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Ir is the peculiar characteristic of Great
Britain, that wherever ber influence has
been extended, it has carried civilization
and improvement in its train. To what-
ever quarter of the world ber arms or her
policy bave led her, it has been her object
%0 extend those blessings of freedom end
justice for whish she herself stands so
preemivent. Whether in amerting the
rights of independent nations, whether
advocating the cause of the captive and
the slave, or promoting the diffusion of
knowledge, England has always led the
van. In the vast regions of India, where
she has raised an empire unparalleled in
history, no sooner was the sword of con-
quest sheathed, than her attention was
tm-nad to the dispensing of justice, to

giving security to the persons and property,

nd to the improvement of the condition
of her new subjects, to a reform in the
whole judicial and revenue administration
of the country, to the establishment of a
system of internal management calculated
to relieve the inhmbitants from oppréssion
and exaction, and to the disseminswon of
those principles and that knowledge which
should elevate the people whom conquest
bad placed under her sway, and thus to
render ber own prosperity dependent on
that of the people over whom she ruled.
A desire to_know the origin and early
history of the people, their institugions,
laws, and opinions, led to sssociations eg-
presly directed to this end; while, by the
application of the information thus ob-
taived to the present circumstances of the
country, the spirit and principles of Bri-
tish rule have rapidly augmented the
power, and increased the resources of the
state, at the same time that they have in
no less degree tended to excite the in-
tellectual energies and increase the indi-
vidual happiness of the people.

The acquisitions of Great Britein in
the East bave not been made in the
spirit of conquest ; a concurrence of cir-
emmstances not to be controuled, and the
emergies of her sons, bave carried her for-
ward on s tide whose impulse has been
frvesistible. - Otber nations may have pur-
sued the same course of congaest and suc-
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cess, but they have not, like her, paused in
their career, and by moderation and jus-
tice consolidated what they had gained.
This is the rock on which her Indian em-
pire is placed, and it is on a perseverance
in the principles which have already guided
her that she must depend for maintaining
ber commanding station, and for saviug
ber from adding one more to the list of
those who have contended for empire, aud
have sunk beneath the weight of their own
ambition. Conquest has led to conquest,
and our influence must continue to ex-
tend ; the tide bas received its impetus,
and it would be in vain to attempt to
stem its current; but let the same princi-
ples be kept in view, let our minds and
policy expand with our empire, and it
will not only be the greatest, but the
firmest and most enduring that ‘has yet
been held forth to the view and admira-
tion of the world. While we raise those
in the scale of civilization over whom our
influence or our empire is extended, we
shall lay the foundations of our dominion
on the firm basis of justice and mutual
advantage, instead of the uncertain and
unsubstantial tenure of force and intrigue.

Such have been the principles of our
Indian administration wherever we have
acquired a territorisl influence ; it remains
to be considered bow they can be best
applied to countries where territory is not
our object, but whose commerce is not
loss essential to our interests. With the
countries East of Bengal, an extensive
commercial intercourse has always been
carried on, and our influence is more or
less felt throughout the whole, from the
banks of the Ganges to China and New
Holland. Recent events have directed
our sttention to these, and in a particular
manner to the Malayan Archipelago, where
a vast field of commercial speculation has
been opened, the limits of which it is
difficult to foresee. A variety of circum-
stances have corcurred to extend our con-
nexions in this quarter, and late amange-
ments have added much to their ime
portance and consideratiod. Our con-
nexions with them, however, stands on a
very different footing from that with the
people of India; however inviting and
extensive their resources, it is considered
that they can be best drawn forth by the
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pative energin of the people themselves;
dnd that it is by the reciprocal advantages
of commerce, and commerce alone, that
we may best promote our own interest and
their advancement. A few stations are
occupied for the security and protection
of our trade, and the independence of
all the surrounding states is not only ac-
knowledged, but maintained and support-
ed by us.

Commerce being therefore the principle
on which our connexions with the Eastern
States are formed, it behoves us to con-
sider the effects which it is calculated to
produce. Commerce is univeraally allow-
ed to bring many benefits in its train, and
in particular, to be favourable to civiliza-
tion and general improvement. Like all
other powerful agents, however, it has
proved the cause of many evils when im-
properly directed, or not sufficiently con-
trouled. It creates wants, and introduces
luxuries ; but if there exist no principle
for the regulation of these, and if there by
nothing to check their influence, sensuality,
vice, and corruption will be the necessary
results, Where the social institutions are
favourable to independence and i unprove-
ment, where, the lntellectual powers are
oultivated and expanded, commerce Qpeng
a wider field for exertlon, and wealth and
refinement’ become consxstent with all thnt
enuobles and exalts buman nature. Edu-
cation muyst keep pace with commerce, in
order that its benefits may be ensured and
its evils avo:ded, and in our connexiog
with these countries, it should be our care,
that while with one band we carry to their
shores the capital, ‘of our merchants, the
other should be s}retched forth to offer
them the means o mtellectual unprove.
ment, Happily ¢ our policy is in accord-
ance with these vrews and pnnclples~ and
neither in the state of the countri
selves, nor in the character of ﬂw} a e&
and extensive populat;on, do we find any
ghmg opposed, ".On’ the contrary, they
invile us to the field, and evety mouve of
lmmamty, pbhcy, nnd Jreligion, seems to,
combme to recommend ouyr early. awenuog
to thisi unpomnt oluect. '

A few words will be sufficient {o shew
the nature and extent of this ﬂeld Wnb-

in its narrowest hmlts, it embrac s the
whole ol' that vast Arch;pelago, ;thch
stretching from Sumatra and Java, to the
uhndsof the Pacxﬁc, and thence tn the

ey,
shgres of China-and Japan, has in all
ages excited the attention, and attracted
the cupidity of more civilized nations,
whosg_valuable and peculiar productions
contributed to swell the cxtravagance of
Romag luxury, and in more modern times
bas raised the power and consequence of
every successive European nation intp
whose hands its commerce has fallen; it
bas reised several of these from insignifi-
cance and obscurity, to power apd emi-
nence, and perhaps, in its garliest period,
among the Italian states, communicated
the first electric spark, which awoke to life
the energies and the literature of Europe.
The native population of these interesting
islands cannot be estimated at less tham
from ten to fifteen milliops, of which
Java alone coptains five or six, and Su~
matra not less than three.

"In a more extensive view must be in-
cluded the rich apd populous countries of

Ava, Siam, Camboja, Cochin-China, and -

Toukin, the population of which is still
more extensive than that of the islands,
And, if to this we add the numerous
Chinese population which is dispersed
throughout these countries, and through
the means, of whom the light of kppw
ledge may be. extended to the remotest
part of the Chinese empire, and even Q
Japan, it will readily be acknowledg_ed
that the field is perhaps. the most extepsive,
interesting, ‘and important, that ever of:
fered itself to the contemplauon of the
philanthropic and enhgﬁtfned mind. =

When we descend to, paruculars,; angd
consider the present state and circum-
otances of this extensive and vnned popu:
lauon, and the hlstory and character of
the nations and tribes of which it is com,
yosed, we ghall be marg, ooqvmceql of the
neesu;thluch exists, apd, of the advany
tages ‘which must rosult from pﬁ'ordmg
them t.he means of education and i improwes
ment. ,Among no people with whem we
have become npqua;nted, Shall we, find
greater, aptness tq recgiye msgmct;on, or,
fewer obsucles fn the  way of fis commu,
muuon.

Of the Malayx wl;o ;nhqbl.t,thqqmtergfl;
of Summ, and -re,seuled on ghe,, consig
Cfll‘ol;g'hout tho Axchlpelagcb p may he
necessary to speak in the first lmu:e. The
peculiar chamcler of, thesq peoplo bay
always gxclted much nttentxon. and various
and opposite opinjons haye bee,n entegs

-
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tertainied regarding them. By some who
bave viewéd only the darker side, they
bave been considered, with reference to
their piracies and vices alone, as a people
devoid of all regular governinent and
pricciple, and abandoned to the influence
of lawless and ungovernable passions. By
others, however, who have taken a deeper
view, and have Decome more intimately
ecquainted with their character, a different
estimate has been formed. They admit
the want of efficient government, but con-
sider e people themselves to be possessed
of high qualities, and such as might, under
more favourable circumstances, be usefnlly
and beneficially directed. They find in
the personsl iudependence of character
which they display, their high sense of
bonour and impatience of insult, and in
their babits of reasoning and reflection,
the rudiments of impirovement, and the
besis of a better order of society, while in
the obscurity of their early history, the
wide diffusion of their language and the
traces of their former greatness, they dis~
cover an infinite source of speculation and
That they once occupied a more com-
manding political station in these seas,
appears to be beyond s doubt, and that
they maintained this position until after
the introduction of Mahomedanisin seems
equally cértain. From the geographical
situation of the more important countries
then occupied by them, they were the first
to come in confact with the Mussulman
Missionaries, and to embrace their tenets.
Their power was on the decline when
Europeans first visited theirseas. At that
period, however, the guthority of Me-
nangkabau, the ancient seat of govern-
ment, was still acknowledged, and the
states of Acheen and Malacca long dis-
puted the progress of the Portuguese arms,
The whole of Sumatra, at one period, was
subject to the supreme power of Menang-
kabau, and evidence of the former grandeur
and superiority of this state are still found
not only in the pompous edicts of its
sovereigns, and in the veneration and re-
spect paid to the most distant branches of
the family, but in the comparatively high
and improved tate of cultivation of the
country, and in the vestiges of antiquity
whichi bave recently been discovered in it.,
of Sumsatrs, and cobtains betwesn one

Minste by Sir T S. Raffes.

n
and two millions of inhabitants, the whole
of whom, with the exception of such as
may be employed in the gold mines, for
which it bas always been celebrated, are
devoted to agriculture. The remains of
sculpture and inscriptions found oear the
ancient capital, correspond with those dis-
covered In Java, and prove them to bave
been under tlie influence of the same
Hindoo faith which prevailed on that
island till the establishment of Mahome."
danism there in the fifteenth century.

At what period the people of Menang-
kabau embraced the doctrines of the pro-
phet does not appear, and would form an
iteresting subject of inquiry. The con-
version of Malacca and Acheen toak placs:
in the thirteenth century; but it is un-
certain whether Menangkabau was con-
verted previgus to this date, although the
religion is said to have been preached in
Sumatra as early as the twelfth century.
It was about this latter period, 1160, that.
a colony would appesr to have issued from
the interior of Sumatia, and established
the maritime state of Singapura at the ex-
tremity of the M-hy Peninsula, where a
line of Hindoo princes continued to reign.
until the establishment of Mllwe“ and
the conversion of that place in 1276.
Whatever may in more remote times have.
been the nature of the intercourse between
foreign nations and Menangkabau itself,
we know that Smgapum, during the period
noticed, was an extensively maritime and,
commercial state, and that, on the first
arrival of the Portuguese at Malacca, that,
emporium embraced the largest portion of
the commerce between Eastern and West-,
ern nations. It, is not necessary to enter,
into the history of the decline and fall of
the Malay states of Malacca and Acheen,.
or of the establishment of Johor. The
maritime and commercial enterprize of the
people had already spread them far and .
wide through the Archipelago, and the
power and policy of their Europesn visi-
tors, by breaking down their larger settle--
ments, contributed to seatter them still
wider, and to force them to form still
smaller establishments wherever they could
escape their power and vigilance. R
 The opinion generally formed of the,
character of this people having been taken
from the maritime states, it may be suffi-,
cient, on the preseat occasign, to advert
to some particulars in the constitution ef

ce




12
their government, and to the habits and
character of the people who compose them.

The government of these states, which
are established in more or less power on
the different rivers on the eastern coast of
Sumatra, and on the Malay Peninsula, as
well as on the coast of Borneo, and
throughout the smaller islands, is founded
on principles entirely feudal. A high re-
spect is paid to the person and family of
the prince, who usually traces his desceat
through a long line of ancestors, generally
originating on the Malayan side from Me-
nangkabau or Johor, and not unfrequently
on the Mahomedan side from the descen-
dants of the prophet. The nobles are chiefs
at the head of a numerous train of de-
pendents, whose services they command.
Their civil institutions and internal policy
are a mixture of the Mabomedsn with
their own more ancient and peculiar cus-
toms and usages, the latter of which pre-
dominate ; in the principal states they are
collected in an ill-digested code ; but in
thlnfmmbﬁshmmutbe’mwmd
to tradition.

The Malays, with all their faults, are
distinguished not oaly by the high respect
they pay to ancestry and nobility of de-
scent, and their entire devotion to their
chiefs, and to the cause they undertake,
but by a veneration and reverence for the
experience and opimions of their elders.
They never euter on an euterprize without
duly weighing its advantages and conse-
quences ; but when once embarked in it,
they devote themselves to its accomplish-
ment. They are sparing of their labour,
and judicious in its application : but when
roused into action, are no¢ wanting in spiri¢
and enthusiasm. In their commercial deal-
ings they ase keen and speculitive, and &
spirit of gaminy is prevalent; but in their
general habits they are far from penusious.

‘With a knowledge of this character, we
may find in the circumstances in which
they bave been placed, some excuse for the
frequent piracies, and the practice-of
¢ running a-muck,” with which they bave
so often and justly been accused. The
European policy which first destroyed the
independence of their more respectable
states, and subsequently sppropriated to
itself the whole trade of the Archipelago,
left them without the means of honest
subsistence; while, by the extreme severity
of its tortures and punishments,_ it drove

. &ingapore Instiluiion,
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them to & state’ of desperation. Thue
piracy became honourable, and that de-
votion which on another occasion would
have been called a virtue, became s crime.

Of the Javans, s higher estimate may
be formed; though wanting in the native
boldness and enterprize of character which
distinguishes the Malays, they have many
qualities in common with them, but bear
deeper teaces of foreign influence, and at
the present period, at lesst, stand much:
higher in"the scale of civilisation. They
are almost exclusively agricultaral, and in
the extraordinary fertility of their country,
they find sufiicient indacements to prefer
a lile of comparative ease and comfort
within their own shores, (0 one of enter-
prise or hasard beyond them. The causes
which have coptributed to their presént im-
proved state are various, and, bowever in-
teresting, it would swell this paper beyond
its due limits to enter on them.

The Madurese who inhabit the neigh-
bouring island are distinguisbed for more
spirit and enterprize; but the people im
that quarter who more peculiarly attract
our interest are those of Bali, an. island
lying immediately east of Java, and who
at the present day exhibit the extraordinary
fact of the existence of an independent
Hindoo Government in this quarter of the
East. It was an island that, on the es-
tablishment of Mahomedanism in Java in
the fifteenth century, the Hindoos whe ad-
hered to their ariginal faith took refuge in,
where they have preserved the recollection
of thelr formes greatness and the records
and form of their religion. This islend,
no part of which has ever been subjected
to European anthority, contains, with
Lambok, immediately adjoining, a popu~
lation not far short of a million. - The
shores are unfavourable to commerce, snd
the people have not hitherto beea much
inclined to distant entesprise. The island

_ itself bas long been subjected to all the

horvors of an active slave-trade, by whick
meabs its inhabitants have been distributed
among the European settlements. A more
honest commerce, however, has been las.
terly sttracted to it, and doth

and Chinese have formed small establish-
ments in the principal towns. Iu their:
personal character they are remarksble for
a high independence .and impatience of
controul. A redundant population, added
tO the slave-trade, hes separated them inte
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with each other.

In the island of Celebes, we find the
pesple of a still more enterprizing cha-
racter ; the elective form of their govern-
ment ofitrs a singular snomaly among
Asistic states, and isvaot the léast peculiar
of their imstitutions. Bugguese are the
most adventurous treders oft the Archipe.
hgu,benrymof which they carry

and even extend them
mdzmdNewHolhnd They are
remarkable for fair-desling; and the extent
of their transactions. They were con-
verted to Mahomedanism atw much later
period ghan ecither the Javans or Malays,
snd not generally till sfter tha arrival 'of
the Portuguese in the sixteenth century.
This island contains an extensive popula-
tion, but its interior and north-wostern
provinces are but litle known, and asre
inhabited by the same descriptions of un-
cultivated people as are found in the in-
tevior of Bomeo and the larger islands to
the enstward.

Of the population of the Molucess, it
may be remarked that they are for the most
part Christiana of the Lutheran persuasion.

Fhe magnitude and importance of Bor.
oo more partieularly attracts our atten-
tion. Malay settlements'are formed on
its primcipal rivers, and extenaive colonics
of Chiness bave established themselves in
the vichrity of .the gold mimes &t a short
distance inland, but 'the interior of the
ishend is yetrunkobwn. Various estimates
of its population have been formed, but
" the delta are too umeertain: to ‘be:depended
upon> The tribes whicli inbebit the ins
tetior differ much in character;”but the
msjority sppear to be agriboitural, and e’
rece .of people whdunigiht be essily rien.
proved. and civilized. ©Odvers agubr arw
extremely berbsrods; ‘and. it must be ads
misted, that the practice vf witn-hustikg:
for the purposs of obtainizig the! huads 'of
the vietims, is m:ﬁequmthmghou.'
tribes sfill inhabiting-the interior of Cus
lebed, Oeram, 'and Jelolo, usually known'
Dy the matmie of Howfurss o Aoory

¥ ws add tothe above theé population:
of the Philippines, iwhich is rot esthmated’
at' R shim three milllons, ‘Magindanao
amd the Sgole: Archipelago, the Batitas and
othet'inforior™ tribes-of Sumatra, and thd
wasllydeaidéd vaew ecomdionielly foahd on
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the peninsula and the larger islands, and
more eéxtensively established in Papua or
New Guinea, some iden may be formed
of the extent and nature of the varied
population of this interesting Archipelago.
But the numerous Chinese settlers who
now form a considerable portion of this
popuhation, and who have given a stimu-
lus to the industry of its inhabitants, must
not be passed over in sifence. In the
istand of Java, the number of these settlers
is not less than one hundred thousand ; a
nm{hrnumberueobefoundtnﬁun

in Borneo they are stil more mumerous,
and they are to be met with in every well-
regillated state. ‘The valuable gold mines
of the latter island have offcred a powerful
inducement to their establishment :'they
are worked almost exclusively by Chinese,
and an extertsive population of Dayaks
from the interior are rapidly extending
cultivationi in their vicinity. There seem
to be’ no litnits to the increase of Chiness
on this island ; the redundance of popula-
ton in the mothier 'tountry, the constant
intercourse which exists with it, and the’
inducements afforded for colonization in a
new eoil, where, in addition'to agricul-
tural and commercial resources, the pro-
duce of gold'and diamonds appeats to Be
only proportioned to the libour emvployed,

are'such that, to a speculdting and indus-
trious people like the Chinese, they mmist
contiriue to operate fu spite of politital
restrictions and ‘partial exactions, It de-
setves resretd; that of all the inhabitints of
thé - Arcitipelago, ' the ''Chinese, as well
from - their Hssimflting riore’ with the
curems of Europeans thah the native Ma-
hdmedans, as from' their habits of obe.
dience and submiadfon to power, are uni-

fam!yﬁnmd‘Wt&moﬂpmeﬁemd
itprovealile. B
“Frét- the mlewmﬁm t'will'be-

seen how Varied & the' population of this
Archipelago, bothtih Charkcter sid emn.
ployments, akd' thit it consists- both of
agriculturel- aid’ commerciat ‘classes, ' of
diffevent fanksin the’ scale of ‘each; frdm
the wildest tribes Who eeck a precarious
sulpdistériee in théfr wodds and foreits, to
the' evitixed Javath who his drwn forth
therlebuoflﬁunoqﬂﬂedbbﬂ,dnd made
it 4l granary of these islandi: and from
the petty trader who tollects the scattered
prodice of the' fnterior, to the Chinese
capita¥ist who reveives-it front theai, and



4
disperses it again 0 more distant regions.
Sttusted between the rich and populous
eontinents of China on the one band, and
Indis on the ether, and furnishing
Rurope the means of an extensive com-
wieece; the demand for the commerce of
those islands is unfailing, and thet pro-,
duce is ounly limited by the extent of the
pepulation. By means of the variety of
its tribes, their intermixture: and com-
wexion with each other, and the acosssi-
ble nature of the ocossts, washed by the
smoothest seas in the werld, while large
sad navigeble rivers open communication,
with the interior, the stimulus of this
gommerce is propagated in successive
waves through the whole, and the inex-
haustible resources of the country are
drawn forth in & manner and to an extent
that could nat otherwise have been obtain-
ed. Each is dependent on the other, and
receives and communicates s portion of the
geveral activity. Thus the savage and
intractable Batta collects and furnishes the
eammphor and benjamin, the spontaneous
produce of bis woods; the équally bar-
barous Dayak and wild Harafurs ransacks
the bowels of the earth for its gold and its
diamonds ; the inhabitant of Soolo seeks
for the pearl benesth the waters that sur-
round him, and others traverse the shores
for the tripang or ses-slug, or descend
jato its rocky- caverns for the Chinese
luxury of birde'-nests, Ascending from
theee, we find the more civilized Snmae-
tran, whoee agriculture is yet rude, em-
ployed in the raising of pepper ; the native
of the Molyccas in the culture of the nut-.
meg and clove; the still higher Javen and
Sismese, besides their abundant harvests.
of rice, supplying Europe with their coffee
and suger, and all impelled aud set in
motion by the spirit of commerce. Not
loss varied are the people who colleet this
produce from all these different quarters,.
till it is finally shipped for Europe, Indis,
and China, frem the petty bartering trader
who_brings it from the interior to the
ports and mouths of the rivers, the Malay
who conveys it from port to port, the more,
sdventurous Bugguess who sweeps the,
remote shores to concentrate their produce
at the Emporia, 10 the Chinese menchant.
who sends his junks, laden with his accu-
mulsted produce, to be dispersed shrough.
the empire of China, and furnishes.Eu-.
ropeans with the cargoes of sheir ships.

HFovry,
Tiweugh the same diverging chmnnels are
agsin circulsted the manufectures of Indte
axd Earope, and thus a consiant intér-
course -and ocirculation fs maimained
through the whele. How much thisinter-
oowrse is facilitated by the nature of the-
countries, broken into innumersble is
lands, may be readily couceived, and the
vastwess of the field mey he inferred from
the oxtent te which its commmerce has ac-
taally been carried uader every disadvan:
tage’ of monopolizing pelicy, and of in-
ssourity of pérson and property by which
the condition of the people has been de-
pressed and their increase preveated. When
we consider that they are plaved at the very
threshold of Chira, u country overflowing
with an enterprizing and industrious popue
lation, anxious and eager to settle where-
ever pecurity and protection is afforded,
that it is this people who have chiefly con-
tibuted to maintain and support the ener-
gies of the uative population, and have
diffused the stimulus of their own activity
wherever they have settled, arnd that pro-
tection ounly is wanted to atcumulate them
in any numbers, to creste, it may be said,
a second China, the resources and means
of this extraordinery Archipelago will ap-
pear withdut limits.

Viewed in this light, Borneo and ‘the
esstern islands may become to China what
Amarica is already to the nations of £uo-
rope. The superabundant and overflowing
popuistion of China afferds an almost in-
eoxhaustible souree of colomization; while
the new and fertile svil-of these islands
offers the means of immediate and plentic
ful subsistence to' any numbeérs who may
settle in them. How rapidly, under such
circumstanees, these colomies may increase
in population, where the climate is at least
s congenial to the Chinese as that of
America %0 Europesans, may be readily
ooaceived from: the experience which the
latter hes afforded. The wealth of their
mines, and the extent-of their own native:
pepwistion, atded to the greater proximisy
of China, are sdvautagvs which were not
enjoyed by America, and must contribute-
to accelerate the progress of the celoni-:
mtiorn.

" A scene like this eannot be viewed with
indifference ‘by the philosophic asd con-
templative npind ; the diversified form in
which the human character is exhibited,
the new -and origial festures which it
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displays, and the circumatances which
bave . restrained ov accelerated. the deves
lopmens of aur netwwe in thess extenaive
and ramote regions, offer sources of almost
inexbmustible inquiry and research ; while
the obscurity whlcbdarkmﬂxeongml!d
warly history. of the people, the peculiarity
of their languages, lsws, and.customws,
and.the. .vestiges which remain of a higher
state of the arts and of learning, offer, in 8
literary and scientific view, pursuits of no
less interest than importance, Placed as
we sball be in the very centre of this
Apchipelagp,, the. life and soul. of its ex+
tensive commerce, and mainining with
its most distant parts, and with the adjacens
contipant, a copstant and rapidly increasiog
intecourse, the, means are affosded to us,
shove all other nations,, of prosecuting
these stindigs with facility and advantage, .
We here find human nature at its lawest
point, in the woolley-beaded savage. whoy
rosps his woods in absolute nakedness,
deriving & precarious subsistenge . from
ool and fisb, and with no ether habitation
than. 8 cavern . or & tree §, We can traae the
progress of improvemens in those whoew
agrienlture i yet.in itsinfaucy, whe clean
s porsion of their woods by fire, and take,
a contingency out of it. by, planting &
listle rice, in the soil thus enriched by the-
ashes. We dwell with mare. pleasure on:
those rich tracts of qulyvation which-adorn:
the slopes, of. the central districtarof Jawa,
snd Sumatre, whera the mountaio-torrent,
is agsted in its coyrse, and wade s flaw.
aver and fartiline. sucosssive terraces on-
which aghundant-harvests age.reaped.. Weo.
shell meet with states which bave risen by.
commenee..to wealth, and emingsee,. and:
hase 0w sunk gince ber s4il has. beets dis.,
plagedeon ather, shares. - To the historien-
syl the aotignarien, the field here pre.;
sented. is upbeunded. The Istter will
taace, im the languages and mensments, the:
origie and eax)y hiswary- of these intovset-
ing-popla; be will fiad the Malayan- lan-
smgndiffused yader various modifications, -
foam. Madegmcan,. o the. cpasts of Africay:
ta,tha.islands, of. the Pacific ;. he-will find.
it compected  with, Hinduiswm by an influx.
of Senacyit words, and will trace the effoats
o WINIguInt. cRvamIan ia AR acogesion
. Jn, their ancient mony=
wwhmuﬁndw-'
of thm swigtence, o Brahm oc of Boudhy:
apd.mf. theig, Seetoew ¢ nations in. the-
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magnituda of theiv rentains., He wilk find
temples and sculptures which fimal im
grandeur and extent thass of continental
India,. and through the mists. of traditiost
will discover the faint light of glories that
heve passed away. He will ind lanw
guages of singuisr perfection and richness;
that are no longer understood, except by
the-lesrned ;. in short, he will find abun~
daat proof of a former high state of civi«
lisation from whickthey havefallen. The
eauses of this declension, the vieissitudes
they have undergone, and their history imy
modern times, when the progress of tha
Moussulman faith and of European arms
overturned and threw into confusion the
ancient order of things,. are subjects not:
less interesting than untouched. Thres
centuries of intercourse have given but
little information upon these and other in.
teresting points. War and commerce has:
hitherto . sbeorbed the attéention of those
who have visited these regions, with some
exceptions, which have rather served to
excite then to gratify curiosity. Late years:
have been more fertile, and hawe opened:
the way te further inquiries, and the spirlt
which has been awakened -honld not be
saffered te slaep. .

It would he endless to point out the:
desiderata which yet remain to be sapplied, -
qu the subjects of interest which yet re-
main, to-be investigated. The otigin of
Boudhism, as it may be traced to Siam,
and particularly Laos, and othar countries’
not yet visited by Europsans, but with.
which a commercial iuntercourse exists, is
not the lexet of theee. The objects of
science aye net less numerous, to say no-
thing of the vast field which the immense
empire of China opens to the speculative-
wmind. Through the means of her native
traders who frequent these geas, and are
pratected by our flag, we have it in our
power to prosecute the most extensive re-
searches, aud to communicate as well as .
receive information, which wey be reci-
procally useful and acceptable. - While,
ay a manufacturing nation, we are com- .
pelled to supply this empire with the raw
produce of our temitories, we cap never
want: an interest in' inquiring into the
principles and means by which they are -
thus able to supersede us, even with the -
advantage, of - our unrivalled machinery,
The Chinese mind itself, the literature and
character of this extracrdinery peopley of °




16
whom 0 little is known that their place
and rank in the scale of civilization {s yet
undetermined, are questions which have
long attracted the attention of the western
world. The current of their idess, the
mould of their minds, and the whole bent
and direction of thelr powers,’ differ so
much frony our own, tiat an estimate of
shem is no easy task. We find them dis-
persing themselves abroad, and carrying
with them a spirit of emterprize and specu-
lation, combhined with an industry and
prudence, that makes them flourish and
scquire opulence wherever they settle.

Such is the range of inquiry open to the
philosopher : but to him who is interested
in the cause of humanity, wio thinks that
the diffusion of the humanizing arts is as
essential to the character of our nation as
the acquisition of power and wealth, and
that wherever our flag is carried it should
confer the benefits of civilization on those
whom it protects, it will appear no less
important, that in proportion as we extend
the field of our own inquiry and informa-
tion, we should apply it to the advamntage
of those with whom we are commected,
and endeavour fo diffuse among them the
light of knowledge,” and the means of
moral and intellectusl improvement.:

The object of our stitions befng confined
to the protection amd encourdgerhent of a
free and unrestricted commerce with the
whole of these countries, and our esta-
blishments belrig on this footing and prin-
ciple, no jédonéyean exist where we make
our inquiries. When the man of science
inquires’ for the mineral or ' vegétable
productions of any particular country, ‘or
the manner in which the fidlds ar¢ culdl:
vated of thé mines worked, no motive witl
exist from wuhbol'dmg information ; but
if, in returh, we ate anxfous and rcady to
dieseminate the superior Knowledge we
ourselyes podsess, how muth shall we' fn-
crease this readiness and deéfre on the part’
of the natives, and’ whht may not be thd
extent of the blessing$ we inay in exchangd
confer on these extensive regioms! How
noble the object, how beneficial the effébts,
to carry with our commerce the lights of in-
struction and general improvement! How
much more exalted the character in which
we shall appear, how much more congenial
to every British feeling! By collecting
the traditions of the country, and afford-
ing the means of instruction to all who
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wisit our etations; we shalt gfve sn ad:
ditional ‘indhtement to gemeral inter.
course’; whilé the merchant will pursne
his gain, the representstives of our go-'
vernntent wift acquire a higher character
and mdfe ‘géneral respecty by develing a
portion of histime tb the diffusian-of thet
knowledge and of thdse prineiples whith
form the bappiness s6d bash of all civi-
lifed society. - The naffve inlmbitant, whe
will be first-attracted by comtngree, - witl
imbibe & respett: f&f our-institutions, snd
when be finds that some bf these sve des-
tined ‘éxclusively for -¥Wis own benefit,
while he applauds anfl respects the' mo-
tive, he will not fail to profit by them.
Our civil fistitafions and politieal in-
fluence are talcdlated to intrense the popu-
lation and wenlth 6f theése countries, ‘and
cultivation 6f mirid seems ‘aloné Wanting
to raise theth fo such a rank ‘wmong the
nations of the world s their géographieat
situation and dlithate may adinit. And
shall we, who’ hiave been' sv Ffavoured
among other nations, refuse to encourage
the growth of 4mrellectutt improvement,
or rather shaft we not eonsider it one of
our first ‘duties to affortt the mesws of
éducatioh to' surrounding countefes, and
thus réhdér our stations not erily the seatw
of ' cotinmerce,” but’ of Thetuture snéd the
arts? Wil not our' Best inetidationsend
feelings be thus gratified,’ab:the simie tinse
that ‘we are contributing ' thise mittions
in the ‘scale- of civilization 2. It mwyites
obgerved, that in! proportion ‘s the'péople:
are ﬁhlized, ooy interoovis Wwith
filands ‘will ' become more*general,) afony
secure, and itote sdvatieigiootts +-tiud tie
mittve vithes -of the coumtries ‘witivh they
inhibi¢ weent ivexiuustible, nd iyl
eventual - éxeird of onr ' counutrew wialy
thein rmast consequenthp depiid. en he
Srowttt Hf-inwMectumt-fpproremadtaapd
the* extension-iof smorst: principhe. ok
Riiowledge: OP the Tanguages >of shese
cbuntries considered on ile wost expgm:
#ive scally s evsentisl. So-all imeveti gation;
#4 My not the sequisition ob thesende
petmed With most adventage imeenpec-
tion with ssme defined plan for educafing
tbehighe#&rdenofﬁeinhbi.m? May
not one object mutually aid the other, and
the interests of philanthrepy snd liters.
ture be best consulted by meking thesad-
vantagés reciprocal?  There -is noslimg -
perhaps which distinguishes the charmcter
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of thess islumders from the people of India
morg than the abasence of inveterste pre-
Judice, and the little mfluence Mahome-
danism hes had over their eonduct and
way of thinking, With them neither
civil mor religious institutions seem to
stond in the way of improvement, while
the aptness and solicitude of the people to
receive instruetion is remarkable ; and in
the higher classos we often find a disposi-
tion. to enjoy the luxuries and comforts of
European life, and to assimilate to its
manners and courtesies. The states more
sdvanced in civilisation have embraced the
Mahomeden faith, which still continues to
muke a slow progress throughout the Ar-.
chipelago. This faith was not introduced
by conquest, but by the gradual progreas
of persussion exerted by active missiona-
ries on a simple and ingenuous people.
It is on the Mussulman teachers alone
that they are at present dependent for in.
struction; but these are now comparatively
fow, and of an inferior order; many of
them little better than manumitted slaves,
though assuming the title of 8eids and
Bheiks. When we consider that the whole
of the Archipelago is left open to the
views and schemes of these men, that they
promise the joys of Paradise in recom.
pense of the slight ceremony of circum-
eision, and in this world exemption from

Bengal; bet the distance and want of

means $0 defray the expense bas generally

prevended them from doing so. In an

instance, however, in which this has taken

place, ‘we shall find evidence of the capa-
Asiatic Journ.—No. 103,

city of the people to receive instruction,
und are able to form some estimate of the
degree of improvement to which they
might attain if similar advantages were
enjoyed by all. Shortly after the conquest
of Java, two sons of the Regent of Sa-
marang were sent to Bengal, where they
remained only two years, but returned to
their native country not only with a gene-
ral knowledge of the English language,
but versed in the elements of general his-
tory, science, and literature, The rapid
progress made by these youths, not only
in these attainments, but in their manners,
habits, and principles, bas been the sur-
prise and admiration of all who have
known them. It may be observed gene-
rally with regard to Mahomedanism in the
Eastern Islands, that although the more
respectable part of the population pay
some attention to its forms as the esta-
blished religion of the country, they are
far more attached and devoted to their
ancient traditions and customs, insomuch
that in most of the states the civil code of
the Koran is almost unknown.  Tn many
of the countries which have not yet em-
braced Mahomedanism, such as those of
the Battas and other interior tribes of
Sumatre, the islands along its western
coast and the Dayaks of Borneo, it is diffi-
cult to say what are their religious tenets.
Faint traces of Hinduism are occasionally
discovered, blended with local and original
ideas, and it has even been questioned
whether some of them have any religion

. atall.

The inducements and facilities which
are thus afforded, suggest the advantage
and necessity of forming an institution of
the nature of a College, which shall em-
brace not ouly the object of educating the
higher classes of the native population,
but at the same time that of affording
instruction to the officers of the Company
in the native languages, and of facilitating
our more general researches into the his-
tory, condition, and resources of these
countries.

An institution of this kind formed on a
simple but respectable plan, would be
hailed with satisfaction by the native chiefs,
who, as far as their immediate means
admit, may be expected to contribute to
its support; and a class of intelligent
natives, who would be employed as
teachers, would always be at the com-

Vou. XVIIL D
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mand and disposal of Government. The
want of such a class of men has long
been felt, and is perhaps in a considerable
degree owing to the absence of any centre
or seat of learning to yvhich they could
resort,

The position ‘#nd circumstances of Sin-
gapura point it out as the most eligible
situation.for such an establishment. Its
central situation among the Malay states,
and the commanding jufluence of its gam-

merce, render it a place of general and

counvenient resort, while in the m\nds of
the natives it will always be gssoclated
with their fondest recollections as the seat
of their ancient government, before the in-
fluence of a foreign faith had shaken those
institutions for which they still preserve so
bigh an’ attachment and reverence. The
advantage of selecting » place thus hal-
lowed by the ideas of a remote antxquuy,
end the veneration attached to its ancient
line of kings from whom they are sgll
proud to trace their descent, wmust be ob-
vious

The gbjects of mch an mmwﬁon may
be briefly stated as follows :

order of natives and others,

. Secondly, To afford the means of in-
struction in, the native languages to such
of the Cqunpany’s,servants and others ps
may desire it, .. .

Thirdly. To, colleq& the a;mered htew.
ture and toaditipns of the cpuntry, -with
whatever, may .illustrate their, laws apd
customs, and to, publish and circulate in a
correct foxm the most important of these,
with such other. works gs may ba calcu.
Iated to raisa the character of the institu-
tign, and, 19 be nseful qr ingtrygtive to, ;.he
P“’El& J e e

The mare immediate ¢ffects wlw:h m-w
be expected to resplt from av institutign
of this nature ;uw already, been pointed
out, and are sugh ga, will readily suggest
themselves. , Native schools bave already
been established, apd way be expected to
spread in various, directions; congecsed
with these an jsstitution of the nature now
proposed is. calculated to cowplete the
system, and by affording to the higher
classes a participation in the general pro-
gress of improyement, to raise them in a
corresponding degree, and thus preserve
and cement the natural relations of society.
Afer what has been said, it is needless to

»
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enlarge on the more obvious and striking
advantages which must result from the
general diffusion of knowledge among a
peopleso situated. The natural and cer-
tain effect must be the lmprovement. of
their condition, and a consequept ad-
vmcement in cavlllzatlon and iness.
The qukuess o£ahe chiefs is an  evil which
has been long felt and sclmowledged in
,these countms, md o cqltwq‘te and im-
{:ove (their mtel,leﬁuul powers seems to
the most eﬁ‘ectugl remedy. They will
duly appreciate the baneﬁt conferred, gud
while it must inevitably tend to attach them
more clostl,yto us, we shal] find our re-
compence i in the stability of theu' fytyre
suthority, and the general securify. pod
good order which must be the resylt.
There are, however, some results of, &
more distant and speculanve mtul'e. which
it is impossible to pass over unnot.lced.
These relate more particulerly to the event-
ual abolition of| slavery,. the, wmodifiation
of their more otwpuamblg civil inglity-
ions, pﬂrucuhib‘ those relating to dgbts
sud l-hq discoptinumpce ol

11

and'mayri

’the horrid m’acuqes of mmbalqp and
First. Toeduea;ethewmoftheh;gbet )

man- hunu.ng, byt too yreulent among
some of dxg more burbarous tribes, ag ghe
. nattuand Alfoors .

"7 1tis almost unnegessary o me.

davery is not only tolerated qnd ackpow-
fedged by the Mnlly law, but unti} re-
mtly it was openly encourageq by, the
chief European authority in_thesa peas.
Batavia for the lagt twa centugies hasheen
the principal angl fatal wart jo, which. the
‘onjority were .carried, and the, islanda of
Bali,, Celgbes, and Nias, are;the couptries

., Whence the supplies were armpmuy

cured.. Many thoysands,ef the mcumpf
Q,lus lawless traffic were annyally olpaingd
iy muc) the sape, sanner s o the, Coapt
of Africa, and the, e has alyays, bgen a
yery mﬁ“blﬁ jones and the principgl. sup-
port, ol _piracy,, While the Britishwerg in
ppssession, of Jaya,. the act of, Parliament.
declaring the, tade felopy on_the part of
its owm,subjects was made a colonial Ly ;
this prohikition does not appear tq have
been repealed, and much benefit may be
snticipated from the Batavian Goyernment
not spngtioning, the practice by its sutho-
rity. But when we consider the extent
and varied interests of the Archipelago,
the number of slaves still in Java, and
the right whicb every Mahomedan exer-
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cises according to his ability of converting
or reducing to slavery every unbeliever be
meets with, the extent of the population still
unconverted, ‘and the sanction glven to
slavery by the Malay custom, we can only
Jook for the complete remedy of the évil in
the exitension of our influerice among the
mhvesates, and the effocts which a better
educatiori may produce on’ the chiefs.
'nxmughmfi the gwater part of the
m states the Ma.hon’leda.n law has
never been adopted ini its 'full extent. In
some it has been blended with the orfginal
customs and iﬁﬁhﬁons. and in others
not introduced at all. Tbe laws regard-
ing debits and s are peculiarly
illustrative of this,"and howéver in prin-
diple they mity have beeti” applicable to a
‘former state ‘of society, are now in prac-
dee found to be fu many places highly
oppressive and injuridus to the increase of
‘population. This fact is fully exemplified
in the vicinity of Bencoolen, where a large
portion of d!epopulauon is reduced to a
stite Hitle betiér thanthat of actual slavery
on acoount of &Bu, dnd fully one-fourth
of the marriageable females remain ina
state of celibacy from the otstac‘les wlnch
"their eustoms oppose to marnage 'I'he
formar arises from the custorn' which g
the creditor art “unlimited nght over the
servioes of the deptot fof any sum however
smalfl ; ird'ihatiy tases'the family anid refa-
todé of'the Wébior are Turthier liable in the
‘wame msdnet. I the case of marriage it
may 'be dbserved that thé daugliters ave
torsidered i 'form a part of ‘the property
* of* U Thelich, “sifid aré ohly to'be purchased
* frélit Him by"tde suitor at & pride e¥teed-
,idg the usudl rifeins”of ‘the Men. “The
T efite oF élfucation filay 'be éxpected to'be
Wi the' gladuad motlification and im-
t of thewé institutions; espetially
'if'diélt by ofr influence and"exatple.
“Howevet ‘the tilitives' tility bé to
“#ii¢ principles on which these institutions
are founded, experience has' proved that
they'are by wo uithits unwilthig#d modify
-then phawt on cduviction that they
aré injurieus in tendency. - Fn'a- recent
instance, they readily agreed’'to'lower.the
price paid for wives on the advantage of
sucl’'a messure being urged nd'erphmdd
to them.
- On "the. subject of the barbarous prac-
tices " alluded to as common among the
wilder tribes, it may be sufficient for the
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" present purpose to state that the Battas, a
numerous people having a language and
written character peculiar to themselves,
and inhabiting a large portion of the
northern part of Sumatra, are universally
addicted to the horrid practice of devour-
ing the ‘flesb of their enemies whom they
‘take In battle, and that many tribes of the
Dayaks of Borneo, and the Alfoors of the
furtber East, arp addicted to the practice
of man-hunting solely for the purpose of
presenting the bleeding head as an offering
‘to their mistresses, A man is considered
honourable according to ‘the number of
heads he has thus procured, nqd by the
custom of the country such ar offering is
an mdlspcnsable preliminary to marriage.
It is not to bé expected that our schools
will bave any direct or immediate in-
Huerice on people whete such practices are
prevalent, but indirectly and cventually,
as the chiefs of the more civilized states in
their neiglhibourhood "acquire potwer and
stability, they may be expetted gradually
to be brought under their influence, and
subjected to the rennlnts of & better state
of society. :

“From this it will appear how extensive
are the advantages to be ‘dbtained from
bdueoung the higher classes, t6 whom
alone we cant look for extending the bene-
fits of civillzatfon o the barbarous tribes
who would otherwise be entirely beyond
the sphere of our fnftuence. e

Having now shewn the' &xtent and ob-
jécu of thie propdsed-institation, the field
pmemed for its’ operation,” and pointed
ot some of {he udvantages which fhay be
expectéd ‘o result, it'will'be sulliciénit in
tonelusith to remark, thut the progress of
-¢very “plan’ ‘of ‘intprovertient on’ the bdsis
of education must be slow and gradual;

' fts effects are silent 'and 'utiobtriusive, and
‘the present genétation - will probably pass
away befofe théy ate fally felt and appre-
‘tiated. Few matlofis have’'mafle much
advance ini civilizdfion by their own um-
hetisted endeavouts;” afid none have ristn
suddenly from barbarism to refinément.
Yhe experience of the world ifforms’ us
that education affbrdy the odly means ‘of
' effecting any considerable amelioration, or
of expanding the powers of the’ human
mind, In estinfating the “results of any
scheme of the. kind the aivantages must
always be in a great mreasure speculative,
and dependant on the concurrence of a

De &
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variety of circumstapces which cannot be
forescen.  This is admitted to, apply with
its full force do the |mstltmlon in question,
but when it is considered that education
affords the only reasonable xmd efficient
roeans of improying the condition of those
who are so much lower than ourselves in
the scale of civilization, that the want of
this improvement is no where mqre sen-
sibly felt than in the field before us, and
that the proposed plan has the double
object of obtaining information ourselves
and affording instruction to others, it will
be allowed to be at least calculated to assist
in objects which are not only important to
our national interests, but honourable and
consistent with our national character. A
single individual of rank raised into im-
portance and energy by means of the pro-
posed institution, may- sbundantly repay
our labour by the establishment of a better
order of society in his neighbourhood, by
the example be may set, and by the re.
sourceg of the country ho may develope,
We are not plodding on a barren soil, and
while the capacity of the people for im-
provement is acknowledged, the inex-
baustible riches of the country are no Jess
universally admitted.

If we cousider also thatit isina gteat
measure to the influence of Europeans,
and to the ascendancy they have acquired
in these seas, that the decline of the peos
ple in wealth and -civilization is to be
ascribed, and that the same causes have
contributed to take away the means of
instruction they formerly possessed, it is
almost an act of duty and justice to en-
deavour to repair the injury done them.
The British influence in these seas is al.
ready hailed as bringing freedom to com-
merce and support to the independence of
tha native states, and shall we notalso afford
them the means of reaping the fruits of
these blessings? Of what use will it be
to protect the persons and raise the wealth
and independence of these people if wd
db not also cultivate and expand their
minds in the same proportion. Besides
the inducements of humanity, besides thie
eonsideration of what is due to our nas
tional character, shall we not best preserve
the tranquillity of these countries, and the
frepdom. and safety of our own intercourse,
by improving their moral and intellectual
eondition ? shall we nat bind them to us
by the firmest of all ties, and build aa
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empire on the rock of opinion, where we
neither wish nor seek for.it on any othes
principle? .,

. The elject is,to commence o iostitue
tion which sball continpe to grow and
extend itself in praportion to the benefit it
affords ; a situation has been chosem the
most advantageous for this-pyrpoge, from
whence as a centre its, influence. may be
diffused and its sphere gradually extended,
until jt at lengh embrace euen.the whale
of that wide field whose Dature js already
been shewn. That it will spread may be
congidered almost beyond a :doubt; we
know the readiness.aund ,aptness of the
people to receive instruction, we know
that they have had similar institutions of
their own in happier and more prosperous
times, and that they now lament the want
of them, as not the smallest of the evils
that has attended the fall of their power.
It is to Britain alone that they cen look
for the restoration of these advantages;
she is now called upon to lay the founda-
tion-stene, and there is little doubt that
this once done, the people themselves will
htgely con#ibute to rearlng and compleu.
ing the edifice.

But it is not to remote #nd speculative
advantages that the effeet of such an in-
stitution will be confined; while the ent
lightenad philanthropist will dwell with
pleasure on that part of*the prospect, the
immediate advantages will be found fully
proportionate. To afford the means of
instruction in the native languages to those
who are to administer our affairs and
watch over our interests in such extensive -
regions, is surely no trifling or unimpor-
tant object. In prometing the ifterests of
literature and seiense not less will be fts
effect; to Baengal,:where inquiries ints
the literature, history, and customs of
arlental nations have been prosecuted with
such success, and atéended withmich ime
portant results, such an institution will
prove a powerful auxilisary in extending
these inquiries among the people of the
further East. Many of the researches
already begun can only be completed and
perfected on this soil, and they will be
forwarded on the present plan by collect.
ing the scattered remains of the literature
of these countries, by calling forth the
literary spirit of the people and awakening
its dormant energies. The rays of-intels
lect now divided and lost will be coneen.
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tratod ioto & focus from whenco they will
bo agsin radisted' with added lustre,
brightened and strengthened by our: supe-
rior Hghes, "' Thug will our stations’ not
onty bectine’the céntrés of commerce and
' tuxtiries, but of ‘réknement and ‘the
TiberiPivts. 'TF commerte brings wealth
S odrfhiies, it fs the ‘spitit”of Yterature
#sid philantliropy thit ‘teikhes us how to
cinplyy R MWW?urposes Iety
this st Bas vinde Britith o ot dmony
o sationdy strdbiz iri*hér mative might, o
dkpense Hessingy th’ alt arourd “her.'” It
the time ehlill come when' her ‘empire shall
kave passed sy, these monumerits of her
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shall Bave become 4n empty name. Let
it still be the boast of Britain to write her
name in'characters of light ; let her not be
remembered as the tempest whose course
was desolation, but as the gale of spring
fevmng the slumbering seeds of mind,
d callmg them to lgfe from the winter
of ‘ignorance ‘and’ oppression. Let the
sun of Bitath’ arise on these islands, not
t6 wither and scorch them in its fierceness,
bt like that 6f hét own genial skies,
whose ‘mild and 'benignant influence is
Mhiled and blessed by all who feel its
beam:
* T.S. Rarrizs.
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. | THE LATE. LIEUT.-COLONEL RICHARD SCOTT.

** Lizvy: Colonel Richard''Scott (on
the retired list' of the Bengal arm )
died latély at his house, in Welbeck
Screet, in the 74th year of his age. ‘
Hz was the second of fgur brothers
on the Bengal. Establishment. He
entered the service as & . Cadet, in
1768, and served under that sble offi-
cer, Colonel Gilbers Ironside, far'some
years, as his Brigade Major. ©On the
réform of'tbe army, in 1781, he was
to the cormind of the 1st
battaiori 26&1 reginient, and proceed-
éd 1o 'the coast under Colonel T.D.
Pme; and served under Sir Eyre
Coote durmg the. whole .of his ardu
ous campaigns. . On thereturn of that
de;nchmant to Bengal, the subject of
our memoir (having sueceeded ia the
ey part of. the war, bythe death .of
his Gommandiag Offioes, to thevempo.
rry bomwmand) wst; as' & reward: for
bis servicee, dppobmed ‘by-tie-Bengal
Bavermitient to ‘the ‘findl - comthamdt
&€ his 'vegithent, d’ﬂlough out of the
fegular routine of tis promotion. His
corps was part of the force detached
from Bengal to Madras, under that
able officer Col.John Cockerell, where
it served, during the. war, under the
Marquess Comwallis, at the capture
of the fortress of Bangalore, md t.he
attack on the-lines before
tam. Our oficer escaladed the hill

fort of Outradroog, although directed
by Lieut. Gen. Stuart to desist. Not-
thh.btand'mg his conduct on this oc-
casion was an acknowledged breach of
strict duty, it was cqusidered praise~
woarthy, and obtained the applause of
the Commander-in-Chief and the whole
army. He conducted up tive Piednaig-
urdam pass, the importeat supplies
of military stores and provisions so
anxiously ‘looked for'- by ‘Marquess
Cormwallis, at an interestifg "crisis of
thie campaign. Had he actedon thisoc:
casion also in strict conformity to the
Ietter of his ins'tructipns, and the of-
ficia] commuynications of Lieut. Col.
Read, the safety of these supplies, and
even of his detachment mighthave been
committed, and the subsequent treaty
of Seringapatem greatly hasarded. His
andent geal for- the publio weod was not
¢onfined bythe harrow principle, which
does not extend the line of duty be.
yond' the charge &f prescribed rule ;
lie waved, therefore, all considerations
of personal danger, and wished not to
shrink from the respansibility annexed
to d deviation from orders, when he
conceived that a departure from hisin+
structions was likely to promote the ins
terest of the public; and, accordingly,
‘on bringing in his detachment and
supplies, he obtained the thahks of
Eord Cornwallis for his firin and ju-



