
CH.LPTER SII. 

Piracy and the Straits Settlements. 

S o  feature in the history of British 31,alaya 1x1s so inlpressed 
the poq~~ilur mind as piracy. Mention a Nalay to the avera.ge 
person ancl 11e a t  once conjures 1111 a picture of a treacl~erons, bloocl- 
thirsty rufian arwed with n long wavy "kris." His  favourite 
ocrul~ation \?as l)iracy, ~nriecl  o ~ c a ~ i o i ~ a l l y  by running amok; and 

( Foro l~ea i s  sailed ]3nstcrn Feas a t  the peril of their lives. 
Tliis concepti.on is yery far  wide of the mark. It is true tha t  

m e  hundreil years ago piracy ~vas  rampant throughout the Archi- 
l~rlilgo, naii l  liu~idreds of shjps were s-tu~k. The ~esse ls  which 
snDered honre\.er were almost aln-ags the praus or i i a t i ~ e  trading- 
I~oats; E ~ ~ ~ p e i l l l  s11ips were rareljr molested. 

The e ~ ~ l a n a t i o n  bf this is simple. The pirate was first and 
foremost a. miln of business: he ~vzntecl plmlder a.11~1 slaves, and 
]]referred to  r in them with as little risk as possible. His  vessel 
was generally n m a l l  low galley, ~vllile his g ~ i n s  were usually 
~clnmsy a.1~1 of no great size. European merchantnlen mere many 
times his tonlye : nluch higher out oP the water, ancl 1ien.vily armed. 
Moreover they always put  u p  ' a  rlesperate resistance. The pirates 
'lcnen- th,at all attack 011 a lllercll~lltlriall nleailt a very heavy death-roll 
with no certainty of c q ~ t n r e  .at the end of it.  such n prize was 
worth niany n a t i ~ e  pralis; 0I)ut the pirates mantec1 pluncler, and 
not hard liilocks. A European ship was rarely attacked unless she 
-were nrrecked, or Becalmetl, or surprised in harbour. If the wind 
fi~ileil her oft' n pirate co.ast s fleet ~vould gather as if by magic 
.axil then, unless a fa~o~lrd! l~le  breeze syrang up, her fate was usually 
sealed.. The piri~tes aoul(1 overpo.wer her by ~veight of numnbcrs, 
.an11 ~voulil usually carry her .by boi~rdi~lg  after a long lxtttle, when 
the\- were sure from the silence of her guns that  she had no powder 
left. 1fkny s1iil)s nere also captured in native ports when the crew 
Irere oiT t h e i ~  g~ierd ,  by pirates who h.a.cl come aboard disguised as 
1~1erc11ai1ts. -\ljart fro111 these c-nses ho~irecer European vessels were 
~anrelp attackea unless they were so small as to promise an easy 
c.a.pture. Malay praus and the sinaller Chil~eee junks were the 
.ahil~s usually attacked. 111 nlaily cases their size was not greater 
than t!!2t of n large pira.te galley, they were not well armed, and 
their creas rarely resisted so rvell a s  Europeans. (I) 

( 1 )  J. I. A,,  111, 250-60. S. St* John. J. I. A., 111. 581.88; 629-36; IV, 
15-53 ; 144-162; 400-1.0; Gl'i-28 ; '734-46. Allon. B. Pub., Range 13, Vol. 14: 
&pt. 23, 1835, No. 9. B. PII~,., Range 12, Vol. 58; Feb. 1, 1831, No 12. 
B. Pull., Range 123, Bol.. 59: March 5, 1824, No. 49. 
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From this i t  n ~ u s t  not be co~~clndecl that  the pirates were 
co~vards: there are far  too many instances of the ilesperate courage 
wit11 which they :fouglzt when escape was impossible. Moreover 
they frequently attacked small European ~varships, and on several 
occasions capturecl Spanish and Dutch gni~boats; ~vhile niore than 
one British and Dutch war-schooner l~arelg made good her escape. (') 
Out of many cases two typical instances may be rlnotecl. In  18.07 
the small British sloop of urar " T'ictor," 18 guile slid l , l 4  m.en, m e t  
three large Lanun pirates off the J ~ v a  coast a t  snnset and ordereil 
tlleni to colne slongsicle her. They o1)e)-ed, and a small guard of 
sailors nras plnc.ec1 011 two of then1 while their cileivs aacl cargo n-ere 
being transferrecl to the war-ship. Tlie L ~ l l u n s  had been ~:isar~ned 
and aibout N O  brought on board when i t  was noticed that  the third 
prau was Segjnning to draw anray. A stern-gnn on tlie "TTictor " 
 as fired a t  he]; and sparks f r o n ~  the clischarge ig~li ted a 1 a . r ~ :  
heap of loose po~vder from one of th.e captured praus 1~11i.ch had heen 
thro1v11 011 the clecli neailbg. The ivltoJe sten1 of the nw.rship a.ns 
b l o ~ v i ~  up, ancl the ship caught fire. The sailors guariling the 
Lanuns on the "Victor" clroppeil their niusliets a n d  sprang for 
the hoses. The pirates promptly seized the mnsl<ets a i~i l  their ow11 
weapons, which were lying 011 the deck, and e l l  1i~l~o11 the crew. A t  
the same t j n ~ e  the Lai111ns still 011 t l ~ e  two ca.ptnred galleys ocer- 
powered tlie piize-crelvs and the11 begnn to climb ,011 board .t,lle 
warship. Seeing what was going 011 tlie thiril galley vowed Baclt 
and opened fire. :For the liest tllirt!. minntes the British 1 1 ~ ~ 1  
R very I~usy time of it, putting out the fire, morl;il~g the g n ~ ~ s ,  and 
trying to clear their clecks of the pirates. There ~vns a desperate 
11ancl-to-hancl fight, cutlass and c1~ul)bed mu~l ic t  against spear and 
i s  At last the pirates 'irere drive11 overhoard, leaving 80 cleail or. 
L' in a moat niangl~ecl state " on tlie declic. The " Victor " lost 
nearly 30 killed or mortally ~t~oundecl. Oue vf the praus \sas smllr, 
the other tiyo escap.ed. The " Yicto14" had so ririnv casualties 
and was so sererely c1;zmagecl that she seeills to have lost all interest 
i n  Lnnuns, and i i~stead calne liinping into port for 
The seconcl instance n-as t!ie defeat o.f a s~qnaclro1-1 of eleven Bnlauirli 

r gdIe!-s by the H. C. ( 4 )  stealner "N.emesis" in 18-$7. The Ealanini 
galleys mere long, lov: open l~oats, something like the Viking shil~s, 
and carried 3513' meii in all. They were retnrning honle after a 
snccessful voyage around -Borneo when their ill-fortune brought 
the111 across the tracli of tlie " Nemesis," 183 nleil alld four I iea~~y 
gnns. It ,\\-as the first tiiiie the Bnlanini llad see11 a steaillshil), ancT 
they tried to escape. The steamer 01-erhauled them, allil t h e  
pirates to& up  their position--in a bay close to shore. The action 
b e p ~ n  a t  one in  the afternoon, and lor . f i~e  ]lours tlie " K'e~nesis "' 
steamed islowly up and ,down their line, pouring in broads id^^ of' 

(2) J. I. A., 111, 256-59 S. St,:- John. 
(3) United Service JonrnaI, Part,. 111, Eept. 1835, pp. 38-39. 
(4)  H. C. i. e. "Ho~ionmble Company's," the letters always prefixecl: 

to the  names of ships in t h e  East India Co~upal~y ' s  nary. 
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.gra])e a11d ~2iiij.ster a t  only tiro hnnill-ed yards range. Captail1 
3.1uncl!., 1\.11o Ilenrtl the  story fronl t h e  -officers of t h e  " Xemesis" 
\\.rote t h a t  the  pirates fought  u i t h  splenilid courage. Eventna.llv, 
.six of their  galleys beat of? a. boat  a t tack sup l~or ted  by the  steamer's 
fire and. about 9 p.m. escaped i n  t h e  gathering dnsk. Five mere 
taken, sn(1 t h e  six which pot anray h a d  beell so Battered t h a t  three 
founderecl before they rea.ched I~ome.  (j)  

Malay pirac!.--to use a. .crell.-kno~vn 1)ut someu-hat misleading 
terlIl+lY~s i n  1121215 a ~v\lide-spreail a n d  ~ e r y  l lonour~ble  calling. It 
-was the l~rofession no t  merely of ontla~\rs, b u t  oi merchants, no.ble- 
men, aiicl even isliltans. I t s  origin is  lost j,11 antiquity, 11ut there is 
,evidence t h a t  l~efore  the arrival of the Portuguese 111 the Eas t  i t  was 
:a. rreog~liseil  t l ~ i ~ l g  fo r  neei l j~ rajas  to  ~.el)lenisll their  treasury bv 
~~il-:lt!cal raiils.(" 'l'lie. g.eogrnp11y of t h e  E a s t  Ind ian  Islands is  
.so peculiarly suitable for  piracy t h a t  the surpris ing th ing  xrould 
have been if i t  had not  existed. Tbe  ~\rhole of t h e  .irn.st Archipelago 
js a maze of jslniirls cli~irleil by s t rai ts  ancl gulfs, some of them of 
g rea t  size, a11(1 others so nilrronr as to 11e barely navigable. T h e  
coasts a re  lined wit11 cleilse mangrove snramps, through whi,cli in- 
numerable crceks a n d  river.s aiforcl easy passage into tlie i~ i te r io r .  
-4. niore suitt11)le field of ol~erat iovs callnot 11e conceived. T h e  
JIaIays were 0 race of sliilled .seanlen a n d  n~hi le  their boats nrere 
1.i1ther crude, the  num1:erless isltlnils odered s.ecure refuge in case 
of stornis. T l ~ e  mallgro\e snnm11s niid r i ~ e r s ,  ailil the  con~ltless 
intr jcate  pnsrages betweell tlie jslk~nils served alike a s  hiaing-places 
~.i-hile ww it ill,^ .for their prcy il1c1 sale I-,:fuges i n  case of defeat. T h e  
sens of tlie --\rc.l~illelago al~ounil  i n  sl~oiils and  reefs close inshore, 
ant1 \\,11ile the pirilte galleys always l igh t  i n  d raught  and 1;noning 
,every foot  of the \\.a?, negot,iate(l them nnil disappeared i n  the  creeks 
-i111d swanltps, their  lieiivy Europea.11 pursuers either r a n  apround or  
found  t h e  water so s l ~ ~ l l o \ v  t h a t  they had  to g i ~ e  u p  the  chase. I 
.Once t h e  pirat?  h a d  reacheil t h e  shelter of the  .s\\sainps he  was 
safe, f o r  t h e  n-arship's boats soon lost a l l  trace of llilll i n  the maze 
of ~vntern~a,ve. J-ittle help w i ~ s  t o  be hai l  froin the  inhabitants of 
the co-nntry, since nlost of them mere pirates  when occasion 
serred.( ')  -411 interesting compnrison call be dra1vi1 .bet\\reen tlie 
JvIa1ay.s an(1 the  Oreelis of t h e  I-Iomeric period. I n  each case t h e  
-same geogra l~ l~ ica l  fe~tures-~11 archipelago abouniling i n  good bar- 
l ~ o u r s  a n d  sa le  lurliillg places-l)roduced t h e  sa l i~e  result. 

T h e  a d ~ - e n t  of I?uro],eans probably gave a. great  impetus to  
i c y  T h e  su-l~ject has  never 1)een prol)erly investigated, but  i t  is 
I u o n - n  t h a t  the  l'ortnguese, ~11i l  above all  the  Dutch, totally dis- 
.organized tlie very flourislling nati\re commcerce nlhich had  existed 

(5) Jfuncly. "Ei,oolte," 11, 369-67. For other evidence of the pirates' 
.coluagov. J. I. A., 111, 262. St. Jolill. 

( 6 )  v. ''Sejarnh i\Ialnyu," passim. 
(7)  Iiepprl, "hIaean(1cr." I, 281. Temnlinc!k, ~Tossessions NBer- 

landaises,' ' 11, 225.  Cramfur(1, [ 'Descripti~e Dictio~~ary,' ' 353 and 
T. i11fra. 
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for centllries. I11 oriler to gain a rnono;~ol!., the Dutch forbnde 
many of the islailds .to carry on ally trade while others were allowed , 

to hring their merchandise only to c:ertain ports. By this metms 
Malaps 1111lst hare been ruined. The IZajas too lost a large part  01 
their revenues: for then ns later tlie chiefs were mercrliants as well 
.as rulers. It was 1iat11ra1 that  a race of sea.inen slionld try to 111alie 
yood their losses 1,- a. means so co~igenial to their adventurous clis- 
~ o ~ i t i o n s . ( ~ )  By the ~ ~ i n e t e e n t h  century there were few Rajas who 
.did not covertly support. the pirates, all6 give t,hei~i nrlns a!td shelter 
i n  1.etu1.11 for a shnrc of their plnnder, '"0 tha t  a pirate pran is 
too r o m m o l ~ l ~  Inore \velcoine ill their herbours than ,z fair trader." 
3Ba1iy went fnr t l ie~,  find opeilly s911t pira.tica.1 fleets to sea.(') 
~ l i>other  contrilmtinp factor \vns the 11ni~c.nsa1 decay o-£ the i\I.alxy 
go~rerni,ients, 1~hic11 ~ J J -  1525 nras going on with al.ariiiing rapic1it.y. 
Ere11 i f  the Sultan ~risllecl to cllecl< pirnc.y, he was often too leellle 
to (lo so. The petty rl~ief ciF a few river-villages set n.p as a11 in- 
del>endent r111-er and his suzerain ~ \ ~ t ~ s  iao veal; to control him. 
To keep up his t r ~ i n  of raggerl follo\~ers ieclnired money, nncl since 
a Xal y was too 11roud and iildolelxt to \rro:.Ir 11~1~1, rerTauue was 
obtainecl I)!; the .ens!- Ineans of pira.cy. (I0) 

So deeply .enga.iued was piracy in  the  1nti.i-e character t11a.t 
any sea-coa~st Malay woulcl engage in i~t if the o~i1)ortuaity seemed 
faaxmrable. The orilinary M)alay trader \ a s  meruhant arid pirake 
by turns, as opportunity .ser\ced. (") I n  iIli,s as in so many other 
resq)ects tile cemifeuillal conclitiolls p-1.e1~1iling in Malaya i11 the 
nin~eiteellrth century ~ t m i ~ g l y  rese.embled those of 1Surop.e in thle 
Middle Ages. Th.ere is a very jiiteresting parallel htnreeil the 
~miive  merchants of the Archipelago ,and the Engli,sli, French 
and  Fl~emish traders of the Cha~inel ports six lluiiclred years ago. 
No stigma art;tacl~ecl .to klle career of piracy: i t  was nil honourable 
proE~:s~!on, lial~o.'i~~eil 11y anticluit~~~ ( I 2 )  and patronized by the 
bluest blood ol blie Ehs-t I~llcliall Islands. The native attitude to- 
~vards  i:t was perfeot.1~ 'expressed by the  views of Datu La.ut, a11 
jmp:o~t.ant Lanun cllieftaia of North West Bo'rneo about 1850. 
46 I11 his onql ~rie~rr he was no criminal; his ancestors froin genera- 
tion to generat.io11 hacl Followed the sainle pro.fession. I n  fact, 
tlie Lan.~uns co-n~ider ( 'rlli~ing ~8 ,the most hollourable of p r o f ~ i o m ,  
the only oille n~l l id l  gentlelmn and  a chief conld I)umue, a i d  
~vortld be cleeply offended if told t.ha-t they mere but robbers on a 
larger scde .  . . . . . . . . . ~0twi t :~ l~ t~ l . ld i l ig .  his l)ro.Fession, Iiaut Yr:lS 

(8) r. Chupter I, J. I. A., 11. N. S., 328-35. Lady Raffles, "Memoir of 
Raffles." Sppel~dix  10. 

(9)  I<elq)ell, "hlaea~iiler," I. 282-83. Ibid., 48, Hill. MS. X 811. 
<.-'rawfurd, [ [l)esel:iptive Dictionary " 254. 

(10) Low "Petl;~ng" 216. W.E. Max\vell," Piracy in Straits  o f  
hlirlacca" in l f O c e a ~ l  Higllways," .Jan. 1873 312-14. 

(11) W.E. Maxluell, "Oeeaa ~i~hwa;:;' Jan. 1873, pp. 312.14. 
Lady Raffles, "Melnoir" 48. Templel*, Hrooke's Lettel.s," I. 277. a114 v. 
iilfra. 

(12) B. Pub., Range, 13. Vol. 14. Sept. 23, 1835, No. 9. 
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a gentleman." (15) Precisely the se!ltiment.s which one nr.)ulcl 
have expected from (a Norlnall I~aron of the reign' of Stephen. 

By 1825 piracy 11.ad beco~ne so firlnly eetablisl~ed thatt i t .  could 
truly be described as " a  great and bli.gllting curse," " a  very 
fonnidablte end  frightfnl system,'' " a n  evil so extensive and for- 
nlidable tha t  i t  call be pu t  down by the  strong h a u l  nlone.(14) 
From Penang to N'ew Guinea, and  from Java to  the Pliilippii~es, 
fleet,s of gall:eys scouracl the seas in search of plunder and slaves. 
A s  wikh the  &I~eilit.erranean pirate& w~ho~n  Pompey crusl~ecl, captives 
\Irere a s  valuable a prize as mercl~ancliw. I n  Sulu, Brunei, 
Sumatr:a lancl other plalces x-ere p e a t  depots where the pirates sold 
their look nncl bougq~k seupp1i.e~. (' j) 

By fas the most fornlidnble were tile La.nu~ls of &Iind:~aao, in 
tihe Philippines, the dmaded " Pirates of the Lagoon." The 
Balanini, 'iv11o l i~ecl  i n  a cluster of is1,ands i n  the Snlu Sea, were 
almost equnlly clangerous. They ,appear to have been less ~lunlerous 
a i d  nrarlil.;e, w ~ d  for this renison their ravages were not so extensive. 
Wibh this qualifimkion the following description is equally true of 
bob11 races. The Lanuns lived on a large lagoon-lilie bay on the- 
i,slancl of l/Iinclan.cio, surrounded by inlpenetrable niangrovesncaml,q 
~ i e r c e d  by nulnerous runways over n,-hi& their ga1leg.s could be 
draw11 t.o esoa.pe pursuer%. Tlle l'agoon n7as defended by Inany Aeavy 
batteries, a n d  there were also a. I n r ~ e  number of slips for the 
construction of galleys. Raffles estimated .the number of their  
nrnrl*iors at  10,OO~O. The Lanulls also hacl set,tlement,s in North West 
B.orneo, a t  T a n t d i  in Celebes, in Sulu sl13d a t  Inclragiri i n  Snnlat~a., 
at the  Sonkllelu end of tile Gtra.its oP Malacca. 

Their  boats \\-ere long ancl narrow, propelled by cx?,l*~ and sgil~, 
N U C ~  very swilt. At~tacliecl to each fleet were d t e n  la number of light, 
fast 8py-boats, to [scour the seas and bring hacli news of approaching 
l2rizes. The galleys uafiecl fro111 40 to 100 t.0n.s burden and carried 
f roln 40 t o  60 111en.: The  crew ~ m s  preteeterl by a breastnrork of 
thick gl@.nks, sucl at times by 1% deck of split r t t a a s .  Their large& 
galleys were o f tm over 100 feet long, a11d car14ied 150 men. Admiral 
Hunter, who 5acco~npa.niecl the Lanuns on a cruise in 1847 disguised 
as a Malay, wrote +halt the  flagship, on whidh he  miled was 96 
feet long, wit11 90 oars, clouble-banked. She had 56 fighting men, 
and was armed with twelve lelas (a light gun of native manufac- 
ture, Inore 1ioisy 61ml effeotise), and a Spanisll eighteenqmmder. 
(lo) E a d l  galley wts armed i n  sm.ewllz:t silnilai' faahion, and also 
carriecl niud;ets, ~ ~ v o r d s ,  s p ~ . r s ,  ancl shields. T11e m r s  were rowed 
by captives, nrho r e r e  trea,ted with great cruelty. Th,ey were fed 
principeily on rotten rice and bad wa,kr, and when won1 out were 

(13) EIuntel., "Advelitures of a Naval Officer." 83. 
(14) J. I. A., 111, 252, 257, 2GO. S. St. John .  
(15) Il~id., 256. Forrest, "Voyage t o  New GuineaJ" 303. Xe~pct 

" Naea~ider," 1, 284. v. infra. 
(16) I.Iunter, " .\~.lve~itures of n Naval Officer. ' ' GO. 



thrown over-board. They were forced.to row for Ir011.s e t  a time, 
ancl .when t>liey l>ccame eshausited the La11un.s kept tliein ,awake by 
rubbing oayenne pepper into their eyes. 

Tlie L?.nuns had several hul~dred &alleys, a.11~1 sent out fleets 
-every 3Iea.r under the con~nuancl of an  Admiral. Ea.ch ship hacl a 
ca.@.ja and +Three officers, land t11.e loot was dividecl according to a 
recognised scale. As A rule the fleets s.niled first to Ttampass~ik, 
their j~riiicipal settlement in North-]\yest-Borneo. T l~e re  they 
,dividecl illto squadsoos, ~vliicll I ~ e t \ v e e ~ ~  ,th'em covered tlle tvhole of 
the Eaetenl seas. Solne circumnnr.igated Borneo and visitecl 
Celebes unc1 New Guinea; others ra.vnged the coasts of Benga.1 and 
JRT'R: yet nthws sailetl to the. &st C:oi-1st of the il'Ial!1y P,eni-uaula 

1 micl the Gulf of Siam; ah i l e  cvery yelar, in August, Sept,ember and 
Ootober, the " pirntes' ~v ind"  Lro-ught Lanun squadroiu to  the 
Sstraits of R4alia~ca.. There they 1.a.y in wait for the p ram sailing 
to Singa.pore, ancl did immeme damage. The Rli.io-Li11.gg1:~~ Archi- 
j'elago ~vks ravaged ~ t r i t l ~  111atheinatica1 regularity, i~liil until a ~ ~ o n t  
1835 L R J I U ~ ~  equaclro~is s a i l i ~ g  t:llroug11 the 8tnsit.s of lfalacca 
idsited P e i ~ a a g  a n d  Kede~h. Their ships were e w l  met as far  to 
the  North a s  Rangoon. T h e e  cruises ofben 1est:ed several years, 
:and +,he pil-ates cazriecl them out according to .a clefnite scheclule, 
visitiilg elad1 part the  East Jnilics nvt a recogllisd time. So 
ehox~,ughly was ,this Bie ease iJ1a.t the Government i n  its: reports 
r e f e ~ ~ e d  .as A lnaCtier of c o u l ~ ~ e  to the elrents of the Lanun season. 
l'he Philipl~iner;, which bihy neare;;t ,to Ninclaaao; perlhaps suRere(1 
evkn 111ore severely khan ,other parts of tlie Arollil~elago. Since 1589 
the Sl~~a.ninrds had fought a number of mars with the Lanuns and 
had genel-ally got the worst of .it.. They claimed suzerainty ho~v- 
ever ove:r t71mi1, aqpare11.tly on  the p o u n d  that Spain Iliad formally 
.ailnesecl them, a i d  therefore " illso ditto " they were milcluered. 
T h e  hnuna unforttu~~a;tedy cleclined to we the logic of t l ~ i s  position, 
n ~ i d  ha.vinlg great co.nieii~pt for the Spaniards, constantly naidecl 
.even into the harbour of Mea~illa itself. 

The damage cl~oae by the L a ~ ~ u i l s  ancl Bnlanini xias incnl- 
cul,slble. To  e,stimaite i;t is impossible, since they ~nckd  on the 
principle qf "' s p ~ ~ r l o s  ~ersenlit." A prau woulcl clisappear. Pser- 
haps pax% I ~ k r  ome d the crew 1nigh.t escape Prom slavery and 
evemtually tell lhi8 ta1.e i n  Bathvia or Singapore; bnt in  most cases 
nort a single so111 of +he whole ship's colnplanly would ever be seem 
again. TTillages near tll;ll.e coast were also ~*aicled, and all the 
inlvabitail2s killed or carried into slnrery. T3"hole islands in the 
Rhio--Lingga Archipelago mere clepopuLakited i11 this way. Like 
211 the other pirates, the L.anuns avoiclecl. Europcan merc~llant~nen 
find ~va-rshj.ps, ,aakllougll quite a few traders, especially Spaniarck, 
fell vidims to blwm. They 'lusld the u.tanwt oonteinpt for the Dutch 
,g~ulhoats which protected the coast? ofBorneo, J ~ v a  and the other : 
possesi~si!ols of Holland. They seem iakher to have enjoyed a fight 
with +hem, .and ca~rtul.ed a fair number. As 1at.e as 1844, Saii~bas, 
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t h e  p r i n c i p d  Dutcrll por t  i n  TT7estern Borneo, was constantly block- 
acled by L a n u n  sqwaldrolu. 

Had, t h e  Balrawini a n d  L a n ~ u ~ s  nlncl; colnmon came m-ith th,e 
BIalay pirat.es tlhey x-o~~lcl  h a w  been even more of a menace t h a n  
they acrtuially were. Fortnn,ately however they weye t h e  bi t ter  
enemies of .blue pirates of Ithe Ehio-Lingga Archipelago, t h e  head- 
c~ua.r;te.rs of N~alay  piracy. S o  intense was the i r  hat.red t l ~ t  i f  
either mere attacking a n l e r c h a n t l n ~ n  a n d  these r iva.1~ hove i n  sight, 
t h e  tr;ailer v a s  abctncloned IJ-llile Plie pirates  hast.encc1 bo engnge one 
allotllkl'. (") 

Nea.r alja~rlauao lies a ' c l~ l s ie r  of islancl,~ linomll as the S u l u  
Arellipelogo. Sdu j  t h e  princ5pal town, mas a l ine of h01~se.s 
d r a g g l i n g  a long  -El18 shores of a ha.rbour. This  was the conmercial  
headquarters of the Lanuns  and B d a n i n i ,  t h e  grea.test slave-mart 
and  thieves' market  i n  the whole E a s t  Iiicliall islands. Here the pirate  
f leeh returned af,tler the i r  Long cruises to sell t,heir slaves a n d  
b o d y  a n d  buy s~xpp1i.e~ f r o ~ i l  t.he Chinese land Bugis  merehank  
aaho came t o  it. A fsew ~ e n t ~ u e s o m e  Europeans nlso t raded there. 
There  appears t o  be son1.e clouht a s  t o  ~ r l i e t h e r  t , l ~ e  Sulus notuczI1p 
en3agecl i n  piracy thelll!selves, or whetlher they merely aided ancl 
profitled by the i r  friendjs a n d  allies tlle Lamul~s. T h e  best anthori- 
ties  seei ill to  (argyle ithat t ~ h e  la t ter  n:ss t.he ,case. Hmt, -\A0 made 
a long  r q o r t  011 t h e  Snlus to Ra.Eles in 1815, Lived for  s ix  months 
on t h e  islands. H e  conkrired to  n-in t h e  frienclship of the leading 
Datus, o r  chiefs, and  Ilmcl escellellt oppo~funi t i es  fo r  gaining infor- 
mation. H.e repodecl ;%hat t h e  Sudus wer'e srrnnh con~ards, a'nil 
while refraining fro111 piracy themselves, equipptcd the L a n u n  
squadrons, receicing ill r e t u l u  28 p e r  cent  of t h e  booty. S u l u  
" i s  t h e  nu.cleus  of a l l  t.lie p i r~ . t i ca l  hwcles in t.he seas, t h e  heart's 
blood t h a t  nonr i~ l les  We n41101e, a n d  sets in molkio~l its most &&ant 
members." H u n t  gnve FL  wry graphic picture of the  keen activity 
~ 'nic:h p ~ ~ r a i l e c l  i n  t:llis den  of thievee. " N o t  n clay pmses mithoat 
the 'arfival or'clepalrture .of at least Itwdve t o  fifteen praus." D u r i n g  
tlie six rnonrths he m-as there Ile heard  of t h e  m p t u r e  of twenty- 

(17) J. I. 9.,  S. St. John, 231-54, J. I. -4.) 111, 551-88; 629.36; Itt, 
46-53; 144-62; 400-10; 617-28; 734-46. Anon. S. St. John, ( (Life  in tl ib 
Forests of the Far East." I,  239: 11, 239-40. Lady Raffles, "Memoil.." 
63. Crawf urd, (Descriptive Dictionary, ' l 214, 354-55. Belcher, " C~uise 
of the Samarang," I, 135-45, 262-70, 2nd passim. H. St. John, "Indian 
Srchipelago. ' ' TI, 111-12, 116-33, 136-42. Hunter "Adventures of a Naval 
Officer." W. and passim. Moor. "Notices of the Indian Archipelago." 98. 
Command Paper (1351) of 1851, pp. 12-18, Vol. LVI, Part  1. Brooke's 
report on Piracy endorsed by Keppel in the highest terms (Keppel, "Dido,,' 
11, 134-51.ed. of 184'7). 'J. Hunt, "Report on Bulu, 1815" in Malayan 
lliscellanies," I ,  73-53. Earl. 'LEastern Seas" 31LL-14. 8. S. R., Vol. 159, 
Jan. 30, 1829. Long and valuable report by Presgrave, Reside~lt Councillor 
of Singapore B. Pub., Range 13, Vol. 14: Sept. 23, 1835, Nos. 6-13. Com- 
mand Paper r195G1 of 1854-55, pp. 142-50. (Vol. XXIX). 
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seven or twenty-eight ships, including a. Spanish brig, the kichap- 
ping of 1000 nakives fro111 the Philippines, and s u a d r ~  murders anct 
minor piracies. ( ls) 

After the Lanuns and Ralanini the most importaut pirates were ! 

tlie Xa1a.y~. Rormerly they hail beell the most dreaded pirates 
of the Arahipelago; but. in  i,he nineteenth century they had mdlg 
degenerated fro111 the loftr tradition of: their ancestors.('" !'Che 
p e a t  centrres of Malay pirzacy were ~r~i~hhin the D11tc.h spliere of 
influence. T11ey were .the Carilnon I:lands, the Xhio-Lingga Archi- 
pelago, near Wle Southe1-n ,entrance of tlie Stra.i,ts of hlalacca, and 
Gaiang. Gala.ng, a n  island to tlie Sout,11 of the Straits of Singapore, 
mas a minimture Sulu, t,he i\ildily~' principal n~asket for the sale 

1 of slaves and bocty. Pirate ~ett~1e1nenlt.s were also sca.ttered all 
along the Sunlartrall cotwt as far as Achin, and in  every st;?;te 0.f t.he 
Peninsnlra, froin Trenggivnu 011 the East to E~ec1a:l~ on the West. 

The Lingga Sultan (the Dnt,ch pi:ot6g6 who ruled the island 
po~rti,on of the Empire 'of Joliore ') was strongly suspected bok11 
by the Dutch and British of tacitly e:lcouraging piracy, even if he 
did.not share in  the spoils. His great cuurt-officinls openly sugport- 
ecl it, equippiilg the Malay fieets in return for 100  per cent profit 
on their .outl,ay. The Sulita.11~ of the cliffterent states of Sulnatna 
and the Pellinsula also a.iclec1 the pirates in  return for a. sllare of 
fhelir booty, the moert noDorious offend,er in the British sphere 
being the Bugis Sultan of Selangor. The Singtipore Sultan, 
R.afflesJ .nolninee, and the Te~nenggollg of Johore were strougly 
suspected both by British and Dutcll ~ c i a l s  of being deeply 
inlplicakd. Tlhis was tlie Ten~eiiggc-ng who in  1843-48 rendered 
great services to the British in suppressing piracy, and was ua.rmly 
defended by . Governor Bnt.terw0rk.h agaiixt khe aspersi70ns cast 
upon his chafaoter. Possibly he \-\.as il much maligned man, pwhaps 
he bad seen the'error of his wa.ys; i11 the .thirt.ies ;st a.ny rate offi- 
cials and ~llerchallts alike istr011glg suspected Ilini, alt1101:gll they 
could n e w  obtain definite proof. 

There seems so~ne rea.soa to believe that pirate ppa.us were 
fitted out in  Singapore itself, and that many pirates mere accustomcd 
to 1dsi.t i t  when not engaged in professional duties. Little coulcl 
be done to plre~ent this, ,as Singapore was ,a free pod, a d  had 
not the e1a.borait.e sj~stem of ~egiskra-t.ion laad control which enabled 
the Dutch oficiah to ascertain fairly accurately the real a r a c t e r  
of tlladin~g-prau's. J t  is probable tthat arms and supplies were 
somekim~es obtained ak Singapo.re, allcl that the pirates had q i m  
in the  port wl~o sent them inforlnation 1~11;en a rich prize was abouk 
to sail. Bllatny respects-ble tmdew. morewer could not resist the  

(18) ' 'Malayan Miscellnzlies." J. Hunt ,  LLReport to RafYes on Sulu, 
1815, 1, 16-83. Moor Notices of the Indian Srchipelago." Appendix, 30-5: 
Dalr~mple, "Oriental Repeortory," I, 499-557. Hunter, "Adventures of 
a Naral Officer" 224-26. 

(19) Crnlrfurd, L,'Desc~.iptive Dictio~lmy. ' ' 354. 
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temptation to  capture -a.nother prau if they saw a f a ~ o u r d ~ l e  ogpor- 
tunity. Siilce th,s cargo n.m then sold as their oux, and no incon- 
venient n.i'mee.ses were left., it \TR9 very clifficxt to conrrict'tem of 
piracy. 

It was believed that. tlie 31,a1lay pirates had .between 300 and 400 
praus. Their b801aks wer,e snlaller and us~mlly carried fewer meli 
than the Lraiiun galleys; but they were suffio:ently poverful to 
o.i.ercollle n>o& nakive traders except the large Chinese junks. The 
pra.us were genera.11~ of froill six to twenty tons, propelled by oars 
a.nd sails a.nd armed with lelas (nat.ive cannon), or swivel-guns, 
usually of s111al1 calibre, muskets, svords, and s p e ~ s .  The crems 
ina.ried fro111 t h l t y  or less to eighty or a diuudrecl; and each vessel , 

nras under the con~llla~lcl of a Pangli~na (fighting-man) ancl 
two nus,tes. Tille spoil was divided betnreen the crew and thk Raja 
who had' lent nmney to finance the cruise according to a recogvised 
schedule. The galleys -were extrelllkly fa&, aud ath.&ed t40 each 
squadron were .a nuinher of smaller and faster spy-boats carrying 
only a few men apiece. The &IkJay praus were less clanger~us tfiail 
t.lle Lanuv galleys, ancl the Nalays themselves mere neither so 
braxe nor so daring as the "Pirates of the I~.goon." 

0ccasiona.Ny la wa.rship ~ ~ o u l d  burn a few Malag villages, or 
wo~zld happen upon a pirate squadron too f,ar off-shore to m,ake good 
its sscape. Such incidents however did little more bhan give a 
pleasurable zest to a very profitable occup,ation. The JltaLayis carried 
on their piracy in accordance with a veil-arranged schedule. A 
few mo-neb were spent in fishiug and repairing the galleys; but 
+hen the seas011 oE favonraible ~vinds arrivecl, each island and river 
senk out its ships. I n  squaclrons of ten to tweiirenty .pra.us they cruised 
a.10ng the whole comt of the Malay Peains~da fro-nl Trengganu to 
Keilah, and zlso vi$tecl Bangka and Java.. The Dinding Islancls, 
in the Straits o'f 17,I.al.acca, nrere a fayourite resort. 

Peaang received am11a1 attention from the date of its foanda- 
tlon, ancl the pirates built vlllages 011 the neighl~ouring islands, 
and ~n Iiedah and Peralr. Penang's trade suifercri severely, cncl 
in  1826 r ads  were still frequently made into the harbour at night 
to capture prisoners for sale at Galang. As late as 1830 the pirate 
squadrons on their rdurn  ,home fronl their annual cruise were 
accustomned to sail through the nlidclle of the harbour, between 
Penang and Province Wellesley. It saved them tlie trouble of 
ro\viilg around the iisland. 

The foundation of S.ingapore ewntually caused the do~vnfall 
of the Malay pira.tes, but for many years it  'actually increased their 
prosperity. Tile island was so ccmveniently situated in the midst 
of their settle~nents bhat no long a.nd toileoine royages were neces- 
Eary before they reachecl Mle scene of operations; and the war- 
ships at the disposal of the Sti-aits Government were so few ancl 
ineffective thlat they could afford li.ttle protection to the trading 
pram. Na t i~~e  ttl'ders general1 y sailecl by thailselves, or in groups 
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of three or four, so that .they were ea.si.1~ overpowered by the 
pirates, whose sqnadrovs were made up of ten or twenty, and 
sometimes double that numb,er of praur. Large fl,eets of Malay, 
Balanini .and h n u n  pirates salaxmed in the Straits, or lay in wait 
at  Point Rumenila ancl other plhces close to Singapore. As late 
as 1835 attack6 were actually made by daylight on boats plying 
between the shore and ships lying at anchor at the nlouth of the 
harbour. &'any vessels were captured u-hen barely out of sight of 
the town. The native nierchants suifered immense loss, and the 
situation grenr steadily woBe as the ?ears passed. Many praus cere 
afraid to vkit Singapore because of the clanger; and by 1830 the 
Straits Goverl~ll~ent seriously feared that the. native. traale must 
eventually become extinct. ( 'O)  A Malay of Singapore could rot 
" set out on a lroy:age to tlie bac.k ,of the lslallcl (of Singapore) . . . . 

I without risk of being robbed and killecl."(") 

After 'a,l,out 1840 the native trade of the S tn i t s  Settlements 
began to suffer f ~ o m  n nen- enemy, the Chinese. Before this d:~te 
only isolated cases occurred; but at the very time when tke Lanun 
and M,aLay pirates n7ere being su~~~res sed ,  the attacks of the 
Chmese rapiicuy jnmoased. Wh$e they usually confined their 
operations to thei,r ,OJJQ cosast or to t,he Gulf of Siam, they were 
frequently met \ ~ l t h  as far South .as tlie nejghbourhood of Singapore. 
After 1860 their attacks padually ceased. 

The Chinese vere niore clangerous to native traders tllau 
the Malays or L~amuus, although IR point of courage they were 
much inferior. Their slups were nluch hrger, however, and carried 
he8vler gulls and stronger cre~vs. The typical pirate junk was 
from 70 to 160 tons, u-i.th anything up to 25 canron, and 100 to 
200 men. Tllle~r largest boats were of 200 tons. Many renegade 
European seamen served as gunners and oEcers, whereas with 
scarcely a single exception the Lanun ancl Malay gtilleys were 
manned entirely by natives. Ovr~ng to these adwntcges the Chinese 
capturecl not only native tmders, bu t  en- many European vessels. 
("1 

(20) S. S. R., Vol. 111: Sept. 8, 1826. S. S. R., Vol. 125: Nor. 3, 
1828. S.S. R., Vol. 1.79: J i l ~ i .  20, 1829. B. Pub., Range 12, Vol. 55: Oct. 
19, 1830, Nos. 2-9. B. Pub., Range 12, Vol. 58: Feb. 1, 1831, Nos. 3-21. 
Ibid., Vol. 59. B p i 1  12, 1531, No. G. B. Pub., Range 13. Vol. 14:  Sept. 23, 
1835, Nos. 6-13. B. Pub., Range 13, Vol. 20: Oct. 19, 1836, No. 40. 
'LMoniteur des Tndes orient ale^,^' 1846-47, Vol. I, 195-97, 231, 268-76, 330. 
De Groot. Lady Raffles, ' Memoir " 48. Begbie, Malay Peninsula" 
263-68, 273. J. I. A., 11, 315-25. Horsfield: "622 J. R. Logxn. Ibid., 111, 
581-83. Anon. iYIoor, "Notices of the Indian Archipelago." 243, 259, 272. 
.4nclerson "Malay Penjl~sula, " 174-75. Wilkinson, " &lalay Papers : 
History of the Peli i~~sula.  ' 64. Osborn " Quedah. " 86. Earl, "Eastern 
Seas" 384-8.5. 

(21) J. T. A., 111, 464. Anon. 
(22) " Chinese Repository, " 111, 68-82. Cramfurd "Descriptive 

Dictionary" 355. India  Political and Foreign Consultatiolls, Range, 200, 
Vol. 40: Oct. 7, 1353, Nos. 137-42, and s. references to Note 23. 
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?\he supq~ressioilof. ('il~inese piiucg belol~gs to the history of 
Hongkong rather than to that of the Strilits Settlenlcuts. A.lthmgh 
the coa.st of C'hini~ had beell aotorious for piracy froln time im- 
men~orical, i t  was not until the niiieteentll ce~it.ur!- that European 
go~ernments ])aid ~uuch at.ten.tion to i t .  The change was dulle 
to the increase of their ronimcrce with the Orient. Great 
Britain was the power nlainly respoi~G'ble for the suppression of 
('hinese piracy. Her trilcle with Crhino. was much larger illan that 
of any other nation, aud the c01ni11erce c ~ f  H0118Iio~lg suffered 
severely from C!lunese pirates in the early years of its history. 
Fleets of from 20 to 100 ;junks i~lfeisted the neigllbouring wabers. 
Fro111 about 1649 onwards the British China squadron mad. consti~nt 
expeditions against the pirates and destroyed several hundred 
vessels. Ouping to these atLzcks Chinese piracy Jras finally sup- 
p~efisecl, altho~igli eveu at the present c1.a~ isolated cases are n0.t un- 
kxot~~n. With the destruction of the pirates7 fortresses and fleets 
their squa.draiis g~aduallv ceased to appear i11 the -raters of the 
Archipelago. ( 2 3 )  

Pinacy was also cnrred om in many other parts of the 
-4rcl1ipelag0, the Moluccas, Celebes auil Xew Guinea, for example. 
Thee West C'!oast of Borneo was notorious in the early part of the - 

nineteenth century. By 1835 hove~er  Rolland had brought under 
hei4 con+.r-01 Sambas aud a11 the other \Vest Coast states except 
Brunei, laold within her sphere piracy was practically .at a11 end. 
( 2 4 )  The nativ'es 0.f Lllese islands c:onfined their operations largely 
to tihei.r own neighbwr.hood, and their clepredations affected British 
tracle only i n  a minor degree. The principal sitWerer fronl them 
was Hollaad, so that in a 'history of the Straits Settlements they 
can be ignored. During +he period 1824 t o  1867 t11-e five races 
of pillark ~viibh whojm the British came in conkact vere the Lanuns, 
and B.a.lanini the Malays, tile Ch.inese, and tlie Sea-Dayaks of 
Brunei in North TYwt Borneo. The Lakter were local pirates of 
a pectdiarly dangeroas kind, and are cle~ailt wir11 in tllle chapter 
on the work of Rajah Brooke. 

Sonle difference of oyinioa exists n-hethm the Bugis of Celebes 
n-ere pirates during !the nineteenth cellrtnry. At an earlier date 
they certainly were so, and Crawfurd considered that thej- still 
practised it.('j) His opinion k supported .by a, few isolated cases 
in the Straits Settlenlents archves, and by the account of Dalton, 

(23) P. P., H. of C. No. 739 of 1850, p. 2. (Vol. LV). P.P.,H. of 
C., Yo. 449 of 1851, pp. 2-3, (Vol. LVI, pt. 1).  Cliiuese Repository: passim, 
and especially I, 159, 248, 381: 111, 62-68: XV, 522:  V, 338, 384: X, 291, 
516: XI, 184: XII, 56, 355: XV, 32G, 400: XVI, 208, 462, 509,514: XVII, 
320, 372, 544, 651: XVIII,  558-60, 611-13. XIX, 162-65. Temminck, 
"Possessions N6erlanclaises: " 11, 443.44. Hunter, "Earlier Adventures" 
130, 138. Hill 31s. S. 29, 86.5, 901-33. Reppel, " A  Sailor's Life" 11, 114. 

(24) Cra~vfurd, "Descripti~e Dictioliary " 354. H. 1st. Joh;,, "Indian 
Archipelago, l '  passim. Temminck, "Possessions NBerlaudaises. 111, 67, 
4 4 3  Moor, "Notices of t h e  Indian Archipelago," 23-28, 101.  

( 2 5 )  C'rnvrfurd, "Descriptire Dictionary. " 75. 
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an Englishn1.an e.110  pent some tjnie in their settlen~ents on tlie 
E.i~stern Coast of Borneo in 1828-219. ("';). Cra~vfurcl hone\-er wa.+ 
speaking froni hearsay, and the gosernnirnt of the Stmits after 
examination of Dalto~l appears rather to have clonbtecl the truth 
of his story.(") Furthermore the varions books written by 
Europeans living in the East Indian Islands nel-er #spoke of the 
Bugs as pimtes. 3,lo~eover, Earl, n.110 from his ~ a r i o ~ w  voyages in 
the Archipelago, bn,e\+- td~enl 1~11, warmly defillded them against 
the charge. ('" From the evidence which is asaila.Ele it  would seem 
that during t.he period 1824 to 1867 the Bugis did not engage ill 
piracy. Inskeacl they clevoted then1,sel~es to trade, and were the 
most important native merclllants in the whole East Indian Islands. 
( 2 9 )  

Until after 1836 the total. suppression of piracy FITE regarded 
by n ~ ~ a r ~ y  well-informed autllorities as impoesible. I n  spite of 
sT1ery effort, i t  was actually on the increase. Yet within twenty- 
five years, between 1835 and 18G0, DI.al~a;y piracy was almost ended, 
u+hile even th:e Lanuns ancl Balanini mere far less of a scourge 
than they hacl been. The problem was solsed by two means--the 
use of steanlships mcl the repeated destnlction of the pirate strong- 
hdds. I n  the -da,ys of sailring ships ,the suppressi:ou of piracy was 
almost impossible, for ships of the line, frigat.es, ,etc., were of little 
use. Their great height and towering masts made illern visible 
long before they sighted the long, low galleys of their quarry, 
ancl senit every pirate ifor miles scurrying for shelter amon@ the 
islands and swamp. Only if they ch,anced up011 a pax too far  
from land to reac'h it had they much chance of capturing it. Evm 
then, if the wind fell, th,e gaJ1.e~ often escaped by rowing, while t h e  
men-of-wars' Goats were left toiling hopelessly astern. On m n y  
ocoalsion the pirates at.tacked ancl plundered traders in 1~111 view 
of a warship, helplessly beoalmed ancl unable to assist. As to the 
small, swift guntcats ahich were used extensively by Spain, Hollsnd 
and Great Britain, in  too many cases they seem to have been 
ornamental incompetents. They hacl sails, a n d  occasionally oars, 
and mere armecl with one or two heavy guns. The crews were 
generally natives-sometimes ex-pirates-although the captain was 
often a European. In  proportion to their number and cost they 
were singularly ineffective, became t.h,eir native .crevrs coulcl m t  
be depended on to fight well.(su) 

(26) Moor, "Notices of the Indian Archipelago. " 15-29. 
(27) B. Pub., Range 12, Vol. 58: Feh. 1, 1831, Nos. 3, 4, 24-26. 
(28j Earl, "Eastern Seas. " 389-91. 
(29) Ibicl., Ch-awf urd, "Descriptive Dictionary, ) ' 75. v. chapter 

on Trade. 
(30) It i s  diEcult  to  give exact references fo r  this opinion, but it is 

the general impression which one obtains from the countless reports in the 
Straits  Settleme~lts Records, the  Bennal Publie and Political Consultations, 
and the works of Eeppel, erooke, D: Groot, etc., e. g. Osborn, "Quedah'" 
20. J. I. A., IV, 160-61, 401-2. Anon. 
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JVit,h the .a.d~erut of the steamship in 1833-37 a new era began, 
for i t  wais sn~till and inconspicuous, and no longer at  the mercy 
of a favou~able u k d .  Within a few. years there was a marked 
decline in  the number d piracies commi.t.kd. Brooke expressed 
the situation exttct,ly u-hen he wrote :-" A small stesrner. . . . . . 
would do more tovra.rds the suppresion of piracy than half-a-dozen 
sloops of war." (31) 

It was also foucnd essential to exercise a steady, remorseless 
pressure upon the pirates by const-antly destroying their strongholds 
and ~.~arv.aging their country. The sinking of a few praus, or the 
occasional burning of a aillage, had no lasting effects. The houses 
-built of plm-logs and branches-could be rebuilt almost as ' 

quickly as they mere burned; and when the pirates fonnd that a 
repetition of the offence brought no renewla1 of the punishment, 
they soon recove~ed their old ,audacity. \lThen however a recurrence 
of piracy brought repeated and wholesale dstruction upon them 
they soon decicled that fr~ebooting was too dangerous to be continu- 
ed. A perfect example of the application oE this principle was the 
success of Brooke end the British navy in destroying Lanun and 
Sea-Dayak piracy in  B o r a e ~ . ( ~ ~ )  With a l l  his humanity Rajah 
Brooke was convinced that the suppression of piracy, could be 
br0ugh.t akont ",caly by ~kacl i ly  :acting agiaimt ,every pirate 
hold. IVithout la continuecl sad clet,ermined series of operations 
of this sort, it is my conviction that even the most sanguinary and 
fatal onslaughts will achieve nothing beyond a presen.tand.temporary 
good. The impression on the native mind is not suficiently lasting. 
Their old impulses and habits return with fresh force; they forget 
their hcwy rekribution; and in two or three yean the memory 
of them is almost entirely effaced. Till piracy be completely sup- 
premed, thel'e must be no r e l a x ~ ~ ; i o ~ ~ . ~ ' ( ~ ~ )  " When these corn- 
munities lose more than they g,ain by piracy, and fael piracy is 
like sitting on a barrel of gunpotvder with a lighted match in the 
hand, then, and then only, they will &scon.tinue it. Heretofore 
the efiorts to put du~v:~ plracy have been desultory and ineEcc- 
t i ~ e . " ( ~ ~ )  

The suppression of piracy in th.e Ea.st India Isla,nds was due to 
the British, Dutch and Span.s:h,. The Spaniards may be d-smissed 
in a few words. Their efforts mere confined to protecting the 
Philippines against the Lanuns, ,a task in which they wr:Te fairly 
successful. (35) They dso  ~ c o r ~ d  sever,al notable succeses. fn  
1548 .they expelled the Balanini from their is?a.llds a1th:)agh this 

(31) P. P., Borneo, 18*6. " A  Selection from Papers Relating to 
Borneo." p. G1. 

(.32) v. chapter on Brooke, and for the statement of the principle, 
De Groot, "Moniteur rles Indes," 1846-47. I. 271-276. 

(33) Reppel, '(Dido," 11, 230. 
(34)  Templer, "Crooke's Letters." TI, 110. 
(35) Keppel, "Life, J J  11, 108. . . 
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victory v;ss to n cu~~iclerable extent n~~llified by tlie 6a.c.t that nr,zny 
of them went elsewhere and for niang p a r s  contin~l~ec their raicls. 
(") 

A few Fears la.ter the Spania~cle ca.pturec1 Sul~i,  and tliere- 
ul~on announced that they Illad collquered the url~cle Sulu Archi- 
pel.ago. 111 point of fact thseir conquest appears t.o have been 
limited ~~racticallg to the town itself, since the Sultan and his 
followers rstrea.tecl. to the hills, and for lilnny years continued their 
resistance. As late ,as about 1880 the Spanish soldiers did not dare 
to stray.outsicle the walls of bheir fortress. It was however a great 
blow to the Lanuns that they no longer poss.emsec1 a. trading-centre 
whtere . they could sell their Eooty ancl obtain supplies. Gradually 
moreover the S ~ s n i a r d s  extended their sway over the Sulu Archi- 
pelago and Minclanao ancl the L~lnuli raicls clnrindled away into 
insignificance. (3i) 

The work of the Dutch was much more important, and on 
the whole they seem to have done more tbwards the suppression 
of piracy in the East I n d a n  Islands than a ~ ~ y  other nstion. Their 
efforts were directed mainly towards the protecticn of their own 
cmmerce, a duty w.hich bhey performed in~zch more systematically 
ancl efficiently t h m  the British.(38) They had always far more 
varshi~rs in (the Arohipelago than Great Britlsin. Between 1519 
and 1530 trhe government of the Straits Seitlements had only a few 
gunboats and schooners, with occrtsionally a larger ship from the 
Company's or the Royal navy. Between 1830 laud 1840 the Straits 
m,arine was in,crea.sed: a ste.amllip was sent out in 1837, and ships 
from the China squadron made per--;cdical cruises. Ir! IS41 the 
British Government 'finally rea.lised tha t  pinscy coulcl onIy be put 
& o m  if warships made ~ g u l a r ,  instead of occasional voyages in the 
Archipelago. . Frmu this time at least one and sometims several 
wen-of-war were st.altioned th'ere, ladong with one or more of the 
Company's steamdips. There were occasions however when these 
ships had to be wit.hdrawn for service in  China, and the Straits 
Settlements were left with only a few gunboats to protect their 
trade. (39 Dutch commerce on the other h,and was a l v ~ y s  protect- 
ed by a large flotilla of gun.boats and small schooners which patrol- 
led Che cowts of their possessions, a,s well a s  by a pmerful  squadron 
a 11a;rger v ~ ~ e l ~ s .  I n  1548 for example when the British had about 
two steamers and two sailing ships in the Archipelago the Dutch 
hacl nine of tlie former aud twenty-four of ,the lntter.(*O) 
L 

(36)- I. P. F., Range, 198, Vol. 32: Aug. 12,1848, No. 204, B. Pub., 
Range, 13, Vol. 69: April 12, 1848, No. 22, and v. infra. .- 

(37) St. John, ['Life in the  Far East," 11, 242. J. R. A. S. S. B., 
'XXI, 96. Treacher. Prycr, "Decacle in Borneo." 113, 120. 

(38) Keppel, "Life,"TI, 108. S.S. R., 159: Jan. 20, 1829. 
(39) '[American Historical R.eview." Jan. 1899, pp. 256, 260-61, 

H. Jf. Stephens, v. infra. 
(40) "Moniteur,cles Indes." 1846-47, Vol. I, 240, 267, 319. De Groot. 

Ibid.,1848-49. 11, Pt. ii, p. I. 
. . .  
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The reasons for the disparity between the fleets of Gres.t 
Britain and Holland is msy to understand. The East Indils 
&myany was unwilling to incur heavy expense for a settlement 
f r o 1  which after 1833 i t  derived no revenue. T,he Royal Navy had 
so inany calls uyon it  that it could not spare enough sh ip  to 
p:olice a clistant and by no meam the most important field of 
Eriti#sh interests. IIollaild on the contrary had few colonial posses- 
sions o,f inlportailce outside the East Indian Islands, ,,znd it wais 
therefore na:tural that the greaber part of her uavy on overseas 
service should be concentrated there. Considering 'the vast extent 
of her empire in the Archipelago, the astonishiilg thing is not 
that she bad so many warships, but so few. 

The Dutch methods for combatting piracy vere four in number. 

( They kept up a fairly regular patrol of their coasts, and somet.mes 
protected pra.us by forming them into convoys kncler a guard of i 

warships. They compellecl nat.iue rulers to sign treaties promising 
not to give aid to pirates; but they found that i t  was far easier 
to obtain these agreem'enk than to conlpel their obser~rance. The 
Dutch also ellforced an elaborate code of regulations prescribing the 
size, build, armament and crems of praus, to preveut pirates from 
masquemding as traders. Lastly, the Dutch made periodical al- 
though -somewh.at desultory expeditions aga.inst Dhe pirate settle- 
ments Cithin the limits of their empire. They rarely attacked 
piratical areas outside their own sphere of influent?. E6pecially 
before 1843 the number of expeditions made by Hdland greatly 
exceeded those of the British. By thee  means .piracy was gl.arlanlly 
put down in Celebes, the ~Ioluccas, Dutch Borneo, the Rhio-Lingga 
Archipelago, and Sumatra. I n  the two last-ment.ioned places a 
large share of the credit belongs to the British. There was 
however never any effectual co-operation between the British land 
Dutc,h navies, a.lthough the Treaty of 1524 had intended that they 
should work together. Despite several .efforts to carry it  out there 
was no common plan of opera;tions, ancl the British and Dutch 
atta.chs 011 the pirates were inclependent of one .mother.(*') 

Great Britain was entirely responsible for the destruction of 
piracy in the Slalay Penins~da., while she also deserves a very l a ~ g e  
share of the credit for its suppression in the Rhio-Lingga Archi- 
pdago land the Sumatrim states borckring on t.he Straits .of 
lvlalacca. Through the eitort5 of Brooke .anti the navy Sea-1)ayak 
piracy in Brnnei was entirely put down, and the Lanulls of North- 
West Borneo were driven out and reduced to insignificance. More- 
ova  such h e a ~ y  punishment mas inflicted upon r o ~ i n g  sqnadrons 

(41) "Moniteur des Indes Orientales," 1846-47: Vol. I, 159-61, 196- 
204, 230-41, 319-20, 330: De Groot. Ibid.,  1847-48: I, 15, 32-43-De Groot. 
J. I. A,, 111, 629-36: IV, 45-53 ; 144-62; 40.0-10; 617-28; 731-46: Anon. 
St. John "Indian Archipelago." T I ,  186-85; 195, 204, 213. S. S. R., 
132: Feb. 13, 1830. B. Pub., Range.13, Vol. 44: Dee. 4, 1843, Nos. 11-13. 

(42) X e p e l ,  ' Maeander. I, 252-53. Moniteur des Indes Orien- 
tn.lesJJJ 1846.41 : I, 233, 238. De Groot. 
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of Lanuns and Bnhnini that they gave up cruising near the Malay 
Peninsula. And finally, Great Britain, far lllore than any other 
nation, was responsible for the suppression of Chinae piracy. 

I n  1835 .ho~rever no one coldcl have foreseen that within a 
generation piracy would sink into insignificance. The Straits of 
Malacca swarmed with pirates, 31LIalay, Lanun and Balanini, and 
their fleets infested the waters near Malacca, .Singy)ore ancl Penang. 
There were pirates in fleets, and in single praus, pirates in big 
hundred-oared galleys, pirates in small galleys, pirates in row-boats, 
and solitary pirates in tiny skiffs. The great pirate mart laat Galang 
did a flourishing trade in booty and captives, many of whom had 
been kidnapped fronl Penang. The Southern part of Province 
TTTelles1,ey was uninha.bited because no m n  dared to live there 
lest he should be captured and sold into slavery. Praus were 
constantly taken almost within sight of port, ancl the pirates were 
very rarely captured. In 1826, for exanlple, the Resident Councillor 
of Singytpore reported that he received " constant accounts " of 
the loss of trading-p~aus. "The shores and islands between this 
and fiIalacca are infested wit11 piratical praus. . . . . .as so.on as a 
native sail ,appears they assail their prey, which is seldom a,ble to 
ma:ke any effectual resistance."(.13) The records of Penang and 
Nalacca are full of similar reports. ( 4 4 )  

The Governnlent of the Straits Settlements uras quite unable 
to protect native trade or, except in very rare cases, to capture the 
pira.tes, omling to the ridiculous illadequacy of its naml force. I n  
1824 the largest nrarship at l'enang was a small schooner, the 
" Jessy," unfit for further service, ancl the Council therefore asked 
the Suprenle Government to send i t  a. warship and four gunboats. 
(49 The gunboats did not ,arrive for over :, year. ('=) The experi- 
ment was made at Singapore in 1826 of arming a few fwt  praus, 
but the attempt to checlc piracy by this means was a failure.(47) 
'The H. C. Cruiser " Hastings" was stationed in the Straits from 
1826 to 1S28,  hen it  was replaced until 1831 by the yacht 

(43) S. S.R., 111: Sept. 8, 1826. 
(4.1) S. S. R., 67: Oct. 7, 1818. Ibid., 77, Nov. 16, 1820. Ibid. 

83: Sept. 21, 1818. Ibid., 86: July 11 and bug. 29, 1822. Ibid., 94: April 
15  and May 27, 1824. Ibid.. 95: June 14, 1824. Ibid., 96: Dee. 16. 1884. 
Ibid., 99 : Jnn. 12, Feb. 16, March 5, March 15, 1825. Ibid., 101 : May 5, 
1825. Ibid., 102: June and Ju ly  29, 1825. Ibid., 104: Oct. 19, 1825. Ibid., 
105: Dec. 10, 1825. Ibid., 108: Feb. 2, March and April 21, 1826. Ibid., 
111. Sept. 14?'1826. Ibid., 112: Dec. 4, 1826. Ibid., 115: Jan. 2 and Jan. 
17, 1827. Ibid., 118: Sept. 20, 1827. Ibid., 119: Nov. 15, 1827. Ibid., 
144: Sept. 3, 1828 and passim. Ibid., 157: Aug. 310, Sept. 3, aild DFC. 
11, 1828. Ihid., 169: 3farch 11, 1829. Ibid., 1.84: April 21, 1829. B. Pol., 
Range 123, Vol. 59: March 5, 1824. No. 49. The above are only a fea o f  the 
.entries in the Straits Settlements Records referring to piracy during th i s  
period. 

(45) B. S. ancl P., Nov. 19, 1824. 
(46) S. S. R.., 100: Jan. 28, 182.5. Ibid., 112: Sept., 21, 1826. Ibid., 

123:  July 21, 1828. 
(47) S.S.R., 112: Dec. 7, 1826. I&id., 195: June  17, 1829. 
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" Nereide."('S) The records bake. no mention of ally captures 
made by these ~essels. I n  1831 the Straits Settlements had only 
threi small ships for t-he protection of trade, the largest, the 
schooner " Zephyr," being only 5.4 tons. (47 The ,Straits Qoveln- 
ment in its despatches to India frankly adnlittecl iks pov*erlessness, 
I n  1826 for example it spoke of the marine as "totally inefficient " 
for the protection of tr~td,e.(~O) I n  183108 Murchison, the X~esidcnt 
Councillor of Singapore, pointed out that the navy i n  the Straits. 
had always been too weak to do more than protect the harhottrs and 
the waters immediately adjacent. (") 

 he nlost striking characteristic of the clespatches of the straits. 
Government before ab.out 1835 is their tone of hopelessness. I t  
was taken for granted that to exlirpate piracy, or even effec:t~~ally , 

to check it, ma.s utt'erly hopeless escspt a t  an expense which t h e  
( Company mould never sanction. Piracy was rapidly increasing, 

and by 1529 .the Stra.its Government was afmid that the native trade. 
of Singapore would eventua.lly become extinct, because praus would 
be afraid to take the riek of sailing to it. The seven ye.ars between 
1828 and 1835 were the zenith of &halay and h n u n  piracy in t h e  
Straits of 1'lal~acc.a. ("1 

Before dealing with the a.tta.clis on the pirates between 1830 
and 1840 reference must be made to the occupation of the Dinding. 
Islancls in  182G. Th~e district cow h o w n  collectively as The 
Dindings is composed of Pallgkor and some smaller islands in. 
the Straits of Plalacca, and a tract of land on the mainland of 
Perak oppchsite. The ishnds $ad long been notorious as " the 
ohimef haunt of all the pirates who come from the Southward," and 
a favourlte hiding-place while waiting for their prey.(") The 
nominal ruler, the Sultsn o-f Yerak, was power1.e~~ to suppress 
the pirates, who were doing great damage to his trade, and in 1826' 
he voluatariljr offered to cede the islands to the Company. R e  
asked i t  to place a garrison there, and drive out the pirates. The. 
Burney Treety wit11 Siam had esikblishecl P,erak as an independent. 
state and there was no qnestion ITS to the Sul.tanJs right to grant 
the terr,tory. The Company therefore accepted his offer; but no. 
Britieh force mas stationed on the islands until after the Treaty 
of Pangkor in 18$4.(j4) 

(48) Ibid., 112: Sept. 21, 1826. B. Pub., Range 12, Vol. 37: July.  
31, 1828. Ibid. Voi 59: April 12, 1831, No. 6. 

(49) Ibicl. 
' (50 j S. S. R., 157: Sept. 3, 1828. 

(51) B. Pub., Range 12, Vol. 55: Oct. 19, 1830, Nos. 2-9. 
(52) S. S. R., 157 : Sept. 3, 1828. Ibid., 159: Jan.  20, 1829. B. Pub.,. 

Range 12, Vol. 55: Oct. 19, 1830, Nos 2-9. Ibid., Vol. 59: April 12, 1831,. 
No. ti. 

(53) 6. S.R:, 83: pnssim. Ibid., 103': 8ept.  15, 1825. Ibicl., i08:. 
April 10 and 21, 1826. Ibicl., 139: Nov. 2, 1826. 

(54) Ibid., 103: Sept. 15, 1825. Ibid., 139: Nov. 2 and 13, 1826,. 
Aitehison, "Treaties. ' ' 1. 407. 
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6* I n  1830 the British navy a t  last appeared in  14alayan niters. 
H. &I. S. " Sout.han~pton" cruised in the Straits of ILlalacca, and 
her boats together with the Straits gu11bou.t "Diamond" routed 
.e fleet of solne thirty pirate praus nfter several hours fighting.(G5) 
I n  1533 H. M. S; "Harrier" destroyed a not,orious pirate settle- 
ment a t  Durian, an islaud south of the Straits of 
With these two exceptions no effective measures were taken by 
the government until 1835. In 1831 the Bugis merchants of 
Singapore complainecl to the Resident Councillor of the supine- 
ness of the Company, as coi~lparecl with Holltand, pointing out 
that a fleet of twenty-two large galleys, then cruising off the 
Johore coast, had in a few clays captured seven praus. They in- 
formerl hiill that unless there were a change of policy they mot~ld 
be coinpellecl to abandon their voyages to The 
records for 1832 are full of accounts of l m u s  being captured. I n  
Augxst of t1ua.t year pirates chased a trading pcau into the very 
,entrance of Singapore harbonr.(") The Chinese of Singapore 
.suffered some heavy losses, ancl in  May 1832 th,e governlnent allowed 
.them to fit out ak their OJTJII expense four l.arge ))oats to attack the 
pirates lurking ontside the harbour. They succeede~d in sinking 
a pirate prau.(59) 

I n  1833 the same conditions pre.va.ilcc1. Pirate fleets rolained 
.the seas with impunity, ancl twenty of their praus, meeting the 
Company's gunboat " Hawk " near Penang, attacked and forcecl 
i t  to retreat..(G0) The most amazing event of the year occurred 
in April. A small fl,eet of Chinese traders, carrying la cargo 
.valuecl at  over $200,000, was biockaded by pirates a t  Pahang. 
The Government a t  S ingapre  had no ship a.w.ilable to  assist 
them, ancl the Cthiilese .escaped only by good luclr, 3nd the assistance 
.of a Mnlay ruler. (") In conseque~lce of t'hh event the Chinese 
.merchants of Singapore ~etitionecl the Compa.ny to lafiord them 
-effedu.al protec.tion. They ~ o i n t e d  out that they had built up a 
.valu.a~ble trade, worth ovcr $1,000,000 a year, with the East Coast 
.of the Malay Peninsula, with the result that they were affording 
a very comfortable and regular income to some forty or fifty -pirate 

I 
galleys who prayed upon i t  tvith impunity. T h e  Chinese estimated 
their annual loss la.t $15,000 to $20,000.(G2) During 1534 concndi- 
tions remained unaltered; but in 1855 a new series of remonstrances 
h x l l y  roused the Indian Government to action. Petitions were 
submitted to Par1iamen.t and to the Supreme Government by the 
European and Chinese merchaats of Singapore, a d  the Bengal 

5 13. Pub., Range, 12, Vol. 58: Feb. 1, 1831. No. 3. J.I. A., IV, 
144-4 5. Anon. 

(56) "One Hrmdred Years of Singapore," I, 293. T. E. Brooke. 
(57)  J. I. A,.  IV. 146. Anon. 
(58j  Ibid., i 4 7 .  ' 
(29) Ibid., 147. 13. Pub., Range 13, Vol. 3. Sug. 19, 1833, No. 2. 

. (6L) J. I. A., IV, 153 Anon. 
(61) R.  Pub., Range 13,.Vol. 3:  -4ug. 19, 1833, KO. 2. 
(62)  Ibid. , 
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Chamber of Commerce, urglng that effective inelesures should be. 
hken ag~ ins t  piracy. Of late gears i t  had increased rapidly, and 
it " threakened the extinction of the naiti~e maritime trade of the 
Eastern Settlements,'' on x-hi& the prosperity of Singapore "in 
great measure" depended. The Singapore petitions also asked 
that Admiralty jjuriscllction sh0~11cl be giren to the Recorder's 
Court. Bonham, the Governor of the Straits Settlements, strongly 
supported the petitions. ( 0 3 )  

The lack ,o,f Sdmiralty juriscliction preven.ted the Straits Court 
from trying prjsoners accused 01 piracy, so that they had to be 
sent to Calcutta for trial, together with the necessary witnesses. 
I n  practice the result n7as that men charged l ~ i t h  this criine were , 

often released because it mas not within the competency of the- 
Strait6 Recorcler to deal with them. E ~ e n  when sent ho Calcutta 
they ,frequently escaped from lack of evidence, because many of 
the v5tn.ess.e~ vere poor native traders who could not ~afforcl so 
expensive a journey. ( G 4 )  The que,.t.ion was referred to the Directo~s, 
md in 1837 they secnred the passage of an Act of Parliament 
granting Admiralty jurisdiction to the Recorder's C.ourt. (05) 

nfeann-hile tille pet,itions snblnitkcl in 1835 resulted in the. 
despatch of H.M.S. "Andro,mche," Captain Cba.cls, to the Straits 
of Malacca. I n  1836 the Supreme Government appointed C.hads 
and B ~ d l a m ,  the Governor of the Stra.it.s SettJemcnts, Joint 
Commissioners for the snp.pression of 16alay piracy. They mere. 
given very extensi~e powers, and th,e Straits marine-increased. 
by three new gnnkoats-was placed under their control. Two. 
other warships, H.IY1.S. "Wolf" and "Raleigh," were also sent 
to the Straits and did good work. During 1836 the ships cruised 
in the Straits 0.f Malacca and along the Dast Coast of the Peninsula,, 
and destroyed many pirate settlements both in the British and 
Dutch spheres of influence, including the notorious trading-centre 
on Glalang Island. Chacls also def'aahed several pirate squadrons 
with very h.eavy loss by disguising his ships as t,rnderls, and t h ~ x  
inducing the Malays to athack him. Malay piracy rewired la: blow 
from which i t  never 

(63) Ibid., Vol. 13: June 24, 1835, Nos. 10-17. Ibid., Vol. 14: Sept, 
23, 1835, Nos. 6-13. 

(64)  5. I. A., IT7, 160. Letters Received from India and Bengai, Vol, 
4: Eept. 2, 1835. R'. Pub., Range 12, Vol. 58: Feb. 1, 1831, No. 12. B. Pub.,. 
Range 13, Vol. 13: June 24, 1835, Nos. 10-17. Ibicl., Vol. 14: dug. 3, ancl 
Sept. 23, 1835. 

(G5) Ibid., Vol. 15: Sept. 23, 1835, No. 13. Despatches to India and. 
Bengal, Vol. 10: March 3, 1837. 

(66) Letters Received from I+iclia and Bengd, Vol. 8: 4ug. 3. 1836. 
Ibid., 11: May 31, 1837. Despatches t n  India. ancl Bengal, Vol. 19: Jan. 
4, 1839. B. Pub., Range 13, Vol. 2C: Oet. 19, 1836, Nor. 6-10. J. I. A., 
I V .  404-9. Anon. James, "A Midsllipman in Search of Promotion,'' 261-66.. 
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R. 31. S. "M'olf" remained in the Straits from 1836 to 1838, 
and inflicted hewy losses upon the pirates. Much of her snccess 
was due to  her habit of disguising herself as !a trader carrying 
trolpical aninmls. To quote one of her officers :-"Baboons flew 
playfully a t  your legs, a loa.thsomnle orang-outang,. . . .cramled up to. 
shake bsnds.. . .pigs and peccaries, sheep, fowls, a honey bear, 
and a blnr:k panther " made her " a. perfect floating rnenager~e."("~) 
During 1837 and 183,9 the Dutch were also very active in the Rhio- 
Lingga Archiyelago and &her island.s near 

The Go~lernment of India decided in 1837 perma.nent,ly to. 
increme the naval force in .the Straits; so th.at Fhe pirates might 
not fo.rget the I ~ E E O I ~  taught them in 1836. unt.il conditions 
imp-ovecl so far as to warrant a re.ducti:on, i t  wa.s to consist of tmo 

( ships of the royal navy and five gunboats. The Supreme Govern- 
ment also decided to s-taki:on -in the Straits the " Diana," a small 
steamer of 168 tons. Her speed wss f i ~ e  knots .&m-r, a.nd she. 
carried two nine-pounder guns land twenty-five men. (69 T h e  
despatch of the " Diana" was due to tihe strong representations of 
the Straits Governnient and the Admiral commanding the Indian 
Squadron. They were a t  one in asserting tha.t piracy could never 
bte suppressed by sajling-ships and gunboats, and that the only 
effe,c.tive wcqon  again& it. was the .steamer.(70) The arrival 
of the s t e a d i p  in  the East Indian Islands was a turningpoint 
in the history of piracy. The adrent of a vessel which was incle-- 
penden+ of faiqourable uincls destroyed the galleys' comparatise 
immunity, and in  a few years many even of the Lanuns gave up 
piracy. (") 

The first engagement of the " Dianla" in 1837 maas a painful 
surprise for t.he pirates. Six Lanun galleys were plundering a 
Chinese junk off the Trenggann coast vhen they sighted her.. 
Never having seen a steamer, they cle~cid,ed from her smoke thak 
she was sailing ship on fire, and bore down on !her at  full qeecl, 
anticipajtjng on elasy ca.pture. To their horror, the " Diana" came 
up to them against the wind; and then, suddenly stopping opposite 
each prau, poured in h<er broadsides at pistol-shot range. One prau 
was sunk, 90 Lanuns were killed, 150 -rounded, and 30 taken. 
The other five galleys escaped in  s shattered condition, "baling. 
out apparently nolthing but blood, and. .  . .scarce a man at the 
oars." Three of them founclered before they reached liome. ( 7 2 )  

(67) Ibid., 261-66. Buckley, "Singapore," I, 280. "One Hundred. 
Pears of ,Singn~.ore," I, 296. Brooke. 

(68) J. I. A., IV, 619, 625. Anon. 
(69) Letters Received from India a l ~ d  Bengal, Vol. 11: Ma3, 31, 

1837. Buckley, "Sing.apore7,: 1. 281. B. Pub., Range 13, Vol. 22: March. 
1, 1937, Nos. 6 8  and 6B. 

(TO) Ibid., Tol. 17 :  Jan. 27, 1836. Nos. 1-3: and Feb. 3, 1836. Nos. 
3-4.  Ibid., Vol. 18: April 27 and May 1, 1836, No. 1, Ibid. Vol. 19: July 
6, 1836, No. 14. 

(71) Hunter "Ad~~entures of a Naral Officer" 84-85, 93-94 and V, 
infra. 

(72) Osborn, "Quedah," 20-21. J. I. A,, IV. 620-2l: Anon. 
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As a result of the navy's sttacks from 1836 to 1839, and 
,especially of Chads' cruise of 1836 and the " Dims's" fight of 
1837, piracy in the Stra.its greatly decreased for several years. 
Very few praus vvere att.aoked, and the native traders had never 
been so safe.(73) About 1843 there was a recrudescence of Mislay 
and L a n u  piracy in t l ~ e  Straits of Malacca and along the East 
Coast of the Peninsula. It continued until 1849, and many 
tm.ding-praus were captured, some of .them very close to Singapore. 
Conditions hovever never became nearly as serious as they had been 
before 1836.(7') The Government of the Straits Seitlements, 
with the assistlance of the. China squadron, and the Temenggong 
,of Johore, mana,ged to cope ~vi t~h the sitaation fairly well. It 
was greatly hampered howe~rer because +he fleet was unanble to ' 

spare suffici-ent ships to police so ?vide an area.(I5) Gradually 
Miday .piracy mned  under t.he British and Dutc'h attacks, and 
after 1849 it  dwindled into insign?fi~ance. 

For many years however piracy continued to exist on a petty 
scale in the nejghbourhood of the Straits Xebtlen~ents. I t  usually 
kook the form of attacks by a few Malays on row-boats or snzall 
prans, a.lthougli occasionally a junk .or a fairly large praii n.as 
taken.(") Such incidents grew steadily rarer, even though the 
Straits marine was not really effective. Sailing mere not replaced 
by steal11 gualsoat,~ until 1861. Moreover the "Hooghly," the 
largest steamer, ~ v a s  very old and frequently disabled, as her 
boilers were neia,rly worn 0,ut.a She was quite unable to catch a 
fast pirate galley. I n  1862 she was replaced b j  a more.pomerfu1 
iron steamshp, the "Pluto The Straih marine was much 
i m p r o ~ ~ d  by the addition about t.he same time of a new deam 
gmb-oat, the "Avon," a Large and fairly fast ship with twenty 
and sixty-hour pound-er g-uns.(l" Emell at  the present day, 
instances of 1\Ial,ay piracy occasionally occur. The moat notor.ous 
mas 'che Selangor incident in 1871 which led to Brltish in,tervention 
jn the I n  1884 and 1909 Chinese merchantmen were 

(73) Ibid., 626-2'7, B. Pub., Range 13, Vol. 25: Nov. 1, 1837 No. 3. 
 command Paper rl9761 of 1854-55, p. 150 (Vol. X X I X ) .  

(74) J. I. A., IV, 735-38. Ano~l. J. I. A., VI, 470-87. J. T. 
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B. Pub., Range 13, Vol. 43: June  19, 1843. No. 18. 

(76) ISid., Vol. 54. Aug. 27, 1845, Nos. 12-13. 
(76) l3. Pub.  Range 13, 1101. 64: April 7, 1847, No. 7. I. P. F.,Range 

300, Vol. 40: Oc,t. 7, 1853, Nos. 13'7-42. Ibid., Vol. 59: April 28, 1834, No. 
182. L'Oceaii Highways," Jnn. 1873, pp. 312-14, W. E. Ma~well .  

(77) C'ameron, "3Ialayan India." 30. NcNair, "Convicts Their 
,own Warclers, ' 120-22. Straits Settlements Administration Report, ' 1860- 
61, pp. 1-2. Ibid., 1861-62, pp. 25 and 30. Ibid., 1862-63, pp. 6, 22, and 26. 

(78) 'Tbid., 1861-C2, p. 25. Ibid., 1862-63, p. 22. P. P., H. of C. No. 
259 of 1862, p. 67 (Vol. XL) .  Cameron, "Malayan India," 251-52. 
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atta.cked by 3lalny pirates near Singapore. ('I) ' Speaking broadly 
however, one may pay that Malay piracy [has been extinct for- 
over forty years. 

In addition to  .cmshing Malay piracy the British navy also. 
made daily attacks on the Lanuns and B,alanini. During the. 
thirties their fleetis suffered ll-y lwes,  as for example in  the. 
:"Diana'sn engagement of 1837; but until i845 no serious attempt 
was made 20 attack their wttleillents. In 1845 and 1846 the 
Britieh navx, aesisted by Rajah Brooke and his hldays, destroyecl: 
the Lsnun settlements in North-West Borneo, and piracy there 
came to an erid. This result was achieved very largely through 
the tcrror inepired by the steamships.(sz) I n  1847 the H. C. 
steamer " Nemesis " inflicted a very severe c1efea:t on a Balanini 
squadron near Labuan. The pirate;: suffered 60 he.avily that for. 
fifteenyears +hey carefully avoided the coast of The 
Dutch were ako very  active at this time in destroying Ln~lun 
settlements; ancl the Spaniards dealt the Lantula 'and Balanini 
two heavy blows by the capture of Snlu and the Balanini Lshnde 
in 1848 and 1851.(s4) 

The Lsnuns and Balanini continued their annual cruises 
for many years after 1851, but their power gradually decreased 
until they sank into insignificance. Their decline vas due partly 
to the gr.owth of Sp'anisl~ power, but in much larger degree t o  
the terror illspired by i tea dips. ( S 5  j By 1854 the Sira;ts Settle- 
ments had for som'e Sears been alnloisrt free from Lanun attacks.. 
Soon afterwards the names of both the Lanuns and B.alanini 
disappeared forever fro,m the Straits reeorcls. I n  1862 there 
occurred what proved to b e  .almost the last fight between the- 
British and the Lanuns. A squadron returning home from a success- 
ful. cruise on the East Coast of the 3Ialay Peninsula rashly ventured 
into Saravak waters. I t  mas attacked and almost viper1 out off 
Bintulu in Brnnei by Rajzh Brooke's tiny steam gunboat after 
a desperate fight in which the pirates showed all their ancient 
coun:ge.(t6) Long after the Straits S.ett.lsrnents were free from 
their ravages the Dutch, and especially the Spaniartls, mere com- 
pel1,ecl to .send periodical exgeht ioa against bhe Lanuns and 
Ba1,anini. 

(81) "Cne Hundred Years of Singapore," 1, 999. Brooke. 
(82) C'ommand Paper [I4211 of 1851, p. 320, (Vol. XXXIV). 

Hunter, " A d ~ ~ n t u r e s : "  84-85, 93-94, and passim. v. chapter on Rajah 
and Borneo Piracy for  a fuller account. 

(83) I. P. F., Range 198, Vol. 2 :  Oct. 23, 1847, Nos. 74-79. St. John, 
" B r ~ o l r e ' ~  121. A description of the battle was given in the opeuhg page3 
of this chapter. 

(84) J. I. A., V, 382. Anon. St. John, "Life in the Far East."' 
LI, 242. 

(85) Ibicl,, I, 292: 11, 235, 240. 
(86) MeDougall, "Earavr-ak, " 204-14. London, "Times," July 16, 
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TV1;hen rhe British F o h h  Borneo Conlpeny 11-as founded, its 
officials discovered that Lanun and Balanini colonies had been 
established on the East coast of Borneo. Tunku, Me principal 
settlemellt vas founded by Lanuns from Worth-West Borneo after 
the destruction of their strongholds there by the British navy in  
1815 and 1846.(S8) The pirates had only a shadow of their 
former power, but in 1878 they still carried on raids lagainst 
the natives of Borneo and the Philippines. Tunku was destroyed 
by H. 3.1. S. "Kestrel" in 1879, and in 1886 two vi1l:ages were 
bombarded by a British warship because of various small acts of 
pimcy. AS a result of this punishment, and the firm rule of 
the Borneo Company, the last embers of Lanun and Balanini 
piracy in the ilsland were stamped out. By the combined efforts ' , 

( of the Eritish, Dutch and Spaniards the most ,famom pirates of 
the Archipelago mere at last m~l~pelled to abandon thaeir raids. 
( s 9 )  . , 

At the very time when hfalay sand Lanun piracy was coming 
to an end, the Chinese pirates suddenly rolse into prominence. 
The vrorst perlod seems to have been from about 1848 to 1855, 
although attacks were made until the s~eventies. The principal 
sufferers were junks from Cochin- chin^.; and from the inadequacy 
of its marine the Go~ernment of t.lle Straits Settlements could 
40 little to protect them. The main theatre of Chinese.qerations 
rras the Gulf of Siam, although many veesels were capt~ired near 
Singapore. The attacks gradually died away as the China squadron 
destroyecl the fleets and fortresses o,f the pirates in C1him.(") 

& o  one who etuclies the history of piracy in the East Indian 
Islands can fail to be impressed by its resadblance to that of 
the Earbary Coast. In each ca,se piracy 1m.s foistered by la peculiar- 
ly Fiavourable enrrironment. How inlportaat this influence was in 
the developmenk of piracy in the Archipelago h a  already been 
shorn. The coast of North .Africa was equlally suitable. I t  is 
a "series of natural harbours, often hacked by lagoons which 
offer every facility for. . . .&cape." There are " endless creeks, 
shallow harbours and 11agoon;s where the C,orsairs' galleys (whioh 
never drew more than six feet of voaker) could take refuge," and 
much of the comt is protected by shifting sand-banks.(") More- 
over in  both cases the pirates' country lay alongside solne of the 
most important of the world's trade-rou~tes. 

I n  Africa as in the Eastern Archipelago the actions of 
European nations greatly stimulated the piracy which already 
existed. What the destruction of the native trade-rou.tes was to 

(88) Ibicl., 124. 
(89) Ibicl., 278. J. R.. A. S. S. B., XXI, 96-101, 112 Treacher. Pryer, 

“Decode In Forncc," L)! 2 4 :  31, 11-42, 65, ancl passim. 
(90) I. P .  P., Range 200, Vol. 40: Oet. 7, 1853, Xos. 137-42. Ibid., 

Vol. 59: April 2.8, 1854, Nos. 180-87. J. P. F., Range 201, Vol. 29: Sept. 
14, 1855, Kos. 86-97. "One Huiidred Years of Singapore," L, 297. Brooke 
5. I. A., VI, 470-84. Thornson. 

(91)' Lane-Poole, "Ba.rbary Corsairs," 16.21, 186-91. 
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the 31alays, the expulsion of the Moors from Spain was to the 
Corsairs. The Pirates of Northern Africa mere not a very serious 
menace until their nun~bers were greatly increased tonnards the 
end of the fifteenth century by a svarm of refugees from Spain, 
filled with e burning sense of their wrongs, and determined to 
avenge the cruelties they hacl suffered at  Chistian hands.(s2) 
The Corsairs also resembled the pina.h of the Archipellago in 
that they were slavers as much as robbers: one of the principal 
objects of their cruises %?a8 t o  make capfives for t!he slave- 
markets. V i t h  the pwsible excepti~n of the Lanuns however none 
of the East Indi~aa pinates seem to have treated their slaves with 
such callor~s cruelty as the The last point of resemb- 
lance is that in  both cases neither the ships nor the forts of the 

( 
pirates were sery formidable to European warships. They were a 
terror only to merchantmen. ( Y + )  

Apart from these po:'nta ,of similarity ho~rever the two races 
of pirates were radically different. Except in rare cases the 
Malays and Lanunls \Irere never a menace to European .merchant- 
men; while the Corsairs were the terror of every trader that 
pzssed their harbours. The reason for this was threefold, the 
assistance of Turkey, the encouragemen;t of the great E u r q e a a  
powers, and the use of European renegades. From about 1518, 
when Charles V began to make ~er ious  attempts to crush them, 
untjl 1571 the Barbary Corsa.irs were under the protection of 
Turkey. The Janiaaries, the flower of the Sultan's army, were 
sent to sail on t.heir raids, and the pirate galleys formed part 
of the Turkish navy. Ba.ribaroeas and the other great leaders of 
the pirates commanded the whole Turkish fleet, and assisted the 
Sultans in their campaigns. Until the bsittle of Lepanto in 1571 
the Turliish fleet had the conlmand of the Mediterranean; and 
the Corsairs were protected and enabled to grow strong in the 
early years of their power when th,ey could m s t  eui ly  have been 
crushed. ("5) 

Lep~mto deprived the pirates of this protection, and they 
ceased to Ee robters on the grand scale. The greah powers of 

t Europe could ~ a s i l y  have crushed them; yet in  the seventeenth 
and eighteent.h centuries their ravages were more extensive than 
ever before. Hundreds of Enropean merchantmen and thousands 
of ca-~tiues fell into their hands, the Medirterrlanean seaboard 
was constantly pillaged, and even villa.ges in England and Ireland 
were clee.troyed. The pirates arrogated to t.hemselves the right 
to war ,on every nation of Euroipe which did' not buy their forbearance 
by tribute. Moreover they constantly broke the treaties which they 

-. -- 
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were brifbed to sign, and renewed their rhvages. Yet, a p r t  from 
a few sporaclic a3ttacks never pushecl home, the great powers replied 
byfresh gifts of nloneg, new treaties; and mark stores and ~lmlitions: 
The truth TVRS thlat England, France and the other powers found 
the C'orsa.ir~ too useful as a n~eans of injuring one another's. 
trade to allow them to be clestroyeil. While tarttempting to buy 
immunity for th,eir 0 ~ 1  merchants by lavish gifts, they were 
constant-ly trying to bribe the pira.tes to a.ttack tlleir rivi~ls.(O~) 
The position mas rather like that of Turkey ancl the Coacert of 
Europe during the last seventy years, when the at temp:~ to secure 
just government for the Sultans' Christian subjects failed because 
the mutual jealousy and .distrust of the great pourers nude eflective 
action impossible. 

Finally, much of the power of the Corsairs was due to their ' 

employment of Chridian renegades. Their gunners, many of the 
c-omrnders. of their galleys, ancl some .even d their rulers, mere 
renegades. Eenegada generally guided them on their voyagcs, 
and for led  the mcst daring part of their crews. In  1630 there 
were 8000 'in Algiers alone. Th,e abandonment of the galley for 
the asiling-ship a.t'the beginning of the seventeenth century was 
clue to a Fleming, Simon Dander, n.110 taught the pirates how to 
build ships on the European modeL Owing to the great superiorrty 
ob their ncm type of ves~el the Corsairs were able to extend their 
cruises into the Atlantic, ancl range the co~a~sts of %ghnd and 
Ireland. ("7) 

, The Malays and Lanuns on the contrary had none of these 
advantages. Nmo Europcan power protected or assisted them with 
arms and money as a means of injuring its rivals' tr'ade. Tlmt 
they flourished so long was du'e not to the e~~couragernent but t o  
the indiEerenoe of Europe. &loreovcr t.he pira.te6 of the Ard1.pe- 
lago were not joined by European renegades. There appexrs to 
be only lone case, in 1820: where a Ewopenin commanded a 
M,alay ~quadron., and el-cn here there is no certain prcof, but 
merely strong suspicion. (08) The Malays .and Lanuns were there- 
fore greatly inferior to the Corsairs in their types of vessel, their 
armament, and their skill in gunnery. For these reasons they mere 
rarely la danger to European merchantmen, bu~t only to the ill.- 
armed n,atiue trading paus .  So far 12s enthusiw~n for their 
chosen profession went., the pirates of the A r c h i p ~ ~ o  were fuUy 
th,e equds of the Corsairs. Had circumstances been favourable, 
they might have been as great a scourge to Europelsins a s  the 
Moors : i t  x7,as their misfortune, a.nd not their Cault, that they 
were comparatively innocuous. 
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