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SIX WEEKS ON THE COAST OF BORNEO,
DURING THE OPERATIONS AGAINST THE SULTAN OF BRUNE IN
THE SUMMER OF 1846.

BY AN OFFICER OF THE SQUADRON.

THue treachery of the Sultan of Borneo in the murder of the Rajah
Muda Hassim and his brother Budrudeen with the whole of their
families, and his total violation of the treaty entered into with Mr.
Brooke on the part of the British Government during the summer of
1845, rendered it necessary that some severe punishment should be
inflicted upon him, and that he should be taught that England per-
mitted no breach of treaties with impunity.

Accordingly, a small squadron, consisting of the Agincourt, 74,
Captain Hope Johnstone, bearing the flag of the Commander-in-Chief;
the Iris, 26, Captain G. R. Mundy; Ringdove, 16, Commander Sir
'W. Hoste, Bart.; Royalist, 10, Lieutenant Reid : and Spiteful, steam-
sloop, Commander Maitland; with the Honourable East India Com-

ny's steam-vessel Phlegethon, Mr. C. Ross, assembled at Singapore
about the 14th June, 1846; having provisioned ard received a large

uantity of ordnance stores, the squadron, under the command of Rear-
deiral Sir Thomas Cochrane, sailed on the 19th instant for the
Island of Borneo*. After a short passage it anchored on the 24th
under Tangon Po, near the mouth of the River Morataba. The best
anchorage is near the Cape in six fathoms, Cape Po bearing S.W. by
W., Morataba Point S.S.W. Ships should not anchor too far to the
eastward, there being a bank which runs out some distance, and the
rise and fall being sixteen feet, a vessel drawing more than twelve feet
would ground on it at low water. Shortly after anchoring, the
Phlegethon, having on board the Commander-in-Chief and a party
from the squadron, ascended the river to visit Mr. Brooke at the seat
of his Government, Sarrawak. The river of that name joins the
River Morataba eight miles above the entrance of the latter: it is
picturesque, very thickly wooded, and the jungle growing close down
to the banks, affords places of easy concealment to the Malays and
their canoes. The Phlegethon anchored off the the village of Sarrawak
in the evening, and the party landed, and took up their abode at the
hospitable mansion of the Rajah (Mr. Brooke), a very comfortable
bungalow, having all the comforts of a European, combined with the
luxury of an eastern, habitation. Sarrawak, now become the permanent
residence of Mr. Brooke, the Rajah of the district, is about eighteen
miles from the mouth of the Morataba ; and ships drawing twenty feet
of water can anchor off his house. The village, like all others built
by Malays, is raised upon piles on the banks of the river, overhanging

® They were joined on the morning of the 23rd by the Hazard, Commander
, which had lately been in the Bruné River; and Commander Egerton re-
ported that a trap had been laid for him, to get him to the city, with the view of
him to death ; and that the Sultan was placing the city and banks of the river
a state of defence.
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appearance ; they are perfectly naked, with the exception of a loose
cloth rourd their middle; they also wear numbers of brass rings round
the waist, which are never removed. The party having taken leave of
their Dyak friends, returned to the Phlegethon, when she immediately
descended the river, and arrived at the anchorage at 9 in the evening.

On the morning of the 26th, the squadron weighed and proceeded to
the eastward, anchoriug occasionally on the coast. The Commander-
in.Chief ascending several rivers in the Phlegethon, visiting different
Dyak tribes who were supposed to be inimical to Mr. Brooke, but who,
on the Phlegethon arriving off their villages, shewed anything but
signs of hostility. The Admiral warned them that he should severel
punish the slightest act of aggression towards Mr. Brooke, upon whicﬁ
they gave promises of eternal friendship, and assistance if required, to
the Rajah.

The coast from Sarrawak to the Island of Labuan is very low, and
the navigation dangerous; there are patches of coral reefs as far as
ten and twelve miles from the land, with two and a half fathoms upon
them. The Ringdove, whilst sounding a-head of the Admiral, went
suddenly from seventeen to three fathoms: she immediately hauled off
and found deep water. A good look-out should always be kept whilst
sailing along this coast. On the 4th of July the squadron anchored
between the Island of Labuan and the main in eight fathoms, Moaroo
Point bearing S.W., Small Island N.W. The next day, Sunday, was
employed in making preparations for ascending the River Bruné, and
several experiments were tried for blowing up a boom which was said
to run across part of the river, supposed to be similar to the one
destroyed at Malloodoo by Captain Talbot in the previous summer.
On N{onday the Agincourt, Iris, and Hazard, towed by the Spiteful,
anchored off Moaroo Point, at the entrance of the River Bruné, the
Ringdove and Royalist having worked up to that anchorage. The
Phlegethon proceeded up the river to reconnoitre the batteries; whilst on
this reconnoissance, the boats of the fMig-ship and Phlegethon dis-
mounted, and spiked several guns lately placed in position on the
Island of Cheriman. The Phlegethon returned to the squadron in the
afternoon, without having observed any large body of Malays. In the
evening a boat arrived from the city with a Chief, bearing a letter
from the Sultan to the Commander-in-Chief, requesting that he would
visit him, and complaining of the treatment he had received from
fﬂhin Egerton of the Hazard; but on Mr. Brooke examining the

of the letter, he declared it a forgery. The Chief with his canoe
were therefore detained on board the Agincourt. The Admiral having
now made his dispositions, and everything being prepared, Captain
Hope Johnstone of the Agincourt, and Commander Egerton of the
Hazard were appointed to command the detachment of seamen small-
arm men, Captain George Rodney Mundy the division of gun-boats,
and Captain Hawkins, R.M., the marines. On the morning of the
7th of July, the Admiral having his flag in the Spiteful, with
the Hazard and Royalist in tow, the Phlegethon a-head sounding,
proceeded up the river as far as the Fort of Cheriman, where they
anchored ; the Phlegethon returning in the afternoon to the squadron
off Moaroo Point for the small-arm men, marines, and boats of the
squadron, and rejoining the Admiral at day-light on the 8th of July.
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The boats returned to their ships on the 3rd of August, and the
squadron continued its progress to the north-eastward. The Phle-
gethon, that had been a most useful auxiliary to the squadron, from
her light draught of water, and the activity of her intelligent Com-
amander, now parted company for Amboong, and it must be | gratifying
to all in the squadron to know that Mr. Ross has received the reward
of his services by the appointment of Harbour-Master at Singapore, a
situation which he is so well calenlated to fill. Sailing along the coast,
two prahus were observed in the afternoon of this d.n. stealing along
in shore, the signal was immediately made for the Royalist to chase.
She proceeded as far in shore as she could with safety, and sent her
boats in pursuit. The gig, under the charge of a Mid- ~hipman, being
the fastest boat, came up quickly with one of the prahus, containing
about forty men, well armed with spears and creases.  Upon her being
hailed by the Interpreter az to where she was going. a man in the
prahu gave a most insolent answer. and commeneed londing 3 rifle;
seeing this, the gig, with only four men. besides Mr. Rew, puled offa
short distance; the pirates immeciatey let fly a voley of cpeurs at ber,
but Mr. Rav, no wavs caunted by appearinee of pesnerful
antagonist, kept up a steady fire w1t
proving fatal to his opprments. Tr.-:
seeing their comrades fall at every -c
board, crease in hand. and in e t-niees
the gig, but the cool and detert e
boat’s crew, were too muck: icr o
the Royalist’s other toat new cox
made the best of their wzv
reached. The prahu wzs :
to the Royvalist. This g2l 2.
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rous character of the Malays, auc nev v - -
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