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EXPLANATION

OF THEL

FRONTISPIECGE.

HE man with the paper in
T his hand, in a marine uni-
form, is Captain Light, reading the
Governor General of Bengal’s in-
ftructions 3 the reft round him,
captains of fhips, paflengers, &c.
~—The troops under arms in the

back-ground, and the cannon ready

to falute the new flag.—The fhips

in
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in the road, the Valentine and Vane
fittart.—The foldier on duty, under
the tree, is a Bengal marine; and
the two men fitting under the trees,
Malay men : the woman with the
pot on her head a Malay woman,—

The governcr’s tent, officers tents,

&c. &c.

The Purchafers of this Pamphlet may have, atthe

PunrLisBHER’s,

A PLAN or THE STRAIT
W ITHIN

PULO PEENANG,

WITH '

PART OF THE ADJACENT COAST OF
QUED A H.

On a tarcE ScaLk, containing the SouNpings, &G
By AADALRYM PLIE; Esq
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A

SHORT ACCOUNT, &c.

| T HE ifland of Pulo Pee-

nang, or Prince of Wales’s
Ifland, is fituated in about g° 30’
of north latitude, and 98".49' eaft
longitude, at the entrance of the

fireights of Malacca, and clofe to
the coaft of Malaya, near the part

called



[ 8 1
called Quedah, about a week’s fail
from the coaft o Coromandel.
The ifland is between thirty and
forty miles in circumference, and
was given by the king of Quedah to
Captain Light, a gentleman in the
India marine fervice, who has re=-
fided a lqng, time amongft the
Malays, and ﬁ]éulis their language
perfectly. He had affifted the
above prince in quelling fome
troubles in his dominions, wha
in return, beftowed on hita a
princefs of his blood in marriage,
together with this ifland as her
dower. - Captain Light, who 1is

extremely
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extremely well beloved amongft the
Malays, chofe to marrf the prin-
cefs according to the fafthions of

her own country.

As thefe are fomething curious,
it may not be amifs to fay a word
or two concerning the mode of
courtfhip and marriage ufed in ge-
neral amongft the Malays of Quedah.
Marriage here, contrary to the cuf-
toms of moit other nations in the
Eaft, 1s a regular treaty between
the parties, on the foot of equality,
There is, however, a prefent made
to the girl’s friends, which is ufu-

B ally
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ally twelve dollars. ‘The marriage
compact ftipulates, that all effects,

gains or earnings, are to be equally

the property of both, and in cafe

of divorce by mutual confent, the
ftock, debts and credits are to be
equally divided. If the man infifts
on the divorce, he gives the woman
her half of the effets, and lofes
the twelve dollars. If the woman
only claims the divorce, fhe forfeits
her right to half the effefts, but is
entitled to keep her paraphernalia,
and her relations are to pay
back the twelve dollars, if de-

manded.

On



[ 1x ]

On the wedding day, the friends,
ilaves and domefticks of the parties
are richly habited, and fet before
the houles of the bride and bride-
groom many pikes with fringes of
white cotton and red, and difcharge
feveral guns. In the afternoon the
bridegroom goes from his own
houfe to the bride’s, in the follow-
ing manner. Four men walk firft
with {everal fticks faftened to a pole,
which others {trike with little fticks.
Thefe are followed again by others,
who carry long drums, which they
beat either with fticks or their
hands. After thefe, others fitrike

B 2 againft
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again{t fticks tied about their necks,
and of them there are often f{ixty,
eighty, or an hundred, according
to the condition of the bridegroom.
‘Then you fee others again with
peacocks feathers and horfes tails ;
and they are followed by thirty or
+furty armed With-darts, {words and
thields, who from time to time
ftop in the ftreets to ftrike together,
or dance, for the diverfion of the

{pectators. There are others with

drums and fticks, followed by thirty

young women richly dreft, {ome

carrying flowers, others pictures,
little gilt boxes, moveables and ha-

bats
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bits of all forts, as prefents frem
the bridegroom to the bride. The
women follow immediately, who
likewife carry divers pieces of houfe-
hold ftuff. The bridegroom is on
horieback, richly dreft, having two
of his moit intimate friends riding
on each fide of him, and a great
number of perfons invited to the
wedding conclude the thew. When
they are come to the bride’s houfe,
all the drums ftay for the bride-

groom at the door; and the men

that carry the arms make a lane

for the women that have the fur-
niture ; after whom the bridegroom

arriving, he difmounts, and then

the
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the bride appears with a veflel of
water, who on her knees wathes
his feet, and taking him by the
hand, leads him into the houfe,
where they continue {ome time to-
gether. ‘Then he, leading her by
the hand, goes out with all the
company, and, in the fame order
as before, they go to his hnufé,
where the bridegroom enters firft,
then all the guefts, who are enter-
tained with marriage feafts for three

days together.

Whether thefe were precifely
the ceremonies that took place on

the marriage of Capt. Light with
the
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the Malay Princefs, we will not
pretend to determine; this, how-
ever, 1is certain, that the iﬂand-c}f
PuloPeenang, which was given with
her in dowry, he, as a fubjeét of
Great-Britain, took pofleffion of in
the name of his Britannick Majefty,

for the ufe of the Englifh Eaft-
India Company.

This was about three or four
yvears ago. The ifland, however,
continued without a name, to
mark it as an appendage to the
Britifh empire, until Auguft 11,
1786, which being the eve of

I the
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the Prince of Wales’s birth-day,

the ifland was then named after
his Royal Highnefs, by Captain
Light the governor, the follow-

ing officers and gentlemen being

prefent at the hoifting of the flag,

ViZ.

Captain Light, the governor.
Lieut. Gray, commanding one
hurdred native Bengal ma-
rines.
(Thefe two gentlemen had landed
on the ifland about a fortnight

before, and were living in tents.)

Captain
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Captain Lieut. Trapaud, of the |
engineers.
Captain Richdard Lewin, coms
manding the Vanfittart. |
Captain  Thomas Wall, com=
manding the Valentine.

Captain Glafs, commanding a
country fhip.

Captain Howel, Bengal artillery,
a paflenger.

Mr. George Smith, merchant, a
paflenger.

Mr. John Beat{on, merchant, a

pafienger.
C The
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The produce of the Prince of
Wales’s Ifland, is wood, cattle,
hogs, poultry, canes, and rice
where cultivated, together with
fruit and vegetables, all in the
greateft abundance, and at the
moft reafonable rates. It is fup-
poled alfo to produce block tin.
Whether amber or gold duft be
amongit its productions, was not
afcertained at the time when the

above ceremony took place.

The part of the I{land marked
out for his firft {fettlement, by
Captain Light, and at prefent

| pretty
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pretty numeroufly inhabited, is a
flat fandy {pot to the north-wetft,
where the coaft runs in a circular
form, the oppofite continent run-
ning alfo in a parallel direction for
a confiderable diftance, and fo clofe
to the ifland as to form what may
be called a river rather than a
ftrait, on account of its narrow-

nefs.

In this channel, fthips of the
largeft burthen may lie with great
{afety, as the depth of water is
from five to fifteen fathom, and
there are f{everal good bays in it

C 2 where
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where veflels may careen and be

hove down.

The political importance of {fuch
a fpot to our Eaft-India pofleflions,
particularly if the French continue
their footing at Trincomalay, mﬁy
eafily be conceived from the follow-
ing obfervations. In the bay of
Bengal, from the month of Gé&ober
to March, the winds, called mon-
foons, blow from the north, and
during the reft of the year, from
the fouth. Preceding the change
from one to the other, there is
generally an  interval ‘of feveral
days, in which calms and light

3 winds
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winds prevail, The northern mon-
{foon often {fets in with a violent
tempeft or hurricane on the coaft
of Cnmniandel, and even 1f 1t fets
in with moderation, it i1s often
producdtive of tempeftuous weather,
at different 1intervals, until the
middle of December; f{o that it is
‘held dangerous for any veflel to
remain on the coaft later than the
twelfth of O&dber, or to return to
it before the beginning of January.
Jt is on account of this danger, to
which fhips are expofed at the
above {eafon, that our fleets always
quit the coaft of Coromandel

(where



{ 22 ]

(where there is no harbour to
protect them) every year in the
month of O¢tober, and are gene-
rally obliged to go round to Boms=
bay, particularly if they have
occafion for refitting in time of
war; a rendezvous, which, on
account of its diftance from the
principal fcene of a&ion in the
Bay of Bengal, is extremely dif~
advantageous, as was particularly
felt in the late war, when the
enemy, from their poffeflion of
Trincomalay, reaped every advan-
tage of fo favourable a fituation,
and {wept the Bay with their

cruifers
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cruifers immediately after the
change of the monfoon, before
our fleet could have time to arrive
from Bombay. And what is ftill
worfe, this unavoidable delay is
often, at critical periods in time
of war, attributed by the country
powers to the fuperiority of our
enemies, as they feldom look for
caufes, but ever eftablith their
opinions accerding to actual events;
a circumftance which may often be
attended with very ferious confe-
quences to our fﬁlitical operations
on fhore, where the French agents

are
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are ever active on fuch occafions

to magnify any cafual advantage.

Thefe inconveniencies, refulting
from the want of a harbour on the
coaft of Coromandel, are likely to
be removed by the new eftablifh-
ment of Pulo Peenang, which, as
was before mentioned, is only a
week’s {ail from that coaft : and it
is to be obferved, that the violence
of ‘the monfoons is generally con-
fined to about feventy miles 1in
breadth, although in their progrefs
they blow quite acrofs the Bay of
Bengal, |

This,
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This ifland will therefore afford
fhelter for our Eaft-India-men that
lofe their paffage to China; an
obje¢t in many refpets of the
-grea.tei’c importance, as they have
hitherto been under the neceflity
of wintering either at Malacca or
,Blatavia, where the expences have
proved very exorbitant, . and the
health of our feamen been much
impaired by the inclemency of the
climate. But an advantage, if pof-
fible, of ftll greater confequence
to be derived from this fettl_etn&ﬁt,
is, that men of war may winter
and refit here; for befides wood

D 1n
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in the greateft abundance, there
are alfo wvery large trees on the
ifland, fit for mafts; a circum-
ftance obvioufly of the greateft
utility both to our merchantmen
and king’s fhips. Formerly our
men of war were obliged to go to
Bombay and Trincomalay for the
purpofe of refitting, which has not
only proved very expenfive to the
nation, but alfo much time has
been loft by the diftance of thefe
ports from the {cene of action in
the Bay of Bengal; whereas, by
the fituation of the Prince of

Wales’s Ifland, fhips can make
the
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the coaft near Madras any feafon of

the year.

Befides the foregoing advantages,

there are many circumiftances which
make fuch a fettlement as the
Prince of Wales’s Ifland of the
greateft importance to our trade in
the Eaft-Indies; for, deprived as
we now are of our principal marts
for the fale of opium (the Dutch
having taken pofieflion of Rhio and
Salingan) if fome place of fafety is
not eftablifhed to which the Bug-
geﬁ'&s can refort to make their pur-
chafes, we muft foon give up all

D 2 pre-
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pretenfions to the Malay trade,
which will be wholly monopolized
by the Dutch, and of courfe mate-
rially affet the Company’s revee
1111&:5,- as well as their trade in the
{fale of opium: for, by being the
{fole venders, they muft be the only

purchafers, and by having no ri-
vals, they will only purchafe at
their own price. While the Com-

pany ftands pledged to the nation
to provide the fole {upplies of tea,

it is certainly of the firft importance
to their intereft, to be furnifhed
with mnnéy in China to make their
purchafes. This object would be

much
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much facilitated by the new {et-
tlement, as the greateft part of the
proceeds arifing from the Malay
trade would be depofited there, and
afterwards thipped to China, where
nearly the whole money arifing
from the fales would be paid into
the Company’s treafury for bills on
the Court of Diretors; thereby
providing the Company with large
fums to make their purchafes, and
diverting the remittance of private
fortunes from foreign channels (fo
baneful to the public good) to one
highly beneficial both to public and
private intereit,

The
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'The flat {pot, mentioned as the
part of the ifland that is principally

inhabited, may contain a circumfe-
rence of three or four miles: it is
fandy : the reft of the ifland is

mountainous, and the {foil of the

latter, in all probability, clay.

Whether there are any rivers
on the ifland is wuncertain; but
there are {prings of frefh water
on the inhabited {pot, which af-
ford plenty of that element for
the ufe of the inhabitants and

others.
Captain
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Captain Light had fome idea of
building a temporary fort, with faf-
cines, gabions, &c. but we are in-
formed, that, as it is meant to
make a permanent {fettlement on
the ifland, they have built, or are
building, a brick fort, which, whe-
ther it is to have a name diftinét

from the ifland, is not yet afcer-
tained,

On the day that the ifland re-
ceived its name, there were one
hundred Bengal Sepoys encamped
on it, who were commanded by

Lieut. Gray; but fince that time

4 the
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the command has. been given to

Lieut. Glafs, and two companies of

Sepoys and {fome European artillery
have been added. They had then

{ix guns of different calibres, which

have probably been augmented

fince.

Captain Light expefted a great
number of families from Quedah and
1ts environs, o people his new go-
vernment ; and, as heis extremely
well liked zmonrgft the Malays, we
may reafonably conclude, when the
fort is built, and they are not afraid
of being molefted by the Dutch,

whofe



[ 33 1

whofe vicinity at Malacca makes
them very jealous of this new
eftablilhment, that five or {fix hun-
dred families (Malays) are now re-
fident on the ifland, befides confi-
derable numbers of Chinefe, more
of whom are coming over every

day.

Thus this inconfiderable f{pot,
which perhaps formerly was of no
manner of ufe even to the prince
who claimed it as part of his do-
minions, may now, under the
judicious encouragement given by

the Eaft-India Company to the
E {ettle-
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{fettlement of it, become a place of
confiderable advantage to our trade,
by affording fhelter and protection
at all times to our Eaft-India fhips,
and a {fource of equal annoyance to
our enemies, in cafe of a rupture
with any of the powers who pof-

{e{s influence or actual dominion

in the eaft.
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King and Queen of Bohemia, &c. In One Volume,
with Four elegant Engravings by Sherwin. Price
10s, 6d.

10. POEMS on various Subjefts. By Henry Jamaes
Pye, Efg; M. P. In Two Volumes, 8vo. Price 12s.

11. FOUR TRACTS. By Thomas Day, Efg;
In One Volume, 8vo. Price gs,

2. BREAUTIES of the BRITISH SENATE. In
Two Volumes, 8vo. Price 10s. Ad.

13. An ESTIMATE of the COMPARATIVE
STRENGTH of GREAT-BRITAIN, during the
prefent and four preceding Reigns, and of the Lossks
of her Trape from every War fince the Revoru-
TioN. By George Chalmers, Efq; Price 3s. 6d.
fewed, or gs. bound in Calf, and lettered.

14. A BRIEF ESSAY on the ADVANTAGES
and DISADVANTAGES which refpeliively attend
Franczand GrReaT-BriTain with regard to Trapz.

By Jofiah Tucker, D. D. Dean of Gloucelter. Price zs.
15. The CHILDREN’s MISCELLANY,

Bid him, befides, his daily Fains employ
To form the tender Manners of the Boy;
And work him, like a waxen Babe, with Art,

To perfet Symmetry in every Part. Dzypex,
Ornamented with a beautiful Frontifpiece, Price 3s. in
Boards, or 3s. 6d. bound,

NEW



NEW PUBLICATIONS
For THe EAST-INDIES,

Printed for JoHN STOCKDALE,

1. HE TRIBUNAL, addreflfed to the Peers of

Great-Britain, fitting in Judgment on War-
ren Haftings. Price 2s. 6d.

2. The INDIAN VOCABULARY ; to which s
prefixed, the Forms oF IMPEACHMENTS. 35, 6d.

3. Mr. BURKE’s CHARGES, and Mz. HAST-

INGS’s DEFENCE. In One large Volume, 8vo.
Price 10s. 6d.

4. MINUTES of the EVIDENCE, complete, In
One Volume, 8vo. Price 7s. 6d.

s. ARTICLES or IMPEACHMENT acarxst
WARREN HASTINGS, Efq; Price 2s. 6d.

6. The ANSWER or WARREN HASTINGS,
Efq; to the above ArTicLEs., Price 4s.

2. A NARRATIVE of the INSURRECTION at
BENARES. By Warren Haflings, Efq.

8. The PRESENT STATE of the EAST.INDIES.
By Warren Haftings, Efq. Price zs.

g. MINUTES of WARREN HASTINGS and
P. FRANCIS, Efgrs. relative to their PrrsonaL
QuaRrrREL. Price 1s. 6d.

10. The SPEECH of R. B. SHERIDAN, Efg; on
the Charge againft Warren Hastines, Efg. 3s.

2 11. The



NEW PUBLICATION s,

11. The DEBATEon the ROHILLA WAR, 15.6d.

12. The DEBATE eon Mr. Hastings’s Conduét
to CueyrT Sineg, at Benares, Price is.

13. The DEBATE on the EAST-INDIA RELIER
BILL, Price 1s.

14 REMARKS on Colonel Fullarton’s View of
the Englih Intereft in India, Price 1s. 64.

15. REFLEXIONS on Impeaching and Impeach-

ments, Price 1s.

16, The IMPEACHMENT, a Mock Heroic Poem,
Price 1s. 6d.

17. A LETTER from the Committee of the Houfe
of Commons, to P. Francis, E{q, with REmarxks, 1s.

18. MEMOIRS of the MOGUL EMPIRE. By
Captain Jonathan Scott. Price 4s.

19. The BENGAL CALENDAR, for 1788. Price
15, 6d.

20. Sir GILBERT ELLIOT’s CHARGES againit
&ir Erijan ImPe . Price 2s, 6d.

21. The DEBATES of the LORDS and COM-.
MONS of the rasr Sess1o:'. In Three Vols. 3vo.
Price 1l. 1s. half-bound and lettered.

g5 Theabove DEsATES contain a full Account of the Proceedings
refpedting Mr. HasTinegs, and the Ealt-India Affairs.

22. A LETTER to the Ricur Henw. CHARLES
JAMES FOX, By an Ixpra ProrrieTor. Price
1s. 6d.









