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becoming dry, affords a favourable soil for the culture of

particular kinds of rice. Towards the mountains are

numerous and extensive forests. The teak tree, how-

ever, grows most abundantly about Manarghaut, and is

too remote from any navigable river to be conveyed to

the sea coast. The palm flourishes luxuriantly around

Palighaut, and the jagory, or spirit extracted from it, is

prepared in great quantities at a low rate. The few

sandal trees in the province are totally devoid of smell,

and the excellent wood of that name, exported from

Malabar, is brought from the eastern side of the Ghauts.

The principal article of European export from Malabar
is black pepper ; and about five-eighths of the whole

produce is usually carried direct to Europe, or to Bombay
and China.

The aboriginal natives of Malabar province formerly

occupied detached houses, surrounded with gardens;

but the foreign tribes have iutioduced remarkably neat

villages, in which the houses are built contiguous, in a

straight line, so as generally to occupy two sides of a

square area, which is kept clean and free from grass.

The houses are built of mud, which is of an excellent

quality, and, after being neatly smoothed, is either white-

washed or painted.

In some districts the labours of the field are chiefly

performed by slaves, who are the absolute property of

i heir masters, and may be sold or transferred at his plea-

sure, except that husband and wife cannot be disposed of

separately. These poor creatures, who are of different

casts, live in temporary huts, which are little better than

large baskets. They are severely treated, and inade-

quately nourished ; diminutive in stature,;'and squalid in

appearance. A young man and his wife sell together, at

six or seven guineas; and two guineas more may be

added, if they have two or three children. They have

one privilege above the West Indian slaves, namely, that

of marrying freely any person of a similar cast; and

the master of the husband has a right to the labour of

the wife as long as she lives with his slave. The native

breed of cattle and buffaloes in Malabar are extremely

diminutive, and rarely used for the conveyance of goods,

which arc usually carried by porters. No horses, asses,

swine, sheep, or goats, or at least a very inconsiderable

Dumber, are reared in the province ; and those which
the inhabitants require are brought from the eastward.

No poultry ever was raised by the original natives, till

the Europeans settled among them ; and, still, the ducks,

geese, and turkeys are to be found only on the sea coast,

where they are reared by the Portuguese.

The number of inhabitants in the province is calculated

to exceed 600.000 ; and in the southern and middle dis-

tricts to average about 100 to the square mile. The in-

habitants, who had for ages been accumulating the gold

and silver received in exchange for the produce of their

gardens, were very rich in the precious metals, when the

province was invaded by Hyder Ali, in 1766; and vast

sums were extorted from them by the military officers

of the conqueror, as well as by the Canarese Brahmins,

whom he placed over tlie revenue department. The
province was at that time governed by a race of rajahs,

who exercised in their respective districts an almost in-

dependent authority. The greater part of the lands was
in the immediate possession of the Nairs. Most of these

rajahs and Nairs were compelled, by the persecutions of

their Mohommedan rulers, to seek a refuge in other
countries; and the authority which they had possessed
was transferred to the Moplahs, as the new officers and
instruments of government. On the breaking out of
the war between the British government in India and
Tippoo sultan, in 1790, these exiled chiefs, who were
leading a predatory life in the jungles, or residing in the

province of Travancore, were allowed to join the British

army ; and, upon the termination of the war, to which
they contributed little assistance, were reinstated in thi

i

possessions, with an obligation to account for the revenues.

Failing, however, in their engagagements, and exercising

an oppressive mode of government, they were deprived

of all authority, and allowed one-fifth of their country's

revenue to support their dignity. Becoming, neverthe-

less, refractory and rebellious, the province was added
to the territories of the Madras presidency, and commit-
ted to the management of a military officer, assisted by

three subordinate collectors. Since this arrangement, a

great improvement has taken place in the state of the

province, both as to its tranquillity and opulence ; and,

in 1807, the revenue, raised without difficulty, and pro-

duced by indirect taxation, amounted to six lacks and
a half of star pagodas. See the preceding referen-

ces. ((/)

MALABAR Point, was formerly a spot of singular

sanctity, and is still frequented by many Indian pil-

grims. A ruined temple now exhibits the remains of a

fine specimen of Hindoo architecture. Every stone is

curiously carved with groups of human figures, animals,

and other ornaments. On the top of the hill are other

ruined edifices, with a few habitations of Brahmins, whose
families subsist chiefly by begging from the multitude of

devotees who annually visit the holy place. One of their

principal objects and ceremonies is to squeeze them-
selves through a narrow cleft in the rock, (apparently

not wide enough for the body of a child) as a sure way
of expelling, or rather of expressing their sins. There
is a beautiful village not far from these ruins, which

is entirely inhabited by brahmins, and crowded with tem-

ples, (g)
MALACCA, or Malaya, a large peninsula in Asia,

westward of the Gulf of Siam, and stretching south-east,

from about 12° of North Latitude, almost to the equator.

Its northern limits are not strictly defined; but it is at

least 700 British miles in length, and 150 of medium
bread'h. This country is supposed by some authors to be

the Aurea Chersonesus of the ancients, and the Ophir of

Solomon. It is said that its ancient name was Sophora,

or the land of gold ; that the inhabitants still call their

gold mines Opiiirs ; and that in Sumatra there is a hill of

that name, probably so called by Europeans from its being

rich in gold. It seems to have escaped the knowledge

of Marco Polo, if it be not the country which he denomi-

nates Maletur. It has hitherto been considered as the

original seat of the Malays, and hence by Europeans is

always called Malaya, or Malacca; but Mr. Marsden has

now ascertained, that its present possessors were adven-

turers from Sumatra, who formed a settlement on the

peninsula about the middle of the 12th century ; and that

the indigenous inhabitants, who were gradually driven

into the central woods and mountains, are an entirely

different race of people, nearly approaching in their

physical character to the Negroes of Africa.* Under a

* To the article Sumatra, therefore, we refer our account of the Malay race, as having probably originated there, and as their state

and manners in that island arc best known.
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leader named Sri Turi Buwana, they emigrated, about

the year 11 GO, to the south-eastern extremity of the pe-

ninsula, named Ujong Tanah, where they were at first

distinguished by the appellation of Orang de bawah
Angin, or the Leeward people; but, in process of time,

the coast became generally known by the name of Tanah
Malayo, or the Malayan land. In this situation they built

their first city, which they called Singapura; and their

rising importance soon excited the jealousy of the kings

of Maja-pahit, a powerful state in the island of Java.

Their fifih king, Sri-Iscander Shah, withstood for several

years all the efforts of these powerful enemies; but at

length, in 1252, he retired first to the northward, and

afterwards to the western coast of the peninsula, where
he founded a new city, which he named Malaka, from a

fruit tree of that name, (Myrabalanum) which grew in

great abundance on the adjoining hill. Here he reigned

22 years with great reputation, and raised the city to a

state of considerable importance. His successor. Sultan

Magat, reigned only two years, and died in 1276. To
this period the Malayan princes had been worstnppers of

Brahma; and Sultan Muhammecl Shah, who now as-

cended the throne, was the first Mahometan sovereign.

He acquired great celebrity during a reign of 53 years,

by the zealous propagation of his faith, and extended his

influence over the greater part of the west coast of the

peninsula, which now received the appellation of Ma-
layo. His son, after a short reign, was murdered in

1334 by the king of Arrakan, with whose family he
had contracted an alliance; but his successor, Sulum
Modalar Shah, was distinguished by the wisdom of his

government, and left a book of laws, which, to this day,

is held in high estimation. About the year 1340 the

king of Siam, becoming jealous of the growing power
of Malaka, invaded the country, and laid siege to the
capital. His armies were at that time defeated by the

general of Modafar; but there is reason to believe, that,

about the end of the 15th century, the kingdom of

Malacca was for some time subject to the Siamese.
Sultan Mahmud Shah, the 12th Malayan king, and the

seventh and last king of Malaka, recovered the indepen-

dence of his country in 1509 ; but was soon after obliged

to yield his capital to the more powerful arm of the

Portuguese. With the principal inhabitants of the city

he retired to the neighbourhood of the first Malayan es-

tablishment at the extremity of the peninsula, and found-

ed the city of Johor, which still subsists as the metropolis

of a separate kingdom. But the predominating influence

of the European powers, who have successively held

possessions in the country, has prevented any of the

petty states, into which the peninsula is now divided, from
attaining any considerable importance. The peninsula
is at present inhabited by several distinct races of people.

The Siamese possess the northern portion to the 7° of
north latitude, extending from the east to the west
side. The Malays occupy the whole of the sea coast

on both sides, from that point of latitude to Cape Ro-
mania; but, hi some places, are mixed with the Bugis
from Celebes, who have still a small settlement at Sa-
langor. The inland parts towards the north are inhab-

ited by the Patani people, who are supposed to be a mix-
ture of Siamese and Malays, and possess independent
villages. Among the central forests and mountains are

found tribes of Caffres, resembling those of Africa in

every respect, except in stature, few of them exceeding
four feet eight inches in height. By the Malays, these

people are called Samang; and such of them as reside

in the neighbourhood of the maritime states have b >r-

rowed some slenucr portion of civilization ; but those

who occupy the mountains are still in the lowest sta^e

of savage existence. The former have fixed habitations,

plant a small quantity of rice, and barter with the Malays
for food or clothing, the resin, bees-wax and honey of

their native forests. The latter are divided into petty

communities, perpetually at variance with each other ;

and wander naked through the thick forests in quest of

roots or game, sheltering themselves from the weather
under the first tree or thicket.

The coasts of Malacca are, for the most part, flat,

marshy, very insalubrious, and many rich and beautiful

plains are left in a great measure uncultivated ; but the

finest productions of nature are here brought to maturi-

ty without the aid of human culture, and the country is

covered with odoriferous woods, and innumerable flow-

ers ol the most delightful fragrance. The chief agri-

cultural produce is rice, and the little cultivation given to

the fields is performed by the hands of slaves, or by

means of buttaloes. In the northern regions, particularly

in the territories of Patani, considerable numbers of cat-

tle are reared, of which the Portuguese are said to have

imported annually 1500 head into llicit settlement at Ma-
lacca. The inland tracts are covered with forests, inha-

bited by elephants, tygers, wild boars, monkies, civet-

cats, ouran-outangs, and a great variety of curious birds.

Gold dust is found in some of the rivers; but the prin-

cipal productions of the country, and articles of its trade,

are pepper and other spices, gums, odoiilerous woods,

timber, tin, and elephant's teeth. The peninsula is di-

vided into a number of petty states, which are always at

war with each other, or engaged in pillaging the neigh-

bouring coasts and islands. These states are governed
in a manner rtsembling the old feudal system of Europe.
The head of the state is a rajah, who usually assumes
the name of sultan, introduced by the Arabs ; and under
him arc a certain number of dattoos, or nobles, who have
each a train of subordinate vassals. The people are

slaves to their chiefs ; but the chiefs are sufficiently tur-

bulent and independent in regard to their kings or sul-

tans, whose commands they obey or not, as it may suit

their interest and pleasure. On the east coast are the

states of Ligor, Patani, Trangano, Packang, and Johor
;

and, on the west, Rumbo, Salangor, Perak, and Queri.t
;

but little authentic information has yet been procured
respecting their internal condition. Ligor is a place of

no importance ; and the chief productions of its territo-

ries are tin and ivory. Patani is a small town, in 7° north

latitude, at the bottom of a gulf, frequented by nume-
rous and ferocious pirates. Trangano is a small trading

town, pleasantly situated amidst low hills, covered with

fruit trees ; and producing much pepper from its territo-

ries. Packang, about 60 leagues north from Cape Ro-
mania, is a place of little consequence, and its houses

are chiefly built of reeds and straw ; but the streets are

bordered by trees, which give the town the appearance

of a collection of gardens. Johor, at the south promon-
tory of the peninsula, was lormeily a large and ".ell

built town ; but was destroyed by the Portuguese in 1608.

Its neighbouring territory furnishes cinnamon, pepper,

fruits, and ivory. Rumbo, an inland kingdom, about 60

miles eastward of Malacca, may be regarded as the most
ancient of the Malay states in the peninsula, still possess-

ing the original written commissions from the parent go-

vernment of Menangkabau, in Sumatra, and retaining a

peculiar dialect, which distinguishes them from the othev

3E2
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natives. Perak abounds in tin, and was occupied by the

Dutch while they held Malacca. Cjueda, a maritime

province of considerable extent, is more known than any

other of the western states, especially the town of that

name, in 6° of north latitude, on a river about 300 yards,

and navigable by vessels of 300 tons. The inhabitants

are principally Malays of the worst description, inured

to murder, and addicted to the vilest passions ; but the

right side of the river is inhabited by Siamese, Chinese,

and a few Roman Catholic Christians. About four or

five leagues up the river is a mean looking town, called

Allessaar, where the king resides in a palace resembling
a spacious farm-house and yard, with several low build-

ings attached to it, containing his haram ; and whose
chief dignity seems to consist in the number of his

wives. Neatly one half of the inhabitants of this place

are Chinese, who have a large temple, which forms the

most striking object in the town. The west coast, and
the southern extremity of the peninsula, are studded with

islands, which are situated close to each other, and sepa-

rated from the main land by very narrow straits ; but, on
the eastern side, the sea is more open and less interrupt-

ed. The principal islands are, Prince of Wales' Island,

Pulo-Penang, Sincapoor, Batang, Bintang, besides an al-

most nameless multitude of smaller islets clustered to-

gether. The population along the Malay coasts is not

supposed to be making much increase, nor are the mar-
riages prolific ; and even under favourable circumstan-

ces, the average number of living children in a family is

not ra'ed above two. The piracies and depredations of

the Malays along their coasts, have been considerably re-

pressed by the predominance of European naval powers
in the eastern seas ; but the authority of law and justice

is stiil very impel fectly established among them; and

trading vessels still require to be armed, and to use every

precaution against a surprise. Ships returning to the

ports of Hindostan from their eastward voyages, fre-

quently touch at Salengore, Prince of Wales' Island,

and Queda, to collect tin, pepper, betel nut, wax, ele-

phant's teeth, and rattans ; for which the principal arti-

cle of exchange is always opium. See Marsden's Histo-

ry of Sumatra ; Haensei's Account of the JVicobar /«•

lands ; and Hamilton's East India Gazetteer, (q)
MALACCA, (the town of,) of which the origin and

early history has been briefly noticed in the preceding

article, is situated on the south-west coast of the penin-

sula, in 2° 12' of North Latitude, and 102° 2' 15" of

East Longitude. When taken by the Portuguese in

1509, it is said to have extended along the shore

about three miles, and to have been divided by a

river into two parts, which were joined by a bridge.

The mosque and palace were built of stone, but the

other houses of wood. While it was in the posses-

sion of the Portuguese, it was repeatedly attacked

by the kings of Acheen ; and at length, with the

aid of these Sumatrians, was taken by the Dutch in 1641.

It gradually declined after it fell into their hands ; and
their whole establishment, civil and military, seldom ex-

ceeded 500 men. It was taken by the British in 1795,

restored at the peace of Amiens, but re-captured in

1807. Its fortifications have been suffered to fall com-
pletely into decay. The town is situated close to the sea

shore ; and there is a small fort, which formerly com-
manded the landing place, but is now of little service.

It is divided from the town by a small river, over which
is a draw-bridge; and within its walls is the residence

of the governor, and of most of the British inhabitants.

On the top of a small hill, in the middle of the fort, are

the ruins of the old Dutch church; and another of more

recent origin, built at the side of the hill, is also in a stale

of decay. The town itself is neither large nor hand-

some. The streets are very narrow, and the roads vcrj

sandy. There is a brick pavement before some of tll<

best houses ; but being crossed at the end of every hou i

by a wall, it is of no service to passengers. The bes:

houses are large and commodious, but far from hand-

some, and are built with thin walls of brick or stone.

The lower floors are paved with square bricks, and not

matted ; but the upper floors are made of boards, and
the sloping roofs covered with pan-tiles. The window*
are of rattan, with shutters which fold back against tin

wall. The houses of the poorer classes are constructed

of wood, and thatched with the leaves of the cocoa-nut

,

while some of the poorest live in huts of bamboo and

palm leaves. The principal inhabitants have garden

houses, about a mile or two from the town, which they

visit in the morning and evening ; and, besides these,

have also country seats about twenty miles inland, to

which they retire in the fruit season for several weeks
to enjoy the produce of their orchards. The piincipal

fruits of Malacca are shaddocks of an inferior kind, pine

apples and plantains superior to those of Bengal, and

particularly the delicious mangostean. There are no

British among the inhabitants, except those who are em-
ployed in the service of government, and only a few

Dutch who are natives of Holland ; but the descendants

of Europeans, especially of the Portuguese, are nume-
rous. The Malay population is considerable ; and the

number of Chinese in the town and suburbs is estimat-

ed at six thousand. The Chinese are the principal me-

chanics in the place, as the Malays are too indolent to

practise any laborious arts. They are also the most in-

dustrious cultivators of the ground; and have many
plantations of sugar cane and culinary vegetables in the

suburbs. The principal manufactures, are arms, cutle-

ry, coarse cloth worn by the Malays, and cordage made
sometimes of the cocoa-nut fibres, but most commonly
of the cane. The trade of Malacca is very trifling,

(having been superseded by Prince of Wales' island,

both as a place of commerce and of refreshment :) and

European and Chinese articles bear nearly the same price

as they do in Bengal. The export trade principally con-

sisted of all the produce of the straits and eastern ports,

such as tin, pepper, biche de mar, sago, rattans, canes,

elephant's teeth, and some gold dust. The country ships

from Calcutta to the Malay coast bring opium, piece-

goods, silks, and dollars. During the Dutch government,

the opium was bought on their East India Company's

account by the governor, who, with the fiscal and skah-

butider, were the principal merchants.

All classes of the inhabitants are subject to the Dutch

laws, which are administered by a fiscal, who acts as

judge both in civil and criminal cases; but in causes of

importance, there is a jury of seven persons empannel-

led, and the proceedings of the court are submitted to

the inspection of the governor. Criminals are now exe-

cuted by hanging, but formerly, and even since the place

came into the possession of the British, slaves were exe-

cuted by being broken on the rack ; but when Lord

Minto touched at Malacca, on his way to Java, he com-

manded the instrument of torture to be broken to pieces.

There is a Portuguese Church, with two or three priests,

in Malacca; and an English school, kept by a native of

Bengal ; but the opulent Dutch residents send their chil-

dren to be educated in Calcutta. The garrison consists

of a battalion of Bengal sepoys, and a company of Ben-

gal native artillery. The jurisdiction of the British go-

vernment extends about 50 or 60 miles inland ; and the
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liver, which runs through the town, is navigable nearly

to the same distance, but no attempts have been made to

explore the interior to a greater extent.

The lower classes in Malacca subsist chiefly on rice

and fish, both of which may be procured at a moderate

price and of excellent quality. In addition to these, the

higher classes use poultry and salt provisions, which last

article they purchase from the ships that arrive at their

port. Cows are very rare in the place, and are kept only

by a few private families for the sake of the milk; but

the buffalo, while it performs the labour of the ox, sup-

plies aiso the place of the cow, and affords milk and but-

ter of an inferior quality. There is a small a;:d spirited

breed of horses, resembling those of Acheen, which are

usually sold at 50 dollars each ; and these, with buggies

and palankeen carriages, or sometimes chairs borne by

slaves, are the usual modes of travelling and making vi-

sits. Among the curiosities of Malacca may be noticed

the Chinese burying ground, which covers a large hill

about two miles from the town. The graves are lined

and arched with brick, and a small space around each is

enclosed by a wall about half-a-yard high, resembling

the form of the capital Greek Omega. The entrance

coriesponds with the opening. At the bottom of the

letter, and at the end of the grave nearest to this open-

ing, a small grave-stone is erected, on which written

characters are inscribed. See Hamilton's East India

Gazetteer ; and the Ba/Uist Missionary Accounts, (?)
MALAGA*, an ancient and opulent town of Spain, in

the piovince of Grenada, about 235 miles south of Mad-
rid, is situated in 36° 43' 30" of north latitude, and 40°

25' 2" of west longitude. It stands at the foot of a ridge

of hills at the termination of a beautiful plain, abouteight
miles in breadth, and makes a fine appearance at a dis-

tance ; but will not bear a near inspection. The streets,

as in other Moorish towns, are very narrow ; and each
house, containing a court in its centre into which the

windows open, is generally large. There is only one
square in the town, (and that is neither spacious nor
handsome;) and the churches and convents are so crowd-
ed among the houses, that whatever beauty they possess

is nearly concealed. The Alameyda is the only part of

the town which is handsome ; and is indeed described as

truly magnificent. It consists of a foot-walk in the mid-
dle, about 80 feet wide, with orange and oleander trees

planted on each side. On the outside of these are good
carriage roads, and on both sides a row of splendid and
elegant houses. At the end of this walk is placed a fine

marble fountain, consisting of three basins, ranged above
each other, and gradually diminising in size. From the

lower basin rises a column, supported by beautiful fe-

male figures, on which the second basin rests ; and the
third is raised on a similar column, supported by other
groups of figures, in a state ot nudity not altogether con-
sistent with decency. On the side of a hill, communi-
cating with the city, stands an ancient castle in good pre-
servation, called Gibralfaro, or the hill of the lighthouse,
but now called the hill of St. Christopher. From many
Roman inscriptions found in the place, it is ascertained
that this fortress was the site of a Roman temple and
castle, but the present structure is entirely the work of
the Moors. It completely commands the city ; and, by
the modern art of fortification, might be rendered im-
pregnable. There is another Moorish building in con-

siderable preservation, which was formerly a kind of
dock for the protection of the galleys, but is now con-
verted into storehouses. The Alcasaba, an Arabian pa-
lace near the shore, has been partly destroyed, and its

place occupied by the new custom-house, which is a fine

building in the pure Spanish s,yle. The Cathedral, said

to be as large as St. Paul's in London, is a fine object
;

and is a mixture of the Roman and Gothic styles, on the
model of that of Granada, and founded in 1529. The
interior is finished in exquisiie style; and presents an
oblong spheroid with a row of Corinthian pillars, around
which is the nave. These pillars support a lofty roof of
well turned arches, with the sky painted in the compart-
ments. The high altar and the pulpit are of beautiful

flesh-coloured marble ; and the choir is so singularly
fine, that it has been called the eighth wonder of the
world. It coniains above 50 stalls curiously carved in

cedar and mahogany ; and a considerable number of sta-

tues of saints by the celebrated Alonzo Cano, and his

pupil, Pedro de Mena : There are a few marble monu-
ments in the church, particularly one erected to the me-
mory of a late Bishop, Josse de Molina, who expended
upon the edifice a sum equal to about 20,000/. The best

of the paintings, (which are inferior to those of Seville,)

is one by Cano, representing the virgin in heaven with
the infant Jesus in her arms, and a group of angels in

the act of adoration. There are two fine organs in this

Cathedral, the pipes of which, instead of being perpen-
dicular, project from the instrument; terminating like the

large end of a trumpet, so as to resemble a range of trum-
pets over the top of the choir, gradually diminishing in

length. The church within the walls is 400 feet in

length, 260 in breadth, and, from the floor to the arches,
140 in height. The population of Malaga, before the
year 1804, amounted to about 75,000; but thousands
were swept away in that fatal year by the epidemic fever
which prevailed along the coasts of the Mediterranean;
and, alter the disorder had nearly ceased, the surviving
inhabitants were found to amount only to 52,376.
The port of Malaga is not large, but is one of the best

artificial harbours in the world, and affords sufficient

depth of water for a ship of the line to lie close to the
pier. The commerce of this town is considerable, and
the greater part of its exports are the produce of its own
fertile soil and benignant climate. Upon the banks of
the rivers Guadalmedina and Guadalorce, which flow
through the richest valleys in the world, a prodigious
quantity of figs, almonds, oranges, lemons, olives, su-
mach, juniper berries, wax, and honey, are raised ; which,
with dried raisins, wines, and cork wood, form the native

and regular articles of trade. Coffee, cotton, cocoa, in-

digo, and pimento, were all cultivated in the adjoining
countries many ages before America was discovered

;

and have been increased so much of late years, as al-

most to render it probable that this part of Spain might
supply all the articles hitherto furnished by the West
India Islands. Sugar has been raised in the vicinity for

at least 700 years back, and the whole progress of
planting and manufacture has undergone little improve-
ment during the whole of that time. The sugar made
on this coast resembles that of Cuba, and might be sold

at a lower rale than those of an equal quality from the

West Indies. The plantations of cotton and sugar-cane
are dug with all the neatness of an English garden ; and

* The name is said to be derived from a Phenician word signifying to salt, as originally founded for the purpose of curing the fish
caught on the coast ; and it appears, from inscriptions which have been dug up, that, in the time of the Romans, a company of mer-
chants in the place enjoyed a monopoly of salting fish.


