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A SKETCH OF THE ISLAND OF BORNEO,
By the late Dr. Leyden.

THE great island of Borneo stretches
from the fourth degree of south latitude
to the eighth of north latitude, and from
the one hundred and fiftieth to the one
liundred and fifty-eighth degree of longi-

tude, being about seven hundred nules'

in length, and five hundred in breadth ;
it lies almost in sight of Java. The
shores of the ialund are generally covered
with mud banks ; the coasts are low and
marshy, with smail hills generally cover-
¢d with wood. The centre swells with
rﬁnges of huge mountains, which are com-
monly denowinated the chrystal moun-
taine, from the chrystalline stoues found
there, and these are said to run in a
north aud sodth direction. At the foot
of these mountains lies a large inland lake,
which is terme.l 4 sea by the Dutch, and
which is réported to be larger than the
Inke of Maniila. From this lake sprung
dll the considerable rivers in Borneo,
which are said to be more than & hun-
dred in number. The. island of Borneo,
though uncommmonly rich in gold, dia-
monds, camphor, and other valuable pro-
ductions, and very fertile in the interior,
yet, from the indolence of the inhabitants,
and the want of policy in the small states.
of the cbast, is believed not to produce
rice suficient for its own consumption,
snd has been compelied to depend on Java,
This however, may in A great measwre
have proceeded from the general policy
ddopted by the Dutch.
"The coasts of Boraeo are occupied by
a number of peitty Mahometan states,
none of which are of great antiquity.
The original population of these is a mix-
tdre of Maluy; Javanese, Bugls, and Macas-
sar¥, but a smal-untnber of ‘Arabs, and
A vety conniderable number of Chinese,
#re always to ‘be found in them. * The In-
ferior of Borneo 1s chiefly occtpied by the
pemetous’ rade agricultural tribes of &
peope tervetl. Dayak, very few of whom'
heveeinbraded the Moslem retigion. The
religion of the Dayak iy little understood,
thoughr some of thedr wiages have attratt-
of brice fotr thelr singolarity. In-
routf pladed’of tife telavith,’ thie possensiony
of the Dikynit ekteitd qiite-to e shore)
Am JO“M-—NO- qu

89 00 a cousiderable part of the eastern
coast, within the Straits -of Macassar.
There are considerable settlements of the
Chinese along almost all the principal ri-
vers of Borneo in the interior, and it is
said that in sowe places they have at-
fempted to ncqulre a species of imde.
peudence.

The lofty mountains, ranged on the
centre of Borneo, are represented as og-
cupicd by a people named Punams; in the
very rudest stage of savage life..

Of the Muritime Districts of Borneo.

“The maritime statés are chiefly the fol-
lowing :—1st, Borneo "Proper—2d, Cotl
—3d, Passir—4th, Banjer Massin—5th,
Maften—6th, Pontisns7th; Sambis.

1at. Borneo, properly ptohounced BorncH
or Bronch, 1s geuerally reckoned a staté
of some antiquity, and I8 alluded to ih -
the annaly of legends of Mnlacea, a8 &
proud independent state, by no means
disposed to admnit the soverelgnty of atiy
other kingdom. The inhabitants refer
their origin to a traditionary emigration
from Ishione, but are ignorunt of-their
own history, according to every accdunt.
Dalrymple, in his * Essays on the Soolos,”
published in the firat volume of the Orien-
Repertory, afleges, that the Borneyan
empire not only extended over that island,
but also over Suki awd Phlllipine in an-
clent times. I have been able to discover
no traces of such dominjon, and Dalryin«
ple himaelf gives a list of the sovereigmt
of Borneo at Sulu, and which only recited
six names before that of the reigning wod
vereigh. Thus— .

lat, Meraham . Zumbang Derumput-—
24, De Pulow—3d, Bougro-~4th, Abdul
—5th, Husglin, or De-lubas—6th,  Di
Bornel, or Appang—nh Depertuan Seef-
ed-din the reigning prince:

Borneo, however, has same features of
an ancient state, one of.which is the
high veneration for the authority of the
prince, which is found in 3l! ancient Ma-
Tay states, but among. very few of those
of late ofigin, The Saltan accordingly
maintains a higher degree of agate #han

the grénter part of Malay princes,”

Vor. IL. SN
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The dominions of Borneo Proper are
bounded on the west by the territorics of
Sambas, and on the east by the Malladen
and other districts nominally subject to
the Sulus. The state of Borneo conse-

quently occupies the moat northerly dis- -

tricts of the island of Borneo. Between
Sambas and Borneo are situated a variety
of small towns, such as Serawa, the pira-
tical chief of which lately cut off the ship
Commerce, Klakka and Mokka, the chiefs
of which are denominated Pangerans,
Scribas and Palo.

The government of Boraeo is conduct-
ed, according to Mr. J. Jesse, by the Sul-
tan and a council of his principal officers,
éonsisting of the Bendhahanan, the De-
gadong or chief of the household, the
Zemangung, the Pa-muncha or adminis-
trator, and the SAzbender. The law of
the land is the wndang undang Borneh,
which is said to be of some antiquity.

The river of Borneo is represented as
pavigable for a considerable way above
the town for ships of great burthen, but
it is very narrow, and land locked at the
mouth, where it is almost a quarter of a
mile broad. ‘The town of Borneo is built
on .posts on a marsh, and in the time of
Valentine consisted of nearly four thou-
sand houses; it occupied both sides of
the river, and Is sitnated about ten miles
from the mouth of it. The productions of
Borueo capable of export, are gold dust,
pearls, wax, birds’-nests, camphor, rice,
and the general imports are tin, piece
goods, and most of the products of Java.
Borneo Proper is one of the states on the
{sland which grows rice sufficient for its
own consamption. The camphor of Bor-
neo is the best in the world, and the next
to it in point of quality is that of Baros,
in Sumatra. The Borneo camphor does
not exceed the annual quantity of thirty-
five peculs of one hundred and twenty-five
1bs. which ‘costs about three thousand
two hnndred rix-dollars. The camphor
of Somatra amounts to aboat twenty pe-
culs, costing two thousand two hundred
rix-dollars. A species of camphoris pro-
duced in Japan, from the leaves of a kind
of laprel, which ¢osts about fifty rix-dol-
lars per pecul

The cultivation of pepper was introduc-
ed into Borneo by the Chinese, hetween
forty and fifty years ago. When Mr. Jesse,
§n 1774, the period of the original set.
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tlement of Balambangan, stipulated by
treaty for the exclusive trade of pepper at
Borneo, he found that not more than four
thousand peculs were produced, and this
cost about seventeen Spanish dollars per
pecul. I understand that the country
still produces pepper equal at least to this
specified quantity.

The trade between Borneo and the Chi-
nese port Amoy, is very considerable.
According to Forster, there were seven
junks at Borneo in 1775. The returm
cargoes procured by the Chinese are chief-
1y camphor, sea slug, tortoise shell, birds®
nests, clove bark, dammar-resin, a spe-
cies of black wood, which the Chinese
work up into furniture, wax, agal-agal,
a species of sea weed which yields a gum’
or glue, sandal wood, rattans, and varis
ous barks used in dyeing. i

The English were long in the habit of
dealing at Borneo in plece-goods to a
small extent, taking their returns in pep-
per and gold dust; lately, however, the
inhabitants lmve a bad name, and are,
probably at present little acquainted with
Eurcdpeans, Little intercourse and much’
jealousy subsisted between Borneo Pro-
per and our last settlement of Balanbang-
gan, and since that settlement was abane
doued, they have certainly been occasion~
ally guilty of piratical practices,

The Malay population of Borneo Proper
is distinguished for its baughtiness and
indolence. They are not, however, devoid
of some arts, particularly that of casting
brass cannon, in which they are skilful;
this is also practised at Palembang.

The period of the introduction of Islam
into Borneo is not known, but it appears
from the accounts of the Portuguese, that
it was previois to 1530, '

Of the Districts in Borneo between BWo
neo Proper and Cati,

The distrlcts on the N.E. of Bomeo
are Pappal, Maluda, Mangedara, and
Tirut, tbe greatest part of which, on the,
sea coaat, especially some time ago, were
under the influence of Sula. When we
received the cession of Balambanggun from
the Sulus, they were supposed to have
ceded the English the whole of their ine
fluence in this district.

Pappal.—The district of Pappal lleud-
Jacent to the dominions of Borneo Proper,
from which it is divided by the river of
Ki-manls, The soil of the copatzy e

>
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reckoned fertile, but lies generally uncul-
tivated along the shore; It is full of state-
ly trees, and the savanahs abound in the
species of hlack cattle termed lpang,
and deer.

The productions of the coast are sago,
rice, beetle-nut, cocoa nut oil, camptior,
wax, with a smail quantity of pepper and
cinnamon. On the river Ki-maais, the
jnhabitauts are termed Ida-an by Dal-
ryraple, which I consider as ouly another
name for Dyak, and these were formerly
accustomed to trade to Java In their own
proas.  The rivers of Pamgalet and Pap-
PAal are inhabited by Malays, ns are like.
wise the districts of La-battyan, Is-nam-
nam, Manyatal, Patatan, and Kynarut.
The river Manjeabung is inhahited by
Malays, but the river is not fit for navi-
gation. The river Tavaran is reckouned
navigable for boats as far as the central
lake of Kiliibaliu ; it Is inbabited by Ida-
ana with a amall colony of Chinese Abai;
has a harbour aheltered from the westerly
winds ; its river, with those of Tampasak,
Lubak, and Ambung, together with Sala-
man aud Pandasang, are inhablted by
Malays. The river of Tampasak is also
rcpresented to come from the central lake
of Kluibalu, After these come the rivers
of Lu and Tabaluhan, inhabited by ths
1da-ans ; Tampasak consists of about two
hundred houses. Tampasak and Tarra-
wan rivers may be regarded as the north-
ern entrances into the great lake of Kini-
balu, which, according to every account,
must be above one hundred miies in cir-
cumference, and certalnly communicates
by meana of one of its rivers with Banyar-
Maasing ; 1ts waters are represented as
whitish, and In some places it 1s said to
be ouly from five to aix fathoms in depth.
Malladu comprehends the northern end

of Boruco. It abounds in grain and pro-
visions, and is reckoned well peopled in
the nterior by the lda-ans. 1thasadeep
bay, on the west side of which is situated
the town and harbour of Barkoku. On
the east side of the bay there are pearl
banks. This deep bay is sald to approach
to within thirty and forty mfles of the
lake Kinl Bali, and the mountain Kiou
Bulu appears rising abruptly to a stupen-
dous height on the west side, while on
the east it slopes graduwally down to the
low {ands of Sandakan. The commodi-

Ues whish Malludu produces are nearly

A Sketck of the Liland of Borneo.
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the same as Borneo Proper. The power.
ful tribes of the Idaan or Dayak, who oce
cupy the country around the great lake,
and have a sovereign of their own, who
is not dependant on the Malays, are re-
prescated as averse to commerce. This,
however, 13 probably a misreprescutation,
as they certainly have a communication
with Banyar Massing. Malludu abounds
particularly in rattans and clove-bark, but
its pearls are not of so fine a water us the
Salu pearl,

Manggi-dara is the most easterly dis-
trict of Borneo, and extends ltself to-
wards the Sulu Islauds in a long narrow
point named Unsing. Here the Spaniards
formerly had a settlement, which they re-
linquished to the Sulus, but the woods
still abound in cattle, the breed of which
was Jeft by them. The eastern part of
Unsang likewise abounds in wild ele-
phants, which are said to be found on no
other part of Borneo.

Manggi-dara produces gold, bird's-
nests, wax, dammer, and the species of
red-wood named hacka, with some cam-
phor. Considerable quautlties of sen slug
and tortoise-shell, may likewise be pro-
cured from the numerous shoals, rocks,
and inlets along the coast.

Paitan, the name of a river and bay,
produces a considerable quantity of clove
bark, hut the coast is very shoaly and
foul, as are the bays of Lubuk and Sugut.
The river of Sugut descends from the
Iake of Kini-batu ; east of Lubuk lies the
island of Bahela-tulls, which forms the
entrance of the bay of Sandakar, which
{s about five leagues deep, and has three
harbours, that of Buli-luko in the west,
Segalihut on the south-west, and Damen-
dung on the south. The bay of Sandakar
aboands {n large and small timber, stones,
lime for building, and has plenty of wa-
ter. ‘The Sulus have a settiement on the
small island of Lubak-can, wheace they
carry ou a trade with the laterior of Bor-
neo. Great abundance of sea alug and
agar, or eagle wood, is procured in this
vicioity. The promoutory of Unsang,
which is by no means well exhibited, tere
minates in a biuff poine, st the north-east
part of which is a ymall isiand named
Tambisan ; between Sandakan awd Tam-
bisan are at least thirty large ri;en. all
of which, cxcopt Mariack, are brauches
of the gooat river Kinalantangam, which

SN2
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descends from the lake of Kini-balu. The
‘most considerable of all these are the
most westerly, especially Towsom-Abal,
ot the meeting of waters, so called from
“being the conflux of several large streams.
The bar of this river is shallow, but the
coast i8 clear of banks. The north coast
of Unsang has many bays, but none shel-
tered against westerly winds. The har-
Vours of Towsam Duyor and Marinuayong,
however, deserve to be mentioned ; on
the south ceast of Unsang ure the rivers
and bays of Sibait Tunken Malaburg, Ba-
hatu and Saturung, which are’ all small.
Much sea-slug, however, is procured on
this coast. The bay of Jeong is very
large, and contains several islands and
shoals, and on the hills around are seve-
ral caves which produce bird’s-nests.
From Jeong to the river Tawar, the coun-
try is broken by creeks and rivers into nu-

merous jnlets.

‘Tiruu, or Tedong, is the colnmon name
of a large district on the east of Borneo,
‘which has never heen much frequented by
European shipping. The coast of Tiruh
js in general a low swamp, overgrown
with mangroves, inhabited by a savage
people, addicted to piracy, and named
QOrang Tedong, or Tirun, who have never
embraced the religion of Islam. They
are.probably, like the Ida.ans, a tribe of
Dayak. Dalrymple observes in his Ori-
ensal Report, vol. i, page 552, that the
Tirm and the Ida-an lpnguages are equal-

Account of Feals of Sirength, &c. in Hindostan.
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ly foreign to the Sulu and each other.
"The matter, however, has never beet
properly investigated. The mountains of
the Ida-ans are at a greater distance to-
wards the futerior. The Tirun country
produces a much greater quantity of bird®s
nests than alt other regions of the east.
The whole country is eovered with sago
trees, which afford the chief subsistence
of the inhabitants., The rivers are nume-
rous, large, and navigable. Besides sago
aud bird’s-nests, the chief product of the
country are gold, wax, honey, canes, rat-
tans,’ mats, red slug, and a species of
gulga and bezoar. Some say it algo pro-
‘duges saltpetre. 'The Subocu is its nerth-
ern boundary, and is said to have thirty
campongs on its banks, and about one
thousand people, and to produce about
forty peculs of bird’s-nests, and one hun-
dred of wax, besides sago, honey, canes,
rattans, and mats. 'This river is large,
but there are shoals at the entrance.
Sambugung is a smaller river, which pro-
duces ju its envirous about twenty peculs
of bird’s-nests. The river Lidong, or
Lilidong is large, -and its district popu-
lous, being - estimated by the Sulus to
vontain ten thousand nbabitasts. It
produces about twenty-five peculs of
bird’s nests. The bay of Salawang or
Sicatae produces about one hundred pe-
culs of blackbird’s-pests,

(To be continued

AN ACCOUNT OF FEATS OF STRENGTH, ACTIVITY,
AND LEGERDEMAIN, IN HINDOSTAN.

(Concluded from.page 361.)

Rope-DANCING.

A comman rope is stretched upon two
pair of crossed spars, about twenty feet
distant, aud fourteen feet from the grouud,
A man piles six water-puts upon his head,
and, thus accqutred, ascends the rope by
means of the spars, or of a slopigg cord on
the outside of them ; the rope is not
quite tight, but left with a slack of about
three feet.; he then with a halaacepolein
his hand, walks backwards ani : fareand,

and swiags-the. rope to its- mgnt witheat
ltmng & aingle pot fall.

The same person mounts agkin wpoa
lhorone,mhhmmrmalllp—

perx, and the aother fn a round and flat
brass pan, about one thjrd of which is
cut off, Thus upcommodiously shod, he
moves along the rope ; first ghoving the
slippered foot onward, and .thep sliding
the pan, by means of ﬂw rim, and aided
by -his right foot, close alopg the lefy
heel, angle, and.slipper, til) the right foos
gews foremost ; snd so alteraately ope
wards, and again hackwards, till the.feas
he completed.

To cencinde; he fixes crooked stilts
8pon -his Jegs, made of buffalp hore, bens
in fuwardly nearly six faghes. Fhéee jo-
sumbranocs aee:n0 impediment, ROWEYSTy
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by which, as a scholar and a man of bu-
singess, he had prepared his mind both for
action aud for happiness, Besides his
perfect knowledge of Oriental junguages,
he was as fumiliar with Prench and Spa-
nish as with his native tongue. He way
in habjts of confidence and intimacy with
the Duke of Wellington, Sir Heory Wel-
lesley, Sir Charles Stuart, the late Duke
of Portland, Connt Woronzow, and many
other eminent characters in various parts
of Europe. But his most fortunate ac-
* quisition was the steady friendship aud
patronage of Lord Wellesley, who frst
introduced him into public life. Nor
was this connection less honourable than
it was useful to Mr. Sydenham, who was
& total stranger to the noble Marquess ;
but, like several other mnen of wortl and
talent, whose conduct has done credit to
the discrimination of that nobleman, be
was brotght forward by him for his cha-
racter alone, and because he had mo fn-
‘Serest nor patron but his personal merft.
“The favourablé sentimentsthus excited by
his-lordship’s official knowledge of M.
Sydenbam’s qualifications, graduafly ri

6
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pened into feelings of the warmest at-
tachment and regard, which were mami-
fested on pumberless occasions, but ae-
ver in a manner 0 kind or yratefal as
during his last fatal iliness. ‘The patience
and cheerfulness of temper exhibited:by
the subject of the present mamoir, wey
be judged of by the: fact, that whem pe-.
rishing wnder the last stage of anasres;
and a prey to alsost hourly.pengs ofsuf.
focation, he.enjoyed the charms of msa.
sic and society to within a few houtrs.of
his dissolation. ‘The night before he ex-~
pired be had a concert in his roops4iend
ou his friends taking leave of hiwa,. he
fell into.a tranqmil slumhn fnom: whiak
he never awoke. oo

He died at Geneva on the 28th Avgust,
in the thirty-seventh year of his age

Mr. bydenhun bas left behind | hmml
elder brather, who is Cowmissionss. ef
Excisey one youngsr in [adin (Gapts
8ydenbam), . political agent. &t Aurunghy
had: apd a sister, Mrs. Rew, wife, of
Col,.Ross, of the 75th Wt. uaw, ig
te Jonian Isles, . wt

aa,v?
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(Co»tmuedjron paga 486.)

" BALANGAN ‘or Bdrunyan, is a.campong
61 some consequence, situated on a large
fiver of that name. It was formerly sub-
Ject 1o Passir, but at present.it is sald to
Bhve a chlef of Its own; It produces 1
great gunnmy of gold, and also earth oil,

Barow, or Barong, is an lndependent

dtate, goVemed by its owu sultan, and pro-
duces a great number of birds’-nests, and
other Tiryn pmducts, such as wax and
sea slugs. ‘Thiscountry has a consider-
able trade In cocoanuts with Tualin
Ceie\)cs. ‘The yiver s situated in the bot-
fom of a decp bay. 'The small state of
" Kuran‘ls said to lle on the same river as
i!arow. It is likewise governed by a chief,
who assumés the title of suitan, apd who
i8 frequently at enmity with the sultan of
Barow, though the subjecta of both dre
" chidfy Orapg Tedong. About the youy
1770, accordimg to Forster, while these
two pﬂuu- were o mr, ons of thq

ealled the Sulus to bis W The
Sulms seized the opportanity of. mlkh
both princes his prisoners, .aud. ufter ne
vaging the country, carried them bath .tp
Bulu, where they wers released on coundle
tion of becoming tributary to Sulys, aed
eonfining thejr trade to that natiom
Dalrymple asserts Barow ta he in.allianos
with Sulu, abd Kurag as tribuary, sq. it
South of Barow lies Talisyar, an inamse-
siderable campong ; beyond shat, .4 ooms
niderable place, named Dugasring-by, el
rymple, but by Radermashor, Dommiag
the Datoo of which lia tha title, of Regi-
sua,  To the south of this Livs Spmugwi,
which is ynder 3 datop Twaengang: snd
beyond that the river of Topsasdumion o
Tupedarian, the Mﬂa of whisk
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south of Samuasti, and between them are
a aember of towns'and villages, thenames
of which are not generally known, even to
the ‘eastern tradets; The town of Cotf
s sivvased about ity miles up the river
ofithal name. The trade and products of
thin eountry art nearly thé same as'at
Botneo' Proper. This town is, since
the :deeline of Puasir, chiefly inhabited
by Bugis treders. The suitdn resided
contidersiiy forther wp the river, with a
few Ninlays, and a great-numbér of Day-
aks, wubject to him. Accordingtn Rader-
macher the sultan of Cott, in 1700, was
nanred - Hagealmed. Aparkdrang is to
she soush of Coti, and iy lHkewise under
the authority of a sultan, who, in ‘1789,
was named Sultan.Thora. This placeis at
present, so insignificant, that 1'bave never
been able to meet with' any trader, whe-
sirer ‘wative: or European, ‘that hid ever
beard of-iti«1 believe, however, thatit lies
beendeen sheriver Montu, awd' the dana
gedee bay of BaMk-papan, souamed be-
causs dimont every boat that eaters it is
Gvesnet by the: strength- of the cufrent,
Between Balik-papan and Pusalr, former:
1y, in the time of Valeatyn, lay a town in-
habited by a very brave and ferocious race
of Dayak, who made use of the most dan-
gerous poisoned bow-arrows, and sumpits
or blow-pipes, with which they on some
gccastons made such havock, that -their
company was termed ¢ the grave of
slave-catchers.”

Passir may be considered as & Bugls co-
lony, foumdéd Yy the atate of ijo jitis
situatéed aBout forty-five miles up the ri-
¥er'of that iame, which lLias two fathoms
whter'dih the bur. The town consisted of
abdut three hundred houses op the north
side, ehiefly occupled by the Bugis, and
the Suitan’d fort 'was on the south side,
Aboht thirty years ago, it carrled on a
very considerable trafic, but has since
thut ‘time been greatly- on.the decline,
$roin- itéstine dlsserftions. The native
produets are gold, ‘bitds’-nests, wax and
Taflan;’ and’ nlmest all the staples of Java
444 ready snle 4dt Passir; the Bugis
withdrew to' Pulu- Laut. The Lnglish
-seat the BiMance to forma fmctory here
ih 1772, but sore clvll commetlond causésl
the'design to-be Nbindoricd ; both Pussir
-aud Cotti were In ancient times cotiguer-
oXby We:Muetisirs; Whey entered fato
Wienod- whi the'Duiih-in 1OES, -
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- §impwnakan, under a smaall chief, who
bas the title of .Pangeran, lies to the
south-west: of Passir, 1 is an imvonsider-
able town with few inhabitauts, with &
little trade, aad-producing only fur maty
and Lirds’-nests. Valeutyn, in his time,
states the campoags between Pnasir and
Pualu Laut as follows ; Pagsir Brava, @f-
teen miles from Pussir, then comes Pae
matan, Apper Pamukan, Capus, Catap-
pa and Camla.

Puln Laut is simost forty miles in ity
grenteat length, and twentyin Lreadth
and i principal iohabitants, at present,
are of Bugis extraction.

Bawjar-Massing,

"Babjar Massing is the chicf state on the
sauth ride of the island of Borneo, and
was till very lately reckoned the most
powerful on the islaud. It lies on the
river of that pnmne which is of consider-
able size, and risca at a great distavce in
the interior of tbe country. Accordiag
to popular report, It descends from the
great centynl lake of Kini-baln, The
mouth of the river is very shallow, not
exceeding twelve or thirtcen feet in depth,
which compels trading vesseld of any
magnitude to remain in the ofing. Af-
tei phssing the bar, the whter deepens to
six or scven fathoms. The Moslem poe
pulation, abont the year 1720, amounted,
according to Valentyn, to about seven
thousand twe hundred persons y and i
1780, nccording to Radermacher, they
amounted to eight thousand five hundred,
They are a mingled mass of Javinesey
Macassars, Bugis and Malays of Jolore,
Mcnang-kabau and Palainbang, of whom
the Javauesc' may be regarded as the most
numerous, ‘The state was founded by &
fugitive prince of Madura, neacly related

to the Susuhonang, and hence the afféc-
tion of the Javanese titles and mmes of
places, which has always prevailed as
Banjar Massing. Tabanyan, on the east
4ide of the bay, situated on a sranH river,
Is the place where the Dutch vessels are
wont to lie. It is n small campong, con-
tainlng only about two hundred and Ay
souls, In the vicinity of Tabanyan, and
on the S.E. of the river Bavjar, are situs
'ated ! the following campougs ; Moluk,
‘boutalning ‘about two hundred inhablt-
tints ; Blynang, contdlning abbut one hune
‘Hred ; Tambanyan, contaning cighty y and
%Haoﬁg,' containlnd about Afty inhablte

¢C2
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futs, aft of whom' avt’ Moslenys. The
DutcWYort: is sitwated on- the ‘outsideef
thé ool Bavjar-Massing; or Tites, st
S pidce wairiéd Claytig, on' the west side
of theyiver. It wud-of pémtugdnal formr,
SRl fortied with paltsaddes; with: three
" Milrnrids towurds the ¥iver; and-twd to-
waids She'latd. * Banjar is ynder the iin-
Wediate anthority of the sultan's cidest
#0n,- who has the title-of Panyerang Du-
ps. The residence of the sultam was at
Ciye Tangl previous to the year 1771,
wlun it was removed by Sultan Soliman:
Shulid. Allab to .Mertapura, sbout three
duys journey up the river. This is a fine
huntiug stution, as the name seems to in-
dirate; and the sultan and bis court are
uidtobegrently devoted to this amuse-
ment, which they pursue on horseback,
and catch deer with nooses. Large horses
are accordmgly in high requeet at Banjar.
According to Radermacher, the population
of the Moslem campongs on the river
Ban,\ar, in the year 1780, was as follows :
—Cayu Tangi, with two hundred inha-
_bwmu Banjar Massing, or Tatas, two
thousand inhabitants ; Martapura, or Bu-
ml Kinchara, eighteen hundred inhabit-
ants ; ‘Cohin, or old Banjar, one bundred
mhalnta.nts Bekrompi and Lusong, five
hundred mhabltants Pamanki, one hun-
dred inhabitants ; Br.unbang, eighty inha-
hitants; Moera-bahnn, fifty inhabitants;
Sungey-benar, forty inhabitants; Labuang-
mas, sixty inhabitants ; Taping, one hun-
dred inhabitants ; Nagara ﬁve hundred
‘and fifty mhab'umm Benois Ampat,
*alnetyinhabitants ; Calyong Campong, two
‘hundred mﬁmbitanta ; Amontey, five hun-
dred and twenty mhalntants ; Calona, one
hundred and twenty inhabitants; Mana-
‘pang, one buadred and twenty inhabitants,

. The territories of Banjar extend a con-

° siderahle way along shore on the weat

of the river, and alzo towards the inte-
.Flor ; but the great mass of the popula-
-tion are not Moslems, but Dayaks. The
gﬂnmpd districts are the following:—
ibungu contains about.one thousand
~hnm Biajo, or Little Dayak, contains
about fifty campongs, or negiries, with a
, Bumerous population of Dayaks. Biajo,
.9r Great Dayak, contains seven hundred
md thirty four campongs, inhabited by
tl:e most numerous and powerful tribe
of Dayak in the island of Borneo, and
who extend to the centre of the island.

[Dss.
‘The following distriets. are.genwrally de-
pexident on Banjar, but sometinres swert
a dubious soxt of indepundence ; the s~
lems being few ia number,'and the. Day-
aks extremely numerons. - Raderesacivery
in. 1789, gives the-estimmtad Moslem po-
pulation, and mentions the natres-of difs
ferent chiefs.wiho aphear, s0--be Deiyaks.
Maendawai, situated on the-river..of' that
name, contains about two hundred :Mav.
jems, and several thousand Dayais. . The.
chief, in 1780, was Kyai.Ingebai -Sevadi
Rajah, Sampit, situsted:ons mach: largkt
¥iver, contaiys about four hundredMene
lems, besides Dayaks, and theehief wis
Kyai Ingebai 8wdi Ratw. - Pambringy. sk
tuated on & gmaller river, eontains abosg
one hundred and. ity Moslems, .and: the
chief was Radin Jaya. Cota-sintgie, which
is situated on a largeriver, as js atppesed
movre than. one hundred miles: feom she
shore, boats being generally texor twelne
days in reaching it, cemtains :about.six
hundred Mosiems or Malays, with awedy
powerful tribe of Dayak.- The duief is
styled Ratu Cota-ringin, and his-subjectiom
to Banjar is more nqminal thap read. -

- The productions of Banjar are gold, of & -

finer touch, commonly, than that -of Sium-
bas, whichis only sevea tosich, . witeress:
that of Bavjar is often eight or nige; dio-
monds, which-are fine and largs; butvery
dear; ‘birds’-nests of the best wort), 10 the
quantity of about fifty pecols; wax, ‘dve-
gon's blood, bezoar of diffevent:kindsé,
rattans and mats. - They have abundance
of iron, but uo steel, .with the mode of
preparing which, they are unacquainted.
Pepper may be considered the chief saple
commodity of the country. Moast of the
productions of Java,. a8 rice and snger,
salt and opium, find a ready sale at Ban-
jar. Piece-goods and china-wares, espe-
cially porcelain, are in considerable re-
quest. The gold mines of Banjar are said
to lie very near the surface, at the depth
of about three fathems. Those at Kirsan
and Daku, which are very rich, ls in a
red marl ; above the mine there general-
ly lies an mcmstunn, like rattan-woed,
beneath which the gold-dust is found in &
red earth. There is also an ore, nased
Mas-aurong, found in the same mines with
iron-stone pebbles,and sometimes chrystal.

The diamond-mines. of -Banjar are 8i-
tuated amopg the mouptains of the: Bia-
jus, They are, fomnd in  spil-of compon
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black grawel at the serface, and the pits
areeometimes carriod to.the-depth of ten
fathems. The mises are wrought whh
very listle skill, generally wador the su-
perintesrdane of a wative Bisje, who s
termed the Malem: Goldwdust is often
found in the ssme mine with the jiamond.
The Saltas claims s}t dismonds above the
welght of .five earats, but this chaim is go-
nernlly - cveded. -

‘The Emglish 'seem to haye been the first
Earopeun nation: that frequented Banjar-
Masaing fer purposes of trade, unless we
suppose, a3 iy extremely probable, that
they . were preceded by the Portuguese.
Accoxding to Valeutyn, the English be-
gan 10 trade to Basjar in 1609, while he
states shat she Dutch only began to fre-
quant Banjar or Martapara occasionally
abous'1644. About the yewr 1700, the
English-fixred themaelves at Banjar with
ahout: forty Eaglish, and one humdred
Bugis-man, at which time the chief of
Bauajar had the title of Panambahan, and
wasof the family of Sumbava, In the
couree.of the , differences occur-
red bitween' thie Enjiish and the natives,
and the English were suocessful, and
aacked five, of their prineipal campongs,
Banjar, Banjar-Massiag, Cayu-tangi, Ca-

duced their establishment to the English-
men and forty Bugis-men. Hoatilities
agaln ensund in the year 1706, and the
Easkeh were expelied, those who escaped
ing to. Batavia. In. this year,
U&G. the Dutch bagan to trade to Banjar
agam, -aml continved it with some inter-
replion, but without forming a regular
settlemens till 1747 ; after which they
formed. their establishment at Tata, which
oontinued until it was abandoned by Da-
endals.in 1807-8, ubowt the time of the
dealine of the popper-srade.
. dfi. appears that so early as the year
1490, the Portuguese had settied missi-
onaries at Baajar,. and, acconding to
Valentyn, they ecnamesated between
thres and: four thousand converts to.the
Qatholic faith, soon after she commesnce.
ment of the last century.  Of the present
state of thesa Christians I am igno-
rant, .
« WasTarx Coast oF Bernko,

* “The western coast of Borntd, Itke the
exstern, has'for & long timé been broken
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dewn into A variety of small and feeble
states, - In -earlier .times, bowever, it
seoms to have. been chiefly- andex she in-
finones of the two states of Sacadion apd
Sembas, the most ancient and powerful
of which was Sacadins. The Buteh the-
#an to trade to-Sacading- in - 1604, about’
whielr peslod the- pluce possessed: a conal~
devable trade.. I the. year 1609, thay
entered into & treaty with. Sambas, by
which they beund themselves to. support
Sambas.againat Sacedine, and-to abandon
their trade to the latter placo ; the sultem
of Sambas obliging . himself .in hi» varw
to grant the Dutch a monopoly of -the
trade of Sambas, to the exclusion of tbe
Spanmish, Portuguese, Emplish, Freach,
aad other natioms of .Burops: - [». 1628
the Dutch finally nthder fuhry
at Sacadina. .

" Sacadina, according to Valentyn, ‘con-
sisted, about the beginning of list centu-
ry, of about six hundred Kouses, béing &
town similar to Banjar-Massing. At that
period the ‘sultan was reckoned much
richer, but less powcrful than him of
Banjar-Massing, and it was thouglit that
he could not muster above one thousaud
men at arms. His mﬂuence, howc\er,
extended over a gfeat tract of country,
commenciog about the promontory of
Kandu-Waogan off the small. ls1and Qf
Pulu-Maoku, and exténding alon
Pagarun-timong, commonly termed
jong Sambar, to the present town of
Mattan, which lies about forty mxlea to the
south of the ancient Sacadina, and, ueaxly
the same from the mouth of the nver
Mattan.  The ancient Sacadina was &i-

tunted near the mouth of the river of thn.

name, which is navigable by boats for one
hundred and fifty miles into the interior;
of the town, at present, scaréca vesti

remains. About five miles t6 the borth-
ward of Sacadina lies the river Sinipang,
and the modern town of Simpang lies
about twenty miles up the river.  To the
north west of Simpang lie several large
rlvers, which ran up from' the biglit’ ot
Sacadina towards Pontiana,” nearly tngu-
lating the highland of Krimata, or rather
Karimata. From the point of Karimata
lies a chain of islands and rocks, the
principal of which are Panambangan, on
the group ncarcst the shore, and Kari
‘mata and Soorutoo, which trend outside
‘outwards towards Balitan, The islc 'of
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Karimata is inhabited, and prodwees iron -
and .tin: ke Balitan. - About the year-
1600, these: islands were places-of some/
conneghance, and as mmch frequented: by!
the traders of: Sdcadina, as they have
lately beem by.pirutes.and Lawuns., ‘The-
« tervitories of Sacadina extended, in sned--
eat: times t0 the modern. Matitpaws, if:
oot stili farcher north, and ihcjuded the
river of Pontiana, In the time of Va~:
lentyn the interior kingdom' of Landak
waa alsa ;dependent- ou- Sacadina. Lan.’
dak wes, in the mest ancieat times, a de~
pendency on Sukapura' in Java, and, us
Secadina.iteelf. was regarded as a depenx
dency of Bantam, on account-of some an~
cient'claims, the Javanese princes, from
time to time, saserted their pretensions
tp she.whole country of Sacadina, though
generally unable to give either weight or.
colour to their pretensions. After the rise
of Pontiana, however, in 1770, the Sul-
tan of Bantam, lest his influence should
be totally annihilated, consigned over to
the Dutch,” the whole of bis claims on
these territeries for the gum of thirty
thousand Spanish dollars. In 1776, the
Putch formed settlements at Pontiana
and Landak. In 1786, they attacked Sa-
cadina, then gorverned by Rajah Ali, who
had abandoned Rhio or Rhiaw. Sacadina
was, at that time a place of considerable
trade, and though frequented sometimes
by the Dutch vessels, it had long been a
subject of jealousy to thnt nation, from
beipg the principal haunt of the English
apd Freuch traders on the island of Bor-
neo. The Dutch force employed against
Sacadina, consisted of five hundred Euro-
peans and one thousand Javanese, with
two large armed brigs, and a great num-
ber of proas. The Suitan of Pontiana
mtﬂm with them his son, the present
Mnb, with a number of armed Malay
proas, and about four hundred Bugis-
men. Sacadina was sacked and burat,
bet little property selzed, as the inha-
bitants escaped, with the greatest part of
their property, to Mattan. Since that pe-
* rfod Sacadina has never liad any consider-
able trade, nor been resettled to any consi-
derable extent, though favourably situated
for traffie, In & countty which affords all
the commen productions of Borkso, cspe-
clally camphor, benjamin, dragon’s blood,
A3r-whod, and attans, Mastaxis still
Wﬂd bx abuuchof the family of the

Fat
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ancient sultans of Secadiua ; but this’
branch has-been lomg proverbial ‘ for their-
stopidisy.- .The riverof Mattan and the-
texritories- subject-to it, which mill comr-
prehend the greater part of those: witich:

‘beionged s the.ancient Sacmitwa, aréafl:

extremely -well' adupted ‘for tride, amt
excite the capidity oftheir aelghbouvs, e
peciaily Pontisna, . The pressut-Rajdh,
however, though no cruel tyraat, is gesses
rally despised a3 a besotted opium-eater,
who bas neither taste. nor abilitiew: or
stmts affsirs;. The pirates or Leprams,
haowever, who occasionatly baunt Parwm--
bengan, Karimata, and. even :Sacadina,
are not herboured in Muttan, and.the
Bajah is at presest .on. good terms-wdth.
the Sultan of Pontiana. The mostres<
markable circumstance connected ‘with
Mattan is that the Rajahb .possesses.tho
finest and the largest dirmond ix:¢the
world, which has hitherto been. disoo-
vered. This diamond which is said 2o be
of the fineat water, weighs three hondrod
and sixty seven carate. The celebrmed
Pitt diamond only weighs one hundrod.
aud twenty seven cdrats. The Mattn
diamond is shaped -like an egy, witlvan
indented holiow near the smaller end.
It was discovered.as Landak about ndnety
years ago, and though the possession ofis
has occasionsd sumerona wurs, it: has
Leen about eighty years in the possession
of the Mattan family. Many years .age
the governor of Batavia sear s . Mm
Steuvart to ascertain the weight, quality
and value of this diamond, amd. to.ens
deavour to.purchase it, and in this arle-
sion he was accompanied by the preseat
Sultan of Pountiana, After examiaing it;
Mr. Steuvart offered one hundred asd Sfey
thousand dollars for the diamond, the
sum to which he waa limited, and inads
dition to this sum, twe brigs of war-with
their guns and ammunition, together. with
s certain number of great gons,-asd &
guamtity of powder and shot. The.Ra.
jah, however, refused to.deprive hisfas
mily of 80 valanble an hereditary jposses-
sion, to which the Malays attach the mi-
racnlous power of curing all kind of dia-
eases, by means of the. water- in which is
{s dipped, and with which they imagine-
the fortune of the family is connected.
Mampawa, thongh nitusted to .the.
sorth of Pontians, requires our previous

atteutlop, as an ofderstate, wb\dl spryng,
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up between Sacadina and Sambas, and at
Iast heeame independent of either. Mam-
pawa is situated near the mouth of a
small river, and vessels may reach doth

the tawn aud fort with their gons ; belng’

greatly resorted to by traders, especialty
English and Partugaoese, it soon became
& placs of considevable importance.
According t» Radermacher, Tn 1780,
it contained from one to two thousand
houses. The Rajah had the title of Pa-
nambehan, which is regarded as tbe next in
dignityto thar-of Sultan. At that time his
name was Muscau al Maderi, but he had
given pp the administration of affairs to’
hia son, Gusti May. In 1772, a war com-
menced hetween Mampawa and Samba,’
concerning the possessian of Monterado
and .Salukan, which lie between Mam-
patva and Sambas, but have generally been
admitted to helong to the latter. These
two stttiements are chiefly occupied by
Chiinede, nearly thirty thonsand of whom
are settled in them, and they are extreme.
1y productive of gold-dust. “The Mam-
_pawa-men haviog ravaged Salakan, the
Sultan 6f Sambas, in his turn; attacked
Mampawa, and the Panambahan invited
the mediation of Pontiana. This media-
tion succeeded, dand the Sultan of Sam-
bas withdrew his army, on receiving the
sumt of ten thousand dollats, the greater
part of which was advanéed by the Sui-
tanof Poutiama. After the rétreat-ofthe
Satbas army, the Panathbahan positively
refused to reimburde the Sultan of Pou-
tiana, who, in ‘his tarn, attacked Mam-
pawa. After & siege of three months, he
was competied to'hreak up with lose from
Mampawa, to wiich he found that Sam-
bas smppled wssistance: °This was the
foandation of the uninterrupted state of
bostillty, which has, from that perivd
subsisted between Sambas and' Pontiana,
Tho Suitan of Poutlana made another
attempt, with a small force supplied Him
by the Dutch, and' was- again bafted.
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time, with- an ermhment - consiktiag of
one armed veseel of seventy guns, ano
therof ‘fifty géns, o third: of thirty: guns,
together with 4 layge tranaperty and sottie’
smaller vessels, when Mampawe sarren-
derad withoat firing a gun; and she-eldest

sou of the Sultan wis ‘appointed Pamime -

bihan:  The Rajah; or old Paaambshan,-
escaped up the river, where he remained:
until he died. -

The Dutch established? a fuctory at
Mampaws of thirty-two Europeans, snd
asmall sioop on theriver, and divided the
duties ‘with the Pinrambahan, but aban-
doned it at the same timie as Pontiana, fu
1790. After this the newPanambatum per-
mitted the son of the deposed Rajah to
return to Mampaws, and reside in a pri-
vate oapacity, with a small estabiishment,
and the empty title of Rajah. - '

Sambas Is situated about thirty miles
up the river of that name, and the terri«
tory runs & considerable way into the s
terior, and is rich In gold-dust. Abdut
the. year 1600, and also about the yeat
1700, this appears to have been a consi
derable atate, and.to have extended #t»

“sway far into theinterior. Tt is the fist

of -the Eastern -states with witloh ’ fhe
Dutch formed an exclusive treaty, and a8
that timé the chlef appéars to have had
the title of Sultan. In every period;
however, this state has been more Wb
tinguished for its piracies than: its eomi<
meree, and has been akways addicted-vo
aggresrions on its neighbonts. - I thé
last ten years especinlly, it bas' Deen noz
terious all over the East, as the éomntott
haunt of every description of pirated uied
Lantms, andit has forfeited: every sitte o
be considered & a trading stite, Of an‘a
state the existerice of iwhich' Iy ‘consised
eat with either the safety of convimered
or \he safety of its melghbours: Iv'nsw
appears fhat great nuinders of the pirates
and sen-rovers of the East have settled at
Sambas, and intermarriod with the anthd

After the destruction of Sdcadins, jn oot imhabitants. - S
1786, however; they naststed him a third - (Tode continueds " |
. . e R
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Tae superstitions reverence paid by the
Hitdoos to the Brahmazia, has, thl of lath
Fears; been converted by das artful chste

inte the meant o} setting the latws it dal
fiance. ' No Hindoo dured formerly 8
executy against & Brahman any procets or




Tz )

[Jax.

A SKETCH OF THE ISLAND OF BORNEO.

By the late Dr. Leyden.

(Continued from Vol. I1. page 563.)

OF PONTIANA.

As Pontiana is of more recent origin
than any other of the Malay states, so it
is almost the only one in which the rise
can be accurately traced. The account of
the origin of Pontiana was procured by
Mr. J. Burn, from the lzte Sultan, who
was its founder and his principal associate
in the course of a residence of several years
at that place, and communicated lately
to Mr. Raflles, together with the result of
his euquiries concerning the interior of
the island of Borneo. The information
thus collected has every claim to au-
thority, and is the more valuable, because
it illustrates in a striking manner the
origin of the other Malay states, the
greater number of which may be fairly
considered as counterparts to Pontiana.

Pontiana was founded in 1770, by Sc-
yad Abdu! Rehman, the son of Seyad
Hassan, by a woman of inferior rank,
and born at Mattan. His father, Seyad
Hassan, was a native of Arabia, highly
tespected among the Malay Rajas, who
had married at Mattan. He afterwards
took up his residence at Mampawa, where
he died a few months before Pontiana
was founded. He had several wives, and
left several chlldren, but none of them
distinguished themselves but Abdul Reh-
man. ‘The latter possessing great abili-
ties, intrepidity, and a most insinnating
address, soon became an enterprizing and

successful merchant, and realized con-’

siderable property.. He married a sister
of the Sultan of Banjar, and also a sister
of the Raja of Mampawa, but generaliy
resided at Banjar Masging. Possessing a
brig or sloop, and several war proas of his
own, besides several merchant vessels, he
applied vigorously to commerce, frequent-
ing Coti, Passir, Palembang, and other
Malay ports, but seldom visiting Java.
His operations, however, were not cn-
tirely confined to commercial pursuits,
but when favourable opportunities ocenr-
red, he shewed no greater repugnance to
piracy than is usual among the Arabs,
He had already cut off a Dutch vessel in
the vicinity of Banca, and an English one

at Passir, and done many things which
were highly disapproved by the venerable
Seyad, his father, when at last, about
a year or eightcen months before his fa-
ther’s death, he succeeded in cutting off
at Passir a French ship, with a very rich
cargo, by which he incurred the displeasure
of his father, who renounced all further
communication with him. The manner
in which the ship was cut off, however,
he deemed so discreditable, that he never
would relate the story, though he ad-
mitted the fact, alledging, that previous
to this transaction, some of his vessels
had been stopped by the French, and his
women ill treated, An old woman, who
had been tlie Sultan’s concubine, and
who had borne a material part in the
transaction, related the following circum4
stances to Mr. Burn, after the death of
the Sultan. After having greatly ingra-
tlated himself with the French Captain,
he informed him that he intended to pre-
sent him with two beautiful slave girls, a$
the same time expressing a desire to see
the ship. The French Captain iavited
him an hoard, catching at the bait, and
Seyad Abdul Rehman promised to bring
the slave girls with him, The Captain
prepared an entertainment, and saluted
him as he came on board, which he did,
with several followers properly instruct-
ed, but apparently unarmed. He sat
down with his people, and partook of the
entertainment, after which he called the
two women he had brought, one of whom
was the concubine who related the story.
Abdul Rehman pointed to the concubine
and desired the Captain to conduct her to
his cabin, the Captain did so, and the
woman, as she had been instructed, se-
cured the door. The rest of the French-
men were all on deck, as well as a num-
ber of his Malay fotiowers. Abdul Reh-
man gave the signal with his hand, and
the whole of them were instantly creesed,
the lascars at the same time throwing
themselves into the sea, according to thelr
usual practice. The Captain was thenm
put to death, and the vessel secured.
When Abdul Rehman heard of his father'd
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indignation at his conduct, he left Passir,
and when he had almost reached Mampa-
wa, he was iaformed of his death. Re-
solving now to settle at Sango, in the in-
terior of Borneo, he entered the river of
Pontiana or rather Lava, and proceeded
up it about twelve miles to the conflux of
the river of Landak with that of Pon-
tiana, anchoring for the night at the point
where the rivers join. In the morning,
being struck with the situation of the
place, which had never been inhabited, he
determined to settle in it, and proposing
the plan to his followers, most of them
acceded to it, but a few objected and left
him. After repeated discharges of his
.great guns loaded with shot, into a small
island near the point, Abdul Rehman
landed, cut down some trees, displayed
his colours, and prayed for success to the
andertaking.

Having erected 2 small honse for the
night, he slept ashore, and named the
Pplace Pontiana or rather Pontianak, which
§s the name the Malays give to a spectre
of the forests, which appears in the form
of a winged fewale; this was in the year
1770. He then built a mosque on tbe
small island, which still remains, having
been renewed on the same spot, and a
fort on the point of land, which com-
mands the entrances of tbe riversof Sango

and Landak, whither he also brought up -

the Freach ship. The crew of this vessel
he employed as slaves in clearing the
jungle, and his followers built houses
along the banks of the river; such was
the foundation of Pontiana. As soon as
Abdul Rehman was settled .in his new
residence, he visited Mampawa to pray
over the tomb of his father, whose for-
giveness he had never procured, and this
ceremony he continued to perform at
stated periods until the year of his death.

As the traders to Landak, Sango, and
other settlements in the interior of Bor-
Bmeo, were necessitated to pass by Pon-
tiana, Seyad Abdul Rehman daily acquired
new settlers by his insinuating address,
and the protection which he was ready
to afford the traders against the Lanuns,
and he was joined by several Bugis and
Chinese traders from Mampawa, Sambas,
and other Malay ports. He next applied
to Raja Haji of Reaw, who conferred on
him the title of Sultan of Pontiana. By
what right such a title was conferred it is
impossible to conjecture, but be imme-
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dlately assumed the title, and established
a court in a very expensive style. His pro-
fusion attracted new followers and he was
joined by various Arabs, who, though
they impaired his fortune, yet for the time
increased his consequence. By these
means Pontiana, in the space of a single
year, became a considerable gettlement,
and attracted the jealousy of the Rajah of
Landak. The Rajah of Landak was af
this time a dependant of the Sultan of
Bantam, and being alarmed at the reports
which he heard, that the Sultan of Ponti-
ana intended to block up the river and en-
gross its trade, he dispatched an embassy
to Pontiana, to enquire what were his in-
tentions. The Sultan of Pontiana, though
he professed that his intentions were not
of a hostile nature, took care to display
his power, and fired off liis great guns re.
peatedly in their presence, They trans-
mitted to Bantam a very exaggerated ac-
count of the strength of Pontiana, the
consequence of which was, that the Sultan
of Bantam conceiving himself unable to
protect Landak, resigned it to the Dutch..
In 1776 the Dutch sent a strong force
from Batavia to Pontiana to establish
themselves in their newly acquired pos-
sessions, and the Sultan of Pontiana, in-
timidated by their power, allowed them
to settle at Pontiana, where they built a
stockade fort and mounted on it six guna,
They also established a factory, consist-
ing of 4 resident, a secretary and his clerk,
a surgeon, a captain with a subaltern,
and twenty-five European soldiers, They
also stationed an armed cutter in the river,
which was likewise manned with Euro-
peans, so that they had altogether about
one hundred Europeans, but no native
soldiers. The Dutch now imposed what
duties they pleased, and allowed the Sul-
tan but a very small share of them, which
circumstance, together with his profuse
manner of living, compelled the Sultan to
run deeply in debt. In the year 1786,
the Dutch, assisted hy.the force of Pon-
tiana, destroyed Sacadina and Mampawa,
in the latter of which they placed the Sal-
tan of Pontiana’s eldest son, as Panam-
bahan, establishing there a factory of their
own, dependent on that of Pontiana,
Previous however to the settlement of the

. Dutch at Pontiana, it was visited by a

French frigate, commanded by the brother
of the French Captain, whom the Sultam
had formerly cut off at Passir, and whe
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had been dispatched for the express pur-
pose of attacking him, but as the frigate
conld not pass the bar, and durst not send
in her boats to attack the place, she was
able to effect nothing, snd was competied
to return after destroying a few proas at
the mouth of the river, which had never
hwd emy concern in the crime of the
Sultan.

In the year 1790 the Dutch withdrew
their factories from both Pontiana and
Muampawa, after & residence of fourteen
years, finding, that though they had im-
posed what duties they pleased, and given
the Sultan only what share they liked,
their profits were far from compensating
the expense of the establishment. We have
no detail of the expense aud profits of this
factory, unless for the year 1779, when
the expense amounted to about 884 pounds
sterling, aud the receipts only to about
160 pounds. The residence of the Dutch
at Pontiana was net without occasional
misunderstandings occurring between
them dnd the Sultan. One of the most

" serious of these seems to have eriginated

entirely from their ignorance of Malay
ctustoms. Soon after the settlement of
the factory at Pontiana a shi or prepared
‘dbutel was presented by a male slave to the
surgeon. Ameng the Malays this is re-
garded as an overture to an intrigué from
some female of rank, but the surgeon was
ijmorant of thiecusiom, aud the slave had
retired without speakimg a werd. The
surgeon hoMing the siri in his haud met
‘the Sultan, and relnted to him the drcam-
stance, éxpressing his surprizé at what it
could mean, The Suitan requested him
to point out the person who had brought
it, which he did immediately, and the
slave being-seived confessed that the siri
had been sent by oue of the Sultan’s con-
cubines. The Sultan immediately, with-
out further explamation, ordered the
slave’s head to be cut off in the presence of
the susgeon, and the woman was dis-
patched privately. The Duteh Resident
aud the ress of the factory took the alarm
-and declared that they would retarn to
Java. The SBultan endeavoured to paoify
them, bw in vain, sud they retired to
Batu Leyang, a solisary rock, on which
a fort is ‘built, about five miles below
Pontiana, Here they fortified themsitves
mnd posted the armed cuttar, and fring
‘wpon all pross, attempted to bluck ap fhe

‘viver, The Sultan repestedly atsdmpred

to persuade the Resident to return, but
finding all remonstrauces in vain, he
represented the matter to Batavia, when
the Resident was recalled and another
sent in his place, who returned and took
up his residence at Pontiana. .

During the residence of the Dutch at
Pontiana & good deal of illicit trade had
been carried on by the English, with the
connivance of the Dutch Resident, the
ships anchoring oaly without the moautlh
of the river; but after the factory was
withdrawn Pontiana became a resort of
English traders, and was also frequented
by the Portuguese from Macao, and the
Arabs from Muscat and Mocha, It was
also visited by numcrous proas from all
parts of Borneo, Bali, Lombok, Sumbawa
and Java. This, however, only coutinved
till Pulu Penasg began to flourish, since
which time it had greatly decayed. The
Java trade was nearly extinguished by the
war between the Dutch and English, the
prohibition of the export of dollars from
Java, and some unjustifiable acts of the
Sultan in swindling many of the Javanese
owners out of their cargoes.

Sultan Abdul Rehman died after a
short iliness, February 26, 1808, about
the age of 70 years. When he perceived
himseif dangerously ill, he assembled the
chief men, and told them he appointed
his eldest son, the Panambahan of Mam-
pawa, to sueceed him, and dispatched a
person to summon the Panambaban into
bis presence. Next day the chiefs assem-
bled, and declared that they desired the
Pangerang to be Sultan, who was his
second son, but by an inferior wife, and
that they would abandon the place if the
Panambahan was te succoed him, accus-
ing him of eruelty and divers acts of mur-
der and poisonming, especialiy the poison-
ing the Master of a Chinese junk, to whom
he was indebted about 8608 dollars, and
the assassination of Captaim Sadler, to
whoin he was itdebted 30,000 dollars.
They added that they expected his bad
oconduct would speedily place them in the
same situation a8 Sambas, and probably
draw on them the resentment of the Eng-
lish. ’

The Sultan assented and thld <bein
siuce they &esired it, the Pangorasg
would be the Sultan, The Pansmbakin
arrived next day #nd was inforwmed of OMis
resdhution. When he came Hite lils fa-
ther's prebénce the old tnan severely re--
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probated his conduct and advised him to
go in pilyrimage to Mccca. The Sultan
also sent for Mr. Burn, whom he had
sometime before swindled out of a valua-
Yle cargo, and having requested his for-
giveness, desired him to beware of the
Panambahan, as a man of naturally bad
tieart, and afrer his death to have no in-
terviews with him nnless in public. On
the death of the old Sultan, the second
brother, desirous of not being involved in
his father’s debts, declined the honour of
being Sultan. The head-men, however,
were at first refractory, and it was some-
time before they could he brought to ac-
knowledge him as Sultan, which he only
accomplished by dint of presents and pro-
mises, engaging to discharge his father’s
debtd as soon as possible, while he gave
up many of his own claimns, especially
-those which were due by the Arabs.

The daccased Sultan was a maun of fine
presence and the most respectable appear-
ance, possessing the most insinuating ad-
dress and imposing manners. Profuse
and ostentatious in his habits, he scrupled
at no means, however base, for raising
money to support this exterior state, aud
as he was perfectly versed in every spe-
cies of deception, and always supported
the appearance of wealth, he seldom fail-
ed to procure credit from strangers. He
oconcealed his debts with the utmost care,
and was in the constant habit of contract-
ing one debt to discharge another, often
selling goods for that purpose at d& large
discount on what he had bought them.

y this means his debts and his difficulties
weut on gradually accumulating to his
death. The most considerable part of his
debts were incurred to the Bugis traders,
and in consequence of this, the Sul-
tan was obliged to wink at many ir-
regularities of those traders, in regard
to avoiding the usual port duties. The
Chinese repeatedly made him offers to
farm the duties of the port, but to this
he would not consent, foreseeing the
disputes that were certain of arising
between the Bugis and Ghinese. In the
midst of these difficulties, however, the
Arabs and other religious impostors pre-
vailed on him to advance to them
large, sums of money, which they ne-
ver thought of refunding ; thus with all
his dissimulation, becoming the dupe of
hypocrisy. He sgems always to have dis-
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plaved more of the character of the arsful
trader than of the Sovereign, though it
must be owned, that he exhibited consi-
derable supplenoss and dexterity in ruling
the motley mass of subjects which he had
collected at Pontiana.

In punishment he was uncommonly se-
vere and even barbarous. In his own fa-
mily the faults of his domestics, especial-
ly his women, were punished in the most
cruel manner, and by the most infamous
sort of tortures, sumetimes pouring boil-
ing water into the privities of the females,
or burning them alive with their para-
mours on the suspicion of incontinence.

The present Sultan, since the death of
his father, has conducted himself in such
a manner as in a great measure to efface
the former dislike which was entertained
of him by the people, carefully avoiding
the most prominent errors of his father’s
character. He has endeavoured to liqal-
date his father’s debts, bnt has found
them so enormous, that a long period
must elapse before this can possibly be ef-
fected. Carefully avoiding all superfinous
expense and the contracting of new debtw,
he has attempted to establish better regu- ',
lations. He gradually dismissed the
Arabs and religious impostors, who had
preyed on his father’s credulity, and at-
tempted likewise to compel the Bugis tra-
ders to pay the umial duties. Jn this
however, he has never been able to suc-
ceed, and many of them have left Pontia-
na, in consequence of his measures, nei-
ther are the Chinese traders so numerous
as they formerly were.

The present Sultan has been engaged in
no hostilities excepting with Sambas,
which is still the inveterate enemy of Pon-
tiana. Shortly after tae death of the old
Sultan of Poutiana, the chief of Sambas
attacked Mampawa, and had very nearly
taken the fort. Immediately on receiving
intelligence of it, the present Sultan pro-
ceeded to Mampawa with two thousand
men, and defeated the Sambas army, ta-
king their guns, and a number of prison-
ers, all of whom, even the women, were
put to death at Pontiana, and their heads
exposed publicly. The union of the La-
nuns with the chief of Sambas, has how-
ever, given that chieftain a decided pre-
ponderance at sea.

‘The mouth of Lewa or Pontiana river
lies about three or four miles to the N.
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of the equator. The bar at the entrance
has only from eleven to twelve feet at
high spring tides, but above this the river
is very deep to an immense distance, and
the strength of the current seldom ex-
ceeds from three to three and a half miles
an hour, and is generally less. The an-
chorage in the roads is safe and free from
shoals, and the weather, even in October,
which is the worst month, is never so bad
as to interrupt the regular intercourse be-
tween the ship and the shore. About se-
ven miles from the mouth of the river, at
Balu Layang, thereis a fort on each side
of the river, with fourteen or fifteen guns
mounted, being eighteen and twenty-four
pounders ; on the north side of the river
and on the south side, directly opposite,
a number of smaller guns. The town of
Pontiana is about twelve miles from the
mouth of the river, where there is like-
wise a fort, and some armed vessels sta-
tioned, .

In the town and bounds of Pontiana,
there are settled about 3000 Malays,
1000 Bugis, 100 Arabs, and about 10,000
Chinese ; besides these, who are the free
inhabitants, there are a considerable
number of slaves, many of whom are
Javanese, and the rest of all the other
Kastern tribes; there are also a few
runaway Lascars from different vessels.
The character of the Malays is nearly
the same at Pontiana as in other Eastern
towns; phlegmatic, indolent and proud,
and few of them possess much wealth,
The Arabs live by trade; they are gene-
rally poor when they settle, but are re.
spected on account of their religions cha-
racter by the Malays. They are, how-
ever, neither such economists as the Bugis,
nor so expert as the Chinese in trade,
and at present few of them possess pro-
perty to the amount of 20,000 dollars.
The Chinese seldom acquire property
above this amount at Pontiana, though
they are industrious and expert in trade.
They are fond of good living, and addict-
ed to gambling, opium, and wmerry mak-
ing. They follow the occupations of mer-
chants, mechanica and labourers, culti-
vate the ground, distill arrack, make sugar,
search for gold-dust, and trade to the in-
terior as well as along the coast. The
Chinese of Monterano and Salakan, two
places very near each other, and situated
a short way to the north of Mampawa,
and who are estimated at 30,000, receive

from Pontiana all their supplies of opium,
piece goods, iron, and China articles.
The Bugis at Pontiana chiefly apply them-
sclves to trade, the manufacture of Bugis
cloth, and the working of raw silk into
cloths. Mauy of them are possessed of
very large property, amounting to above
100,000 dollars. They are generally poor
when they come from Bugis-land, but
800n acquire property from uniting fru-
gality with dexterity in trade. They are
extremely economical and even penurious
in their manner of living, insomuch that
the daily expense of a Bugis-man's family,
however great his property may be, does
not amoutt to above three or four wangs,
when the meanest Chinese labourer will
continue to spend a rupee ; and a wang
at Pontiana is only the twelfth part of a
rupee. .

The Sultan allows them to cultivate as
much ground as they please, without any
consideration for the same, but they sel-
dom avail themselves of this permission,
permitting their domestic slaves only to
till as much as serves for their own sub-
sistence. In navigation, the Bugis seem
to have been stationary probably for these
thousand years; the proas in which they
sail from Pontiana to Pulu Penang, Java,
Bali, or any similar place, generally cost
from 150 to 300 dollars, and the whole
outfit, as far as respects sails, cordage,
provisiens, stores, &c. for one of these
voyages, seldom exceeds the sum of 40 or
50 dellars, while the amount of the car-
g0 is generally from 10 to 40,000 dollars.
The crews receive no wages, but only a
share of the adventure, according to the
regulations of the Undang-undang. Many
of these proas are lost at sea, but few
taken by pirates, as tbey defend them-
selves desperately, and never surrender.

The duties at Pontiana on sales are six
per cent. on all piece-goods, one dotlar per
pecul on iron, ditto on steel, ditto on
tin, ditto on saltpetre, 50 dollars per
chest on opium, bees’ wax from the in-
terior two dollars per pecul. The trade
of Pontiana, however, has greatly declin-
ed. Formerly it was aonually visited by
from eight to fifteen Chinese junks; at-
present, however, they never exceed the
number of five. Two or three small junks
come annually from Siam, but the value
of their cargoes is only about 7 or 8000°
dollars each.

(T be concluded in our next.)
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OoF PONTIAN A-

IN 1810 the m;por;s at Pontxana on
English ships amounted to 210,000 dollars .
of which there were 95 chests of opium,,
which averaged 1000 dollars per chest,

The quantity of opium and piece goods,.
imparted by the Bugis, K was yroba,bly,
much greater, but ag they never submit to .
N beswched it cannot be accurately kpown,,,
‘The Bugis at Bali and some other porss,
are ex¢mpted from duties. and they are,
always anxious tp avoxd them in every
port. Formerly the portsin the straits of
Macasar, especially. those on the Borneo |
side, as Coti and Passxr, were chiefly syp-
plied with op:um, piece gaods, iron and
steel, t'mm PonnauaandSaqlbas a small,
quanmy being supplicd by Java and Riaw,
and the returna, which were very rich,
consuung clneﬂy of gald; wax, and bird’s
mesta, found’ their . wey _inte Ponmua.
These gorts, howeyer, bave for pome time
been supplied from Puly Papang, | -
The China junks came to Pentiana, in-
Febru&ry, with phma amcle:, and , saxl
about the end of Ipne, taking in return,
gold, bird’s nests, seprslug, Gng qamphor,,
wax, ristans,blagk-wood for making fur-
niture, red-woed for dyeing, aud some-
times opium, tin and uther, articles, Aq
they caungt take thejr (all retyrn i ip rough.
produoe, they are obliged to take 3 lagge,
amoynt iu gold, thaugh they always pre-,
fer produce, as there -is a. lasa upon gold
in China.
The. Sultan of Pqnt;ana has a regular
dlaqphned force, byt all the ,\phabnants
&rc obliged ta act ag soldiers when necey-
sity roquifes. The Malays aud Bugis are
always ready qnd willing fo turn out for
battle, and th@ Chinese are obliged to
asaist likewige, in gase of apy emergency,’
though the Malaya place ljttle or no con-.
Sdence in them, When an alarm has
becnguvan. the whole forqe of I.he plape,
has repeatedly, as Mr. Burn asseyts, turn-
ed ontin balf an hour or less, and the
activity diqﬂgyed on such ocoasions formg
astriking contrass t the usual Jistlessness,
nesp. ofa Majay tawn. They. manufacture,
their awp powderand shot atPontiana. |

The soil of Pontianais low and marshy,
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but the limate I8 héalthy; and tl\e only”
dmemper ‘from which they siffer is: shios
sthall pox, whith ‘makes great havook:
among them, as they aré ardoquainted:
with either inoculation or vaecivistion.
Pontiana does not produce so muelrrice:
or fruit as the gettlements of the interlor,
bat this i is only through the defect of ctl-
tivation. There is abindance of sen and
river fish, and the ‘Chinese raise gro&t
qnaimtles of stock, edpecially Hogs; w&ﬂ-
ate hoth chieap and éxcellent in quality. -
‘OF TNME DAYAK.

Tue Dayak are the most vumerons
class of inhabitants on the island:of Bagre
neo, they oceupy hearly.she whole of she,
interior; and' are probably she aborigints
of the island. Tlrey are divided into .8
gieat: variety of tribes, which.are indes
pendent of each other, and vary in diav.
lect, but have s general ressmblance.in
hmgunge custom and mawuers. ‘Inthe dia+

, tricts south amd' west they are generally:

denéminated Dayak; in the north; idamm;
and i the sast, Miranor Tedong. Pehags,
however, on more plinute. ivestigation,:
some .characteristiv. distinctioas ssay de

eNtahlishéd between theseradés ; st preseat
we are warranféd to eonsider thes ns this
same ovigioal stbck. - The maanen ofths
Daysk are characterized by some strange
petulihrities and uwiicommon features of
barbati¥m, but the spirit of these ‘traite
hds devér been-elweidatdd; dor thy sybteel
of religious or saperstitious ophiion witls
which they are commected, enamimedy

Eutepeans have had very little.opportuy

ity of attending to the masniys.or habiow

ofthe Daydk ; and-tke Maly;  Bugts; o»
Argb traders, the ohly persons whe mve

in the habi¢ of frequenting the intérioi of
Borneo, con’ give: listle ‘aocotnt .of - the .
country, beyond mentionthg she distanee

of one place from anotherin deye’ jours

tilés, and ‘the different srsicles of trald

which are to be proeuted it the differene

places. 'In the. following skétch'the ma-

thority  followed witk respect’ to the

southery tribes is that of Nellermdsher,

whose ‘observations cifefly appl: tle

tribe of Banjar; nateil Blafé.

gardto ﬂ\c mtddnmh theducfau-
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thorities are Dalrymple and Forrest, and
with regard to theviest the authority of
Mr. Burn, who had not only the oppor-
tunity of consniting many traders of Pon-

tiana, who were in the habit of visiting,
the intarior, but had himself seen several .

hundreds of the tribes of Mampawa and
Sango, several of whom copld converse in
the Maiay language. .

. In appearance the Dayak are fairer and
handsomer than tke Majays, they are
of a more slender make, with higher
foreheads and noses; their hair is long,

straight, and coarse,. generally.cut short

roupd their heads. The females are fair
apd handeome.. Many of the Dayak bave
rough sealy scurf on their skin, like the
_jakong of the Malay peninsula. This they
comsider as an ornament, and are said to
acgaire it by rubbing the-juice of some
plint on their skin. The female glaves of
thisrace whieh are found among the Ma-
Iayshave 8o appeargnce of it. The Dayak

woehr no clothes but a small wrapper .

round the Ioins, and many of them tattoo
a vawtety of figures on their bodies, Their

hotises mre formed of woed, dark, apd.
dewold of windows, but. often- of such size ;

that” severnl famifies live togetker in the:
samw house, sometimes amounting ta the
namber of » bundred.persons.- . |

Theogh thé Dayak are- teckoned .indo- .
" lemtdyy-the Mulays, it does not appear.

thit- the - charge is well.. estoblished..
Wherever they are ‘settled they cultivate

2 great quuatity of rice; they in many:

plackd apply- themselves assiduvmsly to
eofieet gold-dust, though in this oocupa-

46t they are greatly inferior to the Chi--

nede; and ave generally found very useful
in working the diamond mines, In some
places too, they carry on a considerable
trade in rattams and damar, which they

oolfect from the forest. In their diet the.

Deyak' are subject to few restrictions,
éating hogs, and also many kinds of ver--
mip, an raty and spakes, The arms of
" the Dayak are the sumpit or biow-pipe,
wiich has generally a small spear-bead
fixed at the top, and a large heavyiron knife
or parang, which they sliog in a wooden
scablard. They are very dexterous in
timowing small poisoned arrows with the
smuipit, and are acquainted with the most

deadly poisons, especially one which s
prodoced from the juice of a tree * found ity

& An account of thig celbested yegetable poison
will be found ia u&em,‘v'ﬁ.m;.n. N

A Skeick of the-

Island'uf Borneo. [Pds.
Borneo and also in Java. T the con-
struction of their boats ang some of their

. utensils, the Dayak display considerable
{ngenuity, Few of them are acquaintéd
with the use of fire-arms, except in the
vicinity of Banjar, and the Malays are
anxious fo keep them in this ignorance.

In manners they are described as a
mild and simple people, and though théir
superstitious opinions occasion great ebor-
mities among them, yet it is ailinitted
by the Moselms, that when any of them’

_ happen to be converted to that religion, '
they become exemplary for the propriefy”
of their conduct. poe

In government they are regulated "
their own villages, like the jakong, by the
advice of the élders. In some places, ’
however, they have thelr own chiefs, Wwho °
possess a degree of authority analogous.’
to that of the Malay Rajahs, R

In regard to letters, it does not appédr
that they ever had any knowledge of thern.
and in consequence of this, it is impos-
sible to trace tRelr origin. Their owd~
traditions on thi6 head' are represented =t
excessively wild and incoherent, But ft doés

“not appéar that they have  ever been 'col-

" Jected, 'Fhe Sufus hidve a notlon; tHat"

the Idaau of the north are descended froim

the Chimese, an opinion which’ séets -
merely to have orighuated ‘from ‘the fait=®
ness of their compléxion. Dalrymplée
has mentioned one of the legends con-”
pected with this opinion (Oriental Reper="
tory, vol. 1. pade 559), Which runs thus,’

« The Emperor of China seft a great’

fieet for the stone of a snake, Which had !

its reaidence at Keendy Bhlioo ; the tim-"
ber of people landed was so greal 4% to"
form a continued chain from the sed, an&’
when the snake’s stone was stolen, it was,

handed from one to another till it reach-"
ed the boat, which immediately, put’off*
from the shore, and carried the prizetd”
the junks, which immediately 8ailiog, left”
all those who were ashore behind, though

their dispatch wps not enough to prevent
the suake’s pursuit, who came mp with

the junks and regained hiy treasure?d’

This is not a tradition which_cazn throi

any light on the ozigin of the Dayak. e

restmbles a Malay fabte about the snaké¥’.

of Nagas, which figure nearly as ,in_ug‘!"'
in the romances of the Malays as smong’
those of the Hindus, among whom Naga
obyiously fignifies 8. mountainéet a3 wétf
a.s.a.'snke. . Al PANDI DA
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".In religion the Daysk atknowledge the
supuducy of the maker of the world,
wilom they term Devata or Dewatta, and
to whom they address prayers-as it’s pre-
aerver. They hold particular kinds of
biirds in high veneration, and draw omens
from the sounds which they utter and
from thelr Bights. "One of the principal
-of these in a large speeies of white-headed
kite, which preys on fish, snakes, and
vermin, By some they are said to hold
the sun and moon in particular venera-
tion, alad to worship them; but when
Mpr. Barn interrogated them on this point,
they steadily deriied it. In all their wars,
journies, and in short ail matters of im-
portance, they pay the utmost attention
10 the omens of birds, and sometimes too
they euadeavour to penetrate the secrets
of fwturity by consulting the eutrails of
-birds. Their ceremonies of a religious
kind are few, bat many of them are
dreadfully barbarous,

At the birth of a child, during the par-
turition they summon a éonjuror, who is
termed Balian, iustead of a midwife, and
who, instead of lending any assistayce to
the woman, beats a gindang, and sings to
it till the child is born.

With "regard to their funereal cere-
qonies, .the corpse is placed in a cofiin,
angd remains in the house till the son, the
father, or the ncarest of blood, can pro-
cure or purchase a alave, who is heheaded
at the time thatthe corpseis burnt,in erder

that he may become the slave of the de- -

crgsed in the next world. The ashes of
the deceased are then placed In an earthen

wrs, on which various figures are exhibit- -

ed, and the head of the slave is dried and
prepared In 8 peculiar manner with cam-
phor and drugs, and deposited near it.
"I¢ is said that tbis practice often induces

“them 0 porchase a slave guilty of some

eapital cAime, at five fold it's value, in order
that they may be able to put him to dmh
on such occasians.

With respect to marriege, the most
Jbfutal part of their cintoms Is, that
“nobody can be pertitted to marry till he
‘egu present a buman head of some other

tribe to hls proposed bride, it which case
she is not permnftted to refuse Mim. f¢ts not,
‘however, necedsary that thid shoald be ob
tdlvedentirelybyhisown persohat prowess,
“Whin a personis determiped to go a bead.
hunting, 4¢ 1t is very often avery danger.
ous servive, ‘Lic consuits witly his friends
Aristic Jowrn.~No. 14.
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sud acquaintances, who frequenty ac-
eompany him, or send their alaves along
with him. The bead-hunter then pro-
ceeds with his party in the mest cautious
manner to the vicinity of the villages of
another tribe, and. lies in ambwb till
they surprize some heedless unsuspacting
wretch, who is instantly decapitated,
Fometimes too they surprize & golitary
fisherogn in a river or on the shore,
who instantly undergoes the same fate.
When the hunter returns the whole vil.
luge is filled with joy, and old aud yuung,
men and women, hurry out to meet him,
and couduct bim with the sound of bra,
zen cymbals, daucing in leng lines 30 the -
house of the female he admires, whose
family likewise comes out to meet him
with daaces, and provide him 3 seat, and
give him meat and drink. He still holdy
the bioody head in his basd, and puts
part of the food into its mouth, after
which tlie females of the family come,
aad receive the head from hlm, which
they hang up to the ceiling over the door,
The betrothing of the bride then takes
place, when the husband must present her
with oneor more slaves, a couple of cloths,
and an eathen um or pitcher adormed
with figures: On the day of the marriage
ceremony, the bride and the bridegroom
are both dressed very fine iu their manser,
and a feast is held in each of their houses,
The bridegroom comes in state to the
house of -the bride, where one of the
friends receives him at the door, and
streaks him with the blood of a coek;
and 2Jso streaks the bride with the blood
of s hen, When the bleod epreads teo
The
parties then join their bloody hands, and
the ceremotiy concludes with another
feast.

If a man’s wife die, e is not peunimd
to make proposals of marriage to ahothegy
till he khs provided another head of & dife
ferent tribe, as if to tevenge the death of
‘his decessed wifs. The heads procured
in this mihner they preserve with great
care, ahd sometimen consult in divination,
The religions opinions cohtrected with thil
practice are by no means cotrectly under-
stood. Some assert that they believe that
every persott whom & man'kills in this
world, becomes his slave in thenext. . The
Tdaag, it tv said, think, that the entrance
inte paradise is over i Jong tree vdm-h
aerven for & bridge, over which it is jme
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potsibls to pads sithout the sssistance of
aslave-slafn in this world. ‘Someef -the
182an of the north reckon paradive e be
situated at the top of Kinfhela, and guard-
ed by a flety dog, that seizes on all vigs
gins as they attempt to pass.

The ldaans are religious observers of
oaths, They have a religious form Mie:
wise, by which they adopt strangers into
their teibes. They pronoumce a certain
form of words, and then cuta rattan ; the
person to be adopted does the same; after
which he and all his relations are con-
sidered as adopted. 'They generally mas-
sacre all prisoners of war, the chief strik-
ing the first stroke. When they take a
hostile chief prisoner, they preserve his
whole body with camphor, with his arms
extended, and place cowrles.in the socksts
of his eyes.

" 'The practice of stealing heads causes
frequent wars among the different tribes
of the Idaan. Many persons never can
. bbtain & head, in which case they are
generally despised by the warriors and
the women. To such a height it is car-
" ried, however, that a person who had ob-
thined eleven heads, has been seen by Mr.
Barn, sad he’ pointed ot his son, &
young 1ad, who had procured three.
- The Dayak do not practise -polygamy,

Opiniony of BAaskara: respeciing the Barth.

' [Fus.
When a married -woman: comegits .adul-
tery, the husband  wipes off. his. disgracs
by murdering one, two, or three of his
slaves, and sometimes chaatises the uns
faithful wife with blows. When a man,
of -his own aoccerd, wishes-to: separate
from his wife, he resigus her clothes.and
orusments, and pays her besides a.forfelt
of 20, 25, or 30 Spanish .delars, after
which he may-marry another. The Dayak
have some vestiges of ordeal amoungst
them, When charges of theft occur, they
take a pot and put into it some aghes of &
particalar kind, and taking two eopper
pice, ohe in the name of the accuser and
the other of the accused, and placing them
-on @ stick sthwart the pot, after certain
incantations, they veverse thewm.into the
pot and decide the process in favour of
the party whoae pice is most whitened.

Before the Dayak engage in duy.jour-
‘oey, war, bead-hunting, or indeed any
matter of importance, they endeavour te
pracure omens from the kites, and tuvite
‘them by screamiog sorgs, and scattering
rice before them, Ifthese birds take theix
flight in the direction they wish to ge, it
s regurded as & favourable omen, if they
take another direction they reckon it je
unfavourable, and delay the busimess till
the omens appear more favourable..

: - OPINIONS OF- BHASXAB:A,

mzcﬂuo

.THE GLOBE AND THE ATTRACTION OF THE. EAB.TI{'

Bbakara. Acharya * the most celebrated
gt.ronqmp of the Hindus, was born in a
cty of the Dekan, in the year of Saliva-
hana, 1036, whick corresponds with the
Jear 1114, of the christian era. He was
she author of several treaties of which
the Lilavatl and the Bjja Ganita, re-
Iating to Arithmetic, geometry, and al-
g¢bra, and . the Siromani, an astrono-
mical treatise, are accounted the most Vae
Juable authorities in those sciences whick
Jodia possesses. The Siromani is deliver-
odin two sections, the Gola-Adhyaya, or
she Lectare on.the Globe, and. the Ganitp
Mhml,w the Lectare on Numbers ps
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applied ta Astronomy. The followlm
extract from Dr. Taylor's translation.df
‘the Lilavati, published at Bomba},.ar
.pears-to contain 8 summary of the arga-
ments used in the latter section in pront-
of the globular form of .the earth and of
the doctrine of gravity. They will be
cousidered extremely curious as exhibit-
ting the train of reasoning by which the
Hindd was brought to the conclusions of

_Sir Isaac Newton. Nor would the re-

researches of the antiquary be uninteresi-
ing which, might detexmine whether these
‘conoeptions originated in the mind of
Bhaskara,, or whethes, We mnst cay,ogr
maqu hack 14, the capacities of n-
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