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Malacca, or Malaya, an extensive couatry of In-
dia, beyond the Ganges, bounded on the N. by
Siam, E. by the ocean, and 8. W. the strait
of Malacea, which separates it from Sumatra. It
is 770 m. in length and 125 in breadth ; and pro.
duces a great many excellent fruits and roots,
pepper, und other spices, with some precious
gums and woods. There is bat little corn, and
sheep and oxen are scarce ; but and poultry
are plentiful. The Malays are r below the
middle stature; their limbs well shaped; their
complexion tawny ; their eyes large; and their

hair long, black, and shining, They are fond of
navigation, war, plunder, emigration, adventures
and gallantry; talk incessantly of their honor and
bravery, and speak the soflest age of Asia;
yet they are deemed the most treacherous and fe-
rocious people on the face of the globe, The guv-
ernment is vested in a n£h or wsultan, wiﬁiu a
great number of chiefs under inim, who generallx
]n!r very little regard to his authority. q:hrir re
igion is a mixture of Mahomedism and paganism.

inland parts arc possessed by a savage and

people.
Malacca, the eapital of the above country, situ-
ate on the western const. The Port had a

f.cm? here, which was taken from by the
Dutch in 1640 ; it was subjected to the English
in 1796 ; restored to the Dutch in 1818 ; but is
now under the avthority of Great Britain, and is
one of the principal stations of the London Mis-
sionary Society. It is seated on the strait of its
name, 480 m. 8. E. of Acheen. Long. 102. 6
E,ht. 2.12. N,



