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FTER PR LY, IR I IR T RIS . "

YV P WN‘N WNQUEHRRX IFHE WGQBSI

" Whkiots Rave been the 'hypotbeses suggested lain the e emgma, of
ﬁie peophng of that great portion of the terrestnal Xﬁ (be enstem;e of
which'was not kiown in Europe till the close of the fteen cent ;¥ As
there is a total absence of all historical data upon this quesuon, to ﬂdﬂ
the inquirer,’ every hypothesis must be founded upon cox\lectqres, more or
Nss cotroborated by phigsical traits of resémblance betweéen thie races mha-
bitihg Amterica and those of other ‘countries ; for" the fc‘:rmer, “wben dns-
dbvered by Wuropeans, ‘bad made too slight a progressin ‘civilization, and

Were too imperfectly aoquamted with the inventions of sociaf 1i l‘e, to aﬂ‘ord'

the ‘means of comparing lnstltntlons, manners, govemments? llterature,, or
doeful arts. * -
" The peculiar features, which diseriminate the various r<~~s of North
and South America respectively, seem
dent of climate and other physical clrot
the aboriginal natives of one and the se
tudes, #nd to demonstrate that the orig;
M cases identical. The close approxit
thet of Asin, the earliest peopled porti
recorioiles us to the supposition that th
to the other; but it is scarcely credible
frozen regions, where the two continen
frerr which sprang the subjects of th
portion of ‘America, which had attaine
tioh ‘and ‘splenidout, when crushed by in
*We'lo ribt tecollect 'to have met v
peoplifig of South America to the emig
we wiére Yorted: to adopt some hypothes
probable, to have fewer obJeohons toel
« The active and _enterprizing Malay r
nbt”ls‘wfgdﬂy stpposed, in the penin
ishiids-of “Bomed- and Sumatra, in the
efisted a: powerfultnd flourishing Mala
or tweth éentury; *have spread thems
Eastern Archipelags; and there is now
aftinftied fakt, that ¥he clusters of islan
thle vontinent of Australasia, were peo
has long been considered probable frc
alitost demonstrated by affinity of lan
pirticular, generally speaking, being d
oorrupted, of the Malay language, mc
atd-delicacy.” From repeated experim
one hundred  Malay words, one-helf are Poiynesmn The structifre’ of
the Malay language has all the simplicity of the island dialects; it is
without comrplexity or artificial arrangement ; it has no inflexion, gender,
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America Conquered by the Mongols: 119

tease, or mood : the same word is often used as noun, adjective, verb, or
adverb, its qeaRy ‘b determined by positioh! “Phé pérdine Malay
governments are likewisc of the rudest construction, and -exhibitan asslogy
with iﬁosé in the Pacifio Oceati, which, although possibly the resalt of;
cfent, is not a circumstance of trifling weight, or to be overlooked,

whe t‘ken in conjunction with other facts.
Thiat thése peop%e should make such long voyages is not surprising, wlm

%tldé’l‘ that they are undoubtedly the most enterprizing and fearless
nilive navigators in the Eastern seas, and that many of their prabus are:
remarhb!y fiie vessels. 'That they have visited the northern ceast of New.
Hollind is wotorious. When the expedition to this part of Australasia first
fanded at Port Essington, with a view of forming the settlement at Mel«
ville Island, which was alterwards abandoned, evident traces were perceived
of the visits of the Malayy in that quarter; and it even entered into the
speculations of those who projected the settlement, that traders of that race.
wight be attracted thither, and that a commercial emporium might be.
formed there as at Singapore.

Under these circumstances, there is no improbability whatever in sop..
posing that the Malays peop!ed the Sandwich and 8ociety Islands; and-
#f %0, ance the former are distant from the coast of Mexico only about.
ohé-half the distance’ at which the Sandwich Islands are situated from.
Bérneo, and the Society Tslands are about equidistant from Australasia and.
the condt, of "Peru, it seems no violent theory to conceive that those empivey;
were mﬂy founded by Malays, the less 30, as the description of the parsaos-
and &sposmons of the Americars, given by their Spanish congperop, co-,
eesponds remarkably with the Malay character in all essential points. The:
bronze complexion, the regular features, the long black hair, ave not-)ess
rematkable points of snalogy between the native Americans within the
tropnai, and the Melays, than the vindictive and oruel duposmon, wﬁep,

proveked, ‘which is attributed to both.

Wbuem be the value of this conjecture, for we offer it a.snodnn‘ lqv,
itis ut least sou;ewhat more rational than the hypothesis that. Peru and.
Médisa were conquered in the thirteenth century by Mongeis- aceoms.;
pcmed‘ sotth elephants : a discovery which hes been made by M. Joby.,
Raﬁnng, and which he has announced in a work* of -about 500 pages, .
codtmining what he fancies to be proofs of this extraordinary faot. - "

As’ qur critical duties require, before passing judgment upon a book sub.
mitted o s, we have not only read Mr. Ranking’s work, but read it lttenhvel;
from’ ﬁegmmng ¢o end; and having done so, we can oply express our ufter :
astodishment, that 'a person eapable of appreciating the nature of evidepee.,
of ‘aty kind, could ever have imposed upon himself so for a5 to imagine he .
had’ uﬁuoea one single fact in support of his theory.” The whole vo:g )
eonsls(,q ‘of & mass of trifling circumstances, some extremely frivalous:and ,
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120 America Conguered by the Mongols.

puerile, verbal resemblances, analogies of oustoms stated upon the credit
of suoh writers as Sir John Mandeville, Marco Polo, and other oracles of
little higher authority, and which, even if moontrovertible, would leave
Mr. Ranking just at the same dixtanoe from his ultimate point as when he
set out.

Although we might content ourselves with this summary sentence upon
the work, without the fear of its being impugned by any indifferent person
who should examine it, we shall, nevertheless, give the reader a little
insight into Mr. Ranking's method of induotion, and imto the nature of the
proofs upon whioch he relies to convinee the world that the Mengols, a race
* unaoquainted with nautical science, could and did comvey aa army and
clephants from the shores of China or Japan, 7,000 or 8,000 miles
across a trackless ocean, to an unknown country, of whioh their owa
recards, as far as they have been examined, make no mention whatsoever.

He begins by saying that, “in the Introduction to the Researches on the
Wacs and Sports of the Mongols and Romans, the writer hinted at baving
met with some indications of a connexion Letwaea Asia and America, long
befare the discovery of the New World by Columbus, Frem that time be
has kept this object in view ; and such bas been the sucoese of Ais further
tnguiries, that be now ventures confidenily te afiym, that Pera, Mexico,
and other countries in America, were conquered by the Mongols, accom-
panied with elephants, in the thirteenth century ;" and elsewhere, he says,
that “there is strong reason to oonclude that the progress of the Mongols
in America reached Rhode Island.”

. His prooess of proof is as follows, He shows from Du Halde, Maroo
Polo, &o., that the Tartars, after their conguest of China, invaded Japan,
in which operation they suffered many revetses, in short, wers miserably
defeated. “ From the confusion in the histories of Chine,”” he asssmes it to
be probable, that « the number of the invading troops was very considerably
above a hundred thousand ;" and then he 'says, # we shall see, from the
construciion of the ch:pc (Chinese junks!), how pomblc it is thut a
great number of them might reach the shores of America.”
. 'This happy conclusion from ¢ the confusion in the Chinese histories,”” and
the great likelibood that many thousand Mongols could be wafied safely
over the Pacific in Chinese junks, from “the construction” of those
vessels, constitute positively the whole of the evidence that a wild Ame-
rican tradition, recorded by Garcilasso de la Vega, without date, comme-
morates the safe arrival of the Mongols on the coast of Peru!

As Mr. Ranking bas drawn so important a conclusion from the exceed-
ing commodiousness of Chinese junks, as transports for the conveyance of
troops and elephasts some thousand miles, we may just mention to him
that, in the evidence lately taken before the Parliamentary Committee, we
find Mr. Marjoribanks stating that these vessels are cumbrous, insecure,
and unseaworthy ; that Mr. Davidson declared that property is so unsafe in
them, that, even with an European master on board, he would not risk his
goods in one, and that, out of every five junks which sail from China to a
distant port, one is lost; and lastly, that Mr. Crawfurd; albeit 8. warm
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- friend to junks, confoapes that they are. olymsy apd awkward in the extreme ;

“that their orews are entiely unscquainied with navigation, and that they
manage to compleis their shoct voyages “ only at the height of the moa,
soon, when a fair and steady sevem or eight-knot breeze carries them
directly from port to port.” We cannot suppose that the junks were more
safe and commodious in the thirteenth than in the nineteenth century.

. The counterpart of his proof is the tradition to which we have alluded,
and whioh is thus reported by Garcilasso de la Vega.

1 shall relate what Pedro de Cieza de Leom tofd me thmt he Aad hamiintbo
proviace where ¥he giants arvived. They affirm, sséd he, in all Peru, that cere
tain giants came ashore on this cosst, at the Cape, pew called Cape &t
Helens, which is near the town of Puerto Viejo.. Those who haye.pmqe;yed
this tradition from father to son, say that these giants came by sea, in a kind
of rush boats, made like large barks; that they were so enormously tall,. that
from the knee downward they were as high as common men; that they bad
long hair, which hung lopse upon théir shoulders; that their eyes were as
large as plates, and that other-parts of their bodies were big in proportion ;
that thiey had 2o 3eard ; that some went naked, others were covered with-the
skins of wild beasts, and-that they had no women with them. After having
lmoded at the Cape, ‘they established thémselves at a spot poiated out to shew
by the inhabitsnts, and dug vory deep wells shrough the rock, and which tq
this day supply excelleat water. . These giants lived by rapine, and desolated
the whole country, They say, ﬂm they were such gluttons, that otie- would
eat as rouch meat as fifty of the native inhabitants, and that for part of their
vourishment, they caught a quantity of fish with nets. They 'massacred the
men of the neighbouring parts without mercy, and killed the worien' by’ thelr
brutal violations. The wretched Indians often tried to devise some means to
rid themselves of thiese troublesoine visitors, but they never had either suffi-
eient force or courage to attack them. Secure from apprehension, these new
wonsters thus tyraonized for & long while, committing the most infamous enor-
wmities, Diyine justice sent fire from heaven with a great noise, aud an angel
armed with a flaming sword, by whom they were destroyed at one blow. To
serye asan eternal monument of the vengeance of God, their bones and sl‘mlls
were not consumed by the fire, but are found at the very place, of an enormous
size. I have heard Spaniards say, that they have scen bits of their teeth, By
which tlxey judged that a tooth weighed more than half a pound. As' for the
rest, it is not known from what place they came, nor by whnt route they
arrived.

IF there was any thing in this absurd story which could by possibility
apply to thie arrival of a large body of Mongols with elephants (to which
no allusion is here made), it mighi be worth while to consider what
degree of credit was due to “the Inca,” as he is called, whose authority
Dr. Robertson repudiatés upon very sufficient grounds. But if the story,
reduced to the standard of credibility, were accepted as tru¢, it is almost
an insult to the understandmg to call this a progf of the fact sought to be
established ; yet it is the only direct one offered! . The rest of Mr. Ran-
king's evidentd is derived from extracts from De la Vega's History of the
Incas, from whence he garbles a few forced and pretended analogies be-
tween the terms, customs, &c. of the Mexicans and Peruvians, and those

Asiat.Jour. N.S.Vou.6. No.22. R



122 " America Conquered by the Mongols.

of the Tartars, wheresoever they can be found, for Mr. Ranking does not
confine himself to Mongolia, or to the ancient seats of the Mongol, Mas-
choo, or Tartar tribes, but takes the entire range of Asia,—Chbins, Japan,
Hindostan, Siam, Pegu, Tibet, Assam, and even Siberia! His authorities,
moreover, are almost always the lesst satisfactory he conld adduce, and most
of them are such as an oriental antiquary would never dream of consulting,
and whioh, -of course, lead him sometimes into the most ridioalous mistakes.
Mr. Ranking tells us that he bas resided upwards of twenty years in Hin-
dostan and Russia : yet he evinoces not the slightest knowledge of oriental
languages or oriental history, properly so called, whioh is an indispensable
qualifioation for the task he has undertaken.

As we bave pronounced some of Mr. Ranking’s proofs frivolous and
puerile, we shall specify an example of each, and then dismiss a book,
which, we must say, it was a lJamentable waste of time to compose, and
will teach a reader nothing but error.

Manco Capac, the first Inoa of Peru, Mr. Ranking boldly identifies
with a Mongol prince of the house of Genghiz Khan; upon no other
ground, hawever, than similaxity of name! Manco (or, as he choosesto
write it, Mango, though he admits the Peruvians bad not the letter g in
their tongue), he says, is @ word which has no meaning in the language of
Petu. The rest we will give in Mr. Ranking’s ipsissimis verbis, as a
beautiful specimen of his mode of induction :—

is a Moagel name, Mangovm grandaonofGenghuKlun and
brother of Kublai; and his name is thus spelt by Du Halde, vol.ii. p, 251; by
Maundevlle, p. 275. Mango was grand khan till 1257, when he was hlled at
the siege of Ho-cheu in China (Sir W, Jones, vol. i. p. 101. Marco Polo, note
381, De la Croix, p. 399), and was succeeded by his brother Kublai. He
conquered and ravaged Thibet (M. Polo, p. 412; and Purchas, vol. ifi. pp. 49,
78). His name is spelt Mangu by Polo, p.172. Mangou by De la Croix.
Marco Polo, p. 200, writes Mongs. These are the Mongol modes of spell-
ing.¢ The Chinese pronounce the g hard; for Bengal, they write Pen-ka-la.
(Medern Univ. Hist., vol. ii. p. 387). The Peruvians have not the let;erg in
their tongue (Vega, vol. ii. p- 164). These are sufficient reasons for, Yega and
others writing Manco. The Japanese annals relate, that  the Tartar general
Booko appeared on the coast of Japan, with 4,000 ships aud 240, 000 men.”
(Kmmpfer, p.187.) We find the name spelt Mongko in a note in ﬂu Halde,
ii. 251. The grand khan Kublai had twenty-five sons by his concuhine, all of
whom were placed in the rank of nobles, and were continually employed in the
military profession. (Polo, p. 286.) Thus it appears Aighly probable that the
first Inca of Peru was a son of the Emperor Kublai4 Marco Polo, p. 281,
describes Kublai “ of the middle stature, his limbs well-formed, and his whole
figure of a just proportion. His complexion is fair, and occasmnallx puﬂ‘used
with red, like.the bright tint of the rose, which adds much e to his coun-
nance ; his eyes are black and handsome ; his nose well shapef::d prominent.”
The reader is referred to the portrait of Mango Capacy} in this velume, that ke

@ 'We should rather have supposed them to be the French and Italiam mades of s; .
t Elsewhere he says: ¢ the of the writer is, that Mango Capac, the first Inca of Perd, was
a s0n of the Grand Khan Ki , and"that Montesuma’s ancestor was & Mongol grandee from Tangut,
v-ypo.lblyAum."
+ Trumpery portraits of all the Incas, from Mango Capac to Atahualps, are inserted in Mr. Raa-
king’s book, and he deduces a serious argument from their head-dress!
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may compare it with this description of Kublai! There is certainly nothing in
it to weaken the conjecture that the Inca was a son of Kublai; and Mango was
the name of Kublai’s brother.

All this we oall trifling and frivolous, and stronger examples might be
cited. Of the puerilities, we subjoin the following instance ameong many.
The reader will remember that Garcilasso de la Vega, in his aocount of
the arrival of the giants, stated that they came in “rush boats.” Mr.
Ranking, finding that, translated into Frenck, ¢ rush boats’ would be
batequx de jonce, is struck with the similarity of the word jomc to junk,
and says ¢ the reader is referred to the description of Chinese and Japa-
nese vessels in Ch. 1., and he will then not fail to remark what an important
word 7enf is in the mass of proofs of the identity of the Mongols and the
Incas " 1Tt is vain to attempt to give a syllogistic form to this argument, a
parallel to which must be sought in the nursery or in Bedlam, We may
Jjust remark that our author, being desirous of ascertaining the meaning of
the word junk, refers to Todd's Johnson's English Dictionary, where,
be says, it is defined, “ probably an Indian word, applied to large and
small ships!”” A dictionary of the Chinese tongue would have been a
better authority, and there Mr. Ranking would have learned that the term
Junk is an European corruption of chuen.
1t is always with sincere regret and reluctance that we pronounce o oon-
demnatory sentence upon the labours of any writer; but until the office of
8 aritio really merges in that of an author’s herald or encomiest,—a revolu-
tion which certain pseudo oritics seem impatient to bring about,—we shall
esteem it to be our duty to the public, although it be as little pleasing to
ourselves as to the objeots of our censure, when a work is foroed upon our
notice, which, like the one before us, is utterly useless, if not worse than
weeless, honestly to say so.

! EXPORT OF COTTON YARN,

Tuz poliey of encouraging the exportation of cotton yarn, which is the
state of nesrly osé-fourth of our bossted amount of cotton mensfestures
shipped by the free-traders to India, may be doubtful after the following state-
ment recently made in a petition to the House of Commons by the operative
cotton weavers of Whittle-le-woods, and its vicinity, in the county of Lan-
caster, which sets forth that they are in a lamentable state of poverty and
distress, working from fourteen to sixteen hours a day for 8d. or 10d., and i
thousands of instances, a man with his wife and four to six chlldren are com-
pefled to subsist upon that small pittance.” The causes of these distresses
they allege to be the necessity of our manufactures being on a level (as regards
wages) with foreign manmufacturers; and the export of cotton ysra, The state
of the weavers (they say) was comfortable, previous to 1803, * when a pert of
the raw material {the cotton yarns), about 5,000,000 Ibs. per annum, on which
the petitioners were employed bemg exported to the continent, gave the first
shock to their wages; and in proportion as these 5,000,000 lbs, have increased
to upwards of 60,000,000 Ibs., so have the wages of the petitioners been reduc-
ed, until they are not only broubht. down to fumine prices, but at certain periods
of the year thousands can get no work at all.” They ask a protecting duty
on the exportation of cotton yarn.



