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endeavours of speculators to bring the " mountain to Mahomet;" or, to

drop metaphor, to attempt to effect a revolution in the very nature and
characteristic properties of an order of mankind to suit their own ideas
of legislation. A SKA LIEUTENANT.

%* Capt. Hall, in his very able work on North America, has incidentally dis-

cussed this subject in connection with the rigid discipline maintained in the

American Navy, with which, from a sense of the important stake involved, no

attempt has been made to tamper. That distinguished officer concludes his

arguments, which are dispassionate and to the purpose, by the following sensi-

ble observations :

"
Nothing, indeed, is farther from my intention in the foregoing reasoning, than to

recommend the frequent or familiar use of severe measures. My sole purpose is to show,
that, in cases where serious punishment of some kind is found absolutely necessary for

the maintenance of effective discipline, the old system is far better, not only for the pub-
lic service, but also for the individuals exposed to it, than the futile and harassing sub-
stitutes which have been tried in its place."

SKETCH OF THE SERVICES OF THE LATE MAJOR
HERBERT BEAVER.*

Bv the beginning of December, Capt. Beaver had been appointed to a

trusty command ; for the rancorous disposition of Pelime Talawve, the

chief Adigar, and the Putlam dispute, which in the sequel brought on

the " Areca-nut war," had already made it evident, that nothing but

firmness would bring the government of Candy to a sense of justice.

The Adigar was a consummate knave, who considered it would be no
difficult matter to elevate himself to the throne, if assisted by the British

Government ; but finding that his intrigues were repulsed with scorn,

he became furiously hostile to our interests. His object was to amuse

us, from time to time, with delusive negotiations, till there should be

a favourable moment for striking a decisive blow. At length an un-

equivocal insult, at the beginning of 1803, left Mr. North no resource

but that of dispatching a force into the interior.

Agreeably to the desultory tactics of Candy, our soldiers were per-
mitted to enter the capital almost unmolested

;
for the natives were

well aware, that the pernicious climate would soon oblige them to

evacuate it ; and they felt confident that men dispirited by disease,

and encumbered with artillery, baggage, and ammunition, must even-

tually fall an easy prey into their hands, whilst retreating through de-

files and fastnesses. Meantime the occupation of the capital, and the

necessary duties of the sea-port garrisons, so completely engrossed our

small army, that it was difficult to check the ravages of the various

predatory hordes on our possessions ;
since even the combination of

energy and courage cannot always compensate for the positive absence

of physical strength.
In this crisis, although suffering from fever, Capt. Beaver exerted

himself with such success, that he obtained the repeated approbation
of the Commander-in-Chief ; as may be seen by the Indian Gazettes of

those days. One of his frequent triumphant incursions into the enemy's

* Concluded from page 438.
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territory, is described with characteristic spirit, in a letter of the 31st

of March, 1803.

" Mr. North," he writes,
"
having heard, whilst at my house at Negumho,

that a Candian Governor, called Deparre Lewhie, as cunning as a fox, had en-

tered the British domains with about 6000 men, and had actually erected a

battery at Moohooroogampalle, expressed a wish that some one would recon-

noitre the position. I volunteered it, and the Governor was, I believe, pleased.
What I am about to relate would surprise and stagger you, if I did not premise
that when a native says 6000, there are in general 600; and not even that num-
ber furnished with fire-arms. As I approached this Mr. Deparre's quarters,
the account of his force was confirmed ; but I knew they would not stand a

surprise, and therefore determined upon storming Moohooroogampalle the

next morning. About an hour after midnight we met with an obstacle ; some

pallisades with strong thorns opposed our progress, and the noise we unavoid-

ably made in getting through, alarmed a picquet, who instead of facing us,

leaped like so many wild hogs into the jungle, which enabled us to reach the

fort very soon. The enemy immediately beat their tom-toms, and we expected
them certainly to fight us. I did not, with only the twenty-six men who had

kept up with me, think it prudent to wait for daylight, we therefore instantly
advanced to. the storm. The mountain in labour ! We dashed up to and
over the parapet, where I was challenged by a sentry ;

this so alarmed all the

Candians that they fled, and in one minute we became possessors of a very

strong fort, without the enemy's firing a shot. Their force was really above 600,
almost all armed with muskets, such as they are ; they left a few behind them
with some gunpowder, and the very tom-toms, that seemed to threaten us so,

which I now have for Herbert. You will imagine the astonishment of the dessave,
or head-man, at seeing me return to Attegalle with my whole party huzzaing.
A whimsical incident made us all appear terribly wounded, for we were
covered with blood from head to foot. There is a species of small leech, equally

annoying to both men and hocses, that abounds in jungles ; and on this march
I had I suppose fifty upon me at least, and every man the same. They got
even into the palms of our hands, nor are they perceivable at night, until they
have fastened themselves."

The next exploit of Capt. Beaver was the surprise of a fort near

Attegalle, on the 7th of April, with only sixteen men. The monsoon
had set in while he was moving into quarters, and being informed on
the way of a particularly formidable redoubt, called Rathmalgalle, on
the border of the Hina Corle, within fifteen miles, he "

thought it his

duty to look at it," although the country was so difficult to march

through, that the head-man protested against the attempt. Our hero,

however, was not to be diverted from his purpose j he well knew the
confusion a night attack would occasion, and he moreover thought, with

Montesquieu, that the success of most enterprises depends upon know-

ing how much time is necessary to their success. Accordingly they
reached the spot by moonlight, and the enemy immediately distin-

guishing their white jackets, scarcely challenged before they began
a sharp and galling fire of muskets and grasshoppers, or Candian jun-
gle pieces. Neither this nor their yells retarded the assailants, who
resolutely advanced, and scaled the battery in a few minutes, while
the terrified garrison, unaware of the small number who attacked them,

precipitately fled into the woods. The work was on a steep rock of

considerable height ; it was about forty yards in length, with twelve

guns, in embrasures ; and it was placed so as to stretch across the upper
end of a woody ravine, which was the only approach ; while from the
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extreme of the latter, an abatis reached up to the base of the fort.

Had this post been in British hands, it might have defied physical
force. With the assistance of the surrounding inhabitants, the bas-

tions were demolished, and the Government appear to have been highly-

pleased with the gallantry and advantages of the enterprise.

Nothing, perhaps, can better describe our Captain's active services,

than the scraps, fortunately preserved, of his animated correspondence.
" I have been/' he writes in a letter of the 9th of May,

" with a new force,

just double the former, after the Deparre again, who it now seems has more fol-

lowers. Indeed from his different camps, consisting of huts made of cocoa-nut

leaves, which I have burnt day after day, they must be at least two thousand,

enough to eat us ; but these poor wretches seldom stand against European fire."
" I have this day given up the chase, as Lewhie has got into the fastnesses of

the country, where I cannot follow him, for if we did we must starve, having

already left the horses and coolies far behind us."
" I will tell you how we live to-day, and then you will know how we fare

generally in this odd warfare. We are in a Cingalese church, where I suffer

neither the image of Budha, nor any other symbol of their religion to be insult-

ed. There is one long bench, and on this we slept after a hot chase of the De-

parre last night; on this we sit, and on this we eat. We have a piece of cocoa-

nut shell for a spoon, another to drink out of, and a plantain leaf for a plate ;

thus we make it
l a land flowing with milk and honey.' I have, however, with

twenty-four Europeans and twenty-seven Seapoys, not only driven this Chief

out of the British territory, but followed him as far as possible into those of the

King of Candy."

Capt. Beaver now returned to head-quarters, in consequence of the

heavy rains. His amiable disposition, and military acquirements, had

already rendered him very acceptable to the Hon. Frederick North, who
took an early opportunity of appointing him to his personal staff, in

these kind terms,
" My dear Beaver, As you once acted as aid-de-camp to me, I should be very

happy if you would accept a permanent situation of the kind, which is now un-

fortunately vacant, by the death of Major Boyd. You will have to regulate our

militia besides ; but you must not leave Negumbo for that purpose till you are

well, unless you would wish to try our English physicians, instead of the great
Vanderlakin. Should you come, we will nurse you with great care."

The pestilential climate of several parts of the interior, and the

fatigue endured by the troops, had already caused sickness to increase

to a frightful malignancy. On the 9th of April, about four hundred
men of the 51st, who returned with Gen. Macdowall, appeared on the

parade at Columbo, but there was scarcely one of the number who did

not enter the hospital ;
and in ten weeks three hundred of them were

buried ! The Government had therefore been, for some time, anxiously
alarmed for the fate of the garrison at Candy ; and as the communica-
tions were cut off, the most dismal apprehensions prevailed. In-

deed,, much dissatisfaction was expressed against Mr. Northland the

Council, as being deficient in local knowledge, and unequal to cope
with the systematic duplicity of the enemy. At length a Malay ar-

rived, who had deserted ; but his story that the whole detachment had
been perfidiously murdered, was not fully credited, by people who dis-

trusted their own forebodings ; and the hopes and fears with which

every bosom alternately throbbed, had become painfully acute, when
the providential escape of George Barnesley, a corporal of Beaver's

3 A 2
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regiment, confirmed the fatal tidings. This man survived the general

massacre, after having been knocked on the head, and left amongst
the slain : with incredible sagacity and courage, he contrived to crawl

into a thick jungle, whence, in the darkness of night, he journeyed to

an outpost, then closely invested, and succeeded in entering it unob-

served by the enemy. The leading events of the melancholy trans-

action are detailed in a letter of the 4th of August, by the Captain to

his brother, the Rev. James Beaver ; and though some of the cir-

cumstances are not so clearly described as they were afterwards known,
the whole is extremely interesting, being written from the spot.

" Of our Candian war, of which you will have heard a good deal, you may
be amused to learn the origin. Certain merchants of Putlam, in our territories

on this island, purchased a large quantity of areka-nuts from the subjects of the

King of Candy. These noble subjects, having received the money for their nuts,

plundered our honest merchants. Mr. North remonstrated, the king promised
redress, time elapsed, our governor reminded, his sable majesty was again
liberal of promises Mr. North unwillingly threatened force, this brought a

vulgar and low defiance, and we went to war. Our force was divided into

eastern and western, whose march was so concerted, that the Trincomalee and Co-
lumbo divisions, the former of 2000, and the latter 1100 men, should arrive nearly
at the same time at Candy ; and this was so punctually executed, that they all

entered together. Your old acquaintance, Gen. Macdowall, was commander ;
he

had one fort to pass, so situated on a mountain, that his progress might have

been totally stopped ; but the enemy fired only till the grenadiers of the 19th

reached the summit, when away they scampered into the bushes. The despot
had abandoned the capital, after setting fire to his palace, and destroying a very
fine coach given to him by Mr. North. We put a legitimate king on the throne ;

but no subjects flocked round him, notwithstanding the threats and promises
held forth in a proclamation. The truth is, that Government was deceived by
the accounts of this man's influence ; yet his father having formerly held the

sceptre, certainly authorized hopes that he would have been received with accla-

mation. Still our army protected him there, and made fruitless excursions

after the usurper ; but alas ! we had to resist a more formidable enemy than

human opposition a desolating fever !"

Here follows a melancholy list of deaths, and then the narrative

proceeds :

" Hitherto Candy itself had been tolerably healthy, but the campaign was
now over, and a truce settled ; from that moment sick officers arrived night and

day at my quarters, and few recovered. On the 30th of May, the governor and
the chief secretary left my house for Dambadenia, almost half way between Ne-

gumbo and Candy, where the first Adigar was to meet us, and settle the terms

of peace. I had the honour to command the governor's escort, and handed the

villain to his audience. The negotiation was apparently settled to our advan-

tage ; but perhaps history does not furnish an example of more treacherous con-

duct, or a more dreadful catastrophe, than what I am now going to tell you.
" When Mr. North and the Candian minister parted at Dambadenia, the

preliminaries were agreed upon, and of course the truce was the more strongly
established : our whole army being ill, the safety of the garrison, in the capital,

depended upon the honour and good faith of the Adigar. On the 24th of June,
this scoundrel, finding there was not a single European soldier fit for duty,
and very few Malays or Sepoys, ordered an attack to be made on them. Major
Davie, who commanded, sent out a flag of truce, and afterwards had an
interview with the Adigar, wherein it was stipulated that the garrison should
march out that evening with their arms, provided our sick were taken care of

till they could be recovered ; and the Candians were to assist in making rafts to



LATE MAJOR HERBERT BEAVER. 709

enable our people to cross a rapid river about a mile off. The Major marched
out at five in the morning, but the whole of the day and following night elapsed
upon the banks of the river, for no Candian aided, according to promise, and
the stream was unfordable.

" On the 26th there came a message to Major Davie, that the Usurper, highly
displeased with the Adigar for the terms he had granted, had imprisoned him ;

and that Mooto Sawmy, the King, whom we had endeavoured to establish, and
who was included in the capitulation, should be forthwith given up to him.
We have not yet had a clear account of Davie's conduct, but an officer's Malay
servant, who escaped, informed Mr. North, that the poor sovereign was shortly
after delivered over to his ruthless foes. Upon this, a second and imperious
message came, that the Major and all his people must lay down their arms, and
return to Candy ! As they were now entirely surrounded by the enemy, they
sorrowfully resigned themselves to the order, and retraced their steps, when, to
their surprise, they were immediately conducted to the very Adigar who had
ordered the lie to be told, of his being imprisoned. Having demanded the rank
of each officer, he ordered the three seniors, Davie, Rumley, and Humphreys to
be separated ; theii all the rest of the detachment were taken a little aside, and

barbarously slaughtered in cold blood !

" This servant, our informer, was a Malay, and as most of his countrymen
had been spared, and forced into the Candian service, he was allowed to walk
about. He says he went to the spot from whence he heard the firing, and found
all our poor fellows dead, some of the bodies shockingly mangled. Meantime,
about one hundred and forty-nine sick men, mostly ofour regiment, lying helpless
in the hospital, had their brains knocked out with stones. The three prisoners
were then hurried before the King, who sent for the unhappy chief whom we
had placed upon the throne, bitterly reproached him, and then had him stretched

out and hacked to pieces with mattocks. Thus was a whole British garrison

miserably murdered ! By a strange inconsistency, the wretches permitted Gen.
Macdowall and his aid-de-camp, who had been to visit the garrison, to pass, a
few days before this horrible massacre, from Candy to Negumbo, unmolested,
though without any guard ; and only four days before that, some officers who
were ill, came quite safely to Columbo."

In addition to Capt. Beaver's brief, but accurate statement, it may
be proper to mention that Humphries, and Rumley, died very shortly
after their humiliating captivity. With political cunning, the Major
was permitted to live ; and for nine years he dragged on a miserable

existence, without the slightest means of communicating with his coun-

trymen. When the British troops re-entered Candy, in 1815, a squalid

being threw himself before them ; he was an artillery-man named
Thoen, and was the sole survivor of the garrison of 1803. It appear-
ed, that in the odious act of butchery, he had been felled, and cast

amongst the slain
;
but being seen under symptoms of returning ani-

mation, was hung, like a dog, to the nearest tree. It now happened
that the rope, by which he was suspended, broke, and reviving after

the consequent fall, his persecutors hung him up again, and left him
to his fate. The rope, however, stranded a second time, and the super-
stitious fears of the despot being awakened, the sufferer's life was

spared ; but he was never allowed the least intercourse with Major
Davie.

We must also record the virtuous integrity of Noureddin and his bro-

ther, two native officers in the Malay regiment, on being dragged into

the presence of the King of Candy. It is said, that after refusing to

prostrate themselves, as being contrary to their own usage, his Majesty
solicited them to command the Malays in his service, and offered every
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inducement of money, lands., and honours. Noureddin declared he could

not, as he had already sworn allegiance to a Sovereign, in whose employ
he was resolved to live and die. The magnanimous brothers were forth-

with cast into a dungeon, to shake their resolution. After a confinement

of six weeks, they were again forced before the despot : and on being
demanded whether they chose a Candian command, or death, heroically

answered, that they were ready to sacrifice their lives for the cause

they had embraced. This bold reply brought on them instant exe-

cution j and their bodies being dragged to the woods, were thrown as

prey to the wild beasts.

No marvel such heroism could not touch the bosom of him, who
afterwards compelled an unhappy mother to pound her own infant in

a mortar ! We all know that a consequence of absolute authority is

to steel the natural impulses of the heart ; but here was a monster,
who by murders, and mutilations, drove even Candian Adigars into

rebellion.

The terrors and despondency which hung over the coasts of Ceylon

may be readily imagined, and the writer of this sketch recollects, that

they had not subsided, when he visited Columbo, in 1804. The mas-

sacre was followed by spoliation in every direction, and the elated Can-
dians were reinforced by multitudes of Cingalese. In this alarming

exigency, Capt. Beaver, confiding in the energy which a disciplined
force must possess over an ill-armed and tumultuous rabble, perceived
the true mode of making head against them, and with the few men
quartered at Negumbo, he first repulsed the invaders, and quickly af-

terwards attacked them, with a success which enhanced his increasing

reputation.
A letter from him of the 7th Sept. is replete with interesting detail.

" All our garrisons/' says he,
" were extremely weak ; many, very many were

dead out of the only two European regiments, the 5 1st and 19th, and two com-

panies of the 65th, who were spread all over the island. Notwithstanding this

circumstance, by activity and exertion, the Candians were successfully opposed
in every direction, except in the district of Matura, where the Commandant,
lying unaccountably buried in his fort, without ever making a single sortie, the

country was soon overrun by the enemy. This officer ordered Tangall, a strong

post, twenty-two miles distant, to be evacuated ; so alarmed was he, that on the

arrival of that little garrison, his intention was to abandon Matura also, on the

21st of Aug. and he wrote to Columbo in such despondency, that Government

thought the place lost. Indeed, the inhabitants of this fine province,

seeing the enemy were masters all around, and that they erected their works
without opposition, almost all became rebels, some voluntarily, and some by
compulsion. Mr. North, with great feeling, expressed his wish, that if my health

was perfectly re-established, I would take the command of Matura, if it were

possible to reach it. I was just recovered from my second fever, and had been
well about four days ; however, he insisted on having a medical opinion con-

cerning me, which was given in favour of my undertaking the service, and off I

set in three hours for Matura, a distance of 103 miles."
" Letters had been sent, by an express, directing the garrison to hold out till

my arrival ; the enemy, however, were in possession of the road for the last

twelve miles. This I fortunately heard of at Point de Galle, and therefore hired
a fishing-boat, a little thing in which there was no room to move one's legs, and
arrived safely in Matura by daylight on the 21st, the day of the proposed quitt-

ing of it. Having made the necessary dispositions, we sallied out the same

evening, and have been fighting almost every day since. I have retaken the
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fort of Tangall, and put the same officer in possession of it who had evacuated

it, by orders from this place. We were opposed three times in our march
thither, but I left a garrison, and returned without opposition. We have also

opened the road again to Point de Galle, have scoured many insurrectionary
parts of the district, and here I am."

Matura is situated amidst luxuriant groves, decorated with the

towering talipot-tree, on the west bank of the Neel Ganga, or blue

river, a stream which winds through a beautiful, cultivated valley.

Tangall is also a coast village ; it is twenty-four miles to the N.E. of

Matura, pleasantly embosomed in the most romantic scenery. It has
a sandy bay, protected by reefs on the two extreme points from all

winds but the S.E. and E. This district is much infested by wild ele-

phants, and one of the best snares in the island for catching them is

about nine miles from Tangall.
In another letter, written a few days after the preceding one, the

Captain describes the nature of his conflicts with the natives.
" The Cingalese lie concealed till you come close upon them, then they give

one regular fire, and fly : this is the general case, and I suppose I was about six

yards from their grasshoppers, the balls, of which are about an inch in diameter,
when they let them off. We were attacked from three points at once, but im-

mediately carried them all; took both their masked and their open batteries,
and burnt every house in the country. My opponents are a mixture of Cinga-
lese rebels, and Candians ; they pick off at least an European or two, from me,
on each encounter, as we are obliged to be in advance, and consequently it is

only now and then that a Sepoy or a Malay is killed."

" I have two cohorns, and whenever I know the exact situation of the enemy,
we are sure to rout them out by a few shells, and thereby save our men. I

cannot give you an idea of the country ; the jungle is so thick, and the fastnesses

so strong, that we are not a moment sure but what we may be destroyed by a

masked battery. My whole force now consists of only 60 Europeans, 140 Se-

poys, and 170 Malays."

The " General Order" published officially at Columbo, proves that

our officer was far from over-rating his own actions, and that the deci-

sion with which he acted was urgently necessary to the general pre-
servation. It runs thus :

" The Governor has observed with peculiar satisfaction the rapid series of

well-judged and well-executed operations, by which Capt. Herbert Beaver, of

the 19th Regiment, has hitherto proceeded in recovering the important province
of Matura from the Candians, and in bringing back its deluded inhabitants to

their duty. The indefatigable activity, zeal, and ability, which that officer has

displayed since his assumption of the command of that district, has fully justi-

fied the high opinion which his Excellency had formed of him from his former

services, and which induced him to appoint him to that arduous station, in a

time of such extreme difficulty and discouragement.''

On the 29th of Aug. Capt. Beaver hearing that Hambangtotte was
attacked by a numerous Candian force, instantly started from Kattoon,
with the detachment under his command, to relieve the place. The

gallant band arrived there on the 6th of Sept. after a difficult and dan-

gerous march, but the blockade had already been raised by a daring
sortie of the garrison.

Upon the demise of Col. Hunter, who held a majority in the 19th

regiment, Capt. Beaver availed himself of the opportunity of purchas-
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ing into the vacancy. It appeared, however, that it had been the in-

tention of his Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief, to present him

with this step, and though the gracious favour was thus frustrated, an

assurance was given that a mark of approbation was only postponed;
he also received a most gratifying testimony of the estimation in

which he was held by that popular but unfortunate officer, Gen. Hay
Macdowall, couched in these terms :

"
Having again resumed your situation of Aid-de-Camp to his Excellency

the Governor, and relinquished the command of the province of Matura, from

which the enemy have been expelled, and the country restored to tranquillity,
it becomes my duty to express to you how extremely satisfied I am with your
conduct during the period your services have been required in that quarter. I

know not whether I ought most to admire that conciliating disposition and ex-

cellent judgment by which you so promptly and effectually retrieved and fixed

the confidence of the inhabitants of all descriptions, whom (from an obvious

cause which I do not wish to notice) you found in a state of actual despair and

dismay ; or to value that vigour, courage, and spirit of enterprise, which in-

duced you on every occasion to lead out your troops to repel invading force,
or to reanimate and protect his majesty's loyal subjects, who soon perceived
that they might implicitly rely on an officer, whose talents and activity were

constantly exerted in their defence, and whose measures were dictated by so

much wisdom and prudence/'
"

It has given me peculiar pleasure to observe that your merits have been

duly appreciated by Government, in the order of thanks issued by his Excellen-

cy. The value of your character has not been falsely estimated by me ; and in

thus publicly acknowledging the benefits which have resulted from your distin-

guished services, I am happy to avow my entire approbation, and to assure you
of my sincere regard and esteem."

In the following season, Major Beaver boldly marched a detachment

through the centre of the Candian dominions ; he completely deceived

the enemy by returning in a different direction to that by which he

advanced, and consequently accomplished his design with scarcely any
loss. The annexed extracts from his letters narrate the exploit.

"
Kandangoomooka, 24th Sept. 1804. We are now in the enemy's country,

and a single coup de main would cut us all off. I was informed this morning,
that we should certainly meet with opposition early in our march, and often in

the course of it, but we have advanced about eight miles, and have met with
none. Gen. Wemyss has appointed me to a very handsome command, consist-

ing of not less than six hundred fighting men, and amounting with followers to

about four thousand. My direct object is to catch the first Adigar, the planner
and perpetrator of the atrocious butchery, a fact acknowledged by the King
himself. My course is therefore to the province of which he is virtually sove-

reign, and where, though I cannot hope he will remain for us, we shall destroy
every thing that is his. This is the villain whose hand was once in mine, at his

interview with Mr. North."
"
Tippanava, the 25th September. We marched this evening at five, and our

line was thus : advanced guard pioneers to clear the road artillery 50th

regiment Ceylon ditto Caffre ditto Malay ditto military stores surgeon's

dooley private baggage provisions guard of Malays to protect the coolies

pontoons for passing rivers Nullahs rear-guard. We continued our progress
over a difficult road till five P. M. with no farther molestation than a few shots
fired at the rear guard, from a thick jungle, early in the day. It is impossible
to give you an idea of the magnificence of the country, or of the difficulty of its

roads. Mountains overtopping each other, and changes of most sublime scenery,
are seen at every turn, while the intervening valleys, teeming with fruitfulness



LATE MAJOR HERBERT BEAVER. 713

and groves of cocoa and areca nut trees, render the whole quite lovely : the

latter are always a direction-post to a village, or a dessave's dwelling.'
7

" 26th September. I close this in a serious situation, for to-morrow will pro-

bably decide the success or failure of my expedition. We have positive intelli-

gence that we are to be opposed along the whole of the route to Battighedera,
the Adigar's residence. As it is to be their final stand in his defence, it may
perhaps be obstinate. The roads we are obliged to take are dreadful, and we
know not but that, at every inch of them, a battery may open against us ; but

the soldiers, somehow or other, really like to follow me, and my confidence in

the protection of an Omnipotent arm never deserts me."
"

Courgonittu, September the 27th. I told you. last night of what might be
looked for to-day. We met with more serious opposition than I expected ; and
when coming upon our ground this evening, more precautions were recom-
mended to me than I judged right ; however, I yielded. The consequence has

been, that the Malays, to whom an important post was entrusted, fired after dark
without a cause, perhaps the most dangerous of all alarms which can be given
in a camp. We have hitherto carried our point ; yet I cannot help mentioning
a circumstance which took place in an impracticable jungle ; a Candian was

perceived making a particular mark of me, but some of my soldiers took a bet-

ter aim and brought him down."
"
September the 28th.- Join with me in thanksgiving for our complete suc-

cess this day, without the loss of a man. We dislodged the enemy by throwing
shells, and then charging them. We destroyed an immense property of the

Adigar's, and might have carried off a tolera.ble prize in cattle, grain, and other

plunder, but I have difficulty enough already to guard the poor coolies, without

increasing our line of unprotected people."
"
September the 29th. I have been surprised at the enemy's defence, for

while we marched over a most troublesome country, we were resisted seven

times ;
but thank God ! I now write upon ground a mile in front of their last

fire. Our fatigues are nearly conquered, because I imagine the Adigar's fancied

security was entirely in the rugged hills and passes which we carried to-day.
The great object of my expedition, viz.

" to do all the mischief we could to the

treacherous minister," will now be accomplished. I certainly have not failed in

fulfilling these orders hitherto, and with what we hope yet to perform, I think

we shall spoil his influence with the people, who have been accustomed to look

up to him as a sort of god. Still I must not halloo before I am out of the

wood. We are in a part of the country unknown to the British; we are not

sure of the provisions of a day; and such is the weight on my mind, that I

never start until the last coolie is off the ground, nor go under cover without

seeing all safely into the camp."
"

Dinnarakies, 30th September. We took possession about noon to-day of

this rich valley, a valley surrounded by most captivating scenery of high moun-
tains and varied hills. I divided my force and marched by two routes, which
so distracted the enemy, that although there are evident marks of an intention to

oppose, they all skulked off. We have thus completed our work. Our impe-
diments have been extraordinary, and perhaps, as far as the face of a country
can be estimated, no detachment in India ever experienced greater. Moreover,
we could never poke our noses an inch before us without the risk of a masked-

battery. I had with me, certainly, one of the bravest and most intelligent head-

men that nature ever produced of his colour ; and his extraordinary sagacity

constantly directed me where to throw a shell, though I could see nothing to

aim at. This precaution always produced a fire from the foe before my sol-

diers were within reach of it."

" Now we have other difficulties to encounter ; our rice runs short, and we
have eight or nine days inarch to perform before we can reach our own limits.

Many of those under me expect to be attacked on our way home, so should I,

did we return by the road we came : but my plan is to dash through and come
out at the other side of the island, and therefore I look for no farther opposi-
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lion. I meant to have respected the religion of our enemies, and have always
hitherto done so ;

but perceiving to-day that many articles seized at the massacre

of Candy were adorning a temple, I intend with glee to destroy it in the morning."
" October the 5th. I have not had a moment to write for several days. We

have performed an extraordinary march, and have succeeded in every attempt.
Our rice was just out, when we luckily fell in with Col. Maddison's detachment,
and we shall be within our own boundaries to-morrow morning."

This dashing achievement raised the Major's character so highly at

the Horse Guards, that he was assured of being rewarded with the first

preferment which his Royal Highness the Commander-in-Chief could

with propriety dispose of. His friends, therefore, being anxiously on

the loak-oiit, applied to the Adjutant-general, on the earliest appearance
of such an opening, in September 1805, but refrained from farther soli-

citation, on being expressly informed that,
"
as there are two Lieutenant-

colonels on the establishment of the 19th regiment, which is very
weak in point of numbers, I should imagine, that in the event of Major
Gen. Hewgill being appointed Colonel of a regiment, there would not

be any succession at present. In case of any promotion, however, in

the 19th, I have reason to hope that Major Beaver will succeed, from
the best of all recommendations, his character as an officer." Yet the

next news which transpired, after three lingering years, was, that the

succession of Gen. Hewgill had been actually disposed of ! This was

disheartening to the zealous candidate, who had " lined himself with

hope ;" but the promised boon was still, though less ardently, expected.
On the 23d of March, .1807, the Major assumed the command of the

regiment, and continued in it about a year and a half, when he resign-
ed it to the Hon. Col. P. Stewart. His disappointment did not alter

the general tenour of his correspondence, and he was comforted by
the attachment of Sir Thomas Maitland, who with marked kindness

insisted upon his remaining on the staff;
" this is like him, all feeling,

with his rough phiz." But repeated fevers had undermined his con-

stitution, and early in 1809, while serving with his regiment under into-

lerable fatigues in the fatal climate of Travancore, his strength failed

him, and he fell ill of a complaint which left no hopes of his recovery.
The solicitude of his brother officers procured for him the consolation

of expiring amongst his friends at Columbo, with every alleviation

which the tenderest regard could bestow, by putting him on board the

Piedmontese frigate.
He was carried into his quarters amidst the regrets of the garrison,

and expired on the 19th of April, at the age of forty-five years. This

blow was accounted as severe a loss as the settlement had ever sus-

tained, and the general sorrow which pervaded the public mind was

eminently conspicuous in the discharge of the last and solemn duties

that were paid to his memory. The following was the form of the in-

terment :

The Funeral Party,
With the drums and fifes of the 89th regiment, and the band of the 3d Ceylon,
under the command of Major M'Bean, 89th regiment.

Lieut.-Col.
Morrice,"| . TCapt. Foote, H. M. S.

3d Ceylon regiment. .
1

Piedmontese.

Major Chaplin, 2d ( w THE \ Major Wilson, Deputy-

Ceylon regiment, f ej
BODY. *] Barrack-Master-Gen.

Major Edwards, 3d 3 Major Colebrooke,

Ceylon regiment. J

'

I Royal Artillery.
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Chief Mourner,
THE GOVERNOR.

TVT \ir i / Members of II. M. ) tlMr. Wood.
| Council. j

IIon ' J ' Rodney-

Aides-de-Camp.
The Colonial Officers.

The Officers of II. M. Ship La Piedmontese.
The officers of the General Staff.

The Commandant of Colombo with his Staff.

The Civil Servants according to their rank, the senior in front.

The friendship of both Lord Guildford and Sir T. Maitland sur-

vived the grave, for as permission could not be obtained to dispose of

his commission, though he had purchased into a death vacancy, the loss

was in some degree mitigated by a pension, to the disconsolate widow,
from the island of Ceylon. It was granted to the united solicitations

and testimonies of the two governors, who exerted themselves on the

occasion, not only with the warmth of private friendship, but with the

zeal of official duty, and the result afforded an agreeable proof that

signal merit is not always forgotten on the death of the individual.

Although, as hath been remarked, there was a resemblance between
the Major and his brother Philip, there were also many strong shades

of difference. The former was more generally popular, perhaps from

the very defects of his character ; as he was more compliant, and more

easily persuaded by those with whom he associated. He possessed in-

finite cheerfulness, some humour, and much of that readiness of thought
and quotation, which shows retentive faculties, and resembles, however
it may fall short of, true wit. While his attachment to his absent fa-

mily excited the admiration of his Ceylon friends, his kindness and

humanity were equalled only by his spirit, and bounded by his means.

He had to bear with a little raillery, on his first entering the army, be-

cause he had always two books with him, the Bible and Horace.
*

One
of his characteristics was an innate dislike to parade and professions ;

whence Opie, the artist, an acute observer of human nature, remarked,
that he had never seen so much genuine simplicity as in the Major.
In fine, his temper was alike distant from the gloom of reserve and

the levity of habitual mirth. His heart, warm and tender, was admi-

rably disposed to love and friendship ; his understanding was marked
both by quickness and vigour, and his carriage was easy and polite,

without a taint of the callous selfishness or trifling nothingness of

fashionable life. His morals were exemplary, and his integrity in-

flexible in the most trying scenes of life ; and though he naturally
abhorred cruelty and oppression of all kinds, his benevolence was not so

much involuntary and constitutional, as it was cherished and diffused

by reflection peace to his soul !

" Death's but a path that must be trod,

If man would ever pass to God."


