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flay in Venice, granted to one man, who had been
¢ from the cheerful ways of man cut off’ thirteen years.
« Before he left his dungeon I had fome converfa-

- tion with him; this was fix days previous to his execu-

. prifing. He longed for the happy moment

tion. His tranfport at the profpe@ of death was fur-

No faint

. ever exhibited more fervour in anticipating the joys of

"a future ftate, than this man did at the thovghts of be-

- ing releafed fiom life, during the four daye mockery of

his trial.

¢ [t is in the Canal’ Oifano where veflels from Tur-
key and the Levant perform quarantine. This place
is the watery grave of many who have committed poli-
tical or perfonal offences againft the ftate or fenate,
and of many who have committed no offences at all,

* They are carried out of the city in the middle of the

- it, and thrown into the water.

night, tied up ina fack with a large ftone faftened to
Fifhermen are prohi-
bited, on forfeiture of their lives, againit fithing in this
diftri@. The pretence is the plague. This is the fe-
eret hiftory of people being lo({ in Venice.

¢ The governfnent, with age, grew feeble; was afraid
of the difcuffion of legal procefs and of public execu
tions 3+ and navigated this rotten Bucentaur of the A
driatic by fpies, prifons, sffaffination, and the Canal’

. Orfano.”

This is indeed a frightful narrative, and, we doubt
not, true as well as frightful; but when, from the ftate
of the Venetian prifons, the author infinuates, that

- .Howard was not a&uated by genuine benevolence, and

infers, or wifhes his reacer to infer, that the propofal of
that celcbrated philanthropift for fubftituting folitary
confinement, in many cafes, for capital punifhment,
anuft have refulted from his not taking into confidera-
tion the mind of the criminal—the infinuation, to fay
the leaft of it, is ungenerous, and.the conclufion is at
war with the premifes. That there was fomething ro-
mantic and fuperfluous in Howard’s wanderings, we
readily admit; but it feems impoffible to doubt of the
reality of his benevolence ; and thaugh the horrid pri-
fon of Venice, into which, as the 1)oGor affures us,
Mr Howard never entered, was calculated to injure the

- body without improvirg the mind of the eriminal, it

.does ‘not follow but that folitary confinement, under
fuch regulations as at Philadelphia, is the beft means
that have yet been thought of for obtaining the obje&

. neareit Howard’a heart, . the reformation of the morals
. of the criminal

~

PROCYQON, - in aftronomy, a fixed flar of the fe-~
cond magnitude, in. Canis Minor, or the l.ittle Dog.
PROSTHAPHERESIS, in aflronomy, the diffe-

. .rence.between the true and mean motion, or between

the true -and mean place,-ot. a planet, or betweea the
true and equated .anomaly ; called alfo equation of the

. orbit, or equation of the centre, or fimply the equation ;

and it is equal to ‘the angle formed at the planet, and

- {fubtended by the eccentricity of its orbit.

PROTRACTING, or ProTracTioN, in furvey-
ing, the a& of plctiirg or laying down the dimenfions
.tagcn in the field, by means of a protra&tor, &ec. - Pro-
.tra@ing makes or.e part of furveying.

Prorracting-Pin, a fine pointed pin or needle, fit-
vted into a handle, ufed to prick off degrees and minutes
from the limb of the protra&or.

~ PRUNING. .Under this title (Encpcl.) it is ob-
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ferved, that when large branches of trees bearing flone. Prey,

fruit are taken off, the trees are fubje@ to gum and de-
cey. TFor this a remedy has been invented by Thomas
Skip Dyot Bucknall, Efq; of Conduit-fircet, which, not-
withftanding many obje&ions made tot at fufl, expe-
rience bas proved to be fuccefsful, and for the difcovery
of which the Society for the Encouragement of Arts,
&c. voted the fiiver- medal to the difcoverer. It is as
follows :

Cut every branch which fhould be taken away clofe
to the place of ite feparation-from the trunk ; fmooth
it well with a knife ; wnd ‘then with a painter’s bruth
fmear the wound over with what Mr Bucknall calls me-
dicated tar. 'This ‘medicated tar is compofed of one
quarter of an ounce of corrofive {ublimate, reduced to
fine powder by butir.g with a wooden hammer, and
then put into a three-pint. earthen pipkin, with about
a glafs full of Zin or other fpirit, ftirred well together,
and the fublimate thus diffolved. The pipkin is then
filled by degrees with vegetable or common tar, and
conftantly flirsed, till the mixtare be blended together
as intimately ‘us poffible ; and this quantity will at any
time be fufficient for two hundred trees. To prevent
danger. let the cosrofive: fublimate be mixed with the
tar ay quickly as poffible after it is purchafed ;" for, be-
ing of a very poifonous nature to all animals, it fhould
not be fuffered to lie about aheufe, for fear of mifchief
to fome part.of-the family,

By the epplication oz this-compelition, Mr Buck-
nall can, without the fmalleft- danger, ufe the pruning
hook on all kinds of trees much more freely than we
have recommended its ufe in the article referred to. « I

. give no attention (fays he) te fruit-branches, 2nd wood-

branches ; but beg, once for all, thet no branch fhall
ever be fhortened, unlefs for the figure of the tree, and
then conftantly taken off clofe to the fepartion, by
which meass the wound foon 'heals. The more the
range of the branches fhoots circularly, a litile inclining
upwards, the -more equally will the {ap be diftributed,
and the better will the tree bear; for, from that cir-
cumftance, the fap is more evenly impelled to every
part. Do not let the ranges of branches be too near
each other ; for remember all the fruit and the leaves
fhould have their full ‘fhare of the fun ; and where it
{uits let the middle of the tree be free from wood, fo
that no branch fhall ever crofs another, but all the ex-
treme ends point outwards.””

PULO, the name of {everal iflands of Afia, in the
Indian Ocean ; the priocipal of which alone, according
to Dr Biooke’s, is inhabited. "This is the ifland

Puro-Condore, which, being vifited by Lord Ma.
cartney a3 he failed to China, 18 thus defcribed by Sir
George Staunton. * It has the advantage of convenient
anchoring places in.either monfoon. The fquadron ac-
cordingly ftopped oun the 17th of May, in a fpacious
bay on the-eafern fide of the ifland ; and came to an.
chor at 4he entrance of its fouthern extremity, as the
water fhoaled there to five fithoms and a half, occa-
fioned by a bank which firetches acrofs two-thirds of
the entrance. It was -found afterwards; that bevond
the bauk there is a fafe paffage to the inner part of the
bay, the north of which is thelteved by a fmall ifland
lying to the caftward. The whole of the bay is form-
ed by four {mall iflands, which approach fo nearly to
cach other, as to appear, from feveral points, to jain.
2 They
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They all feem to be the rude fragments of primitive
mountains, feparated from the great continent in the
lapfe of time. . ‘The principal ifland is eleven or twelve,
miles in length, and about three in breadth. It isin
the form of a crefeent, and confifts of a ridge of peak-
ed hills. Its latitude, as calculated from a meridional
obfervation, is 8° 40’ north from the equator; and it
longitude, according to a good chronometer, is 10§° 5§’

.eaft from Greerwich.

< The Englith had a fettlemeat on Condore until the
beginning of the prefsnt century, when fome Malay fol-
diers in their pay, in refentment for fome unjuftifiable
treatment, murdered their fuperiors, with the exception
of a very few who efcaped off the ifland, where no En-
ropeans have fince refided. - At the bottom of the bay
was a village fituated clofe to a fine fandy beach, with
a long range of cocoa-nut trees before it, and it was
defended from the north.eaft fea by a reef of coral
rocks, within which was good anchorage for fmall vef.
fels, and an ealy landing ﬁar boats. A party went on
fhore from Lord Macartney’s fyuadron, with the pre-
caution, however, of being armed, as large canoes were
efpied within the reef, which might have been Malay
pirates. Several of the inhabitants came to the beach,
and with the appearance of much urbanity of manners
welcomed them on fhore, and conduéted them to the
houfe of their chief. It was a neat bamboo cabin, lar-
ger than the reft. The floor was eclevated a few feet
above the ground, and ftrewed with mats, on which
were affembled as many men as the place could hold.
It was apparently on the occafion of fome feftival, or
pleafurable meeting. There wze in one of the apart.
ments an altar decorated with images, and the parti-
tions hung with figures of monftrous deities ; but the
countenances and’ deportment of the people conveyed
ro idea of religious awe, and no peifon was {een in the
pofture of prayer or adoration. A few {pears ftood
againft the wall with their points downwards, together
with fome matchlocks and a {wivel gun. The drefs of
thofe people was compefed chiefly of blue cotton worn
loofely about them ; and their flat faces and little eyes
denoted a Chinefe origin or relation. Several long
flips of paper, hanging from the ceiling, were covered
with coldmas of Chinefe writing. One of the miffio-
naries, who was of the party, could not, however, in
any degree, underftand their converfation ; but when
the words were written, they inftantly became intelli.
gible to him. Though their colloquial language was al-
together different from what is {fpoken in China, yet the
chara&ters were all Chinefe; and the fa&t was clearly
afcertained on this occafion, that thofe chara&ers have
an equal advantajre with Arabie numbers, of which the
figures convey the fame meaning wherever known ;
whereas the letters of other languages denote not things,
but elementary founds, which combined vatioufly toge-
ther, form words, or more comglicated founds, convey-
ing different ideas in different lauguages, though the
form of their alphabet be the fame. -

¢ The inhabitants of Pule Condore were, it feems,
Cochin-Chinefe, with their defcendants, who fled fiom
their own couatry, i confequence of their attachment
to one of its fovercigns, dcthroned by feveral of his
own (ubje@s. It was propofed to purchafe provifions
here ; and the people promifed to have the {pecified
quantity ready, if poffible, the next day, when it was
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intended, if the weather fhould be favourable, to land
the invalids. The next morning was fair in the begin.
ning ; and a party of pleafure was made from the
doitan to a fmall ifland clofe to Pulo Condore. 'They
were fcarcely arrived vpon it when the weather began
to lower ; and the boat {et off on itsreturn, in order to
reach the fhip before the impending ftorm fhould be-
in.

¢ With difficulty it reached the fhip; and as foon as

the weather became fair, meflengers were difpatched on

in- .

Pulo,
PunQusa
+ tion.

fhore to receive and pay for the provifions promifed. -

When they arrived at the village, they were aftonifhed

to find it abandoned. The houfes were left open, and -

none of the effefts, except fome arms, that had on the
firft vifit been perceived within them, or even of the
poultry feeding about the doors, were taken away, In
the principal cabin a paper was found, in the Chinefe
language, of which the literal tranflation purported, as
nearly as it could be made, that ¢the people of the
iftand were few in number, and very poor, - yet honeft,
and incapable of doing mifchief ; but felt much terror
at the arrival of fuch great fhips and powerful perfonsy
efpecially a¢ not being able to fatisfy their wants in re-
gard to the quantity of cattle and other provifions, of
which the poor inhabitants of Palo Condore had fcarce.
ly any to {upply, and confequently could not give the.
expeéted facisfaltion. They therefore, through dread
and apprehenfion, refolved to fly to preferve their lives.:
That they {upplicate the great people to bave pity on

them; that they lefc all they had belind them, and on-

ly requefted that their cabins might not be burnt ; and
conclude by proftrating themfelves to the great-people
a hundred times.’ .

¢ The writers of this letter had ptobably received ill -

treatment from: other ftrangers, It was determined that

they thould not continue to think ill of all who cameto -

viit them. On their return they were perhaps as moch
furprifed to find threir heufes ftill entire, as their vifitors
had been who found they were deferted. Nothing was
difturbed ; and a fmall prefent, likely to be acceptable
to the chief, was left for him i the principal dwelling,.
with a Chinefe letter, fignifying that ¢the fhips and
people were Englith, who called merely for refrefhs
ment, and on fair terms of purchafe, without any ill in«
tention ; being a civilized nation, endowed with prine
ciples of humanity, which did not allow them to plun-
der or injure others who happened to be weaker or
fewer than themfelves.”

Puso Lingen, another of this clulter, is likewiie a con«

Irderable ifland, remarkable for a mountam in its centre, -

terminating in a fork like Parnaffus; but to which the

unpoetical fcamen beflow the name of afes ears. Every
day prefented new iflands to the view, difplaying a vaft
varicty in form, fize, and colour. Some ifoleted, and
fome eolle€ted in clufters. Many were clothed with
verdure ; fome had tall trees growing on them ; others
were mere rocks, the refort of innumerable birds, and
whitened with their dung.

PUNCTUATION, in grammar, is an art with
which we have faid, in the Encyclopedia, that the an-
cients were entirely unacquainted. Candour obliges us.
to confefs that this was faid rafhly. A Jcarned writer,
in the Monthly Magazine for September 1798; who
{ubfcribes J. WarsurTON, has proved, we think com-

pletcly, that the art is not wholly modern; and we
| o ol -




