselves the

more skilful diplomatists ; in others, that
we were rather too sharp for the Dutch. In
his opinion, neither party had sought to be
too sharp for, or had outwitted the other.
The whole transactipn looked more like an
arbitration of hone‘lll merchants, than the
negociation of jealous plenipotentiaries ; it
shgvor:d nothin’ge‘!:f the tricking of diplo-
matic artists. The great object a)

to be, to do justice in the first place to-
wards both parties, and to settle the foun-
dation of an honourable and permanent
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peace, by removing all those causes of ex-
citemenbt’and irritnstion which had existed
for 200 years. ‘The first provision jn the
treaty was, that the Dutch agreed fo give
yp sixleen or seventeen places which they
on the continent of Indin, and,
which, though not of great or -potent,
magnitude, were large’ ¢cnough o create
quarrels and bickerings between the two,
countries; for it was an undisputed fact,
that a feather could not be ruffled in the
wing of a state, without exciting angry
and hostile feelings. The late Governor,
General and his enlightened colleagues,
had thought it was much better even to pur-
chase those conti ] setdl ts and fac-
tories of the Dutch than not possess them,
and thereby prevent fu‘ure controversy,
It was however pow unne to re.
sort to that cxpedient ; for, at the moment,
he was speaking, every one of those places
bad become ours by cession. The Com-
pany gave, no doubt, u large island in re-
turn ; but it should be observed that they.
bad never gained by Sumatra, of whi
they possessed but a small part, and that
had been a constant drain and expense to
the Company ; it was, besides, exceedingly
insecure. 'ort Marlborough had, he be-
lieved, been taken by a single frigate;
and the appearance even of a pirate would
throw the whole place into confusion and
alarm. This island we gave in perpetuity
to the Dutch, and we received, in return,
the island, town, and fort of Malacca,
which ceased to be an object to the Dutch
after we had got Singapore in our pos-
session ; the possession of Sumatra was,
in a local pbint of view, important to the
Dutch. Their chief settlements were now
on one side of the straits of Malacca, and
ours were situated on the other. The
Dutch had acted wisely in making this
gxchange ; and, in his mind, we had acted
both wisely and fortunately in agreeing to
it. Let it _be recollected that the straits,
at the part he was speaking of, were not
more, he believed, than six miles over;
and between Malacca and Sumatra was
the island of Singapore, on which, }
did not plant batteries, they wQ:ﬁéh:’t
Icast have posts of ohservatiop. It was said
that these who liad command of the straits
of Babelmandel could put a padlock on
the Red Ses ; and, precisely in the same
way, those who held Singapore could
place a padlock on the straits of Malacca,
and on the China seas, It seemed almosg
a special providence which had given us
the unrivalled and absolute possession of
that island. There was one way of esti-
mating its value; nanotely, by the opposi»
tjon which the Dutch msnifested when we
took possession of it. So much displeasure
did the Dutch feel an the occasion, that
when the intelligent individual to wham
they were mainly indebted for that posses-
session was about to return back to this
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in becoming masters of it, we were not
guilty of injustice towards the Dutch, ox
towards any native Chieftain ! With these
sentiments, and beipg fully impressed with
the magnitude of the advantage the Com-
pany had gained, be was quite disposed, sa
far as regarded hiwself, to waive the con~
stitutional guestion, to which he had before
alluded. As a general proposition, he fel¢
that the Directors, in whose. hands sa
sacred a trust s that of preserving the ene
tirety of the Company's possessions was
placed, had no right, behind the Proprie-
tors’ backs, or without their leave, to cone
cede any of those territories, and he could
not let the bill go forward without giving
some intimation of his opinion, At the
same time he was ready to admit, that, if
the Proprietors had been called togetber
when the question was first ngime%, the
discussion would probably have been of a
nature so much calculated to awaken the
Jealousy of the Dutch, ag to produce a
very unfavourable effect on the negocia-
tion; such, Eerhaps, as at the present
bour might bave prevented them ,from
being in pussessian of the settlements in
uestion.  With this feeling, and ‘Q:hng
nﬁs view of ‘the question, it would he im.
proper for him to.deal in any ‘other thad
general observations on what he gonsidered
the constitutional rights of the .Company,
When those rights were ot any tims
touched, he conceived they ought nat to
be lukewarm,or ynobservant of the cir.
curustance; and it did appear to him
a little tgo" lgte to come the Pro.
prietors, gt the Jast, moment, when every
thing was settled and concluded, and to
tell them that “ three years back, we did
sq and s0.” These remarks applied to the
constitutional question : but there his ob-
Jections ended; because every other coas
sideration was lost in the value of the
accession, and the worthiness of the object
which the Ezecutive Bady had in view.
He, as a Proprietor, awned that be felt
great obligatien to the Court of Directors,
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on merchandize” imported or exported by
the subjects of one nation, should in no
imtance be mare than doubled, when im-
portd or exports of the like nature were
inade by the subjects snd in the ships of
the other. Here all ground for dispute
was removed ; and he neéd not point out
% the Court how important it was that
every cause of complaint should’ bé done
3 thoughi, after all, when states felt
med to qudrrel, the most trifling cir-
cumstance was seized apon as a sufficiént
ground, but here every fair and rational
ground of dispute was effectually removed.
{v:lpplemmmry paper had been laid be-
fore the Court, whicti pleased him very
mnchi : R conmteined the most friendly
sentiments towards the Dutch, and shewed
the honourable frarkness with which the
plenipoteatiaries had entered upon the ne-
goti He gave them credit for all
ness liberality by. which their
it was distinguished ; and which
muit evér ‘tend,’ efther in public or in
private e, to- produce the mos¢ harmoni:
oA T *~ho might be
fRglent tinie,
t to Yemove ;

und its wa

give gener
‘Perhaps it
2 ‘Continentsl
ich were to
be mide vver 10 \n uad been enumerated
#r the bAE “That 'was however of little
nce, sinte the words of the act
must strictly follow the termis of the treaty,
which sttrendered drem 4lf. He con-
eeived ‘thjx 6 be oné of those occasions,
when the' Bxesutive Body had a right to
eall fir Rie undquiivadal sentiments of their

3 . | (g e
constituenits,” HE was sird they would al-
wdys excuse &' détdiled exposition like the
presént, if the indiytdual making ft ter-
minated, ‘ss e wa3 bound to ‘do, with ex-

ing his rdost cordial'4nd Hearty assent

z’ this B71l. He returned His'sincere thanks
fo the'King’s Govérnmetit, and t6 the Iate
and’ present” Court of Directors, for thé
part they had severally taken in bringi::l‘
this negociation to so desirable an end.
And he could not possibly look to the great
advantages which must inevitably flow
from the treaty, without paying a dcbt of
titude to that servant who was mainly

e cause of our achieving so important an
object. (Hear!)

Mr. Weeding asked whether, by this
treaty, the Company would be relieved
from the annual payment made under s
former treaty, to buy off the competition
of the Dutch in opium? By the eighth
article of the present treaty, he perceived
that  His Netherland Majesty cedes to
his Britannic Majesty all his establish-
ments on the continent of India; and
renounces all privileges and exemptions
enjoyed or claimed in virtue of those esta-
blishments.” He merely asked this ques-
tion for information, for he entirely coin-
¢ided with the Learned Gent as to the
great benefits that would be derived from
the "”3;; o
"“‘The Chalrmair said that, undoubtedly,
tnder the words of the treaty, every pay-
ment or pretenision arising from the pos-
session of the ceded. territory, would be
virtually abblished by its surrender, Al
rights and'pHvileges whatsoever belonging
to the Dutch, tu’ consequence of* the pos-
session of the forts and fattories ceded by
thig trenty, were espressly Yenounced.

Mr. Weeding twas satisfied with the ex.
planation he had received.

Mr. R. Juckson begged to ask, whether
& counterpart to the supplementary paper
delivered by the English plenipotentiaries,
had beeén yeccived from the Dutch pleni-
potentiarics ? It was a comuplimentary and
conclliatory paper. ) .

‘The ‘Chairman said, undoubtedly the

per alluded to by the Learned Gent. had
been met by & similar paper on the part of
the Dutch plenipotentiaties. After the
great approbation which had been bestowed
on this measure, it was hatdly necessary
for fita {0 say a word mot¢ on the subject.
Tt was a very agreeable part of his duty to
thank the Learned Proprietor, who had
devéted so much time and attention to this
question, for the very handsome manner
in which he had spoken of the transaction ;
himself aud his colleagues must feel satis-
Taction at the approbation which their con-
duct had excfted. Therp was only one
point on whiclt"he found it necessary to
vouch, and that but lightly ; he alluded to
the_objection, which was rather hinted at
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M porigh 'DAsliamient; Wil 1.
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theé Cortiphrys anld duse lawrhid buen dhdg-
A id Mepresont tasyfs as!sdomusipusivle,
- Tiewrred Phojdator bbserved; Wikt
aebilt edbien broughtbofbre tie Comi
in its last stage. Soflr: flewyithdv béing
'the 'tadky the ‘greatelt promiptivedd hadBeen
sHewtt i, subwiitting #¢to ther
Ot Wednesday list, thy: Prasident of e
Poard - of Comimiskiotiets fori the A ik
of 'Endis iwtimated’ to-the  Ch " theit
he intended to bring 4n: artill ko carey
‘the: fréaty” itito - offect!y' on' [was
ade for b cepy oftthe ¥ill, whittewasim-
-mediately geatitell.  The blil was brooght
“inon Fridiylast; and on the preceding ddy
Ahé ‘presendt” Court was wpeciaNy sutnon.
ed. Hoe believed, also, it was thé first thme
the Court had ever met on Trinity Monday ;
and dertainly there was no want of attention
to (e Court of Propriegors. The delicacy
*of sfie qoéstion prevéuted any- communica .
tien from being made In the first instance ;
but when the transaction assumed a ¢angi-
ble shape, no time was lost in convening
the Proprietors. (Hear /) :

Mr. Gahagan said be should rether ap-
prehend, that, independently of the statnte
of King William, the crown had a right
to make aoquisitions and exchanges of ter-
ritory in India. By the Charter Act of the
53d of the late King, His Majesty reserved
to himself the right of sovereignty in
India; and certainly, if he had the right
of sovereignty, he also had the ‘right of
cession. Undoubtedly, for a certain time,
he delegated his authority to the Company,
but that did not do away with the para-
mount right of sovercigaty. He might
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she INUbk ~L:drdsithehise-shenhead: rofbeim
et -ofoCotitroigy whertibe avjoointion
Tviatied ¢4 “thexe rislaudd; vers: going omy
and> 10 'bebievad:iits deastwith vhe apprcide.
donofishe Dirtetorw didmeelvesy thad fthis
‘wighialifted-egssidonrwasmadd aehe: Durtoly:
0 bve 1%etrel widng beizhel sdaternend; : s
walsdext y teapbbeizizesfbr hito etwon;: dnat
‘Herkbuld ftow -sapa wondstorrtirb! meith
webpedt to-the evssidn b thedsland ol S
;::uu;rhhvmcmh-m; »ud rectived
et whoks vojamns;metionlyiof eulogiad,
Wur of analpgies;iin:pioefosf the-ex deliinbe
{66 the|babgeiing. he badi cafiipared.;die
Ldmien of Singapore té . thd) mirasuloits
ldradght of 18shes:: sey) Gnwevery  must
takolewvs. ¢y detiyl tils snafogy iy hé i com-
wended: that i sas the-Dm oty g&txmnb
w,.imlhﬂw the: 0
1Ooryppny had Gadeed caoght, dne s
ik, of very delichte flavour, hut thwegreat
drawghty'ithe émnkénse hauly was 'oun:the
other side. With regard to Sing y
ithe: Company i had 'got nothing. shattthey
did wot possbsd befaze § all -they had doite
was, to get- the Dauwch: 10 -state .that
would not meddle with:a settlessentwhi
they could not take from:ius. -(Jdar./)
Now, as to the:ceasiun of Sumatra, there
was a point to which he wished to draw
the attention of the Court. As to those
supplementary and complimentary papers
that had been spoken of, they were very
pretty to read, and they were very satis-
factory to thase who were concernad in the
negociation ; but be should liketo kbow,
whether there were not Europesn settlers
and Company’s servants at Sumatra, for
whom, under this treaty; nothing had been
done? Had they not laid out money there
in the cultivation of spices, with the bope
of being able to supply Europe with that
article? Had they been considered ? Had
their vested ri been taken into com-
sideration ? (Hear /) Or were these per~
sous left in the liberal hands of the Dutch,
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silingricanis toshe nack: of | Gibesltsr, thet it
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in founing plantatiéns s Bancoelen. He
ealied on the Dircesops: t0i take: eare that
those people were: nos ruimed by this treaty,
whick' came- dewa: snddenly upon them,
and muss ‘necessaridy interfote with their
just rights. - He thought # not. enough,
merely to give them aix years to pack up
theéir property and take their departure.
- My. Trant said it was of very. great im-
portunce %0-this country to powess all the
settlerments belonging to she Dutch on the
zontineat of. India, which were ceded to
us by this-tresty. ke hoped.arrsagemenss
-weuld hereaftor be made with the Danes,
the French, and the Portugwese, for the
cemsion of their sottlemments on she continent
of Indix; for he was quite satisied that
it wes: omn ntoeost importance that we
shoild. be ¢hee ecle Europesn posecssora
dadin. TFhe cleims of individuals of all
classes on the island of Sumatra, ougbt,
be conceived, 86 command the most Liberal
-idu-monﬁom&ol{mgsﬁovcnmm

‘The treaty was most in every
puint of view's and es, unier it, thpub!ic
and the devived vevy important

sdvanwnges, they .shonld hkecmﬂnt
imdividual intereits did not suffer by it

plwllwm.
Mr. R. Jockson said his Learned Friend
'(Ir Gahagin) bad simply balanced Singa-
pore against Sumates, withowt poticing
the esvaion of the establishmenuts on the
conthbént of Iudia. .
The thotion was then agreed to, and the

[
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Eaa-India House, Juns 23.
A Quarterly Geseral Court of Pro-
of East-India Stock was this dey
beld at the.Company’s House in Leadon-
' DIVIDEND.
* The routine businces of the day being

peme through—

The Chairman &W. Astell, Esq.) moved
“ that the Court to & retolution
of the Court of Directors of the 23d
inst., recommending that a dividend of
8§ per cent. should ‘be declared on the
Company’s capital stock, for the half year

oogmmsing oo the 5t of January lest,
ead ending on the 5th of July mext;”
z:m,mlutéon huvwg(bco:umood.d by
-Keg.) wes ummnmdy
ST sveLaws, '
. wmmmmanmmm
of the Commistes of . By-Laws, which.set
forth,. that the By-Laws bad besn duly
Sbwerved and executed during the last yese.
On the motion of the Chairman, the
fifteen gontlemen forming the Committes
of By-Laws were re-clected.

TANJORE CLAIMS.

The Chairman now drew the aitention
of the Court to a subject which they had
bean specially summoned to comsider;
namely, the confirmation of the resolution

to at the General Court an the 26th
of May last, ¢ for gramting to the Car-
natic Commissioners ‘sa additional sum of
£300 per annum each, %o long as they
should continue to act-es Commissioners
for investigating the Tanjore Claims.”

‘The Chairman baving moved the con-
firmation of tha above resolution, Mr.
Crawford, Mr. R. Jackson, and the Hon.
D. me opposed the motion, which
was supported by the Chairman and Mr.
Pattison, oa the nd that the proposi-
tion with which it was connected was a

of just and equitable one.

Mr Hume moved the postponoment of
the question, for the purposs of giving the
Court an opportunity of considering whe-
ther it would.net be proper. w0 appoint a
scparate commission for the consideration
of the Tnluol'o claima
., The amendment, on.a show of bands,
was negstived. When the main question

‘was put, & ballot was demanded by Mr.

Huwe aod eight other Proprietors then
prosent.  The ballot was fixed for Friday,
the 2d of July.

INTEREST ON INDIA BONDS.

General Tkoﬂ?ﬁ hra.!‘ht forward the
motion of which he had given netice, re-
couamen ¢ that the Court of Directors
ba directed to take inte their immediate
consideration the propriety of reducing
the interest of India bonds, s measure
whieb would be not only beneficial to the
proprietors of stock, but advantageous to
the public at large.”

Mr. dddinell seconded the motion, which
was opposed by Mr. Lowndes, the Chair-
man, Mr. R gukson, Mr, Hume, Mr.
Twining, and Sir C. Forbes. The mo-
tion was ultimately withdrawn by the Gal-
lant Geneml.

THE MARQUESS OF HASTINGS.

The Chairman was sbout to state the
other business which the Court had met to
transact, when



