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MALACCA, OR MALAYA.

This large peninsula is about 150 miles in breadth. The
‘inland parts are overgrown with forests, which are infested .
with elephants, tigers and wild boars,

Agriculture is chiefly ‘employed in the growth of rice; pep-
per and other spices, valuable gums and wood, are also among
its products. Malaya is noted %throeugh the East for its tin
mines; gold is said to be found in the sand of the streams.

The inhabitants are ‘called Malays. They are below the
middle size, of a tawny complexion, with long, black hair; of a
restless disposition, greatly ‘addicted to navigation, war, plun-

. der, emigration and desperate enterprises; insomuch, that they
are universally considered, by those with whom they have in-
tercourse, as the most treacherous and ferocious people on the
globe. Malay barks, not carrying above thirty men, have been
known to attack by surprise European vessels of thirty of forty

p BUDS; and to obtain possession of them, by gsuddenly boarding
and massacreing the greater part of the crew with their poin-
ards. When engaged as sailors in foreign ships, they are never
to be trusted; and when employed as domestics,the least affront
is capable of exciting them to the most desperate revenge. )

Their religion is Mahometanism. The Malayan language,
which in contrast to the character of the people, is the softest
and most melodious dialect of the KEast, is widely diffused
through that part of the world, and serves the purpose of gen-
eral communication. |

Malacca, its capital, containing - about 12,0Q0 inhabitauts,
was taken from the Dutch by the English, in 1795. The
London Missionary Society have established here a suecess-
ful missionary station. |

Islands. Opposite to the coast of Malaya, though at some
distance from it, are the islands Andaman gnd Nicobar. The

greater Andaman is about 140 miles in length, The *soilis a
black rich mould. The forests produce ebony and other valu-
able woods. The only quadrupeds are wild hogs, monkies and
rats. The natives, who are about 2000 innumber, are woolly
headed negroes, resembling those of Africa. A British set-.
tlement has lately been formed on this island, and some con-
victs sent _ thither from Bengal. The Nicobar islands are

three in number. The most remarkable production is a kind

of bread fruit, said to weigh from 20 to 30 pounds. -



