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FOREWORD

Some of the records and recollections which go to
make up this volume have already appeared in the
Malay Mail

and

other

local

publications.

They

are now presented in book form at the request of
Mr. F. W. Palmer, v.c.

The story of the Tauchang

Riots, which appears in diary form at the end of the
book, was written at the time by local reporters.
I am indebted to Mr. C. Ward-Jackson for valuable literary advice and to Mr. F. I. Jones for his kind
assistance in seeing the book through the press.

Kuala Lumpur, F.M.S.,
February, 1934,

H.H. Sultan Sir Suleiman Ala'idin Shah,

G.C.M.G.

CHAPTER I.

IT SEEMS SO LONG AGO.
I N 1889 that very able and courteous gentleman Sir
Cecil Clementi Smith was Governor of the Straits
Settlements. F. A. Swettenham was Resident of Perak,
W. E. Maxwell, Resident of Selangor, W. B. F. Paul,
Resident of Sungei Ujong, the Hon. Martin Lister,
Superintendent of old Negri Sembilan and J. P. Rodger
was holding office as the first Resident of Pahang. All
have passed to their rest except Sir Frank Swettenham,
G.C.M.G., C.H., the founder and father of modern
Malaya. One of Sir Cecil Clementi Smith's daughters
married her father's A.D.C., the late Capt. Henry Talbot,
who was wounded in the Pahang disturbances. Talbot
finished his official career in Malaya as Commissioner of
Police, F.M.S. Forty-four years ago Federation was
still only a dream of the future. One spoke of the
Colony or the Native States.
At that time there were no hotels for Europeans in Kuala Lumpur so, on arrival towards
the end of 1889, I stayed at the then newly
erected Rest House which still stands on the same site as
a supplementary building of the Selangor Club. 1 had
my first tiffin there with a chatty P.W.D. man, who later
on amassed a certain amount of wealth as a contractor
for Government roads and buildings. I refer to the late
W. Nicholas, father of our present State Engineer. On
the day following my arrival the Rest House was taxed
to capacity by the advent of four Australian surveyors
for Government Service. These gentlemen were the
advance guard of many other Australian and New
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Zealand surveyors who came later. Their names
were :—John Wellford, George Stafford, Fred Irby and
Walter Raymond.
Ambition is a well known word in the English
language, yet I have only met two men in my life
who actually talked of their intention to make their
mark in the world. John Wellford was one and Jack
Campbell, a District Officer, the other. Both died here
in harness at a comparatively early age : Jack Campbell
after ten years' service. Raymond ultimately became a
professional jockey on the Malayan Turf, and finally retired to Australia with his wife who, I think, was a Miss
Buswell—daughter of a Perak Police Officer. Irby did
not stay many years in this country. George Stafford—
brother of "Loo" who came later—put in long years of
service, retired on pension and died when on a voyage to
England. His grandson passed through Kuala Lumpur
last year en route to England for his education.
Selangor when I first knew it was a very different
sort of place from what it is to-day. There were only
a few roads and the Selangor State Railway, constructed
under the supervision of A. Spence-Moss, consisted of a
line from Kuala Lumpur to Bukit Kuda on the Klang
river. The bridge over the river and through connection
to Klang was completed in 1900. The Kuala Lumpur
Railway Station was on the site of the present P.W.D.
offices. It was little more than a glorified shed. Communication with Kuala Selangor and Jugra was by launch
from Klang, and goods for Kuala Kubu and Pahang
were still going up river from Kuala Selangor. There
was only a jungle track from Kuala Kubu to Raub. All
transport work was undertaken by Chinese coolies.
Barang was hung from the two ends of a pole which
was carried on the shoulder of the coolie, They were
2
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wonderful fellows those transport coolies. 1 hey would
each carry over a picul.
There was no electric light, no cold storage and no
Dover stoves. Water was obtainable only from wells
or the roofs of houses. Notes issued by the European
banks in Singapore were in circulation, but Mexican and
Japanese silver dollars were in more general use. In
banks and offices these dollars were kept in wooden trays
made to take an exact number of piles of twenty.
Chinese cashiers were very clever at detecting bad coins
by running the piles in little cascades from one hand to
another.
Roads and Buildings.
In 1889 the then newly erected Residency and a
railway house at Seven Dials were the only brick-built
European residences that I can remember. The Judge of
that day, who was known as Chief Magistrate, the late
Sir (then Mr.) H. Conway Belfield, lived in a wooden
house with an atap roof. Houses for Europeans then being built had brick pillars, wooden walls and a roof of
Chinese tiles. Some of these houses still exist in Kuala
Lumpur on Tanglin Road near Seven Dials.
The
Selangor Club was started in 1884. One at least of the
original members, A. C. Norman of the P.W.D. is, I
believe, still alive, although he left this country thirty
years ago. The Club was housed in a small wooden
building at the corner of the Padang near the bridge.
Dr. Braddon was Hon. Secretary in 1889. The late A.
R. Venning, State Treasurer, and later first Chairman
of the Kuala Lumpur Sanitary Board, was often to be
seen there playing billiards with his Chief Clerk.
A. R. Venning was one of a small band of Europeans
—mostly ex-coffee or ex-tea planters—who came over
3
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from Ceylon in the early days to seek their fortunes in
the Malay States. (I was one of them myself). It was
A. R. Venning who laid out the Public Gardens in Kuala
Lumpur. When the Chartered Bank of India, Australia
and China was first opened in Kuala Lumpur, under the
late Bruce Webster, it occupied part of the upper floor
of some old shop-houses in Market Street, where the
business of the Straits Trading Company was carried on
by the late Billie West. His memory is perpetuated in
the residential area of Kuala Lumpur known as West's
Folly. The Public Gardens were opened in 1889 and it
was there that the first golf course was ultimately
laid out. The first Race Course, on Rifle Range Road,
was constructed a year or two later. It was on State
land and the Government refused to allow professional
jockeys to participate at local race meetings. In consequence of this ruling private enterprise secured a lease
of the site of the present Race Course on the Ampang
Road and constructed a track there about 1895.
A Lost Chance.
The residential area of Kuala Lumpur was limited.
It extended about two miles along the Ampang Road.
The house now occupied by Chew Kam Chuan was the
last building on that side of the road. Opposite was the
property of the late John Klyne (a former Supt. P.W.D.)
which consisted of a small wooden house surrounded by
about sixty acres of land, partly planted with coconuts.
In the early nineties the owner offered me the whole of
this property for two thousand dollars. Having no
money, I could not buy it. What he did get for it I do
not know. But the following facts are interesting.
About twenty years ago 43 acres of this very property
were sold at the rate of $1,500 an acre. Six years ago
4
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about 14 acres were sold at just under $5,000 an acre.
And four years ago over 3 acres of the 43 acres above
mentioned changed hands at over $11,000 an acre. No
wonder that a part of the Ampang Road was designated
"the golden mile."
Reverting to the residential area, as it existed
over forty years ago, I may mention that the
last house on the Damansara Road was somewhere near
the entrance to the Public Gardens, and Seven Dials was
adjoining the jungle. The Batu Road was mainly a
residential area. There were a few shop-houses near
the end of Java Street—then a very narrow thoroughfare. The first Sanitary Board office was in a shophouse in Ampang Street. The building on the hill overlooking the Padang, now occupied by the Commissioner
of Police, then housed all Government officials and an
incipient museum. There was a very small Protestant
Church in Bluff Road where the late Mrs. Reyne's
mother (Mrs. Burleigh) played the organ. The actual
cost of this building (erected in 1887) was $1363. A
small Convent existed near the site of the present Methodist Girls' School. In later years the Government allowed a public lottery in order to raise funds for the
building of a new Convent on Bukit Nanas Road.
B. J. P. Joaquim's father, who was one of the first advocates admitted to practice in the Courts here, took a
leading part in managing the lottery. The General Hospital, known for many years as the Pauper Hospital, was
opened in 1889 with the late Dr. Welch in charge. I
have a vague remembrance that there was some sort of
a ward for Europeans where the Tanglin Hospital now
stands. There was certainly a padded room for lunatics. A small English-Malay school was situated in
Malay Street.
5
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Weld s Hill was a coffee estate. A variety
of products including tea and pepper had been tried
out in addition to the coffee. F. A. Toynbee, who opened a larger number of estates in Selangor than anybody
else has ever done, was manager at Weld's Hill for a
considerable period. When I first saw the place, the
late J. P. Stuart, whose widow afterwards married F. A.
Toynbee, was living in the bungalow on the hill. Little
did I think when I paid my first call there that, in later
years, I should become the owner of the bungalow, pull
it down, build a brick house and have it as my home
for more than a quarter of a century.
I seem to remember the first Post Office
in Kuala Lumpur as consisting of two small huts
near the then so-called Railway Station. The next
Post Office was a two storied building on the south
side of the Padang. The upper floor was reserved as
quarters for the postmaster, a mercantile marine man,
who was wont to address his clerks in somewhat nautical language. The mail from Singapore sometimes arrived after the Post Office was closed. One day the
Secretary to Government called for the Resident's letters
after the office was closed. He knocked at the door. A
voice from an upper window asked him who the
he thought he was and what the
he wanted.
A reply couched in dignified language only added fuel
to the fire of wrath animating the gentleman above, who
proceeded to tell the Secretary to Government in picturesque language what he thought about him in particular and the world in general. Shortly afterwards
there was a change of Postmaster.
The third Post Office was under the Federal Secretariat in the main building of the present Government
Offices. There are many people still here who remember
6
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Chow Kit's shop at the corner of Market Street where
the present Post Office now stands.
After this last
move had been made, the vacated rooms in the Government Offices were occupied by the Chartered Bank of
I. A. & C. whilst the new premises of the Bank were
being erected on the south side of the Padang.
The sole general European store in Kuala
Lumpur in 1883 was Maynard's in Market Street.
Nominally this was a drug store in charge of a Mr.
Williams who afterwards went to Shanghai. In reality it
was (i) a bar (ii) a general rendez-vous for Europeans
in the morning and (iii) a place where one bought hams,
tinned food etc. in addition to medicines and medical
comforts. Nearly opposite was a Chinese-owned general store run by old Sam Kee who was very popular with
Europeans. I do not think that either Maynard's or
Sam Kee did much of a cash business. It was all chits.
The late Sam Scott was about this time interested in
an aerated water and ice business : later on he started
the chemist's business which he owned for so many
years before retiring to Negri Sembilan.
Cost of Living.
Salaries were low, averaging out about one third of
what would be paid to-day. The exchange value of the
dollar was steadily falling. But living was cheap.
Standard wages were : Cook $12 a month; boy $10 a
month; kebun $8 or $9 a month and syce $9 to $10 a
month with an extra $2 if he could shoe a horse. Living on contract could be managed for $1 a day. Buffalo
meat and Indian mutton were obtainable in the Kuala
Lumpur market. Calcutta hump was an imported
luxury. One or two residents had a standing order with
John Little's in Singapore for the supply of a weekly box
7
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of fresh meat and other provisions packed in ice. These
boxes came up by the S.S. Sappho (Capt. Wahl) arriving
on Sunday. Generally speaking the local food supply was
poor in quality. Liquor was cheap. Claret and port
were always passed round after dinner. Some people,
including the late dear old Father Letessier, the R.C.
Priest, and the late Sir (then Mr.) W. E. Maxwell, the
Resident, imported their claret by the cask and had it
bottled locally. A bottle of German champagne could be
bought for less than a dollar. Andrew Usher was the
. favourite brand of whiskey. On the Straits Steamship
Company's vessels a certain amount of free drinks was,
I believe, allowed at table. The same practice existed
on the French mail steamers. The chit system was almost universal. It even extended to church collections.
The very few people who smoked cigarettes made
their own. Most people smoked Manila cigars which were
cheap in those days. Nearly all Europeans wore white
suits with a tutup coat during the day. Straw hats and
store clothes appeared in the evening. On very State
occasions a few elderly gentlemen sported bowlers.
Clothes had to be obtained from Singapore or Penang.
John Little, Robinson and Pritchard all had travellers
touring the Native States. "Our Mr. Fox will call upon
you shortly to collect out-standing account and to receive
your further esteemed orders'' was a letter John Little's
must have sent out by thousands ! In later years it was
"Our Mr. Jackson" who, cheerful as ever, is now travelling for Robinson's.
Rikishas were used by Europeans in Kuala
Lumpur, but it was considered infra dig to be seen
in a gharry about the town, whereas in Singapore
at that time Europeans used gharries in preference to
rikishas. Social life in the early nineties was almost
8
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entirely controlled by the local official world. It was
a freer, simpler, less conventional life than is possible
in the imported London suburb atmosphere which prevails today. Everybody knew everybody, and everybody
"talked shop" on every possible occasion.
Riding, cricket, shooting and tennis were the chief
pastimes. The ever popular Abrams of Singapore, affectionately known as "Daddy," imported fine Australian
horses; and natives from the north-west of India brought
down useful country-breds. How much Abrams lost in
bad debts will never be known. Except on one solitary
occasion, he never sued his debtors in Court. The exception was the result of a disagreement with a very high
Government official over a sum of four dollars ! Needless
to say $4 was nothing to Abrams. There was a matter of
principle at stake. He left more friends to mourn his
loss when he died than most people now living in this
part of the world can hope to do.
Entertainment.
In the absence of a Town Hall, the Selangor Club
was used for entertainments and travelling shows. The
first film to be seen here was shown at the Selangor
Club. It was a poor, flickering production. Smoking
concerts were held at the Club to which ladies were not
admitted. Some of the ladies resented this exclusion,
so on one occasion two of them hid under the building
in order to hear what was going on. Unfortunately one
of them laughed loudly at some joke or other, with the
result that their presence was discovered and they were
invited to come inside, and that was the end of smoking
concerts for men only. This reminds me of another
story about the Selangor Club when it had moved into
larger premises on the site of the present Club. An ama9
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tcur performance was being given and a popular official,
who later acted as Governor of a Colony, occupied the
stage. His role was a comic one. The audience laughed, the audience roared ! Never had a performer met
with such a reception ! The house rocked with merriment ! The performer thought "by Jove, I am making
a hit," until he found himself hauled back into the wings
to be told that his pants had split.
Long leave to Europe was only earned after
six years' service, official or otherwise, and everybody had to pay their own passages.
A sea-trip
to Singapore or Penang was the only available
local excursion. It was surprising how frequently men
required "sick leave" in order to visit a Singapore dentist just at the time there happened to be a race meeting
on in the Lion City. The S.S. Sappho (Capt. Wahl) and
the S.S. Malacca (Capt. Daly) were the favourite passenger ships on the Singapore-Klang run. There was
also a Chinese-owned ship, commanded by a tough old
salt of an entirely different type and known as "the terror of the sea" owing to one or two collisions. Whether
the nickname was meant for the Captain or his ship I
am not sure. The late Captain Wahl, a dapper little
Dane, had a house "on the Batu Road, Kuala Lumpur,
where he resided from Sunday to Tuesday every week.
H e had his own smart pony dog-cart to take him to and
from the Station. The genial Captain Daly is still alive
and living in Singapore when not taking trips to Europe.
All Sorts and Conditions.
New countries in an early stage of development
attract all sorts of people in search of employment. It
is said that one of the best of the earlier District Officers
J. R. O. Aldworth, who ultimately became Resident of
10
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Negri Sembilan, came out to Malaya merely on the
chance of finding a career here. At the other end of
the scale there was the very seedy, down at heels, alcoholic looking gentleman who applied to the Resident,
(J. P. Rodger) for employment. On being asked what,
if any, qualifications he possessed for any sort of job,
the applicant pointed a trembling finger at the Resident
and replied. "I am sure, Sir, that I could fill any position requiring strict sobriety and trust to your entire
satisfaction." The Resident thought otherwise.
The Sultan.
H . H . Sultan Ala'idin Sulaiman Shah, G . C . M . C ,
ascended the throne of Selangor in 1898 on the death
of his grandfather.
H e has not altered much with the years. As a
young man he was quiet, gentle and courteous to all. So
he remains to this day. Although a little shy with strangers, he has a natural dignity befitting his station in
life. Sir H u g h Clifford, who knew all the royal families
of Malaya, had a special respect for our Sultan. Last
year, amid popular rejoicings, he celebrated his 70th
birthday and issued the following Birthday Address to
his people :
"I give thanks to the Almighty, who has granted to
me the Rule in this State, for my long life of seventy
years and I pray to Him that I may perform my responsibilities with justice to all, and with the assistance of
My officers direct in the right path the governance of the
State. The good wishes, which I have received from
all races in the State, the prayers which have been offered on My behalf, and the presence of the High Commissioner in Selangor to-day, have given Me most deep and
sincere pleasure. The times in which we live are still
11
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full of trouble; appalling difficulties and great distress
have befallen the whole world. May Allah keep far
from My State the worst ills, and may He so direct
those in authority in the Government of the State, and
all who dwell therein, that with loyalty to the State and
to His Majesty the King they may search out every
means to ensure good Government and banish the distress which exists in the State.
" It is the duty of every person to order his life
and his daily work with foresight and care, to cast off
laziness and carelessness, to seek peace and act honestly
and fairly and to help his neighbours—each in the way
which lies to his hand. In such way does the cultivator
plant more grain and grow the food which mankind
needs, and increase it so that all may live in plenty and
the Almighty lengthen our years. May He increase
the material welfare of this State of Selangor and
strengthen our merits and the blessings which we enjoy,
and may He protect each one of us."
Sulaiman.
The G. O. M.
Of the people still living who played an important
part in the development of the country and in the local
life of the place during the closing years of the last century, one naturally thinks first of Sir Frank Swettenham, G.C.M.G., C.H., who joined the Straits Settlements Civil .Service in 1870, was present at the signing
of the Pangkor Treaty in 1874 and retired as Governor
of the Straits Settlement and High Commissioner of the
Malay States more than thirty years ago. A whole
book would be necessary for a complete record of his
life's work. He has supplied part of it himself in his
own classic, British Malaya. He has outlived all his
12
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earlier contemporaries and most of his later contemporaries. He had already been about a dozen years in the
Service here before Sir (then Mr.) Hugh Clifford arrived. One can only wonder at the crass futility of our
constitutional system, when a man like Sir Frank did
not go to the House of Lords on his retirement from the
Colonial Service. A statesman, if there ever was one,
his services would have been invaluable in the Upper
House. As it is, however, he has devoted his leisure
to the control of rubber companies and other activities
which include a never tiring interest in everything appertaining to the welfare of Malaya. During the Great
War Sir Frank was Joint Director of the Official Press
Bureau in London. And for some years he has been
King of Arms of The Most Distinguished Order of
St. Michael and St. George.
That his work for the Federated Malay States has
been appreciated in his lifetime is evident from the fact
that his friends and admirers have already erected his
statue at the north end of the Public Offices in Kuala
Lumpur. He was a great cricketer in his day. It was
jokingly said in Perak that a good bat or a fast bowler
could generally get a job in the Government Service,
so long as Swettenham was Resident. A good Malay
scholar, possessing a strong sense of justice tempered
with humour, he was the ideal Resident. Although
somewhat of a cynic there was nothing petty in his
nature. I never heard of him letting anybody down.
To this day he has never forgotten the fact that these
States constitute a Malay country belonging to the
Malays. Richard Sidney has rightly described Sir
Frank as Malaya's G. O. M. Although devoted to the
interests of the Malay people, Sir Frank was never unmindful of the interests of other people. Addressing
13
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a meeting of the Royal Colonial Institute in 1896 he
said inter alia :—" I think that the English official has
something to learn in his treatment of men of his own
colour who approach him in his official capacity
Some British officials (in Malaya) appear to acquire,
in the course of their service, a habit of looking with
suspicion on all their own countrymen who have any
official dealings with them. It seems remarkable that
it should be so, but almost anybody can bear out my
statement, and I think everyone who has influence should
use it to discourage an attitude which, if assumed by a
senior officer, will very soon be imitated by his juniors.
I have never been able to sympathise with this frame
of mind myself, because I have, I am glad to say, in
a somewhat long experience, never seen anything to
justify it
Government officers are there as
the temporary stewards of a property—the servants of
the public. It should be their object to encourage every
legitimate enterprise for the advancement of the country
and the profit and prosperity of those who dwell therein."
Dr. Travers.
An outstanding personality of earlier days who is
still enjoying life in the provinces at home is Dr. E. A.
O. Travers who came to Sungei Ujong in the late eighties, was State Surgeon, Selangor, in the early nineties
and went into private practice here in 1909. H e was
a good surgeon and an excellent administrator. H e was
also everything else. For three or four decades he was
the life and soul of the European community here—to
say nothing of his influence amongst Asiatics. A
tabulated list of all his interests—professional, sporting,
social, commercial and financial—would fill columns of
14
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a newspaper.
He was certainly a mighty hunter of
wild animals.
He now lives at home in the role of
country squire, and is of course taking an ac ive part in
the public life of his locality, when not away on big game
shooting expeditions in East Africa.
Like so many successful men, Dr. Travcrs is
uncommonly shrewd, temperate in his habits and never
idle. Also he has a charm of manner which never fails
him. Over and over again his simple presence in a sick
room has acted like a tonic on his patient. It is hardly
likely that any other European will ever occupy quite
the same position in the general life of Kuala Lumpur
as Travers did both when in the Service and afterwards
when in private practice.
An Intellectual.
Another of our still living worthy Malayans is
H. C. E. Zacharias, now attached to a Belgian monastery
as a lay worker. How and why he drifted to this part
of the world I cannot remember. I know that he
brought with him the first motor car ever seen in Kuala
Lumpur—a British built Roots and Venable—a name
long since forgotten. Later on, he went home again to
purchase some Locomobile steam cars for service across
the main range to Pahang. This venture was a lamentable failure. The Locomobiles were delightful little cars
to ride in, but unfortunately they had a habit of setting
themselves on fire or otherwise misbehaving. Anyhow
they never seemed to complete a journey. After this
"Zac", as he was affectionately called, became Secretary
of the Selangor Club and then later on established himself with D. A. A. Christie in a shop-house in Old
Market Square and held several very fine agencies—
including that of the Ford car.
13
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" Z a c " was a doctor of philosophy. I do
not fancy that he was really interested in commerce. He was more in his element as the efficient
Secretary of the Planters' Association of Malaya,
an appointment he held from 1904 when the Association was known as the United Planters' Association
of the F.M.S. until he left in 1919 to reside in India.
There he adopted native costume and edited an Indian
newspaper. A strange character but a very likeable
man. He had certainly had a first class education and
intellectually was considerably above the average.
His wife, a cosmopolitan to her finger tips and always
one of my good friends, was a power in the land socially until the War came, when her position was made
impossible by former "friends," and she went to work
for the Red Cross in Geneva. Zacharias, although partly educated in Germany, was a British subject and so
was his father before him.
In Advance of his Times.
G. T. Tickell, who writes an occasional article in
British Malaya, was in the Government Service here
nearly fifty years ago. Then he went away and had a
life of adventure in all parts of the world. He was
everything in turn. Journalism, pearling, orange growing and other occupations kept him busy. Nothing came
amiss. If he could not get a brain worker's job he would
take anything going. Working his passage across an
ocean as a ship's steward rather than borrow money to
pay for it was all in the day's work. And then he came
back to Malaya and was given the appointment of Chairman, Kuala Lumpur Sanitary Board. I think he was
the best Chairman the Board has ever had. But he was
in advance of his times; his work was not appreciated;
16
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he was looked upon as somewhat too daring an innovator
and possibly there was some jealousy behind the official
opposition to many of his plans and suggestions. Kuala
Lumpur would have been a finer town to-day if Tickell's
services had been retained and his efforts supported
instead of thwarted.
Two Favourites.
Both A. S. and Cyril Baxendale were liked by everybody when they were out here. A. S. Baxendale, always
known as "Johnnie", began his career in one of the Cable
Companies and then came to Selangor as Supt. Posts
and Telegraphs. After he retired from the Service in
1906 he started the local business of Baxendale & Devitt
which was ultimately sold to the Planters' Stores and
Agency Company. He was a mainstay of the museum
as it existed in the early days and played a prominent
part in the social life of the town. When he left Malaya
Johnnie secured an important position on the staff of
another cable company, and as a hobby has written
learned works on currency. He has also at least one novel
to his credit.
His brother Cyril, who had been farming in
Australia before coming to stay with his brother in
Kuala Lumpur, began his career here by writing regularly for the Straits Times on matters concerning the
Malay States. Then in turn he was interested in coffee,
ramie, coconuts and then rubber. He retired from active management more than twenty years ago, but has
since paid several visits to Jugra Estate as a director of
the Company. He still has many friends in Malaya
who are always glad to see him. Both brothers possess
a real charm of manner : both are naturally sincere,
kind-hearted men.
17
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Men of Mark.
"The United Planters' Association of the Federated
Malay States", was formed in 1897. Its name was
changed to "The United Planters' Association of the
Malay Peninsula" in April, 1907. This name, in turn,
was changed to "The Planters' Association of Malaya"
in December, 1907. The Association has been fortunate
in its choice of both Chairmen and Secretaries. T h e
three outstanding Chairmen of the Association were
the late E. V. Carey (1899-1903), Eric Macfadyen (two
years) and the late J. S. Arter (five years). Eric Macfadyen has an unique record all to himself. From Oxford he came out here to join the Malayan Civil Service.
H a d he stayed in the Service he would have become a
Colonial Governor. H e elected to become a planter.
As far as I know he had nothing much in the way of
capital.
He began his planting career in the
usual way, as an assistant on an estate.
H e had
brains, pep and personality.
It was not very longbefore this ex-President of the Oxford Union became Chairman of the P.A.M. and a member of the
Federal Council.
His next important move onwards
and upwards was when he left Malaya for London to
become one of the managing directors of Harrisons and
Crosfield, and to represent a Wiltshire constituency in
the House of Commons. To-day, still hale and hearty,
he is a City magnate. Excluding Sir Frank Swettenham, we may look upon Eric Macfadyen as one of the
three most distinguished ex-Malayans still carrying on.
I never met the late J.S. Arter, but from all accounts
he wore himself out in the performance of his public
duties. In the opinion of those competent to say, he was
just the right man as Chairman of the P.A.M. and did
a tremendous amount of work for the benefit of his
18
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brother planters.
As a rule the success of any institution or
association depends largely on the Secretary. The
destinies of the P.A.M. have been in the hands of
two extraordinarily able Secretaries—H.C.E. Zacharias
(1907-1919) and C. Ward-Jackson, who has held the
appointment since 1919, except for a short interregnum
when he served as Administrator of the Rubber Research Institute of Malaya (1927-1928). The career of
H.C.E. Zacharias has already been referred to. C. WardJackson, now a man of 43, came out to Malaya in
1911. He has been a journalist in Fleet Street, has written books and plays, was a planter in Malaya before the
War, joined up and saw service as an Officer with the
Yorkshire Regiment, and since 1919 has been the life
and soul of the Planters' Association of Malaya. He was
chief founder of the Incorporated Society of Planters.
And the Asiatic Planters' Association (the forerunner
of the Malayan Estate Owners' Association) owed much
to his efforts.
He was the founder of the Malayan
Kennel Association of which he is now the Hon. Secretary, besides being Hon. Editor of the Malayan Kennel
Gazette. Of the four or five plays Ward-Jackson has
written, one was produced in London (1915) and another
was banned by the Lord Chamberlain after the copyright
performance had been given. He has written histories
of British regiments, and a novel. Also, in conjunction
with E.V. Conolly, several works on historical celebrities
such as Simon de Montfort, Thomas Cranmer and John
Knox. An evening visitor to Ward-Jackson's house at
Batu Caves will find the owner in his garden whilst day
light lasts, and then in the library when it is time to
turn on the electric light. Intellectually head and shoulders above the crowd, a born organizer, a strong hater
19
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with a very pronounced combative element in his mental
make up, and, on occasion, a master of satire, WardJackson stands in a class by himself. Yet withal he is
very human. Almost a sentimentalist at heart, although
I do not suppose he would ever admit it. Skilled in the
employment of denunciatory language when engaged in
a fight, he is by nature extremely courteous, bears no
malice when a fight is over, is utterly devoid of ambition, finds nothing too much trouble when called on for
practical assistance and is always both generous and
sympathetic in cases of distress. A man of forceful character is sometimes out of place in a small community.
Absence of ambition and lack of scope keep Ward-Jackson where he is to-day—the servant, friend and adviser
of the European planting community.
It is interesting to note that the present chief clerk
of the Planters' Association of Malaya (C. Samuel) has
served it continuously since mid-1912.
No Skirts : By Request.
The name of R. J. Wilkinson will be remembered in
Malaya long after those of many of his contemporaries
have been forgotten. He has created his own permanent memorial in the form of a two-volume Malay Dictionary which will be a standard work of reference for
generations to come. Born in Smyrna, Wilkinson became a linguist almost at birth. Although essentially
a man of the student type, he was also a very capable
official. 1 doubt if this fact was always recognised in
Malaya : partly perhaps because of his quiet, retiring
disposition. However, that he was given the Governorship of a West African Colony speaks for itself. Not
seeing eye to eye with the Colonial Office on some point
or other, he left the Service and has now settled down
20
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on the shores of the Mediterranean.
Thinking of Wilkinson reminds me of a
story.
On the ship which brought me back
to Malaya after my first leave, there was Wilkinson and, say, X, who were on their way out as
cadets.
They were of course both interested to hear
all about Malayan life. One day E. T. C. Garland, of
Johore, who was also returning from leave, showed them
a collection of photographs, one of which portrayed a
Sunday curry-tiffin party sitting out on a verandah. It
was obviously a bachelor party as the men were dressed
in bajus and sarongs. "Why," said X, "these men are
dressed in skirts." "Yes," said Garland, "it is a sort of
skirt, in fact most people sleep in a sarong." "What,"
replied X, "European men wear skirts ! I should never
think of doing such a thing!"
An English Gentleman.
Gapt. Sir Arthur Young, G.C.M.G., Chief Secretary
to Government, F.M.S., 1911 and Governor, S.S., and
High Commissioner, F.M.S., 1911 to 1919, was born in
1854 and as a young man played Rugby for Scotland
against England. He left the Army in 1878 to take
command of the Military Police in Cyprus and became
Colonial Secretary, Straits Settlements, in 1906.
His
transfer five years later to be Chief Secretary to Government, F.M.S., was regarded as promotion, although the
holder of the appointment was no longer to be called
Resident-General. Speculating one evening at the Lake
Club as to who would succeed Sir John Anderson as
Governor, various names were mentioned. Sir Arthur
Young's only contribution to the conversaton was:
" Well, I should be inclined to back the field." He was
too modest to sav that he himself had already been offer 21
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ed the appointment. A typical English gentleman who
took infinite pains in the carrying out of his duties, he
had the respect of all men. As Governor and Commander-in-Chief at Singapore during the War years, he
carried a very heavy and responsible burden with complete satisfaction to the people of this country and to the
Imperial Authorities. In his younger days he was an
enthusiastic player of cricket, tennis and golf.
Adck and A bang.
Dr. W. L. Braddon has resided in Selangor and
Negri Sembilan for about 45 years and A. Braddon,
going strong at 74, for nearly as long a period. The
adek was one of the most brilliant men who ever joined
the Selangor Medical Service. It was W. L. Braddon
who first established the connection between bcri-beri
and polished rice. When he gave up his medical career
in 1908 to assist in the mining and planting development
of this country, the Medical Department lost the services
of a man with a first class brain. He has always been a
fighter for some cause or another. Of recent years he
has been the champion of rubber restriction. At one
time his was the voice in a wilderness of almost lethargic despair. He, more than anybody else, certainly kept
the restriction flag flying during the worst crisis the
rubber industry has ever experienced. And he has always had a definite scheme to propound in the columns of
the local press.
His brother, the abang, is of a more retiring and less pugnacious disposition.
One of those
genial characters who make friends wherever they go.
The abang has only been home once in the forty odd
years of his residence here, so he may be regarded as
one of our permanent settlers ! His chief interests out
22
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here have been in mining and planting propositions.
The Hampshire Brothers.
A. K. E. and D. H. Hampshire are two of the very
few European commercial men who have had really
successful business careers in Selangor. Other men
have done good work as salaried employees.
The
Hampshire brothers created a business for themselves :
although they began as employees. Their father, who
was a doctor in the Straits Settlements Medical Service,
had a large family to provide for. He could not do
much for his two sons except to provide them with an
education. Whilst Colonial Surgeon, Penang, Dr. Hampshire secured an appointment for his elder son in Huttenbach's office there. A year or so later Dr. Hampshire
retired and about that time, or perhaps a little earlier,
A. K. E. Hampshire left the parental roof in Penang
and came to Selangor to work for PI. Huttenbach.
Within a few years he owned the business.
D. H.
Hampshire came out some ten years later with banking experience and took up work as a Settlement
Officer for a short time before joining his brother.
In 1910 the firm became Boustead, Hampshire & Co.
The Hampshires sold out their interest in 1920 and the
firm is now simply Boustead & Co. In his younger days
A. K. E. played cricket and football for the State, and
was for many years Hon. Secretary and then President
of the Pake Club. He was also one of the first three
Europeans in Kuala Lumpur to own and drive a motor
car. Both brothers have served on the Federal Council
and taken their full share in the public life of the State.
A. K. E. retired to England in 1921. D. H. remains
out here and occupies his time as a director of public
companies, member of the Railway Board etc.
23
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What is the secret of their success? I think it may
be put down to straight-dealing, natural shrewdness, imagination and pluck. They were not content to rely on
commerce alone as a means of acquiring wealth. They
went into the real estate business, planting, mining or
any other venture which offered a promising outlook.
Like Father : Like Son.
As he may possibly see these lines before they get
into print I must be careful what I write about C. N.
Maxwell! His career here has been somewhat out of
the ordinary. He began as Private Secretary to his
father, who at the time was Resident of Selangor. He
then joined the Sarawak Service in which one of his
uncles was a Resident. Two and a half years later he
came back to join the Selangor Service.
He went
through the Boer War as a trooper in the Ceylon Mounted Infantry, and ended his official career here as Commissioner of Trade and Customs, F.M.S. He now owns
and controls a rubber estate at the Dindings, and, following in his father's footsteps he has recently produced a
very original and useful guide to the learning of the
Malay language and has a second book on the same subject now going through the press. He is also the author
of Malayan Fishes and The Control of Malaria.
Of the late Sir William's sons who have made their
careers in Malaya, Charleton is the most like his father—
in appearance and, to some extent, in character. He has
many of his father's ideals. (Although he was always
known as "Bill" I doubt if Sir William was ever addressed by that name). Charleton has a genial, breezy
personality. It is curious that, since his retirement from
the Service in 1927 the Government has so seldom avail24
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ed itself of Charleton's extensive knowledge of the
country. He served on the Rice Commission. It may be
of course that, living in Lumut, he has been unable to
accept invitations to serve on public or semi-public bodies
dealing with F.M.S. affairs. His services would certainly be of value to the Railway Board and to the new
Malayan Postal Board.
'Ronnie' Kindersley.
I cannot do better than quote here some extracts
from an appreciation by C. Ward-Jackson which
appeared in the Malay Mail of March 9, 1926.
"Ronald Charles Murray Kindersley, who goes
shortly on leave—perhaps prior to retirement—is one
of the few pioneers still in harness.
"As a youth, he "crammed" for the Army; but was
"ploughed" on account of his heart. He then entered
a Chartered Accountant's office; but a sedentary life
made no appeal to him as he was a soldier at heart. He
then enlisted in the Black Watch as a private, and in
quick time attained the dignity of a corporal. Douglas
who "crammed" for the Royal Marines, was rejected on
account of his eyesight. These setbacks decided the
brothers to seek their fortunes far afield, and they came
to Selangor in 1893.
"In 1896, they obtained some Para rubber plants
from H. N. Ridley of the Singapore Botanical Gardens
and planted five acres of rubber on Inch Kenneth.
These were the first rubber trees planted as a field in
the State of Selangor, as Sir George Maxwell pointed
out at the Asiatic Planters' Association meeting, although Thomas Heslop Hill had previously planted some
few isolated trees on Weld's Hill, Kuala Lumpur.
"Ronnie passed through many vicissitudes and diffi25
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culties—including the great Slump in 1899—and later
on, won through by his quiet determination, strenuous
endeavour, cheery optimism, and force of character. He
is now a director of many rubber companies in the
Kindersley group. Douglas, "the Marine," found a
soldier's grave in France in 1917.
"Ronnie Kindersley never dropped anything that
he believed in, nor adopted anything that he did not
believe in. He is an entirely honest man, whose
"thoughts lie clear as pebbles in a brook." His motives
are as transparent as his utterance. He is singularly
sincere and public-spirited, and is motived, not by personal considerations, but by real devotion to the country
of his adoption, to his conception of justice and duty,
to his sense of humanity."
The above mentioned names of men still living, who
have been prominently associated with Malayan life as
1 have seen it in Selangor, is by no means a complete
list. Rather samples from the store-house of memory.
There are of course many other notable Malayans,
past and present, whom I would like to mention. From
1890 when the late Rev. F. W. Haines was appointed
"Government Tutor and Chaplain, Selangor" to 1934
when Andrew Caldecott—the star man of the Malayan
Civil Service—goes to Government House, Singapore, is
a long period during which many good men have "had
their day" here.
A mere list would include W. W. Skeat, the
author of Malay Magic, who had to leave Malaya
on account of ill health ; the late Sir Thomas
Braddell, C.J. son of a former Attorney-General, S.S.,
and father of the most brilliant advocate at the Singapore Bar to-day; the late Yap Kwan Seng, the last of
the Capitan Chinas: E. S. Hose, a very sound official
26
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who finished his career here as acting Governor, S.S.,
Wallace Cook, a successful and much respected business
man; L. P. Ebden and J. R. Innes, two very human, and
therefore humane, judges; V.A. Lowinger now representing the different Malayan Administrations in London;
the Hubback brothers, one of whom rose to be a Brigadier-General during the W a r ; Dr. A. T. Stanton, now an
Adviser to the Colonial Office; Dr. Day, a worthy successor to Dr. Travers, R. Proust who "joined u p " at the
age of 57 and saw service in Mesopotamia; F. W .
Palmer, whose W a r decorations include the Victoria
Cross; Dr. R. O. Winstedt, a Civil Servant of
great literary ability: author of a Malay Grammar, an
English-Malay dictionary and other publications
dealing with Malayan subjects; H . N. Ferrers
always a shining light in our local community;
Oliver Marks, now Secretary of the Association of
British Malaya; H. M. Whitley, one of the best judges
drawn from the Civil Service; A. B. Voules, who might
have been a Colonial Governor had promotion been faster in his day; the late D o u g h s Campbell who was cut
off in his prime when Adviser, Johore; the Walsh brothers one of whom died here and the other in Australia; M u r r a y Campbell, the railway contractor (a memory
of the nineties); and many Civil Servants who did yeoman service in their day. The old school is changing
for the new. This is inevitable throughout the world
owing to altered conditions. The late Abraham Hall,
W . P. Hume, C. W . Parr, E. Dickson and A. S. Haynes
were, I think, very representative types of the old school
—men who absolutely identified themselves with the
interests of the people of Malaya—irrespective of race.
Men of a newer school of thought and action have
not the same opportunities. They have not the same
27
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leisure. If and when they can get about in the districts,
they travel in fast motor cars. The old time District
Officer is being replaced by the modern Malay.
This
again was inevitable. If the modern Malay administrative officers turn out to be of the Raja Uda type, there
need be no fear for the future of the Malay States.
I have not attempted any pen pictures of the three
leading officials who are now engaged in the making
and moulding of a future Malaya. I refer to Sir Cecil
Clementi, Andrew Caldecott and T. S. Adams.
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CHAPTER

II.

PERSONALITIES OF THE PAST.
T H E following records and impressions concern men
who were prominent citizens here in their day.
Some in the Public Service : others who helped in
the material development of the State. I will begin
with those who were here when I arrived and then mention some of those who came later.
Towkay Loke Yew, C.M.G., L.T.D.
This remarkable man was the only son of an agriculturist in China who lived to about the age of a hundred. It was from his father that the late Loke Yew inherited his love of the soil. He came to Singapore when
he was a boy, worked in a shop and saved $99 in four
years. Later he went to Perak where he made and lost
money in tin-mining and trading. He was one of the
contractors for food supplies to the troops during the
Perak war. From Perak he came to Selangor—where
he spent the greater part of his life. He leased Farms
(gambling, spirit and pawnbroking) from the Government, was the first man in Selangor to establish an electric power plant on a mine, constructed the Sungei Besi
and Bentong roads, opened up rubber estates, started
cement works and a coconut oil mill and put a lot of
his money into real estate—both here and in Singapore.
Charity was one of his virtues. The Hong Kong University benefitted by his generosity and it was from
this University that he received his honorary I.I.D.
I first got to know him well when I was Assistant Dis29
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trict Officer at Rawang, where he had important mininginterests. There was no train service and no motor
cars in those days, so he and his friend San Ah Peng
(father of San Ah Wing-) had to drive or ride the seventeen miles from Kuala Lumpur, generally making the
return journey the same day. In later years, after 1 had
started a daily paper in Kuala Lumpur, I gave up journalism to become his local real estate agent—a business
connection which lasted till his death in 1917.
He was married four times. The first was
a child marriage in China. I was on terms of
family friendship with his other wives, including the lady who survives, him. Three quite different types of women, but all kind-hearted and considerate. Loke Yew had an attractive personality. I
think the charm of the man lay partly in the simplicity
of his nature, partly in his extraordinary ability (although he had had no education) and partly to the natural courtesy of his manner and his innate kindness of
heart. I hope and believe that the only bad turn I ever
did him was when, in the long ago, I sold him a horse
of very uncertain temper. Later on, when I ventured
to enquire how the animal was behaving, he said "Oh,
all right"—and then as an afterthought—"last week it
knocked down a lamp post."
Careful in Small Things.
The Towkay was always a good and kind husband,
although, owing to his dislike of ostentatious display
and lack of interest in entertainment or amusement, it
is doubtful if he ever quite realized that the joy of life
to a woman is bound up to some extent in the paraphernalia of the home, pretty things, the luxuries of modern
life and some amusement. He was generally the least
30
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expensively dressed man in his own office, kept and used
old motor cars which other people would have sold, and
often went backwards and forwards to his office in a
rikisha. Like so many rich men, he was very careful
about petty expenditure, and most generous in big things.
It was the same in business. When I was his land agent
we once settled an £80,000 mortgage in three minutes.
The only point he wanted to discuss was the rate of interest to be charged. On another occasion when I had
to advocate, say, the spending of a few hundred dollars
on house repairs, the conversation might last half an
hour. Perhaps his trips to Europe, his family life and
the actual hard work he did on his estates gave him more
pleasure than anything else. There is a story told of
the late Mrs. Loke Yew (his third wife) going out in
the car to fetch him home from Hawthornden Estate
because it was raining, and finding him wet through with
a changkol in his hand showing a coolie how to dig. I
believe that if Loke Yew had had a first class education
he might have been one of the rulers of China.
Belief in God.
I don't know that he professed any particular religion, but he had a very strong belief in an all-wise, allpowerful God. H e once told me that he would far rather
have a C. M. G. from Titan Allah when he died than
any decoration he could get on earth. And when told
about some swindle or other would say " Well, Titan
Allah will judge." H e once told me that he was getting
6 0 % of the profits derived from a certain mine. Thinking he might have partners in this particular venture,
I said " W h o gets the balance?" H e smiled and replied
" Ah, that is what I should like to know." Hundreds
of people went to him for financial assistance of one
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sort or another; many of them under the impression
that it was the duty of the rich man to grant all such
requests. Genuine distress seldom appealed in vain, but
he always used his own discretion. In earlier life he had
been a fairly heavy opium smoker, but gave it up after
his first trip to Europe. Later on he became a great
cigarette smoker.
Neither drink nor cards ever appealed to him.
He was, on balance, a successful tin
miner. However it was always the land he loved. He
was practically born an agriculturist and he died an agriculturist. If there was any one thing he disliked more
than another, it was the cutting down of a coconut tree
or a fruit tree. To propose the demolition of an old
house was a trifle compared with any suggestion to cut
down useful trees. He was always spoken of in the
office as "the old man." He would listen to any amount
of advice but, having a very decided will of his own,
it was always problematical whether he would take it.
His Malay was not always easy, but there was one reply
well known to his personal staff and that was "Tausa".
Courteous and Considerate.
The Towkay was undoubtedly proud of his wealth,
but it did not bring him unalloyed happiness. The very
last time he was in my office, a few weeks before his
death, he told me that he was no happier with his wealth
than when he had had less. I urged him, as I had done
before, to give up his incessant work and worry and to
be content with what he had (millions).
He got up,
walked about the room and said, " Yes, I know, I know,
but I can't let go " and went through a pantomime display of holding on to a big rope. Up to the time of his
illness his energy and vitality were wonderful. He was
as active as most men of fifty and, except when tired,
32
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his mind seemed to be as vigorous as his body. He was
constantly visiting, tramping over and largely managing
his different estates. He was at Hawthornden Estate
to pay his coolies when the malaria attack came on which
led to his death. He always treated me with the greatest consideration. When he was so weak, a day or two
before he died, that he could scarcely move, he managed
by eye and gesture to tell his daughter to bring me cigarettes to the bedside. His death was a tragedy.
A Great Administrator.
The late Sir Peter Benson Maxwell, at one time
Chief Justice in Singapore, had four sons. The eldest
became a magistrate in Province Wellesley and later held
a similar appointment in British Guiana where he died.
It was William E. Maxwell, the second son, who had the
most distinguished career of the four brothers. Beginning his colonial service as a magistrate in Penang, he
ultimately became Sir William Maxwell, Governor of
the Gold Coast. When in Ashanti he got blackwater
fever and should have taken leave at once. But that
deep sense of duty, which was characteristic of the man,
kept him at his post and, when at last he did get away,
it was only to die on the voyage home. He had a very
dominating personality. His presence always filled me
with awe when he was Resident of Selangor (1889—
1892). He was known among Asiatics as Mata Rimau.
To quote from "One Hundred Years of Singapore" : —
"He had eyes of a striking light blue whose
natural glitter was brightened by an eyeglass.
In the course of conversation he would jerk this
eyeglass into position, and then abruptly concentrate a glare that was often disconcerting and at
times terrifying."
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A man of the highest personal integrity, he was hell
and damnation to anybody apt to be crooked, and he
loathed incompetence. During his few years in
Selangor, he dispensed with the services of more than
one head of department. The enduring monument to
his valuable service here is The Registration of Titles
Enactment. Almost incalculable benefits have resulted
from this system of land registration. He was certainly
the greatest land administrator we have ever had in
Malaya. In those days the Governor in Singapore was
far away and a Resident was a power in the land. He
was almost above the law. And when he went to visit
an outstation it was the custom to erect a triumphal arch
in the main street. I can picture one now with "God
Bless the British Resident" on it in big letters.
Sir William was a good rider, and fond of shooting,
entertained generously and compiled a very valuable
manual of the Malay language. All Government officials
were expected to know and speak Malay—the language
of the country. Sir William was the first high official in
my day to go thoroughly into the matter of rice cultivation. I think it was when he was Colonial Secretary,
S.S., that all District Officers throughout the country
were called on to report what was being done or what
could be done to increase the supply of locally grown
rice. He wrote a covering minute on these reports which
would be worth re-printing to-day.
Unfortunately I
lost my copy years ago. The nineties saw the arrival
here of three of his sons who since then have all helped
to make local history. Two in the Service and one,
since deceased, in the law.

Soldier and Sportsman.
The late Capt. H. C. Syers came to Selangror in 1875
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to organize a Police Force out of Tengku di Udin's
fighting material. These men had originally been under
the command of Ali Mamat, a Mauritius Frenchman or
Creole who had turned Muhammadan. Syers built up a
new Force consisting of Sikhs, Pathans and Malays.
In later years it also fell to his lot to establish a Sikh
and Malay Police Force in Pahang when that State
came under British Protection (1889). And it is on
record that Syers warned the authorities of probable
disturbances in Pahang a year before the trouble occured. Hugh Clifford (now Sir Hugh Clifford, G.C.M.G.)
was apparently less apprehensive, although like Syers
he thoroughly understood the Malay temperament.
Syers was very fond of the Malays—a feeling which
was reciprocated.
But, with the exception of two
buglers, he would have no Javanese in the Selangor
Police. He thought Javanese secretive and unreliable.
Up till the time when he became the first Federal Commissioner of Police, he was also Superintendent of
Prisons.
First and foremost Syers was a sportsman.
He was a fine horseman and a good amateur jockey. But
the ruling passion of his life was in the chase, and in the
chase he met his death.
Accompanied by the late R. S. Meikle, a well
known planter, he was on a big" game shooting
expedition in Pahang when he was charged and
gored by a seladang (which he had wounded on the
previous day) and died whilst being taken down river
to Pekan (1897). When, later, Dr. Travers arranged
for the body to be disinterred at Pekan and brought to
Kuala Lumpur for final burial in the Venning Road
cemetery, there was one of the longest funeral processions on record here. The following words are inscribed
on his tombstone : —
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"A brave man to his death did take
What is all price above
The tribute of a peoples' tears
The homage of their love."
A man of cheery, genial, hospitable nature he had
a host of friends who valued his opinion and sound
common sense. Never have 1 known the death of any
individual in Selangor to be so widely and so genuinely
regretted as was that of Syers. Some months before the
end of his life Syers had beeen presented with a fine
peacock. The stuffed bird was placed in a room of his
house where trophies of the chase were on show. He
was told by his Sikh orderly that it was unlucky to have
a peacock in the house. He merely laughed. We have
all heard of human telepathy. Does it extend to
animals? At the time of Syers' death in Pahang his
favourite boar-hound in Kuala Lumpur became very
restless and showed marked signs of distress. When
news of the disaster came through, J. P. Rodger, the
Resident, went himself to break the news to Mrs. Syers.
And I am sure that nobody else could have done so more
sympathetically. Incidentally it may be mentioned that
Syers was no novice at seladang hunting. He had shot
thirteen of these animals before the disaster in Pahang.
Salaries were small in those days and Syers had saved
nothing. A month or two before his death he had become
a subscriber to the Widows and Orphans Fund : so his
widow found herself with $60 a month on which to bring
up a family of three children. In those days the Government made no supplementary grants to widows left in
poor circumstances whose husbands had given exceptional service to the State. That innovation came in on
the death of Syers' successor, the late Capt. Talbot.
His widow did receive a supplementary grant. Only
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on one occasion did Syers ever make a bit.
In the
days when Government officials were allowed to own
land, he had acquired a small coconut estate (more estate
than coconuts) on the Ampang Road, which he ultimately sold for a few thousand dollars. All his friends
thought he had done very well out of it. Two or three
years ago this property was acquired by the Government
at a total cost of something in the neighbourhood of
$300,000. It is the site of the present Race Course.
Syers' son Tom—a Major in the Artillery—served
on three fronts in the great W a r , did remarkably well
and died just before peace was declared. Strange to say
Syers never achieved the ambition of his life as a big
game hunter. H e shot a rhinoceros, a tapir, seladangs,
elephants and other wild animals. But he never secured
a tiger, although he made many attempts to do so.
Syers had a devoted Malay orderly, named Yakub, who
attended his master on many shooting expeditions.
After Syers' death Yakub was given a job to hunt out
tin-stealers in the hills. Apparently he was all too
successful, for one day his body was found crucified
on the ground in some out of the way place.
Sans P e u r ct Sans Reproche.
The late Sir John P. Rodger, who ultimately became Governor of the Gold Coast, was a man of outstanding character. I was away during most of the
time when Sir H u g h Clifford was High Commissioner
of the E.M.S. and only met him a month or two before
he retired. In the course of conversation the one old
timer he mentioned was Sir John P. Rodger, to whose
memory he paid a generous tribute. Educated at Eton
and Oxford, the owner of a castle and possessed of considerable private means, Rodger was obviously above
and beyond the minor failings of humanity. H e had
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the grand manner, officially, socially and intellectually.
This was a little overpowering at times. But the fact
that he was most conscientious, that he never bore
malice, was always approachable and entertained lavishly more than compensated for a few minor idiosyncrasies. H e was certainly a fine type of Resident.
Asiatics adored him. When Resident of Seiangor it
was his custom to ride round the town and stop in front
of certain Chinese houses and shops in order to have
short talks with the occupiers. He was a handsome man
and looked well on a horse. He had a difficult time in
P a h a n g during the rebellion there and was much criticised at the time in regard to supplying the then Ruler
with arms and ammunition which everybody said would
get into the hands of the rebels. Events proved that his
judgment had been sound. H e had the good fortune
to be very happily married. His only daughter married
Captain Herbert, an A.D.C. at Government House,
Singapore. Lady Rodger settled down in Florence after
her husband's death and lived there for many years
before passing on.
In his book Trifles and Travels, the late A r t h u r
Keyser told the following story about Sir John : —
"It was while staying with the Resident of Selangor,
my very good friend, Sir John Rodger, that I felt most
humbled before General Sir Charles W a r r e n who was
then my fellow-guest. H e had asked our host to play
billiards with him. Rodger, with the high toned drawl,
which seemed to become a man of his all-round abilities
remarked, 'You had better play with Keyser.' But his
guest insisting upon preference to play with our host,
Rodger replied, 'Very well, then.' and took up his cue.
The General commenced with a cunning miss, which he
regarded with satisfaction: off this his opponent easily
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made a cannon, continuing his break until he had completed fifty-five. I felt quite sorry for his adversary as,
looking rather rueful, he achieved a break of six. Then
Rodger, taking his own score to a hundred, without even
troubling to finish further, handed me his cue, saying,
'I think, General, you would do better to play with
Keyser'."
The billiard table figures in another story. The
Collector of Land Revenue took up a bundle of land
grants for the Resident's signature. Rodger elected to
have them placed on the billiard table which was covered
with a light cloth of some kind. Unfortunately he also
elected to have the ink-stand placed on the billiard table.
And, as luck would have it, the inkstand got upset.
Rodger's only comment was " D a m n . " Probably the
first and last time any of his officials ever heard him
swear. Lady (then Mrs.) Rodger, a grandc damc noted
for her graciousness and thoughtfulness for other
people, entertained a succession of visitors at the Residency.
On one occasion the late Bishop Hose—a
charming old gentleman—and a lady who is still living
in Kuala Lumpur happened to be the guests of the
moment. On retiring to her room at night, the lady
undressed, put out the light and got into bed. On pulling up her blanket she suddenly realised that some
animal was in her bed. She gave a scream and flung
herself out of bed. H e r hostess attired in a dressing
gown and the old Bishop wearing his black gaiters surmounted by a night shirt quickly arrived on the scene.
A light showed that a tame musang, which generally
slept in the roof, had settled itself in the blanket of the
visitor's bed.
"Billic"
T h e late H. C. Ridges—always known as "Billie"—39
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was a District Officer when I first met him. He was
the son of a Wolverhampton coach-builder and had had
a University education (Cambridge) before becoming a
missionary in China. A clever little man with a heart
of gold. He held in turn nearly every appointment in
the State except that of Resident. His last appointment
was Secretary for Chinese Affairs. For years he sent
half his salary to his mother and was always willing
to put his hand in his pocket to help a lame dog over
a style. But he was somewhat eccentric and certainly
unlucky. His first wife died on the voyage home and
was cremated in Colombo. An insurance company, in
which he was interested, failed. On leaving the Service
in 1911 he dabbled in local real estate and the market
went against him. Sir Frank Swettenham very kindly
gave him a job at the Censor's office in London during
the War. He ultimately moved to the Channel Islands
where he died, leaving his second wife and two girls
in somewhat straitened circumstances. The Government at long last recognised the value of Billie's services
and made some small contribution for the completion of
the girls' education.
The Pioneer D. O.
The late C. H. A. Turney was a pioneer official in
Selangor. He came to reside in Singapore when nine
years of age : became a clerk in the Labuan Service at
fifteen or sixteen : returned to Singapore eight or nine
years later to join the Courts department at a time when
Capt. Bloomfield Douglas (afterwards Resident of
Selangor) was First Magistrate, Singapore : and in 1875
was appointed Treasurer of Selangor. Mr. Davidson
was the then Resident and lived at Klang. Turney's
initial salary as Treasurer was $100 a month. On the
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strength oi an increase of $50 a month within the year,
he got married. When the Residency was moved from
Klang to Kuala Lumpur, Turney was left at Klang as
Collector and Magistrate. In turn he was in charge of
all the different districts. In 1883 he was Collector and
Magistrate "Ulu and Kuala Selangor." He told me in
after years that at that time Kuala Selangor was "a
miserable village built on stilts over a mud puddle." His
next move was to Kuala Lumpur to act as Chief Magistrate and Commissioner of Lands. Then back to Klang
again as Senior District Officer. Turney was responsible for the early building of Klang in parts as it exists
to-day. His influence with Asiatics—Malays, Chinese
and Indians—was wonderful. He was the right type
of man for his job at that stage of the State's development. It was a leisurely progressive stage. Turney
refused to be hurried and when, for two years in succession, the Resident had to wait for Turney's annual report before he could complete his own, the Senior District Officer was banished to Jugra. Wherever they were
he and his wife kept open house and were famous for
their curry tiffins. After his retirement Turney went to
live in West Australia in order that his family should
get the benefit of his pension on a sterling basis. He
died there. Mrs. Turney settled in Singapore where two
or three of the girls married. She survived her husband
for some years.
Consul and Author.
The late Arthur Keyser joined the Selangor Service
as District Officer at Kuala Kubu. He had been in the
Marlborough House set and knew everybody in London
Society including King Edward—then Prince of Wales.
From Kuala Kubu he went to Jelebu for a year or two
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and then passed into the British Consular Service, where
he served in Spain and in the South American Republics
for many years. It was A r t h u r Keyser who gave the
name of "Spotted D o g " to the Selangor Club. H e was
the author of several amusing books about the people he
had met in the course of his career. In one of these
books (Trifles and Travels) he has the following reference to a strange peculiarity of some people in this part
of the world : —
"Malays were liable to a malady which seemed quite
peculiar to their race—it was known as 'Latah.' A man
might have this affliction and yet pass through many
years of his life undetected, until it was aroused by some
sudden movement or sound. A man or woman with
'Latah' is impelled to imitate the motions or noises of
others. They are often victimised by heartless practical
jokers. I have seen the latter pretend to dive into a
river, and the unfortunate 'Latah' man would actually
plunge in, just as he was, fully dressed. 1 have seen
others play crueller pranks by feigning to tear off their
clothes, inducing the poor imitator immediately to discard his, or her, own. I was once riding when my horse
neighed. An old woman coming along the path towards
me suddenly threw up her hands and neighed in return,
and, as she continued this conduct while prancing in
front of the horse, it was with some difficulty that I was
able to guide him past without hurting her."
Lived Every H o u r .
The late Sir Ernest Birch, son of the murdered first
Resident of Perak, joined the Straits Service in the
eighties and came to the Malay States in the nineties.
A man of wonderful vitality, he lived every hour of his
life up till the day of his death. As a Resident he was
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apt to be impetuous, but he got things done. A tremendous worker, a keen cricketer, a good shot, ready to
ignore red tape when it suited his purpose, kind-hearted
to a fault and backed by a charming personality, he was
an inspiration in himself. A man of his temperament was
bound to be more popular with his subordinates than
with those in authority. His subsequent career in the
City and in the municipal life of Bexhill is known to most
people in Malaya. On his retirement from the Service
in 1910 many eulogistic remarks were made about him
by both the official and unofficial members of the Federal
Council. The High Commissioner (the late Sir John
Anderson) said inter alia—"There are two characteristics of Mr. Birch which have made him known and welcome throughout the Peninsula
One of these is
his great personal charm. He had also the most extraordinary enthusiasm, in some respects almost boyish
and not even thirty three years' residence in the tropics
was able in any way to diminish its fervour."
A Needed New Broom.
When the Powers-that-be decided that the Selangor
P.W.D. would be all the better for fresh blood and a
thorough overhaul, it was wisely decided to look elsewhere than in Malaya for a man to undertake the job.
The late C. E. Spooner was brought over from Ceylon.
He was more than equal to the task. He made the
P.W.D. hum as it had never hummed before. I do not
know if he had an office motto, but, if so, it must have
been "get on or get out!" He himself was a man of
strong character, boundless energy and unquenchable
enthusiasm for his task of the moment.
He cursed
men who cringed to him, yet was always fair.
He had vision and was able to accomplish much
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useful work before he left the P. W. D. to
take charge of the Railway Department in which
his son is now one of the highest officials. It was
during his time that the through line from Penang to
Kuala Lumpur was opened. I doubt if there has ever
been an executive officer in Malaya of greater drivingforce than that possessed by C. E. Spooner. He died
here when still in his prime.
The Sultan of Perak proposed in Federal
Council (May 1910) that a sum not exceeding $5000
be contributed towards the erection of busts of
the late C. E. Spooner, C.M.G., General Manager,
F.M.S.R., and of the late G. W. Fryer, Chief Construction Engineer, to be placed in the entrance hall of the
new railway station at Kuala Lumpur.
This was
seconded by Douglas Osborne and the proposal met with
unanimous agreement. When completed the busts, which
are quite good, were placed on the main line platform.
Outstanding Planters.
There was a small but fine body of coffee planters
here in the nineties. Thomas Heslop Hill, the Toynbee
brothers, W. W. Bailey ("Tim"), H. C. Rendle,
A. B. Lake, F. Dougal, E. V. Carey, the Meikle brothers,
P. Stephenson, the Kindersley brothers, the Glassford
brothers, W. de L. Brooke, the Darby brothers,
E. B. Skinner, C. M. dimming, M. Stonor, and others
whose names escape me, all materially assisted in the
early opening up and development of Selangor.
H. d'Esterre Darby is the only one of these pioneer
planters still living in Malaya and he talks of going home
in the near future. When he does he may meet H.C. Rendle, R.C.M. Kindersley, W. de F. Brooke, E.B. Skinner,
M. Stonor, A. B. Fake and possibly that veteran F. A.
44

RECORDS AND RECOLLECTIONS

Toynbee. The others mentioned have all passed on.
The late Thomas Heslop Hill—a partner in Hill and
Rathbone, the big contractors—was a powerful looking
man of considerable ability who controlled the opening
of estates in Perak, Selangor and Negri Sembilan. The
Government gave him, or his firm, large concessions of
land in appreciation of services rendered in connection
with important development works. The Sungei Ujong
Railway was one of such works. Of the estates Hill
owned in Selangor two have now become residential
areas (Weld's Hill still so-called and the land between
the first and second mile on the west side of the Batu
Road, Kuala Lumpur). Hill must certainly rank as
one of the great pioneers in the opening up of the Malay
States.
At one time he held the appointment of Indian
Immigration Agent for the F.M.S. Government in India.
But his official relations with the F.M.S. authorities
became so strained that he even refused to "break bread"
with the Resident-General of the day; and was finally
paid a lump sum by way of compensation for abolition
of his appointment. Like all the good looking Rathbone
sisters, Mrs. Hill had a very attractive personality. One
of her sisters married the late Sir (then Mr.) H.
Conway Belfield and another sister married the late A.
T. D. Berrington, then judge of the Supreme Court in
Kuala Lumpur. The late W. W. Bailey was a well
known planter in Johore before he came to Selangor in
that capacity. But he had been one of the builders of
the Kuala Lumpur—Bukit Kuda railway in still earlier
days. On his retirement he went in for horse breeding
and racing and died a comparatively rich man.
The outstanding personality of all the planters I
have known was the late E. V. Carey, who came here
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from Ceylon to open up New Amherst estate. H e was
one of the founders and the first Chairman of the P.A.M.
W h a t a fighter he was ! And being hot tempered he was
often in hot water. But he was a very fine fellow for all
that, and as straight as a die. Indeed his passionate
intolerance of anybody he suspected of being dishonourable was a marked feature of his mental attitude towards
life. And yet behind his fighting front was the warmest
and kindest of hearts. H e was a most generous man
and the life and soul of any gathering he attended. In
spite of an initial row, we struck up a firm friendship
which lasted till the day of his death. In fact the last
letter I had from him was written at the nursing home
in London where he died. Carey Island, as it exists today, is a monument to Carey's foresight and ability as a
planter. A poor man in his earlier days here, he created
wealth and was very comfortably off when he retired for
the few short years left him in which to enjoy life at
home. His daughter, the beautiful Mrs. Jack Spooner,
has inherited her father's charm of manner.
The Discoverer of Fraser's Hill.
The late L. J. Fraser holding a position of some importance in the commercial world of Singapore met with
troubles and misfortunes. So he banished himself to
what were actually at that time the wilds of Ulu P a h a n g
and started to fossick for tin in the hills round T r a s and
elsewhere. The ore obtained was at first carried the
long journey from the hills to Kuala Kubu (no road in
those days) by coolies and later by pack ponies. Until
the arrival of "old Bibby" with his Australian miners
to open up the Raub Goldfields, Fraser led a very lonely
life and was glad to come into Kuala Kubu occasionally
for a yarn with anybody who happened to be staying at
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the Rest House there. Like many people who live a
solitary life, he loved to talk when he got the opportunity.
I heard many of his yarns in that Kuala Kubu Rest
House. H e looked a frail old man and had some slight
disfigurement to one eye. But he was much tougher than
he looked. On one occasion his Malay attendants thought
he was dead and actually started to bury him. Luckily
the supposed corpse came to life again before it was too
late. Needless to say this incident constituted one of
his stock stories. And I provided him with another
some years later, when I was editor of the Malay
Mail. One day I saw a notice in the Singapore Free
Press of the death of a Mr. Eraser and as the initials
were the same, I jumped to the conclusion that it was my
friend who was dead. 1 filled up the leader column with
a discursive article about the old man and the paper
went to press. Twenty minutes later, when a certain
number of copies had already been sent out of the office,
Wallace Cook rushed round from the Straits T r a d i n g
Co's place to inform me that the old gentleman had been
in his office that morning and had shown no indication
of becoming a corpse. It appeared that there were two
Erasers : one was Lewis James and the other was James
Lewis. Even now with only memory to guide me, I am
a bit hazy as to which was which, but Charleton Maxwell tells me that our mutual friend, whose name is
perpetuated locally in our health resort, was Lewis
James. After my unfortunate mistake I did not see
Fraser for some time until he suddenly returned from a
trip to Europe with a newly married wife. H e was
looking very spruce and evidently had no cause to worry
about financial matters. H e was only out on a visit and,
I think, died at home a few years later.
A7
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Men of The H o u r .
The late George d i m m i n g and his brother the late
C. M. d i m m i n g , usually known as Malcolm, took a leading part in the life of this part of the world. At one
period of his career George was manager of the Straits
T r a d i n g Company in Kuala Lumpur. H e was also
keenly interested in racing—a life-long passion. Report
had it that he was told by the managing director or some
other high official in the Straits Trading Company that
he must really choose between business and racing.
Anyhow he ceased to be a paid employee and started
tin-mining on his own account in addition to maintaining
a small racing stable. He made and lost money. The
late W. Walsh was occasionally interested in some of
George's mining ventures.
Among his other activities George was at one time
a member of the Federal Council where he could be relied on to express sane views pertinent to the subject
under discussion. H e was one of the members who pro
tested against the change of title of Resident-General
to that of Chief Secretary to Government. H e was a
sound man in all matters of sport and in the general
affairs of life. His advice was sought about many
things.
H e ought to have made money. Yet, such is
the perversity of fate, he died worth little or nothing. If
George had his faults, he was probably too optimistic
and too easy going. His brother Malcolm was the well
known and eminently successful Negri Sembilan planter,
who at one time had been an assistant on Welds Hill
estate in Kuala Lumpur. A third brother, whom I
never met, was also out here for some time.
And

Another.
Of the four Huttenbach brothers, two were per-
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manent residents in Malaya. The late A. Huttenbach
in Penang and the late H. Huttenbach in Selangor.
A. Huttenbach was a successful business man and at one
time represented Penang in the Straits Settlements
Legislative Council. H. Huttenbach, after a somewhat
disappointing experience of tobacco planting in Sumatra,
came over here to plant pepper and other products. His
first estate was somewhere near Batu Tiga. He also
established himself in business in Market Street, Kuala
Lumpur, and in 1892 was Hon. Secretary of the
Selangor Club. At that time the Club consisted of 140
members only and was more or less insolvent.
Huttenbach saved the situation and the members subscribed money in order that he might buy himself some
little memento of their appreciation. Heinrich spent the
money on a three hundred piece dinner service, which he
presented to the Club. If any present day member of
the Club comes across a plate with H on it he will be
looking at a Huttenbach souvenir. Straight, capable
and industrious H. Huttenbach should have acquired
wealth, yet it is believed that he left this country (to join
his brothers' office in London) as poor as the day he
entered it. If he earned nothing else he certainly
secured the respect and esteem of many people in
Selangor.
Mention of Huttenbach and the Selangor Club
reminds me that the latter institution has had four
Secretaries of the Teutonic race. Count Bernstorff held
the appointment at $100 a month in 1890-1891. The
other two in later years were H. C. Zacharias (a British
subject) and the late G. A. Ketschker who had surrendered his German nationality on going out to join the Dutch
Indies Army. Lor the last 22 years the name Selangor
Club has been synonymous with that of P.W. Gleeson,
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—still a youthful veteran at 70.
The Harper Trio.
No tabloid information about the European personalities of those early days would be complete without some
reference to the three Harper brothers. Steve, in the
Police, had been boxing partner to Jem Mace in a circus,
Alfred was Chief Clerk at the Courts here and Archie,
who had been a stock rider in Australia, started a horse
food business in Clarke Street which ultimately became
the firm of A, C. Harper & Co. All three brothers were
amusing characters. After Steve's death, his widow
opened the first European Hotel in Kuala Lumpur.
Alfred lost his mental balance and was, I believe, sent
to some home in England. Archie Harper, one of the
most generous of men, had very bad health of later years
and finally sold his business to the late P. E. Maynard
and Russell Grey. His death was reported a year or two
ago.
The Leading Indian.
The late K. Thamboosamy Pillay grew up with the
State of Selangor : knew everybody and was known to
everybody. He came from Singapore to work under J.
Guthrie Davidson, the Singapore lawyer and first
Resident of Selangor (1875). Incidentally it may be
mentioned that Davidson stayed in Selangor for less
than a year and then returned to his law practice in
Singapore where, I believe, he met his death in a carriage
accident. Thamboosamy's official career was concerned
with work in the Treasury. On leaving Government
Service he became a contractor and miner. He constructed part of the main road from Kuala Lumpur to Kuala
Kubu and utilized a small bullock-drawn caravan when
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engaged on this work. H e was interested with Loke Yew
in the R a w a n g Concessions a tin proposition which had
been previously worked under European management by
a company or syndicate. Socially Thamboosamy was a
leading light at the Selangor Club. H e was almost an
institution in himself. In later years he was keenly interested in r a c i n g : an interest inherited by his sons, one
of whom is still with us. Thamboosamy's bank account
must have been depleted more than once to help a friend
in difficulties. A curry tiffin at his house on the Batu
Road was something to remember. Racial distinctions
were unknown here in the early days. Thamboosamy
was just as popular with Europeans as with other races.
His position in the community was at the top of the
ladder. H e died about thirty years ago.
A Great Educationist.
The late Rev. W . E. Horley, M . B . E , of the Methodist
Episcopal Mission was born in 1870 came to Singapore
at the age of 24 and died there in 1931. The greater part
of his career in Malaya was devoted to missionary and
educational work in Perak and Selangor, where he
founded schools and carried on Church work. Among
the monuments he has left to his memory are the AngloChinese School at Ipoh, the Methodist Boys' School at
Kuala Lumpur and other smaller schools which he started.
And he was mainly responsible for making the
Methodist Girls' School in Kuala Lumpur the fine institution which it is to-day. When he died a correspondent
wrote to a local newspaper.
"It is not too much to say that one of the best known
personalities in the religious life of Malaya has been
taken away by the death of the Rev. W . E. Horley. No
one who has met him can forget his appearance—his
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burly figure, his snow-white hair surmounting a youthful
face, and the happy disposition which carried good cheer
into every group of people he joined. At one time or
other nearly every part of the S.S. and F.M.S. has been
the field of his strenuous labours. His conspicuous public
work in the interest of education won for him Imperial
recognition when he received the M.B.E."
"On great questions which affected the welfare of
the people, like the Opium and Drink Traffic and the
Social Purity Crusade, his attitude was definite and uncompromising : and those who differed from him in
opinion held him in respect. H e was a man of generous human sympathies, and formed friendships among
all the varied sections of the community—European,
Eurasian, Chinese, Tamil and Malay : he could converse
with them in their own languages."
" H i s recreations were tennis and golf, and into them
he threw much of his natural energy."
And at the graveside the Bishop of Singapore, the
Right Reverend B. C. Roberts, paid a generous tribute
to his memory. The following is one passage from the
Bishop's address :
" F o r 37 years William Edward Horley spent himself in passionate devotion to the social and spiritual
welfare of the people of this country. His zeal did not
go without recognition, and he gained a public distinction
which many men might covet, but far more precious to
him must have been the confidence of the hundreds of
simple souls which he won, and the personal friendships
which he made by his cheerful and sympathetic nature.
But he was more than a good comrade and kindly humanitarian. H e had an exceptionally clear vision of God,
and the witness which he bore was never obscure or halfhearted or compromising."
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A Successful Career.
The late J. A. Russell who died last year at
the comparatively early age of 50 had a long family
and business connection with Malaya which began
when Mr. John Russell, accompanied by his wife
and family, came out to Kuala Lumpur
from
England in the very early nineties of the last century to take up a Government appointment.
John
Russell's wife met with a fatal carriage accident in
Singapore, after a comparatively short residence in this
country, and her husband was left to bring up a family
of five sons and start them in life. I can still picture
some of them on their way to Church or Sunday school
in their best Sunday suits. John Russell was a man of
character and ability, so it is not surprising that all
his sons have had successful careers in Malaya or elsewhere. The eldest son was Manager of the Federated
Engineering Company here before he left for England,
where he now has a business of his own. The late J. A.
Russell—known to his friends as Archie—was the
second of the five brothers three of whom survive him.
The late P. C. Russell, the third son, was a civil
engineer who at the time of his death, whilst on a visit
to Australia, was a partner in the well known firm of
Swan and Maclaren of Singapore and Kuala Lumpur.
Archie began his business training as an assistant in
the Straits T r a d i n g Company and whilst there perfected
his knowledge of Chinese and learnt something about tinmining. He left the Straits T r a d i n g Company in 1903
to join the Internationa! Tin Corporation (U.S.A.) which
at that time was proposing to operate in Malaya. Whilst
working for the American company, he spent most of
his time in Ipoh where he learnt more about tin-mining.
Before long he became a tin-miner himself and in few
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years started the well known Kuala Lumpur firm of J. A.
Russell & Co., in which his youngest brother, R. C.
Russell, is a partner. These were the initial stages of a
career which was to culminate in his becoming the outstanding European commercial man in Malaya—having
important business interests in three continents.
Archie's monument in this country exists in the
Malayan Collieries which he created some twenty years
ago when the proposition had been considered and turned
down by more than one hard-headed business man. H o w
successful the venture has been is known to all. But A r chie had many other commercial interests in Malaya. For
years he was a purchaser of real estate, including practically the whole of the shop-houses in the new town part
of Ipoh. And it may be remembered that of recent
years he had been one of the first to realize the possibilities of tea growing in the neighbourhood of Cameron
Highlands and had backed his belief by starting to grow
tea there on a large scale. His whole career has been
a business romance of such magnitude that it can hardly
be compared with the achievements of any other
European in Malaya—past or present. Without money
or interest a young assistant in the Straits T r a d i n g
Company acquired both wealth and a unique commercial
position by pluck, industry, sound sense and vision.
H e was never afraid to take a risk, after careful consideration of future possibilities. In view of the general
slump in values of property and all securities at the time
of Archie's death, it is impossible to guess what his estate
was worth in terms of cash. Probate documents are not
public property in this country.
During the W a r he
presented the British Government with an aeroplane.
Of slight build and with a quiet somewhat retiring
manner, his success in life was entirely due to his mental
54

RECORDS AND RECOLLECTIONS

equipment. He looked the student rather than a hardheaded, pushing business man. He had no particular
hobbies outside his business and his books. He made no
parade of his wealth. He was whimsically cynical at
times when talking with old friends, but his smile betrayed the expressed lack of much respect for human nature.
He was a devoted son. His father who only died a year
or two ago reciprocated these sentiments of deep affection.
The Real Malay.
The late Raja Sir Chilian, Raja di Hilir of Perak,
the second son of H. H. Sultan Abdullah, (formerly
Ruler of Perak), was born in 1869 and died in 1933. He
was educated at the Raffles Institution, Singapore, and at
the High School, Malacca.
In 1889 he visited his
father at Mahe, in the Seychelles Islands, and also
travelled through Mauritius and Bourbon. He accompanied H. H. the Sultan of Perak to England to attend
the Coronation of King Edward VII, receiving the
Coronation medal. On his return in the same year he
was appointed District Officer in Upper Perak. He retired from the Government Service in 1911 and devoted
his energies to work on the State Council. In January,
1924, he became the first Malay unofficial member of the
Federal Council. A fearless and fluent speaker in
Council, he was prevented by failing health from displaying his powers towards the close of his term of office.
He was made a Companion of the Order of St. Michael
and St. George in 1925, and a Knight of the British
Empire in 1930. At the meeting of the Federal Council
on Monday, Jan. 23 1933 His Excellency the High
Commissioner, Sir Cecil Clementi, said:—"Before proceeding with the business noted in the Orders of the
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Day, I desire to give official expression to a feeling which
we must all be sharing to-day—a feeling of keen regret
that our old friend the Raja di Hilir of Perak is no longer sitting with us at this table. Raja Sir Chulan's term
as an unofficial member expired yesterday, on which date
he completed nine years of service on this Council, while
he has served on the State Council of Perak continuously
since 1907. No Malay of modern times has done more
for his country and his countrymen than Raja Sir
Chulan. His name has twice appeared in the lists of
those honoured by H. M. the King, and I am authorised
by the Secretary of State for the Colonies to announce
this morning that Raja Sir Chulan has been granted the
privilege of retaining the local style of "Honourable"
after his retirement, in particular recognition of his services as an unofficial member of the Federal Council."
Such in brief is the official record of the life of a
very charming Malay gentleman who but for the force of
circumstances might have sat on the throne of Perak.
He was beloved by his unofficial colleagues on the Federal Council. He generally turned up at my house about
tea-time the day before a Council meeting in order to tell
me what he was going to say next day—a practice he
continued for five or six years when I was no longer a
member of the Council. He always had the outline of his
speeches written out, but was never happy until he
thought he had got the right phrase to express his meaning. And through all our conversations there was the
leit motif of duty to his Sultan and his race and a
desire to show the utmost courtesy to the High Commissioner.
A

Grant Mackie.
1 am indebted to The Times of Malaya for the
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following particulars of the career of my old friend the
late Grant Mackie who died at Port Said, in October
1933. Born in Moray, Scotland, in 1854, Grant Mackie
was educated at Edinburgh University and, on completion of his career there, proceeded to Ceylon and commenced planting in 1875. When coffee failed, Grant
Mackie, like several other Ceylon planters, left Ceylon
and made his way to Malaya, arriving in Selangor in
1883. In 1884, Grant Mackie went to Perak where he
commenced contracting and planting. He opened up
Kamuning Estate, Sungei Siput, in 1887, for T. H. Hill,
who had obtained the land from the Perak Government
absolutely free of rent in recognition of his pioneering
work in the country.
In those days Kamuning was
planted with coffee, papaya, lemon grass and pepper.
From the papaya a juice was extracted and exported.
Hill who as already mentioned was senior partner of the
firm of Hill and Rathbone, Contractors, gave Grant
Mackie his first job in Perak. Later Mackie was made
a partner in the firm, which constructed many of the
roads in Perak including sections of the main trunk road.
He was the Construction Engineer for the at one
time privately owned Seremban—Port Dickson railway.
From contracting, Grant Mackie went in for tin-mining,
making and losing fortunes. It is said of him that he
was one of the first persons to prospect the Tronoh
mines property.
His report was, so it was said,
that the property contained insufficient tin to make
it worth mining.
Mackie was the last ManagingDirector of the engineering firm of D. G. Robertson and Co., Kuala Lumpur, a firm started by the
late D. G. Robertson, who was at one time manager
of the Federated Engineering Company. Mackie was
one of the promoters of the Klang River Tin Dredging
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Company in which he held a large interest. He retired
from Malaya a few years ago and made Port Said his
home, paying occasional visits to Malaya. Among those
hardy Malayan pioneers whose memories merit recording none stands out more prominently for big-hearted
hospitality and readiness to shout with laughter at jokes
at his own expense than Grant Mackie, whose connection
with Malaya dated so far back as 1883.
I only knew him during the last fifteen or
twenty years of his long residence in Malaya.
Our first common interest was in motor cars. He
bought my Ford car, one of the first batch imported
here.
He was faithful to Ford cars for many years
and always added some gadget of his own to each
successive model. Mackie had the utmost contempt for
many conventions. He always went to the Lake Club
in a white suit with a tutup coat. His language was
free and easy. But he was quick to recognise and resent bad manners in men much younger than himself.
Mackie will always be remembered—so long as anybody
is remembered at all in this part of the world—for his
marvellous capacity for imbibing various brands of alcohol at one sitting. He would drink in turn whiskey,
brandy, gin and sherry, without this mixture having any
effect on his sobriety. I think he rather gloried in this
peculiar ability to mix drinks without any disastrous
results. He had a fund of stories concerning his earlier
life in Malaya and was always good company.
Clashing Personalities
Right through the official history of this part of the
world there has always been a clashing of dominant
personalities. Rumour had it that Sir (then Mr.)
Frank Swettenham and the late Sir (then Mr.) William
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Maxwell did not always see eye to eye. Then there was
the late Sir John Anderson and the late Sir William
Taylor who must have had many a tussle. And later,
history repeating itself, the relations between Sir
Laurence Guillemard and Sir George Maxwell were
certainly strained at times. Further reference to four
of these protagonists will appear in a later chapter.
Neither Sir Frank, Sir Laurence nor Sir George comes
in the category of personalities of the past. They are
still men of to-day leading an active busy life in England.
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CHAPTER

EVENTS AND

III.

HAPPENINGS.

E history of Selangor may be divided into three
T Hepochs.
Selangor before the arrival of His Highness
Tengku di Udin (commonly known as Tengku Kudin);
Selangor during that noble's reign as Viceroy of the
State; and Selangor under British administration. A
powerful Malay noble of commanding intellect and
outstanding personality, a prince of the blood royal,
brother of the then Sultan of Kedah, and son-in-law to
the Sultan of Selangor, Tengku Kudin who came to
Selangor in 1867 was not the man to sit idle when once
he got a foothold in the country of his adoption. At
that time Sultan Abdul Samad lived in Klang, and being
only too pleased to get somebody to help him, appointed
Tengku Kudin, Viceroy of Selangor (within a year of
his arrival) and gave him Langat as a place of residence,
with the revenue derivable therefrom for his own use.
The Tengku having to go to Kedah soon afterwards, on
account of his mother's death, heard that the Sultan had
returned to Langat and had authorised Raja Ismail to
attack Raja Mahdi in Klang. Raja Mahdi, a grandson
of Sultan Muhamad (uncle and predecessor of the then
Sultan, Abdul Samad), had attacked Raja Ismail's
father, the Governor of Klang, had driven him out of the
country, and had since then practically set up in Klang
as a ruler on his own account. The Sultan himself,
openly at least, sided with neither party, preferring to
let them fight it out between themselves. Tengku Kudin
on hearing this news returned at the head of 500 Kedah
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men and at once called upon Raja Mahdi for obedience,
at the same time sending him a copy of his documentary
authority as Viceroy. Raja Mahdi said it was a
forgery. Leaving 50 Kedah men to guard his family at
Langat, Tengku Kudin took the field and after some
stockade fighting drove Raja Mahdi out of Klang. This
was about 1870.
The Sultan then gave Klang to the Tengku as
a residence instead of Langat. Raja
Mahdi's
next move was to capture Kuala Selangor from Raja
Musah, the Sultan's eldest son. But the arrival of
H . M. S. Rinaldo trumped this trick by a bombardment
in the July of 1871, and Raja Mahdi disappeared for a
time to Johore, via Sumatra, and Tengku Kudin undertook to garrison Kuala Selangor with Sepoys and
Malays, leaving Raja Yacoob, another of the Sultan's
sons, in command. Raja Yacoob did not stay long, and
the place again fell into the hands of the Tengku's
enemies. During this time Syed Mashor and Raja
Mahmoud were acting on the offensive at Petaling, and
it was not until nearly a year later that, having routed
these turbulent chiefs, the Viceroy was enabled to
personally lead an expedition against Kuala Selangor,
which he took after driving out Raja Musah, who at this
time found favour neither with Sultan nor Viceroy—
his father and brother-in-law. Tengku Kudin's power
was now firmly established, and history will not only
hand down his name as the most distinguished noble of
those times in Selangor, but as a man who resolutely put
his foot down upon piracy, even when it was strongly
suspected, if not actually known, that several of the
leading nobles of the country were engaged in that exciting recreation. When the famous Morib pirates were
captured and tried at Kuala J u g r a in 1874—with H.M.
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ships Thalia and Rinaldo lying outside the bar—His
Highness Tengku Di Udin sat as President of the Court,
and solemnly passed the death sentence upon seven out
of the eight prisoners—one being reprieved on account
of his youth. Before J. G. Davidson was formally
appointed the first British Resident of Selangor, he had
for some time been the personal friend and adviser of
Tengku Kudin, whom he had assisted both personally
and with funds. For several years after the arrival
of a British Resident, Tengku Di Udin sat as President
of the newly formed State Council, and then finally
retired from active participation in the government of
the country on a well-earned pension.
But he still maintained his residence in Klang and it
was there that I had the honour of meeting him when [
was a young A.D.O. His actual style of living was different to that of the ordinary Malay. He kept a Chinese cook''
and his table was laid in European style. 1 have seen him
wearing a topee. But at public functions or social gatherings, at which he very occasionally attended, he would
wear a red fez to complete his well cut European clothes.
Tall, dignified and well dressed he always looked the
most distinguished person present at any gathering he
attended.
When War Broke Out.
On Sunday, August 3rd, 1914, Germany declared
war on France.
On Monday, August 4th, 1911, Great Britain
declared war on Germany.
A special meeting of the Selangor Chamber of
Commerce with A.K.E. Hampshire in the chair was held
at Kuala Lumpur on Saturday, August 2nd, 1914, to
consider the position in the event of War being declared.
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Many views were expressed at this meeting: various
suggestions were agreed to and certain lines of action
were approved. The latter included the appointment
then and there of an Emergency Committee consisting
of the Hon. Mr. E. B. Skinner (planter), the Hon.
Mr. W. F. Nutt (Straits Trading Co.), the Hon.
Mr. Eric Macfadyen (planter), A. K. E. Hampshire
(merchant), P. de C. Morris (Hongkong and Shanghai
Bank), J. Argyll Robertson (Chartered Bank of I.A. &
C ) , J. H. M. Robson (Malay Mail Press Co.), J. A.
Russell (miner and property owner) and H. C. E.
Zacharias (Secretary, Planters' Association of Malaya)
with P. W. Gleeson as Secretary.
The immediate objective of this Emergency Committee was to interview the Acting British Resident (in
the absence of the Acting Chief Secretary to Government) and the Under Secretary to Government, F.M.S.,
in order to place before these high officials the various
suggestions made and conclusions arrived at by the
Selangor Chamber of Commerce in special meeting
assembled. The Emergency Committee was to remain
in office as a means of placing before the Government
"the views of the public" and was only to be dissolved
by its own resolution. The official interview took place.
My personal impression is that both E. M. Burnside
(acting Resident) and J. F. Owen (Under Secretary to
Government, F.M.S.) were surprised at being asked to
meet us. They were polite but somewhat chilly, although the popular J. F. Owen was the friend of everybody present. No doubt nerves were a little on edge at
such an anxious time and the Government representatives probably thought we were taking too much upon
ourselves in telling them what we thought they ought
to do, We said that owing to the extremely critical
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state of affairs it was essential that the Acting Chief
Secretary to Government (R. G. Watson,) should return
at once to Kuala Lumpur from a hill station where he
was at the moment. He did so and probably would have
done so in any case; but it was understood at the time
that he resented being "called" back to headquarters.
In the light of what we know now of Selangor during the War years, some of the suggestions made by the
local Chamber of Commerce at the beginning of August
1914 make somewhat quaint reading. One was that in
the event of a run on the banks, the Government should
authorise the banks to pay out a part only of the money
asked for. Actually there was no run on the banks.
Various suggestions were made to ensure the maintenance of law and order, including the concentration of
Volunteers in mufti in the mining centres, the appointment of a military man as Adjutant to the Volunteers
(the holder of the appointment was ill), the withdrawal
of some of the Malay Police from the rural districts to
head-quarters, the keeping open of the telegraph and
telephone offices day and night, the regulation of food
prices, the arming of guards and other officials on goods
trains to prevent said trains being raided at stations,
and the supply of search-lights for the use of Volunteers
on night duty. As the War might "continue for a
considerable time'' thought the members of the Chamber
of Commerce, it was suggested that planters should be
asked to plant up small areas of their estates with quick
growing food crops. It was also agreed at the special
meeting that the Government be requested to suspend the
working of the Labour Code, so far as it concerned the
payment of coolies' wages in full. But what was
troubling the unofficial community more than anything
else at the moment was the fact that the Metal Market
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had closed in London so there was no market for tin.
It was naturally thought that this might lead to serious local disturbances. So it was decided to ask the Government to approve of the two big tin smelting companies
advancing, under Government guarantee, 50% on the
value of tin ore, based on the price when the Metal
Exchange closed, and W. F. Nutt was requested to
proceed to Singapore to consult with his Directors with a
view to bringing the facts of the tin position before the
High Commissioner. (R. J. Wilkinson was then acting
Governor and High Commissioner. Sir Arthur Young
returned in September). To quote from the records of
the Selangor Chamber of Commerce : —
"A meeting subsequently took place at Government
House, Singapore, and an arrangement was come to by
which the F.M.S. Government created a market for tin
at $60 and purchased through the European smelters at
that price
It is interesting at this juncture to
note that owing to the financial stringency of the F.M.S.,
due to financing the Siamese and other foreign loans,
the F.M.S. Government, though possessing sound
securities, was not in a position owing to shortage of
ready cash to finance the tin purchases and the
S.S. Government therefore had to come to its assistance.
"There is little doubt that the timely assistance of
Government in creating a market at $60 saved the tin
industry from a serious set back and the Native States
from a serious crisis. The F.M.S. Government continued to purchase tin at $60 through the European
smelters up to the 17th August, when the Singapore market opened. The local price was quoted at $62 and reached $67 by the end of that month. At first miners were disinclined to sell at $60, but as money because scarce and
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coolies required advances, sales increased in quantity.
Miners anticipated that the price of tin would boom
owing to the incidence of war, but in the early part of
September the bottom again fell out of the market, and
the F.M.S. Government again came forward on the 8th
of that month and decided to purchase as before tin at
$60, this continued to 21st September, when the price
rose to $63, but fell again to $60 on 28th Sept. The
financial position being easier and there being a market
in the Colony, the European smelters carried on their
business as usual on their own account at current prices
until 14th October, when the market again collapsed,
and from indication from London the position was even
more serious than before. The F.M.S. Government,
which already held large quantities of tin, then came
forward and offered to purchase tin at $57 per picul and
a few transactions took place on that basis.
"On 17th October the market in the Colony opened
again with buyers over that figure, the price commenced
to rise slightly, and the month closed with the local price
at $61½ per picul. About this time owing to the raids of
the Emden which held up shipping in the Bay of Bengal,
the big freight carriers were delayed in Singapore and
Penang. Stocks in London being low, and the anticipation that further shipments would be delayed, caused
prices for spot tin in London to rise considerably.
Shipments for October from the Straits were estimated
at 4,600 tons, but on the 22nd October, the s.s. Troilus
carrying 800 tons was sunk by the Bmden in the Bay of
Bengal. The report of this forced up the price of three
months tin from £125.10.0 to £136, at which price the
market was firm, with an upward tendency. The local
price during November fluctuated between $62 and
$68.50. The Metal Exchange re-opened on 17th Novem66
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her, and confidence in the Straits was at once restored.
Prices rose during December to $72.50 the average price
of that month being $70.01½. During the period related
above the Government disposed of their holding of tin
and netted a fair profit for their boldnes in the action
taken."
Murders.
I can recall four cases of murder in Selangor in
which the victims were Europeans. The first of these
cases, which was many years ago, involved the death
of two Europeans.
This is the story as I remember
it. The gaoler in Kuala Lumpur, a man named Foster,
went into the town in the evening with his wife and
probably had drinks there. Returning home the couple
started quarreling and on arrival at their quarters
Foster went in and shut the door, leaving his wife
outside. Mrs. Foster started making a row, which was
heard by Poole, one of the gaol warders.
So Poole
came across to see what the trouble was about and to
act as peacemaker. Foster opened the door, shot both
Poole and his wife and then shot himself. They died;
but he recovered and was tried for murder and sentenced to death. The Governor in Singapore commuted
the sentence to penal servitude for life.
On what
grounds I do not know. Possibly because Foster was
drunk and did not know what he was doing. He was
sent to England to serve his sentence and was, I believe,
released some twenty years later.
Naturally the case
created a great sensation in our then very small European community.
Another case involved the death of a European
mine manager. A European woman was charged with
the crime, convicted and sentenced to death.
When
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her case came before the State Council, she was given
a free pardon and promptly released. Two fairly recent
and very sad cases, in both of which a European woman
was shot by a house servant, will be known to most
people still living here.
Murders perpetrated by Asiatics can generally be
traced to the following causes: —
Among Chinese—money.
Among Tamils—drink.
Among Malays—women.
I remember receiving and recording a report of
the death of a Malay fisherman. He had gone out
to sea in his boat and was never seen again. His empty
boat was ultimately recovered. The report sounded all
right and may have been true; but, later on there were
rumours that he had been too friendly with a Malay
lady belonging to another household with the result that
he had been "bumped off." Instead of being "taken
for a ride" he had met his fate at sea. Nothing more
definite than rumour was ever heard about this particular death.
During the few years I was on the Bench 1 only
committed one actual murderer for trial. In those days
it was a common practice for mining coolies to obtain
an advance at one mine and then do a bolt to some other
mine in a different neighbourhood. (The then punishment for this offence was from 6 to 12 strokes with a
rattan and two or three weeks' imprisonment.) There
were generally one or two Sikh or Pathan guards at
all big mines. These men were very loyal to their
employers. One evening a couple of these guards—
Pathans I think—spotted some coolies trying to do
a bolt and started in pursuit. The faster runner
of the two caught up with the absconding coolies and
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seized one of them, who promptly turned round and
'stabbed his captor over the heart.
But the wounded
guard never let go, fell on his prisoner, held him till
his friend arrived—and then expired.
The Chinese
coolie was ultimately hanged.
Temporary Insanity,
Tragic deaths, due to temporary insanity have not
been altogether uncommon among European men in
Selangor. I have known at least ten men who took their
own lives. But I can only remember one case of
a European woman committing suicide. She drowned
herself in a bath tub. It sounds almost incredible that she
could have done so. Yet, strange to relate, some years
later a European man living in Kuala Lumpur also ended
his life in the same way. It is always difficult to imagine a doctor in bad health. I have known a good many
doctors and my general impression is that, in addition to
a certain kindly sympathy common to the profession,
they all radiate a sane and cheerful outlook on life.
Nevertheless there has been more than one suicide among
doctors in this part of the world. Many years ago I was
having my Christmas dinner at a doctor's house in Kuala
Lumpur. Two or three medical men were present.
How the conversation drifted on to the subject of suicide
I cannot remember, but it did, and each doctor present
contributed his view as to the way he himself would end
his own life if he was ever mad enough to think of doing
such a thing. Dr. Z said he would do so and so, and
within a year or two—I forget dates—actually took his
own life in the particular manner he had described at
the dinner party. The following story does not relate
to any of the men present at that particular dinner
party.
69

RECORDS AND RECOLLECTIONS

Over forty years ago I was an A.D.O. in a subdistrict where there was a hospital in charge of a white
man born in India. Let us call him Mr. A. I forget
his exact medical qualifications, but I remember he
occasionally performed operations because he once
showed me a foot he had amputated as a matter of
urgency. (As a rule serious operations were performed
by a doctor from Kuala Lumpur).
Mr. A. was a
pleasant, cheerful, tubby little man who was very popular with the few Europeans residing in the district. He
lived in the Rest House.
There was at that time no
completed railway line and travellers used this Rest
House as a convenient stopping place, so Mr. A. seldom
lacked company. As far as I knew there was no shadow
on his life. Yet one night, after playing a friendly
game of cards with two very decent fellows neither of
whom were gamblers, A retired to his bed-room and
blew his brains out with a gun.
My bungalow was
only a few hundred yards away from the Rest House.
I had gone to bed when I heard a voice I knew calling
me. I answered "Yes, what is it?" And the voice
replied "A has . . . ." and before the speaker could
complete the sentence my brain registered the words yet
to come—"shot himself." It must have been a case of
mental telepathy, because I had never thought of such
a thing in connection with A. On going across to the
Rest House I found A huddled up on the floor, with
part of the top of his head blown away, but still living.
We placed him on a bed, sent for the senior dresser at
the hospital and despatched two Tamil coolies to run
the seventeen miles into Kuala Lumpur with a report
of what had happened. Only Tamil coolies would
travel long distances at night.
There was very little
that we could do. The dresser did what he could. A
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lay on the bed grunting, but the grunting did not sound
like that of a person in actual pain. H e never regained
consciousness but he lived for two or three hours and
we could only tell when he had passed away by holding
a looking glass in front of his mouth. Later I had the
melancholy task of going through his effects and papers.
The latter included a bundle of letters from a sister—
the only relative who could be traced.
I am not
exaggerating when I say that both in form and substance those were the most beautiful letters I've ever
read.
W h a t prompted A to take his life was never
known. Salaries were small in those days and in company A was convivial. As far as I can remember he left
neither cash assets nor debts.
Other F o r m s of Madness.
Like other District Officers and Assistant District
Officers of those early days I had all sorts of strange
experiences. I was once sent to take charge of a somewhat inaccessible place up a river which had then no
road approach. It was a big Chinese settlement with
no hospital and no other white man within a journey of
several hours.
The nearest Malay Kampong was at
the mouth of the river. But I had a dozen Malay police
under an N.C.Q. and a few Malay boatmen living near
my bungalow. A thoughtful Government had provided
me with a medicine chest to enable me to doctor the
inhabitants. One day the Police Corporal came to the
bungalow to inform me that the wife of a constable
"sudah jadi gila" and to ask for "ubat." On enquiry
as to the nature of the lady's madness, I was informed
that she would insist on running up and down the
verandah of the police quarters in a state of nature. Out
came the medicine chest and I presented the Corporal with
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two or three Cockles pills which 1 assured him were
an infallible remedy for this particular form of madness ! Next morning he reported that the medicine had
been most efficacious and that the lady had completely
recovered. On another occasion in another out-station
where I lived on a hill, a European lady dashed into my
house to inform me that her husband was being
murdered in the town. I knew her husband well but
had never spoken to the lady. I had heard that she
was peculiar. It was obvious from the wild look in her
eyes and from her excited manner that she was suffering
from hallucinations. The only thing to do was to send
for her husband and try to pacify her pending his
arrival. For about a quarter of an hour or so I had to
listen to the wild out-pourings of an unbalanced mind,
including the continued iteration of "Oh ! Can't you
hear they are killing him?" Finally the husband drove
up and managed to get her away without any fuss. His
presence calmed her down at once. They did not stay
long in the district and I never heard what ultimately
became of them.
The Case of Dr. X.
It was on a Sunday that a planting friend brought
Dr. X. to dinner. He had met him casually in a Penang
hotel. Dr. X. had told my friend that he had come to
Malaya with the idea of setting up in private practice
and my friend had advised him to come along to Kuala
Lumpur and have a look round. Dr. X. was a fine looking, middle aged man with charming manners. He was
also a most interesting personality—the cultured man of
the world who had read much, travelled extensively and
could express himself well without in any way monopolising the conversation. After dinner Dr. X. spoke of cer72
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tain misconceptions among laymen about medical matters. H e mentioned a prevalent belief that a cut between
finger and thumb was the cause of lockjaw and then spoke
of tetanus. On Monday my planting friend returned to
his estate and I asked Dr. X. to dine with me again as he
wanted to talk about the possibility of settling in Kuala
Lumpur. On arrival at my house he mentioned that
when crossing the railway line from the hotel to the
Selangor Club he had slipped, fallen and scratched the
palm of his hand. H e showed me an apparently superficial abrasion about the size of a twenty cent piece, said
he would have it attended to and mentioned the risk of
tetanus. On Tuesday I lunched with him in town when
he showed me that he had got some sticking plaster on
his hand, and I fancy he again mentioned the word
tetanus. H e then went off to an out-station to stay a
night or two with my planting friend. On the Thursday
or Friday morning—I forget which—1 had a telephone
message from the European hospital to ask if I knew
Dr. X. and, on my replying in the affirmative, was told
that he was there in a dying condition. On my arrival
at the hospital I found a nurse standing alongside his bed
with a chloroform bottle in her hand. Dr. X. was past
knowing anybody. It was a bad case of tetanus. H e
died that morning. It appears that when dining with one
or two planters on the estate he had again talked of
tetanus and next day developed this dreadful ailment.
H e was brought back to Kuala Lumpur with the greatest
difficulty.
After his death his one and only suit case was
opened in the presence of witnesses and was found to be
almost empty of even the barest necessities, but it did
contain a small wooden box full of used morphia
syringes. It was subsequently discovered that Dr. X
73

RECORDS AND RECOLLECTIONS

had been addicted to the use of some such drug.
Dr. X's death was recorded as due to tetanus, but
one of the most brilliant doctors in the country afterwards expressed his opinion to me that the scratch on the
hand may have had nothing to do with the death which
might have been caused by morphia tetanus owing to the
use of a dirty needle.
Many years later I told this story to a resident in
Kuala Lumpur who informed me that he remembered
another case of a man falling in the same neighbourhood,
who also developed and died of tetanus, and he even
thought there was a third case but could not be sure.
So it will always remain a mystery as to what really did
cause the death of Dr. X.
A Surprising Recovery.
Almost within sight of a police-station the mandor
of a gang of survey coolies was attacked with a parang
by one of his coolies. The supposed dead man was
buried by his assailant under pine-apple leaves and a
discarded floor mat. Yet in spite of terrible wounds,
which included a huge gash at the back of the neck—the
would be murderer had attempted to cut off the poor
fellow's head—the victim managed to recover consciousness and crawl to the police station. The Sergeant
in charge fixed up a long cane chair with bamboo poles
and paid Chinese coolies to rush the injured man to the
nearest hospital six miles away at the place where I
lived. A mounted messenger arrived in advance of the
chair cortege, to bring us the news. The employer of
the mandor and myself, having warned the local hospital,
rode out to meet the procession. The Chinese chair
coolies had come along at a steady trot. They wore
nothing but pants and were pouring with sweat. (It
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was a hot afternoon). The sight of the wounded man in
the chair was both remarkable and terrible. It looked
as if his head was half severed from his body—owing
to the muscles at the back of the neck having been cut
through—one or more fingers had been chopped off and,
as was ultimately discovered, there were other serious
wounds on the body. On arrival at the hospital, the
Jaffna Tamil apothecary in charge found himself confronted with a serious task. He said that the sewing
up of the neck would be a long job and that the man's
life would perhaps depend on the time taken in attending
to the various wounds. He wanted help in sewing up
the neck. Among those who had come up with the chair
coolies was a Malay constable who promptly offered to
assist, explaining that he had been accustomed to sewing sails when a sailor. His help was accepted. He
and the apothecary between them made a very good job
of it. For many days it was a toss up if the man would
live, but thanks to the care of the apothecary and two
visits from European doctors when the man had been
given up for lost, he ultimately recovered. His assailant
was arrested and sentenced to a long term of imprisonment. Robbery was the motive for this attempted
murder. The injured man was known to have had his
savings on his person.
Almost a Miracle.
A Chinese shop-keeper was walking down the
kerosine oil lit main street of one of our smaller townships with some money in his pocket when he was met
by a fellow countryman who deliberately shot him point
blank in the abdomen, grabbed his money and got away
with it. I was called to the hospital to take what would
presumably be a dying deposition, On arrival at the
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hospital I found the Tamil apothecary in charge looking
rather pleased with himself. Incidentally it may be
mentioned that Jaffna Tamils who were placed in charge
of many of the smaller hospitals did magnificent work
within the limit of their qualifications. They were fine
fellows. However to return to the story. On arrival
of the patient at the hospital, the apothecary had helped
to place him on a table for examination, and in doing
so had felt a small lump on the lower part of the patient's buttocks.
He rightly guessed that this was the
bullet fired into the abdomen. A slight cut with a lancet
and out it came. From the position of this excision it
was evident that in some mysterious way the bullet must
have travelled round the abdomen. Interest then
centred on what part of the patient's interior had been
perforated by the bullet in its run round. Nobody will
ever know. But this is a fact. In about three weeks'
time, the patient had completely recovered and was back
in his shop again.
Another Sort of Miracle.
It was in this same township that the Penghulu
once solemnly reported to me that a Malay woman had
given birth to an egg.
He wanted to know how this
was to be recorded in the Register of Births. To the best
of my recollection I was actually shown the egg. Being
very young at the time I did not believe the story,
although the Penghulu himself appeared to do so. But
having since heard much about the passing of stones
I have since wondered if this was or was not an anatomical miracle.
Tiger Stories.
Tigers are not seen frequently in Malaya except
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on our postage stamps. The great majority of
Europeans never come across a tiger during the whole of
their stay in Malaya. Forty years ago, however, one
was always hearing about people being killed by tigers.
The Kuala Langat and Ulu Selangor districts had the
worst reputation. Almost the first of the Collectors and
Magistrates to be stationed at J u g r a was a Mr. Innes,
husband of the lady who wrote The Golden Chersonese with the Gilding Off. One day when he was
sitting in a shed in his garden reading a newspaper, he
suddenly looked up to see a tiger a few yards away.
Nothing happened.
Equally fortunate was a railway
man named Crockhart, engaged on the construction of
the railway line from R a w a n g to Kuala Kubu. H e was
walking through a deep cutting when he observed a tiger
calmly walking towards him.
As he told me afterwards, Crockhart knew that it would probably be fatal
to turn and run.
So he continued walking slowly
towards the tiger, when to his relief the animal turned
off on to a track at the side of the cutting which had
been used by coolies to save them the longer walk round.
I once caught a glimpse of a tiger in the lalang when
I was riding a small pony on a jungle track between
R a w a n g and Kuala Selangor, before the through road
was constructed. And on another occasion I was called
to see a fine tigress which had been caught in a flimsy
looking bamboo trap on a gambier estate at Sepang.
After consultation with the Malay Police Sergeant, I
decided that the safest thing to do was to shoot the
animal. My experience of rifle shooting being nil, and
knowing nothing about the Sergeant's prowess with a
gun, it was arranged that we should act as joint executioners.
Standing about six feet apart we were both
to fire with police rifles at the head of the tigress when
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I gave the signal. This was done. We saw no movement and there was the tigress quite dead : but the head
of the animal was where its tail had been at the moment
we fired. Dugan Hampshire was stationed at Kuala
Kubu when the surrounding territory was a favourite
haunt for tigers.
Word came in one day from S.
T. Debney, the surveyor, that there was a tiger in the
neighbourhood of his camp, so D. H. Hampshire and
Sidney Smith of the P.W.D. joined forces and went
out to assist Debney in tracking the animal. To cut a
long story short, they did not find a big tiger.
What
they did discover was a tiger cub in a disused lumbong
Siam. The problem was how to get it out alive.
A
cage was made and then Dugan proceeded to lasso the
cub at the bottom of the pit. This was a long and
difficult operation, but was eventually successful and the
cub was dragged up into the cage. The next job was
to cut some of the cord which had got pretty tightly
fixed round the cub. This could only be done through
the bars of the cage—a by no means easy task.
It
had become dark by this time and, as luck would have
it, the one and only hurricane lamp got accidentally
smashed, so the party of hunters together with Debney's
coolies had to march back through the jungle to Kuala
Kubu in total darkness carrying an infuriated tiger cub
in a very primitive cage. Debney kept the animal in
his garden at Kuala Kubu for some years. During this
time two other cubs were caught in pits not very far
away from where the first one was housed.
Another
story told me by Dugan is that when W. P. Hume was
District Officer at Kuala Kubu, he was told by his
servant one evening, just before dinner, that there was a
tiger somewhere about the garden. Hume took his gun,
went out, saw something moving in the darkness and
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promptly fired at it. And then found that he had killed
a tiger cub.
In the early days when our only two European
Police Inspectors were both stationed in Kuala Lumpur,
District Officers and Assistant District Officers performed many of the duties now undertaken by Police
Officers.
On one occasion a report came in from a
village about six miles away that a Malay wood-cutter
or lampan worker had been carried off by a tiger. It
was my job to organize a search party, so gathering
together half a dozen Malay police with their rifles, off
we went. What use I would have been in the jungle
with an old-fashioned police rifle was luckily never put
to the test, for on arrival at the village we found that
the body had already been recovered and brought in by
the villagers. One arm had been gnawed clean off at
the shoulder. There were no other marks of violence
on the body and from the calm expression on the dead
man's face I imagine that he must have been killed by
a sudden blow before the tiger started to mutilate the
body.
A Sad finding.
The late F. V. Guy came to Kuala Lumpur in 1903
to manage the Federal Dispensary. He was interested
in all sorts of animals and kept a menagerie in his
garden on Bukit Bintang Road. Among his pets which
ran loose about the garden were two small orang titan.
When Guy had his evening stengah in the garden, three
were provided : one for Guy and one for each of the
orang utan . Towards the end of 1910 Guy made a
trip to Kelantan with the representative of Messrs.
Pathe Freres, the cinematograph film manufacturers.
He took with him a black panther and a leopard, the
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intention being to match these beasts against Kelantan
buffalo-bulls and obtain a cinematograph picture of the
fights. The party duly arrived at Kota Bahru, and proceeded to make the necessary arrangements. It was at
first intended that the fights should take place in the enclosure usually used for bull-fights. This enclosure, however, was only five to six feet high, and when Guy saw
it he said that on no account would he release his
animals in a place like that. It was therefore arranged
to hold the fight in the gaol yard. The yard was surrounded by a wall nine feet high, and on the top of this
was placed corrugated zinc to prevent the animals
getting a purchase if they attempted to escape. In the
middle of the yard is the gaol. A temporary wall was
put up on each side of the gaol proper.
The cages
containing the panther and the leopard were placed at an
opening in this wall similar to that by which bulls are
admitted into the arena in the Spanish bull-fights. Guy,
who was stationed by the cages, was thus not in the yard
itself. On the other side at the junction of the permanent and temporary walls a platform with a kind of
cage was erected for the use of the camera man. The
operator having taken up his position, and the bull being
already in the yard, Guy opened the cage to let the
panther in.
The beast would not go in at first, and
had to be prodded before he would do so. Once in, the
panther would not approach the bull, but stalked along
the side of the wall looking for some means of escape.
Eventually the brute espied a small piece of wood projecting from the flooring of the platform provided for
the camera man. It leapt on to this and thence on to
the wall of the yard and promptly made off, scattering
the native spectators, who were either sitting on the
wall or on stands outside. The panther made straight
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for a compound close by, and Guy, having seen what
had happened, took up a gun and followed.
Having
reached the compound, he got quite close to the brute,
and let fire with buckshot.
At such short range, the
shot did not scatter, and the animal was not badly
injured. The panther then leapt and got Guy's right
hand in its mouth, the two rolling over on the ground.
Guy, with his left hand, felt for a knife which he
carried in his belt, and meanwhile a European came up
with a gun and fired at the panther. As bad luck would
have it, the shot, passing through Guy's right thigh,
lodged in the left thigh higher up. His would be saviour
then dashed up and despatched the panther with a sheath
knife. Guy was placed on board the s.s. Boribat, in
charge of Dr. Gimlette, to be brought to the General
Hospital at Singapore, but, succumbed on the boat to his
injuries.
He remained bright and cheerful until the
end, which occurred about 26 hours after the accident.
The body was taken on shore at Trengganu, where
Dr. Gimlette superintended the interment.
Catching Crocodiles,
There are two ways of bagging a crocodile, one by
taking pot shots with a rifle whilst the crocodile is
asleep on the mud-bank of a river at low water; the
other by catching with a baited line, and then playing
the brute like a fish. The first method is not so easy
as it sounds, for unless the brute is hit in one of certain
particular parts of the body, the bullet simply causes
it to disappear into the river with a buck jump, to be
seen no more. Crocodiles are cannibals, and eat their
own species. The other method is the more exciting.
The modus operandi is as follows : A small piece of
hard wood, about 6 in. or 8 in, long and about three
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quarters of an inch thick, is sharpened at both ends, and
to the middle of this the end of a yard of twine is
firmly fastened, the twine having* about a dozen strands
just held together by, say, a couple of knots, so as to
prevent the crocodile from biting it through, as the
strands simply get between its teeth. To the other end
of this twine is fastened a single uncut rattan, at least
20 feet long, and about a quarter of an inch in thickness
or a little bigger. A small stick affixed to the end of
the line, to act as a visible float, completes this part of
the gear. Probably a crocodile will eat anything, but
he is certainly partial to chicken—at least that bait is
always successful in the Sepang river where I have
tried it—so, having killed some sort of fowl, the body
is cut through the breast lengthways from head to tail
and the small piece of pointed hard wood inserted, and
the bird bound up again with string. Next two pieces
of light wood are nailed together, forming a small
floating platform about a foot square, and on this the
fowl is placed, raised on miniature trestles. The small
platform thus furnished is placed in a likely spot near
the bank of the river, and the rattan line is hitched over
a small branch of a tree on the bank in order that the
bait platform may not be carried away by the tide. By
next morning the rattan line, bait, and platform may
all have disappeared, which probably means that the
crocodile, having swallowed the fowl, has gone off with
the rattan in row, a tug being sufficient to set it free,
whilst the platform, thus released, has drifted away.
A crocodile is sometimes aggressive, so, when going
in pursuit, it is better to have a boat than a sampan.
Malay paddles are the most convenient in either case.
It is also advisable to have a second man with a rifle.
The crocodile has probably a favourite place upstream,
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so the boatmen paddle up on the look-out for the rattan
(which always floats), finding it at length close to the
mangrove roots bordering on the river, perhaps. The
boat hook picks up the floating-stick end of the line,
and with a couple of boatmen on to this and a crocodile
at the other end with the small pointed hard wood stick
across his throat, the excitement begins. The crocodile
plunges about amidst the mangrove roots under water,
and then makes a rush; the rattan is paid out again and
the boat follows; then the quarry rushes under the boat,
perhaps at the boat, whilst the line is steadily pulled in.
This proceeding may last some time. The only thing
to be afraid of is the rattan's getting twisted round a
bakau root under water, and so preventing a capture.
Otherwise, after a good deal of "playing" of a rather
violent nature, the continual pulling of the rattan holders
in the boat, or his own aggressiveness, induces the brute
to show a head above the surface, whereat the rifles
crack and the crocodile dies, though often not till four
or five bullets have been put into different parts of his
body.
The Huxley Contracts.
A matter which aroused considerable public interest
at the time (1921—1922) was the cancellation of contracts for the erection of new hospital buildings in Kuala
Lumpur, and the payment of $225,000 to Major Huxley
for breach of contract. A brief record of the negotiations which led to the making of this payment was given
by the Acting Chief Secretary (E. S. Hose) when
speaking in the Federal Council on July 10th, 1923.
He said: —
" I propose to refresh honourable members' memories by referring to some of the salient facts in connec83
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tion with these contracts.
" In August, 1920, the construction of new European and General Hospitals in Kuala Lumpur was
considered to be a matter of urgency.
" Mr. Kenny considered that owing to fluctuation
in prices satisfactory results would not be obtained by
relying on tenders from recognised contractors.
" In September, Major Huxley had resigned his
appointment as Government Architect, and Mr. Kenny
recommended that the work be given to Major Huxley
on a commission of 15 per cent, on the cost of all
work done, as the very best arrangement that could be
made.
This form of contract was, according to the
information in the possession of the Government, the
usual form of contract at Home at the time. Mr. Kenny
also attached much importance to the fact that Major
Huxley had a considerable command of labour.
" The proposal was sanctioned by the Acting Chief
Secretary—Sir (then Mr.) Frederick James—on 25th
September, after prolonged discussion with Mr. Kenny,
and with the approval of the High Commissioner. It
is considered that the percentage was unnecessarily high
and that Major Huxley would probably have accepted a
lower figure.
" The terms intended in the original correspondence
are not quite clear, but Mr. Kenny states that he did
not intend that Major Huxley should draw 15 per cent.
on labour, and 15 per cent, on any materials that were
ordered through him.
" I n . January, 1921, Major Huxley signed a contract which makes it clear that he was only to draw
15 per cent, on labour and 15 per cent, on materials
which the supervising officer thought fit to order through
him.
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" Before the contract was signed, however, there
was evidently a misunderstanding on this point, with the
result that Major Huxley was called upon to supply
materials which might have been obtained by the Government without incurring the 15 per cent, commission.
" On 18th March, 1921, all work was stopped by the
Government owing to the lack of funds, and when it
became clear that it was necessary definitely to abandon
the work, Major Huxley became entitled to compensation on a basis of the probable profits he would have
made had the work been completed. At that time
approximately $875,000 had been spent, and approximately $66,000 had been drawn in commission by Major
Huxley.
" After protracted negotiations, the Government
decided to pay Major Huxley a further sum of $225,000
in full settlement of all claims. The settlement was
complicated by the fact that, while there were no plans
attached to one of the contracts, the plans which were
eventually attached to the other, together with ambiguous expressions in the earlier correspondence, left it in
doubt whether the contracts covered only the original
scheme costing $3,600,000 or an extended scheme costing
$7,600,000.
" The following figures are rather significant in
that connection. Major Huxley will receive altogether
$291,000, with interest at 7 per cent, on the final payment of $125,000. This represents approximately 8.08
per cent, on $3,600,000, or 3.8 per cent, on $7,600,000.
" It does not appear from these figures that the
result has proved unduly costly to the Government,
though no doubt the initial misunderstanding and uncertainty hampered Mr. Bannon in effecting a settlement.
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" It is, of course, unfortunate that Government has
had to pay $225,000 and has nothing to show for it, but
that is an unavoidable result of the slump.
" It is considered that the terms of the settlement
are reasonable."
(These hospitals have yet to be built.]
Golden Raub.
About forty-live years ago the late W. Bibby,
generally known as Old Bibby—probably because he
was the father of grown-up sons—came up from Australia with a small party of expert mining men to take
over on behalf of The Raub Australian Syndicate, Ltd.
a certain gold bearing property owned by Raja Impeh,
of Pahang. In 1893 the Syndicate became The Raub
Australian Gold Mining Company, Ltd. Old Bibby was
the local resident Manager until he died in 1900.
He
was succeeded by G. B. Whyte, who has long since
happily settled down in Sidney, and still keeps up a
correspondence with one or two friends in Malaya.
Altogether there have been eight different Managers
at Raub, including C. G. Warnford-Lock (1902—1905),
who wrote a book on "Mining in Malaya," W.H. Martin
(1905—1919) now living in Kuala Lumpur and A. S. Lilburne who has been in charge of the mine since
1919. Messrs. Derrick & Co., of Singapore, the local
Secretaries, have been good enough to supply me with
certain figures. The Raub Australian Gold Mining
Company paid twelve dividends between 1893 and 1901.
Approximately half of such dividends were appropriated
against calls made on the partly paid one pound shares.
Then there was a lapse of ten years until another dividend was declared on account of the year 1910—1911
and the shares became fully paid. No further dividends
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were declared until the year 1925—1926.
Since then
dividends have been declared regularly : the dividend
for 1932 being 4 5 % .
(At an early stage of the Company's existence the
£1 shares were 18/6 paid up, but I cannot remember if
this was the issue value.)
The following figures have been obtained through
the courtesy of Messrs. Fraser & Co. of Singapore: —
In March 1899 the Raub Company's shares changed
hands at $65. In J a n u a r y 1900 the price was $62 but
by December had fallen to $47.25. Quotations for 1901
were : —
January
February
March
May 6th
„
11th
„
16th
June 8th
„
13th
December
Old Bibby himself had a great belief in the mine.
In the earlier days of its history he occasionally stayed
with me when coming through R a w a n g with gold from
the mine, and always talked with enthusiasm about
future possibilities.
The value of the shares in 1899
and 1900 shows that his confidence was shared by the
investing public. When that loyal, lovable man, the
late Sir W . Hood Treacher, was appointed ResidentGeneral he was the holder of Raub shares and was told
by higher authority that, in view of his official position,
it might be as well if he ceased to have a financial
interest in the mine, so rather against the grain he sold
out when the market was about $60. As events turned
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out it was lucky for him that he sold out at the time
he did. W h a t sent the market price of the shares
tumbling down in 1901 were reports on the mine, first
by E. T. McCarthy and secondly by J. H. Curie. Then
came the black years in Raub's history. In a long
period of something like 25 years only one dividend was
paid. The market price became merely nominal. People who had shares forgot that they held any. To-day
(January 1934) the one pound shares, now split into
live shilling shares, are quoted locally at $8.55 buyers
i.e., about 300% above par.
Old Bibby—a fine old
fellow—had five sons. William Charles, the eldest, was
killed by falling down a shaft at Jelebu in 1898. Another son Frederick Alfred died at Raub in 1902. In
the same year two sons returned to Australia. A r t h u r
Hector Bibby,—"Mons"—at one time manager of South
Raub—a Singapore Company, still has interests in
Malaya and now lives in Singapore, when he is not
staying at Raub with his old friend G. M. Harding, a
proprietary planter.
A Point

Of

Law.-

Law is of course the human conception of justice.
Misfortune is sometimes due to ignorance of the law by
the individual. Hearing that a certain locality was
supposed to contain rich tin bearing land two Chinese
gentlemen entered into partnership to undertake mining
operations in the indicated locality. As one of the partners did not live in Malaya, it was apparently arranged
that the other partner would apply for the necessary
mining titles and conduct the actual mining operations,
the foreign partner putting up his share of the initial
capital required. The result of actual operations on the
ground failed to produce the anticipated profit. More
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and more money was sunk in the venture. Finally the
foreign partner declined to put up any more money.
The resident partner, still hopeful, then borrowed money
from other people understanding that his foreign
partner had washed his hands of the whole business.
In the course of time the resident partner struck better
payable ground and began to make quite a handsome
profit, some of which he used for the erection of shophouses in the adjacent small township. After some
years he was disagreeably surprised to receive a letter
from his foreign partner suggesting that it was about
time that accounts were rendered and a division made of
the profits. The resident partner was most indignant.
He claimed that the partnership had automatically
ceased to exist when the foreign partner had declined
to put up any more money. The foreign partner
thought otherwise and took the matter to Court, basing
his claim on the fact that the resident partner had never
formally asked for cancellation of or repudiated the
original partnership deed. The Supreme Court in
Kuala Lumpur decided in favour of the foreign partner
and ordered the mines and house property to be sold by
public auction, the foreign partner to have half the proceeds of the sale. Whether he was to have anything
beyond that in the form of unexpended cash profits I
cannot remember : nor can I remember if any of the
mining titles were in the joint names of the two partners.
May be that in those early days such titles were issued
only to people actually resident in the country.
The Prince Of Wales.
When the Prince of Wales visited Kuala Lumpur
in 1922, he drove up from Port Swettenham in the
company of the Sultan of Perak, followed by a regular
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procession of motor cars conveying other notables. A
few people waited outside the Kuala Lumpur railway
station to see the Prince go by. To their surprise the
only passenger in the first car was a soldier with a rifle
who was sitting in such a way that he could watch the
second car in which sat the Prince and the Sultan.
Another incident of this visit, which was scarcely noticed
at the time, took place on the P a d a n g when Royalty sat
on a dais to receive certain public Addresses from the
community. Left and right of the dais were serried
ranks of school children, the general public standing
some little way away in front of the dais. After the
formal part of the ceremony had been completed, the
Prince descended from the dais to walk along in front
of the benches accommodating the school children. One
or two officials accompanied the Prince. W h e n passing
the main body of Asiatic spectators in front, a man
suddenly dashed out with something in his hand.
A
member of the Prince's entourage was on him like a
flash. The man was turned and pushed back into the
crowd. H e was a too enthusiastic photographer. T h e
man who pushed him back was said to be the Prince's
personal police attendant.
At the dinner given in
honour of the Prince at the Selangor Club, the following
procedure was observed. The invited guests stood in a
sort of circle awaiting the arrival of the Prince and
gubernatorial party—husbands and wives standing together. The Prince was conducted round the circle and
the guests were introduced by name. The ladies
curtsied, the men made a low bow and the Prince then
shook hands with them. Some of the good ladies of
Kuala Lumpur were a little anxious about their
proficiency in the curtsying business.
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A Pet Elephant.
A military man from Hong Kong on a big game
hunting expedition in Selangor caught a baby elephant.
Having no facilities for keeping the little fellow as a
pet, he suggested that I and my next door neighbour
might like a baby elephant to play with.
We were
delighted, and it was decided that the animal should live
in my compound. Within a day or so the little elephant
was perfectly tame and would play about like a dog. It
would even come into the house.
When hungry it
roared like a tiger and would then be given a bottle of
rice pap which it would swig down with great enjoyment.
Quite a number of bottles were accounted for
in a day. Every evening the elephant was taken down
to the river for a bathe. He loved this jaunt and was
quite friendly with people he met or passed on the road,
except Chinese. Apart from this exception, he was
evidently quite happy and contented to be among human
beings. Then my next door neighbour was offered an
appointment in the Siamese Government Service and
we thought it might be to his advantage if he arrived
in that country bringing a present for the King in the
form of a young elephant.
So off went my friend
and the elephant in charge of a Malay gembala from
Perak. The King of Siam was delighted with the gift
and during the time that my friend was in Siam the
King was always his staunch friend. Years later, when
in Bangkok, I made enquiry at the elephant stables about
the animal from Selangor. Replies were rather vague,
but I gathered that the elephant brought in by a European was dead.
Great Provocation.
A superior intelligent looking Tamil contractor
91

RECORDS AND RECOLLECTIONS

stood in the dock charged with killing a man.
The
case was simple. On returning home one evening he
heard voices in his little house. Adjoining the house
was a lean-to shed. He stopped for a minute to make
sure that there was somebody in the house with his
wife, went into the shed, and picked up some weapon.
Then, entering his house, he found a man making love
to his wife and promptly killed him.
Mr. Justice
Kershaw, who had formerly been at the Colonial Bar,
was on the Bench. The prisoner was found guilty of
homicide. The judge, addressing the prisoner, said : —
" You undoubtedly suffered the greatest provocation.
Had you on hearing voices gone straight in to the house
and killed your wife's paramour with your hands I could
have taken a different view. But you took time to
think of taking the law into your own hands. Therefore there was premeditation. 'You must go to prison
for two years." These may not be the exact words used
but they represent the general tenor of his Lordship's
finding. [Mr. Justice Kershaw was a man of quiet
retiring disposition. He was fond of taking long walks
in the evening, generally dressed in a khaki suit. I do
not know if he is still living.]
Since writing the above 1 have come across the
following note in the Straits Times of January 29, 1934,
concerning what a man may not do if he finds his wife
with a lover in compromising circumstances : —
" Last Wednesday a Tamil estate coolie was fined
$14 by a Kuala Lumpur magistrate for stabbing a man
whom he found in his wife's room. The husband
caught the intruder as he was escaping over a partition
and wounded him six times, although not fatally.
Presumably the magistrate could not well have inflicted
a lesser punishment, the law being what it is, but it is
92

RECORDS AND RECOLLECTIONS

impossible not to sympathise with the prisoner.
His
wages as an estate labourer are not more than thirty
cents a clay, so that in all probability he will not be
able to pay the fine and will have to undergo the alternative punishment of a short sentence in gaol. Adultery is one of the few matters in respect of which
English law is in advance of public opinion, if a
husband finds his wife with a lover he may belabour
the man with his fists, or, more conventionally, with
a horsewhip; and nothing will happen to him if the
bruised Don Juan takes the case to court. But if the
husband uses a knife, pistol or other lethal weapon to
avenge his honour he goes to gaol, while the man who
has made him a cuckold goes scot free.
This legal
position is all very well so long as the husband is a
bigger man than the intruder, or a better boxer, but
what if he is physically unable to exact vengeance by
non-lethal methods? Is the adulterer in such circumstances to be allowed to snap his fingers at the husband,
with liability to no greater punishment than possible
citation as co-respondent in a divorce suit? It is fairly
certain that if juries had their own way in these cases
they would give not a few shocks to legal orthodoxy."
Too Late.
Delays are dangerous. Forty years ago there was
a small Chinese-owned steamer running from Singapore to Klang. The European engineer of this steamer
did a certain amount of private trading, by selling
goods in Klang. The then lessee of the Klang Rest
House was said to owe the engineer quite a lot of money
for goods supplied and was apparently diffident about
settling up. The engineer would drop in for a few
words with the young European magistrate in Klang
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and ask his advice about taking out a civil summons—
just to be on the safe side.
There were no lawyers
practising here in those days. The engineer was told
that there was no difficulty about the issue of a summons and the interview generally ended by the engineer
saying " Well, next trip I must take action." On the
last visit he made to the magistrate's office, he said
"I had really intended to take out a summons to-day,
but I've a little job to attend to in a factory at Batu
Tiga, so I've no time. But next trip I shall certainly
do so." There was no next trip, for on the journey to
Singapore his steamer turned turtle off Malacca and
the poor fellow was drowned.
Matrimonial Tangles.
Divorce is not always a tragedy. Sometimes it is
a blessing which allows two people, who are utterly
unsuited to each other, to make a fresh start with new
partners. In the absence of statistics it is impossible
to say if the percentage of divorce among Europeans
is higher in this part of the world than in, say, Canada
or Australia. I can recall the names of fourteen men
I have known or known by sight who have divorced
their wives and of seven men who have been divorced
by their wives : not to mention half-a-dozen couples
who, apparently, have agreed to live apart. Nearly
all these people resided at one time or another in Selangor.
Touching on the humorous side of matrimonial
upsets, I can recall the arrival of a letter from home
asking me to do what I could for a youngster who his
mother imagined to be somewhat friendless and homesick out here. The letter did not come from the
mother, so I made no bones about my reply which was
to the effect that I could do nothing for the youngster
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because he had gone off to another country with somebody else's wife.
A Minor Collision.
Years ago when the District Officer at Klang was
also Harbour Master, that officer had to hold an enquiry
regarding a collision which had taken place at sea in
the early hours of the morning between a Straits Steamship Co.s vessel and a Government launch which was
generally employed taking Government officials up and
down the coast. No real damage had been done. Long,
the serang of the launch, was called first to give his
evidence, the purport of which was that the navigating
officer of the S.S. Co's ship was entirely to blame for
the collision. The Captain of the ship then said that
he wished to ask the witness one question and one
question only and that was : "How many hours had
you been on continuous duty at the time of the accident?" It is difficult to remember exact figures, but
I think Long's reply was "42 hours." Collapse of the
enquiry, when it was ascertained that the reliable
Long had been kept going up and down the coast by
different officials for the total number of hours
stated.
Always a Way.
This is a story about Dr. Travers. He was notified
that a native woman in an out-station was very ill and
that an operation was probably necessary. Accompanied by a man to give an anaesthetic, he drove out to
the place as quickly as possible. On arrival he found
the woman living in a small wooden house with an atap
roof. The woman was too ill to be moved. He decided
on an immediate operation. The difficulty was want of
light in the interior of the little house. The owner of
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the house failed to see how more light could be obtained.
Travers glanced round and said " Well, pull off part of
the roof." " But it may rain " said the owner."
" Never mind," said Travers, "we will risk that. Call
your friends and do it at once. I must have more light."
So part of the roof was pulled off and a satisfactory
operation performed. Luckily there was no rain.
Early

Malayan

Motoring.

I contributed the following jottings from memory
to The Malayan Motorist of October, 1933.
It is now thirty years ago since I purchased my
first motor car, a 6 h.p. de Dion-Bouton, and taught other
people to drive a car. The late W. E. Kenny, P.W.D.,
and the late Sir H. Conway Belfield, when he was
Mr. Belfield, Resident of Selangor, were my pupils.
A little later on when there were about a dozen privately
owned cars in Kuala Lumpur, it was decided that drivers
should be licensed. Kenny took up the matter on
behalf of the Government and called us all to a meeting
in his office. After some preliminary talk each of us
was solemnly presented with a license to drive a car.
This license took the form of a numbered silver disc
bearing the name of the licensee. My disc was numbered 3 and 1 carry it to this day on my key-ring. At
this early stage two car owners thought it worth while
to bring out professional drivers from England. The
late Dr. Loke Yew, C.M.G., was one and the late
E. V. Carey another. The latter's driver was brought
out to drive what was then considered to be a big
Standard car. Carey was away from Kuala Lumpur
at the time, so I was asked to interview the driver on
arrival. On reporting himself at my office, I told him
that the first thing to be done was to get a driver's
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license and gave him detailed information in regard to
the locality of the licensing office which was not very
far away. Next day I sent him a chit to call at the
European Hospital at 2 p.m. and take a lady friend of
E. V.'s to an estate near Kajang. About 6 p.m. the
man turned up at my bungalow and reported that when
returning from Kajang, through Sungei Besi, he had
knocked down and killed an old Chinese man.
He
explained that so far as he was concerned the accident
was unavoidable. I told him that this would mean a
Court case, but that as he had his license to drive, the
Court would very likely accept his version of what took
place. He then admitted that he had failed to carry
out my instructions about getting a license ! Later on
his version of the unfortunate affair was accepted, but
he was fined $1 for driving without a license ! I rather
doubt if the same leniency would be extended to a car
driver to-day in similar circumstances. Carey's driver
ultimately held a good appointment in the Customs
department.
Early Enthusiasm.
H. C. Zacharias, Dr. Travers, G. Dearie Russell,
A. K. E. Hampshire, the late A. T. D. Berrington, the
late Grant Mackie, the late D. G. Robertson, the late
Lee Kong Lam and the late Dr. Loke Yew, C.M.G., were
all pioneers of motoring in Selangor. How enthusiastic
we were in those early days. We were always tinkering
about with our cars and thought nothing of dismantling
half the works under the bonnet!
I can still picture
the late W. P. de Basagoiti helping me on a Sunday
morning to remove the radiator of a Star car in order
to get at a large fibre washer which had expanded
slightly and required filing down. I can't remember
how long the job took, but Basagoiti in a topee, vest,
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and linen trousers was a cheerful mass of sweat, grease
and dirt by the time we had finished. My Boyanese
ex-syce, who was with me for twelve years until he
died of asthma, must also be numbered among the early
enthusiasts.
He loved pulling a car to pieces and
putting it together again. At that time the rival merits
of different cars was one of the chief topics of conversation among motorists. Now that cars have all reached
such a general level of excellence, according to price,
there is less need for discrimination.
At first, the
majority of motor cars in Selangor were French—
mostly de Dions. In their day they did splendid service.
Then came the American invasion which provided fairly
high powered cars at a moderate price. And now we
have the British car with its small engine and economical
running.
To return to earlier years : cars were in use then
the very names of which are now forgotten.
For
example : the first British car to be seen in Kuala Lumpur was a Roots and Venable, brought out by
H. C. Zacharias. Then there was the pedals-to-push
Adams-Hewitt on which the late Mrs. G. P. Owen, the
pioneer lady motorist of Malaya, made the then longest
trip on record through the Malay States. The starting
handle of this car was about two feet long and was used
at the side of the car.
The engine was a difficult
starter! It was on a car of this make that Dr. Fraser,
then head of the Pathological Institute, F.M.S., met
with a strange accident whilst still a novice at
the wheel. He remembered driving quietly along
a main road about ten miles from Kuala Lumpur
and then found himself in a hospital bed with,
if I remembered rightly, a broken collar bone. The
car was found with its big headlight lamps squash98
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ed. But Dr. F r a s e r could never remember any collision
or details of his accident.
One of the first American cars imported was
a big Duryca car from the U. S. A. so powerful
t h a t its owner was said to be afraid to drive
it.
H e sold it to that then dare-devil, my old
friend the late Grant Mackie.
F o r d cars came later.
I took one of the first batch of three imported by
H . C. Zacharias. H e took one himself and his partner
D. A. A. Christie took the other. T h e price of a F o r d
car was about the same then as it is to-day. T h e lubrication system on the first F o r d s gave some trouble, but
they were wonderful cars. T h e starting of a regular mail
and passenger service from Kuala Kubu over the Gap
into P a h a n g was the first serious commercial undertaking in the motor transport line.
T h e venture was
financed
by the late Dr. Loke Yew, C.M.G., and
IT. C. Zacharias was sent home to purchase cars. H e
bought three steam Locomobile cars and some sort of
light traction engine for heavy goods. H e also secured
the services of an engineer to keep the cars in order,
t r a i n drivers etc.
If industry and enthusiasm could
have secured success, Zacharias was the man for the
job. Unfortunately in those very early days, it was the
car and not the h u m a n element which was always so
unreliable. T h e cars were always breaking down.
Zacharias and his engineer had the devil's own time and
finally the undertaking had to be given up in despair.
Later on M. Kester, the French Consular Agent in
Kuala Lumpur, started an efficient transport service
with de Dion cars driven by Frenchmen on this same
route and apparently the service paid. Kester himself
did not live long to see the modern car as we know it
to-day. H e died in Kuala L u m p u r leaving a widow but
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no children.
Aged European Fund.
The late Catherine Reyne, came to Kuala Lumpur
from Ceylon in the early eighties. She was accompanied
by her mother (Mrs. Burleigh) and her son Spencer, a
civil engineer. The mother died here at an advanced
age, as the result of a fall. Spencer died about 1915,
leaving a widow and a son (born after the father's
death). For years Catherine Reyne had been entirely
supported by her son. After his death she had practically no resources to fall back on. At the instigation
of three old residents in Kuala Lumpur, subscriptions
were collected in 1916, primarily for her relief. Several
generous donations were received and, for some time,
several members of the European community gave
monthly subscriptions. In 1918 it was decided, with the
consent of the subscribers, to create a trust to administer the monies received. The nominated Trustees
were: —
(1) Chairman of the P.A.M. and his successors in
office.
Chairman
of the Chamber of Commerce
(2)
(Selangor Branch) and his successors in office.
(3) The Agent of the Mercantile Bank of India
(Kuala Lumpur Branch) and his successors
in office.
An indenture was drawn up which defined the Fund
as the Aged European (Selangor) Fund.
The indenture provided that Catherine Reyne would
be provided for as far as funds permitted during her
life time. From the inception of the Fund up to the
time of her death (April 1930) she was in receipt of a
regular monthly allowance and, in addition, from time
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to time was given various grants to help her out of
occasional difficulties. In addition to providing for
Catherine Reyne during her life time, the Trustees made
occasional allowances to other eligible and deserving
cases.
Catherine Reyne was a fine type of woman. She
lived to the age of 88, was of pure European descent,
had only made two trips to Europe, never sat in anything but a straight-backed chair, was up at dawn and
went to bed late, was never idle, eked out her tiny income
by keeping cows and making jam, pickles, etc. and had a
remarkable memory. She loved a gossip and had a
small circle of friends who visited her regularly.
After her death, which unfortunately took place
when her oldest friend happened to be in Europe, the
Trustees of the Aged European Fund were in a position
to make substantial grants in three eligible and deserving
cases (No woman under 45 and no man under 50 is
eligible). At the present time the Fund, of which the
capital is about $16,000, has one permanent pensioner
on its books. Owing to slump conditions, the income
of the Fund has decreased of recent years and it may be
necessary to raise additional capital in the future or to
decrease the monthly payment now being made. One
member of the European community has very generously
undertaken to provide any deficit for the time being, but
it does not seem right that his generosity should be
encroached on indefinitely. A gentleman who has done
much unselfish work for the Fund is its Hon. Secretary
( D . St. L. Parsons). He has managed the Fund since
it was incorporated. And no man could have done it
better or more sympathetically. To carry on a work
of this description for seventeen years must constitute
almost a record.
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CHAPTER

THE

FEDERAL

IV.

COUNCIL.

T H E first meeting of the Federal Council was held
on 11th December, 1909. The original membership
consisted of—
Sir John Anderson, G.C.M.G.. High Commissioner.
H.H. The Sultan of Perak (Sir Idris Mersid-el
Aazam Shah, G.C.M.G.).
H.H. The Sultan of Selangor (Sulaiman Shah,
C.M.G.).

H.H. The Yang di Pertuan Besar of Negri Sembilan (Tengku Muhammad, C.M.G.).
*The Regent of Pahang (Tengku Mahmud, C.M.G.).
Sir W. T. Taylor, K.C.M.G., Resident-General.
E. W. Birch, C.M.G., Resident of Perak.
H. C. Belfield, C.M.G., Resident of Selangor.
*D. G. Campbell, Resident of Negri Sembilan.
E. L. Brockman, C.M.G., Resident of Pahang.
F. D. Osborne (Miner).
R. W. Harrison (Planter).
J. H. M. Robson.
Towkay Eu Tong Sen.
R. P. Brash.
Clerk of Council, Claud Severn.
(*Not present at first session of the Council).
Of these 14 original members and the Clerk of
Council, ten are dead. Two, Sir E. L. Brockman, K.C.M.G., and Mr. R W Harrison are residing in
England, and three, H. H. the Sultan of Selangor (Sir
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Ala'idin Sulaiman Shah, G.C.M.G.), Towkay Eu Tong Sen
and the writer are still living in Malaya.
Asking Questions.
At the second session of the Council (May 1910)
I started the practice of asking questions and had 19 on
the paper; R. W. Harrison and F. W Osborne following
with two each. One of my questions was:—"Why
hundreds of patients at the District Hospital, Kuala
Lumpur, were not supplied with mosquito curtains ?"
The answer was that mosquito curtains were supplied
in all hospitals to all fever cases and would shortly be
supplied to all patients. But I had to ask a year later
"When the Government was likely to fulfil its promise?"
before all patients were supplied with curtains.
At the October session in the same year one unofficial had 23 questions on the paper, and another was
anxious for information concerning 17 minor matters.
Among the 23 questions was : —
"Is it the intention of the Government to make Mr.
H. C. Ridges, the Protector of Chinese, retire on pension
next year? Does the Government think that Mr. Ridges
has been a most capable officer and that he is still fit for
many more years of good work?" The answer was (1)
Yes. (2) The Government is not oblivious to the good
work done by Mr. Ridges in the past.
Another question asked was : —
"What reasons induced the Government to double
the rate of freight of rubber on the Federated Malay
States Railways ?" And the answer was that the increaseed charge was to cover the risks taken by the Railway
department because of the great value of the commodity.
Owing to both officials and unofficials constantly beme on leave, the personnel of the Council changed almost
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from session to session. Sir John Anderson, the first
President, possessed a quick brain and had a dominating
personality. He saw the point of an argument almost
before the speaker had had time to enunciate it. He
was always most courteous and helpful to the unofficial
members of Council; but I once heard him tell a British
Resident to stop talking hot air ! It is interesting to
note that this particular British Resident was the only
one of those present who ultimately became the Governor
of a British Colony.
Local Head of Federal Administration.
The first indication of any change in the Federal
Administration occurred at a meeting of the Federal
Council held in October, 1910 when H. D. Griffiths, the
then manager of the Tronoh mine, asked—"Is it intended to abolish the post of Resident-General or replace it
by some other post?"—A promise was made to answer
this question when the Estimates were being considered.
Griffiths then asked:—"Will the Government recommend the promotion to that post of such one of the Civil
Servants who has long service, ability, perfect knowledge
of all local conditions and popularity"? The answer
was:—"The appointment rests with the Secretary of
State for the Colonies." When the impending change
of title from Resident-General to Chief Secretary to
Government was finally announced at the November
meeting of the Federal Council (1910) E. W. Birch, the
Resident of Perak said inter alia that "the only mistake
that was made in creating the post of Resident-General
was in the name, and I am perfectly certain that if in the
past the name given to the appointment had been that
of Chief Secretary to Government there would be no
occasion to make any change now
It was
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distinctly stated at the time (when the appointment was
made) that the position was that of primus inter pares."
The change of title was effected by Enactment early
in 1911 and Sir Arthur Young became the first of a line
of Chief Secretaries to Government. Non-Malay public
opinion was against the change, and in later years more
than one petition was sent to the Colonial Office asking
that the original title of the Chief Resident Officer of
the Federal Government might be restored. The
Colonial Office refused to entertain the idea. It was
said at the time that Sir John Anderson was jealous of
the power wielded by Sir William Taylor. What is
much more likely is that Sir John Anderson, who was an
Imperialist to his fingers tips, had visions of a United
Malaya and was intent on sowing the seeds which began
to show above ground in the time of Sir Laurence Guillemard and finally blossomed out at Sri Menanti in 1931.
When the change of title Enactment was before the
Council, H. D. Griffiths referred to persistent agitation
in certain quarters to bring about the amalgamation of
the F.M.S. and the Colony, and said that was what
people really feared. (A. Huttenbach of Penang had
once suggested something of the kind when addressing
the Legislative Council in Singapore.) The Raja Muda
of Perak took a somewhat different view and said that
the actual title of the appointment was a matter of minor
importance. What really mattered was the personality
of the officer holding the appointment. Incidentally I
may mention here that as an orator I never heard anybody in Council to compare with H. D. Griffiths. Unfortunately, owing to deafness, he was unable to take
any prominent part in a general debate.
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A Guardian of The Purse.
The establishment of a Malay States Information
Agency in London was suggested to Sir John Anderson by two of the unofficial members of the Federal
Council. The proposal met with his hearty support.
When it was announced in Council that the Colonial
Office had sanctioned the establishment of this Agency,
E. W. Birch wrote on a slip of paper "This job would
suit me" and flicked the paper across the table to Sir
William Taylor—the Resident-General. Sir William
wrote on the paper—"Nothing doing. I'd like it myself" or words to that effect and flicked the paper back
again. And it was Sir William who not very long afterwards was appointed the first Agent of the F. M. S
Government in London, where he gave years of most
valuable service before finally retiring to the south of
France, where he rebuilt an old farm house on a magnificent site at Vence and lived there till he died in 1931.
Sir William Taylor went out to Cyprus (Customs)
in 1879: was Auditor-General, Ceylon 1895: Colonial
Secretary S.S. 1901 and Resident-General, F.M.S., 1905
—1910. He had a quick wit and a ready reply for any
awkward questions asked in Council. Once when going
through the Estimates in Committee, I protested against
the expenditure of F.M.S. money on the erection of a
house for the Adviser in Trengganu. Sir William at once
replied that he was surprised I should raise such a silly
objection everybody knew that house property was
always a sound investment. 1 found out afterwards
that he himself had protested to Sir John Anderson
against this item being entered in the F.M.S. budget.
However being over-ruled, he had no option but to see
that the vote was agreed to in Committee. When at
Carcosa he was affectionately known as the lkan Kring
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—being a man of somewhat spare build. Having had
audit office experience at an earlier stage of his career,
he was always very careful about the disbursement of
public money and kept a very tight hand on the purse
strings. Later on when he was at the Agency in
Cannon Street, old John Russell happened to come across
him one day looking at the outside of the building which
had just been repainted. "Good morning, Sir," said
John, "I see you are up to your old game again, trying
to cut the poor contractor." Sir William glared at him
and no doubt made an appropriate reply; but what it was,
history does not relate.
Transfers and Discoveries.
Now that we hear so much about the need for Malay
reservations and the protection of the Malay peasantry
against themselves, it is interesting to note that in reply
to a question in Council (May 1911) it was announced
that in the eighteen months ending 31st December 1910,
no fewer than 1416 plots of land in Selangor had been
sold by Malay owners to aliens. At the October, 1911,
Council meeting H . D. Griffiths asked:—Does the
Government consider that an allowance of $5 a month,
to be continued at the discretion of the Government, is
a sufficient and adequate reward for a discovery such as
that of R a w a n g (the coalfield) and that it is an incentive
to natives and others to report new and important finds?
The Chief Secretary ( E . L. Brockman) replied:—"A
sum of $150 has been paid to the finder for his present
necessities, and he has been told that the matter will be
further considered when the value of the discovery is
more fully ascertained. The question is out of order
since it asks for an opinion which I am not prepared to
give." I never heard what final reward was given to the
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discoverer.
Of Interest in Earlier Days.
What was known as the Stubbs' salary scheme came
up for discussion in 1911. This scheme provided for
very considerable increases in the salaries to be drawn
by the younger members of the Civil Service and lesser
increases for the more senior members. It also suggested the abolition of the then existing provision by
Government of free quarters for all officials. Another
matter which was mooted from time to time was the
desirability or otherwise of spending more money on
Port Swettenham—the alternative being the creation of
a new port at Deep Water Point. Nothing came of
these discussions, and the Government continued to improve the existing port. Even in 1911 there was talk
about the scarcity of rice, high prices and the influence
of such high prices upon the cost of labour and upon
the temper of the labourer.
At the first meeting of the Council, which he attend
ed as High Commissioner, Sir Arthur Young, closed the
proceedings with the statement:—"As you have said,
we have to work together and in important matters it is
not only best for the Government, but it is right that
the Government should find out and interview the unofficial members and ask them for their views before
they take any important step."
H.M.S. Malaya.
In 1912 the Chief Secretary to Government, E. L.
Brockman, sounded their Highnesses the Rulers and the
unofficial members of Council about presenting a warship
to the British Navy. The proposal met with general
approval. Probably what most people visualized at the
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time was a destroyer or possibly a light cruiser. However, when the matter came before the Council in
November of that year, a resolution was proposed by the
Sultan of Perak that the United Kingdom should be
offered a first class armoured ship, the vessel to be constructed as soon as His Majesty's Advisers considered it
desirable. H. D. Griffiths said there was not a dissentient voice in the whole of the country and referred to a
battleship or an armoured cruiser. W. F. Nutt spoke of
a battleship. It was then explained that it was the
Sultan of Perak's wish that it should be left to the
Admiralty to decide whether the ship should be a first
class battleship or a first class armoured cruiser. The
High Commissioner (Sir Arthur Young) said he thought
the expenditure on the one would be about the same as
on the other. Anyhow the Sultan of Perak desired that
the ship should cost not less than $20 millions (over
£2,300,000). Ultimately this gift took the form of
H.M.S. Malaya, which was finished in time to take part
in the battle of Jutland. The cost of this ship was more
than $20 millions.
Chanqe of Personnel.
An interval of about ten years elapsed before I was
re-appointed to the Federal Council for a further period
of service (1921-1927). With the exception of two of
the Rulers (Selangor and Negri Sembilan) the personnel
was entirely different in 1921 from what it had been in
1909. Sir Laurence Guillemard was High Commissioner and W. G. Maxwell had become Chief Secretary to
Government.
The Residents, substantive or acting,
were : —
Perak : O. F. Stonor.
Selangor: Oliver Marks.
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N. Sembilan : Valentine Hill.
Pahang : Major C. W. C. Parr.
There were also two additional official members, the
Legal Adviser (W. S. Gibson) and the Federal Treasurer (F. A. S. McClelland). The unofficial members were
A. N. Kenion, R. C. M. Kindersley, R. P. Brash, W.
Duncan, J. H. M. Robson and Choo Kia Peng.
By this time members of Council had been granted
the courtesy title of Hon'ble. Appointments of unofficial members to the Federal Council are nominally made
by His Majesty, the King. A. N. Kenion will always
rank as one of the best of the many unofficial members
who have sacrificed their private interests to give ungrudging and unpaid for service to the State. A witty
and fearless critic of the Government, lacking any sort
of personal ambition and being transparently honest,
Kenion was a tower of strength to his colleagues and
probably at times a thorn in the side of Authority. It
has always been regretted by his many friends that no
official recognition of his valuable services was forthcoming at the end of his nine years' term of office as a
member of the Federal Council. One of the few occasions on which I think Kenion's judgment was at fault
was when in 1921 he protested against a proposed
Government scheme for a public power supply. F.
Bolton, then Government Electrical Adviser, was mainly
responsible for the scheme. Kenion argued that it would
be wiser to grant out concessions on generous lines and
leave undertakings of this sort to private enterprise,
rather than invest public money in what after all would
be a bit of a gamble. Later history tells us that public
money invested in electrical undertakings by the Government in Selangor has secured a good return, whereas
private enterprise in Perak, even when assisted bv
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Government, has not so far at least been a success from
the financial point of view.
Rice Shortage.
In December, 1921, in answer to a question by Choo
Kia Peng, the Government announced that it was "Keenly
alive to the importance of encouraging the production
of rice in this country". At the time this statement was
made the Government had had the very expensive experience of a joint rice control scheme undertaken by the
Colonial, F.M.S. and Johore Governments when there
was a shortage of available rice supplies. The loss on
the scheme had run into millions of dollars. Owing to
its investments in tin, the F.M.S. Government had not
been able at the time to contribute its share of the money
required to finance the undertaking. When it came to a
final settling up of accounts, it was found that the F.M.S.
owed the Colony many millions. No wonder the F.M.S.
Government was keenly alive to the importance of encouraging local rice cultivation. However the keenness
seems to have evaporated to some extent and very little
was heard about local production of food supplies during
the prosperous years until the present great world slump.
In 1924, the Chief Secretary (Sir George Maxwell), in
answer to a question by R. C. M. Kindersley, announced
that action was being taken in Selangor with a view to
rendering available for wet padi cultivation the large
area of unoccupied land which lies between the Selangor
and Bernam Rivers. [This scheme is now at last (1934)
making steady progress] For years A. S. Haynes was
one of the very few officials who showed any particular
interest in rice production. At long last (1933) his
consistent advocacy of a definite policy to encourage the
opening up of new padi areas met with the active support
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of Government.
The Rice Mills.
It must also be recorded that Sir George Maxwell
was mainly responsible for starting Government Rice
Mills which proved to be of great assistance to many
Malays already engaged in the cultivation of padi, and
no doubt also acted as an incentive to potential padi
cultivators in certain areas. Sir George outlined what
had been accomplished when addressing the Council in
November 1924. He said : —
"In 1917, when the food problem of Malaya was
becoming acute, a Committee was appointed to report
and advise the Government upon the best means of increasing the production of rice and other food stuffs in
British Malaya. Mr. Kindersley and I were members of
that Committee, and I am proud to think that it was on
my proposal that the Committee unanimously recommended the establishment of Government rice mills. The specific recommendation was that in the first instance a rice
mill should be established in Kedah, another in Province
Wellesley and a third in the Krian district of Perak.
"The Government of the Federated Malay States
approved the recommendation so far as the Krian mill
was concerned. Sir Edward Brockman expressed his
views upon the subject in a minute of which I give the
following extract:
The main idea is not to reduce the price of rice, but
to ensure that the producer will get a fair price for
his padi. I do not believe that the undertaking will
be a great commercial success, for I think that rice
can be grown elsewhere and be sold in this country
more cheaply than it can be grown here. I do not
look upon this as a commercial undertaking:, but
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purely as a means of stimulating the production of
rice and, perhaps, of controlling the price of rice.
If these objects are kept in view, I think that we
should not try to shew profits but merely pay expenses, and if we do that I should regard the undertaking as a success.'
"The result was that a Government rice mill was
established at Bagan Serai and has been operating for
some years past. The capital account of that mill now
is $302,000. The profit that it made in the year 1921
was $108,000; in 1922, it made only $4,000; in 1923 it
made a profit of $63,000, and, in addition to those profits,
it has written off for depreciation $165,000. I shall refer later to the feeling of apprehension that I have in
regard to these very large profits.
"In March, 1921, there came a fall in the price of
rice. The Governments of the Straits Settlements and
of the Federated Malay States had given a guarantee
of a minimum price of 13 cents a gantang to the padi
planters of Krian, Province Wellesley and Penang.
W h e n the price of rice fell, Government was placed in
the very gravest difficulties connected with its guarantee,
and we were unable to come to any arrangement with
the Chinese millers in Penang and Province Wellesley.
The Bagan Serai mill was unable to cope with the position, and the result was that the Government had to
requisition a mill at Kuala Kurau. That was requisitioned on behalf of the Government of the Straits
Settlements in connection with their guarantee in the
Colony and the Government of the Federated Malay
States in connection with its guarantee here. T h a t requisition was made under the provisions of the Food
Control Regulations of 1918.
"The requisition was made in April; and in May
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we had an offer from the late Mr. Heah Swee Lee, the
owner of one-half share in the mill, to sell his half-share
to the Government for $180,000. The offer was considered one advantageous to the Government, and the
Government accepted it.
"In August last, the Estate of the late Towkay
Leong Eee, the owner of the other half of the mill,
agreed to sell its half interest to the Government for
$115,000, and the Government closed with the offer. In
addition to that sum, we have to pay to the vendor a sum
of $8,960, for spares and machinery at the mill.
"The position now is that Government owns two
mills. Both are under the same management.
We
have, in Mr. A., K. Keymer, a most efficient manager,
and we have a very keen and zealous Board of Directors
who will have control of both mills.
"I feel confident that this mill will be a great success.
I only hope that it will not aim at making too much of
a profit. 1 think that, if possible, the mill should try
and aim at making a profit of not more than 5 per cent,
on its capital, and should, if possible, try and make its
profits out of the milling costs. From the figures that
1 have given you, you will see that profits must have been
the result of the price of rice having risen after the padi
had been bought. That, of course, is a matter that is
intimately connected, with rice milling.
"The establishment of these two Government mills
in Krian is, I am confident, of the greatest benefit to
the problem of rice production in this country. It will
benefit not only the rice growers of Krian, but our mill at
Kuala Kurau will be in a position to attract padi grown
in Province Wellesley, which will come in by tongkang.
Our Bagan Serai mill is on the railway and will be able
to attract padi from Kedah.
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" T h e purchase of this mill is of great advantage to
the Government, because, if ever another crisis connected
with rice came about and if ever we had to offer any
guarantee, we should have these two mills upon which we
could rely to enable us to carry out our guarantee.
"But when I have said all that, I still must confess
that there are grave objections to Government mills.
W h a t we have done is, I think, inevitable, and I am fully
persuaded that it has been the best thing in the circumstances. W h a t I should like to see would be some day
the padi planters of K r i a n coming forward and offering
to buy that mill. W e could then have a limited liablity
company of which the membership would be confined only
to persons who actually owned padi plantations in the
Krian district. But that will take some time to come
about, and before that can be achieved we must have more
highly developed amongst the padi planters of Krian
the idea and the spirit of co-operation. They are
moving in that direction, and I think that if we hold out
to them the hope that some day they may own these two
mills, we shall have gone very far towards helping them
in the problem of rice production."
Servant Registration.
In December 1921 an attempt was made by two
European unofficial members to get a Registration of
Domestic Servants Enactment passed by the Council.
T h e Sultan of Perak and Choo Kia Peng spoke against
the Bill. Nor would the Government support the measure. R e s u l t : Bill defeated by 14 votes to 2.
It is doubtful if this decision can be regarded as
final. The need of some such Enactment has been voiced
more than once during the past twelve years. A Registration Enactment, whether providing for compulsory or
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voluntary registration, would serve the interests of both
employers and servants. I have never heard any complaint about the registration system already in force for
car drivers.
A Man of Vision.
In 1921-1922 there was great activity in the spending of very large sums of money on construction work
by the Railway Department—more particularly in connection with the Kelantan line, the Prai Wharves scheme
and the Johore Causeway. These calls on the Federal
Treasury brought P. A. Anthony, the head of the Railway Department, into conflict with the Council concerning over-expenditure of sanctioned provision. This led
to the appointment of the Shelley Committee consequent
on the refusal of the unofficial members to pass a
railway vote.
I doubt if Anthony was unduly
concerned about his relations with the Council or
anybody else, except possibly the High Commissioner.
He had big ideas and apparently looked to a somewhat distant future, rather than to the immediate
necessities of the day. He had worked at the Ministry of
Munitions for some time during the War, had been given
a C.M.G. in 1918 and may have been somewhat impatient
of red tape. At the eleventh hour (1924) it was discovered that the Prai Wharves scheme was likely to be a fiasco.
Anthony cannot be held responsible for the failure of
the scheme, but the failure was of such magnitude that
an irritated public became suspicious of everybody connected with what appeared to be an abortive expenditure
of a huge sum of public money. Anyhow at the time
Anthony's star was certainly not in the ascendant. Like
most live wires, Anthony probably made mistakes which
justified criticism, but he was undoubtedly a first class
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man at his job and will rank as one of the principal
creators of the F.M.S. railway system.
Once during
his service in Malaya he was sent to report on an Australian railway and after his retirement in 1925 he was
sent to report on the Palestine Railway.
To strike a lighter note for a moment, it may be
recorded that when through railway communication
was established between Bukit Mertajam and Bangkok,
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony invited three or four friends,
including H. N. Ferrers, Mrs. Nutt, Dr. Crago and
myself, to make the trip on the first train to go through.
No travelling was done at night and one of the stoppingplaces was Hua Hin—now a popular sea-side resort.
Some of the party, including Mrs. Nutt, thought they
would like to have an early morning bathe in the sea.
Mrs. Nutt had no bathing costume, so I provided her
with a new suit of red and white striped pyjamas.
This was before the days of pyjamas as ordinary wear
for ladies at the sea-side. However the costume certainly suited Mrs. Nutt and all would have been well,
but for the unfortunate fact that she forgot to remove
her wrist watch before entering the water.
A Memorable Meeting.
The Council Meeting held on the 19th and 20th
of June, 1922, was remarkable in more ways than one.
The late Sir (then Mr.) Frederick Seton James, High
Commissioner during the absence of Sir Laurence
Guillemard, was in the Chair. When it came to the
adjournment speeches A. N. Kenion declared that rubber restriction was the burning question of the day
and for the first time some of the unofficial members
spoke very freely and frankly on this subject. There
was no voice against the principle of restriction, which
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A. N. Kenion and R. C. M. Kindersley had advocated
as early as 1918 and the late W. Duncan in 1920. I
dealt at some length on the advisability of a decentralisation policy—a subject which had not hitherto been
talked about in Council. R. C. M. Kindersley, well
named "Honest Ronnie," spoke with some feeling about
the inferior position assigned to the Chief Secretary
to Government during the visit of the Prince of Wales
and also on the subject of rubber restriction. Choo Kia
Peng also spoke on the subject of the Prince of Wales'
visit. The Chief Secretary (W. G. Maxwell) said he
entirely agreed with everything I had said about
decentralisation. It was the thing at which the Government was aiming and on which it was still conferring
with the Residents. It was a thing much to be desired
and especially much to be desired in respect of greater
powers being given to the State Councils.
Certainly
neither Maxwell nor I dreamt for one moment that a
decentralisation policy need or would involve the abolition of the appointment of Chief Secretary to Government.
Speaking later, the High Commissioner said that
he was very glad that I had raised the question
of decentralisation.
He said that from the very
beginning Sir Laurence Guillemard wished to decentralise. Sir Laurence had addressed both the Colonial
Secretary S.S. and the Chief Secretary to Government,
F.M.S. to that effect and asked them to see what they
could do to decentralise all the way down.
"When,"
added the High Commissioner, "I was acting Chief
Secretary here for a short time 1 came here with
that idea impressed on my mind and I was instrumental
in doing away with the Secretary to the High Commissioner
.That officer did interpose between the
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Chief Secretary and the High Commissioner."
[To say that the present High Commissioner
(Sir Cecil Clementi) started a new policy in his famous
Sri Menanti Address in 1931 is absurd. Leaving aside
certain controversial issues incidental to the form of
decentralisation as advocated both by Sir Laurence
Guillemard and Sir Cecil Clementi, there can be no doubt
that the latter inherited a decentralisation policy when
he assumed office as High Commissioner. And, what
is even more important, that inherited policy in one form
or another was always understood to be the Colonial
Office policy in regard to the constitutional development
of the Malay States.]
Fireworks.
The dramatic climax of the meeting (June, 1922)
started when the President announced that he had
listened with interest to the speeches and also with
surprise and regret. In order to understand what
followed it may be as well to explain for the benefit of
people who were not in the country at the time that,
throughout the visit of the Prince of Wales, the position
assigned to the Chief Secretary to Government
(W. G. Maxwell) on various ceremonial occasions had
been unmistakably invidious. A. N. Kenion put it
mildly when he said :—"Perhaps the position assigned
to the Chief Secretary was a little unfortunate, because
rightly or wrongly, the public took that as an outward
and visible sign that the High Commissioner assumed
dc facto responsibility as Chief Administrator of the
Federated Malay States." Feeling certainly ran high
at the time. What annoyed the public more than anything else was that when his Royal Highness and
His Excellency, with A.D.C.s in attendance, sat on a
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dais which had been erected on the Padang for ceremonial presentation of Addresses, the Chief Secretary
had to sit among the judges and unofficial members of
Council, who had been provided with seating accommodation behind the dais. R. C. M. Kindersley, whilst
expressing regret (in his speech on the adjournment)
that he had to make remarks in the absence of Sir
Laurence Guillemard, described the inferior position
assigned to the Chief Secretary as having been a slight
to that officer. Choo Kia Peng commented adversely
on the insufficient prominence given to the Rulers during
the Prince of Wales' visit.
These criticisms brought forth a vigorous and
somewhat dramatic defence of the absent High Commissioner by Sir (then Mr.) Frederick James.
He
indignantly denied—and there was no doubt about the
indignation—on behalf of Sir Laurence Guillemard "the
statement which Mr. Choo Kia Peng had been good
enough to make." Then he accused R. C. M. Kindersley
of making wild statements in the absence of Sir Laurence
and appealed to the Rulers not to be influenced by what
the unofficial members had just said until they had
heard Sir Laurence's reply to such criticisms.
Compared with what is often said in the House of Commons,
there was really nothing in the words actually used by
the High Commissioner to create even a mild sensation.
In a Council where hitherto no manifestation
of passion had ever been heard, the effect produced was
one of startled surprise.
Addressing the Council on his return from leave
later in the year, Sir Laurence said that he was sorry
that the subject of the Prince of Wales' visit should
have been discussed in his absence and regretted that
expressions used in the heat of the moment had been
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such as to cause offence.
There is no doubt that the position assigned to the
Chief Secretary to Government F.M.S. during the
Prince of Wales' visit fanned the flame of a simmering
official antagonism between that officer and the High
Commissioner (Sir Laurence Guillemard).
This was
extremely unfortunate because both men were deeply
imbued with sentiments of devotion to the best interests
of Malaya and could have done so much more for the
benefit of the country if their official relationship had
been of a happier nature and conducive to co-operative
effort.
A Sea Belle Meeting.
1922 was notable in Council history for a meeting
which took place on the Sea Belle between the unofficial
members of the Legislative Council S.S. and the
unofficial members of the Federal Council F.M.S. to
discuss informally matters of general interest to both
territories. It was a most successful meeting; but it
did not meet with the approval of one of the Singapore
papers which apparently regarded us as conspirators
working in the dark.
Rubber Restriction.
The tabloid history of events which led up to the
introduction of the Export of Rubber (Restriction) Bill
at a Council Meeting held on 24th October, 1922 is as
follows:—In 1920 the Rubber Growers' Association
appealed for voluntary restriction.
Towards the end
of the same year the local Government was prepared
to consider compulsory restriction by legislation if there
was any unanimous demand for such a measure. Then
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the Duncan Committee was appointed and drew up a
scheme which was forwarded to the Secretary of State.
After a delay of some months, the Secretary of State,
acting on the advice of senior high officials in Malaya
both present and past, and having been kept informed
of the views held by representatives of the rubber
industry, decided (1921) that he could not allow compulsory restriction. Nothing daunted, a deputation from
the Duncan Committee was appointed to visit Java and
the Rubber Growers' Association at home put forward
a scheme of their own. The next step was the appointment by the Secretary of State in October 1921 of the
Stevenson Committee.
In May 1922 certain local
bodies and individuals sent private cables home to the
Colonial Office and in October 1922 instructions were
sent out to Malaya by the Colonial Office that a measure
of restriction, based on the findings of the Stevenson
Committee, should be adopted. Hence the introduction
of the Export of Rubber (Restriction) Bill which
became Enactment 19 of 1922. When introducing the
Bill, the Chief Secretary (W. G. Maxwell) told the
Council that disaster could only be averted by means
of Government intervention. The Government had
been compelled to intervene because of the inability of
the rubber industry to organize itself.
The Government realized that the difficulties which faced the industry really overwhelmed it to such an extent that it could
not combine to face those difficulties. But that, he
submitted, was no reason why the industry should, after
the present crisis was passed, again come to the Government when in difficulties and again ask for the assistance
of Government. There was no adverse criticism of the
main principles of the Bill, which met with the
unanimous approval of the Council.
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[The Government had a direct interest in the
introduction of "restriction." Government intervention
was not a philanthropic effort to relieve distress among
a lot of people who were too stupid to help themselves.
Then, as now, "restriction" was a national matter, and,
as such, could be dealt with only by the Governments
of the producing countries.]
Attack and Counter Attack.
Another stage in Sir Laurence Guillemard's stormy
career as High Commissioner was reached in November
1922 when he was accused in Council by A. N. Kenion
of criticising a former Chief Secretary (Sir E. L. Brockman). Kenion said that he did not want to be personal,
nor was he there to defend such an able and capable
man as Sir Edward Brockman. And thereupon proceeded to attack the High Commissioner by chapter and
verse. It was certainly a very spirited and outspoken
onset, the gist of which appears in the following extracts
from Sir Laurence Guillemard's reply : —
"Mr. Kenion says that I got into a mess, that I
shirked responsibility and that I laid blame on another
person
But Mr. Kenion went on to make a
further point. He said that if a High Commissioner acts
on bad advice, the responsibility is his and he has no
right to blame his advisers. Now speaking generally
that is a salutary and true principle; but like all principles
in this work-a-day world it has its limitations
I doubt whether Mr. Kenion really recognises the
difficulties which I, as a new High Commissioner
arriving in Malaya, had to deal with
I came
out to Malaya knowing nothing whatever of the details
of the finances. I had as soon as possible to learn all
I could about the administration and finances of the
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Colony, of the Federated Malay States and of the
Unfederated Malay States.
As far as the Federated
Malay States are concerned
I had to look to the
Chief Secretary alone for satisfactory advice, and I did
not get it
I did not get from the Chief Secretary full or correct information even when I asked for
it. The only piece of considered advice on finance which
he gave me was a minute, written on the eve of his
departure
A minute in which he stated that
he was entirely in favour of the Federated Malay States
raising a general purposes loan when a favourable
opportunity offers
I assume that the Chief
Secretary had consulted the Treasury before writing
his minute on the eve of his departure (Yet) a fortnight
later
the Treasury minute was to the effect that
a loan at that time (July 1920) was not justifiable or
likely to be successful and it was hard to see why the
Federated Malay States should borrow at a high rate
of interest with actual revenue exceeding actual expenditure and with large surplus funds."
After Kenion retired at the end of his nine years'
service on the Council, the following official tributes were
paid to him in his absence.
The Chief Secretary to Government (W. G. Maxwell) s a i d : — " I would like to associate myself with
what has been said by the unofficial members of this
Council in regard to the services rendered by Mr. Kenion
during the long time he served as a member of the
Federal Council. I think that I can say that the Government always felt stronger when they knew that they
had Mr. Kenion on their side and that they always felt
that they had need of all their strength when they knew
that he was against them. Mr. Kenion often jested in
this Council; but I think he did so in order to relieve
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our somewhat portentous solemnity and because he felt
that it was good for us. But whatever he did, throughout he worked his very hardest and he gave this country
of his best."
The High Commissioner (Sir Laurence Guillemard), was equally appreciative in the following
words :—" I wish to add my voice to the chorus of
regret at Mr. Kenion's retirement. We are fortunate
in having had, and still having, on this Council a succession of men who, when they retire, will leave behind
them a fine record of service done to the State. But, in
addition to this public record, such men will leave in
each case, when they retire, what one may call a personal
memory; and, in Mr. Kenion's case, that memory will
be very personal and very vivid. He brought to our
debates a breeziness, which was very refreshing, and
an element of unexpectedness which served to keep
official members awake and alert: and with the breeziness and the unexpectedness were combined humour,
good sense, a power of acute criticism and the rare gift
of a personality which enabled him to express his
criticisms, however trenchant, in a manner which disarmed resentment."
The Kelantan Railway.
In view of what proved to be a costly entanglement of the F.M.S. with Kelantan and its railway
affairs it may be recorded here that in January 1923
I asked the following question in Council: —
Has the Government ever given any definite pledge
to the Government of Kelantan in regard to railway
construction in that State, and, if so by whom was that
pledge given and what were the terms thereof?
Written reply : No pledge has been given.
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Two months later (1923) A. N. Kenion, addressing
the Council, said inter alia : —
" If it was a British official who advised the Sultan
(of Kelantan) to enter into an agreement with the Duff
Company to build a railway within a specified time, it
is of the utmost importance to the people and to the
officials of the Federated Malay States that they should
know whether such agreement was seen and approved
by the Federated Malay States Government: in other
words whether we have any moral responsibility in the
matter, because if the Federated Malay States Government did not authorise such advice, then it is for the
Imperial Government to see that the good name of
Kelantan is not dragged in the mud for any advice given
to it by a British Official."
The High Commissioner's Annual Address presented to the council (in his absence) at the 1926 December
meeting contained the following passages : —
" The outstanding feature of the period under
review was the gift of two million pounds sterling
towards the cost of the Naval Base at Singapore, a fresh
proof, if any were needed, of the loyalty and wide
imperial outlook which permeate the territories under
Your Highnesses' rule."
" This year has seen the final settlement of the
long dispute between the Duff Development Company
and the State of Kelantan—a settlement made possible
by the writing off by the Federated Malay States of
the loan of £300,000, and the repayment of the interest
paid thereon and the loan by the Colony to Kelantan of
the funds necessary to enable her to pay the award and
costs of the litigation. This sum of £300,000 was the
amount paid to the Duff Development Company for
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the purpose of acquiring from the Company certain
rights, the acquisition of which was necessary for the
development of the F.M.S. Railways in accordance with
the Anglo- Siamese Agreement. The actual payment had
to be made by Kelantan, but though she might hope in
the future to benefit from the construction of the line,
she was clearly not the party primarily interested : she
would not have contemplated its construction on her own
account, or been in a position to find the money required.
It seems therefore only just that the Federated Malay
States, as the party primarily interested, should pay.
The settlement of this matter was an indication of the
spirit of mutual co-operation and goodwill between the
different administrations in Malaya which has steadily
increased of late years."
[The East Coast railway was and still is a development line. The Federated Malay States which provided
funds for the construction of the line had no interest
in the development of Kelantan. It was no part of the
duty of the Chief Secretary to Government, F.M.S.,
to instruct the General Manager of the Railway Department as to how and where the line through Kelantan
was to be made. The Chief Secretary had no jurisdiction in Kelantan. The British Adviser on the spot and
the High Commissioner in Singapore were the responsible officials. At the end of the litigation with the Duff
Development Company, the State of Kelantan had no
money, either to pay the heavy damages secured by the
Duff Development Company or to pay back the millions
of dollars advanced by the Federated Malay States at
the instigation of the High Commissioner. Kelantan
had to be saved and it was really the duty of the
Imperial Government to provide the funds necessary
for that purpose.
Naturally the Colonial Office was
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not anxious to have the matter discussed in the House
of Commons and looked to the then High Commissioner
in Malaya to raise the necessary funds locally. He did
this by inducing the Federal Council, F.M.S., to write off
the millions of F.M.S. money advanced to Kelantan
and by inducing the Legislative Council, S.S., to lend
Kelantan some millions of dollars, free of interest for
five years.]
The Chief Secretary.
At the Council meeting held in March, 1923, I
raised certain issues of policy in regard to the Administration and referred to the position of the Chief Secretary in the following words : —
" Has the Government made up its mind about
the future position of the Agricultural Department, the
Customs Department and the Post and Telegraph
Department? There is a feeling—the Government
knows it as well as I do—among many people that
these departments ought to be Peninsular Departments;
but as far as I know, no steps have been taken. The
first two could be managed by Boards of Control. I
should have no objection to having the PostmasterGeneral, as the man who runs the Post and Telegraph
Department, in the Colony. I should not consider that
as in any way encroaching on our rights up here, as
we should take that as a service rendered to us by the
Imperial Government. The Agricultural Department
and the Customs Department are in a different category.
May I make a somewhat personal remark, without being offensive, about our present Chief Secretary.
He is a man of most wonderful mental vitality and
tremendous greed for work, and no doubt he is doing
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at the present time far more than any other person in
his appointment either could do or would do. But we
are not always going to get people who are such gluttons
for work and the time may well come when the Chief
Secretary's duties must be decentralised to a certain
extent; and I think if these recent Railway and Public
Works Department investigations have shown us anything, they have shown us the need of having a senior,
fully qualified officer of the Civil Service with the time
to devote to making a special study of those two departments. And that man ought to have the responsibility
attaching to the importance of his job."
In reply the Chief Secretary, (W. G. Maxwell) said
inter alia : —
"A very large and difficult subject was raised by
Mr. Robson in regard to the administration system of
the Federated Malay States. The declared policy is
that of decentralisation; and that policy is being put
into effect with the utmost expedition compatible with
caution. It is not a matter in which one can move
quickly; the greatest care has to be taken to unravel
knots.
Unless one is careful, one is in danger of
breaking things. The relations of the Heads of Federal
Departments with the British Residents are laid down
in Appendix D of the General Orders.
I gave that
matter my own personal attention for many months,
and worked hard at it, taking up the question of each
department separately; and eventually, after a meeting,
at which His Excellency presided, of Their Highnesses
the Rulers, the Residents and myself, it was decided
to ask Mr. Hose to preside over a Committee to deal
with the re-casting of Appendix D. That, I know, is
receiving" his most careful consideration, and occupies
a very considerable part of his time,
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" W i t h that policy of decentralisation, a policy of
extreme centralisation, such as that suggested by Mr.
Robson in respect of 'Peninsular' appointments, would
perhaps not work well. I do not think that with decentralisation, with Their Highnesses' State Councils and
British Residents, we could have a number of highly paid
officials who would be, by virtue of their position, independent of the Chief Secretary to Government in the
Federated Malay States, of the Colonial Secretary in the
Straits Settlements, and of the Advisers and State Councils in the Unfederated States. I think that we should
arrive at a position, which is one of the many causes of
our present difficulty of administration."
It will be noticed that the remarks of an unofficial
member gave the then Chief Secretary an opportunity
of criticising proposals, which were ultimately dealt
with, one way or another, in the Sri Menanti declaration
of policy made eight years later.
Sympathy with Japan.
The Financial Adviser (A. M. Pountney) addressing the Council in November 1923 said : — " I move that
this Council approves the special provision of $50,000 as
a donation for the relief of sufferers from the recent
earthquake in Japan.
"World-wide expressions of sympathy with the
Government of Japan were evoked by the disaster which
befell that country early in September last. In common
with many other countries, this country accompanied
its expressions of sympathy with material help towards
relief measures. I trust that all honourable members
of this Council will warmly support this motion, to which
effect was given on the 18th September by the despatch
of the $50,000 to His Majesty's Ambassador at Tokyo
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to use in his full discretion. As was announced in the
Press shortly afterwards, His Majesty's Ambassador
decided to allocate $10,000 out of our $50,000 towards
the relief of distressed British people in Japan who had
suffered from the earthquake." The motion was agreed
to.
Firsi Signs of Opposition.
A note of criticism about the amalgamation of
Federal and Colonial Departments was first voiced in
Council by D. H. Hampshire, in May 1924, when he
said:—
"I do not know whether the Government
have changed their policy in regard to the question c(
decentralisation at the present moment. I think Mr.
Robson brought up the question about July, 1922, and
His Excellency the High Commissioner, at the Council
meeting of November, 1922, stated that that was having
his consideration and that a Committee was about to be
appointed. That Committee was appointed and has issued a report. At a meeting of the Legislative Council
of the Straits Settlements, at which the Governor was
present, Mr. Lowther Kemp asked the following question :
Whether Government has under consideration the question of the amalgamation of the
administrations of the Post Offices of the
Straits Settlements and the Federated Malay
States, and if so whether any progress has yet
been made with regard thereto?',
"And the answer by the Colonial Secretary was as
follows :
'This Government has nominated two representatives to form a Committee with two
members representing the Federated Malay
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States Government and the Secretary to the
High Commissioner to investigate this question
and is at present in consultation with the Federated Malay States Government.'
"It seems that at one moment the Government is
all for decentralisation and at the next for amalgamation.
"There have been many rumours of various departments that are about to be amalgamated with the Straits
Settlements. Some two years ago the Police Force was
mentioned and it has been mentioned again quite recently. Well, I do not see that any advantage is to be gain
ed by amalgamation of that Force. It simply means, in
the first instance, that the officers who have been appointed as police cadets here will lose possible chances of
promotion to the highest billet available. Later on, I
think, if one of these supermen is appointed to supervise
both Forces, that in a very short time he will find he has
got more work than he can do and the billet of Commissioner of Police or its equivalent will be reinstated. So
that this country will not save. It certainly will not be
economical, and I doubt very much whether it will be
efficient. We have had these supermen before. There
was one appointed to the Medical Department and I
think the only result was a very valuable report. If one
judges by the salary and emoluments, it must have been.
"I do not see any reason why this country should not
co-operate in every way with the Straits Settlements by
more conferences between the Pleads of Departments of
these States and the Heads of Departments of the Straits
Settlements. At the time of the Retrenchment
Commission, I advocated more conferences between the
Residents and their State Officers and the Federal Heads
of Departments and their officers, and I think that more
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co-operation and more conferences between the Heads of
Departments here and the Straits Settlements would
meet the case and would probably help much more than
any question of amalgamation of which I doubt very
much both the efficiency and the economy."
Combination :

Co-operation :

Consultation.

At a later meeting (November 1924) I followed up
D. H. Hampshire's remarks on amalgamation and put
forward the following views : —
"Except for a little head-shaking on the part of
Treasury officials, I think the blessed word "decentralisation" now passes for good current coin in this country.
The same cannot be said for the word "amalgamation."
That word has still few friends in the Federated Malay
States. I do not see why we ever used it at all; it only
tends to create a wrong impression. I venture to suggest that with decentralisation in full practice, the superstructure of a political system suitable for all British
Malaya can be built up on a foundation of 3 C's, combination, co-operation and consultation. The dictionary
definition of "combination" is a union of persons or of
things. How does this apply elsewhere? In South
Africa, independent States have not amalgamated, but
they have combined in their mutual interests to establish
a Customs Union. I think we can do the same thing
in Malaya. A Railway Union exists now in fact, if not
in name. The parties to the Union are the Federated
Malay States and the State of Johore, although, strange
to say, there is no representative of Johore on the Railway Advisory Board. We hope later on the Colony may
come into this Union, say by helping Johore to develop
further railway extensions. The only connection the
Colony has with this Union at the present time is that
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two gentlemen from the Colony sit on the Railway Advisory Board, and, therefore, have something to say about
the management of our railway.
"There is the beginning of a Customs Union already. I think that that Union might be extended. Our
preventive fleet is working in the interests of other
States, and if any change is deemed to be necessary in
the Posts and Telegraphs services of this country, I
think a Postal Union under unified control is indicated.
In neither case is there any question affecting the independence or sovereign rights of any particular State.
If several business men joined together to form a syndicate to carry out some special business or work, the
mere fact that those individuals formed part of a syndicate would not give them any right to interfere in the
general business of their friends; and because you cannot
get everybody to come into a combination or union at
the same time, I do not think that that is any reason
why you should delay in starting your union or combination amongst those people who are willing to come in at
the moment.
"I am in favour of this combination as regards the
Railways, the Customs and the Posts and Telegraphs,
but for no other department of the Government Service.
"For ordinary administrative work I believe in cooperation. The Straits Settlements, the Federated
Malay States and the Unfederated Malay States already
do co-operate in much useful work. Because Johore
avails itself of, and contributes towards the cost of, the
Federated Malay States Agricultural Department, the
Federated Malay States Registry of Criminals, the
Quarantine Station at Port Swettenham, and our coast
preventive fleet, Johore does not, I am quite sure, feel
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that its independence or sovereign right is in any way
affected; and in the same way, I am quite sure thai:
Kedah does not feel itself subservient to the Federated
Malay States when it avails itself of the officers of the
Federated Malay States Labour Department to assist
in solving the problems of its Indian labour.
A system of combination in a few cases, of co-operation
in many cases and of consultation in every case where it
is likely to be useful, will, I think, meet the needs of
Malaya for some very considerable time to come."
When closing the meeting, the High Commissioner
(Sir Laurence Guillemard) expressed his interest in what
had been said on "by far the most important problem
which those responsible for the administration of Malaya
had to deal with." (Hear, hear, said the Chief Secretary.)
The Guillemard Policy :

first Statement.

In his address to the Council in November 1924,
the High Commissioner (Sir Laurence Guillemard)
made the following reference to decentralisation: —
"The policy of decentralisation which the Government has adopted is being carried out. Progress must
necessarily be slow because it is essential to avoid the
mistakes which might accompany over-hasty demolition
of existing practice. It is easy to destroy and difficult to
build. In this connection I should like to correct a confusion of thought on this subject which I have noticed in
some quarters. An extension of co-ordination is not, as
some appear to think, antagonistic to decentralisation,
but if properly carried out, it is favourable to it. The
advisory control exercised, for example, by the Controller of Labour in the Federated Malay States, the Straits
Settlements, and the Unfederated Malay States, is not
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only compatible with decentralisation, but is almost a
sine qua non, of effective decentralisation in executive
detail. It is our policy to encourage the State Councils
to take an increased interest and share in the Administration, and we are prepared to support such further
measures as experience may prove to be necessary in order to make that share and that interest real and effective."
Position of Unofficial Members.
I never had the pleasure of serving on the Council
with Eric Macfadyen, but I believe that he spoke on at
least one occasion about the status and duty of the unofficial members. In my time we were never quite certain what was (a) the Government's attitude towards us,
apart from a personal courtesy to individual members :
and (b) what the public expected of us. This led me to
state our position as I saw it (1924) in open Council : - "For some time there has been, or I may say there
was, an opinion that the functions of the unofficial
members of the Federal Council were to advise the
Government. We ourselves have never accepted that at
any time. (Hear, hear.) We believe that our proper
function is to criticise the Government. Some of that
criticism is destructive, and some of it is of the more
helpful, constructive kind. Beyond criticising, we have
no power and no responsibility. But as members of the
Finance Committee our position would appear to undergo a change. With the exception of the Financial
Adviser, whose advice we always receive with very great
respect (or in his absence the Federated Malay States
Treasurer), this Committee consists entirely of the unofficial members of Council. This Finance Committee is
asked to sanction practically all the expenditure during
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the year which is not provided for in the Supply Bill.
It also discusses the main totals of the Supply Bill itself,
before it comes before this Council. We therefore, of
necessity, find ourselves, at least to some extent, in the
position of taking part in the administration of the
country, because the wisdom or need of spending extra
money must often depend on the view that we take of
the proposals put forward by the Administration. As a
matter of fact, we do discuss these proposals very often
at great length.
"I think that this places us unofficials in a somewhat
invidious position. I would prefer—and I believe that
some of my colleagues at least agree with me—that all
new expenditure, exceeding individual items of $10,000,
should be brought forward by the Financial Adviser, or
by the Chief Secretary, in open Council. This might
hang up a particular scheme for a month or two, but I
do not know that that would be altogether a bad thing,
when we remember that the amount of Supplementary
Votes in a single year sometimes runs into millions of
dollars. This year, take up to the end of October, the
Supplementary Votes which the Finance Committee were
asked to sanction exceeded $2 millions—a very large
sum indeed. I would rather be in a position to criticise
Government proposals for spending large sums of money
here in open Council than discuss them in Finance
Committee, behind closed doors.
"If we have these proposals brought before this
Council, we are at liberty to express our opinions on the
whole or part of any particular scheme; and, so long as
there is an official majority in this Council, I do not
see that we improve our position in the least bit by being
anything more than free and independent critics of the
Government.
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"The only alternative to the suggestion would
to be an Executive Council, such as I understand exists
in the Colony."
[I do not know that the position is any clearer
to-day than it was then.]
Prai Scheme Fiasco.
The all absorbing Council topics in 1925 were (i)
the Prai Wharves fiasco and (ii) the outlining of his
decentralisation policy by the High Commissioner (Sir
Laurence Guillemard) on his return from London towards the close of the year.
A full history of the Railway Department's venture
at Prai would fill a volume in itself. As H. T. Jones
said in one of the long debates which took place in
Council when it was known that the scheme was practically a failure :—"The outstanding fact is that the country has suffered loss. That loss approximates to $23,000,000. It does not seem to me that there is any way of
getting that back. We cannot talk that $23,000,000
back. That is a fact which we must face." This is
the story in a nutshell. In 1914, at the instigation of
the General Manager for Railways (P. A. Anthony), the
F.M.S. Government purchased the Prai Docks for a
million dollars with the intention of creating a first class
terminal port for the railway on the mainland. A layout scheme was prepared locally. The Consulting
Engineers (Messrs. Coode, Matthews, Fitzmaurice and
Wilson) submitted a report and a scheme in July 1915.
The scheme differed slightly from the local scheme in
some minor details intended to reduce costs. It was on
that report that the F.M.S. Government felt justified
in starting the whole scheme. One paragraph of that
report read: —
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" It will be seen that the dredging required to give
effect to our recommendation is very considerable,
and over the length affected will add largely to the
cross section of the river as now maintained by
natural scour. The dredging will undoubtedly
result in the admission of more tidal water into the
river and will consequently to some extent increase
its scouring capacity, but we do not anticipate that
this will be sufficient to be of any material value
in maintaining the depth of the river, and therefore,
in our opinion, maintenance dredging will always be
required and should be provided for. Such maintenance dredging in the early stages of the works
after completion will be greater than later on, consequent on silt being drawn down from the upper
reaches and deposited over the dredged area, more
particularly at the inner or eastern end."
In 1918 a contract was entered into with Messrs.
Topham, Jones and Railton to carry out the major part
of the scheme, which included construction of jetty,
wharf widening, provision of coal wharf, dredging and
part of the reclamation work. One of the indispensable
factors of the scheme in regard to dredging was the
maintenance of a uniform depth of thirty feet of water
over a defined area. Up to October, 1922, there appeared to be no cause for anxiety, although it was known that
owing to increased cost of labour and materials the total
cost of the scheme would be some millions more than
had been anticipated. The first serious warning of
trouble in regard to silting was sounded in a letter from
the Contractors to the Consulting Engineers in October
1922. They said that they were of opinion that a uniform depth of 30 feet could not be maintained for more
than a few days on any particular portion of a certain
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area. This information was sent to the General Manager (F.M.S.R.) but apparently was not at the time forwarded to the Government, for in 1923 the High Commissioner appointed a joint committee of Straits Settlements and Federated Malay States representatives,
under the Chairmanship of the Resident-Councillor of
Penang (A. B. Voules), to consider the future administration of Prai. Eight meetings of the Committee were
held before it was discovered that there was not more
than 24 feet at low water on the bar at the end of the
jetty. Then followed a further meeting, in December,
when it was stated that the Consulting Engineers first
became aware of the excessive accumulation of silt in
August of that year (1923). At the end of 1922, it had
been suggested that instead of maintaining the channel
at the full depth and width for six months after completion of work as they were bound to do by their contract, the Contractors should be relieved of this liability
in return for a dredger and tug they would hand over
to Government. The Government agreed to this proposal in June, 1923.
To cut a long story short and in order to avoid
delving into a mass of technical details, the failure
of the scheme as a workable proposition was admitted
by the Chief Secretary (Sir W. G. Maxwell), when,
presiding at a Council meeting in June 1925, he
moved a resolution that "pending further information
regarding the silting problem at Prai it is undesirable to
incur any further expenditure in connection with Prai
Wharves or with dredging the Prai Harbour basin."
"We have it on record" said the Chief Secretary "that
the silting was entirely unexpected by all the experts
In regard to the policy of the future, the Railway was
requested to circularise the heads of the big firms in
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Penang and to enquire whether, in the event of the
Railway Administration putting up godowns at Prai,
those firms would be prepared to take leases of those
godowns. The unanimous reply has been that they do
not want any accommodation in godowns at Prai."
Prai as a great terminal port had become a white
elephant and has remained so ever since. Whether a
succeeding or succeeding generations will ever make
anything out of a scheme which promised well at its
inception and then, beaten by nature, ingloriously fizzled
out, remains to be seen. Historical documents relating
to the Prai River Wharves are Council Paper No. 30
of 1924 and Council Paper No. 22 of 1925. H. P. Bryson, M.C.S. and A. Palmer, Secretary to the G. M. R..
were responsible for the 1924 Paper and H. P. Bryson
alone for the second Paper.
The Gaillemard Policy.
In December 1925, on his return from England the
High Commissioner (Sir Laurence Guillemard) introduced his decentralisation policy as part of his Annual
Address to the Council, supplemented by a memorandum
which was laid on the table. He said at the commencement of his remarks : —
"I anticipate that the part of my policy which will
arouse most interest is the part explaining the proposals
affecting the status of the Chief Secretaryship. On
them I expect a good deal of criticism and probably
some opposition. Without local sentiment there can be
no healthy public life. Local sentiment is not only
right and proper ; it is inevitable and natural: it has
always been and must continue to be."
And then later on : —
"The memorandum will make it clear that there is

Hi

RECORDS AND RECOLLECTIONS

no proposal to increase the powers of the High Commissioner. The powers taken from the Chief Secretary
will he vested in the Rulers in Council or their Residents,
acting either severally or in conference. There is no
intention of introducing a system which will mean overcentralisation in the hands of the High Commissioner.
That is an idea to which, as I have consistently shown
throughout my term of office, both by speech and action,
I am absolutely opposed. Nor will my policy involve
any risk that the interests of the Federation will be
sacrificed to those of the Colony. I know that in certain
minds there exists a vague fear that a man holding the
two offices of Governor and High Commissioner, though
he is in honour bound, when the interests of the Colony
and the Federation appear to diverge, to hold the scales
even, will be so hypnotised by his duty to the Colony as
to neglect his duty to the Federation. If any such
danger does exist at present I believe that my proposals
will not increase but diminish it. But I do not believe
that the danger exists. I cannot think of any reason
why a man responsible for the whole of a machine
should oil the crank and neglect the valves."
The concluding paragraph of the memorandum was
as follows : —
"My proposals are now in outline before this
Council and the public. They need working out. I am
not wedded to any particular details, and I have no wish
to avoid discussion or stifle criticism."
There was nothing very startling in the memorandum . Its contents had been more or less anticipated.
Sir Laurence was evidently prepared to listen to both
destructive and constructive criticism. He was always
approachable. The unofficial members determined to
fight against the proposal to abolish the appointment—
142

RECORDS AND RECOLLECTIONS

at some future date—of "Chief Secretary to Government
as at present constituted." In this attitude they had the
general support and approval of the professional, commercial, planting and mining communities. And yet
looking back I wonder if we acted wisely. As the result
of what appeared to be a successful fight at the time, the
working out of a practical decentralisation policy was
held up for five years. And then those people who had
not been particularly enthusiastic found that King Log
had given place to King Stork.
Sir Laurence Guillemard, who has a keen sense of humour, must have had
many a quiet chuckle to himself since 1931.
I am
not suggesting that Sir Laurence's views about the
abolition of the appointment of Chief Secretary, could
have been or should have been assimilated by the unofficial members. W h a t I am wondering now is if, instead of fighting him, we had tried to negotiate a compromise on this all important point, would we have
avoided the possibly greater loss to the Federal
Administration which seems likely to follow on the Sri
Menanti programme? Compromise might have taken
various forms, such as change of title on next appointment of a Chief Secretary and the maintenance of a
senior officer in the appointment for a period of five years
before the matter was brought up for final settlement of
status and responsibility. Of course whether any form
of compromise could have been effected will always remain a matter of speculation.
In March 1926 R. C. M. Kindersley moved the
following resolution in Council: —
" T h a t this Council, being of opinion that the great
agricultural, mining and commercial development of
Malaya in recent years has sprung largely from the
confidence inspired by Federation of the States of Perak,
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Selangor, Negri Sembilan and Pahang, under British
Administration, declares : —
(1) That while entirely sympathising with the
policy of restoring to each of the Federal
States full control over all its purely internal affairs, this Council declares its belief
that such a policy need not and should not
affect the maintenance of a strong Federal
Government, which is absolutely necessary
for the continuance of credit and confidence,
and for the initiation, carrying out, and
control of many important matters of common interests to all the States.
(2) That a full and efficient maintenance of
Federal service is essential to the welfare
and credit of the country.
(3) That it is essential to the efficient working
of that Federal system that there shall be a
resident Executive Head of the Federal
Administration, under the High Commissioner, having a status equal at least to that
of the officer serving as Colonial Secretary,
Straits Settlements."
In reply the High Commissioner (Sir Lawrence
Guillemard) stated inter alia: —
"I wish to congratulate Mr. Ritchie on stating what
seems to me the central fact of this position, that what
we are dealing with is the situation to-day and that
however interesting the past history of the case may be
it does not really govern the situation to-day. With
regard to the preamble and the 1st and 2nd paragraphs,
I am perfectly prepared to accept them. The paragraphs
are quite general in character. When I come to paragraph 3, I feel the position is very different. I want
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to try and make it clear to Council, even if I do not
accept paragraph 3, what my position in the matter is.
Paragraph 3 is not general in character ; it is definite and
particular. Now, the position with regard to the future
status of the Head of the Federal Government was defined by me in the Paper which I laid on the table to-day
and which Mr. Robson has quoted. In paragraph 29
I said this : —
'I think, therefore, that with regard to this matter—
(i.e., the future status of the Head of the Federal
Government)—the difference between the views of
unofficial members as stated by Mr. Robson and my
own views as stated by me may be fairly described
as one of degree.'
"I purposely refrained from defining my views as to
what, under the proposed new policy, ought to be the
exact status of the Chief Officer under the High Commissioner, because I did not wish to prejudice in any way
the recommendations of the Committees. But I
concluded: —
'I am not without hope that, when the problem has
been thoroughly examined and fully discussed in a
judicial spirit, an agreement will be reached.'
"Quite frankly, I am not willing to tie the hands of
Government at this stage in advance of the Report of the
Committees, and for that reason, if part 3 of the resolution is moved the Government vote will be cast against
it. If this is put to the vote and, as is inevitable, it
is rejected by Government, people outside the Council
will have the unfortunate impression that Government
have come to a decision in this matter of the status of
the Chief Secretary which is not the case—and they will
come to the conclusion that this decision represents a
direct conflict between the views of Government and the
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views of unofficial members, which I hope will, in the
event, prove not to be the case."
The result of the division was 7 in favour and 8
against. R. C. M. Kindersley then moved a resolution
omitting- the third paragraph and this was agreed to
unanimously.
Sir George Maxwell.
The Chief Secretary (Sir George Maxwell) retired
in May, 1926 and William Peel, now Sir William Peel,
Governor of Hongkong, became Chief Secretary.
When in 1924 Sir George had been made a Knight
Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British
Empire an unofficial member, speaking on behalf of his
colleagues, said : —
"I do not think I can pay Sir George Maxwell any
greater compliment than to say that by his untiring zeal,
his driving force and his interest in everything pertaining to the welfare of the Malays, he is closely following
in the footsteps of his distinguished father and of his
eminent grandfather." (Applause)
A year or so before Sir George left Malaya,
C. Ward-Jackson jotted down his impressions of the
then Chief Secretary.
The following paragraphs are
quotations from those written, but hitherto unpublished,
impressions : —
"It can be truly said that Sir George Maxwell has
had a most successful career, and owes it entirely to
himself. He has not been pushed up the ladder. He
has climbed up. To what attributes of character, particular qualifications or temperamental influences does
he owe his success in life ? That he is a man of singular
ability goes without saying.
Sir George is, however,
remarkable for more than mere ability. All of us who
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have watched his career have remarked on his extraordinary driving force, his untiring energy and the fact
that he loves his work. He is much like the rest of us,
and like the rest of us he has his faults.
" When Sir George assumed the Chief Secretaryship, he took up his task with a passion of zeal and
with the thoroughness of a new broom. He swept, as
it were, incessantly, and as he swept he talked; now to
his fellow officers, now to the Federal Council, now to
the public. His breezy confidence won him confidence.
The world always believes in a man who believes in
himself. It is the first condition of success, and Sir
George's faith in himself amounts to inspiration.
" Sir George, whatever else he may or may not be,
is efficient, and he demands efficiency. It follows, therefore, that he is not loved by some. There are those
who, while admitting the need for efficiency, hate the
efficient, for he is a constant rebuke to their own love
of slack and slipshod ways, and a constant menace to
their comfortable rut of routine, red-tape and custom.
" He has the reforming spirit very strongly developed, and no matter is too small for his personal attention. This, and his passion for efficiency, are two of
the dominating influences of his life, and they largely
account for what his critics describe as "wanting to
have his finger in every pie."
" There is no more industrious man in the public
service; none whom you find more completely equipped
in knowledge or in clear cut, decisive opinion. No
matter what subject you raise bearing upon Malaya,
you find that he is prepared to crush you with facts and
figures and experiences of schemes and places of which
you have never heard.
His enormous capacity for
mastering the details of a subject, and his genius for
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taking pains, are well known. His power of opplication
and his mastery of the letter give him a knowledge that
is more potent than inspiration."
After Sir George's departure from Malaya, appreciations of his service to the country were recorded in
Council.
C. Ritchie alluded to the co-operation and
good feeling which had always existed between Government and the unofficial members during the time Sir
George had been Chief Secretary. William Peel, who
had succeeded Sir George, spoke of the high standard
set by his predecessor.
The High Commissioner (Sir Laurence Guillemard)
said : —
" I do not like to let the opportunity pass of adding
my tribute to those already paid by other speakers. Sir
George and I did not see eye to eye in all matters—such
differences are perhaps inevitable between two men who
are both in earnest—but we were on common ground
in having at heart the welfare of Malaya and in desiring
to carry out what we believed to be in her best interests.
Sir George belongs to a family which for three succeeding generations has earned fame in Malaya by a life's
work in her public service. That is a unique record.
He himself spent 35 years in the country and he gave
to it of his best. No one has a greater appreciation
than I have of his. energy, his devotion to work, his
grasp of detail and his driving force. He had experience in the Colony, in the Federated Malay States and
in the Unfederated Malay States, and in whatever post
he found himself, he never lost that keenness which was
one of his greatest assets." (Applause).
There was no exaggeration in any of these
gratuitous testimonials. Sir George has shown the
younger men in the Malayan Civil Service what can be
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accomplished in an official career by a youngster coming
out here direct from a Public School,
After joining
the Service (1891) Sir George became a Barrister of
the Inner Temple. He held in turn several of the
highest Civil Service legal and administrative appointments. An interesting incident in his earlier career out
here was the conducting of a party of Chinese labourers
from Malaya to the Gold Coast when his father was the
Governor of that Colony. In addition to many publications dealing with legal and official matters, he wrote
a fascinating book entitled In Malay Forests.
At all
times he had a prolific and facile pen. He resembled
his father in that no detail connected with the Administration was too insignificant for his attention. Occasionally in his passion for getting things done, made or
mended, he was apt to be impetuous.
For a considerable period of years Sir George was
largely responsible for the efficient administration of
different Malay States and has certainly left his mark
on the country. It was expected at one time that he
would end a distinguished official career as the Governor
of a British Colony. Fate ruled otherwise.
Lady Maxwell was both liked and respected.
Although I never heard of her discussing local politics
with anybody, it is believed that she took an intelligent
interest in her husband's career. She was an excellent
hostess at Carcosa and always looked remarkably well
dressed.
Last Stage and Appreciation.
The Council meeting of February 28th, 1927, was
the last to be attended by the Rulers and by Sir Laurence Guillemard before he retired a month or two later.
My own connection with the Council also ended at this
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time. At a subsequent meeting of the Council, after
Sir Laurence had left the country, both official and
unofficial tributes were paid to the value of his work in
Malaya. First by the Raja di Hilir who said : —
" Sir Laurence took up the reins of office on the
3rd February, 1920, at the zenith of a boom, when
large and expensive schemes of development were
either undertaken or contemplated. Shortly afterwards
this country, in common with the world generally, went
through the biggest slump the world has ever known.
Through those critical years of depression Sir Laurence
maintained a courageous front, retaining unbroken his
confidence in Malaya to weather the storm.
That
Malaya did so is in no small measure due to Sir Laurence and the capable officers under him, and he left the
country in a more prosperous condition than it has ever
been in the course of its wonderful history.
" There are many men of ideas and hordes of men
of action, but how rare is the combination? It existed
in Sir Laurence, as no person devoid of this fortunate
combination could have initiated and carried through
the policy of what is known as devolution. There was
a certain amount of criticism of that policy, but the
motive which actuated Sir Laurence in forming it was
of the highest. It was his aim and ambition to make
Malaya, great as it is, even greater still.
" We have in this reconstituted Federal Council,
of which this is the first meeting the first fruits of his
policy of devolution. No one will deny that a Council
constituted on such lines is a great step forward. Not
only does it permit of the quicker despatch of business,
but, what is more important, it adds dignity to the
position of Their Highnesses the Rulers.
For this
alone, if for no other, Sir Laurence is deserving of the
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grateful thanks of these States.
That spirit of fair
play, the determination to keep promises and the desire
to understand the people of the country are the attributes
which Sir Laurence possesses, attributes which have
contributed in an immeasurable degree to strengthen the
loyalty of the Malay States to the protecting Power.
Above all, Sir Laurence has that rare power of sympathy which His Majesty the King has declared to be
one of the most essential qualifications of administration
in the East."
A. S. Bailey dealt with Sir Laurence's decentralisation policy and concluded his remarks by saying: —
"Sir Laurence came to us from outside, and so
coming he brought with him perhaps a detachment of
view which might not of necessity be possessed by others
whose life's work has been carried on within the sacred
pales of the Colonial Civil Service. This detachment,
I suggest, enabled him to appreciate in very full measure
the very solemn and sacred trust which is reposed in the
Administrators of this country, and it always appears
to me that he kept ever in his mind the balance which
should be struck between the legitimate interests and
aspirations of the Malays and the commercial exploitation of this country."
The then High Commissioner (William Peel) completed the expressions of appreciation by saying: —
" It was my privilege a week ago to endorse, in the
Legislative Council of the Colony, the high opinions
there expressed of the work done by Sir Laurence
Guillemard as Governor of that Colony, and I am glad
to have a similar privilege in this Council to-day. Sir
Laurence has always been deeply interested in the
Federated Malay States and in the people in them. It
used to be suggested that Sir Laurence placed the
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interests of the Colony above those of the Federation
and I used to hear or read cryptic remarks about the
fetters of Singapore. I must confess that my year's
experience as Chief Secretary under him does not bear
out those views. I have found him a real decentraliser,
and he delegated during that year powers to the Chief
Secretary in excess of any previously wielded by that
officer. At the same time I can honestly say that he has
always had at heart the interests of the Federated
Malay States equally with those of the other Administrations under his charge.
"Both he and Lady Guillemard always enjoyed their
sojourns in the Federated Malay States and they both
have shown to most of us considerable kindness; I am
sure they will be greatly missed."
I am glad that Sir William Peel mentioned Lady
Guillemard who was an undoubted success, in every way,
as "the first lady in the land."
Sir Laurence's craft ploughed through many a
choppy sea in the political waters of Malaya. In one
of his first public utterances he spoke of Malaya as
"a country of arrears." This was an unfortunate expression, because it was deemed to be an unmerited criticism of his predecessors in office. Had he voiced his
impression in some other way, such as "opportunities
for further expansion in a rapidly developing country,"
all would have been well. It is doubtful, to my mind,
if contemporary opinion has yet accorded Sir Laurence
Guillemard his rightful place in the hierarchy of notable
Colonial Governors. He came to Malaya with a freshness of outlook and an enthusiasm which is comparatively rare in the Colonial Service. He was a man of the
world. There was no doubt about his ability. He got
on remarkably well with the Rulers of the Malay States.
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When he retired they felt that they had lost a real
friend. His hospitality was proverbial. He was the
most approachable of men. And I have no hesitation
in saying that he had a genuine and deep-seated affection
for the country he was sent to govern. It may have
been politic for him to have maintained friendly relations
with unofficial members of Council who were sometimes fighting him tooth and nail.
But even if this
was the actuating motive, which I rather doubt, there
could be no reason for maintaining the same attitude
when he no longer had any official interest in Malaya.
Yet I know of more than one instance in which he
has been most kind and hospitable to people, who fought
against him out here, when they have happened to be in
England.
When the tumult and the shouting is forgotten—and even now the memory of it grows
faint—Sir Laurence's term of office in Malaya will stand
out in a truer perspective than could be envisaged
immediately after a period of storm and stress.
The unofficial members of Council with whom I
was longest associated were R. C. M. Kindersley—a fine
character : C. Ritchie—a cultured man and an able
speaker : J. H. Rich—a sound man with a merry
twinkle in his eye: R. P. Brash, a reliable man
who has now made his home on Penang Hill
and Choo Kia Peng who was always helpful and
never obstructive.
Members of the F.M.S. Bar
who served at different times on the Council all
did good work. It is an undoubted privilege to be a
member of the Federal Council, especially when such
members are like a happy family and are actuated only
by a lively sense of duty to the land in which they live,
and the people who dwell therein.
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CHAPTER V.

THE

PAHANG

DISTURBANCES.

s

IR (then Mr.) J. P. Rodger was appointed the first
British Resident in Pahang and assumed duty in
October 1888. No effective system of government was
functioning. Each great Chief was a law unto himself.
In 1889 the Selangor Government requested Capt. H. C.
Syers to organize a police force for Pahang. This was
done : the nucleus of the new force being Sikhs from the
Selangor and Singapore police forces. These men were
placed in various small police stations which Syers established when making a tour of the State. During the
year 1889 several charges of levying illegal taxes on
boats passing up and down the Semantan River had been
brought against the Orang Kaya Pahlawan who was described by Syers as one of the biggest rascals in Pahang.
At the first meeting of the Pahang State Council, which
took place in October 1891, the conduct of this Chief was
discussed and the Sultan issued an order depriving him
of his title and position.
First Outbreak.
In December 1891, the Collector and Magistrate of
the Temerloh district entered the Semantan river with 15
Sikhs and 6 Malay policemen, intending to station most
of them as re-inforcements at the Lubok Terua police
station which was in the centre of the Semantan district.
On the second day after entering the river, the Collector's boats were fired on and some of them capsized, lead154
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ing to the loss of 4 Sikhs. The other boats then returned
to Temerloh. One of the missing Sikhs also ultimately
made his way back to Temerloh : the other three were
captured and killed.
The first news of this outrage was brought to Raub
by the man who was in charge of the rice store, and
thence telegraphed to Selangor, where Mr. J. P.Rodger,
then acting Resident of Selangor, was handing over to
Mr. W. E. Maxwell preparatory to going on leave. Mr.
Rodger at once left for Pahang, accompanied by Captain
H. C. Syers and 25 Selangor Sikhs.
On arrival he
learnt that the ex-Orang Kaya. had stockaded various
points on the Semantan river and had ransacked Temerloh, the head-quarters of the district, from which the
Collector had retired with his police, leaving forty confiscated Malay muskets to fall into the hands of the
rebels. Also that the leading Chinese shop-keeper at
Temerloh, together with three of his friends and a Tamil
contractor, had been murdered when trying to escape
down the Pahang river.
Action Taken.
In view of the generally hostile attitude of the surrounding Malays, it was decided to leave Syers at
Bentong with Selangor and Pahang Sikhs whilst the
Resident (J. P. Rodger) joined Sir (then Mr.) Hugh
Clifford in an attempt to deal with the ex-Orang Kaya
Pahlawan and his followers. The Resident paid two
visits to the Sultan at Pulau Tawar, with the result
that the Sultan declared his willingness to take charge of
an expedition against the Semantan rebels, if he could
be provided with rifles and ammunition. The Straits
Settlements Government sent up 500 Sniders and in
January 1892 the Sultan took the field with nearly a
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thousand Malays. The Resident accompanied the
expedition.
Except at the first stockade, where two of the rebel
headmen were killed, the expedition met with no real
resistance, although a few shots were fired on both sides,
Twelve different stockades were demolished, the occupants of which had fled into the jungle on the approach
of the Sultan's men.
Bentong was reached on Jan.
31, where it was found that Syers had had several
skirmishes with the rebels, that the officer in charge of
the detachment of Perak Sikhs had been wounded and
that two Chinese shopkeepers, a Malay constable and
two transport coolies had been killed.
Whilst the Sultan's expedition was on its way up
the Semantan river, Major McCallum had been sent up
from Singapore as Military Commissioner. He arrived
at Bentong the day after the Sultan's expedition reached
that place, and at once advised the withdrawal of the
Perak and Selangor detachments, which was shortly
afterwards effected.
In order to restore confidence and to induce the
ryots to return to their villages, the whole length of the
Semantan river was left in charge of the Sultan's people.
The ex-Orang Kaya disappeared and to all appearance
the trouble w.as at an end.
The Second Outbreak.
Early in March 1892 the Resident went to Singapore to see the Governor.
When there he received a
telegram to say that the ex-Orang Kaya had re-appeared
and had re-captured Lubok Terua.
The Resident hurried back to find that not only
was this the case, but that thirty-nine rifles had been
captured as well. This looked extremely like treachery
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somewhere, especially when it was found that the Sultan's
men, who had been left to guard the river, had in many
cases been replaced by men in the surrounding villages
who were naturally not to be relied upon to make any
resistance to their own friends.
Another expedition made up of friendly Malays was
at once organised.
Lubok Terua was re-occupied and
E. A. Wise, the Collector and Magistrate, remained
encamped there in a strong stockade. F u r t h e r action was
to be taken at the end of the Bulan Puasa.
The Third Outbreak.
Before further operations could be resumed against
the ex-Orang Kaya, the whole Peninsula was startled
by the news of the murder of two Europeans, named
H a r r i s and Stewart, in the employment of the P a h a n g
Exploration Company, at a place about half way between
Temerloh and Pekan and in a district far removed from
the Semantan area. One of these men was bravely but
unavailably defended by a Malay woman.
This fresh outbreak (April 1892) was the work of
Panglima Muda of Jumpol, who, after mutilating the
bodies of the two murdered Europeans, started down
stream to attack Pekan.
For a day or two this caused quite a panic there.
The few Europeans arranged to defend themselves in
the gaol, and people in the other States and in Singapore
began to get anxious. The arrival in safety of the Resident from Pulau Tawer and the appearance of a detachment of Sikhs from Singapore, not to mention the
coming of H . M. S. Hyacinth, Plover, and Rattler
quickly restored confidence : and soon afterwards the
police succeeded in arresting most of the Panglima's not
very extensive following. These men, together with a
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man arrested by the Resident on his way down river,
were afterwards tried and some of them sentenced to
death and executed for actual participation in the
murders.
The Panglima himself was killed by some of the
Regent's men, who had gone to hunt him, after
R. W. Duff and the Pahang police had already captured
most of his worst followers.
Sultan Again Moves.
The Sultan moved down to the mouth of the
Semantan river and sent one of his sons and To' Gajah
to again clear the ex-Orang Kaya out of the Semantan
district. This they did very effectively. The ex-Orang
Kaya once more became a fugitive and most of his
followers were brought in, or came in and made their
submission to the Sultan (June, 1892).
During most
of this time the Resident remained with the Sultan at
the mouth of the river.
The Fourth Outbreak.
Meanwhile, however, further trouble had already
broken out in the Ulu Pahang district—a trouble which
led to somewhat extensive military operations.
Early in April (1892) Mat Kilau, began to attract
attention by raising a band of armed followers at Budu
and all sorts of rumours were afloat as to what he
intended to do.
The manager of the Raub mines (W. Bibby) having
reason to believe that Mat Kilau intended to attack
Raub, fortified his premises and applied to the Selangor
Government for assistance.
Col. Walker, C.M.G., (from Perak), at once pro158

RECORDS AND RECOLLECTIONS

ceeded to Raub with a detachment of Sikhs and from
that time onwards maintained a military occupation over
the greater part of Ulu Pahang.
His task consisted
not only in keeping open communication with Selangor
and communications in Pahang itself, but in carrying on
a guerilla warfare with rebels who never showed themselves. The force under Col. Walker consisted of
Perak Sikhs, Sungei Ujong Sikhs, Pahang Sikhs, a few
Malay Police and some friendly scouts, his command
being gradually re-inforced from time to time as the
extent of his operations was increased.
The Sikhs, being unaccustomed to the jungle or
jungle fighting, were never at any time able to get to
close quarters with a people who had been born and
bred in the jungle, otherwise of course Col. Walker's
campaign would have been over in six weeks instead of
six months. His difficulties were generally (a) to find
the enemy and (b) to prevent his men from being
'sniped' at.
By the end of September every Pahang Malay
who was known to have taken up arms against the
Government had been either killed in guerilla skirmishes,
driven from the State into Kelantan, or had submitted.
The troops were then gradually withdrawn leaving only
sufficient for garrison duty. By October Col. Walker's
work was done and he returned to Perak.
The First Pahang Disturbance had lasted from
December 1891 to September, 1892,
Two Years Later.
In June 1894 occurred what is known as the Second
Pahang Disturbance.
About a hundred raiders from
across the border (Kelantan) suddenly swooped down
on a small garrison of 11 Sikhs in a stockade at Kuala
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Tembeling. Five of these Sikhs were killed. The
others managed to escape. One of them, Rham Singh,
who was wounded with knives and krises in more than
30 places, succeeded in making his way to Pulau Tawer
where he reported what had happened to the local
Chiefs.
The raiders started to preach a Holy War, but
this awakened no particular interest among the Pahang
Malays.
Some of the raiders then proceeded a few
miles up the Tembeling river and constructed a stockade
at Jeram Ampai.
Meanwhile Mamat Kelubi, one of the principal
rebel Chiefs, who with some fifty men, had been left in
charge of the captured post at Kuala Tembeling, had
gone up the Jelai River with half a dozen men to ensure
the interruption of all communication with Kuala Lipis,
and thus to prevent the news of the fall of the Tembeling
station reaching the Government headquarters of the
Ulu Pahang district.
On June 16th, he returned, being still unaware of
the retreat of his friends into the Tembeling. He and
his party were at once attacked and killed by the Pulau
Tawer Chiefs, who had gathered together such arms,
ammunition and men as they had been able to collect,
and after despatching messengers to Temerloh and
Pekan, had themselves taken the initiative without waiting for assistance from the Government.
* In his book, In a Corner of Asia, Sir Hugh Clifford refers to
Rham Singh's gallant conduct in the following words:—"If you
should chance to meet him he will be much flattered should you allow
him to divest himself of his tunic, and you will see the network
of scars on his brown skin. He is inordinately proud of them and
rightly so, say I, for which man amongst us can show such an
undoubted proof of courage, endurance, and self-sacrifice as this
obscure hero?"
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In the meantime, Col. Walker, C.M.G., had again
been sent for. Perak Sikhs, Selangor Sikhs and even
the Colonial Sikh Police were again hurried into
Pahang.
On June 28, 1894, sixteen days after the rebels and
raiders had crossed the frontier, Col. Walker arrived
at Kuala Tembeling. Capt. Talbot was in command of
the Perak Sikhs, Capt. Lyons of the Selangor Sikhs,
and R. W. Duff (late Militia) of the Pahang Sikhs.
On the morning of June 29, the attack on Jeram
Ampai was begun, Colonel Walker, Capt. Lyons and
Capt. Talbot proceeding up the left bank of the Tembeling, the attack on the right bank being entrusted to
R. W. Duff and others, who, however, were misled by
their guides and did not arrive until the action was
over.
Death of Mr. Wise.
Col. Walker's column reached a spot in the jungle
within hearing of the rebels in their stockade, without
the latter being aware of their approach, and a somewhat impetuous attack would then appear to have been
made.
Col. Walker himself led the attack, rushing
forward right ahead of his men. He was closely
followed by E. A. Wise, who was acting as Political
officer on Colonel Walker's staff. Unfortunately, while
in the very act of hacking his way through the
surrounding fence of the stockade, Wise was shot from
behind by some of the Sikhs who, under cover of the
surrounding jungle, were firing somewhat wildly at
the stockade.
There were no medical officers attached to the
column and Wise succumbed.
Four Sikhs were also
killed and Capt. Talbot was wounded. Capt. Lyons had
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a miraculous escape, a bullet striking him near the
region of the heart, but was stopped in its course by a
note-book in his breast pocket. Those of the rebels who
had not been killed of course bolted as usual into the
jungle.
This practically finished the Second Disturbance
in Pahang which was of very short duration. Subsequent expeditions into Trengganu and Kelantan, conducted by Sir (then Mr.) Hugh Clifford, assisted by
R. W. Duff and others, in search of raiders and rebels
failed to achieve much in the way of captures. But it
showed the peoples across the border that they could
not make raids into Pahang with impunity.
It was
perhaps when engaged in the Kelantan expedition that
R. W. Duff first conceived the idea of opening up that
State—a task undertaken later on by the Duff Development Company when R. W. Duff had retired from the
Government Service. So much attention was paid at
one time to the litigation in which the Duff Development Company was concerned that some people may
forget the important part played by R. W. Duff as the
pioneer who did so much for the early development of
Kelantan.
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CHAPTER

NEWSPAPER

VI.

ENTERPRISE.

I N 1889 Selangor depended on the Straits Times and
the Singapore Free Press for its news of the world.
Arnot Reid, after an unsuccessful attempt to secure
election to the House of Commons, came out in that
year to take up the editorship of the Straits Times.
W. G. St. Clair had arrived two years previously, and
with the assistance of W. Makepeace, had got the old
Singapore Free Press going as a daily paper.
Arnot
Reid retired when the Straits 'Times was turned into a
limited liability company in 1900. From 1895 onwards
the Singapore Free Press was owned by W. G. St. Clair
and W. Makepeace until the former retired in 1916 and
the latter in 1926.
The rival editors were both brilliant men in their
particular calling. Arnot Reid was perhaps the best all
round journalist who ever came to Malaya.
[The Straits Times has been fortunate in having
had the services of men like Arnot Reid, E. A. Morphy,
T. H. Reid and A. W. Still, to say nothing of present
company.]
Morphy was a brilliant writer.
T. H. Reid—no relation of the late Arnot Reid—
is a first class journalist and a good business man. It
is nearly forty years ago since I met him in Hongkong,
when he was editor and part proprietor of the China
Mail. Later he became news-editor of the now defunct
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London Standard, until he came East again to take up
the editorship of the Straits Times 1906—1908).
When his successor had to be selected the choice lay
between the late A. W. Still and the late Edgar Wallace
—a journalist who achieved world wide fame as a
writer of crime stories. A. W. Still was chosen. After
T. H. Reid retired from journalism, he joined Sir William Taylor at the then newly established Malay States
Information Agency in Cannon Street and was there
for about thirteen years, (1910—1923).
In excellent
health at 70, he is now making a trip round the world
with his wife and has recently been in Kuala Lumpur
on a visit to his son in the Chartered Bank.
A. W. Still was a worthy successor to T. H. Reid.
He was a fighter and a fine character. He will always
be remembered as the leading advocate for rubber restriction. No other pen in Malaya carried such weight.
It was said at the time that the increasing circulation
of the Straits Times was mainly due to public appreciation of Still's leading articles. I can quite believe it.
W. G. St. Clair was a robust Imperialist, a musician and a keen Volunteer, who was ably supported by
his ever popular partner, W. Makepeace, now living
in retirement at Bristol. From time to time the
Singapore Free Press would attack the views of the
Straits Times, but throughout his whole career in Singapore, I do not remember that Arnot Reid ever replied
to a single attack. He went calmly on his way as if
no other local paper existed.
The greatest scoop ever made by the Straits Times
was when it published a full, detailed account of the
important naval action in Manila Bay (1896) before any
official account was made public. How the Straits
Times obtained the information, so soon after the
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action, was considered a mystery at the time. And, as
far as I know to the contrary, remains so to this day.
When Arnot Reid retired in 1900 he again contemplated standing for Parliament—Merthyr Tydvil being
the selected constituency, but his failing health gave way
and he went into a mental home where he died in 1901.
After his retirement from Singapore, W. G. St. Clair
set out to search the world for a home and visited
several countries, including the West Indies which he
found too parochial. He and his wife finally settled in
Ceylon where he died in 1930. There have been other
Singapore papers, which had their brief life, such as the
Eastern Daily Mail (1905—1906). And there is the
Malaya Tribune born in 1915 and still going strong. The
Pinang Gazette, the oldest newspaper in Malaya, has
been issued as a daily since 1891. The Straits Echo
was started under Chinese auspices in 1903. One of
the best of the editors who have been in charge of this
Penang paper at different times was Herbert Welham—
another born journalist. Apart from the dailies quite
a number of weeklies have appeared in Malaya during
the past forty odd years—some of them quite good of
their kind.
Perak Newspapers.
The first newspaper in Perak was the Perak
Pioneer, a twice weekly publication, produced by the
much respected Syed Abdul Hassan Burhan of Taiping
in 1894. This brave man was also the proprietor of
an aerated water factory.
By a gallant struggle he
kept his paper alive till about 1912. The Times of
Malaya (Ipoh) was started in 1904. J. A. S. Jennings
became editor in 1906, and is now, I believe, sole proprietor. For many years he also published a fortnightly
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magazine called the Malayan Tin and Rubber Journal.
This consisted of 60 quarto pages with two columns to
a page. It ceased to appear at the end of 1932. Although ably assisted at different times, Jack Jennings
has practically made the "T.O.M." a one man show.
For twenty eight years he has borne the burden on his
shoulders.
During this long period he has closely
identified himself with the thousand and one interests
of Perak. Every credit is due to him for the success
he has made of his paper. In early days another paper
called the Malaya Daily Chronicle was started in Ipoh
by Dr. R. M. Connolly. It had a life of about two years
(1912—1914). Then in 1922 came the Malayan Observer, which was produced in Ipoh under the editorship of
L. F. Cooray.
This was a well edited, nicely got up
little paper, but it lasted only a few months. Then in
1932 came the ill-fated Morning News which was also
published in Ipoh. This paper only lasted a week or
two.
Selangor Publications.
The Selangor Journal was started under the auspices of Dr. Travers, W. W. Skeat and John Russell
in 1892. It appeared once a fortnight, carried no
advertisements, was ably edited by John Russell and
lasted until I established the Malay Mail in 1896. Some
twenty-five to thirty years ago a small weekly publication called In Tinland was printed and published in
Kuala Lumpur by the late G. Bain.
The Malayan
Leader was started in Kuala Lumpur in 1920 and
existed till 1921. A. E. Moreira was editor.
This
paper was caught in the first slump—and could not
weather the storm. Then came the Malayan Daily
Express which was started in 1927 under the editorship
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of A. R. Fernando and collapsed in the second slump—
after being edited for some time by F. F. Cooray, who
had an arduous task to keep the flag flying as long as
he did. No matter how ably a newspaper is edited, it
cannot be run indefinitely with insufficient capital or
with insufficient revenue to cover expenses.
In 1932
C. J. Baker published a small daily bulletin in Kuala
Lumpur called the Morning Gazette. It was a plucky
little venture. Its life was short.
First Daily in Kuala Lumpur.
When I was acting Collector of Land Revenue and
Registrar of Titles in Kuala Lumpur, I went on leave
to Japan and met a Times war correspondent who was
passing through Hongkong. He talked a lot about
journalism and introduced me to T. H. Reid, then editor
of the leading Hongkong paper and afterwards editor
of the Straits Times. Up till this time my only connection with local journalism had been the writing of
special articles for the Singapore Free Press. On my
return from Hongkong I got into touch with Arnot
Reid, then editor of the Straits Times, and discussed
the possibilities of starting a daily paper in Kuala Lumpur. I also had several talks on the same subject with
W. W. Skeat, who was then in the Selangor Civil Service, The plunge was taken in 1896. W. W. Skeat
and I put up the same amount of money and the necessary plant was obtained for us in Singapore by Arnot
Reid. This very primitive plant had formerly been
used to produce the Morning Herald in Singapore. The
old hand press on which the earliest issues of the Malay
Mail were printed is still in the office, and, until recent
years, was in use as a proof press for full and half
page advertisements.
At first I was sole editor and
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manager of what was then a four page daily.
The
only assistant I had was a Ceylonese clerk. The circulation was under two hundred copies a day.
Within a few weeks of starting the paper, I had a
visit from Archie Harper, founder of the firm of
A. C. H a r p e r & Co., now H a r p e r Gilfillan & Co. H e
was in some distress because he had to go away for
about ten days or so, and there was nobody who could
look after his business during his absence. Would I
undertake the job? I pointed out that I knew nothing
about running a business. H e said that did not matter,
so I agreed to do what I could to help him. To look
after a business and produce a daily paper at the same
time without assistance or knowledge was certainly a
serious undertaking. However, nothing happened.
Up till the time he left Singapore, Arnot Reid gave
me much valuable advice about the editing and production of a newspaper, as did also W. Makepeace of the
Singapore Free Press, when I invoked his assistance.
Relations between the two Singapore papers and the
Malay Mail were always most cordial.
Four or five years after the Kuala Lumpur daily
was started it was turned into a private limited liability
company. The men who have been mainly responsible
for the growth, management and prosperity of the Malay
Mail during its thiry-seven years' existence include
S. C. Yeomans, editor from 1902 to 1906 and manager
from 1908 to 1910; A. F. M. Price, who was editor from
1907 to 1912 and again from 1913 to the time of his
death here in 1922; G. A. Ketschker, who was manager
for many years till 1920, when he became the Company's
auditor—a position he held until he died in 1927. And,
coming to more recent times, F. I. Jones, the present
editor, who has been with the Company since 1912 and
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Mrs. Green who joined the editorial staff in 1921. Many
other names could be mentioned if space permitted.
There hangs in the office a portrait of Norman
Marriott, a former manager, who was killed in the
War. By his death the Company lost one of its most
valued employees. No brief account of the history of
the first daily paper published in the F.M.S. would be
complete without reference to A, K. E. Hampshire and
D. H. Hampshire. Although holding no large financial
interests in the Company, one of them has always
been on the Board of Directors since 1901. First
A. K. E. Hampshire and then D. H. Hampshire, who
practically acts as Managing Director of the Company
when I am away on leave. Between them the two brothers have given over thirty years of helpful service to the
Company. When the paper was first started, a shophouse was taken in Market Street, which has since been
pulled down to make way for the present Post Office.
The building now occupied by the General Electric Co.
at the corner of Java Street was built for The Malay
Mail Press Company in 1903. It cost the Company
$5,629. Needless to say it is worth a vastly larger sum
to-day. Four years later these premises were found to
be too small, so I erected the four shop-house type
buildings in Java Street, three of which were bought
by the Company in 1907, and the last one in 1925. Until
this time the paper had been printed on flat bed machines
taking a sheet equivalent in size to four pages. It took
hours to get the whole sixteen pages printed and then the
sheets had to be hand fed into a folding machine. Six
years ago, it was decided to install Duplex presses which
could both print and fold the paper from a reel—and do
it in far less time. The Java Street houses were not
large enough for the new presses, so the existing three
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storied premises in Pudu Road were erected and occupied
in 1929 : opportunity being taken at the same time to
bring the office equipment thoroughly up to date.
Always an Optimist.
A, F . M. Price deserves more than a passing reference. After completing his education at Downing
College, Cambridge, he entered the office of the London
Times and, after quite a brief stay there, came to Kuala
Lumpur in 1906 to join the staff of The Malay Mail
Press Co. as a junior assistant. A year later he was
editor of the paper. Family affairs called him home
about 1911 and he then went out to the Statesman in
Calcutta for a short period before returning to the editorial chair in Kuala Lumpur. Both inside and outside
the office Price was always regarded as just the right
man for his job. D u r i n g the W a r , under his editorship,
the Malay Mail was the most optimistic journal in
Malaya. It was published seven days a week for a considerable period and at one time came out as both a morning and an evening paper. There is no doubt that the
Malay Mail had a very steadying influence locally
through some of the darkest hours of the great world
struggle. It is interesting to recall that the last leading
article from A. F. M. Price's pen was on the death of
Lord Northcliffe. It appeared only a few hours before
his own sudden death. Price's death was tragic. It
was known that his heart was in a bad state and the
directors of the Company had suggested during a previous leave that, for his own sake, he should remain in
England.
After consulting two specialists, one of
whom was against his return to the tropics and the
other in favour of his doing so, he decided that however long he had got to live, he would certainly be
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happier and more comfortable in Kuala Lumpur than
at home. The end came quite unexpectedly. H e had
had a very bad cough for some days, And then early
one morning I received a telephone message to say that
he had been found dead in his bedroom. The scene on
entering the room was horrible.
The body, partly
dressed was covered with blood, also the surrounding
floor and a small towel still grasped in the dead man's
hand. H e had evidently been reading, his cough had
come on, he had got up to cross the room or perhaps
to go to his wife's room opposite, and then suddenly
a blood vessel in the heart must have burst.
A Curious Incident.
Newspaper men occasionally meet with strange experience. About half an hour before going to
press one day, the news-editor received a letter
announcing the death of a European. The letter
came from a good address and was apparently written
by a friend. Sympathetic reference was made to the
career of deceased and to his wife who survived him. In
fact just the sort of details which would be sent to a
newspaper for publication. The news-editor had never
heard of the deceased, who, according to the letter, had
always lived in an out-station. Nor was the name of the
writer familiar to him : but of course many letters arc
received in a newsaper office from people unknown to
anybody on the staff, so there was nothing surprising
about that. A short paragraph giving the gist of the
contents of the letter was inserted in that day's issue of
the paper. In the circumstances this was the correct
procedure and any other news-editor would have taken
action.
Next morning a gentleman walked into the office
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and demanded to know on whose authority we had
reported his death when he was still very much alive.
He was shown the letter, but this threw no further
light on the mystery, because he had never heard of
the writer. He was able to say, however, that whilst
some of the facts mentioned in the letter were correct,
others were pure invention.
A further and more
careful perusal of the letter raised some doubts as to
whether the writer was a European—although the name
given sounded English.
On enquiry at the address
given in the letter—which turned out to be the residence
of a man I knew quite well—it was ascertained that
no such person as the writer was known even by name.
Naturally the first thought which occurred to us in the
office was what could have been the motive in sending
false news which was bound to be contradicted next
day. There was nothing detrimental in the letter. As
far as he knew our visitor had not an enemy in the
world'. He could suggest no earthly reason for anybody recording his premature death—even in kindly
language. The matter was then reported to the Police
who I believe discovered one or two people bearing the
same name as the writer of the letter, but there was
absolutely nothing to connect any of them with the
document.
To this day the mystery has never been
solved.
The Daily Task,
It is doubtful if any other occupation in this part
of the world is quite so consistently strenuous, during*
certain hours of the day, as the production of an afternoon paper. The responsible members of the editorial
staff are always wbrking against the clock.
Trains
have to be caught.
A morning paper or an evening
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paper would not involve the same strain. It all the
news for the day was available at 9 a.m., there would
be less difficulty in going to press at 1.30 p.m. But
with, say, Renter's cables coming in bit by bit all the
morning, it is impossible to know what the chief news
items of the day are going to be or how the cable pages
can be arranged until the last available moment. Incidentally it may be mentioned that F.M.S. papers have
to pay considerably more for Renter's cables than the
papers in the Colony, on account of the extra overland
charge which goes into the pocket of the P. & T.
department.
Perhaps the greatest strain of all in most Malayan
newspaper offices is the production of a leading article,
day after day, year in and year out. This task generally falls on the editor.
The editor of a daily paper
in England has the assistance of special leader writers.
The editor of an important provincial daily paper told
me that he wrote very little himself.
When, as in
most Malayan newspaper offices, it is possible only to
maintain a small editorial staff, the editor is never free
of interruption. Visitors call, the telephone calls and
he is being frequently consulted by members of his
staff. H e has to know what is going into the day's
paper and see it all in print—say over forty columns a
day.
A libel may lurk in the most innocent looking
paragraph.
And of course he must see every cable
as soon as possible after it comes into the office. How
he ever finds time to write his leading article is often
a mystery. And then what is he to write about? The
supply of local topics is not inexhaustible—yet it is not
everybody who would prefer to read editorial opinion
on other than local topics. When I have asked well
educated Europeans, outside the office, if they could
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help us with an occasional "leader" I have nearly always
met with the same responses :—"I would not know what
to write about"—or—"I can't think of any topic of local
interest I could write about"—or—"I am very busy,
I don't think I could find time to write an article."
On the other hand quite a number of people send
in useful letters to the editor recounting their particular grievances or recording their particular views
about some affair of the moment.
Nearly all these
letters require some slight sub-editing before being sent
to the printers. Correspondence, articles etc. destined for
a newspaper office must be typed on one side of the
sheet only, because the sheet is cut up into slips before
being distributed among the linotype operators. Each
column has to be set up as quickly as possible, in order
to provide a steady stream of proofs for the correctors.
And seven men can of course set up a column in less
time than one man, hence the cutting up into slips.
That Malaya has a definite attraction for journalists
is evident from the fact that so many of them who leave
this country to take up work elsewhere soon show a
desire to return. At the moment I can think of eight
men who have expressed such a desire, including one now
dead who said that he could do far better as a free lance
in Fleet Street than in any Malayan newspaper office.
He tried it. The experiment did not last long and he
was very glad to return to Malaya.
Obtaining Assistants.
There is no difficulty in securing applications for
journalistic appointments in this part of the world, but
it is a long and precarious business to select the right
men. Suppose, for example, that a sub-editor is required : age between 25 and 35 ; an unmarried man for
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preference. An advertisement in the London Times for
two or three days will produce a crop of from fifty to
sixty applications within a week or so. Half the applications can be immediately consigned to the waste paper
basket. There are applications from aged men with
large families, from men who have had no professional
training whatever, from men who say they are tired of
their present occupation and would like to try journalism
for a change, from men who simply express a wish to go
abroad and give no further details about themselves or
their qualifications.
T h e next step is to select about a dozen of the most
promising applications and arrange for personal interviews with the applicants. This starts the weeding out
process. One applicant states that he has a wife and
two children and that his family will remain in England.
It is explained that the salary of the appointment is
insufficient for the maintenance of two homes. Another
applicant puts forward testimonials from previous
employers of such suspiciously luke-warm appreciation
that he is ruled out in favour of more promising
material. A third may have no interest in games or
sport. And so on until the choice is narrowed down to
two or three—all with about the same qualifications—all
of presentable appearance—and all apparently likely to
do well in the tropics. Then references have to be taken
up and a final selection made. The next step is the
giving of notice by the selected candidate to his then
employers, if any, and the undergoing of a medical
examination in order to produce a certificate that he is
bodily fit for work in the tropics. Lastly there is the
signing of the agreement and the securing of a passage.
From the time that the Company's representative in
London is asked to find a suitable man to the time that
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the selected man arrives in Malaya may be anything
from four to six months. And the whole business is a
gamble from start to finish. It is impossible to tell from
a short personal interview in England how a man is
going to shape in and react to the tropics.
Sometimes men have to be sent home again within
a few months of their arrival. Others of course turn
out trumps. I remember one particular case in which
the selected man cried off at the last moment, because the girl he was engaged to did not want him to
leave England. The next available man on the list, call him
Q, had been strongly recommended by somebody whose
words carried weight. So much time had been wasted
in coming to a selection decision, that there was little
hesitation in offering the appointment to Q who was very
glad to get it. On arrival in Kuala Lumpur he turned
out to be a very capable, steady and industrious worker.
But, alas, he also turned out to be the most impossibly
tactless person it is possible to imagine. H e could not
hit it off with anybody in the office. H e was then given
the opportunity of making a fresh start in a very good
appointment unconnected with journalism. H e made a
mess of that, too, and died in another country some
years later under somewhat tragic circumstances.
At another stage in its history the Company employed a gentleman whose duty it was to expand the daily
Renter's cables before passing them on to the compositors. On several occasions it was noticed that other local
papers published cables which did not appear in the
Malay M a i l Subsequent investigation showed that when
the gentleman concerned was feeling a little off colour,
he could not be bothered to tackle all the cables of the
day and simply threw a few of them into the waste
paper basket. Needless to say he was not one of the
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trumps.
A General Outlook.
No great fortunes will ever be made out of newspapers in Malaya, because the field of opportunity is
strictly limited. A moderate return on capital invested
is all that can be hoped for nowadays in a newspaper or
any other business. Malaya is well supplied with newspapers of a good class. I do not know of any other
English speaking territory which can show a better Press
on a comparative basis i.e. taking into consideration the
field of opportunity. I remember the time when the
Malay Mail published about a column or less of cable
news a day. And I do not think that even the Singapore
papers provided much more. Now cable and wireless
news may run to as much as twelve to fifteen columns a
day., Naturally this vastly increased service involves a
greatly increased cost. And that is only one item in
newspaper expenditure. A very considerable percentage
of earned profits has to be set aside year by year for the
ultimate purchase of new machinery. As a practical
illustration I may mention that the existing plant in the
Malay Mail Office represents the accumulated savings of
a long period of years.
If I had my life over again I should have no desire
whatever to start a daily paper in Malaya or elsewhere.
There are other occupations in life involving less constant worry, anxiety and never ending strain than newspaper control and production.
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CHAPTER

VII.

K U A L A L U M P U R RIOTS.
I N the early nineties occurred what was known as
the Datching Riot in Kuala Lumpur. The authorities
had been busy with people accused of using faulty datchings, and a certain number of these weighing instruments
had been confiscated. This necessitated the purchase of
new datchings from the only shop dealing in this particular line of goods. A quite unwarranted idea got about
that the activities of the authorities were instigated by
the man with new datchings for sale. It was suspected
that a storm was brewing. Suddenly one afternoon
Chinese shop-keepers in the centre of the town put up
their shutters, and all the rikishas disappeared off the
streets as if by magic. Crowds collected in the streets,
near where the Federal Dispensary now stands, and an
attempt was made to sack the shop of the datching dealer.
There was a lot of stone throwing—not to mention a
few bricks. A mere handful of police, by a bayonet
charge, saved the shop from wreckage. The mob dispersed in one spot, only to gather in another.
Some little time later the Resident (J. P. Rodger)
heard about what -was happening. Calling on H . C.
Ridges to accompany him, he at once drove down to
town and into the midst of an angry mob. Ridges stood
up in the dog-cart and harangued the crowd in Chinese
on behalf of the Resident. He warned them that the
Resident would stand no nonsense, and that if they did
not disperse at once the consequences would be very serious. This speech had the desired effect and the trouble
was over,
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The Tauchang Riots.
A much more serious disturbance of the public peace
occurred in Kuala Lumpur and the surrounding villages
at Chinese New Year in 1912. The town was naturally
full of holiday makers, including a number of mining
coolies. The usual gambling in verandahs had been prohibited. The coolie population wandered about the
streets and then by way of amusement started throwing
Chinese sand-crackers into Petaling Street houses.
Knowing of the movement then on foot among certain
sections of the Chinese to discard the queue,* some adventurous spirits among the crowd decided to accelerate the
movement by seizing individuals in the streets and cutting off their queues. If the victims resisted they had a
rough time.
W h a t started as a joke led to serious faction fighting which lasted about a week, involved the calling out
of the Volunteers, and the summoning of contingents of
the Guides from Taiping. Several people were killed
and property was destroyed. For a day or two there
was almost a reign of terror among some of the Chinese
women and children. The following diary made up of
extracts from the Malay Mail for the week ending
Monday, February 26, 1912, will give a general idea
of what actually took place.

TUESDAY FEBRUARY 20—1912.
Boisterous scenes have been witnessed in and around
Kuala Lumpur since Sunday evening among the rikisha
* The severance of the tauchang or queue had a political significance connected with the overthrow of the Manchu dynasty in
China.
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coolies. Similar reports come from other centres.
Several persons have been hurt, but no fatalities are
reported. In Kuala Lumpur the trouble began in Petaling Street, the headquarters of the Reform party.
Hokien pullers wearing tauchangs, coming into the street,
were seized and forcibly taken into barbers' shops, where
their tauchangs were removed. This continued for two
or three hours in spite of the presence of police, who
were overpowered by the vast crowd of Chinese, the
majority of whom were Cantonese. The aggressors
were, it is stated, composed solely of queueless Chinese
and only a portion of them were pullers. During
Sunday morning, it is asserted, quite a considerable
number of pullers had their queues removed and when
their fellow pullers refused to follow suit an organised attack upon them was planned.
Between eight and nine o'clock the police were
strengthened by the arrival of a large contingent from
the Depot on Police Hill and something approaching
order was restored. Stones had been freely thrown and
even bottles, from Petaling Street restaurants, while in
several cases the Chinese arrested, when in the act of
cutting queues by force, were rescued by their friends
from the police. A volley was fired over the heads of
the crowd, which at once became cowed. Several pullers
were dragged to barbers' shops which were found to be
full, but the difficulty was overcome by the use of a
parang.
Attack on Inspector.
A European police Inspector was struck, kicked and
punched while securing a ring leader of a queueless
faction. Order was eventually restored, but a strong
force of police remained on duty in Petaling Street
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throughout the night.
Yesterday (Monday), the venue of the trouble was
changed to Batu Road, the headquarters of the Hokien
and Sinyew rikisha coolies. They refused to turn out,
telling their kepalas that their tauchangs were not safe.
Kuala Lumpur's streets presented an appearance of
emptiness. It was impossible to get a rikisha. Cricketers arriving at the station from outstations had to carry
their bags to the Club or get coolies to carry them. At
this time in Batu Road things were made lively by the
tauchanged pullers attacking the queueless. Any
number of skirmishes took place, some of an ugly nature.
The police drove the men with tauchangs into the houses
and thus allowed the queueless a free passage. It was
noticeable that although the larger proportion of the
aggressors the previous night had not been rikisha pullers, the queued men in Batu road confined their attacks
almost entirely to rikisha coolies.
Mr. W . Cowan (Protector of Chinese) called a
meeting of rikisha towkays at the Selangor Chamber of
Commerce at noon. There was a large attendance.
T h e acting Resident, Mr. E. G. Broadrick,
Mr. W. W . Douglas, Mr. Owen, Secretary to Resident,
and Mr. Cowan drove through the town last night.
Early this morning (Tuesday) a motor bus was
attacked in Batu Road. The windows were broken by
stones and two queueless occupants were pulled off the
bus, which was considerably damaged. The police drove
the attackers into their houses. Rushes were frequent in
Batu Road and Klyne Street throughout the morning,
but nothing of serious moment occurred.
A puller whose queue was cropped by a parang
suffered a severe cut on the back of the neck and had
to be medically attended.
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A Chinese clerk, employed at one of the Kuala
Lumpur banks, was seized on Sunday evening in Petaling Street.
H e resisted the efforts of the queueless, it
is said, and had his arm dislocated.
A Chinese was killed at Kepong on Sunday. His
body was badly mutilated.
At A m p a n g a Chinese was found yesterday lying
dead. Hundreds of cuts had been made on all parts of
his body.
His face and hands were slashed about and
his tauchang had been cropped.
WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 21—1912.
Police Fire on Mob.
At tiffin time the mob in High Street made a determined rush at the police, whom they outnumbered, and
drove towards the town. Cheering Chinese appeared to
swarm from all quarters and there was a great hubbub
until the order was given for buck shot to be fired.
Three Chinese, who were leading the throng, fell shot
through the legs. They were placed at the side of the
road by the police in order that they might not suffer
further injury. One of the men was carried into a kedai
and treated, while another was placed between the railway and the wall nearly opposite Huttenbach's premises.
They were subsequently removed on police ambulances
for medical attention.
Earlier in the morning the crowds had got out of
hand. The premises of Kwong Gee and Co., tailors,
in Java Street were attacked by queueless Chinese.
Stones were thrown through the windows at the front
and at the rear of the shop, an entrance was forced, in
face of a fusillade of flat irons, and a number of rolls
of cloth taken. The raiders found the rolls too big an
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impediment, however, and when chased by Europeans
and Asiatic police they dropped their booty. Two arrests
were made.
Simultaneously trouble was experienced in other
parts of the town and arrests were made in Klyne Street.
The police worked splendidly in the hot sun. Since
Sunday evening they have had practically no sleep.
To-day's events have clearly demonstrated that the
trouble is no longer confined to the rikisha pullers.
Queueless Chinese have attacked each other with fury
and old scores, existing between the different clans, are
said to be now in course of settlement.
The fire brigade, which did good work last night
in Sultan Street, by dispersing a rowdy faction by means
of the hose, were called out to Batu road this afternoon.
Yesterday evening a number of attap huts in Circular
Road were destroyed by fire before the brigade arrived.
Mr. Cowan motored to Kepong yesterday and succeeded
in quelling the disturbances there. A ring-leader was
brought to Kuala Lumpur in the police motor car.
The majority of the Chinese shops are closed and
business is practically at a standstill all over Kuala
Lumpur, as far as Chinese are concerned. In Batu road
the police have obtained a supply of food for the besieged. To-day Chinese under escort were to be seen
carrying bags of rice to the house doors and there
weighing and selling. A smart watch is being maintained at the railway station in order to prevent a possible
supply of arms to the Chinese.
Previous to the police firing on the crowd in High
Street a determined attempt was made to fire some shops
in Klyne Street. The attacking party had kerosene oil
in their possession and were about to set light to the
door of a shop, when the Indian police dashed up and
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beat the mob off with their muskets. A Cabul watchman
was accidentally struck on the thigh and badly injured.
THURSDAY FEBRUARY 22—1912.

Attack on Police Station.
A desperate attempt was made yesterday afternoon
(Wednesday) by the mob to rush the Central Police
Station in Sultan Street, Kuala Lumpur, and but for
the prompt action of the Inspector-in-charge, who by
means of a "double" reached the station first, there is
little doubt that the mob, would have achieved their
object—the release of the men in the police station
cells.
Carrying two Hags, the Revolution flag and the new
Chinese flag, a thousand men came marching up Petaling
Street from the direction of the Selangor Chamber of
Commerce.
On seeing the police they advanced at a
trot. The leader, who carried the blue and white flag,
was told by the Inspector to fall back. His answer was
a shout to his comrades to rush. The small band of
police were hopelessly outnumbered and immediately fell
back on the Central Police Station in Sultan Street.
Encouraged, the mob dashed in the same direction and
the ringleader, when a halt of the police force was
called, ran towards the Inspector and made a blow at
his head with the flag pole. This the Inspector warded
off and promptly laid the man low by means of a stick.
This greatly incensed the crowd and stones, bottles, tins
and water were hurled at the police from all quarters,
particularly from the windows of houses.
Then came a dramatic incident.
A revolver was
fired at the police from an open window, the bullet striking the ground. The mob, who had evidently awaited
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some such decisive signal, shouted and charged the
police. The order to fire was given immediately by a
sergeant and several men in the mob were hit.
The
flag fell and a hasty retreat was beaten.
All round
the police cells at the station, police were stationed with
fixed bayonets, but the mob did not return. The ringleader, it is stated, was shot.
Further firing took place in different parts of Kuala
Lumpur during the afternoon, and by five o'clock order
had been restored.
Eleven Chinese were shot and a Bengali police
constable.
The latter received buck shot in the foot,
but was not seriously injured. Three Chinese have died
at the General Hospital and eleven are still under treatment.
Volunteers Called Out.
There was an excellent response to the summons
issued to Volunteers, and men of the M.S.V.R. turned
up about 130 strong, many coming in from outstations
in cars and on motor cycles. It rained rather heavily,
but intermittently, some time previously to their formation at the Armoury—at 6 o'clock—under Lieut.-Colonel
A. B. Hubback. Heavy clouds threatened uncomfortable conditions for the night's patrols. The men formed
up quickly, and were served with ball. Lt-Col. Hubback was in command and other officers on duty were
Lieuts. Mills, Ash, second Lieuts. Howard, Gerrard,
and Tyte and Sergt.-Major Laing, the honorary Chaplain, Rev. P. G. Graham, and the honorary Surgeon,
Dr. Travers. 130 men were on parade.
They came
from all parts of Selangor including Klang, Kapar,
Kuala Kubu, Kajang, Kent and Carey Island.
Nine
of the twelve Europeans on Carey Island attended the
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parade. One man came from Kuala Kangsar.
The
assembly took place at six o'clock at head-quarters and
two companies were formed, one marching to Batu
Road under the command of Lieut. Mills and Lieut. Gerrard and the other to Petaling Street under Lt.-Col. Hubback.
They were not called upon, however, to deal with
any serious disturbances.
Many rumours were afloat
in town as to the movements and designs of the mob.
Three hundred armed men were positively stated to be
marching from Pudu at nine o'clock, but they failed to
arrive within the town boundaries; Sungei Besi was said
to have fallen into the hands of Chinese and Volunteers
were actually sent there only to return and report the
place quiet and in no danger. There had, however, been
some rioting there, and a number of rikishas destroyed,
but the police had fired and dispersed the crowd. One
man, it is stated, was killed.
The Volunteers were dismissed at the armoury
at six o'clock this morning when the Resident,
Mr. E. G. Broadrick, on behalf of the Government
thanked the men for the services they had rendered, and
expressed pleasure at seeing such a representative
parade.
Troops Arrive from Perak.
About 11 o'clock a special train steamed into Kuala
Lumpur Station bringing 125 of the Guides (under Capt.
Prince) from Taiping, a smart, workmanlike body who
detrained very rapidly and formed up in a few seconds,
They swung off down the Damansara Road and proceeded to the vicinity of the Town Hall, where
Mr Douglas soon put in an appearance. They found
things still quiet. This morning they relieved the police
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and Volunteers in various parts of the town.
Chiefly we believe, owing to harrowing tales
brought from Ampang, many Chinese women and
children were removed from their houses on the Ampang
and Batu Roads yesterday. Some of Mr. Loke Yew's
household were moved from his house on the Batu Road
to Sultan Street and the women and children of two
Chinese families sought refuge at the house of a
European on Weld's Hill. Mr. Chan Sow Lin's engineering works also became a refuge for women and
children.
In the case of one family living on the
Ampang Road an old grandfather refused to be moved.
"Get the women and children away," said the veteran,
"I am an old man and they can kill me if they
want to."
Mr. Kia Peng was one of the few English-speaking
towkays in evidence yesterday. He drove his car about
the streets. Mr. Hap Loong Hin was another towkay
who was seen about on Monday and Tuesday trying
to assist in restoring order.
Mr. Ferrers was one of the few people who essayed
to get about the town yesterday in a rikisha—and later
on there was, it is stated, an attempt to raid his office.
The shutting up of European shops, at a time when
the Chinese close up from fright, sets a bad example;
but managers are obliged to do so lest they be held
responsible for damage or loss. On an occasion like
this the Government might reasonably guarantee them
against any such loss or damage.
Many people are asking the question "Is our Police
Force of sufficient strength to meet emergencies like
the present one and, if not, would it be worth while
to establish a Police Reserve?"
Our Chinese friends tell us that the calling out of
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the Volunteers was appreciated by the law-abiding
Chinese. The moral effect was certainly good.
Trouble Entirely Chinese.
Several Chinese clerks managed to get about
yesterday in disturbed localities by declaring that they
were Eurasians who only spoke English. The number
of so called "Sanitary Board Inspectors" about the
town would have delighted the heart of our enthusiastic
municipal authorities if they had all been genuine ! A
popular medical officer attached to the M.S.V.R. very
thoughtfully visited the outposts last night with a
supply of sandwiches and cherry brandy, a little attention which was much appreciated. Mrs. Hubback and
Mrs. Gerrard were at headquarters all night superintending the preparation of soup, etc., for the Volunteers.
There was a big fight at one of Loke Yew's mines
at Ampang on Tuesday.
A crowd of the queueless
arrived to demand that all the mining coolies should
discard their tauchangs. The queueless were driven
off but later on returned in larger numbers and a
general action took place.
About a dozen men were
wounded, a kongsi was burnt down and one man is
reported as dead.
A large number of sticks were brought into the
town yesterday by Chinese, but practically all the
disturbers of the peace so far have been unarmed coolies
who rely on stones or fists when attacking their fellowcountrymen.
At noon the Commissioner of Police and the Chairman of the Sanitary Board, Mr. F. W. Douglas, visited
shops that were closed in Petaling Street and ordered
them to open their doors. The majority of the shops
opened last night, including gaming farms, following
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a meeting held at the Chinese Protectorate at half past
four yesterday afternoon.
The Chief Secretary, Mr. E. L. Brockman, who
it is understood, has been officially acquainted with
events as they occurred, is due to arrive in Kuala Lumpur this evening by the mail train from Kuala Kangsar.
Fifty Europeans assembled at the headquarters of
the M.S.V.R. camp last evening and applied for the
use of arms. They were not supplied in view of the
presence of the Volunteers.
Although every effort has been made to induce
them to turn out, practically no rikishas were on Kuala
Lumpur's streets to-day.
Many dhobies in the Batu
Road district have refused to take Europeans' clothes
this week; they say the clothes would be stolen.
The number of Chinese arrested since Sunday
evening in connection with the disturbances is nearly
50. Those given bail on Sunday surrendered yesterday,
and were sent to Pudu gaol to await their trial.
A
batch will be brought before the Magistrate to-morrow
and the remainder on Saturday. Yesterday Mr. Daly
sat at the Central Police Station in order that the police
concerned in the various cases might be at hand if
required for street duty.
When a European Inspector entered 94 Batu Road
yesterday afternoon to quell a disturbance, an explosion
occurred. A Chinese, who was in the act of lighting some
article, was seen to stagger. His face, chest, stomach
and thigh were badly burnt.
He was removed to
hospital.
Mr. Owen, the Secretary to Resident, has a reputation for pluck handed down from the old troublous
days in Pahang. It is not surprising therefore to hear
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that he went out alorfe to Ampang yesterday to get
first hand information about the trouble there.
When people were smashing up rikishas in Sultan
Street on Tuesday, no police were present, but there
were plenty in the adjoining Petaling Street. When
asked why they did not stop the wrecking going on in
Sultan Street the reply was that they could not move
without orders. It is to be hoped that any non-com. or
private who acted on his own initiative in the interests of
public order will not be overlooked for early promotion.
Some people are suggesting that the present
disturbances show the need of a Chinese Advisory
Board consisting of representatives of the different
Chinese races living here.
A quarterly meeting of
such a Board in the Resident's Office would certainly
keep the Government in better touch with the Chinese
than is the case at present.
It is wonderful what one resolute man can do with
a crowd.
Yesterday afternoon one of our police
Inspectors cleared out a crowd in Petaling Street without the least trouble.
People are asking why some of the Guides were
not brought down here on Sunday night, instead of
Wednesday night. . The police have had an anxious
time during the past few days and they deserve the
thanks of the community.
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 23—1912.
It is notified elsewhere in this issue that the
Prevention of Crimes Enactment, which compels the
carrying of a lantern after dark, has been put into force
throughout the district.
It was generally known
yesterday afternoon that the authorities had decided to
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adopt this measure, and practically everyone abroad
last night was carrying some form of lantern.
Women Seeking Refuge.
Though the town was quiet, the country between
Ampang and Setapak appears to have been in a disturbed state all yesterday. At about eleven o'clock in the
morning a collection of huts occupied by Cantonese, a
quarter of a mile from the Leper Hospital, was raided
by a band of Hokien coolies from a mine near by. One
of the huts was burned down, 32 pigs perishing in the
flames, a considerable amount of goods were stolen,
and two men injured.
The Cantonese women and
children from the huts took refuge in the Leper Hospital.
Later in the day, some Sikh police visited the
Hokien coolies' kongsi houses, recovered some of the
stolen property, and effected ten arrests.
Last night
the Cantonese women and children were removed from
the Leper Hospital to the District Hospital, where they
were joined by other refugees from the vegetable
gardens in the vicinity. Other Cantonese women and
children sought protection in some shop-houses near the
Federal Home for Women and Girls.
The Hokiens
let it be known that they intended to attack these
refugees after dark, so at 7 o'clock a detachment of
the M.S.V.R. about 30 strong, under Lieut.-Colonel Hubback, occupied the Federal Home for Women and Girls.
The road leading from the Home to the old Volunteer
camp, and the footpath to the rifle range, the only two
avenues of approach, were guarded, but no attack was
made. At 12 o'clock Colonel Hubback took a patrol by
motor bus to Setapak and afterwards examined some
Hokien kongsis.
The inmates were awaiting attacks
by Khehs, In one kongsi a dead man was found who,
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the Hokiens said, had been murdered by Khehs. The
patrol returned to the Home about 2.30 a.m.
The
detachment of the M.S.Y.R. returned to Kuala Lumpur
in a motor bus and motor cars at 7 o'clock this morning. The Klang and Batu Caves sections of the Volunteers may be called out to-night.
A Chinese woman is reported to have been wounded
by a stray shot on the Ampang or Batu Road, and a
woman returning from market is said to have been
attacked and beaten with sticks.
Men were going about the streets yesterday evening
warning people not to be out after 9 p.m. or they might
get shot. How many people have been killed or seriously injured since Sunday seems to be unknown, but
the total already must be sufficiently alarming to the
authorities responsible for the protection of human
life.
A few rikishas were about in the Petaling Street
quarter yesterday evening, but the great majority of
pullers are still idle.
Considering the risk they run,
especially if wearing tauchangs, this is not to be
wondered at.
Last Monday night 12 Hokiens were admitted to
the District Hospital suffering from injuries received
in a riot at Ampang. They had had their queues cut
off by force.
Yesterday morning early a Chinese was admitted
to the District Hospital from Batu Road. He had 27
incised wounds on his body and his queue had been
forcibly removed.
An Emergency Committee Meeting of the Selangor
Chamber of Commerce was called for this afternoon to
consider a circular letter from merchants in connection
with the action of the Chinese Protectorate during the
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disturbances.
There is a very plucky Chinese clerk in private
employment in Kuala Lumpur who has refused to cut
off his tauchang, has been twice assaulted, has had
his arm broken or dislocated and still goes about the
streets and visits restaurants in the queueless quarter of
the town.
Although the disturbances originated on the queue
question and although the Batu Road and Malay Street
rikisha pullers still consider this an all important point
and refuse to discard their queues, the main trouble now
seems to be the antagonism between Khehs and Hokiens
and there are further complications probably manufactured by agitators—owing to expressed grievances about
the refusal of permission to gamble in the verandahs
during the Chinese New Year, the high price of opium
and goodness knows what else.
Of the Chinese injured in the rioting 6 have died
in the General Hospital. Twelve are now in the hospital, 10 guarded and 2 unguarded. There is 1 outpatient.
Of those now in the institution one, shot through
the chest, is in a serious condition.
Another Chinese
has a fractured skull. His condition is very serious.
At 12.45 to-day just in front of this office two
Chinese snatched a hand-bag from a fellow-countryman
and bolted down Malay Street.
The man's shouts
drew the attention of the police who gave chase and
succeeded in making one arrest.
A European warder at Pudoh gaol was attacked
while on his way to Kuala Lumpur last night and has
reported the matter to the police.
193

RECORDS AND RECOLLECTIONS

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 24—1912

The situation to-day is considerably improved.
Yesterday afternoon a mass meeting of leading Chinese
of Kuala Lumpur, at the request of Mr. Lee Kong Lam,
was held at the Chamber of Commerce to formulate
measures to suppress the present lawlessness.
There
were about 150 persons present in the hall and a large
number congregated outside.
Messrs. Chan Sow
Lin, M.C. and Lee Kong Lam, M.C, represented the
Cantonese, and Messrs. Ung Ka Tseung and Low Leong
Gan represented the Hokiens.
Mr. Lee Kong Lam
pointed out the object of the meeting and submitted
proposals for consideration.
After harmonious discussion it was resolved to print and circulate notices
instructing the various factions to refrain from creating
further disturbances, as a representative committee was
appointed to settle their grievances according to Chinese
custom.
Mr. Kong Lam offered to subscribe $1,000
towards compensation to the sufferers.
Mr. Tong
Takin was unanimously appointed Hon. Secretary for
the Cantonese and Mr. Khoong Soo Kee for the
Hokiens.
Affair at Ampang.'
There was a serious affray at Ampang yesterday
morning.
On Thursday the Khehs had fired Hokien
huts, and about 9 a.m. yesterday a large body of Hokiens set out to institute reprisals. They had actually
fired two kongsis before information was brought to
Inspector Travers, who, with a force of 20 Sikh policemen, immediately started for the scene of action.
Meanwhile, the Khehs had assembled in force and were
preparing to bear down upon the Hokiens. The posi194
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tion, it will be realised, was a very serious one, and
the Inspector and his men were actively engaged for
several hours before they succeeded in finally dispersing
the rival bodies and thus averting conflict between them.
The police force was stationed on a hill between the
opposite bodies. With, literally, thousands of the coolies
to deal with, strong measures were necessary. On the
combatants advancing and refusing to retire, the police
fired volleys, which caused the advancing mobs to
waver, and followed these up with bayonet charges
which clinched matters and drove them helter-skelter
back to their kongsis. These resolute measures eventually prevailed, though, as stated above, it was several
hours before the coolies finally returned to their kongsis.
It is practically impossible to ascertain the actual number of casualties.
On enquiry at Ampang yesterday
evening our representative learnt from an unofficial
source that two men were known to be killed. These
may or may not include a man whose body, burnt almost
to a cinder, was found in one of the gutted kongsis.
After order had been restored the Inspector went round
the kongsis with his men and brought out about a dozen
wounded, receiving little or no assistance from the
latter's comrades. They were taken to the police station,
and after their wounds had been washed and dressed
they were despatched in carts to the General Hospital,
Kuala Lumpur. There must be more casualties, however, for in various directions near the scene of the
fighting traces of blood were found.
The coolies, of
course, would not take their wounded back to the
kongsis since their presence there would furnish evidence against the whole kongsi.
The heartiest praise
is due to the Inspector for the resolute manner in which
he dealt with the gravest of situations, where anything
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but the strongest of measures must inevitably have led
to disaster, and to his 20 men who behaved admirably
in the most trying circumstances. Both the Inspector
and the men had been on practically continuous duty
since last Sunday, and in view of the known seriousness of the situation at Ampang it seems amazing to
us that reinforcements were not sent out there before.
Some of the M.S.V.R. patrolling in the direction
of Setapak on Thursday night had an experience which
was thrilling at the moment. The patrolling party had
visited a Hokien kongsi, and four of them remained on
guard there, while the others went to search for a Kheh
mob from which the Hokiens expected an attack. They
had been gone about a quarter of an hour when those
who had remained heard shouts and cries followed by
the blowing of whistles.
Their first impression was
that a trap had been laid for the patrol.
Doubling
across very rough country in the direction whence the
noise came, they found the remainder of the patrol at
a Hokien kongsi, whose inmates had at first taken the
patrol for attacking Khehs and were much relieved
when they discovered the identity of their nocturnal
visitors.
An employee of Wolfram (Selangor), Ltd., hit
on an ingenious method of frightening off" disturbers
of the peace. A crowd had collected at Pudu on
Thursday night, and it was thought that an attempt
might be made to rush the police station. By making
the engine at the Company's premises misfire he created
an explosion which effectually scattered the mob.
MONDAY FEBRUARY 26—1912.

There has been no recrudescence of the disturbances
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in Kuala Lumpur, and yesterday the appearance of the
streets indicated a general return of the rikisha pullers
to work. A further detachment of 50 Guides arrived
from Taiping on Saturday night.
There was an affray at Sungei Besi about midday
on Saturday.
A mob attacked a kongsi and its inmates. Mr. A. E. Bailey, who was present, made an
attempt to repress the disturbance, but, being unsuccessful, fired a revolver, and dispersed the crowd.
Two
men were wounded and are now in hospital. Petaling
Street and Batu Road were undisturbed on Saturday
night. It was noticeable that the former thoroughfare
did not present its usual Saturday night aspect.
[My old friend, San Ah Wing, has given me his
personal recollections of these disturbances. He mentions in a note that the Chinese Chamber of Commerce
drew up an exhortation for peace and resumption of
business and had leaflets distributed.
The principal
of the Kwan Seng Girls' School (the late Mr. Chong
Cheok Keng) rendered assistance in this connection.
He anticipated that if men attempted to carry out the
distribution they would be assaulted, so he wisely got
school boys to carry out the work. Some of the leadingCantonese and Hokiens formed a Committee and
arranged to make grants to the families of those killed.
He also mentions that, all told, about a dozen men lost
their lives during the disturbances.—J.H.M.R.J
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The Malay Language and How to
Learn It
P.Y

C.

N.

MAXWELL,

Malayan Civil Service, (Retired.)
A book that should be in the hands of
interested in Malaya

everyone

Press Opinions
"It is neither a grammar nor a dictionary. Nothing like
it has been published before. One has only to glance through
the pages to realise that this valuable, easily read, easy to
understand and most interesting book will carry on the name
of Maxwell in this part of the world for generations."—
Malay Mail.
" Mr. C. N. Maxwell has written a vivid and colourful
treatise on the right spirit in which to learn the language of
this country and his method is a standing reproach to those
of us who confine their knowledge of this most picturesque
tongue to the scant words of everyday use."—The Sunday

Times.
"The method is the thing and as a guide to the right
method—the right start—there is no hook availahle which
will prove so useful and save so much time-waste as
Mr. C. N. Maxwell's " T h e Malay Language and how to
learn it."—The Malaya Tribune.
" T h e importance of a sound knowledge of Malay cannot
he over-estimated.
In the "Malay Language and how to learn it" Mr. Maxwell provides a long-felt want, viz., a text hook that is both
a teacher and a safe guide against erroneous learning."—
The Sunday Gazette.
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H e gives us an easy system of word-building and advice
as to the use of a dictionary.
" I t is a virile, authoritative and very welcome addition
to the rather limited list of books which truly "Malayanised"
folk feel they cannot be without."—The Sunday Times.

" . . .
Both author and publishers are to be congratulated on lifting the study of the language out of the
musty archives of etymology into the living tones and meanings of the present day spoken word."—The Sunday Tribune.
"An Introduction to the Elements of the Malay Language"
is, however, above the heads of beginners who must first
study " T h e Malay Language and H o w tot learn it," which is
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Press Opinions
" T h e collecting of butterflies in the Malay Peninsula
will receive a great impetus from this excellent book. It is
not only a complete handbook of the 800 species of butterflies so far known from the peninsula but opens the door
to t h e fascinating problems of entomology in general, practical and theoretical. W h a t is the significance, for instance,
of the strange fact that of that superb creature Papilio
brookiana there is only one female for every thousand males?
T h e chapters on variation, mimicry. Mendelism and heredity
give a clear introduction to philosophical biology.
The
chapters on t h e collecting and preservation of specimens in
the tropics will be of value to all who have to cope with
rainy seasons.
T h e book is attractively got up and well
printed. It reflects great credit upon the resources of Kuala
L u m p u r . " — T h e Times Literary Supplement, April 19, 1934.
" . . . A work on Malayan Butterflies, which is comprehensive in, scope, and is amply and admirably illustrated,
besides being very cheap and hand}-, meets a long felt need."
— P r o f e s s o r Williamson in The Times of Malaya.
" . . . T h i s excellently bound and illustrated work is
all that the A m a t e u r Naturalist needs."—The Sunday Tribune.
" . . . .
A more comprehensive work in so compact a
form it would be h a r d to conceive."—The Malay Mail.
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Malaya" will interest all those who have an interest in
Malaya.

Press Opinions
" . . .
Although only a simple traveller's yarn, the
hook contains many shrewd comments on life in Malaya and
elsewhere.—The Malay Mail.
" . . . All our current problems—political, social,
educational—are brought into the picture at one time o r another, and some of the views expressed on them are worth
reading."—Roda.
" . . . Mr. Sidney describes the journey very vividly
and conjures up alluringly picturesque scenes. His characters
occasionally draw on their own experiences to give us a
series of tabloid tales interspersed with observations, shrewd
and otherwise, on Malayan affairs."—The Sunday Times.
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