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MALAY SUPERSTITION.

" Tug following is a version of a roll of charms or indulgencies, which may
serve to illustrate the nature of practical Muhammedanism in the Malay coun-
tries. The roll was of paper, about four yards long and two inches and &
helf broad, and was enclosed in a case of cloth made to tie about the body.
It contained a number of painted squares, inscribed with the name: of Mu-
hammed, and was surmounted with rude figures of the temple at Mecca, the
double-bladed sword of Ali, &c. &c. The wrmn'g was placed alternately with
the squares. The skin of the natives of the east is frequently marked in various
parts with light coloured blotches, the effects perhaps of disease, but attended
with no distinct sensation of any kind. The painted squares were intended
as impressions or pictures of such blotches on the body of the Prophet.

The unity of God is the rallying point of the Muhammedans; their strong~
hold, and the weapon with which they combat all their enemies ; yet we find
their system and that of heathen idolatry in practice substantially the same,
The idolatrous polytheist makes an image of some imaginary supernatural
power, performs his devotions before it, propitiates it with offerings, and
looks to it for deliverance from his troubles and calamities. The Muhamme-
dan ‘unitarian entertains the utmost abhorrence of all images, and will not
approach one without discovering his detestation by a visible sign; yet he
makes a representation of 'a mark on the body of his prophet, inscribes it
with the sacred name, Muhammed, and invests it with the power of accom-
plishing all his desires, of pardoning all his sins, and of finally conducting him
to heaven without account. It will be seen from the present communication
that these are not harmless playthings—mere notions—too absurd to be
seriously credited by those who make the unity of God the basis of their
creed. On the contrary, they have a perpetual influence over the conduct,
‘and become the source of numerous actions, equally incompatible with the
welfare of society and the personal happiness of their deluded votaries.

On the 23d December last a Malay, called Malim Dubalong, was accused be-
fore the fiscal of Padang of having robbed his guest, a native of the Madras coast,
to the amount of 1,000 rupees. The party accused could not clear himself, and
he was directed to give bail or to be sent to prison. He was however suffered to
return home, chiefly to seek a person to bail him. In the evening the plaintiff
‘informed the fiscal that the man had packed up his moveables and was abouit
to abscond. The fiscal sent for him, and told him he must give ball, He
‘named a person, who on been applied to refused, arid no alternative re-
mained but to send him to prison. On his way down stairs he suddenly
attacked the plaintiff with a kris (or dagger), stabbed him, as he thought mor-
tally, and ran up stairs and attacked the fiscal. After a severe struggle, in
which they rolled down stairs, locked in each other’s grasp, the man was killed
by the fiscal’s servants, and the fiscal himself escaped with six or eight super-
ficial wounds, This assassin, Malim Dubalong, was a merchant of Padang
well known to the Europeans, He had received the title of Malim for his
strict attention to his devotional exercises. It appeared on-inquiry that he -
‘had armeéd himself purposely for the occasion; he had covered his naked
'kris with & handkerchief, and had secreted his kirambi # under his head-dress,

"He had been to the river to wash and pray, and recite his incantations, and

"had tied his roll of charins upon his arm. - Thus prepared and equipped, he had

appeared

¢ The kurambi is s semicircular kuife, 3 most dangerous instrument, used chiefly by assassine and
murderers.
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appeared befors the fiscal; snd, no- danh, &Ily~ w-&o«m
proised by bis formulary. st

- Charms and lm-hutmam-un w-ﬁe natives, ’!'I!ey
*iepbinr info mess of the preseriptiond and medieines-of vreit docton‘d d
-préests ado in the kit of maleing them a hicrative avticle of sale.” ucﬁ
the orie.flom wifich the following is taken are sold for'ten or efght d 11
they are however of all prices, from one to tventy Hollags. ,
~!n‘du!genclés they extend to every crime and ever‘y calqmu&t hi
"nature is subject, and they finally transport their, votarigs J

" most sgreesble manuer, without account! cp vt 1 e ) nioent Yo B

rnusu'nou OF THE ROLL OF CHARMS WORN BY Matim M‘l’é\w—‘ou‘ﬁl
* OGCASION OF HIS ATTACK ON MR. MOISKEL, Asm'rnc‘r'ntsmm'f }% rlécn
or PADANG. ) i
AR SR ;d kl

} Whoever looks at this i impression of the Panawi of \h¢ Prophetsmm
Sunday, verily, God will preserve him from the fire of hell, and make bim honourshje
in the sight of all his creatures. God Almighty will also releasa bim from all.the ¢ala-
mities of the world and of a future state; but be must read this:4 There is no Eogd
but God, whose is the visible truth, who bu no resemblance, and who hears and.eull
things. O Lord, whoever thou art!

" 2. Whoever looks at this impression of the Panaw of the Prophet's supenauyu
Monday, verily, Ged will preserve him from the effocts of all weapous, even if nume-
rous as drops of rain, and will preserve him from the fire of bell ; but be must resd;
There is no Lord but God, who is glorious and omniacient : O thou who art.glorieus
and

. 3.‘,‘?hoever looks at this impression of the Panaw of the Prophusmpmonq on
Tuesday, God will preserve him from sudden death, and will release him from the dan-
gers of jins and demons, but he must read : Thereis noLord but God, who is holy, aud
who sanctifies, even he who is compassionate and bountiful. O Lord, wheever thoun ar¢ !

4. Wboever looks at this impression of the Panaw of the Propbet’s superiosity on
Wednesday, verily, God will preserve him, and grant all his requests, and will exnlt his
rank ; but he must read : O, my Lord, fulfil thy goodness upon Muhamed the ®Prophet,
‘who was ignorant of letters, and upon all his house, and give them prosperity-amd

(- boeued
jpe: Whoever looks at this impression of the Panaw of the Pmpheu seperisrity wR
Thursday, God will release him from all the calamities of the last day, amd frowmall
the evils of time and eternity, and be will live.for ever; but he nrest peadt Tliere is no
JLord but Gad, who made all things, togesher with hia servants. Whnehbm
Those who gre placed in hisatead over all, O Lovd, whogver thonart{ - . -
. 6. Whoeyer looks at this impression of the Panaw of MW.M@
Friday, verily, God will destroy all his enemies, and grant. him .complete presperitm,
but he mpst read: Most boly is God, all praise he to hirp ; thege.is no Lond brit Ged ;
the Lord is great ; there are neither works nor power but of God,wlmnmﬁnﬂdylu@
‘and t. N
’ 7.8"’1?!1.13 Panaw of superiority was on the breast of tha A;o:lc of G“r pe-u h
‘upon him ! Story from Abu Bakar, the true and belgved of. God:: VWhoever leokisat
shis Panaw of the Prophet’s superiority morning and evening, God will sewles him
happy, and preserve his faith, and give him an entrance inte -hemsen . witheut failuss
God is omniscient. This impression is of the m0ss eminens cank, andpomsces huuse-
-ous virtues. Whoever looks at this impression on Saturday, God will facilitere torbim
the passage of the Bridge of ‘I'rial (sorat ‘i swsstciies), sud ix wikk be Mepey Gay and
night for ever; but be must.xesd: Thene is.no -Lowl bptibons oot hplpertaon ¢ he
.me not be numbered with the op| m-q:. This s Ranays.of she sapstivip ol o
_Apgstle of God, peace be upon ﬂmmhﬂmﬁsw
-~ ""

" & Light-colovired blotches on the skin of Oriewtal. tnmwuhmm

‘
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morning sod evesing, verily, be will be belaved by all men, bothl:igb and low, and
will be for ever happy, and bis enemies will not be suffered to injure him; and God
will finelly taks him to heaven without account. God is omnisciens.

8. Story from Hoesin, the beloved of God. Whoever looks momlpgmdonlin‘u
this Panaw of superiority, which was on the back of the Apostle of God (peace be
upon bim 1), all men will fear him, and he will for ever receive happiness, together with
the blesslng of this mark of the Prophet’s superiority, by the will of God.

9. This Panew of superierity was on the right shoulder of the Apostle of God,
poaseho upon him | Seory from Omar, son of Katub, the beloved of God. Whoever
Soobs ot this Panow of his superiority morning and evening, it will be the ssme asa
werk of eorvise o the Prophet (peace be upon him !), and no nian will desire to injure
him,  God is omaisciont.

10. This Pansw of superiority was on the loins of the Apostle of God, peace be
upon him! Btory from Othman, the beloved of God. Whoever looks at this Panaw
of bis superiority morning and evening, verily he will be honoured in the sight of all
ereatures, and will be continually bappy, until at length he enters heaven without
account. God is omniscient.

11. This Panaw of superiority was betwixt the two cheeks of the Apostle of God,
peace be upon him! Story from Ali, the absorbed in God. Whoever looks at this
Panaw of his superiority, God will forgive all his sins, and if he copy and carry it with
him wherever he may go, he will be beloved by all the creatures of God. God is omni-
scient. :

12. This Panaw of superiority was on the left shoulder blade of the Apostle of God,
peace be upan him !  Whoever looks at this Panaw of the Prophet’s superiority morn-
ing and evening, no evil shall befall him, and verily he shall be for ever happy, and be
honoured of God the most high and most holy ; also he shall be henoured of all the
creatures of God. This is the blessing of this Panaw of the Prophet’s superiority.

18, This Panaw of superiority was on the right ear of the Apostle of God, peace be
upon him! 8tory from Rukiya, the beloved of God. Whoever looks at this Pauaw
of the Prophet’s superiority, or copies and carries it with him, all men will love him,
and no enemy or danger shall ever approach him, and he shall ever be under the pre-
servation of God, the glorious and the great. God is omniscient.

14. This Panaw of superiority was on the left ear of the Apostle of God, peace be
upon him! Story by the mother of Kolothom (one of Muhamed’s concubines) the be-
loved of God. Whoever looks at this Panaw of his superiority morning and evening,
or copies and carries it with him wherever he goes, all men will love him. God is
omaiscient.

15. This Panaw of superiority was on the breast of the Apostle of God, peace be
upon him ! Whoever looks at this Panaw of his superiority morning and evening, or
copies and carries it with him, no evil will befall him as long as he lives, and none of
his enemies will be permitted to injure him. This is the blessing of this Panaw of
superiority. God is omniscient,

16. Whoever looks at this Panaw of superiority on the night of Friday (i. e. Thurs-
day night) be will obtain a vision of the Apostle of God, peace be upon him! Who-
aver looks at this Panaw of his superiority, God will preserve him from the calamities
of the world and of a future state, and will confirm his faith; and if a man in prison
Joshs st it, verlly, God will quickly release him from his danger. God is omniscient.

+ 17, Wheever losks at this Panaw of his superiority daily, or on the night of Friday,
wesily, God will opem to him the door of heaven without judging him at the morning of
assembly, and will sender him heppy ot the resurrection and last assembly. God is
omnissiont. .

. 18, Whaeever losks st this Panaw of the Prophet’s superiority daily, or on the night
of Fuisey, wesily, God will pressrve him from all calamities, and will give him a vision
of e Apestie of God, pense be upon bim ! and will raise him up from his grave at
e nesning of smembly, i comipany with all the Awwliyas of God, to enter straight-
way inte heewen.

dnigtie Jowrn. Vei.94. Re. 148. 3L



