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dificalt for their followers to ascertain
where they will be at any time. Reports
had reached them of British troops being
expected to enter Hewahetty and orders
‘were given to block up the roads. Kiwul-
gedera with three other chiefs were upon
the look out oa the heights near Badulla :
we have no doubt that ull their precau-
tions will be quite unavailing to prevent
Lieut.col. Kelly’s marching with the at-
most case through Hewahetty towards
Kaady, and we only wish that Kappito-
pola’s flloess might so far retard his
movements a8 to emable our troops to
esme up with him, or that the late in-
auguration of the pretender might em-
bolden kim to make a stand; there would
be little doubt of the result. The hon.
ohe resident hae received many particulars
of isformation frem another Kandyan
who has Iately been with the pretender
and Kappitopola; his account agrees in
general with that given by the Dooriahs.
He states that the pretender is not a per-
sort of Malabar hirth, and that it is easily
seen by his conversation that he hais been
& priest ; in private conversation it was
wzrr;end that he was the son of Wil-
bawe Kapurale. This informant agrees
abso with the Dooriahs in saying that
there is & general disgust towards the
camse of rebellion prevailing among the
people, and much sappointment ex-
pressed at the repeated failures of all the
great promises of which the headmen
and the priests had been so lavish.

Every thing remains perfectly quiet in

oora Yatteenoora, the four, and
the seven Korles, except in that part of
the latter which borders upon Matele,
where the rebels continue to disturb the
country; but nothing of any consequcnce
s of late occurred. ‘

From Kofnegalle we hear by a letter
from Ldent.col. Hook dated the 16th inst.
that two Dodriahs hiad given information
of the treasonaMe practices of Maha
Watta Gsmma Nileme, who had by
theests and force prevented theinhabltants
from making known their complaints to
govermment, and was hiimself at Wando-
ragal temple with his followers preparing
10 jsin- the rebels. TIn consequence of
this intslligence Lient. Murphy was sent
ot the ISth at night with a small party of
picked men, who completely surprized
the Nileme and took him prisoner with
20 of his people. He was tried on the 16th
before a court martial, convicted upon
the clearest evidence and sentenced to be
heug. The present disturbed state of the
proviace towards the frontiers of Matele,
and the treacherous e:oru of :be chlbee{;
0 perswade or force the people iuto rebel-
liom, .while they are themselves actually
WWon of the British goveran-
nene, Lient.col. Hook to consider
thds vraiter 28 a-proper subject for a severe
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example of justice ; his sentence was
therefore immediately carried into execu-
tion. There is indeed a double reason
for exercising such wholesome severity ;
the chiefs are, it may almost be said, the
sole instigators of the rebellion ; they only
therefore undergo the deserved chastise-
ment of their guilt; again, if to deter
others from similar crimes be the hest
justification of rigorous punishment, the
execution of one considerable headman is
more likely to produce that effect than
the slaughter of 100 of their wretched
followers, whose death they regard with
the most callous indifference.

From the Bombay Gazette, Sept. 9.
The last accounts from Ceylon continue
as favorable as we can wish. The troops
from Bengal will most likely arrive as
Colombo about the 20th or 25th Sept.
when we have no doubt that the restora-
tion of tranquillity, and the final subjuga-
tion of this fine {sland will speedily take
place, .

DEATH, . )
May 8. comalee, ’ .
fn,r:urlyc'l;':t‘. in H.“ M.s;::on z‘gm;
and on the 20th of the same montb, the relict
of the deceased, Alicla Emlly, daughter of the
late 8ir Johu Meredyth, Bart. while oa her
passage to Calcutta.
= At Trincomalee, Mrs. Maria Tranchele, aged
49 years.

Sy—
AVA.
Madras, Aug. 22.
Accounts from the eastward atate, that
the city of Rangeon had been nearly des-
:'aed by fire on the 29th of May. Itis
ed, that a band of thieves, amount.
ing to 200, taking' the advantage of the
confusion that.took place, plundered the
houses of maay of the Earopean inhabi-
tants in open day, and though the leader
of this band was discovered, his intevest
with the government emabled him to es-
cape with impunity. '

n—

—

PEGU.
From the Bombay Gazette, Aug. 26,
It is said that a considerable portion of
the town of Pegu has been destroyed by
fire. This occurred on the 2Uth of Mg,
and much injury has been sustained.
This will, perhaps, be deemed a punish-
ment, consequential to the ordersof the
new government, for removing all foreign
priests and missionaries,
]
SUMATRA.

At the rise of the rgpublic of Holland,
a generous sympathy wish the protestant
camse on the continent, and a poHtical
regard to the creation and maintenance
of :3 balance of power‘in Europe, induced
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the government and people of England te
‘make efforts in assisting the S8even Pro-
vinces, for which the Batavians se¢med
to waut both the ability and inclination
to make any correspondent returns; 8o
that the want of reciprocity in the assist-
ance rendered, was uot partially ¢om-
pensated by a community in feeling, or
by the decent appearaunce of a good will.
The Eoglish acted as if the independence
of Helland was of equal consequence with
that of England, and tire Datch as if it was
the only thing which the English woul
.§0 towar for in Europe. At the same
time, the maritime strength of the Dutch
East-india Company, aud the facility. with
which a local superiority could be pro-
‘vided by that party by whom hostility
was contemplated as impending, while
a pretext for rupture was but a subject
for opportune discovery, made the Dutch
court occasions of quarrel in India, as a
‘frequent relief from the restraint on en-
terprize, imposed by treaties of friendship
at home. Hence the two nations were
repeatedly at peace, or prosecuting in
Europe & joint war as allies, while the
rival companies in oriental commerce,
_ their respective servants, and forces, were
assalling each other’s ships and settle-
ments with the fury of irreconcileahle
. enemies. The principle of the English
.government was to support the indepen-
-dence of Holland ; Elizabeth, and James,
and Charles, were therefore tenacious of
friendship with the House of Orange,
and reluctant to take offence at the irre-
gular proceedings of its subjects between
the Cape of Good Hope and the sea of
Japan, as if the cant of national howour
had there no jurisdiction. It was the
business on one side to commit aggres-
sion, aud of the other to overlook it.
The stronger state disciplined her temper
to forbearance, and the weaker applied
her mind to insalt, till generosity looked
like connivance, and what was policy in
Euarope sank to imbecility ic India.

We hope a history of the past will not
furnish & prediction of the future; and
that the share of the English in achfev-
ing the victory of Waterloo, is not to eatail
upon this nation the secare insults of the

. Duteh 3 ner that the independence of the
Netherlands, as one of the weights i the

balance of power, is to hang for two .

centutics more as & millstone uponthe
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Beck of Engiand. Can a retrocession be
acrepted,and the obligations conveyed with
it refused > If full dominion derived from
conquest gave the right and power to make
a treaty with their parties, the territory can
ouly be restored, subject to the same con-
ditions which it had acquired by such a
compact, Theisland of Banca is of much
importance in a commercial point of
view. The tin mines which it contains
are very productive, and are wurked by a
Chinese colony said to consist of 25,000
persons. Many cargoes are yearly carried
to China, where the covsumption is
chiefly for religious purposes. It sells
rather higher thau the Eaglish grain tio,
as the Chinese say it is more malleable,
and on that account prefer it. In former
times the profit from it to .the Dutch
East-India Company was estimated at
£150,000, but very little was sent to
Europe, The island, and the tin mines,
were takien possession of by us in 1813,
and restored to the king of the Ne-
therlands by the 22d article of the con-
vention of 1814 ; under what stipulations,
and for what purposes, will appear from
the protest of Sir T'. S. Raffles.

RELATIONS WITH THE Durtch.
Political —Oficial. = .

The following is the protest of 8ir
Thomas Stamford Raffles, Licatenant-
Governor of Fort Marlborough, agalost
the aggressions of the Duteh fn the

Malayan Archipelago. .
Protest.—The honour and interests of
the British government reudering it indie-
pensable that a public and formal protest
should be made against the proceedings
of the Dutch authorities in the Malayan
Archipelago ; 1do hereby, as the nearest
British authority, solemnly and publicly
protest against the following proceedings
of the representatives of the Netherlands
government.— When the agents of the
British government transferred the go-
Vernment of Javato their excellencies the
commissioners of his Netherlands Majes-
ty, they called upon the commissioners-
general to fulfil the engagements widch
it the naive princen during b e
the native ‘admi-
nistration of Java. The British authori-

.ties considered themselves bound and.en-

titled to insist on their doing so, that
having accepted the bepefit of those acts
which were favourable to them, shey
could not reject the burden of those
which they deemod otherwise. No pro-
vision was made in the engagements with
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the native princes, for the contingency
of the colony returning to Holland. Hol-
land, indeed, did not then exist as a na-
tion, and the anthorities who adminis-
tered Java would bave been fully war-
ranted iu resigning the whole country to
the native princes. The language which
was in consequence held oat to the na-
tives, was that of a government compe-
tent to make ugreements in perpetuity.—
Without such a language, the British
could never have done what was doue
for the Eastern Islands. Those leading
meusures, ot which the Netherlands go-
vernmeut are now deriving all the be-
nefit, could never have been effected had
not the natives relied on the British go-
vespment ﬁn;h able u‘»l lecurehthem i;': a:
perpetuity of those rights which they
jsed.— The commissioners-general
of his Netherlands Majesty, however,
fefused to guaramter those.treasies, and
the donsequence was: & favmal (protess on
‘she.pant. of the Britab.antherisies, who,
ou.account of this and other measures of
the Netherlands goyerpment, were com-
pelled to leave Batavia, under a declara-
‘tion, that there was am ewident disiucli-
Bation to concede any thingto. the name
Rpsorn S a0t Judgig by the
- 3 that, ,ju y the
general policy evinced, tl;jere seemed rea-
son to believe it to be the wish of the
Netherlands governmeiit to erase the re-
collection of the British administration,
and to prevent the native prin-
ces and chiefs perceiving any influence of
the British goversment fn the arrange-
meats of that transfer,~Such
oaxly impressions of the British autho-
- xitios, aund the sybsequent proceedings of
Abe (Neshgriands governmens., will shew
bow far they are  ogksactr—7Tbhe Bri-
tish goproment egmidmc{ the nptiv:
. princes, a8 _independent sqvereigng
treated with them accordingly. ! ’ge
Dutch refused to guarantee or respect our
" tieaties, and would appear to bave con-
those faithful allies of the British
pation as nneonditionallge subjected to
their disposal.—If this be nnjust with

regard
ected to European coatrol, what must
te ‘thought of it with regard to those
states which have risen into importance,
and maintained their connexion with
Britain in opposition to the restrictive
icy of the Dutch > The represcatatives
of his Netherlands Majesty would seem

" to aim at an absolute despotism over the -

whole Archipelago, with a view of ex.
cluding other European nations. The Bri-
tish had encou sentiments of freedom
as far as was compatible with tranguil-
. lity, and had led the natives to rely upon
. them for the continued enjoyment of
them.~But whatever may be the arange.
penty or arguments of the Netherlands

Asiatic Intelligenoe.~Sumatra.
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government with regard to the Archipe-
generally, it is not necessary to go
beyond the confines of Sumatra for evi-
dence of the system which they seem
determined to pursue, and against which
it is the main object of this paper to pro-
test. The circumstances are as follow.
—By the 2d article of the conventioa
of the 18th Aug. 1814, the British go-
vernment cuded the Island of Banca to
the King of the Netherlands.—This
island, valuable on account of its tin
mings, had, in the year 1812, buen pre-
viously ceded to Great Britain by his
Higbness Sultan Najumudin, of Palem~
bang, on the express condition that all
former. contraces and agreements should
be annulled, and that the Su'tan should
be maintained and supported in his digni-
t{ by the British government, without
the her interference of the European
govermment i the affairs of Palembang,
So jimportant was this stipulation con-
sidered by the Sultan, that on the lst
Aug, 1813, it was an exprées article of
"wn éxplanatory treaty, that the former
clause, which stipulated that his Highaees
-shonld do bomage, or covsider himsalf
always dependent on the government of
Java, was ¢ null and void,” as beiug un-
. D under existing circumstances,
~When the British were about to with-
draw from Java, and arzsugentents were
made for the tramsfer of Banga, it was
to withdraw the amall British
force which had provisionally remained at
Palembang for the protection of the Sul-
tan. Ou that occasiou the Sultan ap-
pealed to the British government in the
strohgest tevms. The following extract
, fremz one of his Highness's letters wo the
hon. Mr. Findall, may be sutficient for
the present purpose :—*“ I hasten to send
" back my amhassadors to Batavia to wait
upon my friend the Lieatgovernor, of
“"whom 1 earnestly eatroat’ that he will
*coafirm and settle all. the lrm}pmmu
- neganiing me and the .caustry of Palem-
,bhang, as heretofore existing, and that
those relations may remain uninterrup-
ted, potwithstanding the establishment
of the Dutch government on the Island of
Java, Icannot on any cousideration se|
rate myself from the friendship exi
between me and the British government,
and I place my reliance on the British
government, that their protection may
not be withdrawn, &c. &c. I caonot un-
derstand any other power upon which I
can place my dependence than the English
government, &c.”
In the same manner as the British au-
thorities had called upon the commissio-
eral to guarantee the treaties with
other princes, they called upon them to
aTespect that with the Sultan of
bang; but tﬁ commissioners refused 8
compliance .with this request ; a solewa
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protest was accordingly made on the part
of the British government, and the ques-
tion referred to the authorities in Europe,
—The grounds on which the British
authorities felt themselves warranted in
requiring, in a particular manner, that
the existing treaty with the Sultan of
Palembang should be respected, were ob-
vious. That treaty had been fully recog-
nised, as well by his Britannlc Majesty
as by his Majesty of the Netherlands ; it
was no longer a connexion dependant on
thelocal government of Java. The island
of Banca was not cqusidered to revert to
the Dutch’ as a matter of course, under
the gencml provisions of the conveution
of 1814 ; it required that #h express arti-
cle should be inserted in the convention,
and his Majesty the King of the Nether-
lan@s having received the island of Banca
under that express article, must be bonnd
to respect the treaty by whicl it was ori-
ginally ceded to the Euglish. The very
act by which the Netherlands government
took possession of Bauca, confirmed the
independence of Palembaug, and rendere¢
it incumbent on the British government
to maiutain the independence unimpaired.
While the British government availed
itsef of the benefit which they derived by
the treaty with Palembang, they were
surely bound to fulfil that part of it which
was heneficial to the Saltan, Having
transferred Banca to a foreign power, the
British government became bound in hon-
our aud good faith to fulfil the express
condition ou which they first obtained it,
——PBound, therefore, as the British go-
vernment was, to maintain the rights and
dignity of the Sultan, as the price for
which Banca may be considered to have
been purchased, and deeply interested as
it wae in protecting the judependence of
the port of Palembang, it was with sur-

risé that I received, on the 17th of June, ,

a letfer from the Sultan, of which the
following is an extract.—*¢ At this pre-
sent>time there Is mach trouwble and "
anxiety, bwiwg to the confusion and alarm
spead by thd arrival of u great Dutch-:
man, called Edelier Muntinghe, who
wishes toenter the country of Palembang,
and says he was sent over by the Dutch _
commissioners-general, for the purpose of
cummunicating with me. At present he
is at Minto, and it is nncertain when he
may come to Palembang. The object of
his mission I do not know, but he has
ordered a ship of war to precede him up
the river, &c. &c. I hope that my friend
will afford me whatever assistance he pos-
sibly- can, and also give me instructions
in order to prevent the Dutch from at all,
or in any way affecting my present state
and situation, by introducing disturbance
and confusion in the country, and by co-«
operating with those who wish to des-
troy my respect and authority g for I

Asigtic Intelligence.e=Sumatra,
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most fully rely on being, through the lind~ .
ness and assistance of my friend, .secarely _
and firmly established in tbe rule of she
country, &c. &c. 1 request my friend
will send me an early reply, and that my
frieud will at the same time send me
something to hold to, for I am stillin a
state of very great anxiety and alarm.”

On receipt of this intimation, Capt.
Salmond was directed to proceed to
Palembang, as ageut of the British go-
vernment, under instructions (dated Fort
Marlbro’, 20th June 1818) of which the
followiung is a copy, vlz.

¢¢ To Capt. Salmond.—Sir :—You_are
hereby appointed to proceed on a special
mission to Palembang, the object of which
is to afford to the Sultan the protection
of the British government.—2. I am un-
acquainted with the measures which may’
have been pursued by the Dutch govern~
ment with" ‘to Palembang'y et
whatever they msy have been, . . &8
in no way interfere with the duty-of the
British government, to support “tive prel’
sent Sultan, Ratoo Achmed Najusradie;'
on thethrone, to which he was raised 5y~
their authority. This, indeed, was -the
express condition on which he ceded the'
island of ‘Banca~=——3. The Dutch "go
vernment have no claim whatever 0 a°
footing at Palembang, by virtue ‘of tbe "
reca:: comnlt'i:ns, land thereﬁn}: r de-
pends upou ¢ ultan, as an ludepen-
dent prince, whether he chocees to ad-’
mit them ornot. In his receat commw-
nicatious to me, be expresses himself to
be in the utmost distress and anxiety, In
consequence of the disorder and com'
fusion into which the country has beedt -
thrown by the expected arrival of* "%°
tl;);m:hl 'eﬂm:nnmiu:er, ad fu ?n-waf

at Il give Rim proofs of ary aewc
sistance and friendship, calls upon meco-
know: what,I can do_ for him, . as kis sole:
reliance is upon the British goversment; »:
who raised him tp the throne.———.
4. From this it would appcar, that the
Sultan has net yet entered iuto any.
formal arrangement with the Dutch -
government ; but as they may have taken .
measures for forming an establishment in _
defiance of the protest of the British,..
government aud of the rights of the
Sultan, wo time should be lost in calling
upon_the Sultan to make his election 5 -
aud if he is desirous of excluding the
Dutch, and of remaining under the British.,
protection, an explanatory treaty should ..
negociated.~——5, At all events, it.-
will be your duty to convince the-Sulfan .
that he is-not abandoned by the British
government ; and should he place himself .
unequivocally  under its protection, to
afford him that protection 1o the exwent. -
of your weans, and to require thas the ,.
Dutch withdraw all pretensions, and .
in mo way further interfere witl:he.
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affairs of Palembeng—=6. It is, a

i for e to suggest {l:h pli'::
priety of all your communications with
the Dutch authorities of Banca or else-
where being as guarded as possible, but
at the same time in the spirit of harmony
and good understanding which exists
m the two governments.——7. [

the translation of the acompanying-

Jetter to the Sultan of Palembang, which
You will be pleased to deliver to his
Highness immediately on your arrival.
w——Relying on your judgment and discre-
tion in the execution of the duty reposed
f0 you, Tam. &c.——(Sigued)—T. S, Rar-
FLES.”

The following is the letter to the Saltan,
alluded to in the above iustructious ;e

“ To his Highness Ratu Achmud Na-

udin, Sultan of Palcinbang.~(After

mpliml.)l bave received 'yonr high-~
ness’s r, seut by yourltnr%ns. as
nﬂmktm from thye mu: ! of
Jow highness's fumily. Your highness
calls upon me for assistaoce, in order
that you may be maintained on the throne
of Palembang; I, therefore, lose no
time in sending to your highness's court
Capt, Salmend, a gentleman in whom |
place pvery confidence, and who will be
Y repre:entative in inquiring fnto the
grigvaoces complained of by your highness
and your family. This gentleman has
also full aathority from me to adopt
alt arrungeisents that may tend to your
highness’s security.——1-have to request
0 bespesk your highness’s kind offices
0 Capl. S3abmond and the gemtiemen in
his paite~r—I have nothing o send my
friepd bus the British flag.——Written at
Maslbarougls, the Slst Jane 1818.°

Sabecquently 65 the departare of: Capt.
Salmond, a furthier letter ‘was received
from theSeltan, of which the following
are extracts :

¢¢ 1 farther acquaint friend, that
on the 29th ol'waajah &3’3, the great
man, éniled Warner Herman Muutiughe,
entered Pale.nbang with apparently hostile
sccotbpaniments, consisting’ of one ship
and one brig of war, a gun-boat, aud
upwards of twenty small prows, There
were also with him Rajah Ahib, a native
of Snk, aud Pangéran Shiriff Mahomed,
together with magy other persons of dif-
ferent degeriptions. He also brought me
lesters from the Commissioners-gen.
and the Governor-gen. of Batavia, These
letters which I received inform me that
they send Mr. Muntinghe as a commis-
sioner to make inquiries respecting Bauca
and Palembang, and request me to pay
him due honour aud respect as their re-
preseutatize. On a subsequent day he
waited upon me, and said he brought
orders to. me from the Commissioners-

' 4iatic Journ~No. 38.
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gen. at Batavia, re?uirin; me to make
a division of the villages, &c. in ordey
that one-half might be given to the former’
Sultan, Mahomed Budrudam, and the
other remain with me. He at the same
time wished to give me 1000 Spanish
dollars a month, and told me I must
couform to these orders; that if I did
not, an act similar to that of Maj. Ro-
binson’s would certainly take place ;
namely, that of dethroniug me. His
vessels of war were anchored directly
opposite the gate of my fort, as if he
intended to have recoufse to compulsive
measures, without further discussion, w—e—
Be it known 10 my friend, that whenever
I mentioned the name of my friend, the
British government, his anger increased 3
and if I am not now at once assisted by m
friend, wy destruction, perhaps my death,,
is inevitable. Let the orders and s~
sistance of my friend, whatever they may
be, come quickly to Palembang——
Further, I have been found fualt with for
recelving my friend’s letter, and have
been told by him (Mr. Muntigghe) not
to send any more people to Bencoolen.
I replied, ““ How, can I not receive the
letters of my friend, having been raised
to the throne by the British government 3
I certainly must remember its kindness
and attachment, and nevercan forget the
same, or separate myself from it,” &c. &c.
He also desired me to dispatch persons
without delay, to overtake those I before
sent with the letter to my friend, and
get back the same from them; and it is
owing to this circumstance, that I am
now enabled to forward the present letter
to my friend; and let him not take
offence at the unsuitable manner in which
it is done. But my frieud knows too
well how unhappily 1 am at present sf~
tuated to do this, &c. &c. I having
nothing to send my friend but tears
which never cease to flow.”

Tbe following additional instructions
(dated Fort Marlbro’, 24th June 1818},
were in consequence forwarded to Capt,
Salmend,.on the 24th of June.

¢ To Capt. Salmohd.—Sir: Since your
departure a letter from 1 he Sultan of Pa~
lembang, of which the enclosed is a trang-
lation, lias been rcceived.———The Dutch
having proceeded to actual measures of
aggression, | have deemed it necessary to
address the chief authority of that nation
at Palembaug, and as circumstauces have
considerably changed since your instruc-
Ytions were issued, I must leave the rest
to your discretion and judgment.——}
enclose a copy of the letter addressed to
Mr. Muntinghe, together with the pro-
clamation therein referred to, for pud-
lication, if necessary.——] am, &o.
(Slged) T. 8. RarrLes.” .

ol VII. ﬂ E
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.-+ "Cqpy of a Letter to W. H. Muntinghe,
‘Esq., dated Fort Marlbro’, 24th June
818~ Sir: It is with the utmost asto-
nishment aud surprise that [ have just re-
ceived information of the measares . pur-
sued by you at Palembang, as repre-
sentative of the Commissioners-general.
——It is stated that you have taken up a
warlike position off. the Sultan’s palace,
‘anl demanded of him to surrender one-
Jalf of his country to his brother, the
deposed Suliau Mabomed Budrudau, and
ju the event of notdoing so, threatened
him with dethronement.—It is impaos-
#ible, Sir, for.you tp be igmorant of the
sircnmatauces . under which the Sulran
Najpwudin.was rjised to the throne ; aud
3hay h.s Britapnic Majesty having hy an
exppess yrticle of the conventiou ceded
Banca to the King of the Netherlands, is
Dbound, w.protect the Sultan iu his rights
pud dignity.——The King of the N¢ther-

. lands havipg.fusther acpepted aud taken
Ioueuion of that islaud uuder the treaty,
as, by that act, fully’ ackuowledged the
_independence of the Sultan; whatever,
therefore, shakes the authority of that
;priuce, shakes also the only title by which
is Britaunic Majesty could cede Banca
the Netherlauds government.—1I can
bardly briugmyself to believe that this act,

. Qg your part, is autborised by the commis-
siouers-general ; and much less that you,
Sir, above all men, should have taken upop
‘yourse)f to act in the mauner above stated
jowards a %Loce nnder the immediate pro-
ﬁcti_on ot the British goveruwgut.——The
etherlands goverpment have no right
vhatever, under the rgcent eonventjon, to
claim any ioterference at Palembang ; and
(all interferency, there, after the protest of
.ibeBritish goverumenyt on leavipg Java, and
.in defiance of the authority of the reign-

jug Suljan, is au unwarrantable and un- .

Justifiable aggression on their part.—
" As such I view your conduct, and hereby

- protest against all your measures, holding -

.you liable to answer to the authorities in
-Kurope for every act injurious to the rights
and dignity of the Sultan.——l do Lere-
by further .declare null and void all.ar-
.rangements that you make at Palembang
.of the nature alluded tp, and I require of
n)u to lose no giuxe in removing frowm Pa-
mbang all military force of every des-
.cription now stationed there.—With re-
ference to the little. rexpect, paid. by the
Commissioners-general 10 the prpiests of
.the British government on their quittiug
Java, I shall deem it my.dutys in the
event of demur on.your part, forthwith
. to proclaim at Palembaug and thrpughout
.the Archipelago, that interfereuce of
.the Netherlands governmeut in the po-
.Jjtics of Palembaung is uvbauthorised, and
that your arrsugements are declared uull
and void-——1| expect that the govern-
mcot of Batavia will at ab early period
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receive instructions to withdraw from
Palembang ; at all events, an immediate
reference will be made to his Majesty’s
ministers on the subject, and it will be
for the consideration of the authorities
at home to decide in how far the mea-
sures pursued by you shake the title on
which Banca was ceded to the king of the
Netlerlands. —Uutil the affairs of Pas
lembang are satisfactorily arrguged, | shall
retain the settlement of Padong on this
coast,— 1 have the hounour to be, &c.
(Signedj T. S. RarFLes."—¢ P.S. T in-
trust this letter to Capt. Salmond, who
is charged with a special mission from
me to the coart of Palembang, aud'l
have to request you will respect him and
his suite accordinglys’ ’ :

In consequence of the state of affuirs
thus commuuicated to Capt. Salmond,
and the information he obtained on hid
.route, ~be deemed it advisable to jroceed
without the escort which had accom-
panied him over the hills, aud to dizect
that the party should ot follow until .os-

.ders were reeeived from him, a precan-

tion taken by Capt. Salmond in order to
prevent the possibility of disturbance, ot
the misinterpretation of his views, which
under the change that bad taken place
were simply to deliver my letter, and to
ascertuin the seantiments of the Sultan.

On the 2d inst. a dispatch, of which the

following is an extract, was received from
Capt. Salmond.

¢ 1 have the honour to inform you that,
P&m

myself and suite arrived at

about 8 A.M. on the 5th inst., and were
received by his highness the Suitan Ach-
me:“!‘:ajemudae;:, who t;ouduc!e'd‘ fothe
.small fort of palace lately ogc the
Ex-Sultan, which was ’giré:?tiw f:r’our
‘accommodation. His highness ‘immedi-
ately entered into the engagements which
you had suggested, with much pleasure
(aud ou which 1 shall farther conidhupi-
cate with you on my arrival at l-‘urt'Mab}-
borough, as [ am necessitated to close this
legter in haste), and as a proof of his al-
liance with the British government, Jm-
mediately boisted the Union Jack on the
wallg of the fort.—In the afternoon [ re-
ceived a visit from Capt. Bakker, of his
Netherlands Majesty's frigate at asechiar

.iu this port, accompauied by Capt. Vay-
der Wyck, of the enginecrs, who broaght’
.a letter from Mr. Muatioghe, to which

an_.immediate auswer was requested ; but

g: the subject of it required sbme delj-

ration,, the want of rest which’we*had
experienced some days past ‘m e
desjrous to postpone a reply unfil next

. maraiog. It however contained three pro-

positious, to which I immediatel{ ve a
verbal negative adswer, that is, 1st.
That after receiviug a reply to fhe letter
you addressed to him; { would imme-

.
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dhldg,‘ﬁ_x departure for Bencoolen the
shme day. ngd That on my return home,
F woald accept of a militaty safeguard
from outside as far as the limits of Ben-
cpolen, 3d. That I would immediatelz
withdraw the British colours hoisted o

the Sultan’s palace.—Shortly after runset
in the evening, a number of the natives,

who were in tlre palace with us, informed "

me of the circamstarce of an armed party
having surrounded the samé, and pre-
vented fyrther ingress or egress; and
tliey were represented to he the partisans
of the Ex-Sultah and Rijah Ahbib, of
Siak. Iimmediately directed inquiry to
be made at the outer gate by whose orders
they were placed there 5 to which they
replied, Mr. Muntinghe's, and that they
wonld oppose any one that attempted to
pass them. [ then wroteto Mr. Muntinghe
on the suhject, dnd was informed, in re-
ply, thaf not having acceded to the above-
mentioned’ requisitions, ‘he was’ called
dpon’ to take these measares to maimtsin
the rights of his Majesty the King of the
Rethetlands ; and that, in ‘additioq to
the ‘firaier requisitions, le now added
‘fhat of ‘deinanditig our arms and-amma-

nitlon, and putting thyseff: and suite
dndder the aifegn’mé of the Netlerlands
govémment, or it wddld become ona-
votdable td repel, ‘what he was pteased to
term, our hostile measures; to which,
of ‘course, I refdsed to comply., I soon
afterwards received another letter from
My. Muntinghe, principally ou political
points, fo which it was unnecessdry for
me to ntl_y, and concluded upor insist-
ing is first offer, In answer | re-
forred him to my former letter. . At half-

past three a.m. on the 5th, I was awoRe, .
-#&nd found that three officers with au

armed party were came to the palace,
@nd, upon their entrance, they presented
@ letter from Mr. Muntinghe to surrender
myself and saite. I objected to deliver
gver the arms, but told the officers-that I
woald parade the Bogguésses, dnd if they
thought proper,
which tbgy 33, when an armed force of
Europeans were brought in front, and we
were immediately escorted to the water.

they might take them, -

side by an armed party of Europeans

and natives, and conveyed over here.
‘The side arms of myself and Bugguesse
officers were left us.—My political func-
tlons being at an end, Ihave writfen a
private letter to Lieut. Haslain, recom.
mendiog him to return with the escort to
Moaerro Bulliti to wait your futther orders,

#nd beg to inform you that I consider it -
% impossible for them to latd here, or’
eten to wgroceed down the river, if op- -

mld’be by the vessels of war of his Ma-

jésty the King of the Netherlands now at
anchor off the fort.” - ’
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the Sultan hadin no way committed him-
self to the Netherlands government by
any legal act, the following mré the ar-
ticles of the treaty entered ifito bt the 4tht
July, 1818: . :

“This Is a solemn treaty this d%en.
tered into betwcen' his highness o0
Achmed Najemudin, Siltin of Palém.-
bang, on the one side, and Capr. Friocis
Salmond, as the representative of the hon,
8ir Thos. Stamford Rafites, Lieus.-gov. of
Fott Martbro®, on the other: 1. His
highness béiug desirons of the protec.
tion -of the British’ government, and of
excluding'al other European nations from
his dominjons, the Lieit.-gov. of Fort
Marlborvugh hereby agreés 16 furnfsh
such military establithment aw' ¥hall- de
adequate, 2. The Sultam, on ‘his
agrees to receive the said mifitary
blishment, and to provide for the ex
thereof. * Signed; sealed, aud ' délivered, .
in duplicate, ‘at Palembung, this Athday

of Juty, 1818

‘It may not be n to ' remark,
that ‘the first application of the Sultan
for the adviceard arsistatice df the Lieat.-
gov. of Beticoolén was recéived on the
17th June ; and that on' the 21st June
his ligliness was ihformed that the
British government would repder him
the protection re?uired; that in the
nterim, and while informed of the
preliminaries bétween Palembang' and
Bencoolen, the Dutch commitssidner com-
menced his measures of cocrcion; ahd
that on the 4th of July the éngagements’
between the court of Palembang mid’
the Lieut.Governor of Bencoolen were
confirmed dand proctaimed by the hoisting
of the firifish flag on tlie' wals of 'the
Fort.—hi eéxplanation, ft would appear,
that on the 24th of June, onfy tey days
previous to the arrivat of Captain Sal-
mond, and whtle it wds publitly known
that a British agent was on ‘M wiy
Palembaug, rafts and provisions hiviug
Hecn provided by the Saltan for thé cbn-
venlence of the party on thelr way down

e

" thé' river,' the unfortunate Sultan ivas

jch it is most probable they *

" moment a close
Capt. Salmond having ascertained théit *

N

compelled to rfesign his authority, and to
deliver 6ver his palace. On that day the
Datch commissioner stated that he 6b-
tained scals and signatares to a treaty,
which nominally transferréd all authority
to the Dutch; but it is not proved in what
manner the same was obtained. That
they were obtained in an unlawfu! man-
ner, that i8 to say, vi et armis, and by
intimidation, cannot be denied ; and, in-
deed, the letter from the Saltan above
quoted, ‘and the act of his immediatcly
hoisting the: British flag, would be suffi- |
cient evidence, were not the détails which
cauld be produced cotclasive on this head.
The Su'tan is understood to he at' this
prisoner ; and it to jn-
troduce inth°this paper- any particolars |
. 2E2 ' Ve e Sl e e
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which might be construed into a desire to
_lower the character of these {:ooeedinp
below a fair standard, it may be sufficient
to insert the following extracts from the
commissioner’s statement, in order that
it may be contrasted with the evidence
above adduced :—
¢ I have the honour to acknowledge
the receipt of your official letter, dated
Fort Marlborough, the 24th of June last.
If the information which has reached you
with regard to the measures I was pur-
suing at Palembang, under the authority
of the Commissiouers-gen, has been able
to raise your surprise and astonishment,
it was on the other hand with no less de-
gree of regret and consternation that I
was affected ou the perusal of your letter,
and on heing spprized of the further
measures you had determined upon, if
z‘on allow me to say, on such a slight
undation.—The natives, an whose re-
' information depended
he&;l ForLMarlb(;rou(b
* dispatches, left Pa-
d when I myself had
that place, whem o
ture had as yet heen
of Pajembang, when
atioued at Palembang

the usual rate of .that

of cousequence esery

f with regard to the’

1ake, and to the mili-
| station there, could

and premature, and
exaggerated and erro-
e in fact proved to be.
even now collected at
ort of what. a ysual
se, and does centainly
s of a mere protection

lere not & single en-.

ice of safety is to be

re, the usual means of

ve beeu able i0 raise

wd avxiety of & pusil-

$ a mere accident, not

er to me or to.the

er whose authority I

id my instructions say

-9 WS Lusswess v military force against
.aoy of the Sultans—It was not these
_warlike means that were depended upon
for the success of my mission. A hope

for this success was raised on a better

- foundation : on the natural force of truth
in convincing the Sultan Naya Moedin of

_-dis wrongs, and of the acts of hostility
.which he had committed, or allowed to
be. committed, by hiv subjects, as well

on our own territories as on those of our

allics, and on the irresistible influence

which the principles of a liberal and hu-

mane administration would have on the

hearts of all the people of Palembaug, as

soon as they were teodered.to them, in
Jieu of that state of bondage and oppres-
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sion to which they had bea; degraded by
the unwarrantable conduct of their Sultan,
Naya Moedin, and his adherents.—
iustead of threats and warlike force,
have the greatest satisfaction to acquaint
you, that it was by mere peaceful amd per-
suasive means, not only without drawing
a sword or firivg a shot, but without
a single affray, without any individaal
being hurt, or even restrained or cprtailed
io his personal rights or liberty, that I
was fortunate enough to establish a new
state of affairs in this country, -and to
obtain the free assent of both the reigning
and the ex-Sultan to arrangements which,
according to my own view of the subject,
and under the orders under which 1 acted, -
most certainly I had a right to makeé; ani
from the operations of which, it be
expecicd, that the whole popuiation of Pa-
lembaug, from the very low siate of want
and oppression 10 which they have beem' -
reduced, will make a rapid stretch te-
wards the enjoyment of ease and plenty,
and of all those rights and comfarts which
are dependant on w state of pe 2e-
cwrity and civilization~It .was Dby. the
warlike rumours of your wilitary. detach-
ments descending {zom the ‘mountains
that my messengers were stopped-an their
way, goisg up to the poor inhabitauts of
the country,to announce to them the aboli-
tion of their Tiban and ‘Tookop, of every
kiud of farced labour und dlivery .of
produce, and above all, of the abomi-
nable custem of enslaving, uot only in-
dividuals, but whole families apd ge-
nerations of them, for the trifling amount
of a civil debt.—But how could it be the
fate of these humane principles. to be
stopped in their course by a friend to hy-'
mabity, by excellence? how could the
patron of these principles rise up in Oppo-=
sition to the accomplishment of his.omm
system, and. the lieat.gov. of Fort Mari-
borough eppose, what it was, and.ever
will be; the glary of the late licut.gov. of
Java to have first proclaimed 2——1 .am
sensible, hon. Sir, you would want. here
to put a stop to my argument ; you would
remind me that it is on a right by contract
tbat you found your claims, and peinting
to the final clause of the treaty you allude
to, propose your system, that tan
of Palembang was an independant prince,
under the protection of the British.go-
verument, where former rights were tobe
left uatouched, even should humanity suf-
fer by it——As it seems that on these
points a difference of opinien has existed
between the Commissioners-general and
the late British authorities on the idland
of Java, it perhaps might be my duty to
withhold from eateriig on the swhjecs,
and confining myself to the orders onder,
which I am bound to act, I refer you for
explanations to the higher authorities at
Java; but considering the decisive mea-
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‘supes youw airendy have extered , and
thie circaitons way by widch mw:xxhna.
tioa could reach you Javs, [ take
wpon myself to enter imto sowe exptana-
though always with due defereuce,
st save the different view my superiors
might take of the sabject @ & o o
’ the tone in which the Netherlands
ment are determined to maiatain
ir system, some idea may -be formed
By the following additional extract from
the letter ‘of the commissioner at Palem-

4 Of the farts constituting such a breach
of faith (on the part of the Snitam) they,
the Netherlaads government, are natu-
tally, as an indepewmiont power, thecole
Jwdge i these quarters of the earth, and
it weuld be highly impreper to enter into
amy justification of them but before their
Ugher sutborities at home, who have a
sight te call for ¢, and to-whom a refe-
wente lays epen oa the subfect.”

".On the act of publicly aryesting the per-
ses-of the British representative, after that
ificer was publicly accredited and recog-
alised in that capacity by the Dutch com-
filesiooer, and while be was sleeping on-
the protection of the Brinsh flag,
hoisted by an indepesdemt in al-
liance with Great Britain, there can be but
‘wag opinion ; but so little is an act of the
¥imd acw thoaght of by the Dutch autho-
that the commissioner, though
wflumisons in his correspondeuce on other
poiuts, does oot even condescend to offer
@ explamation, much less an apology, on
’ ever measures night have
found for the support
aatbority that thos had so an-
been wrested from the hands
wnfortunate prince, upder the im-
protection of tiee British govern-
B is to be'vegvetted that nothing
open iasnit and the degradation
- the British character in the eyes of the
amd this on a spot where British
had recently been 50 ocouepicious,
where the Dutch gratitude was so
. imperiomsly called for, would have been,

sesorted to.

Justly indigaaot at conduct so unjusti-
4able on the part of the rejiresentative of
a ‘astion at peace and friendship with
Great Britain, and desirous to check the
progress of a system of which it is to be

this will not be found a solitary in-
siance, I do hereby most solemaly and
publicly protegt—First, Against tie whole
of the of the Netherlands go-.
srument at Palembang, as unjustifiable,

aad in direct violation of the rights and

tresties which w .incumbe‘nt on them tlo
rispect ; by w. ngs, not only
the char; o of the British government is
with regard 4o Banca rendered questiona-
bie.—~Secondly, I protest agajnst the gene.

]

i
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ral proceedings of the Netheriands govern.
ment in disregarding the solemn protests
made by the British authorities before
they quitted Java, and do declare null and
void all arrangements, not provisional in
their nature, which may have been made
in defiauce of those protests.—Thirdly, 1
farther protest agaiust any military force
being sent by the Nethierlauds government
to any place withiu the Archipeiago, with
which the English are in alliauce and
carry on trade, in which the Datch flag

did ot actualty fly ou the first of Jan.

1803, with the exception of such as may

have been in the charge of the British go-

vernment at that date, and which may be
regularly transferred.—— Lastly, and
the strongest mauner, I protest unil appeal
against the ipsalt o to the represch-
tatlve of the British government, in the
arress of the persou of Capt. Balinomd, the

British agent at Palembang, holding the

representatives of the Netherlands govern-

wmeut in these seas respousible-for all the
acts of aggression aod - insult counectdd
therewlith, and which' will lereafter be
made known in another place, unless’
promptand adequate satisfaction Is given,

In conclusion, I deem it necessary to

state, that the object of this protest is no¢
directed against the mincr measures of
their Exc’s. the Commissioners-gen. ner
of the commissioner at Palembang, ncr
is it intended to affect the personul good
understanding and harmony which happl.’
Iy prevails. 1 have reason to respect and
esteem them. [t is against the political
system which, as representatives of the
Netherlands government, they have felt
it their duty to adopt, that I protest; a
system by which the interests of the Ne-
therlands government appear to be ‘excli.
sively considered, without the least refet-
ence being had in how far the henour and
interests of the British nation may be ib.
volved thereby. To such'a system it is
incumbeut on me to oppose the rigints and
duties of the British government ; and it.
istobeh that when the character and
interest of both natlons are duly consider-
ed and deliberated upon by higher authori-
ties, such a liberal policy will be resolved
dpon a8 will at once put an end to the
confasion and irregularities which muss
coutinue, and even inerease to an alarm-
ing extent, while the present system js
allowed to be persevercd in. - :

Done by me, the Lieut.gov. of Fart
Marlborough and its dependencles, at
the Court-House at Marlborough, this
12th day of August, 1813.

' (Signed) T. S. RarriLes,
(Registered)

W.R.JENNINGS, Secretary to Government,

and Regittrar. )

The following documents, recéived sice
the siguature of the above protest, are au-




14

nexed, as cqnnected with the very extra-
ordinary proceeding at Palembang, and
from which it would appear that the
. Sultan Achmed Nujemudin h3as heen
actually deposed, and his brother raised
to the throne in his place, by the Dutch
commissioners at Palembang.

Translation of a Letter from Sultan
Achmed Nyjemudin, of Palembang,
to the Lieutenant-Governor of Bens
coolen.

Captain Salmound, on his arrival at Pa-
lembany, had immediateiy am interview
with the Sultan, when he presented to
him a letter, and a flag that accompanied
it, from the honourable the lieut-gov. of
Fort Marlborough, which were received
with the greatest joy and with every
mrark of respect.——The flag was then or-
dered to be hoisted, aud a letter seat hy
Capt. Salmond to Mr. Muntinghe, It
is not known what may have been the
nature of the communication thus made,
but Mr. Muntinghe sent to call Capt. Sal-
mond, and to order him to pull down the
British flag, which had been hoisted by
the Sultau. Capt. Salmond replied, that.
lie dared not to pull it down, and after
this, not to enter into details, there came
4 party of Dutch soldiers, together with
a party of Palembang people, favourable
to the interest of the Ex-Sultan, and also
of Sidks, to the number of at least 700

" in all, by the two latter of whom the re-
sidence of the young Sultan was sur-
rounded by order of the Dutch, so as to

prevent all communication with him.—

At suasct the flag, according to custom,
was ordered by the Sultan to be lowered
and * ™7 himself was then con-
, and no egress or jn-
it permitted, and carly
ning the flag-staff was
Dutch.—The Sultan’s
ut was a suall apart-
n side of the new fort,
it of_more’persons be-
- there than ten petty
all that were with him,
ople being obliged to
Capt. Salmond and

‘ren

re taken by Mr. M-’
:dlock in the morning,

. sent off direct to Ba-

sel.—The persons who

e deputea by tae Sultan to meet and
g:u-ive Capt. Salmond on his arrival at

alambang,

muungung, a Ranga, and a Demaug,
were all scized and placed under arrest
within the Dutch entrenchment. —The
Sultan still continues a close prisoner,
and no communication is permitted be-
tiveen him and any one outside, The
only persons allowed tv pass In or’out of
. the place where lie is confived are sowe
pomeu, who are employed to fetch water
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viz. three Paugerangs, a’
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aod bay provisions for him, and it is only
at st times that this indulgence is.
granted, and for a very limited period
that they are allowed to be absent.— Such
is the incouceivable state of misery and
distress to which the Sultan has been.
reduced.~—Trusting, however, to the bene-,
voleuce and compassion of the British an-
thority at Bencoolen, and firmly relying on.
assistance from thence, he has peaceably
borue with and submitte! to all that has
befallen him.—Night and day he anxious-
ly hopes that the honourable the lieut.

gov. will afford him speedy relief ; for so’
great js the misery and the shame he now
feels that he cannot keep his eyes dry.” -

Deposition of Ki Baba Sorin( .and
Pali Jenah, taken at Fort Marlbro’ on-
the st Aug. 1818,

The deponents state as follows.—The
letter this day brought by them to Fort
Marlborough, from the Stltan at Pakm:
bang, and presented to” the Kon. the Lieut.’
gov. was smuggled out of the place where
the Sultan is at preseat confined, whiia
the precincts of the New Forr, by one of’
his female attendants, who are employed
to fetch water and provisions, and on
that account alone are the only
permitted to pass in and out, and that
only at stated times, and for very limited
periods. — The strict mauner in which’
these women are searched by the Dutch
guard placed over the Sultan, every time
they go in or come out of his place of con-
finement, and the circumstance of one of
them, on whose person a letter from
the Pangeran Depati to his wife, metely
respecting some domestic affairs, was
found, being nearly flogged to death, ren-
dered much precaution necessary, and‘the
Icticr in questioh was accordingly bowed
on to heérmaked thigh, dnd- this escaped
detectiou.  Simitar precaution” wag#: ne-
céssary to enable the deponents and théfe
follow ers to get safely out of Palembang,”
guards and gpies being stationed above the
town to stop aid examfine kil persons
passing up and down y and for this purpose
they withdrew otie by otie to an appointed
place of rendezvous in the , and*
thence departing together, travelled by
stealth across the country, and'by a difi-
cult and circuitous route reached Fort
Marlborough in 21 days.—The letter,
which, fiom the hand-writing, appears to
them to have been written either by the
Sultan himself or his brother the Pange-
ran Depati, who was in confinement with
him, was delivered fo them by the femate '
already meritioned, with injunctions from*
the Sultan to convey it-without delay"
to the Lieut.gov. of Fort Marlborough,
and on no account to fef It fall fnto the
haudd of the Dutch, or auy of the Ex—
Sultau's people.—It was well understeod
that Mr. Muntinghe first of all endea-
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Xourod, t0-abtain the consent of the Sultan
to arrangements that were favourable to
to the interests of the Ex.Sultan, and
Jnejudicial to his own, but of which they
do pot koow more of the particulars than
that the Saltan was to have a monthly al-
Jowance of one thousaud dollars, five coy-
angs of rice, and 100 gantanus of salt,
and be paid the gross sum.of, 25,000 dol-
lars, to repair and improve the old palace
‘for hig’accommodation,—That the Sultan
positively refused to eiter into any such
ent, on which Mr. Muntinghe act-
ed as he bas doue, iu opposition to the
wishes, and notwithstanding the remon-
strances of the Saltan ; that they are per-
fectly sure. the Saltau wever put his hand
or seal to any treaty or written document
whatever connected with the measure
lately adopted at Palembang : on the con-
trary, he invariably told Mr. Muntinghe
that he could not, ad wauld not accede
to any arrangements progoscd by him ;
“tbat he had net the puwer to resist his
acws, and ceuld nog prevent him from do-
ing whatever he pleased with himself and
‘the couptry, but that he would not volun-
tarily resign any of his rights or authority.
—He refused to move out of the palace,
‘although pressed in the most urgent man-
wer to'do s0, and it was not till after the
Dutch frigate and other vessels were pla-
©@d 'opposite to it,and he was told that it
would positively be batteved down about
_his ears, and preparations were appa-
rently making to carry the threat into ef-
fect, that he agreed to move into that
part of it where he is now a.prisoner, still
refusing 0. quit it altogether.—The Re-
galia were not got from Lim till after the
departure of Capt. Suimoud for Batavia,
amd- many threats had been used on the
pect-of Mr Munstingbe, 10 tifke him by
force and send hisn to Batavia.=~The Fx-
- Sultamy, in- eovsideration of being again
Pplaced. apon the throue by Muntipghe,
agreed to make over to the Dutch the
whole of the interior af thie country, and
%0 pay down the sum of five lacs of dol-
Jars in cash and valuables ; the sum of
- foar lacs was received by Mr. Muntiughe,
and shipped by b'w ; the payment of the
remainiug lac was to be made after Mr-
. Muutinghe's return from the interior, and
his effecting the expuision of all the Bri-
tish troops frem the territory of Palem-
bang. — The warlike equipment which
Mr. Mantinghe fitted fot this purpose,
popsisted of about 100 troops, Europeans
and Natives, 100 Siaks, and 1000 Palem-
bang people, armed iu various ways, and
who were conveyed in 1804 boats, in
. 'which were mounted eight large guns, and
about 100%mall ones,—When they left Pa-
Jembang the Dutch had a ship of war of
2% guns, and a large military force there.
. - (Sigued) ~T. 8. RAFPLES.
Fort Marlborough, August 15, 1818,
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Intelligence by the Flanders Mail.

Brussels, Jan. 17.—Accounts from Baw
tavia of Sept. 26, 1818, say—* In the
course of the year 1818, the troops of the
Netherlands were goiug to resame pos-
session of the settlement of the Nether
lands at Pedang, on the west coast of
Sumatra ; but difficulties were made by
the British governwent at Bencoolen,
which obliged the troops to return to Java.

The authority of thie Netherlands has
for these two years past
on the east coast of the.empire of Pa-
lembang, ite Batica. .

‘The Voltaire, from Batavia, has arrived
in the Texel, after a passage of 100 days.
It arrives very seasonably to contradict the
news of an insurrection ut ‘Saniarawg,
which had been circulated on thea
of the English papers. - e

LOCAL AND PROVINCIAL.

Madras, July 11.—The treasury at Ben-

coolen has been shut, aud the Company’s
sales in future would take place only tw{d:
@ month. :
' London, Jan. 5—By the arrival of the
Kingston, from Java, intelligencé of much
importance, as affecting British interests
in the Indian seas, has been received. The
Governor of Fort Marlborough has dis-
played his characteristjc energy aud ace
tivity since ljs arrival in Sumatra, and
has anxiously endeavoured to extend thic
British influence over the whole of that
valuable aud exteusive island. Sumatra
has hitherto been very little kuown. The
European establishments are entirely on
the coast ; Europeans had never pete-
trated into’ the ioterfor. All attempts
to do so, iudeed, were reckoned des-
perate ; no European would embark 1a
them.” The population of the interior
were considered as savages, and the
mountains impassable, and yet the natives
would still bring down_their gold and
cassia, and camphor, &c. for which Su-
matra had from the earliest ages been
famous. The Governor felt’ there was
but one alternative, and that wus to open
the road by going himself. His entere
prise was crowned with suceess.  He'pes
netrated into the interior in three dif.
ferent directions ; to the southward fn-
land of Manua, to the importaut pro-
vinces veeupled by a people called the
Passummahs - to the northward to Me-
nangcabon, the far-famed capital of the
Malay ewpire; and inland of Bencoolen,
across the island to Palembang.,

The result has been the discovery of a

“mine of wealth, a country highly cultiva-

ted, and abounding in precious metals.
‘The Passummahs are an athletic fine race
of men, as superior to the people on the
coast as it i$ possible to conceive ; they
are agricultural and numerous, At Me-



